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s; though in their paſung they fall into many 
"newer (prrents , yet finally empty themſelves into 

Ve $e3,/0\let theſe m3 poore Labours (though former- 

[Dell ted indivers Iuftrions Peeres: of ibis Jour. 
"Reims? bejuffered atlaft toterminatein the Ocean 
atneffeard Coodneſſe,wbereinto all vertu- 
'0u8 indeauours (aſo many lines in their Centre)defire to be united. 
. What private reſpeFs miphe challenge of | me towards their Ho- \\\;,\ 
© nour's, \ the ſame tovards' 20ur Maieſtie, will claime the Publike * 5 #; 
"Bond of common Allepiante.whereby F am more eminent(y,and more 
 kniverfallyobliged ] anvudt fo overweening of my Weake Endeavours 
"4s to thinKe them wortby of year: Majeſtic view, much leſſe able to 
aide any thing to your Rojall Yertues ; Rivers adde notbing 20 the 
c Maine" yet thi wteynacurally fend theTrib ute of their — | 
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and if my loyalty teach me to doe the Iikett will nat(F hope)bee con. 
ceived as doxe out of-n; opinion of Merit, but only 01 
diſcharge the duty of a Subjeroy0ur Mareſtie,., 
And lain the me yrs ante eS idthce. 
formerly adventured the lthe, whento Jour Prince View, 
Uh F$erond:Hope of BK iff (about elvgemyearet fac 
ſented a Tranſlation'of a Worke of Montieut geÞF | 
tuled A_1 reatiſe 6f the Court; peri ed eferoed 
edceeptancewhertof,if-it b boſſired meoith flrtber'coutage;, to 
preſent Yeu(now advanced toh greater State )withy greater lucreaſe 
of mine owe labour, your Maigſtie vill not. (F hope)condemne me 
of cranndleſſe-Pteſumptſon. © a b 
The former three Bookes ball the Fiuour and'Happineſſe to by 
pern/ed by the TudiciousHzye of. King James, yourrenownedFather, 
(of bapp  Dilentars) lmboſjinctnpdeab 7ndggnent thy failed 
uot of -ipprobation, though dedicated to Jrojering Names - the 
more am F now enconraged ro Fnſeribe and Fntich the Whole Sixe to 
Jour Sacred Maielty as being no lefſe Heire of His Vertnes,then of 
His Crowne and Dignity. / 
eAnd one thing more(ariſing from the Conſideration of the Subje 
itfelfe )made me thinke it a Prefent notaltogetber unworthy of Jour 
Reeall E/tate , for the Contents of it being the Executionof Tuſtice, 
#pon'the unnaturall Sinte of Murther,. where canit bee more fitly 
addreſſed, then tothe Great Patron of. luſtice amongus ( God's 
immediate Vice: gerent)by whoſe Sword(as the Mimfier of Heaven) 
fmch odious Crimes are'to be chaſtiſed, and Fnnocent Bloud juſily ex- 
-(\fndlit may more fitly fſute mith yaur Maieſty, who as you excell. 
in- the carefulladminiſtration of Juſtice upon all Offenders,ſo eſpe- 
cially upon thoje(moſt bainous of a(l otbers)the violaters of Gods ſa- 
cred Fmage,in the perpevrationof wilfull Murther, towards whom | 
Clemency even changerb bernature,and becomes (Cruelty to the 
Weal-publicke:Never badanyLant leſſe cauſe ro complain of 
 coomushb Fnlulpencie this way then turs;,as may well appeare,both by 
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the rarentſſe of ſuch Occurrences in your Ringdome, and the ſevere «< 
yindication of them,whenſoever they bappen, or by whom, or bowſoe- » 
ver performed. 

Theſe Hiſtories therefore,which may ſerve as a Looking -glaſſe to 
all N ations, ſhall to theſe of Yours be a ſpeciall Ornament and Mit - 
rour of their felicity, and ſet forth and publiſb Your Praiſe, in the 
peaceable and quiet Government of your People,whoſe Climate( ſel- 
dome or never) affords ſuch | ragedies, nor will doe, whiles Your 
Chriſtian reſolution ſhall continue to prevent them in the Spring, aud 
topumſh the lighter degrees of Bloudineſſe with due retaliatin.T be 
great Author of Juſtice(»bois Goodneſle and Tuſtice it ſelfe) 
long preſerve your Majeſty to Vs, and the Happineſſe Wee eniog in 
Jour Sacred Perſon, fo neere reſembling Him whoſe Authority and 
Image You beare. Soprayeth 


Your Majcſtics moſt bumbly deruoted 
in all Dutifull Allegiance 


loun RernouDs; 


if 
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THE AUTHOR HIS 
PREFACE DO THE 


Hriſtian Reader, we cannot ſufficiently bewaile the Iniquity 
of theſe laſt and wor(tdayes of the world, in which the crys 
n /\>\&.þ\ ing and ſcarlet fin of Myrther makes ſo ample,and ſo bloody 
JN AVE) a progrdfſion:for we can now (carce turne our eare or eye an 
WW: 18/4 3 Prog ; . eye any 
> where, but wee {ball be enforced, either to heare with putty 
VP; 3 the mournefull effe(&ts , or to ſee with griete the lamentable 
N T ragedies thereof: asif we now ſo much degenerated from 
Y { our ſelves, or our, hearts from our ſoules, to thinke that 
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\ Chriſt were no longer our Shepheard: * or we the ſheepe of his Pa- a Pas 3.12 
Als I 0043s. 


% SI) ture: or asif we were become ſuch wretched and execrable 
9 FE £4) Atheiſts, to beleeve © There were no Heaven,to reward the Righ- c Math 25334; 
_ IFVY> Y teows: or Hell, to puniſh the ungodly. Butif we will divert our 4'» 

hearts from Earth to Heaven.and raiſe and erect our ſoules from Satan to God.we ſhall 
then not onely ſee what engendereth this Diabolicall paſſton in us, butallo find the 
meanesto deteſt and roote it out from amongſt us. 

To whichend itis requilite,we firſt conlider,that our enemies, who oppoſe our tran- 
quillity in this life, and our felicity in that to come,are neither ſo few 1n number, nor ſo 
weake in power. that wee ſhould thinke our ſelves able to vanquiſh,ere wee fight with 
them, for wee have toencounter with the bewitching World, the alluring Flefh, and 
theinticing Devill: not with three ſimple Souldiers or poore Pigmies , but with.three 
valiant and puiſſant Chief-taines, ſubtill to incampe, dangerous to aſlaile, and power- 
full to fight», | 

The World, that it may bewitch us to its will,aſlailes us with Wealth,Riches, Dig- 
nities, Honours, Preferments, Sumptuous hauſes, perfumed Beds, Veſlels of gold and 
filyer, pompous Apparell, Delicious fare, vanety 0 {weet Muſick, Dancing , Maskes 
and Stage-playes, delicate Horſes, rich Caackes, and infinite Attendants with a thou- 
ſand other unticements and allurements. . 
. TheFleſhpreſents us with Youth, Beauty,T be * Juſt of the eye, and the pride of life, with 4 11ohn 2+ 16 
*;nor dinate yo and laſeivious deſtres,with a iercing eye,a-vermillion cheeke,galden *Col-3-j4 
haire.and a{lender waſte:and although it diſcayer.us not all theſe perfeCtions of nature 
in one perſenage- 3: ſhewes us, molt of them in divers, and then if iny thing want 
to captivate our attectipns , Wee ſball-heare them MARY their $yren voices, to their 
owne Lutes and Vaialls, or their dancing tres to.thoſe of others: or jf this will not ſut- 

. fice;thenBerfuming, Powdering,G iſping,Painting , Amorous kiſſes , Sweet [miles, 

| Sugered ſpeeches , Wantan embracings,and Laſcivious dalliance., will undertake to 

play.a Worldinlove. Qa the other: We Seeogh, Nimblegelle. Agility of body, Sloth, 

| 3 uxury; 
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k T be Preface _ 
Luxurie, Gluttony, ie, Drunkennefſe,Voluptuouſneſle and Senſi uality will 
caſt us out ſo faire (I meane ſotreacherous) a lure, as if we ſtoope thereto, we ſhall 


ry our pleaſure with repentance, and our delight therein , will prove our ruine and 
Fir Ger Hl 


| And now,if neither the World nor the fleſhcan intangle,or inſnare our hearts There 
Þ pegs, comes the Devill * that roaring Lyon,who walke: about, ſeeking whom he may devoure, that mor- 


v1ob 2. 31+ more dangerous, and malice the more fatall, i that he tranſjormes himſelfe into an" An- 
5: Cor.11.14, $*1l of light, thereby to make us heires and ſlaver of his obſcure kingdome: yea, he will proffer 
| usmore , theneither our topgues can demand, orour hearts deſire: forall the pompe 
&Luk, 4. 6,7, f#eaſure and pleaſures of the Wprid, yea all that isin the. World , and * the worldit 
ſelfe, hee will proſtrate and pive us; if we will conſent to obey him, and promiſeto fall 
downe and adore him; and Pe A piecge of his infernall bounty and liberality, he will 
puffe us up withPride, Arrogancie, Ambition, vaine-glory,Oltentation,Disdaine,Cove- 
touſneſle, Singularitie, Aﬀectatian, Confidence, Security; and it all theſe allurements 
will not prevaile to ſubdue us,he hath yet reſerved Troopes and Forces, and another 
ſtring to bis Bow: for then exchanging his {miles into frownes,and his calmes to ſtorms, 
hewill give us Penſiveneſſe,Griefe of minde and body, Afiction, Sorrow,Diſcontent, 
Choler, Envie, Indignation, Defpaire, Revenge, and the like. 

Yea, he will watch us atevery turne, and waite on us at every occaſion: for are we 
bent to revenge, hee will blow the coales to our choler : are wegiven to ſorrow and 
diſcontent,hee will thruſt and hale us on to Deſpaire:are wee inclined to wantonneſle, 
and Laſciviouſneſſe, he will fit us with meanes and opportunity to accompliſh our car- 
mall deſires: or are wee addicted to covetouſneſſe and honours, hee will etthercauſe us 
to breake our hearts, 'or our necks, to obtaine it: for it is indifferent to him, either 
how or'in what manner we inlarge and fill up the empty roomes of his yaſt and infer- 
nall kingdome. 

Thus wee fee how powerfull our three capitall enemiesare, yea, whata cloud, nay, 
what a world of ſubordinate meanes and inſtrumentsthey bave , not onely to inſnare, 
but to deſtroy us: yea , not onely to conquer our hearts, but which is worſe, tomake 
ſhip-wracke of our ſoviles? And from hence comes cur miſery : yea, from theſe three 
= fatall trees we gather the bitter fruit of our perdition. 

But againſt all theſe temptations and dangers, againſt all theſe our profeſſed ene- 
mies in generall, and each of them in particular: We may \wimmein the Ocean of the 
world without drowning , and pilgrimage upon the face of tfeearth without terrour 
© 41G. x 7. or deſtrattion, if we will conſider, and in conſidering remember that ' God is our Cyea- 
" Pfal.11 5.6 for," Chriſt our Saviour, and the Holy Ghoſt our Santtifier and Comforter: that wee are ho- 

w loh, _ bs noured with the reſemblance of God, whoſe ſtampe and character we beare, and in- 
# Gen. 2-79. Tiched with immortall andeliving ſoules:which ſacred privil -dges and divine preroga- 

$ y Gen-1- 23. wes lift us up by many degrees of excellencie? above thereſt of all his creatures, whom 
9113y-43-2! hee bath made for our ſervice, and 4 we onely to ſerve and glorific him: That he hath 
r Heb-13.14- madethe world fora thorowfare, and us as Pafſengers,that * we have no abiding Citie 
here, but muſt ſeek one in the World to come: That the world is ours but for a ſeaſon, 
and Heaven our patrimony and inheritance forever: That the pompeand pleaſures 
thereof are but tranſitery and temporary , and that the vanity thereof paſleth away as 
| (Platro:. ;, duſtorf ſmoake beforethe wind , whereas thoſe of Heaven are both immortall and 
Ifoy 40.7 eternall: That * our flelh is but like flowers that fade, amd grafſe that withereth. but a maſle of 
#Plal-39:5: corruption, a tabernacle of clay, and a coftin ofduſt and aſhes: that the beſt of its beau- 
#1 Cor-6,15, Qy but ® vanity and deformity, and the end of its Bravery, but rottenueſfle and purri- 
faction; If I fay, wee ſpurne atthe vanity of rhe world, contemne the J yon of the 

Aeſh,and ſcoffe atthe temptations of Sathan, uſing the firſt, asif we uſed it not, making 
'Y the {cond the Temple of the Hol Ghoſt, andnot the members of a harlot, and that we are {o 
F = Coleff,;.2; farrefrom fearing, as wedehie the third, * Setting onr affeFions on things that are above, 


gnerd 13. 9. tall enemy, and © Arch-traytor to ourſonles, that * Prince of darkeneſſe, whoſe ſubtility is the. 


w aA was £. bY = 7 * 
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Fan and winnow them, to ſee whether they are Wheat or Chaftfe, Corne or Darnell: 


to ſhelter themſelves from the raine, run intothe river? For are we tempted? © The Lord , pl. 73-25, 


- us from God: | Hee that hateth his brother, walketh int darkeneſſe , and knoweth not whither 1, 16h, 4. ir : 


thou ſeeke after Peace and follow it: * That we forbeare and forgive one another , as Chriſt for- p Colofi, 3.136 


to the Chriſtian Reader. 
au4not on things of the earth - forif we will be heires of the Chutch' triumphant , wee 
muſt bee firſt ſoldiers of the Militant , and ſo following the advice and direction of 
the Apoſtle, ſtand againſt all theſe our enemies, ! Having the wqole ſpirituall Armour girt | 
about 1s, as the girdle of Truth, the Breſt-plate of Righteonſmeſſe, the Shield of Faith, the Hel-) Eth%6, 
met of Salvation, and the Sword of the ſpirit , not to catch at theſe allurements, or to be 
caught by them) not to ſtrike ſayle,or ſtoope to theſe afflictions, or to hang downe our 
heads, as if wee gave way tothem , or were contented rhat our weakenefle ſhould 
yecld to their ſtrength,or our joyes to their affliftions:rather to ſtand up couragiouſly, 
and toexpcll and reſiſt manfully, conſidering that wee are not onely heires, Tut Co- 
heires with Teſus Chriſt, in the participation and felicity of that heavenly Hiernſalem, 
whole joyes are infinite,and glory eternall. 
I deny not but affictions, and temptations may befall us, yea, I acknowledge they 
are ſubje&t and incident to the beſt and deareſt of Gods children, whom hee will try in 
the fire, to ſee whether they will prove filver, or drofle: yea, hee will come with his 


But the Children of God ſhould Þ rejoyce in tribulation, and © account it exceeding joy, ama - 3, : 


when they are tempted: yea, they mult confider® that God tempeth no man with evill: but it dlam. 113.14 
is our owne concupiſcence that draes and inticeth us to it.-In which reſpect, wee may ' 3 
juſtly ſay, itisa folly to hearken to temptation, buta miſery and madneſle to follow 
and embrace it. 

Far why ſhould diſcontent caſt us into deſpaire, except wee will reſemble the foo- 
liſh Saylor, who abandoneth the Helme in a ftorme, when he hath moſt neede touſei@ 
or the ſimple fiſh, that leapesfrom the pan to the hre , Or thoſe ignorant fosles, who, 


w 1! hold us up by his right hand, yea, * hee will not faile thoſe that ſeeke him: For he is ® our {Plal. 9.10, 
Recke and our fortreſſe, our ſhield and our refuge, yea, ® although hee hath wounded us, he will $ 4 gy bv 
bind np our wounds. And that we may yet lee a farther benefit,that accrueth to thoſe that = 
are tempted, let usread with joy, and retaine with comfort,that'Bleſſed 3s the m1art that ;lames 1, 12: 
endureth temptation,bee ſhall receive the Crowne of life, which the Lord hath promiſed to thoſe | 
that love him yea * they that truſt in the Lord, ſhall be as Mennt Sion, which cannot be remo= k Pale 125. x5 | 
ved, but abideth for ever. Is ils - 
When therefore (amongſt other temptations) choller ſb farre-prevaileth with us; "I 
(or rather the Devil with our choller)that wee imagine miſchiefe in our hearts, or life 
up our hands againſt our Chriſtian brother; let us then conſider what the Apoſtle tels 


he eoeth: yea, ® He that loves not his brother, is not of God. Hath any one therefore offen- # : lob. 4, :9 
ded thee? Why, conlider hee 1- a man, and no Angell, and as ſubject to infirmities as 
thy ſclfez as allo, that he is thy brother by Creation and Adoption, by Nature and by 
Grace, and that he beares the ſame Image and Reſemblance of God, as thy ſelfe doſt: vol 

in which regard thou art counſelled, ® Not to let the Sunne goe downe on thy wrath: * That ,, be. :'s. 


gives us, and | that if we livei Peace, the God of Peace will be with us. 
But ſome there are (yea alas, too too many) who are ſo* hardned in their hearts and r Plal.r4.58 
finnes,and ſo reſolute in their wilfulneſle, as in ſtead of relliſhing, they diſtaſte, and in 
ſtead of embracing, rejeQand disdaine this Chriſtian advice and counſell, opening 
their thoughts and heartsto 8ll vanities, or rather drawing up the Sluces and Flood- 
hatches to let inall impiety totheir ſoules, they give way to the treacherous baites of 
the World.to the alluringpleaſures of the Fleſh,and to the dangerous and fatall tem p- 
tations of the Devill, and lo cruelly imbrue their hands in the innocent blood of their 
Chriſtian brethren; and although the murthers off 4be/ by Cair out of Envie, of * Yrjah [Gen.4 8 
by David for Adultery, of * Abzer by 7oab for Ambition, of ® Naboth by Tezabelfor ma- On Wy | 
lice, and of? Zebu- his Sonnes by Athaliah for Revenge (with their ſeverall puniſhments x Kin.21-200 
which God inflifted on them for theſe their hainous apd horrible crinies) are prefi- 7 >Kin-211+ | 
| dents 
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"alames 5.13, 
-& Pſalm. 61-8. 
{£Ex0d.15.15. 
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"dents enough fearefull and bloody,to makeany Chriſtian heart diſſolve into pittie,and 


regenerate ſoule melt into teares, yet fith'new examples ingender and produce freſh 
ettects of ſorrow and compaſſion, and as it were, leave and imprint a ſenſible memory 
thereof in our hearts and underſtandingstherefore I thought it a work as worthy of m 

labovr(as that labour of a Chriſtian)to collect thirty ſeverall Tragicall Hiſtories, whic 

for thy more eaſe, and perfecter memory ,- Lhave digeſted into ſixe ſeverall Bookes; 
that obſerving, and ſeeing herein, as ina Chriſtall mirrour, the yariety of the Devils 
temptations,and the allurements of ſinne , wherewith theſe weake Chriſtians(the Au- 
thors and Aftors hereof) ſuffered themſelves to bee carried away and ſeduced: Conſi- 
dering, I ſay, the foulneſſe of their fats in procuring the deaths of their Chriſtian bre- 
thren, ſume through blood , others through poyſon,as alſo Gods miraculous deteCtion 
and ſevere puniſhmentthereof, in revenging blood for blood, and death for death; 
yea, many times repaying it home with intereſt, and rewarding one death with many, 
thatthe conſideration of theſe bloody and mournfull Tragedies , may by their ex- 
amples, ſtrike aſtoniſhinent to our thoughts , and amazement to our ſenſes, that the 
horrour and terrour thereof may hereafter retaine and keepe us withia the liſts of Cha- 
rity cowards men, and the bonds of filiall and religious obedience towards God, who 
tels-us by-his Royall Prophet,that**Wheſoever makere pit for others,ſhall fall into it bimſelfe: 


for bis miſchiefe will returne uponihis own head, and his cruelty fallnpon his ownpate. Which 


we ſhall ſee verified in theſe, who ſeduced partly by ſinne, but chiefly by Sathan, who 
isthe Author thereof, forgot the counſell of the Apoltle,* rfany one be affli ed, let him 
pray: and grieved,? to powre forth their heerts before God :, not confidering © the efficacie 
thereof, wor how Moſes made the bitter waters of Marah ſweet thereby ; yea they builded 
nat their faiths on God,and his promiſes, on, Chrift and his Church , on his Goſpell 


. and his Sacrament, but ſpurned at all theſe Divine comforts, and ſpirituall bleſſings: 


yea,and trampled that ſweet-{melling Sacrifice of prayer under their feete, which isthe 
Amtiidoteand preſervative of the ſoule againſt fin, and the Bulwarke toexpellallthe 
the fiery and bloody darts of Sathans temptations : yea, the very ladder whereby both 
aſpirations and ejaculationsof our ſoules. mount unto God,and his benefits and mercies 
deſcend unto us: and this,and only this,was both the Prologue to their deſtruftion,and 
their deſtriaction it ſclfe:the which I preſent unto the view,not only of thine eyes,but of 
thy heart and ſoule, becauſe tt isa Vertue in usto look onother mens Yices with hatred 
and dcteſtation , imitating herein the wile and skiltull Pilot, who.mournes to ſec the 
Rockes, whereon his neighbours bave ſuffered ſhipwracke : and yet-againe rejayceth, 


>, . that by the ſight thereof he may avoid his owhe - which 1ndeed is the true way, both to 
» ſecure our ſafety , and to preventour deſtruction,as well of the Temporall life of our 


bodiesin this World, as the Spirituall of our ſoules in that to come. 

TT muſt farther advertiſe thee,that I have purpoſely fetched theſe T ragicall Hiſtories 
from forraine parts: becauſe it grieves me toreport andrelate thoſe -- are too fre- 
quently commited in our owne Countrey, in. reſpect the ,misfortune of the dead may 
perchance cither afflict, or ſcaadalize their living friends3 who rather want matter of 
new conſolation , then cauſe of feviving old forrowes, .or becaule the in1quity ofthe 


 . times is (ach, thatit isaseafie to procure many enemies,as difficult to purchale one true 


friend: In-which reſpec, I'know that drvers,. both in matters of this;and af other na- 
tutes, have beene ſo cautious to diſguiſe and maske their Attors, under the vailes of 
othernames3- and ſemetimes beene inforced to lay their Scenes in ſtrange and un- 
knowne Countries. SEDEr 

For mine Owne part, I haye illuſtrated and poliſhed theſe Hiſtories, yet not framed 
them according tothe medell of mine owne fancies, but of their paſlions , , who have 
repefented-and perſonated them;and therefore if in ſomeplaces they. ſeeme tooamo- 
r0us, 01.16; Gther too bloody, I muſt juſtly retort the imperfeftion thereof on them, and 
not thy ſelfe on mee : ſithÞ only repreſent what they have ated, and: giyec that to the 
-publike, whichthey obſcurely perpetrated m private. is 
$25 "4 | by 
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| To the Chriſlian Reader. 


———— 


My intent,defire, and prayer is, that if thouart ſtrong in Chriſt,the peruſing and rea- 
ding of theſe Hiſtories may contirme -- taith, and thy defiance of all finnes in ge- 
nerall,and of Murther in particular,or if thou art but weak in the rules of Chriſtian for- 
titude and picty, that hereby it may incourage and arme thee againſt the allurements 
of the World and the Fleſh ; but eſpecially, againſt the ſnares and enticements of 
theDevill, which may ſtirre thee up either to Wrath, Deſpaire, Revenge, or Mur- 
ther : that by the contemplation thereof, thou mayſt reſemble the Bee,and not the Spi- 
der,and {o r ow honey from all flowers,but poiſon from none. | 

It ſhall bee the felicity of my thoughts, and the glory of my content and labour,if by 
the ſight of theſe Hiſtories , thou reape any Spirituall comfort or incouragement in 
this Chriſtian Warfare againſt the world,the fleſh and the Divell,our three profeſſed 
and fatall enemies:or if thou wilt be ſo wilfully negligent of thine owne good. as to ride 
poaſt by other mens ſinnes and vices,yet with leiſare take a curious and exatt ſurvey of 
thine owne,and in ſeeing them,not onely endevour,but ſtrive to refarme them. - 

If this firſtBooke of my Tragicall hiſtories worke any good effet in thee,in cauſin 
thee to aſſumeand take on a reſolution to hate thele finnes in thy (elfe, and to dete 
them in others;then the five other parts which T owe to my promiſe.and the frontiſpice 
tothee , ſhall not bee kept backe, or with-held thee,but in due time ſucceed thistheir 
elder ſiſter : having purpoſely enlarged thee this my Preface, becauſe this one ſhall 
ſerve for all lixe bookes, atleaſt, if the reſt be ſo happy to ſee the world, orl fo fortu- 
nate, that the World may ſee them. In themeans time, hoping that thy courteſie and 
charity will winke at ſome defects and impzrfetions, which may herein have lipt ei- 
ther from my Pen, or the Preſle, an4 wher2ot the malice of ſore; or peradventurethe 
ignorance of others mayaccule themſelves, by condemning mz; I recommend theſe 


my labours, from their paſſton,to thy friendſhip; from their cenſure,to thy judgment : « Deur. 0. 


- and usall tothe protetion of< God , 1/29 is ourlife , and the ſtrength of our dayes. * To **: 


whome be glory for evermore- __ 


Thy Chriſtian Friend, 


Ioun REvNnOLDs. 


QLD lf } 
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k in 1) 


GE EDD Hat myPromt{eowed fex of theſe Booker of Gods Revenge again(t 
35) Ke” | : 

0, DRC | Murther» theWarld,the Title,and my Epiſtle (to the Reader)of 
of ri Rf the firſb Boocke doth apparantly 'ſtiuc » 1t'xg now ſome tenne yeares 
BS EIS ence thar T publiſhed the third t ercaf. fance when,my time and [et- 

ESA ſrc bath beeneſtil{ſo imterrupted, and (44 it were )cut a ſunder by 
many di erent imervemng Acctdents, that I a -_ time both doubted and feared 
that the three'loſt Bookewould bave abſolutely dye upon the Deſigne: But 1 praiſe 
and bleſſe God ( He hath beenc ſo fatonrable tomy deſares, and ſo propitious to m 
intentions and reſolutionr)that I have cleered that doubt avd ſecured this feare; for 
now'( by His ſacred Afeſtance and Providence ) 7 have fully and compleatly fini- 
ſhed them, and ave here preſent all S$ixe Bookes te thee th one mtire Volunme, 1 am 
not-ſo vaine # preſumpticous , "to thinke that they deſerve to be ſeent and read of the 
more Indicions ; for my thoughts aſpire to nathing unpropertionable to my meant a- 
bilities, I knew it was a ſingular yreat and excellent poynt of wiſdome i Rs , 
who (by the Oracle of Apollo) was doomedthewifeſt of Men, to confeſſe and at- 
knowledge tothe World That he knew but one thing, which was,that he knew 
nothing. © aa Ho, 2. EO III. " 
he But here before 1 proceed further I miuſt Jet the World know that F underſtand 
there are ageneration of people who have beene ſo ftrangely ignorant, as to grve out 
WED. : that 


The Readvertiſment ” 


that theſe my Hiſtories are not Originals, but Tranſlations,e:tber from Italian ll © 
vr Frefich all ypth (with equdll 1:x#th and SHodeſty ) 1 firmely comraditt and Ne 
deny ,whaiber they 7e gardM attcr, Manncr,or Mcahod Wl Phiaſc,P laceyor Per- < 
ſons;'for contrgygwiſe 1 found out the grounds of them ih my Travels, apd(at mine ſ 
owne4e1ſure ) compoſed and penned them, according to the rule of my weake Fancie 
and Capacuty they being fo farre from Tranſlations, that as [ bave hitherto ref. 
ſed 1gamitate anyſtberem, but my ſelfe, ſobad F beene ſo ambitious or Vaineg lori- 
out tg baye grpen way, or conſent to1t omeFriends of mine inParis had fo long ſmce : 
done the three firſt Bookesanto French, from myfirſt Originall _ theresf : But k 
knowing Hunulity to bee the farreſs Ornament of a Writer, and Modeſty beſt h 
ro.become Vertuous Mindes, 1 have huherto prevented it, and doe ſtill reſolveſo : 
! ove, = i: | & | $i 
*. A(ow becauſe as Idlencfc makes ſome too curious, and Curiolity makes others : 
1109 ge ſou hath Ickewiſe pleaſed ſome(not ſo u1ſcreet as forward)to condemne and p 
raxe ſome of my-Hiltories forbemng loo long, and others for being tooſhort, as if I k 
were bound 10 oþſgrpe andp leaſe ther Fancze, more thenthe T: ruth , or mine owne : 
udgement,o7 "4 the contrrving and penning theredf 17 leve obliget th delight , 
ard content them before myſelfe, No, no, as long as I kuow Men gre as different in x 
their Opmions and Cenſures,as in their Countenances and Complexions, I ſhall ra. } 
ther connive ,and not regard their (worthy to be pittyed) Tgnorance,and reſolve and 
. content my ſelfe to contemne and paſſe by rather then to efteeme.or grieve at Thin | | 
will firſt I hope reade before they underſtand; and let me then requeſt them alſo that; ; 
theywill firſt underſtand, before they either cenſure, or taxe any part of what they ; 
reade, an! ſb I doubt not, but they will both ſee, and fande  that(in the penning and | 
pubjiſhing of theſe Biſtories )if 1 am not worthy of their Love, yet ( at leaſt )theiy 
unjuſt Fnvie and Detraction is every way unworthy of me;and that although many. 
Rookes of theſe our T tmes are not particular ly approved and liked of for the preſeat, 
get it is not impoſſible for the future both to reſpet# and honour them, ' and ſo 1 leave. 
theſe uncharitable Zoylilts to ſleepe flanding in the funplicity of thetr tynorance zf 
they will not be reftified and reformed by warning. And 7 will now droert my Pen 
to the wiſe and religious Chriſtian Readers, who well know what ſingular good ef- 
felts it worketh in therr Hearts, firs toreade with underſtanding, and then to ap- 
ply with Charity and Prudence, for whoſe ſakes ſolely I bave now added theſe my 
thiee laſt Bookes of Gods Revenge againſt the Crying Sinne of wilfull Mur- 
ther to the three former, For I ſend them to (be publike good, whereunto all our En- 
deavours ſhoulditend, tothe Propagation of Chriſtian Love and Char ity among 
Mn, whereat all our Euterpriſes ſhuuld ayme, andto the flou niſhing Advancement 
of G ods Honour and Glory, to whichall the thoughts of our Hi earts,and Faculties 
of or Soules ſhould chiefely aſp re and leve [l. 


And 


0 ee 


ts. 


— 


_—_— 


Tothe Chiiſhan Reader. 


—— 


= hd becaieſe' Scaliz er"affirmes,' That nothing ſo ſoonealluresor drawes a 
Reiderto peruſe and reade, as zſtringe ThrameandArgument'y Therefore 
this Path benny” eldomu(jf ever )troden or beaten by any other, amgſe far from des 


[pairing as Tam confident;'at leaſt of thy Acceptance, if notof thy apps tion of 
« 


theſ, e my Labowss . and the ſooner, 1 betiniſe as thouhaſt beretofore dighirthened my 
Stationer of the three firſt of theſe Boeks, ſo be ( in contemplation theref') hath now 
drawne the three laſt of them from me to the Preſle , with a more then common and 
wſuall Importunity ; and I ſhall beare this content to my Grave, and I hope from 
thence to Heaven, that mm penning of them all, I ſhall Jeave no pernicious Heire be- 
hinde me, to infef} Touth with Scurrility ;or corrupt therr Mamners and Inclinati- 
ons with Incemtives te Lewdneſſe and Vanity , which as it is the ſhame of this our 
Age, ſo it ought to be the care of evtry good Man, to ſhunne that which [6 many of 
our lewd and laſcrvious Pamphlets do not, In wrating hereof, I have conſecrated 


my Pen rather to Inſtruftton then EJoquence ,and to Charity rath:1 than Curiofgy,\ 


and have made irmy chiefeſt Care, Ambition, and Conſcience, to profit thy Soule, 
rather then topleaſe thine Bare, and to ſavour more of Heaven than Earth ; Tea,1 
will afprme (with equal Truth and "Boldneſſe) that I have writtex it with ſo mn- 
nocent a Pen, that the pureſt and moſt unſtained Virgin ſhall not need to make her 
beautifull Cheeks guilty of the leaſt. B luſh in peruſing it all over, | 

It is with noſmall Coſt and Labour , that I firſt procured, then penned theſe 
Hiſtories, and have now foltſhed and prepared them to the Preſſe, aſwell forthe 
ext: rpating of that Execrable {inne of Murther ( which cryes ſo loud ts Heaven 
for Vengeance) as alſo to ſhew thee Gods ſacred Juſtice and righteous Tudgements 
tn the Vindication of the mbumane Authors thereof ; to the end, that (by the kaow- 
ledge andreading of them) thou mayest become more C haritable and mere hate Cru- 
elty, by their wretched and lamentable Examples, having berein endeavoured (as 
much as in me lyes) to make my Reader a Spettator, first of theſe their foule and 
b hoody Crimes, and then of thetr condigne and exemplary Puniſhments, which (as 
a diſmall Storme and terrible T empeSt from Heaven) fell on them on Earth, when 
they lea$t dreamt or thought thereof, 

And here to conclude this my Readvertiſement to thee , I religiouſly from my 
Heart mmtreat thee to reſpett the Matter , not the Words , and the Importance and 
Conſequence ore then the Dreſſmng of theſe Thirty ſeverall Tragicall Hiſtories, 
whales, I will account and eſteeme it a far greater Happineſſe for my ſelfe to learne 
true Charity, and the tru? Feare of Go4 im writing them , then to preſume of my 
Ability to inſtrufÞ and teach others by reading them, becauſe I may juStly an: truly 
ſay with Lipſtus , That my Ame and Defire in publifhing of them, Is not that1 
might bee made greater , but better thereby, and (if it pleaſe God) others 
by mce. 

What Spirituall Fortitude, or Benefit, thou reapeit by thetr Knowledge and 
ET RR - Contemplation, 


——_— RW. 
ti. —{__—_ 


OC —_—_ 


i co 


- Tothe Chriſtian Reader, 


C ontemp(ation , 1 exhardthee, wy fiead of. wiving meany Thanks; ts reſerpe and 
give them whol(y.toed,; who 49 the G ryet of all gaod things ,) yea , the Father 


of Mercy, \atg tba Golbef all Comfort and C enſolatiphy,\ to whoſe @race I commit 
thee, ceſonang, thee teſeifh memwuth thy fievourable Opmian, and daily prayers t 
His Throne'ef Grate, os f ſhell.ever bexeady to requitethee with mane, 
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Thy Chriſtian Friend,” -: 1 
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1 FONOURABLE | 
GEORG=&, Lord Marquis 
11:5 of "Buckingham, KC; 
Right Honourable, <8 | b | 
WM Bout ſome two yeares ſince, I (from beyond the Seas) 
preſumed to ſend your Honour two ſeverall pregnant 
teſtimonies, as well of my aftion to your ſervice, 
as of my. zeale toyour proſpcrity ; not that perfor- 
med thoſe then, or remember themnow, 1n regard 
*t your fortuncs, bur of your vertues ; for I know, 
that to flatter, 1s to betray Greatneſſe : a vice moſt ig- 
"I noble in it ſelfe, and therefore moſt improper for 
your «Honours recdity ot acceptance, (ith your actions ſtill make it appa- 
rcnt to our Sacred Soverargre, and his mo!t Excellent Majeſty to all the 
World, that you are truly Honourable, truly Noble : and now to ſecond 
my two former acknowledgements of zeale and duty to your Honour, 
with thisthird , I though in a leſle ſerious, yet more publick manner) pre- 
ſame ro make you the Worthy and Noble Patron of the firſt Book of my 
Tragicall Hiſtories, (ſome of the meane obſervations and colleions of my 
fender Travels,) wherein The Triumphs of Gods Revenge agarnit the crying 
&> execrae [in of Murther,are ſo eminent and conſpicuous,that(cxcept my 
hopes betray my judgement) they are made obvious to the ſight, and con- 
fequeraly profitable to the ſoule of a Chriſtian ; and not to prophane either 
your Honours cares, or my pen, with tae leaſt ſpark or ſhadow of an un- 
truth, my preſ:mption had not beene ſo ambitious, to have committed theſe 
Hiſtories to the Preſſe, except witha deſire, that in ſome ſort they might 
thereby repree that helliſh ſin, 'eainſt which they ſolely conteſt and 
fght, and Which in theſe our dayes (with as much pity as griefe) makes ſo 
4 2 ; bloody | 


— ——— 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


bloodic and fo lamentable a progreſſion, thereby to krveas (tops and pre- 
 ventions, in our England, in imitation of the Catarracts of Ny/ue , which 
keepe Egypt from being ſubmerg'd with her Inundation : hg#had1aſpitcd 
to XA them under the wings of your Honours Patronage and ? 


on, but that thercby they might finde the ſurer paſſage, in converſing with 
the difterent Options [bir 5 ſafer, in mectik/ak the Kple Ning 
Cenſures ofthe World ; and if your Honour pleaſe {ele fome few aghres 
from your more ſcrious and weighty Afﬀaires, ard vouchPfe tmiploy them 
on the different Accidents theſe Hiſtories report and relate, I (with as 
much humulitic as confidence)preſume, that you will eſteemethem, if not 
profitably lent, yernot cectbigl] ,hor viciouſly caſt away, in the peruſall 
and contcthplation thereof, Howſoeyer, they proceed from his Pen, whoſe 
Heart not only admires and honours your Vertues, but rejoyceth inthe 
Reward thereof, your Fortunes ; for I live not,if in the ſincerity and candour 
of my Soule, I wiſhnot that your Honeur may ſtill remaine firme to theſe, 
and hele eternally fixed and conſtant to You ; and from your Honour, ſuc- 
ceffively to your Poſterity, tranſcendently to your (ame, i 7 


-— 


E 
LY 


Your Honours 


in all duty andScrvice, 


Joun RxYTMOLYS. 


UMI 


ATABLE 


"of all the Letters (and Challenges) contained 
in theſe whole Six Bo ox's ; With the Pages 


where to finde them. 
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iy Ermanda #0 Beranford. 6 
Betanferd to Mermandas ib. 
Grand Pre toBerandford. 4 Challenge. 7 
De Malleray i Grand ay A Challenge. 11 
ChriQenera #0 Piſanj. -: 18 
Pifani to Chriſtenera, ib. 
Chriſtenera to Piſani. ,* *, * 4 + Þe 
Pu ni /oChriſtenera. .-\- |... ,"'-1,.29 
rino to Piſani. :; A Challevge. , 22. 


elina to Mortaigne. , : "12-134J2 
lina to Calintha. -;;;; a 1:41:83 
o[iatha z9 Jofſeling, | - 1.94 
mero to Beatrice-Joana. 4.6 
Bearrice-Joanato Alſemero. :., | - : -- ib. 
mero#0 Beatrige-Joana:' | $7 


aſo Piracquo #9 Ailemera.. Chu, 54 
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Sypontus to Vitorynae©n: 11) vi 10143 BY 


$ypontus to Viſtoryna,2101)i: 14) 1:2 dil 184 
KZoryna f#oSypontus, «2117! a1 005" 85! 


rus to Vitoryna, «£1; © v2 chnitbl 
Anponio to Berinthia .£!; '!2 5 2h £5199, 
Berinthia to Antonio. ib. 
Antonio #0 Beriathia. ' Ioo 
Berinchiato Antonio. 103 
Antonio #0 Berinthia. I04 
Vilarezo to Sebaſtiano. 107 
Sebaſtiano to Antonio, 4 Chalkage. 108 
Phligny #9 Lauriera. I19 
Lauriets zo Poligny, 120 
Bellvile zoPoligny. A Challenge. 121 
La Palaifiere to Poligny. 123 
Poligny to La Palaiſiere, I24 
Bellvile #s Lauriera, 126 
Laurieta #0 Bellvile. 127 
Perina #0 Caſtelnoyo. 141 


CaſtelnovotsPerina. 
Perina to Caſtelnovo, 
Caſtelnoyo to Perina. 


Brellati zo Berrolini. 
S:orio to Paulina, 
Paulina to Sturio., 


142 
143 
144 
Caſtelnovo ro his Son Caſtelnovo., 145 


A Challenge. 154. 
, I 58 
ib, 


Stario #0 Bertolini. A Challenge. 160 


a 3 


on - 2 Book, III. Page. 
Vaurnartin to De Salez. A Challenge. 197 
De Salez to Vaumartin. 197 
Yaumzrtin #61de Salez. 198 
Argentier #0 De Salez.. 200 
Baretano to 217 
Clara to Barerano, 218 
Baretano fo Clara. ib. 
Clara to Baretano. 219 
'} Leonardato Albemate. 225 
-> LaVaſſelay to De Bremay. 244 
De Bremay #0 La Vaffelay. ib. 
La V afſelay toDe Merſon. 246 
D# Merſon #0 La Vaſſelay. 247 
E&Yafſelay to De Merſon. iÞ. 
De Merſon to La Vaſſelay: ib. 
idelia and Celeſtina to Alcaſero. |. 255' 
;arpito Fidelia. 260 
Fideliato Carpi. 261 
Carpi to Fidelia. 263 
Alcaſero to Carp), A Challenge. 265 
Book. IV, Page. 
Don Juan to Idiaques. 247 
Don Juan to Marſilli3. 248 
Idiaques to Don Juan, ib. 
Marfilliazo Don Juan, 249 
Don Juan to Marfillia. 250 
De Perez to Don Juan. A4Challerge. - 251 


Don 


The T able of the Leters. 


Don Juar to De Perez. 


Cafino to Sophia: -- 


252 
La Precoverre #0 Harcourt, 271 
La Precoverte #9 Maſſerina, ib. 
Harcourt1s Li Precoverce. 272 
M-flerina toLaPrecoverte, - 273 
Borlary to Planeze. A Challewge ' 290 
Planeze #0 Borlary O41 291 
Borlary to Fcliſanna. 295 
Felifanna to Borlary. IÞ. 

. Borlary to Feli/anna. | 296 
Planeze toBorlary. A Chalhnge. 298 
Caſtruchio #0 Borlary, 4 
Blancheville 50 Beaumarais, I 
Champigny fo Beaumarais. A Chel/enge.313 
Beaumarais to Champigny. s 
Fermia to Moron 293 
Fermiato Moron $33 
Moron 30 Fermia. "id. 
Fermia to Moron. ;83 6 
Meronts Fermia. ibid. 

Book, V. Page, 
Babtiſtyna and Amarantha zo Streni 343 
Babtiſtyra and Amarantha 6 Jaquinra ib, 
Streni to Babriſtyna and Amarantha. 244 
Jaquinra#o Babtiſtyna and Amaranchs.245 
Amarancha#oStreni. 349 
Amarantha :s Babtyſtina. iÞ. 
Catharina to Deltio., 367 
Martino to Delrioc iÞs 
Delrio to Catharing, - 368 
Delrioto Martino. $69 
Delriote Cecilliang, is. 
Cecillianato Delrio, | 776! 
Father Thomas ts Cecilligna, - 280 


Palara to Pellinda, 


Sophia ts Caſino 385 
to Cafſino. 336 

Caffizo to Sophia 337 

Caſfiao t Sophia, ib. 

Sophia to Caſlino 388 

Caflino ts Sophia. 339 

La Pratiere #0 Valfontaine.; ' ' 402 

Valfontaine to La Pratiere. ib, 

La Pratiere to Valfonraine. 403 

Qntbeiſie to LON. iÞ. 

tbrifſon to V alfontaige. 

Salyna fo Vaſti. bs 

Vaſti to Salyna. 20 

Salyna to Valſti. dia 
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Book VI. 

Imperia to Morofini. 

Morofini to Imperia- 

Imperia to Moroftni, 

Morofini ts Imperia- 

Bondino ts Palmerins, 

De Laurier #0 Da Pone. 

Hippolito #0 Roderigo. 

Roderigo #s Hippolito. 

Cervantella zo Roderigo: 

Dominicato Roderigo. 

Roderigo to Cervantella. 

Roderigo #8 Dominica. ' 

Cervantella zo Roderigo. 

Sandifiore to Urſina. 

Urfina to Sandtifiote. 

Sanftifiore toUrſina. 

Urfinato Sanifiore. 

' Plicedots Urfing. 926 
Bellinda co Palara. *t\/ oi”! 
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Bn IST. 1V. 
Beatrice-Joana, to marry Aller , canſeth de F| _—_ fo fo ag A Piracquo, who was 
« ſwter ns: rk pr: Sher: eat A rye) them both. 
Tomaſo Piracquo challeageth Alſemero forbvs  mhek, Alſemero bk hies treache- 
ronſly 3a the field, and it beheaded for the ſe bil bubedethravarigns the $697 [t bis exec u= 
tion be confeſſetb, dhot bis de Flores wartbere# $1 art. 
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HisT. V. 
Alibius mwrtbereth bis Wife Merilla : heir Efcoveret, fifly Bernardo,thes by Emelia bis ows 
Daughter: bs no ton fe. Pag.57 
The Contents of the Second Book: 
#157. VL 


© Vitoryna couſeth Sypontiis to fieb and marther ber frft Hurband Souranza, and (he her ſel 
arms bi ber ſecond : ſo they both bring miraculouſh deteFed, and convifed of fs 
their crwell mmwnthers, he is beheaded, and for hanged ond bura for the ſame. Pag.77 


HisrT. VII. 
Caralina ceuſeth ber watt mide Anfilva, two ſeverall times #0 atteenpt to poyſon her own Siſter 
Berinthia : whereis ſhe afterwards makes as E mperick,, termed Sarmiata , poyſon her 
ſaid mailde Anfilva: Catalina 3s R3Hed with 8 Thunder bolt , and Sarmniata hanged for poyſo- 
wg Andie Antonib, teekr Berinthia away by ber own conſent : wherexpon ber Brother 
ano f2h1rwith Antonio, 4nd kil: his ins Duel! : Berinthia, i» revenge hereof, af- 
terwards exurthereth her brother Sebaſtiano : fbe 31 adjudged to be immared 'twixt two wals, 
aud there languiſheth awd dies. Pag-95 
H1isT. VIIL. 
Bellvile treacheroufly murtheratbPoligny 3s the freet. Lanrieta, Poligny' s Myſtris , betrs geth 
Bellvile #0 ber Chawþeraud there is e ſhoots birs thorow the body with 8 Piftoll, ples] - 
ſifted by her waiting -enedde Lacilla, They Bowie iſe give him many wound: with a Poxiard, a 
eurther him. Lal flying for this hd. drowned is 4 Lake, and Laurieta ir taken and ron 


\ 60, and buras for the ſame. . Way Fn) Pag-115 
W: CC ICTs 
Jacomo de Caſteliovs, wr ja | im love wit ie danger io Law Perina , hicows [onne 
©*Praticiſco'de Caſt ehovs $ ns whoon 0 enjoy, be cauſeth Jerantha firſt 10 poyſon bir owne 
Lady Fi delta, Ng ting ors + Franciſcg aj, Kc Caſtelnovo; ie revenge w , Perina 
hoon anwrtboreth Bilw 3 #, ſeraotho'” reath to dye in travell of childe, confe efſeth ber. 
"two murthers, for the which ſhe it Perina hath her right head cut'o and is 
condemned to aA an; RY where pref jarppety te dies. P3g.13 Z 
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The Contents. 
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him is his bed, and thes takes her to his Wife ;, ſhe turnes Strumpet, and cuts his thrort ; as heig 
dzing, be accuſeth her of this bloody fa? , and birnſelſefor emarthering bis Father Argentier : ſo 
 bls dead bady tz berg d tothe Goltomer,: than burnt , La Hay confeſjeth this merther, and like» 
wiſe #hat ſh: cavſed Michaelle, to payſon La Frange zſhe bath ber right havd cut off, and 6tbew 
burs: alive; Michac!ic is broken ox the wheele aud his dead bedythrawne inte the River.pag' 175 


H1sST. XII. 

Albemare caxſeth Pedro end Leonardo ro muriher Barerano, and be after marrieth Clara, 
whom Barecano ft ſaughs ta merry; He can{erb his rpan Valerig toro ſos Redroin priſes, 
and by @ Letter which LeqQnerdo ſex; kim, Clara perediver that ber Huzhand Albemare hed 
hized aud cauſed Pedro god Leanarda. to mar;har berfirft Love Barezano : which Letter ſhe 
reveales to the Indge ; ſo hey havged, 441 Fhewiſe Valeriq asd Leanardo for theſe their bleody 
crimes. Pag-211 

H1'sT. XIII. 

La Vaſſelay poyſoncth ber weiting mgide Gratiana, becauſe ſbe it jealous thet her burband De 
Mezsfon is diſboveſt with her ; wherewpox be lives from ber ; iu revenge wheneef, be cauſeth bir 

Mes: Villete to murther bim in « Waod and then wegrries bi is requitall. Theſaid Ls Viil- 
lete 8 rare «fter riding thorow the ſame wood, his Horſe falrwith him, aud almoſt hilt him ;, 
when be confeſſtth the ennrther of bis Maiter De Merſon, end 2ccuſeth bis Wife La V :flelay 
tobe the cauſe thereof : ſo for theſe ' heir bloody crimes, he it hanged, andſhe burnt alive. pag.233 


H1isT. XIV. 

Fidelia axd Czleftina cauſe Carpi and Monrelegane, with their two Lackier, Lorenzo aud 
Anſelmo, to wariher their fatber Captoine Benevente, which they performe, Manteleane 
nd his Lackie Anſelmo are droweed. Fidelia bangs her ſelfe, Lorer 70 ir banged far 4 robbery, 
68d 81 the Gallows confeſſeth the mprtherjiag of Benevyentesz Carpi hath bis right hand, then 
his head ent off ,, Czleltina A ud her baby burat. P#8-353 

LS T- XV, 


| Manrice like « bloody vil/aiee, and demnable ſoxne, throwes his Mother Chriſtina into «Well, and 


drownes hey © the ſame hand and arme of his wherewith he did it, rots away from his body ;, and be- 
ing di{:razed of bis wits is priſes, be thiresonfe([eth this fouls and inhurione murther, for the 
which he 5s bawged. | Pag, 269 
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The Contents of- the Third Book. 
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Hier, XVI, 
Idizques cauſeth his ſonue Don Ivan i worry Marblita, aud then commits Adultery and Thcelt 


eith ber ;, She makes her Father in Lew [diaques to peyſon hizold wife Hon011:, and likew?#$ 


makes her ows Brother De Perez to kill her Chamber-maide Machurina; Don Ivan afterwards 
kib De Perez, 528 Ducll, Marſill1s both ber braines dafot vw by a horſe, and ber body is after + 
werds condemned to be burst ; Idiaques 31 bebeaded, his bodg conſurned io df{e5, and throwae in- 
to the aire. - | | 2.1 Page24! 
H1isT. XVIL 
Harcourt ſealer away his Brother Vimoryes wife, Maſlerina, 48d keeps ber is ddphery; She t3- 
reth Tivoly (as Italians Monntebanke) to poyſon La Precoverte, who was Harcourgs Wife , 
Harcourt &ils bis brother Vimory, aud thes marries his Widow Maſſerina ; Tivoly is banged 
for arobbery, and at birexecution accuſeth Maſerina for kiring kim to poyſos LaProcoverce, 
for the which ſheis lthewiſe hanged, Noel (who war Harcourts man)os bir death-bed fuſpeFeth 
and gccuſeth bir ſail Maſter for killing of his Brother Vinny, whereef Harcourt heivg fornd 
greilty, he is broken alive ow @ wheel: for the ſame. Pg 6 a 
it. 
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H1isT. XVIIL Y 
Komeo (the Laquty of Borlary) &/s Radegonda, the Chomber-maide of the Lady Fdlifanna 
' inthe ſtreet, and is banged for the ſame ; Borlary afterward: bireth Caftruchio (ew Apotheca- 
1g) to poyſon ber Hurband Seignior Planeze, for the which Caſtruchio ir hanged, and bir bo- 
dy throwne into the River, 8nd Borlary is beheaded, and they burnt. pag. 287 


HrT1sT. XIX. __ 

Beaumarays, ewd bis Brother Montaigne,ki# Champigny, aud Marin (js ſecond) in « Duel, 
Blaricheville (the Widow of Champigny) is revenge thereof hirerb Le Valley (who war ſer- 
vent to Beaumarays) to muriber bir ſaid Maſter with a Piſtoll, the which be doth, for thewhi: h 
Le Valley i: broken on 6 Whee'e, and Blanchevilie banged for the ſame. Pag-309 


HIST.'AX, 
Lorenzo murthereth his Wife Fermis:, He ſowe twenty yeares after (as altogether unknowne) rob- 
beth bis (awd ber) ſoune Thomafſo, who likewiſe (not knowing Lorenzo to be bir Father) doth 
accuſe him for that robbery, for the which heis hanged. pag-325 
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The Contents of the Fifth Book. 


H1sST. XXI. 
Babtiſtyna 4#d Amarantha poyſos their Eldeft Siſter Jaquinta, "after which Amarantha conſeth 
her ſervants, Bernardo end Pierya to ftifle her elder Sifter Babriſtyna is ker Bed, Bernardo 
 fhieg away, breokes bis neck with a fall off his Horſe, 'Pierya i: hanyed for the ſame, ſo likewiſe 
is Amarantha, 424 her body after buyet . Bernardo being buried, his body is againe taken #), 
and hanged 10 the Gallower by his feet then burnt and his afþes throwsne into the River. pag. 339 


be HIST. XXI1. 

Martino poyſowerh bis Brother Pedro, aud murtherth Monftedo is the ftreet;, He afterward: 
growes mad, audin his confeſcion reveals both theſe exurther110 Father Thomas his Ghoſtly Fa- 
ther, who afterward; dying reveales it by his Letter to Cecillian?, who was Widew to Monfredo, 
nd Sifter toPedro and Martino. Martino bath firſt Lit right hand cut off, aud the is hanged 
for the ſame. Pag. 369 

HisT. XXII. 

Alphonſo poyſoncth his ows Mother Sophia, and after ſhoots and kili Caſſino (as he war walking 
is bis Garden) with aſhort Musket (or Carabyne from a Window. He js beheaded for thoſe 1wo 
murtherr, then burnt, and his afbes throwne imto the River. Pag-393 


H1isT. XX1V. 

Pont Chauſey kils La Roche iz a Duel. Quatbriſſon cauſeth Moncallier (an Apothe- 
cary to poyſon bis own Brother Valfontaine, Moncallier after fals, and breaks his neck 
from a paire of (tairs. Quatbriſſon likewiſe cauſeth his Fathers Miller Pierot ts nmrther, 
and ſtrangle Marieta in her Bed, and to throw her body into his Mill-pond. Pierot the 
Miller is Toke alive on awheele , and Quatbrifſon firſt beheaded, then burnt for the 


ſame ; Pag-397 
Hiſt. XX V. 

Vaſti firſt murthereth bis SonneGeorge, and next pryſoucib bis owne wiſe Helter, and being 

ied by a wad BuBin the fields, be revealeth theſe his irromnrthers, forthe 


afterwards almoſt killed 
which beisfir ft hanged aud thes burst. P3842 [ 
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The Contents of the ſixth Book. - 
| H1isT. XXVI. 

Imperia for the love ſhee beares to young Moroſini, ſeduceth and canſeth hi C with his two 
conſort, Aſtonicus and Donato) to ſtifle to death her old husbhand Palmerius in his bed 3 
Moroſini azisfortunately letting fall his gloves in Palmerius bis chamber that night which 
be did it They are found by Richardo the Nephew of Palmerius, who knowes them to bee 
Morgſinies,and doth thereupon accuſe him and his Aunt Imperia,for the Murther of his Vn- 
ke, So they together with their acceſſaries Aſtonicus and Donato,are all foure of then: ap- 
prehendedand hanged for the ſame. pap. 443 


His T. XXVII. 
Father Jatinian @ Prieſt, an4 Adrian aw Inze keeper, poyſen De Laurier, who waz lodrd in bis 
bouſe, andthew bury him i: his Orchard ; where a month after a Wolfe digs him up, and devoures 
a great part of bis body ,, which Father Jaſtician azd Adrian »aderſianding, they flye upon the 
fame, but are afterwards bothof th:m appreh:nded and hanged for it. Page 471 


H1iST. X XVIIt: 

Hippolito eurthereth Garcia is the ſtreet by night, for the which be 3s hanged. Dominica and hey 
Chamber- mide Deniſa poyſoneth her Husband Roderizo; Deniſa ofterward: ſtravgleth ber 
own new borne Babe, and throwes it intoa Pond, for the which ſheis hanged ; on the Ladder ſhe 
confeſſed that ſhe was acceſſary, with her Lady Dominica in the poyſoning of ber Hurband Ro- 
derigo ; for thewhich Dom'nica is apprebended, and likewiſe hanged. pag.439 


H1IsT. XXIX. 

Sanfifiore (pos promiſe of marriage) gets Urſina with childe, and then afterwards very ingrate» 
fullyand treacherouſly rejeFetb her, and marries Bertranna : Urſina being ſer,iÞle of this her 
diſgrace diſguiſeth her ſelfe in a Friers habit , and with a caſe of Piſtolt kils Santifiore as he is 
walking in the fields, for the which ſhe 3 hanged. Pag.503 


H1sST. XXX. 
De Mora #reach:ro»fly kils Palura in « Duellwith two Piſtols : His Lal Bellinda with the 
aide of ber Gentlemas Yhher Ferallo , pcyſoneth her Husband De Mora , aud afterwards ſhee 
marrieth and murthereth her ſaid Husband Ferallo is his bed ; ſo ſheis burat alive for this her 
laſt murther, aud ber aſhes throwne into the gire for the firis. Page $27 


THE 


TRIVMPHS OF GODS 
REVENGE AGAINST THE 


Crying and Execrable finne of Murther. 


HisToORTE LI 


Haurtefelia canſeth La Freſnay an Apothecary, to poyſon her brother Grand Pre and his wife 
Mermanda,and js likewiſe the can e that her ſaid brother kils de Malleray her owne husband 
in a Duel! : La Freſnay condemned to be hanged for arape on the Ladder confeſſeth his two 
former Murthers, and ſayes that Hautctclia ſeduced an:4 hired him to performe then : Haus 
tefelia 75 likewiſe apprehended: and ſo for the cruell Murthers, they are both put tojevere and 
cruell deaths. | 


F our contemplation dive into elder times, and our curioſity 
turne over the variety of ancient and moderne Hiſtories ( as 
well Divine as Humane ) wee ſhall ind that. Ambition, Re» 
venge,and Murther, have ever proved fatall crimes to their 
undertakers - for they are vices which fo eclipſe our judge= 
ments, and darken our underſtandings, as we {hall not onely 
ſce with griefe, but finde with repentance, that they will 
bring us ſhame for glory, affliction for content, and miſery 
for felicity : Now as they are powerfull in men, ſothey are 
(ſometimes) implacable in women,who(with as much vani- 

ty as malice ) delight in theſe linnes : asif that could adde grace to their bodies,thatde- 
formes their ſoules, or luſtre & proſperity to their daies,that makes ſhipwracke both of 
their fortunes and lives. It rs with griefe and pitty (yea not with paſſion, but compaſli- 
on)that I inſtance this in a Gentlewoman,who was borne to honour,and not toſhame, 
had not theſe three aforeſaid vices (like {0 many infernall furies ) laine her glory in the 
duſt, and dragged her body toan untimely and infamous grave.Itis a Hiſtory that hath 
many ſorrowtull dependancegand which produceth variety of dilaſterou: and mourn« 
full accidents: wherein(by the juſt judgement of God ) we ſhall ſe Ambition bitterly 
ſcourged, Revenge ſharpely rewarded, and Murther ſeverely puniſhed.3z by whoſe ex- 
ample, if all that profeſle Religion, become leſleimpious, and moxe truly religious, we 
ſhall then leade the whole courſe of our livesin ſuch peacetull and happy tranquility, 
as(arming our ſelves with reſolution to liveand die in the favour of Heaven)we needs 
not feare either what.earth,or hell can doe-unto us. The Hiſtory 1s thus. 


N 
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Eere Anxone(a ſtrong and antient .T owne ppon the frontiers of Burgwndy, and the 
free County)dwelt an aged: grave Gentleman'(nobly deſcended,ang of very aire - 
> =p demaynes ) 
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demaynes) named Monfexr de Grandmont,who had to his wife a vertuous Lady,rexmed 
Madammoyſelle de Carnye, the onely daughter of Monſcewr de Buſerat a worthy Gentleman 
of the City of Dole : this marryed couplefor a long time lived in the greateſt height of 
content, that either Earth could afford,or their heartsdefire, for as one way they grew 
opulent inlands and wealth, ſo another way they were indued with three hopeful! 
Sonnes,Grand Pre, Vilenewfe, and Maſſeron,and with two daughters, Madamoyſelles de Hiw- 
tefelia, and de Creſſye : a fayre poſterity : they bleſt in their Parents,and their Parents ho- 

ing themſelves bleſt inthem : ſo as (to the eye of the world) this one family promi- 
ſed to make many,(eſpecially fith the youngelt of the five had already attained its tenth 
yeare)but God in his providence ordayned the contrary. 

Grand Pre(as the firſt and chiefeſt pillar of the houſe ) craves leave of his Father that 
he might ſerve his apprentiſhip in the warres, under the command of that incompara- 
ble Captaine, Grave Maxrice, then Earle of Naſſaw, lince prince of Orexge, Vilenenfe de- 
lighting in bookes, his Father thought fit to ſend to Poxt-ax Moyſſorr, and thinking to re- 
taine Maſſeror with himz he for his beauty was begg'd a Page by that valorous Mar- 
ſhall of France who ſo wilfully and unfortunately loit his head in the Baſtile of Paris. 

Asfor their two daughters, Haxtefel;a lived with her parents ; and deCreſſye they pre- 
ſented to a great Lady of Burgundy, who was long {ince the moſt aftiited and ſorrow- 
full Wife and Mother to the Barons of Lyx,Father and Sonne, who were borh ſlaine by 
that generous and brave Lorayxe Prince,the Knight of Gayſe. 

But behold the inconſtancy of fortune, or rather the power and pleaſure of heaven, 
whichcan ſoone metamorphoſe our mirth into mourning, our joyes into teares, anc 
our hopes intodeſpaire : for within the compaile cf one whole yeare,we ſhall ſee three 
of theſe five Children laid in their graves, and of three ſeverall deaths, for Vileneufe was 
drowned at Port-au Moyſſor as be bathed himſclfe in the River : Maſſerox was killed in 
a Duel at Fontaine bleau by Roſſat a Gaſton, being page to the Duke of Eſpernon:and Hau- 
tefelia dyed at home of a burning Feaver with her Parents; a triple lofſe, which doth 
not onely afflict their hearts and ſoules, but alſo ſeemes todrowne their eies with a de- 
luge of mournefull and forrowfull teares. 

Grandmont and de Carny his Wife, being thus made unfortunate and wretched by the 
death of three of their chnldren, they reſolve to call home their other two, to bee com- 
forts and props to their old age, but their hopes may deceive them. Firſt;from the Ba- 
roneſle of Lxx comes de Creſſye, who ſucceeding her lifter, we muſt now terme by the 
name(or rather by the title )ot Haztefelia; who hath a great and bloudy part toaCt upon 
the Theater of this Hiſtory : and after her very ſhortly comes Grand Pre from Holand, 
CAE divers ſervices) hee left many honourable and memorable markes of his 
prowefle and valour behinde him. 

Vpon his arrivall to his Fathers houſe,the flowre of all the nobility and gentry of the 
Country, come to condole with him, for the death of his brothers and fiſter, as alſo to 

tulate his happy returne(an office and complement which exprefleth much affe- 

Qion and civility) they find Grand Pre a brave compleate Gentleman, not in outward 
ide,but in inward generoſity and vertue, notin the vanity of fafhionsand apparell, 
Pat in the perfeCtions and endowments of his mind and body: he is wholly addicted to 
the exerciſe of warre, and not to the art of courting of Ladies, hisdelights are in the 
campe of Mars and Be//ona, and not in the palace of Veansand Cupid, well knowing that 
the one will breed him honour and glory, and the other ſhame and repentance; his pa- 
ſtimes are not criſping and powdering of his haire, quarrelling with his taylor for the 
faſhion of his cloathes,dancing in velvet pumps, and tracing the ſtreet in a neate per- 
famed Boote with jangling Spurres 3 yea, hee reſembleth not young ſpruce Courtiers, 
who thinke no heaven to brave oe nor Paradiſe tothat of their Miſtreſle beau- 
y A for he onely praCtiſeth riding of great horſes, Tilting, running at Ring, diſplaying 
Colours, t the Pike, handling the Musket, ordering of Ranke and File, there- 

by to make himſelfe capable toconduQ and embattaile an Army, and to environ, _ 
tifie, 
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vowesthere isno mulicke tothe ratling of the Drumme and Trumpet,andrto the thun- 
dring of the Musketand Canon, butthis warlike and Marſhall humour of his ſhall not 
JaitJong:/Wherein we may obſerve the vanity'of our thoughts, the inconſtancy of our 
dclights,and the alteration and mutability-of our reſolutions; for now we ſhall ſhortly 
{ce Grand Pre hate that he loved;and love that he hated; yea, we ſhall ſee him-ſo plunge 
and drowne himſclfe inthe beauty of a faire and ſweet Gentlewoman, as he ſhall leaye 
Holland for Burgundy, Warre, for peace, Armes for Love,and Enemies for a Miſtris : but 
time muſt worke this alterationand Metamorphoſis. 

The old Gentleman his father, ſeeing Grand Pre's martiall diſpoſition, feares leſt this 
ambitiousand generous humour of his will induce him to ſecke warres abroad, fith ke 
findes none at homes and therefore,deſirous of his company ind preſence,in that it will 
ſweeten his former afflictions, and give life to his future hopes and content, he proffers 
him the choice of many a rich & faire young Gentlewoman for his wife, of the beſt and 
moſt ancient families in and neare Axxone : but Grand Pre is deafe to theſe requeſtsand 
motions.,and thinkes it a diſparagement and blemiſh to his valour,if he ſhoul any way 
liſten, or give care thereto, the which his fatherperceiving and underſtanding;hee be? 
thinkes himſclfe of a further invention,and ſoreſolves at Winter to leave the Country, 
and to reſide in the City of Dzzon,(famous for the ancient ſeate of the Dukes of Burgun> 
dy, and for the preſent Court of Parliament ) hoping that there amongſt the multitude 
of {weet Ladies and Gentlewomen, wherewith that City is adorned, his ſonne Grant 
Pre might atlaſt eſpye ſome Paragon of Nature, whoſe beauty might have powet to 
ſubdue and captivate his affections, and indeed ( as the ſequell will ſhew ) the eveny 
anſwereth his expe@ation. | 70 

For on a Sunday morning in Lent, as Grad Pre went to the royall Chappell to heare 
Father 1»ſtin1ar ( a Capuchin Fryer) preach, he oppoſite to himeſpies a moſt delicate 

and beautifull young Lady, ſlender of body, tall of ſtature; faire of taint and complex- 

ion, having a quicke and gratious eye, with-pure and delicate haire of a flaxen colour, 
being _—_— rich in Apparell, yet farrericher in the perfeCtions and excellencies of 
a true and per | 


as being raviſhed with the ſweetneile of ſo faire an obje&, ſo as his heart panted and 


beate within him, as being not accuſtomed to encounter with ſuch beauties, or with 


ſuch ſudden paſſions and alterations: | 


Now by this time this young gentlewoman(whoſe name we ſhall-anon know)could 
not but perceive with what earneſtneſie and delight Grand Pre beheld her, and ſeeing 
him to be a proper young Gallant, and richly apparelled and followed, ſhee could nor 
refraine from dying her Lilly cheekes with a Vermilian bluſh, which gave ſich grace 
to her beauty, and ſo inflamed our poore Grand PFe, as he could no longer tefiſt the m- 
fluence of ſuch amorous aflaults 3 and now it is that his thoughts ſtrike {ayle toaffe- 
Ction;and his heart doth homage to beauty, ſo as he revokes his former opinion concei- 
ved againſ{tthe power and dignity of Love, which hee how holds erronious; and in his 
heart vowesthat there is no ſuch felicity in the world,asto injoy the Lady of his defires, 
whom hiscies and ſoule chiefely honour and adore: But if he be inſnared and imprifo- 
ned inthe fetters of her beauty, nolefle is ſhe in thoſe of his perſonage, only the is more 
coy and preciſe in the exterior demonſtration thereof: for as he cannot keepe his eyes 
from gazing on her; ſoſhee ſeemes but to looke on him by ſtealth, 6r if ſhe tranſgreſſe 
that Decorum, ſhe immediately,in outward appearance,chetkes her eyes from ranging 
beyond the liſts of modeſty and diſcretion. - | wth 

But by this time, tothe griefe of our new-Lovers,the Sermon isended;and all prepare 
to depart, {otheir cies with much diſcontent and unwillingneſle, for that tive nike leave 
cachef other : and here Grazd Pre making a turhe or two inthe Chutch, isdoublytor- 
mented and perplexed,firſtwith ye that he is deprived of his Miſtris fight,and then 

Fad 


with 


tifie, or beſiege a City or Caſtle, or the like 3yc a, hee ſpurnesat the Lite and Viall, and = 


t beauty , 1na word, ſhe was ſo amiable and ſolovely, ſo ſweet, and fo 
pleaſing to his eyes,as at her very firſt fight Grand Pre could not refraine from bluſhing, * 


———  _  - - 
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with ſorrow.that he neither knowes her.,nor her name:But as Love refines our wits;and 
gives an edge to our intentions,ſo he ſhewes her to his Page, and ſends him to make ſe- 
cret enquiry what ſhe is. His page ſpeedily returnes, and informes him, that ſhe is Me- 
dawoyle Mermanaa, eldeſt daughter to Monnſenr de Creſſonuille,one of the chiefeſt Pre- 
ſidents of the Courtof Parliament. Grazd Pre extreamely rejoyceth to know what ſhe 
was, andfarrethe more, in reſpect he ſees it nodiſparagement either to himſelfe or his 
houſe to marry her : and therefore omitting all other defignes and reſolutions (and 
bidding farwellto the Warres ) he reſolves to ſeeke her in marriage 3 to which end,the 
next day, hee of ſet purpoſe, with a Gentleman or two of his intimate and familiar 
friends,inſinuates himſelfe into her Fathers houſe, who being abſent,whiles they enter- 
taine the Mother, he(under colour of other conference)courts the Daughter: yea,now 
his affeftion is to her by many degrees redoubled,becauſe he ſees the excellency of her 
minde is anſwerable to that of her perſon,and now ſhe comming likewiſe to know him, 
is asit were wraptup in the contemplation of a thouſand ſweet contents, which ſo work 
on her aftettion,(or rather on her heart)as if he thinkes himſelfe happy in ſeeking ſuch 
a Milſtris, ſhe eſteemes her ſelfe bleſt in finding ſuch a ſervant. | | 

Grand Pre findes his firſt entertainement from Mermanda to bee reſpective and plea- 
ſing: and ſo.authorized by her curteſie and advice, he taking time at advantage, goes 
to the v1d Preſident her Father ,and bewrayes him his afteCtion to his daughter,and the 
deſire he hath toobtaine her for his wife:ſo having begunne his ſuit,he leaves his father 
Grandmontto finiſh it, and continually frequents the companion of his beautifull Mi- 
ſtreſfle Mermranda. 

Her father Cyeſſorville diſlikes not this match, but deemes it both agreeable and ho- 
nourable; onely he knowes that Grandmont hath likewiſe one onely daughter,and him- 
ſelfe one onely ſonne : ſo he infinitely defires to make this a double match, thereby to 
contra a more firme and ſtricter league betwixt their two houſes; this is proputed and 
debated.as well betweene the young folkes.as the old Parents, and at laſt it takes effect; 
ſoas purpoſely omitting, firſtthe conference, thenthe- letters ſent from Grand Preto 
Mer and from Mermranda to Grand Pre 3 from De Malleray ( Creſſorvilles ſonne ) to 
Hantefcliaand from Haxtefeliato De Malleray;becauſe the inſerting thereof would make 
this briefe Hiſtory ſwell intoan ample volumne. Theſe marryages,to the jo! of the pa- 
rents, and the ſweet content of their ſonnes and daughters,are pompeoully jolemnized 


in D:10z,with all _—_ of feaſting,dancing,and making, anſwerable to their degrees - 


and dignities. But theſe Marriages ſhall not prove 1o fortunate as is hoped, and expe 
Qed,netther was Hymenexs invited thereunto, or if he were, he refuſed to come 3 and 
therefore Lucina will likewiſe fave her labour, becauſe ſhe knowes thatneither of theſe 
two young marryed Gentlewomen ſhall live to make uſe of her affiſtance. 

And here before I proceed farther,I wiſh the event of this Hiſtory could give the ye 
to this enſuing poſition, that there isno pride nor malice to that of a womany butT have 
more reaſon to feare then hope to beleive the contrary - for no ſooner have our 'two 
young couples reaped the fruits of Marriage, and thefelicity of their deſires, -butwee 
{hall ſee the ſunne-ſhine of their joy overtaken with a diſmall ſtorme of griefe, ſorrow 
and misfortune; whereby we may obſerve and learne, that there is no perfe&t norper- 
manent felicity under the Sun, but that all things in this world, yea, the Worldiit fel 
is ſubjeCt to reyolution and change. | he manner isthas - ; 

Haxtefelia enwvies her ſiſter in Law Mermanda's advancement;and contemnes her owne, 
ſhe likes not togive the hand to her, whom ſhe knowes is by deſcenther inferiour, and 
to ſpeake truth, preferres a Scarlet Cloake before a Blacke, anda Sword-man before a 
'Pen-manz theſe ambitious conceits of hers, proceeding from hell, will breed bad bloud 
ape once mournefull effects; yea, peradventure {trangle her, who imbraceth and 
practiſeth them. 


. Meremranda is ofa gracious and milde nature, Haxtefelia of an imperious and revenge- 
* full: never any marryed couple live more contented, nor paſt more pleaſant dayes, 
305 then 
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then didGrend Pre and his faire Mermandi for the ſpace of one whole yeate)wherein ſhe 
boreher ſelfe ſo loving and courteous towards him, and he ſo kind and pleaſant to her 
as their ſweet carriage, and honourable and vertuous behaviour, was of all the wald 
(Hantefelia onely excepted) wghly praiſed and applauded.But Haxtefelia envying Mer- 
»axda ; proſperity and glory, becauſe ſhe could nenther parellel the one, nor equall 
other,and ſeeing with no other eyes then thoſe 'of ambition and envy,bethinks herſelfe 
ſhe might aCt her diſgrace,and ecclipſe the ſplendor of her vertues and glory. When re- 
membring that the Baron of Betarford(dwelling not farre from Auxone)ſometimes viſi- 
ted her brother Graztd Pre, as alſo that he very lately had done hertwounkind offices; 
the one,by buying a Iewell from her; which the was in price with, of a Gold-ſmith at 
Diion Fairezand the other, for retaining a little fine white Frizel/ayddog,which his Pa 
had ſtole from her:ſhe thinkes togive two ſtrokes with one ſtone,and at one time to 
revenged both of the Baron and of her ſiſter in Law Mermanda- | 

Judge Chriſtian Reader, what ſimple reaſons and triviall motives this inconſiderate 
Gentlewoman hath for her malice, but ſhe is reſolute therein, and as ſhe hath layd the 
foundation, ſoſhe will perfect the edifice ofher malice and revenge: which to effe&;ſhe 
ſends a ſervant of hers purpoſely neere Auxone.to her brother Grand Pre,and writes him 
a letter to this effe : She 1ntreats him to come ride over to her, for ſhe hath a ſecrer of 
importance to reveale him, which ſhe holds not fit to commit to penne; and withall ad- 
viſeth him to frame ſome excuſe towards her husband for his ſudden comming. 

Grand Pre arrives at Dijon, and is welcomed of his Brother and Siſter, but hee diſco- 
vers her to be more ſorrowfull then accuſtomed z hee is ignorant what theſe clouds of 
her diſcontent import, or from whence they ariſe: but he ſhall know too ſoone.and his 
curioſity ſhall pay deare tounderſtand it. Supper ended,they fetch a walke ini the gar- 
den, and ſo he is condutted to his Chamber, where his brother in Law De Malleray gi 
ving him the good night, his liſter Havtefelia with teares in her eyes informes him,that 
ſe kpowes for certaine, the Baron of Betanford is too familiar with his wife Mermands, 
ea, beyond the bounds of honeſty, the which ſhe muſt needs reveale him, becauſe his 
' buachr is hers, which, as ſhe is bound by nature, ſhe will cheriſh and preſerve as her 
ownelife. 

Grand Pre amazed at this —_ and unlooked for newes,is like one lunaticke,or rd- 
ther ſtarke mad, he ſtamps with his foot, throwes away his hat, now caſting himſelfe 
onthe bed, then onthe floore 3 yea, and had hot his ſiſter prevented him, he had killed 
himſelfe with his owne ſword:theſe ate the wtetched paſhons of jealouſie,which tranſ- 
port our ſelves beyond our ſelves,and our reaſons beyond the limits of reaſon:and now 
this vile and malicious fiſter of his, ( more out of policy then charity)uſeth many pray- 

, Ersand perſwations, brings him againe to himſelfe,and they conclude td keepe it ſecret 
from all the world,but withall Grand Pre vowes ſharpely to be revengd both of his wife, 
and the Baron of Betaxford. 


Hautefelia having thus broached her mveterate and implacable malice ( laughing 
hereathke a Gipſic)betakes herſclteto her reſt, leaving her brother not to ſleep,but to 
drive out the night in watchfulneſle and jealouſie-: who the next morne ( ſooner then 
his accuſtomed houre)riſeth, takes his leave of his Brother and Siſter,and ſo very pen- 
five and ſorrowfull rides home. | 

Mermanda findes her husband fad, and enquires the cauſe thereof : ſhee prayes him, 
that if any griefe or misfortune have befalne him,ſhe mayparticipate and beare the one 


halfe thereof, asſhedoth of his joy and proſperity : and asſhe was wont todoe, proffe- 
 rethto kiſſe him; but he _—_ her, Gat ack uakindaeſle and diſdaine puts ber 
oft; whereat ſhee is ama 


as not acquainted with ſuch diſcourteſie. After $u 
Gealouſie being his chiefeſt diſh; andgriefe, hers) hee makes three or foure Coliary 
turnesin theCourt, and then ſands his Page for his wife, who berwixt comfort and 
griefe, hope and deſpaire;preſently comes to him : Hee demands of her whether ſhee 
will wake with him; hs SSrevth, ther Ny photon hal ere BOB: ane | 
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will moſt joyfully and willingly waite on him where he-pleaſeth : he brings her toa (o- 
litaty Grove, and there having choller in hislookes,and firein his tongue, he chargeth 
her of diſhoneſty with the Baron of Betandford. 

Poore Mermania, as it were pierced to the heart with the thunderbolt of thisnewes, 
falls to the ground in a fainting ſwoone: yea.Grand Pre her husband hath much adoe to 
recover her, when, comming againe to her ſelfe, ſhe with many volleyes of 11ghes, and 
rivolets of teares, purgeth her ſ(elfe of that imputation and ſcandall;the blames his cre- 
dulity and jealoulie, termes her accuſers devils and witches, invokes heaven and 
earth to beare'witneſle of her innocency 3 and withall cleares the Baron of Betarford, 
vowing and proteſting by her part and op of heaven,that he never attempted nor 0- 
pened his mouth to make her the leaſt ſhadow of lo unchaſte a motion. 

Grand Pre weighing her words, and ſeeing her bitter and ſorrowfull teares, believes 
his Wife,and ſo frees both her ſelfe and the Baron,prayes her to pardon him,and vowes 
that he will love her dearer then before.and forever forget and bury the memory there- 
of in perpetuall oblivion and forgetfulnelle. 

But his wife Mermanda, notwithſtanding this ſubmiſſion and reconciliation of her 
husband, is ſtill vexed in minde;, as finding it eafie to admit griefe, but diflicult to ex* 
pell it : ſhe knowes not what to doe, nor of whom to take advice how ſhe ſhould beare 
her ſelfe in this ſtreight and perplexity; for well ſhe knowes, that if the Baron of Betar- 

ford ſhould come to vilither husband, as formerly he was accuſtomed to doe, it would 
revive and confirme his jealouſte, although they were both as innocent as innocency it 
ſelfe. Now ſhe reſolves to write the Baron a Letter to refraine her houſe : but then 
ſhe thinkes it too much indiſcretion and preſumption to attempt it, or that the letter 
might be intercepted,or her husband have newes thereof but againe fearing his com- 
ming,and encouraged through her innocency, ſhee reſolves to write unto ham : which 
ſhe doth to this effect. | 


T js not withbluſhies, but teares, that I preſume to write unto you 3 for indeed it grieves mee to 

publiſh my Husbands folly, which by duty T know IT am bound to conceale:neither had I attemp- 
ted it, but that "is hop neceſſity throwes me on this exigent : for ſo it is, that my unſpotted 
chaſtity is not capable to defend him from jealouſie, which makes me as much triumph in mine 
owne loyalty,as I grieve at his ingratitude : and not content to wrong me, his folly,or rather his 
frenſie hath refle@ion on you, whom be takes to be both the obje& and cauſe thereof : but as your 
innocency can j rity warrant and defend mine honour, and your honour my innocency from the 
leaſt ſhadow of that crime : ſo that we may both indeavonr, rather to quench.then enflame this 
his 36. omg paſſton : I moſt humbly beſeech you to refraine cur hoaſe,and neither to viſit me,nor 
be familiar with him, and ſo peradventure, time may weare away from his thoughts, that which 


at preſent, truth and reg cannot : your relucent Vertues and true generoſity aſſure me of this * 


curteſie, the which Twill repay with thankes, and requite with prayers,that y our daies may be as 
infinite as your perfed ions, and your fame as glorious as your merits. 
| MERMANDA. 


The Baron receives this letter, prayſeth Mermands's diſcretion, and Jaughes at Grand 

Pre's folly, extolleth her innocency, and condemnes his jealouſie: hewill be carefull to 

reſervea Ladies honour, eſpecially one ſo truely chaſt and honourable as Mermanda : 

e before had a purpoſe to ſee Paris, ſonowthis occaſion doth both crowne and con- 

firme hisreſolution; he makes ready his preparatives and baggage,and ſo takes Coach 

Hinge Wenn Gerry gwlnch abounds with the greateſt partof the Nobility of the whole 
Kingdome but before his departure, he returnes Mermanda this Anſwer. 


7 Our vertues and wy conſcience, ty of your buobands jealoe, as hes 
Ya ent Metra, more Rectal: nt ar elem oe 
bath ſtill ſoined in your loyalty, fo it muſt now inyour patience; ſeth he in thi rpg of Ne 
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Geking bis owne ſhame,will at laſt aſſredly find out your glory. Had his folly revealed ie (6 negch 
is Ny diſcreet Letter,I would have exchanged mypen to a ſword,and with the hazard + life, 
and lf of my deareſt bloud, made knowne as well to him as to the whole World.the truth, both of 
your c aſtity and honour.,and of mine honour and innocency : in the meane time I will both int- 
brace and obey your requeſt, and will mannage it withſuch obſervance t0 your Hucband, ſuch re- 
ſpe to your vertes, and ſuch regard to mine owne reputation, as I hope hee ſhall reſt ſatisfied of 
your chaſtity towards himſelfe, - and of mine to you otherwiſe Iprize Ladies of your perfe- 
Fions at (0 high arate, andſet Cavaliers of his humour and inclination at ſolow;an eſteeme.that 
1 well know how to anſwer his choller with centempt, and to requite your diſcretion both with 
admiration and praiſe. | # 
BET ANFOR D. 


Mermandavery joyfully receives this Letter:but hers tothe Baron produceth effects, 
contrary to her hopes 3 for Grand Pre underſtanding of the Baron of Betandfords ſad- 
daine departure for Paris ( as jealoulie is full of eyes ) hee feares a plot betwixt him and 
his wife,and ſo confirmes his former ſuſpition of her diſloyalty : bo therefore converts 
his love into hatred towards her, and now ( to ſhew the fruits and effects of his jealou- 
fie)refuſeth her his bed,then which, to a chaſte and vertuous wife nothing can be more 
diſtaſtefull. 

Atthis ingrateful diſcurtelie,pooreMermarda teares her haire,ſigheth,weepeth,mour- 
neth, and lamenteth in ſuch pittifull ſort, that it ſeemes nothing in the world is capar 
ble to comfort her, but ſhe conceales hergriefe as ſecretly as ſhee may : onely her pale 
eheekes and diſcontented lookes, as the outward heralds of her inward affe&tion, doe 
ſilently diſcover and bewray it, 

Her husbands father and mother, Grandmont and de Carnye, all this while knowno- 
thing of this diſcontent betweene Grand Pre and Mermandqa 3 but their malicious and 
wretched daughter Haxtefelia ( whoſe malice never fleepes ) hath ſpies in every corner 
ofher fathers houſe, who advertiſe her thereof : whereat ſhe infinitely triumpheth and 
rejoyceth. But this joy of hers {hall bee but as breath on ſteele, or as {moke before the 
winde. 

Grand Pre this meane time Foyles with inveterate rage, and his icalouſy carries him 
to ſuch extreames; as he vowes to be revenged, firſt of Betanford, then of his wife, to 
which effe& he pretends bulines to Chaalorns ( as what will malice leave unpretended 2?) 
and taking a choice Horle, a Page and two lackeyes with him, he paſleth a contrary 
way, ind comes firſt to Troy, then to Brie=count Robert a dayes journey from Paris: ) 
where being very private in his Inne,he writes a Challenge, and taking aſide his page, 
delivers it him, and commands him, at breake of day to poaſt with all expedition for 
Paris;where being arrived, to goe tothe Crown of France int S. Honories ſtxeet, and fe- 
cretly to deliver it to the Baron of Betaxford,to take his anſwer,and to returne the ſame 
night. ; 
| The Pagetoobey his Maſters command; ſeemes rather to flie, then poaſt 3; he fitly 
findes out the Barron, - and very fairely delivers him the Letter, who breaking upthe 
{eale, therein findes theſe wordes: 


GRAND PRE,O the BaronofBETANFOR D. 


Yo neede no other witneſſe then 'your ſelfe to informe you in how high 4 ature you have 
wronged me, and herein your falſe glory hath made my true ſhante ſo apparent, as I hadra- 
ther dye then live to digeſt it + not to diſſemble you my malice, 4s you have done me your 
friendſhip, Tcan ſooner forget all other offences, then pardon this : therefore finde it not ſtrange 
that Trequeſt you to meete me, on thurſday morning next, at five or ſixe, either with your ſword, 
or rayier 01 Horſe-backe, or a foot.at Carency, hatfe a league fromBrie-count Robert, where 
the Bearer hereof ſhall expe you,to conduit you ſafely to a faire Medow, where without ſeconds 1 
wi 
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will tendon. Ir in impoſſible for me to recave an other fatisfaZion ; forto write you th 
ruth, nothing but your fe, or mine, is capable to decide this + 79 #- copatlure 
GRAND PRE. 


Atthe reading hereof, the Baron is ſo farre from the leaſt ſhew or apprehenfion of 
feare, as he is pleaſant and go 1nd you he cauſeth Grand Pre'; Page to Lne with him, 
and after dinner, takes him afide, and ſpeakes to him thus: Tel/ thy Maſter, that Twill not 
faile to meete him on Horſe-backe —— at the houre and place appointed. The next 
morne he diſpeeds away a choyſe horſe, which his Lackey leades, and aboutten of the 
dock,only with his Chirurgion,and Page,takes Coach, and comes that night to Carency 
where he lodgeth. 

The next —_ being Thurſday(the day appointed to fight) Grand Prez preten- 
ding to goe to the Church, ſends away his Pageto Carency, to await and attend the 
Baron,and ſo only with his Chirurgion hies himſelfe to the field; which he firſt entred, 
and immediately ( before he had fully made foure turnes ) in comes Betarford, whom 
Grand Pre's Page had met at Carercy, and now conducted thither, having onely. his Chi- 
rurgion with him, and having left his Coach, Page and Lackey a furlong off,with com- 
mand not to ſtirre, till they heard from him. 

The (lpaaondyn ſtead oftwo Gentlemen for their Seconds ) diſpoſe themſelves 
according to the order and ceremonies of Duels) to fearch the Combatants for Coats 
of Male, or the like: but they might have caſed themſelves of this labour and curioſity; 
for bbth the Gentlemen were too honourable, to have their valours tainted with this 
baſe poynt of cowardize, or treachery 3 yea, in meere contempt thereof, they both of 
purpoſe had left their Dublets behinde them. And now beginns a Combate,as memo- 
rable as bloudy,yea performed with ſuch valour,dexterity,and reſolution,that as theſe 
times infinitely admire it, ſo ſucceeding ages will very difficultly beleive it. 

They come into the Field with a ſoft trot, and each having his Enemy in front, and 
being neere ſix ſcore pacesdiſtant, they give ſpurresto their horſes, and part like two 
flaſhes of lightning. At their firſt meeting, Grand Pre runnes Betanford thorow the left 
ſhoulder, and Betarford wu wounds Grand Pre in the right cheeke, cloſe under the 
eye 3 and being excellent Horſe men, they turne ſhort, and ſo againe fall toit with 
bravery and courage : in which incounter Betandford receivesa wide wound upon the 
brawne of his right arme, and Grand Pre another thorow hisleft fide, which undoub- 
tedly had proved mortall, and ſoended the Combate with his life, had not his \word 

nced on a ribbe, and ſo ranne outwards 5 and now they both retire to take breath, 
reſolving to advance with more fury : they part againe, Betarford runnes Grand Pretho- 
row the necke, and he Betanford thorow the ſmall of the arme, where meeting with 
the finewes and arteries, it cauſeth the ſword to fall out of his hand, whereat he is ex- 
treamely perplexed and amaſed. | 

Here perchance ſome baſe fellow(who had never beene trained up in the Schoole of 
Honour,and therefore not deſerved the title of a Gentleman ) would have wrought 


upon the misfortune of this accident, and defired no better advantage to diſpatch his 


Adverſary : ButGrand Pre, whoſe generoſity in this I commend, as much as I deteſt his 
zealouſie, doth highly diſdaine to ſtaine his honourand courage with this infamy, and 
ſo puts Betanford our of his 55 and feare with thefe words ; Baron, be coura- 
gious and cheerefull, forI will rather dye, then diſgrace my ſelfe ſo much.to fight with 
anunarmed man, and ſo commands his Chirurgion to deliver him his ſword againe.FZe- 
tanfordis thankfull to him for this courtefie, and vowes he will never forget it. 

ow although their wounds, doe rather ingraine then imbroder their ſhirts with 
bloud yer their youth is ſo vigorous, there courage ſo inflamed, and their hearts fo re- 
ſolute and magnanimous, asthey neither can, nor yet will reſt ſatisfied: in a word they 
mannagetheir horſes bravely, anda& wonders with their fwordsz for by this time they 
having runne foure ſeverall Careres : Betanford hath received ſeven OUS cnn goes 
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Grad Preten : but the lofle of all this bloud,(which now ifſued from their bodies rather 
by ſpowts then drop+)is not capableto coole their courages:and ſoalthough with duſt, 
ſweat, bloud and wourids,they rather looks like Furics then men, yet they will not re- 
frame fighting. | 

And now their Chirurgionsgrieving and pittying to ſee them, as it were drowned 
in their bloud, and well knowing that they had performed more then they thought 
poſſible for men.they both'agree,and ſo running with their hats in their ands howbty 
pray them-to defiſt and reſt ſati:fyed, by ſhewing them that their ſwords and.courages 
had already acted wonders beyond beliefe, and that it was pitty that parents, Prince, 
and Country ſhould be.deprived of ſuch reſolute and valorous Cavaliers, thenwhom, 
the world(upon ſo untortunate an accident)hath ſe)dome ſeene braver: but they ſpeak 
to the winde, and receive no other thankes, but this checke from them both, that they 
are baſe fellowes; and know not what belongs to their funCtion and duty; and ſora- 
ting and commanding them _ they once more divide themſelves, and with freſh 
reſolution and courage, againe ſets ſpurres to their horſes; but' this incounter proves 


more happy tO Zetarford, and more dangerous toGran? Pre : for as he makes a thruſt to 


Betanford, which mult and paſt under his right arme, without doing any other harme 
then piercing and cutting thorow his ſhirt, Betaxford(withall the courage and dexterity 
he had ) runne Graxd Pre thorow the belly into the reynes, with which unfortunate 
wound, as alſo with a falſe pace,. his horſe then mad, he fell from the ſaddle to the 

round ſpeechleſle, ſprawling and (trugling, asif hee were upon the point to take his 
Faſt farewell of the world : but he was not {o happy, for heſhall be cured of his wounds, 
and hereafter dye of a more mournefull and lamentable end. 

Betanfordleeng Grand Pre fall, doubted that hiswounds were mortall,and ſo alights: 
whereat his Chirurgion with a loud voyce, cryed out. Diſpatch him, Diſpatch him : but 
he cals him villaine for his labour, when remembring the former courteſie he had re- 
ceived of Grand Pre, in regiving him his ſword, hee like atrue noble Gentleman vowes 
now torequiteit, and ſothrowing it and his Hat away, he with out-ſpred armes ran to 
imbrace and affiſt him yea, he preferres Grand Pre's life before his owne; and with all 
poſlible ſpeed commands his Chirurgion to bring and haſt thither his Coach, and to his 
beſt power doth affiſt Grad Pre, in ſetting him up, in ordering and binding up his 
wounds, his Coach being come, he cauſerth him to be layd in ſoftly, and ſo he in'one 
Boote,and the two Chirurgions in the other,their Pages and Lackeyes attending them, 
they drive away tothe very next country houſe, where they huſh themſelves up pri-, 
vately,and here Betarford reſembling himſelfe, conjureth both the Chirurgions to uſe' 
their beſt art and chiefeſt skill upon Grazd Pre, and befure hee would have his owne 
wounds looked unto, he cauſeth his to be opened, they doe it, and both concurre in 0- 
pinion, that his laſt wound is mortall, he ſees them drefle him, and vowes he will not 
forſake him in this extremity, but will bee more carefull of him then of himfelfe. Re- 
ciprocall and ſingular demonſtrations of courteſie and honour in theſe two Cave- 
hers, which will make their memories famous to poſterity. 

Betanford ſeeing Grand Pre committed to ſleep,cauſeth his owne wounds to be ſpec- 

. dily ſearched and drefled, which are not found dangerous, and then takesorder in the 
houſe, that Grard Pre be furniſhed with all things neceſſary, as Chamber, curious atten- 
dance,and thelike 3 yea, hee ordereth matters ſo, that all things might bee done with 
great ſecrelie and ſilence, not permitting any of his owne, or Grand Pre's ſervants to be 

cene forth the houſe, tothe end that the newes of theſe their accidents might not bee 
brated or vented. _ > E\(1 1 _—_ 

About noone, Grand Pre's ſpeech by little and little comes to him, and likewiſe his 
mermory, when Betaxferd abſenting all from his Chamber, \with his Hat in his hand 
came'to his bed fide, and having curteouſly ſaluted and comforted him, prayes and 
conjures him,as he 13a Gentleman of Honour,to telt him why and wherefore he fought 

with him. Ah Baron(quoth Grard Pre)firſt ſweare to me ori thine honour,thou mw &= 

er 
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10 Gods Revenge againſt Merther.  Bookel. 


ver methetruth of a queſtion I will demand of thee, and then I will ſhew thee. By my 
honourand fidelitie, rephes Betarford, and as I hope for heaven, I will. Then Baron 
{ quoth hee) diddeſt thou never wrong me and mine honour, in being toofamiliar 
with my wite Mer-randae The Baron with many folemne proteſtations and religious 
oathes, cleares both himſclfe and Mermarda, and vowes, that his heart never thought 
it, auch lefle his tongue ever attempted it. W hereat Grand Pre very humbly intreats 
him toexcuſe and pardon him, 1ith hee underſtoodand beleeved the contrary, which 
' was the onely cauſe of his diſcontent and challenge : adding withall, that hee will, 
till death, eſteeme him as his moſt honorable friend, and, as long as he lives, will aftect 
and lore his wife dearer than ever he had before. It isas great a happineſle torepaire 
and reforme errours, as a- miſery tocommit them. 


— 


— 


. The Baron of Betarſord ſtayes very ſecretly ten dayes with Grand Pre at the Coun- Mo. 
trey houſe, when ſeeing his wounds hopefully cured and recovered,they reſolve tode- {tr 
part. GrandPre kindly thankes Betaxford for his like, and all other courtefies hee hath W3 
received of him, and heeascourteoufly doth the like to Grand Pre, for giving him his fo1 
{word wherewith he preferved his owne, and ſo like honbrable and intimate friends, to 
they take leave each of other. the Baron taking horſe for Paris, and freely lending ex 
Grand Pre hisCoach to returne to &uxome. Thus wee ſee courtefie alwaies returneth 
with intereſt. | hi 
Graxd Preat his comming home, kiſleth & fawneth on his wife Mermanda, acquaints wi 
her with.the occaſion and event of the combat,condemneth his owne folly,and extol+ th 
leth her chaſtitie,prayes herto forgive him againe this once for all, and vowes, that or 
there lives not a braver Noble man in the world then the Baron of Betaxford : andto 
ſpeake truth,ſhe deſerves this ſubmiſſion and reconciliation, and he that prayſe. in 
Atthe knowledg hereof, know not whetherMermanda(like a gracious and courteous Gr 
wife) doe. more grieve at her husbands wounds,then rejoyce at his recovery and life : de 


and now he repenting and deteſting his former errour, renewes his love, affeftion.and 
friendſhip to her, the which hee confirmeth and uniteth with a perperuall and indiſſo- < 
luble Gordion knot - nevertheleſle the variety of her afflictions, and the exceſle of her 


griefe and diſcontent, breeds her much weakenefle and lickenefle,which withereth the h 
Roſes and Lilliesof her beauty. | | Fy 
But come wee from Mermanda's heavenly vertues to Hayfefelia's devilliſh Vices, 
which cannot be paralleld or compared, except by Antitheſts : for as Mermandarepo- le 
ſeth her ſelfe under the ſhadow of her owne innocencie, and lives in perfe& love and I 
charity with the whole world, ſo her wretched Siſter in law Haxtefelia, ſeeing her Ii 
hopes and purpoſes prevented, will not ſleepe in her malice, but ſets her wits and re- = 
venge uponthe Tenter-hookes, to finde out another expedient, to be rid of Merman/a, = 
who (in her wicked conceit) ſhee thought was enemy to her content, and aneye-ſore h 
to her ambition and greatenelle. 
We no ſooner fly God,but the divel followes us; & it proves alwaiesa miſera» 


ble folly to be wiſe in wickedneſſe and ſin:Hatefelia is reſolute in her rage,and cannot 
or rather will not ſee heaven for hel,ſhe bethinks her ſelie of another invention to ſend 
Mermanda ito another world, and fo ftrikes a. bargaine. with Lz Freſnay an Apothe- 
cary for two hundred crowns to poylon her, who like a limbe ofthe devil doth under- 
take and promiſe it,the which(Ah griefe to think thereon)he in leſſe then two months 
performeth,and ſo this vertuous and harmles young Gentlewoman is moſt unnaturall 


* * 


and treacherouſlybereaved of her life,and. brought toa mournfu]l and lamentable end. 
Which 1nhumane murther, we ſhall ſee, Gol in his due time will miraculouſly detec, 
 "andſcverelyrevenge and puniſh. | [1 A 

+ _ Her Hus and Grand Preexceedingly bewailes her death,as alſoall her parents and 

friends; Yea, ſo infinite were her Vertyes, and ſo {weet her behaviour and carriage, 
asall that knew: Meraanda lamented her deceaſe, yet no way ſuſpeftingor knowing 
the violent and extraordinary caulethercof. | | 
Now 


ou ww -nSY 6 55S * Lao} 


ready I not onely connt houres,by minutes. 


a Se ESO . ed Str re. ac i. 4 


- Aad_. = ith. LAS _— —_— — — 


— 


Hiſt. 1; Grand Pr# and Mermanda: 


Now, whiles others mourtie, Hawtefelia exceedingly triumplis and reioyces hereat! 
but this bloudy victory ſhall coſt her deare. In the meane time, Mermanda's tingle death 
can neither quench her revenge, nor ſatisfy het Ambition 3 for as ſhee likes not the 
Siſter, ſo ſhe(as before we have partly underſtood)never loved theBrother, her owe 
husband de Malleray;whom ſhe hath obſerved, _ bitterly wept & greived at his ſiſter 
Mermanda's death ; ſhe therefore, reſolute to adde ſinne-to ſinne, reſolves to caſtthe 
apple of diſcord betwixt Graxd Pre her brother, and de Malleray her husband, knowin 
that if the firſt were flaine,ſhee were ſole heire to her father, i1ftheſecond, ſhee woul 
have a noble Husband 3 a policie, whoſe invention isas diabolicall, as the execution 
thereof dangerous. 

To which effe& ſhe informes her husband. that her Brother Grand Pre had killed his 
Wife Mermanda with his Jealouſy, that e held herto bee the Baron of Betenford's 
ſtrumpet, with whom for the ſame cauie he had fought at Brie-count Robert,and which 
was more, it wasſhrewdly ſuſpected he had poyſoned her, the which ſhe once thought 
for ever to have concealed, but that ſhe knew her husband was, and ought to be neerer 
to her then her brother. Good God, how far will the malice of this wretched woman 
extend,or to what a monſtrous height will it grow ? 

De Malleray greived to the heart for this heart-killing newes becauſe hee ever loved 
his Siſter asdearly as his owne lite, without conſidering and weighing whether his 
wifes words were droſle or gold, believes her:and {oreſolves very ecretly to acquaint 
the Preſident his father herewith, thereby thinking and preſuming that hee would by 
order of Layy call Grand Pre in queſtion for the fact. 

But old Creſſonmlle (having as well his head in eyes, as hiseyes in his head : )let+ 
ing that this ſuſpition and accuſation had no firme gronnds, that it was an intricate bu- 
fineſſe to finde out, that it would breed a ſcandall to hisfamily, and eſpecially to his 
deceaſed daughters reputation, fith it is the nature of calummie ro ayme at the moſt 


' vertuous perſons, as Cantharides doe at the faireſt lowers; that it would take upthe 


duſt of her tombe, and withall breed him an infinite number of potent and powerfull 
enemies: Therefore grounding his judgment upon theſe reaſons, and his reſolutions 
upon this his judgment, he holds it beſt to ſmether it in ſilence, and ſo to brooke his 
daughters death as patiently ashe may. 

De Ma leray ſeeing his father ſo cold in this buſinefſe, began to bee all in fire him- 
ſelfe,vowing that he would maintaine the honour, and revenge the deati of his one= 
ly Siſter Mermanda; and hi: wife Hantefelia, with her impetuaus and implacable mas 
lice, blowes the coales, and ſets an edge to this his reſolution : when that very inſtant 
underſtanding his brother Grand Pre was that Evening arrived at Dijon, he(conſultin 
with Nature, but not with Grace) by a Gentleman of his familiar acquaintance, ſends 
him this Challenge. 


Deg MALLERAY tOGRAND PRE. 


[ Should degenerate both from my honour and _—__ were not ſenſible of thoſe wrongs & 4 
graces you have offered your Wife and my Siſter 3 they are of that nature, that I know not w 

ther her innocency deſerve more pitty,or your jealouſie contempt andrevenge: ber death and your 
conſcience make me as juſtly challenge you, as you have unjuſtly done the Baron of Betanford': 
Therefore to morrow at five of the x 5 after dinner, at the foot of Talon-fort, in the meadow 
ranked with Walnut trees,bring either a ſingle Rapier,or Rapier &>Ponyard, and I will meet you 
without Second: , the equity of my cauſe, and the nnjuſtice of yours, make me confident in this 


| bope, that as you loſt your bloud neere Brie-count Robert, you ſhall now leave your ry 


fith abs 


Feht of Diion 3, Tndge how earneſtl 1 deſire to trie the temper of your heart and ſor 
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 +131Grand Pre, though newly;recovered of bis late wounds accepts this Challenge, but 
not without.extzeame wonderto fec De Moller ay ſo.paſlionate and reſolute,z. he makes 


EN x 


choice of finpleRapier, andiſo they meety ,where,, without any other ceremony they 
throw off their duiblets, and gave. them to their Chirurgions, whom they command 
toiſtay withoutthe next hedge, and not ſtirre from thence, tall;the death of the one 
prodaime' theather- victor. -; amitg'-,1 wart: | 
;1t+/The Sunnethat great and:glorious lampeof heaven) ſwiftly poaſts away from our 
Horizon tothe-4#tipodes, of purpoſe not to ſee, or bee acceſlary to this bloody Tra- 
die, when our'Champions-upſbeath their ſwords, and diſpole themſelvesto gin 
oth with judgment and reſolutions; De Malleray comes up faircly, profters the firſt 
thruſt, and gives Graxd Pre a wound 1n his left thigh, and 1n exchange receives ano- 
thet from him inthe necke, which he aymed fully atthe breſt, but that hee bore itu 
wath/hisRapier:. Grand Pre at firſt gives backe, but ſeeing de. Malleray,inſult and prelle 
'68/him, he reſolutely advanceth,and runnes him through the ſide : but the wound was 


"i{o favourable.as though it cauſed much bloyd, yet it brought no danger. They make 


'#tand and take breath, and {o they very reſolutely to it againe : de Malleray having ht 
therto the worſt, doth now reſolve to manage his a ba with. Iz{ie violence and more 
judgment 5* when Graxd Pre driving home to him, hee wardes bravely, and taking 
time at advantage, thruſts. him 1n the left ſhoulder with a wide and deepe wound, 
but himſelfe '1s hurt in the left arme with a wound, which ranne from his wrelt to 
his elbow. 

By this time their ſhirts are deepely beſprinkled and gored with their, bloud : but 
this will not appeaſe their courages, they will try againe 3 for they never thinke enough 
aslong as they can ſtand, and this encounter proves as fortunate for Grard Pre, as fFtall 
for De Malleray: for he receives a deepe wound under his left:pap, whichcarries his life 
and:ſoule from this world to another; ſo as without ſpeaking one word, he falls dead 
tothe ground. 

Grand Pre {eeing De Mall:ray dead,gives thanksto God for his vitory,and ſo mounts 
on horſe-backe,and with his Chirurgian poaſts towards Dole, a Parliament City of the 
free County, belonging now tothe Arch-Duke Albertus, leaving De Malleray's Chirur- 
gion,not tocure, but to bury his Maſter, or at leaſt to convey his dead-body to Dzion, 
for Preſident Creſſerville his father to performe that office. 

Who is no ſooner advertiſed of his ſonnes death, but with teares he gives the Parlj- 
ament to underſtand thereof, and craves juſtice for the Murther. The Parliamentgde- 
crees a power to apprehend Grand Pre; but hee is not delirousto Joſe his head ona Scaf- 
fold : for by this time he hath recovered Dole, where having ſtayed ſome three moneths 
his parentsand friends( by the favour of that generous and true noble Gallant,. Moun- 
frenr le Grand, his Majelties Lievetenant of the Province of Burgandy) procyred and ſent 
him his parden. : 

Butin this meane time come we to his ſiſter Haxtef: lia (the diſgrace of her ſexe, and 
and the fire-brand of Hell) who no ſooger underſtood the death of her husband, and 
the thght of her brother, ſhee having hardly the patience to ſee him laid in his grave, 
and refolving rather tobreake her necke with malice, then her heart with ſorrow, be- 
ing ſure of her Dowry, packesup her lewels, Plate, and chiefeſt Baggage,and ſo leaves 
Dy79#,,and/goes home to her father neere Auxone, where during the age of her father 
ors" andthe abſence of her brother, the moſt imperiouſly ſwayes and com- 

$A11. dy F A Mn "0 | ns "ATES $$ 6 
AA\Butphis her authority laſteth not long ;; for now home comes Grend Pre from Dvlt, 
At whole returne.{be findes matters altered, and her-greatnelle. and power diminiſhed, 
Angzobergriefe {ces that ſhe cannot ſo;abſglutely domineere as befgre \ 30 WHT 
was farre worſe, her brother in his abſence at Dole, having ſmelt, and qaderffg8&he 
malieeand INRIFrat hatred,both to Mermranda,the Baron of Betanjord, De Malepky het 
husband.and likewiſe to himſelfe(though nothing ſuſpetting or dreaming of henpoy 
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foning humour ) he is ſo farre from acknowledging or reſpecting her for his ſiſter; as 
he will neitherindure her company or fight 3 which ſhe making no ſhew to perceive, 
butlike a Fury of hell, as ſhe is,diſſembling her malice and revenge,ſhe is (till conſtant, 
and preſerves 1ther humour of bloud and murther,and hath againe recourſe to her ex- 
ecrable Apothecary La Freſ#ay,and to the devill her Doctor likewile,to make away her 
brother Grand Pre with poylon, ashe had already Mermanda his Wife, and gives him 
three hundred crownes to effect it. This damnable Apothecary, loving money well, 
and(as 1t ſeemes) the Devill better, doth ingage himſelfe ſpeedily to performe tt, and 
wretched villaine ashe is, within two moneths he accomplitheth and finiſhethit : and 
ſo as Mermarda ranne equall fortune with him in lite, he doth the like with her in death: 
for one deadly Drug, one _ Siſter, and one devilliſh Apothecary gives a miſera- 
ble and lamentable end to them both. 

And now his bloud thirſty lifter Haztefelia( the author of theſe cruel Murthers and 
Tragacdics)thinking her ſelte treed of all her enemies,and of all thoſe who ſtood inthe 
way of her advancement and preferrement, ſhe { neither thinking either of her conſci- 
ence or ſoule, of heaven or hell)domineeres farre more then before yea, buildscaſtles 
in the aire, and flatters herſelfe with this falſe ambition, that ſhe now muſt be a Dut- 
cheſle, or at leaſt a Counteſle : But ſhe reckons without God. 

We have ſcene, nay we have here glutted our eyes with ſeverall Murthers, whereof 
we have beheldthis wretched Gentlewoman Hartefel;a to bee the horrible and cruell 
author, and this execrable La Freſray to be the bloudy ator : theſe crimes of theirs and 
the ſmoke of theſe their impious and di{pleaſing ſacrifices, have pierced the clouds, 
and aſcended the preſence of;God, to ſue and draw downe vengeance and confuſion 
on their heads : foralthough Murther be for a time concealed, yetthe fingeraf God, 
will in due time deteCt and difcoverit z for he will make'inquiſition for bloud,and will 
ſeverely and ſharpely revenge the death of his children. 1K 2400 

But Gods ————— inthe diſcovery thereof, is as differentas miracu- 
lous: for ſometimes hee protractsand deferres it of purpaſe;eitherto mollifie or to-har- 
den our hearts,as ſeems eſt, to,his inſcrutable wil,and divine pleaſure;or as may ehiets: 
ly ſerve and tend to his glory : yea, ſomtimes he makesthe Murtherer him(ſelfe avivet 
an inſtrument to diſcover,as he hath beene an aftor tocommit: murther:-yea,and many: 
times he puniſheth one ſinne by and in another, and when the Murtherer fits molbſe+ 
cure;and thinkes leaſt of it, then he heapes coales of fire on his head;amd ſuddentycciits 
him oft with the revenging {word of his fierce wrath and indignations-::+: 1, 43021. 

. And now thatgreat and ſoveraigne Iudge of the world, who rides onthe Winds in 
triumph, and hath Heaven forhis Throne, and Earth for his foot ſtoole, will no longer 
permit Hawtefelia and La Freſnay to goe unpuniſhed for theſe their execrable Murthers: 
for theEinnocent and dead bodies of Mermanda and her husband Grand Pre out of their 
Graves cry to him for revenge, which,like an impetuous ſtorme,or a terrible Thunder- 
clap,doth in this manner ſuddenly befall and overtake them. 

Some ſ1xe weekes afcer Grand Pre's funerals were ſolemnized, whereat his ſiſter Hax- 
tefelia(the better to cloake her villany ) wept bitterly, and was obſerved to be the chic- 
feſt Mourner , this helliſh Apathecary La Freſzay, hauing gotten hismony o eaſily, 
thought to ſpend it as prodigallyzand ſo on a time,being in his cups at a Taverne ar D:- 
ion.and his braines ſwelling and ſwimming with ſtrong Wine ( as Drunkennefle is the 
Bawd and V{her to other {inneshe ſtealing from the reſt of his company,committeda 
Rape upon one Margaret Pivot, a girle of twelve yeares old, being the Vintners daugh- 
ter of the Taverne wherein he ſate tippling. 

This young girle, with millions of teares throwes herſelfe tothe feet of her Parents, 
and accuſeth La Freſnay for the fat, who doe the like to thoſe famous Senators of the 
Court of Parliament: ſohe is apprehended; and being examined, with many vehement 
and bitter aſleverations denyeth it : he is adjudged to the Racke,and at the ſecond tor- 
ment confeſſeth it, and ſo is condemned to be hanged. 


Two 
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Two Capachin Fryers prepare him for his end - they exhort him r.ct tocFarpe and 


Frunten his ſoule with concealing any other crimes, adding, that if he reveale ard re- 


pent them in carth, God will remitthem in heaven : theſe exhortaticns of theirs pra« 
duce good efteC&'s; for though he have formerly lived like a devill, be will now dye 
like a Chriſtian: and ſo with many teares revealeth,that at the inſtigation of Haxtefelia, 
ard for the lucre of five hundred crownes(which at two ſeverall times ſhe gave him)he 
had poyſcned Mermanda and her husband Grand Pre. 

All the world is amazed, and the Parliament acquainted herewith, they alter their 
firſt Sentence, and ſo for his triple villanies condemne La Freſzay to be broken alive up- 
on the W heele, and there to languiſh and dye without being ſtrangled;which in Dzzon 
1s accorGingly executed to the full ſatisfaCtion of Tuſtice. : 

A Provoſt likewiſe is forthwith diſpatched from Dion to Grandmonts houſe to ap- 
prehend hisdaughter Haxtefelis, and God would have it that ſhee was ignorant of Ly 
A 95.4 apprehenſion,and more,of his death. The Provoſt findes her dancing in her 
fathers garden,in company of many Gentlemen and Ladies: he ſets hands on her, and 
ſo exchangeth her mirth into mourning, and her ſongs into teares : ſhe 1s brought to 
Dii-n,and examined by a Preſident, and two Counſellors of the Parliament.She impu- 
dently and boldly denies both Murders; faith LaFreſnay is her mortall and profeſled e- 
nemy, and therefore not to be believed. But the devill, who hath ſo long bewitched 
and deluded her, either will not, or rather now cannot ſave her with this poore eyali- 
on:ſhe is adiudged tothe Racke, and at the firſt torment con{eſleth it. | 

The Criminall Iudges of this great and illuſtrious ParJiament,in deteſtation of theſe 
her execrable and bloudy crimes of Murther, pronounce ſentence on her : ſo, after ſhe 
had repented her {innes, and prepared her ſelfe to dye, her papsare ſeared, and torne 
off mm red hot Pincers, then ſhe is hanged, her body burnt,and her aſhes throwne in- 
totheaire. 

Now to gather ſome profit by reading this Hiſtory,or indeed, rather by the memo» 
ry of the Hiſtory it ſelfe.ter us oi ſerve, nay let us imprintin our hearts and ſoules how 
buſie the Devill was by ambition,covetouſineſſe,malice and revenge.to ſeduce and per- 
{wade Haxteſelia and La Freſnay to commit theſe Murthers 3 and alio how juſ! God was 
inthe ceteCton and puniſkment thereof, that the feare of the one may terrific usfrom 
imbracing and attempting the other : to the cnd, that asthey lived in finne, and dyed 
in ſhame 3 ſo we may live 10 righteouſneſle,and dye in peace,thereby to live in <ternall 


tehity and glory- 


- GoDs 


REVENGE AGAINST THE 


Crying and Execrableſinne of Murther. 


HISTORIE IL. 


Piſani betrayethGaſparino of his Miſtreſſe Chriſteneta. Gaſparino challengeth Piſani for 
| this diſgrace, and kils him in the field: he after continneth his ſuite to Chriſteneta : ſhe diſ 
| ſembles her malice for Piſani his death : ſhe appoints Gaſparino to meet her in aGarden,and 

there cauſeth Bianco and Brindoli to murther him © they are all three taken and executed 
for the ſame. 


2& Here afteCtion hath reaſon for guide, and Vertue for obje&, itis ap- 
” proved of Earth, and applauded of Heaven:but where itexceeds 
>) the bounds of Charity, and the liſts of Religion, Men pitty it, An- 
> gelslament it,and God himſelfe contemnes it : for if wee are croſ- 
& 9 ſed inourlove, why ſhould diſcontent make us deſperate ? or to 
AVG N- 8) what end ſhould we flie Reaſon to follow Rage, except wee deſire 

C EVgRa.! to ride poaſt to Hell, and toendour dayes on a ſhamefull and infa- 
mous Scaffold here on earth ? It1s an excellent felicity to grow from Vertue to Ver- 
tue, and a fatall miſery torunne trom Vice to Vice : Love and Charity are alwayesthe 
true markes of a Chriſtian,und Malice and Revenge, thoſe of {an Infidell, or rather of 
a Devill: but to imbrue our hands in innocent bloud, and to ſecke the death of o- 
thers, is todeprive our ſelves of our owne life, as the ſequel! of this Hiſtory will de- 
clare, which Irelate with pitty and compaſſion, fith I ſee the Stage whereon theſe Tra- 
gediesare aCted and repreſented, not onely ſprinkled, but goared with great variety 
and effuſion of bloud. | 

In Pavia(the ſecond City ofthe Dutchy of Mi/ar)the very laſt yeare that Count Fuen- 
te:(under the King of Spaine) was Viceroy of that State, Sigror Thomaſo Vitnri, a noble 
Gentleman of that City, had one onely child, a daughter of the age of fifteene yeares, 
named DonaChriſteneta, who was exceeding faire and beautifull, and indued with ma- 
ny excellent qualities and perfeCtions,requilite in a Gentlewoman of her ranke:ſhe was 
ſoughtin marriage by many Gallants of the City: but a Cavalier of Cremona muſt beare 
her away,or atleaſt her affeCtion : The Hiſtory 1s thus. 

Signieur Emanuel Gaſperino, a noble young Gentleman of Cremona, hearing of Viturz 
his wealth, and of his daughter Chriſteneta's Beauty and Vertues (the Adamants and 
Load-ſtonesto draw mens affeQtions)reſolveth with himſelfe to ſeeke her for his wife: 
he acquaints none herewith, but an intimate deare friend of his, x young Gentleman of 
the ſame City, named $7gnior Ludovicus Pon, by deſcent a Ueretian, whom he prayes 
to aſſiſt and accompany him to Pa, in ſeeking and courting the faire Chriſteneta his 


Miſtreſſe. Piſani tearmes himſelfe much honoured and obliged to Gaſparino, and very 


They 


willingly grants his requeſt ; and fo they prepare for their journey. 
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They come to Pavia : Vitzri bides Gaſparino welcome, and entertaines himreſpe&t- 
fully and courteouſly, as alſo Piſa; 3 he thankes Gaſparino for the honour he doth him 
inſeeking his daughter, and like a carefull father takes time to conſult hereon : but for 
Chriſteneta, ſhe lookes not (o pleaſing nor pleaſantly on him as he expetteth;he is deep- 
lyin love both with her beauty and other perfeCtions, but he findes her cold in her diſ- 
courſe and anſwers, and very malancholy and penſive : he courts her often (and af- 
ter the 7talian faſhion, with variety of Muſicke, Ditties, andayres ) but ſtill he findes 
her averſe, and contrary to his deſires, as if her thoughts were otherwiſe fixed.Gaſpari- 
no knowes not how to winne her affeCtion, nor how to beare himſelfe herein ; he con- 
ſults with Piſari,and prayes him to conferre with Chriſteneta,and to ſound her afteCtion: 
But it proves often dangerons, ſtill indiſcretion,to truſt a freind in this caſe. 

Piſani promiſeth to performe the office of a friend, and to conterre eftefually with 
Chrifteneta 3 he ſeekes opportunity and place, and finds bothz he ſets out to her Gaſpa- 
rino's merits, and paints foorth his praiſes, and in aword, leaves nothing untouched, 
which heethinkes may any way advance his friends content and affection : but hee 
findes Chriſfteneta's minde perplexed and troubled ; for ſhee often changeth colours, 
now red, then pale, and then pale, now red againe: yet hee obſerves that her eyes are 
{till ſtedfaſtly fixed on him : hee prayes her that ſhe will returne a pleaſing anſwer for 
him to carry to his friend, and her lover Gaſparano. 

Chriſteneta would willingly ſpeake, but cannot, for her heart and paps beatand paint, 
and her fighes very confuſedly interrupt her words ; but at laſt, dying her Lilly 
cheekes with a Vermillian bluſh, ſhee tells him that ſhe 1s not 1gnorant of Gaſparino's 
merits, who deſerves farre her better, but that ſhee cannot conſent to love him,jn re- 
{ped ſhee hath fixed, but not ingaged her affteCtion on another.Pſan; ſtill extolleth his 

riend Gaſparine to the skie, _ & all honorable parts preferres him before any Gen- 
tleman pps car and withall, with much induſtry and in{muation, endeavours to 
requeſt and draw Chriſteneta to name him her ſervant, which ſhe unce thought to have 
done, had not Modeſty (the ſweeteſt and moſt porom ornament of a Virgin) for 
thattime with-held her, when aftertwoor three deepe ſ(ighes(the outward Heraldes of 
her inward paſſions) ſhe told him thus. | 

Piſani, it 1s a deare and neare friend of yours who is the firſt that L have,and the laſt 

that I will afte&t ; but I willnot at preſent name him, onely if you pleaſe tomeet me 
ſecretly to morrow, at eight of the clocke in the morne. in the Nunnes garden at Saint 
Clare, 1 will there informe you who it is : but 1n the meane time, and ever, forbeare to 
ſollicite me any more for Gaſparino,fith he ſhall not be my ſervant, nor will I be his Mi- 
ſtrefle: and ſo for that time they part, and he confidently promiſeth to meet her. 
Ggherine demands Piſani how hee findes his Miſtrefle Chriſtexeta: Hee anſweres 
faithfully according as ſhe told him 3 but conceales their appoynted meeting in 
the Nunnes garden : and now becauſe hee ſeeth it labour loſt to 2 Fe Chriſteneta, 
hee will not bee obſtinate in his ſuit, but will givea law to his paſſions and affeCtions, 
rather then Py ſhall preſcribe any to kim, = loreſolvestotakeleave of her, becauſe 


- as well by her ſelfe, as by her father and mother, and now cheifely by Piſazi, hee ſees 


{hee isotherwiſe bent and afteted, tro which end heleaves Pavia, and returnes to Cre- 
#20na. Leave we therefore Gaſparino to his thoughts,and come we to thoſe of Pſar; and 
Chriſteneta, to {ee,what their garden conference will bring forth. : 

Piſani cannot mmagine what friend of his it ſhould be that Chriſtezetaloveth, but ſhe 
knowes enough for them both z and it may be, too much for her ſelfe : ſhe knowesit 
at leaſt an immodeſt,if not abold part for her to court Piſani,who ought rather to court 
her : but ſhee thinkesit both wiſdome and duty to give way to that which ſhe cannot 
avenge and pevemegnl ſo preferres the zeale ct her afteftion before the reſpect of her 
modeſty, butthat which makes herſo reſolute in the execution of this her amorous 


attempt 18, to ſee that Go 
can finde none but her ſe 


'apkay; hath found Piſani to ſolicite for him to her, and ſhee 
e to ſolicite for her ielfe to Piſani : therefore bold in this her 


rela» 
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reſolution,ſhe beares ſo deepe and ſodeare an affeCtion to Piſani, that ſhe thinkes every 
moment an houre, and evety houre an age; before ſhe ſee'P;anz, that one perſon of the 
World, whom ſhe loves more deare then all the world. Thas wiſhing might day, her 
houſe the Nunnery, and her chamber the garden : ſhee with thuch1mpatient patieney 
awayts the houre ofeight, which ſhe knowes will bring her her joy or her torment, her 


Felicity or her miſery,herlife or her death. 


The clock ſtrikeseight: Chriſtenetatakes her Prayer-booke,and her Wayting-maid, 
and ſo trips awayto the Nunnery3but ſhe doth now diſpenſe with her devotion;to give 
content to her eyes, orrather to her heart, in ſeeing and mnjoying the detired company 
of Piſani, whom ſhe eſteemes the life of ker content, and the content of her lite, and {0 
forſakes the Church, to goe to the Garden : Piſani, who never failed of his houre and 
promiſe tomen,doth now diſdaine tomiſle thereofto a Lady:ftor Chriſteneta hath ſcarce 
made three paces in the walkes of the Garden, but ere the fourth be tinilhed, ſhe ſees P;- 

in enter, ſhe bluſhes at his ſight, and he growes pale at her bluſhesz he findes her 1n a 
bower of Sycamors,CypreſI>s,and Vines,decked within with Roles, Lillyes, and Gilly- 
flowers, hee gives her the gooC-morrow and the ſalute, the which, with a modeſt and 
ſweet courteſie,ſhe receives and return«he tels her he 1s come to pertorme his promile, 
andif it pleaſe her, to reccive hers : ſhe would faine anſwer him, but her cheekes give 
bluſhes, where her tongue ſhould words; but at laſt, darting a ſweet looke on him 
(which was the Embaſſadour and Herald of hcr heart) (he diſcoverct'1 her felfe to him 
thus. 

The perſon (Fiſan;) on whom I have fixed and (etled my afftection,dothexceedingly 
reſemble you, is of your owne bloud, and of your neareſt and deareſt acquaintance.Pz- 
ſanipreſleth her toknow his name: when after many glances, (1g'1es, and bluſhes, ſhee 
tels him,his name is Piſani, and himſelfe the man, prayeshim to pardon her boldnelile, 
and togivean honourable interpretation and conſtruction to her atte:tion, adding 
withall, that when ſhe firſt ſaw him, ſhe loved him; and now prayes him tobe pleaſed, 
that Chriſteneta may be a ſolicitor for herſelfe to Piſani, and not Piſani to Chriſteneta for 
Gaſparino; yea, ſheconfirmes her words with many lighes, and againe her lighs with 
many teares, which trickle downe her beautifull checkes, like pearled drops of deaw 
upon bluſhing damaske Roſes. 

Piſani wonders at this unexpected newes, and knowesnot how to beare himſelfe mn 
a bulineſle of this naturezhe ſees that her beauty deſerves love,and her deſcent and ver» 
tues reſpect: but withall,he is not ſodiſhonourable to betray his friend 3 he wonders at 
her affeCtion.and is not ignorant that ſhe deſervesa more noble husband then himſelfe, 
but ſeeing her languiſh for an anſwer,he returns her this: Althou3h acknowledge my ſelfe 
infinitely bound to you for that affeFion of yours ,wherewith you pleaſe ta honot meet SEE 
is to be preferred before affe& ion, ſy Chrilteneta zmſt excuſe Piſani, ſith he cannot be a ſervant 
to ber, but he muſt be a traytor te Ga\parino. and that reſpef excepted, in requitall of your fa- 
vour, Iwill eſteeme my ſilfe happy if Tmay loſe my life for your ſervice. 

Yethe 1snot.ſo unkinde, tut gives her a kifle or twoat farewell, which as much de- 
_ Chriſteneta,ashis refuſall doth atflict her : ſothey part. The reſt, time muſt bring 
ort : 


Now although Gaſþarino have left Pavia,yet he cannot forſake his afteftion to Chriſte» 


.eta,but cheriſheth her memory, and in heart adoreth her Idza; yea he loves her deep- 


ly and dearely.,and indeed her perfeftionsand beauty deſerve love : but ſuch is __ 
neta's afteCtion to Piſani,as ſhe can take notruce of her thoughts: but deſpight of diſcre- 
tion and modeſty ( which perſwade and counſellher to the contrary ) ſhe within tenne 
dayesafter purpolcly ſends a confident Meſlenger to him, to Crexwona with this Letter : 
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CHRISTINETA to PISANI. 


Inde it not ſtrange, that I ſecond my laſt ſpeech with this my firſt Letter, and thinke, that 

were not my affeion intire and conſtant, I ſhould not thus attempt to reveale it to you in 
lines, which bluſh not, as my cheekes doe, when I write them. I ſhould offer too palpable violence 
and injury to the truth, if I tell you not that it is impoſſible for Chriſteneta 10 love any but Pt 
ſani,whom I no ſooner jaw, but deeply admired and dearely affeFed. Now ſith my zeale to youis 
begnnne in vertue, and ſhall be continued in honour, it makes me flatter my ſelfe with hope, that 
you will not enforce me to deſpaire : for if I am not ſo happy to be yours, I muſt beſo unfortunate 
nev'r tobe nine owne. Tudge what your abſence is to me, ſith your preſence 15 my chiefeſt feli- 
city: which makes me both deſire and wiſÞ,that you were either in Pavia or Tin Cremona. can 
prefixe and give bounds to my Letter, though not to my afetion. Hate not her who loves you 
dearely, otherwiſe,whatſoever you thinke,I know.your nnkindneſſe to me will be meere cruelty. 


CHRISTINETA. 


Piſani receiveth this Letter : he wonders at her affection, and now conſults betwixt 
Chriſtineta's love to him, and his reſpeC to Gaſparino : he at firſt holds itincivility not to 
anſwer her Letter, and yet is very unwilling, in doing her right to wrong his friend : 
but at laſt peruſing her Letter, againe he findes it ſokinde. as he deemes it not only in- 

atitude, but a degree of inhumanity for him not to returne her an anſwer: and ther- 


ore taking Pen and Paper, he writes to her thus. 
” diſcover me as much affeFion as Tſhould treachery to my friend, either to accept or re- be 
quite it 5 and were it not for that con{i.eration, which nmſt tend as well to mine owne ho- ble 
our, as to your content, Twould not ſticke to ſay, that Piſani loves Chriſtineta, becauſe ſhe de- you 
ſerves to be beloved onely give me leave to informe you, that as you are too farre to bereſuſed, ſo 
1 am too honeſt to betray my friend, eſpecially ſuch a one who is as con;*dent of my fidelity,as I af wl 
ſured of his. Conld time reconcile theſe difficulties with my reputation, my heart would inſtant'y th; 
command my penne to ſignifie you, that Ideſire to give you hope, an1 take away your deſpaire 3 th 
ant withall,that Pavia, is more pleaſing to me then Cremona, ſ#th Chriſteneta lives in it, and 
Piſani iz her. Iwas never heretofore cruel! to any, neither doe T reſolve to be unkind to you:for 
how can 1;ſfith I as truely vow to honour you, as you profeſſe tolove me? live you in this aſſurance, 
and Twill dye in the/ame. _ 
PI$S ANTI. W! 


PISANI to CHRISTINETA. \ 


Time with a ſwift foot vaniſheth and paſſeth away 3 but Chriſteneta's affeCtion to P- he 
ani cannot : ſhe in his Letter perceives a glimmering light of hope breake forth thorow ba 
the obſcureclouds of her deſpaire; but feare doth as ſoone eclipſe and ſtrangle, as pro- th 
pagate and produce it 3 onely, deſpight all apprehenſion and oppoſition, her thoughts MW . de 
doe till gaze and look on P;ſari,as the Needle of the compaſſe doth to the Nortsfo as 
ſhecan reſt 1nno true tranquillity of mind,before ſhe writes to him againe:the which, W! 
ſome fifteene dayes after,ſhe doth to this effect. ne 


| Ve 

CHRISTENETA to PISANT. fa 

| | ſo 

May paſſe the bounds of diſcretion, but will not exceed thoſe of honour. I have ever lears'd to th 
retaine this Maxime, that affe&ion which receives end had never beginning: If then Tlive, I fo 

. avuſt breath the aire of your love.as well as this of my life,ſith it is the prime and ſole cauſe thereof, fr 


as the Sunne is of the light. Your Letter I finde ſo full of doubts and ambignities, as I know not 


/ 
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wherefore to bope, or why not to deſpaire : could you dive as deepely into my heart. as 1 have into 


your merits,if naturs doe not, pitty would informe you, that you _ to preferre the love of 4 


Lady before the reſpe@ of a Gentleman, eſpecially fith he may carry his heart from you, and Ide- 
fire to bring anapreſent mine to you © and how can your abſence either rejoyce or comfort mee, 
ſth your « prony will noteT binke what you pleaſe, either of me, or of your ſelfe 3 onely give me 
leave to tell you, that I finde doubt a ſtep, and degree to deſpaire,as deſpaire is to death + Iwrite 
rather with teares then Inke. If you will not live my Saint, I muſt dye your Martyr. 


CHRISTENETA. 


At the receipt of this ſecond Letter ( which was ſo ſweetly pleaſing, and pleaſingly 
ſweet to histhoughts)he found the Bulwarkes and defences of hisreſpe&t to Gaſparins 
razed and beaten downe, and a faire breach made and layd open for Chriſtenetato en- 
ter and take poſſeſſion of the Caſtle of his heart 3 ſo now at one inſtant he performes 
twoſeverall attemprs:for the farther he flies from his friend Gaſparino,the nearer he ap- 
proacheth to his Miſtreſle Chriſteneta ; and therefore now wholly imparadiling his 
thoughts in the garden of her pure beauty, and taking the chiefeſt light of his content 
and felicity from the relucent luſtre ofher eyes, heethinkes it high time, nolonger to 
beare out his Flag of defiance, but to ſtrike ſaile, and doe homage tothe ſoveraigne of 
histhoughts, the which he doth in this Letter, that he purpoſely ſends her inanſwer of 
hers by his Page. 


PISANI to CHRISTENETA. 


YS vertue and beauty is enough powerfull to prevaile with me : but your affeFion, which 
addes grace to eithcr,and either to it makes me forget my reſpeF to Galparino, torement- 
ber ay love to Chriſteneta : but that which g7ves life to this my reſolution,is, that it is impolſt- 
ble for him to hate me as much as you love me 5, and in this hope Toth rejoyce and triumph, that 
you ſhall not be my Martyr, but my Miſtris,and I will be bothyour Saint and your ſervant : for as 
you deſire t0 live in my favonr, ſo my chiefeſt ambition and zeale is to dye in your | ang : that 
which heaven makes me affirme,earth ſhall not enforce me deny. I will ſhortly folow,and ſecond 
this my Letter 5 till when,you can never ſo much lament my a ſence, as 1 deſire your preſence. Let 
this be your true conſolation,ſith it 15 my ſole delight and chiefeſt felici'y. 
PISANI. 


If Piſani his firſt Letter overthrew Chriſteneta's deſpaire, this his ſecond revives and 
confirmes her hopes; ſothat whereas heretofore ſhee condemned her preſumption in 
writing to P;ſani,{he now not onely applauds her reſolution therein, but alſo bleſleth the 
houre that ſhe attempted itz yea,ſhe buildeth ſuch caſtles o delight and content in her 
heart, and her heart in her ſoule,to thinke that ſhe ſhould be his Wife, and he her Hu 
band.that ſhe anticipateth the houres,and blames the dayes for not preſenting ber with 
—_ and preſence of her ſweet Pj/ani,whom.,above all earthly contents,ſhe chietely 
.defireth. | 

Now if Chriſteneta were thus perplexed with the abſence of her Piſari, no leſle is he 
with that of his Chriſtenet a : for remembring the freſhneſle of her youth,and the ſweets 
nefle of her beauty, he in conceipt hateth Cremona, which before he loved, and now 10- 
veth Pavia,which before he hated : it isas great a griefe to him to be with his other at- 
faires without her, as it would rejoyce him to be with her without them-yea,ſhe runnes 
ſodeepely in his thoughts, and they on her beauty,as (if it were nut immodeſty) he ei- 
ther wiſheth himſelfe impaled in her.armes,or ſhe incloyſtered in his. And now to per- 
forme as much as his Letter hath promiſed, he,without thinking or ref! 4 er of hisold 


| friendGaſparino, prepares all things ready to goe fee his new Miſtreſle Chriſteneta. 


He comes to Pavia,accompanied with three or foure of his neereſt and deareſt pe ny 
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viliteth Chriſteneta,whom he ſaluteth and courteth with all kind, honourable and amo- 
rous complements : She 1 joytull,yea raviſhed with his arrivall : heedoth aſſure her of 
his perpetuall afteCtion, and reciprocally himſelte of hers; yea, ſhe ſo infinitely delights 
in his preſence, and he ſo extreamely 1n hers, that ſhe now freely gives her ſelfe to P- 
ſani, and he in exchange, as abſolutely takes himſelfe from Gaſparino, togive himſelfe 
to Chriſteneta: (o as ſhee rejoycing in her purchaſe, and he trrumphing 1n his victory, 
they attend the time, wherein heaven and earth hath ordayned of two bodies to make 
them one. | 

Burit is notenough for Piſa; to be poſleſſed of Chrifteneta's favour: for he muſt like- 
wiſe obtaine that of her parents, before either hee can emioy his wiſhes, or ſhe herde- 
fires, and ſo he goes honourably and ſecretly to worke with them : but he findes them 
not ſo traCtable as Chriſteneta hoped, or himſelfe deſired : for old Yituriher father pre- 
ferring wealth before honour, and riches before vertues,diſlikes this motion, alledging 
thatP7/ami's father d = exceedingly in debt,that his chiefeſt Landes were ingaged and 
morgaged:that hee had many great Legacies to pay to his ſiſters, but which was worſt 
of all, that 7iſanihimſelte loved the Court better then the Country, and that in his 
expences and ; Caen hee was extreamely prodigall, and frugall in neither : which 
conliderations {o ſwayed the pn and opinion of Vitzri, that knowing he might 
every day provide and procure a better match for his daughter, hee gives Piſani to un- 
derſtand.that as yet hee hath no intent to marry his daughter,alledging her tew yeares, 
and the like triviall reaſons and excuſes, whereby Prſanz; might plainely perceive, that 
hee had no intent. to give him his daughter. 

This refuſall of Y;t#ri doth wonderfully grieve Pij/ani,and afflict Chriſtereta ſo as the 
ſee their hopes nipt in their bloſlomes,and the ir deſiresnot inthe way tor-ape ſuch < 
fects as they expected. Piſani diſtruſting his owne power, ſets his parents and chiefeſk 
frinds todraw Yituri to hearken unto reaſon : but his age cannot be deceived in that, 
which his Judgement, and not his paſſion, ſuggeſteth him : they have diverſe confe- 
rences, but every day, inſteed of bringing hopes, produceth more difiiculties and de- 
fpayrezand now that Piſani may lee that his ſute and reſearch is diſpleaſing to YVitwri,he 
lookes not'on him with fo courteous an eye as accuſtomed : and which 1s worſe,Chri- 

ſeneta is forbidden his company, and he her fathers houſe. | 

This goes tothe hearts of our two lovers, but they brook it as patiently as they may, 
and hope that time will give end to theſe their diſcontents and atfiaions. .Inthe 
meane while, as fire ſuppreſled doth often flame forth with more violence, fo, fith 
they cannot perſonally vilite onethe other, they entertaine their affections by their 
Letters, whoare ſo many in number, as Thold'it fit rather to ſuppreſle then divulge 
them. Thus whiles Piſanz comforts himſelfe, that there are no roſes without prickles, 
and that hopes long expected are beſt welcome, bat chiefely relying upon the affe- 
ion and conſtancie of his Miſtrefſe - hee will not ſtaine his valour with this poynt 
of cowardrze, to be put oft with the firſt repulſe of 7;tri, butreſolveth to continue as 
conſtant in his afteCtion, as he doth in his reftuſall; and ſo after he had ſtayed amonth 
ortwo in Cret0na, he bethinkes himſelte of an invention whereby it is not impoflible 


for him to obtaine his Miſtrefle of her father. G 


Piſani being inriched with the treaſure of Chriſtineta.s favour andaffeftion, writes 
to her,that if ſhee can obtaine her mothers conſent, ſhe peradventure may eaſily pro- 
cure that of her husbandz who hearkening and reliſhing this advice with much zeale, 
pots ita foote; and as in few dayes ſhe gained her Mother, ſoa moneth wasnot ful- 
y paſt, before ſhee had likewiſe drawne her husband to approve and conſent to this 
Match: So now our Lovers are againe revived and comforted; for the rubs: beuig 
taken away, the difficulties removed, and the parents of both ſides fully ſatisfied, all 
things now ſeeme in {o faire a forwardnefle and preparation;as1t our two Lovers were 
ſhortly to injoyeach other in mariage, or to inioy the fruits of marriage, which ſo. car- 
neftly and infinitely both affected and defired. | 
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q To which end, that their nuptials might bee ſolemnized with the greater pompe 
* Of and glory , they provide themſelves of variety of richand ſumptuous Apparell;the 
day 1sappoynted, and all the nobility of Pavia and Cremona ( as well their kindsfolkes 
as others Yare invited to the Wedding : but their Parents ſhall come ſhort of theirde- 
ſings, and theſe our two Lovers of their hopes : for this Mariage being not begunne 
bh in heaven, ſhall never be finiſhed nor conſummated in earth. 

Wee have here ſo much ſpoken of Piſani, that it ſeemes wee have quite forgotten 
Gaſparino, as if hee had no fayther part to act in this Hiſtory ; but hee 1s not ſo fortu- 


nate: for this proceeding of Piſani to Chriſtenetaisnot ſo ſecterly managed, but hee 
le- hath newes thereof, who knowing there can bee no greater treaſon, after that ofa 
" ſubieCt to his Soverainge, then for a friend to betray his friend, he grieves, and isex- 
_ treamly incenſed at Piſari, to ſee hee hath betrayed him of his Mittrefle 3 the which 
wm. he takes ſo bitterly and paſſionately, that he vowes hee will make him repent it. -Tea- 


loufie and Revenge are alwaies bad Counſellors, and therefore can never prove good 


rſt Iudges: But ſuch1s his love toChriſteneta, and fo deeply is her beauty imprinted and 
his ingraven in his heart, as ſhutting his judgement to Charity, and opening it to Revenge, 
ch he 1s reſolved, at what _ {oever, to call P;/ani toa (trifct account for this affront and 
ju diſgrace,andis reſolved rather to dy,then live to ſee himſelf thus abuſed,by one whom 
_ God and nature hath made his inferior. Were we as apt todoe good asevill,we ſhould 
SS bee Angel-, not men3 but reſembling our ſelves ( or rather harkening too much to 
_ the Prince of darknefle) wee fly reaſon to follow rage, and many times procure our 
ownediſtrution, in ſeeking that of others. 
"| Gaſparino having, thus his eyes and fences ore clouded and vayled with themiſt 
4 F of revenge, 1s tranſported with ſuch bloudy paſſions and reſolutions, as he is ſome- 
p times reſolved to piſtoll Piſari, either in the ſtreete, or in his bed, and othertimes to 
hs hire twoor three Rufftians to murther him the next time hee rids intothe Country : 
E> but at laſt caſting his eyes from hell to heaven; and from Satan to God, hee trampleth 
- thoſe excrable reſolutions under his feete, and baniſheh them from his heart and 


thoughts, eſteeming them as unworthy of him, as he were ofthe world, if he ſhould 
commit them : and ſo for that time enters ina reſolution with himſelfe : no more 
y Fame on Chriſteneta , and letle to bee revenged of Piſani , for betraying her 
4 rom him. 
-= Had Gaſparino continued mn this peaceable and Chriſtian-like mind, hee had not 
X expoſed himſelfe to ſo many dangers and misfortunes, nor given himſelfe as a prey to 
| feede the malice and revenge of his bloody enemies: but now underſtanding that 
SC all Cremona and Paviapratled and laughed at his diſgrace, in ſeeing him thus baffled 
and abuſed by Piſani, hee thinkes that not onely himſelfe, but his honour is diſpara- 
ged, and wronged herein, and that he ſhall be extreamely condemned of cowardize, 
ifin a Duell he call not P;ſany to right him, and give him ſatisfaction : yea the one! 
ry conſideration of this poynt of honour (which many times is bought and ſold at ſo 
NI deare a price, as the perill and lofle both of body and ſoule) did fo violently perſwade 
x and prevaile with him, that as revenge admits of no oppoſition, nor hearkens to any 


ig advice, ſo enquiring for Piſani, and underſtanding him tobe in Pavia, he the more in- 
couraged = inflamed hereat, taking with him a reſolute and confident Gentleman, 
a and one onely Lackey, ſets ſpurres to his Horſe, and ſo hyes thither, reſolving with 
I himſelfe to gaine bis Honour in the ſame City, where hee had received his dif- 
grace. | 
_ Being arrived at Pavia, he is aſlured that Piſa 18 in the City, and inquiring more 
of curiouſly after him, hee underſtands, that, that very inſtant heeis with his Miſtreſſe 
as Chriſteneta, which ſo galled his thoughts, and inflamed his heart, as hee was once re- 
"TER ſolved that very inſtant ro ſend him a Challenge, and the ſooner, becauſe Chriſtenets 
might be an eye-witneſle of the delivery thereof: but to ſpeake truth, Paflion could 
To not finde a better oportunity, nor Indgement a worſe, for him to draw his malicious 
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contemplation into bloudy and impious aCtion 3and therefore beſpeSing Chriſteneta; 
although ſhee had refuſed to reſpect him, and fearing if ſhee had the leaſt norice or 
inkling thereof, ſhe loved her Piſani ſodearely, as ſhe would hinder and prevent him 
from running intoſoimminent a danger, hee all that day huſh'd himſeltfe up private- 
ly-in his Inne; deferring the ſending thereoftill the morning, when delivering it to 
hiscolin Sebaſtiano (the Gentleman that came with him from Cremona) hee prayes 
him inſtantly to finde out Piſarz, and to deliver it to him as ſecretly and as fairely 
as he could. - 

Sebaſtiano being no novice in theſe occaſions and accidents, repaires to. Piſani his 
Lodging,” and finds him as he was iſſuing forth his Chamber, whom hee ſalutes, 
and dehvers Gaſparino's Challenge faſt ſealed. Piſa with a conſtant caxriage, and 
firme- conotenance, receives it, and breaking off the Seales, ſteps aſide and reades 
theſe Lines: 


GASPAKINO to PISANTI, 


Y have given the firſt breach to our friendſhip: for ſth you have treacheronſly bereaved me 
of my Miſtris, you muſt now both in honour and juſtice,cither take my lift, or yeeld me yours 
inrequitall : If you conſider your owne ingratitude, you cannot taxe, wmchleſſe contdemne this 
my reſolution : the Place,the Weſt end of the Parke:the Houre, foure or five after Dinner 3 the 
manner, on foot, with Seconds; the Weapon, iſ you pleaſe, two ſingle Rapiers, whereof bring you 
one and T the other, and I will be content tc A the refuſall,'to give you the choyce. If your con- 
rage an,/wer your infidelity, you will not refuſe to meet me. | 

h - GASPARINO. 


: \ Piſani having received and peruſed this Challenge (like an Italianated Gallant,pre- 
ferring his honour before his hfe) very cheerefully, without any motion or ſhew of 
alteration, either in his ſpeeches or countenance, turnes to Sebaſtiaro, and ſpeakesto 
him thus, Sir, I pray tell Gaſparino from me, thatmy ſelfe and Second will with {in- 
gle Rapiers meet himand his, at the houre and place appoynted. 

. Sebaſtiano returnes : and _ having accepted the Challenge, beares it ſo ſecretly, 
as Chrijteneta (the other halfe of his heart) underſtandes not hereof: he findes out his 
deare-and intimate friend Sfondrato, a valiant young Gentleman,ifſued ofa very noble 
Family of Mil/az, who accompanyed him from Crextora, to whom hee relates the 
whole etiect of this buſineſle, ſhewing him Gaſparino's Challenge, and requeſting him 
to honour him ſo much as to ſecond him in this quarrell. $Sfoxdrato very cheeretully 
and freely oftereth, and ingageth himſelfe; and fo about noone ——_ and him- 
ſelfe, like honorable friendly enemies, meet toprovide and match the Rapiers : 
but bare it ſo ſecretly and diſcreetly, as none whatſoever could once perceive their 
intents, or gathertheir reſolutions. The hower approching, they all take horſe, and 
that day Piſani, becauſe hee would bee no way prevented and hindred, doth pur- 
polely refraine to viſit his Miſtreſle Chriſten.t4. They poaſt tothe Parke as to a 
Wedding, being the place of Rendez.vous of their meeting (ſo famous for the defeat 
of the French, and taking Priſoner of their King Fraxcjs the Second, by the Forces 
of the Emperour Charles the Fifth.) 

Gaſparino and Sebaſtiano are firſt in the Field : but Piſani and Sfordrato are not long af- 
ter: ſo they all tye up their Horſesto the hedge, pull oft their Spurres, and cut away 
the tmmber-heelesof their Bootes, that they might nottrip, but ſtand firme intheir play: 
Butere they beginne the Seconds ſearch the principals, and they the Seconds, ſo they 
throw ofttheir Dubl ets, and appeare all in their ſhirts, not as if they, feared death, but 
rather as it they were reſolved tomake death feare them. | 
 ': By this time! Gaſpariroand” Piſani draw : they make their approaches, and'as the 
hr{tincounter Pifevzas hurtim the out-(ideof the leftarme, and Gaſparino inthenight 
-#09 flanck, 
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Aanke, the bloud whereof app-ared not, butfell into his hoſe : they azaine ſeparate 
themſelves, and now trye their fortunes afreſh; here Piſani receives two wounds, the 
one glancing oa his ribsth= other in th2 brawne bf his right .arme, an4 G.ſþarins on? 
deepe one in his left ſhoulder; but theſeſſight hurt; they onely eſteeme as ſcarres 
not as wounds, and therefore ſe2ing their ſhirts but ſprinkled, not dyed with their 
blouds, they couragioully come on againe 3 but this bout proves favourable to them 
both 3 - for Gaſparino wards P;ſani'sthrafts from him, and onely runnes Piſaxi thorow 
th: hoſe, without doing him any other harme - and ſo they cloſe, which Piſaxidoth 
purpoſely tuexchange ground, thereby to, have the Sunne in his backe, which was be- 
fore in hiseyes, and now they conclude to take breath. 

Their Seconds withdrawnot from their ſtations, neither can they y2t imagine to 
whoſe ſide fortune will incline, they being well-neare as equall in wounds as courage 
andnow Piſani and Gaſparino drefling their Rapiers, and wiping off the blood from 
th-m, beginne againe to maketryall of whom Viftory is reſolvedto ſmile 3 butthzy 
alter the manner of the fightz for now Gaſparino fights with ju1gem2nt, and not 
with fury, and Piſani with fury, and not with judgement, whereas h-retofore they 
both did the contrary. They traverſe their grounds; Piſani is (© violent, as hee hath 
almo't put himſelfe out of breath, but Gaſparino is ſo wary and cautelous, as hee 
contents himſelfe to breake histhruſts, and reſolves not to make any but to the pur- 
poſe, and upon manifeſt advantage; the iſſue anſwereth his hopes an4 expettation : 
forat the very next incounter, as P/ai runnes Gaſparino in the necke, he runnes P/ 
ſanithorow the body, a little below the left pap 3 and his ſword meeting with Cava- 
Vena(which leades direCtly tothe heart) makes a perpetuall divorce betwixt his boly 
and his ſoule, and fo hzefalls ſtarke dead tothe ground. Gaſþ.crino knowing him dif 
patched, ſheathes up his rapier. But Sfordrato and his Chirurgion runne to his aſfi- 
ſtance,but the affettion of the one, and the art of the other were in vaine-for Piſani his 
life had forſaken his body,and his ſoule was already fled from this world to another. 

Whiles Sfordratoand the Chirurgion were ſtretching out the dead body of Piſan, 
and covering it up with their Cloake , Sebaſt;aro runnes to Gaſparins and congratulates 
with him for his victory, extolling his vallour to the skie : But Gaþarino tells him, 
that theſe prayſes appertaine not to him, but to a higher providence, an4 withall 
prayes him to be carefull, and to mannage his life both with courage and diſcretion 5 
and for himfelfe, finding his wounds, no way deſperate nordangerous, hee is reſol- 
ved not to ſuffer his Chirurgion to binde them up, till hee ſee the iſſue of the Combate 
betwixt his faithfull friend Sebaſtiano and Sfondrato, 

By this time Sfordratothinkes it high time to beginne : and being no way daunted 
with the misfortune and death of his friend Piſan;, but rather incouraged and reſolved 
toſcll it dearely on the life of Sebaſt;aro; hee drawes, and with his Rapier in his hand 
comes towards him. Sebaſtiano meetes him halte way with a very freſh and cheerefull 
countenance,and ſo they approach one to the other : at their firſt incounter, Sebatza- 
no gives Sfrondratoa large and wide wound on his right (ide, but receives another from 
him thorow the left arme, alittle above the elbow ; but that of Sford-ato powred 
forth more bloud 3 and to briefe, they both give and take divers wounds, and pzr- 
forme the parts of valorous Gentlemen. 

Bat in theend, God,who would not give all the victory to on? {ide, but will make 
both parnies loſers, toſhew that he is diſpleaſed with theſe their bloudy ation: , and 
uncharitable reſolutions, which though Honour ſeeme to excule, yet religion cannotz 


afterthey had three ſeverall times taken breath, Sebaſrians advan-ing a faire thrutt to | 


Sfondrato's bre(t,which onely pierced his ſhirt, and ravelled his skinne : Sf-ndrate re- 
quited him with a mournefull intereſt , for hee ranne him thorow at the {:nall of the 


belty,and ſo nailed him to theground, bearing away hislife on the point of his Rapier. 


Thus our foure Combartants, being now reduced to the number of two, Sfondrato 
expetted that Gaſparino would have exchanged a thruſt or two with him : the which 
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certainely hee had performed : But Gaſparino finding that the lofſe of ſo much bloud 
made him then weak, and that it was now more then time for him to have his wounds 
bound up,they having taken order for the decent tranſporting of-their dead frinds, 
that night to Pavia: Ba without: ſpeaking word one to the other, commit them- 
ſelves to their Chirurgions, and ſo their wounds being bound up, they take them with 
them, and, toſave themſelves from.the danger of the Law, they take horſe, and poaſt 
away, Gaſparino to Parma and Sfondratoto Florence, from whence they reſolve not to 
ſtirre, before their frinds have procured and ſent them their pardons. | 

Leave we them there: and to follow the ſtreame of this Hiſtory, come we to Cremone 
and ?avia, which rings with the newes of the iflues of theſe lamentable and tragical! 
combates; Piſani and Sebaſtiano are mfinitely bewailed of their parents, and lamented 
of their frinds, yea of their very enemies themſelves, and generally of all the world ; 
whoeither knew them, or heard of. their untimely and —— ends. 

But all theſe teares arenothing, in compariſon of thoſe which our faire Chriſteneta 
ſheds for the death of her ſweet Paz; :: For hergriefes are {o infinitely bitter, asſhee 
teares her haire, disfigureth her face, weepes, mournes, howles, and cries ſo extremely 
that ſorrow her ſe]fe would grieve to ſee her ſorrow 3 yea, ſheforſakes and abando- 
neth all cympany;throwes off all her rich and glittering garments,and takes on mourn- 
tulland fad apparrell: ſo as all the perſwaſions* of the world are not capable to give 
her the leaſt ſhaddow of conſolation : for as ſhee aftirmes, ſhee neither will, nor can 
be comforted 5 onely amid(t her teares, ifſhee admit, or permit any paſſion to take 
Flace in her heart or thoughts, it is chollerand revenge againſt Gaſparino,who had be- 
reaved her of her only joy, of her deare and ſweet Piſani, whom thee loved a thou - 
ſand timesmore deare and tenderly then her ſelfe,and of him ſhe vowes to be revenged 
in the higheſt degree: Whereby wee. may here in Chriſteneta ſee the old phraſe made 
good, and 0818 ar That there is no affeftion nor hatred to that of a Woman : for 
where they love, they loye dearely 3 and where they hate, hatedeadly : But leave we 
herto herſorrowes; and come we againe to Gaſparino, whoin ſhort time, having ob- 
tained his pardon, returnes from Parma tO Cremona, where hee is joytfully received of 
his parents and friends. 

He 1sno ſooner arrived, but the remembrance of Chriſteneta's beauty doth flouriſh and 
revive inhis heart; for although ſhe had loved another, yet he could affect none but 
her ſelfe : when letting paſle ſome ſixe or eight moneths.and hoping thattime,(which 
is ſubject tonothing, and all things to it ) might wipe off her teares, and blow ny 
her ſighes for the death of Piſani ; hee re'olues to renew his old ſuit to her, -to whic 
end he viſits her firſt by: frinds, next by letters, and then in perſon. Chriſteneta (like 
a counterfeit Fury) diſlembles her love to Piſanz, and her hatred to him, and withall 
triampheth and taketha pride to ſec how diſcreetly and cloſely ſhe beares her malice: 
But our wiſdome 1n finne proves meere folly in the eyes of God, which though ſhee 
will not now acknowledge, yet ſhee ſhall hereafter bee inforced to doe it with repen- 
tance, and peradyenture when it 1s too late. So being reſolute in her inveterateindig, 
nation, her malice doth ſo out-brave her charity, and her revenge her religion, as ſhee 
cannot finde any reſt in her thoughts, or tranquillity in her minde, before ſhee ſee the 
death of Gaſparino make amends and fatisfattion for that of Piſani. 

Gaſparino having the eyes of his judgment hood- winked, and not foreſeeing how 
dangerous it 15 to repoſeand rely on the favour of an incenſed enemy(as our judgments 
are never cleareſt when we approach our ruine )is very importunate with Chriſtencta, 
that he may meet and conferre privately with her, which indeed is the onely opportu- 
nity that in heart ſhee hath ſo ſong deſired:and now it is that ſhe conſpires his ruine,and 
plots his deſtruCtion, wherein(perchance)ſeeking his death,ſhe may procure her owne: 

DPitlembling Wretch as ſhe 1s, ſhe ſeemes to be vanquiſhed with his wiportunity; 
and therefore to ſhew her ſclte courteous and kinde to him, ſhe appoynts him to mect 
her in the Nunnes Garden at ſixe of the clocke inthe morning. But what coutteſy: 

. what 
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d what kindneſle is this, to have honey in the tongue,and poyſon in the heart > For ſhe 
Is preſently agrees with two wretched Rufhans,Bjazco and Brindoli, for twice fifty Duc- 
$, kets to.murther him: See here the implacable and damnable malice of this young 
N- Gentlewoman, who forgetting her ſoule and her God, becomes the Author of ſoexe- 
th crable and lamentable a Murther. | 

ſt Gaſparino, drowning his ſences and underſtanding in the contemplation ofthe 
to content he ſhould receive in injoying his Miſtrefle Chriftenets' company ; thinkes the 


night long ere the day appeare, and although the evening were'faire and cleare, 
yet in the-morne, Aurora had no ſooner leapt from the watty bed of Neptarie, bit the 
Skies were over-caſt and vayled with obſcure douds ,, whichimprifon-the Sunne and 
his golden beames, purpoſely not to behold fo bloudy a Tragedie, as was thentobe 
acted. | nin $157 
Chriſteneta (who could not ſleeps for revenge) 1s ſtirring in the morne betiines; 
and ſo 1s Biancoand Brindoli. They all meet inthe Nunnes Garden,fhe walking in the 
Alleyes, and they hiding themſelves out of ſight - Atlaſt the Clocke ſtrikes ſixe; -ahd 
immediately in comesGaſparino, with his Hat in his hand, and his Rapier by his fide; 
he courts and ſalutes Chriſteneta with many amorous ſpeeches, and ſweet Comple- 
ments 3 ſhe prepares to receive him : butin ſtead of curteous entertainement', grves 
hima bloudy welcome : Her words (or rather her watch-words) are theſe ': Ga/þpa- 
rino (quoth _ this Garden js the place ' where I had my firſt conference:with Piſani , © arid 
where I purpoſe to have my laſt with you 5 At which words, Bianco and Brindoli ru{h forth 
of a Bowre, and with many wounds kill him dead at their feet 5 but he had firſt the 
leiſure to draw, and fora while very valiantly detended himſelfe, giving each of them 
ſeveral wounds.Chriſteneta ſeeing Gaſparino telled'to the ground, fearing that he wasnot 
fally dead, and to prevent his crying, ſhe rannes to him, thruſts her Handkercher'iin- 
to his mouth, and to ſhew herſelfe more likea Tygre then a Woman, and a Dewill 
then a Chriſtian , ſhe with a ſmall Ponyard, or Stilleto, ſtabs him many timesthorow 
the body, and ſpurning him with her foot, atters this revengefull and bloudy ſpeech: 
This Iſacrifice to the memory of my deare Love Piſani. And ſo Bianco and Brindoli take this 
murdered body of Gaſparino , and tying a great ſtone to it, threw it intothe Well of 
Ind the Garden 3 and the better to conceale this damnable act, they flye by a Poſterne 
but doore : and Chriſten?ta thinking to cover and ſhrowd her ſinne, undet the cloake 
ich of Piety and devotion, forſakes the Garden 3 and fo, unfeene of anyeatthly eye; be*« 
va takes herto the Nunnes Church, where ſhee falls on her knees ; but with ſo' pro 
l phane a devotion , as ſhe did no way repent, butrather triumph at this Murther : But 
ike this her hypocriſy ſhall coſt her deare. 091 Ob SOL oft SHU OMEG LHGRRT'D 
all Wee have here ſeene this horrible and cruellMurther 'cymmitted andadted ;' ati 
ice! the Murtherers themſelves by this time all led; and'gottents their homts- Yes, Chri- 
hee MW feencta gloryeth in her revenge, and Bjanco and Brindoli ih therr money'310 athey how 
xen- thinke themſelves free, and paſt all danger : but they ſhall be deceived in thir hopes 
lig\ for Divine providence hath decreed otherwiſe 'And here we comet6the'detefrion 
hee and puniſhment ofthis Murther 3' wherein Gods mercy andjuſtice;, ' his providence 
the and his glory,doe moſt miraculouſly ſhine andappeare; 7 Omer t's 4 1:1 
The Nunnes being.in their Cells at their Oratfons, hearethe flynkttig of Fords; 
10W and ſo they advertiſe their Abbeſle or Governeſle thereof; / who givestheAtarim in 
ents WW - the houſe.” They deſcend totheGarden,to fee whit'this rurfiovit maight be:they finde 
tas the Poſterne open , .and the Alleyes yery math ſprinkled and gored with bloud 3 they 
rtu- MW ſuſpeft Murther, but neither finde nor ſee any , either living vr dead* they Rend'to nts 
and WU quaint the Prefect. and Provoſt of the City herewith, who tepiire to the Garden, 
wne-  and(as before)finde much bloud,bur ee no body 7 they make ſtrit inquiry tid ſearch 
jIity3 inthe Ditches,hedges,thickers, and vaults of the Garden, biit finds nothing@nlythey 
nect {forget toſearch the Well : Thien, to finde what thofe Fighters were, they thinke oft 
fy, M Policie, as worthy of them, as they of their office, they give'a ſeeret charge to all:the 
| F.:0 chirurgions 
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chirurgions of the city to reveale them, if any having new wounds, came that nighr,or 
thenextmorning tothem,to be cured;whereupon i0, one of the chiefeſt Chirur- 
oy them.that he.about an houre ,had dreſſed Bianco & Brindoli (two 

1diers of the city)of nine ſeverall wounds, which they newly received. The Prefett | 
and Provoſt advertiſed hereof, cauſe them to be brought before them, whom they 
found both together,where (no doubt) they had conſulted. They enquire who woun- 
dedthem : They anſwer, they had a Quarrell betwixt themſelves,and fo they fought 
it out. Being demanded againe, where, and when they fought , they looked each on 
other,and knowing that Chriſteneta was ſafe at home,$« Gaſþarino cloſe in the well, they 
inſtantly replyed, it wasin the Nunnes Gardenat $4imt Clayre, and at fixe of the clocke 
in the morning, which agreeing tothe Nunnes relation, gave end tothis buſineſle, for 
that timeeſpecially. But though they delude and blinde the eyes of men, yet they 
cannot, norſhall not thoſe of God : Andnow , although theſe murtherers have thus 
eſcaped, yet aa Lv apa to forſake and leave Pauia,for feare to be afterwards diſco- 
vered. But they ſhall be prevented in their ſubtleties, forthe hand of God will ſpee- 
dily arreſt them. 

Now wee mult obſerve, that Gaſþarino being found wanting two whole nights 
from his Lodging, and his Lackey gathering no newes of him at Yitwri's houſe, 
where he uſually trequented to viſite and court his Miſtreſſe Chrifteneta, heinformes 
the Hoſt of the houſe hereof 3 and he like an honeſt man, doubting the worſt (after 
the cuſtome of 7aly) acquainted the Prefect and Provoſt thereof, who, like judicious 
and wiſe Magiſtrates, examined Gaſþarino's Lackey when he laſt ſaw his Maſter, and 
where. The Lackey anſweres, He parted from his Chamber yeſterday morning 
betwixt five and fixe, with his Prayer-bouke in his hand, as ithe were going to 
Church, but commanded him not to fullow him 3 and ſince (hee ſaith) hee ſaw 
him not. And now, by the providence of God, the Lackeyes relation gives a lit- 
ge glimpſe and glimmering light to the diſcovery of this Murther : for the Ma- 
giſtrates ſee, that the houre of Gaſþaring's departure from his Chamber, and that of 

Bianco and Brindolzs fighting doe agree, as alſohis Booke and the Nunnes Church 
beare ſome ſbew of coherence and probability. 

Whereupon they(guided as it were by the very immediate finger of God)reſolve 
and determine to apprehend,and forthwith to impriſon both Banco and Brindeli, who 
the very rext day had thought to have ſlipt downe the River to Ferara, and ſo 
to Venice. 

They areexamined concerning Gaſþarino - they vow hee is a Gentleman they have 

neither knowne nor ſeene. The Magiſtrates hold it fit they ſhould be put to the Rack; 
+ which is as penalty rformed- :. but theſe ſtout Villaines firmely and conſtantly 
maintaine their fir as z andalthough they make ſute to be freed and releaſed, yet 
the PreteQholds it neceſlary to.continue them in priſon 3 and withall, to make a more 
narrow andexadcter ſearch mthe Nunnes Garden. 
Chriſtenets,being atthe firſt advertiſed that B;anco and Brindoli were dead, is thereat 
aſtoraſhed and amazed. and {o reſolves to flye, but being advertiſed they had already 
ſuffered torment,& revealed nothu ine reſolvesto ſtay,which indeed ſhe doth: ri 
but it is the Iuſtice and mercy of God that pn this bloudy bird within her neſt. t] 
The Prefe& and Proyoſt (as being inſpired from heaven) continue conſtant in B 
their reſolutions, tomake a ſecond.ſearch in the Garden for Murther 3 which they tl 
doe, and very curiouſly, Ajay 5 placeunſearched- : atlaſt it pleaſed the Loxd to v 
put into the Pr minde to ſearch the Well , which the day before they had al 
omitted. Hee acquaints the Prefe& herewith, who with, much alacrity approves fi 
hereof, and ſo ca it to be ſcarched, they at laſt intheir hookes bring up ſome pie- 2 
ces of wrought blacke Taffeta :. which by the Lackey was affirmed, and knowhe to d 
be the ſame hisMaſter Goſparimo , wore the laſt time he ſaw him : wheratthey were b 
' more eagerly encouraged to ſearch againe moſt exaQly : which they doe, hs * laſt 
2 bring 
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. bring up the dead body of Gaſparine, when ſtripping off his cloths, they finde his body 
3 pierced with thirteene ſevera]} wounds : at the mournefull ſight whereof, the whole 
t aſſembly, but eſpecially his Lackey, cannot refraine from teares, and yet all glorify 
7 God for tinding of his body, as allo for the diſcovery of the Murtherers, whonow 
- they confidently believe are Bianco and Brindolz. 
t But (ee the farther mercies of God : for Banco and Brintdoli are but the hands which 
1 executed thie Murther, and not the head which plotted it : therefore the Magiſtrates 
; being ſure of them, doe now reſolve to hye to Priſon, and to give them double tor- 
0 ment, thereby to diſcover out of what Quiverthe firſt arrow of this Murther came. 
r But behold the mercy and juſtice of God |! they are eaſed of this labour, and 
y the name of the male'a&tor brought them by a moſt miraculous and unheard 
$ of accident: for when the Magiſtrates and whole companie had often viſited Gaſpari- 
RN no's naked body, and ſeene nothing but wounds, alittle boy ſtanding by(of tome 
s ten yeares of age ) eſpyed a linnen choth in his mouth, which hee ſhewed thecompa- 
ny, which the Perſe cauling to be pulled out, found it tobe a Cambricke Handker- 
'$ cher, and withall, a name in red h1ke Letters in one corner, which was the very true 
A name of Chrifteneta. 6 
_ See, ſee the goodneſle, O let vs ſtand amazed and wonder at the merciesof 
" God, to ſee what meanes and inſtruments hee ordayneth for the diſcovery of 
Murthers. 
1 The Prefe& and provoſt ſend away ſpeedily to apprehend her ; ſheeis taken inthe 
"I midſt of her pleaſures and paſtimes, yea, from the arme ofhet Mother , and feete 
o of her father , to whom ſhee fled for fatety , but in vaine 3 for ſhee is inſtant! 
" committed cloſe Priſoner, from whence wee ſhall not ſee her come forth , ll 
') ſhe come to her condigne puniſhment, ona ſhamefull Scaffold , for this her horrible 
= offence of Murther. 
}f And now the PrefeCt and Pruvoſt goe themſelves to the Priſon, where Biarco and 
h Brindoli are : they accuſe them peremptorily forthe Murther of Gafparino , whoſe 
body, they informe them , they have taken up out of the Well : but they againe 
e deny it. They give them double torment, and conjure them to reveale this their 
oO Murther 3 but =y are ſo ſtrong of courage, or rather the devill is ſo ſtrong in them, 
o as they deny all, and neither accuſe themſclves, nor any other. 
| ThePrefe& and Provoſt, although they ſaw all circumſtances concurre, that 
7e undoubtedly Chriſtereta had a deepe hand in this Murther, yet they examine her faire- 
ks ly, and promile her much favour, and theirbeſt friend{hip and afliſtance, if ſhee 
y will reveale it : but ſhe, as her two confederates, denyes all. They adjudge her to the 
et Racke, whereunto ſhe very patiently permits her ſclfe to be faſtened ; but her dainty 
re body and delicate limbes cannot indure the cruelty of this tormeit: and ſo ſhee 
confeſſcth all , that in revenge of Piſani's death, fhee had cauſed Bianco and Brindels 
at to murther him in the Nunnes Garden, as we have formerly underſtood. | 
ly And now comes Gods ſentence from heaven, pronounced againſt theſe Murthe- 
* rers, by the mouth of his Magiſtrates on earth, who for reparation and expiation of 
their horrible crimes of Murther, committed on Gaſþarino, adjudge Bianco and 
in Brindoli to have their-right hands cut off, then to bee hanged, and their bodies 
ey throwne into the River Po: And Chriſteneta ( notwithſtanding all the ſolicitation 
to which her father and friends made for her) to bee firſt hanged, then burned, and her 
id aſhes throwne into the ayre : Which to the full ſatisfation of Inſtice, before an in- 
— finite number of Spe@ators (who afliſted at theirmournfull ends) was accordingly 
e- executed, who yet could not reframe from teares, but as much approved and applau« 
to ded Chriſteneta's afteftion to Piſani, as they deteſted and abhorred her inhumane and 


bloody revenge to Gaſþarins. 
: | D 2 Bianco 
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Bianco and Brindoli,as they lived unrighteouſ] ;, ſo they dyed def] perately, and could 
not be drawn to repent themſelves of this their bloudy fact : But asI kave underſtood, 
Chriſteneta was extreamely ſorrowfull tor her ſinnes, b 


ut eſpecially for this murther, 
whereof at her laſt breath ſhe infinitely and exceedingly repented her ſelfe : yea have 


beene informed, that ſhe delivereda godly and religious ſpeech upon the Ladder. but 
I was not ſo fortunate to recover it. 
May all true Chriſtians reade this Hiſtory with profit, and profitin reading it, that 


ſo God may receive the glory - and their ſoules the eternall comfort and conſolation. 
Amen. 


GODS: 


REVENGE AGAINST THE 
Cryingand Execrable ſinne of Murther. 


HisTORIE III. 


Mortaigne under _ of martiage gets Toſſelina with childe, and after,corverting his love 
into Lond canſeth his Lackey La Verdure, and La Palma to mnrther both her and her 
young ſonne:the jealouſie of Iabella to her kusband La Palma #s the canſe of the diſcovery 
bereof:they are aff three taken and executed for the ſame. 


& T isa juſt reward for the vanity of our thoughts, and a true tecom- 
pence forthe errours of our youth, that we buy pleaſure with re- 

ntance,and the ſweetneſl> of {in with the bitterneſle of affliction: 
bur if we violate the lawes of Chriſtianity, and abandon our ſelves 
to luſt and fornication, then we ſhall ſee with ſhame, that men will 
not pitry us, and finde with griefe, that God will puniſh us. It isan 
excellent vertue in Maidens, not to liſten tothe lewd temptations 
of men; and in men not to hearken to the ſugred charmes of the des 
vill: for commonly that folly gives the one ſhame, & this madneſle brings the other de- 
ſtruction: bur if we firſt forget our ſelves, and then our God, by adding and heaping ſin 
ape ſine; as firſt, to perpetrate foruication, and after Murther, then afluredly our 
eſtate is ſo miſerably wretched, and ſo wretchedly miſerable, as wee have no hope left 
for better fortunes, nor place for worſe. And becauſe Ex1mple is both pleaſing to our 
memory, and profitable to our judgement, this mournefull enſuing Hiſtory ſhall make 
good,and confirme itto us : therefore let us ſhut the doore of our thoughts againſt the 
power of finne, and that of our hearts againſt the malice of Hell:and we ſhall not one- 
ly make our fortunes ummoveable in this World, but our felicity eternall in that $9 
come. 

In the South-eaſt part of France: within a dayes journey of the famous City of 
0x, at the foote of the Mountaine of Tarara, upon the border and boſome of that 
ſweet river Lignon, ſo famouſed by the Minion of honour, and the darling ofthe Mu» 
-ſes, the Marqueſle of Yrſe, in his beautifull and divine Aſtrea : neere Dareicy (a cers 
taine ſmall Village) there dwelt a poore Country Farmer, named Andrew Mollard , 
who of late burying his Wife, had one onely child left him by her, | being a very faire 
young girle, about the age of twelve yeares old, named 7oſſehing, whom hee hoped 
ſhould prove the ſtaffe and prop of his age, atid teſolued when ſhe grew up in yeares , 
and came to womans eſtate, to marry her to ſome of his neighbours ſonnes, and at his 
death,to give her all that litle which either his parents,or his owne labour and induſtry 
had left or procured him. 
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Two or three yeares ſliding away, in which time Mel//ard increaſing in wealth, 
and his Daughter in yeares, ſhee was,and was juſtly reported to bee the faireſt Nymph 
of thoſe parts, and by all the ruſticke Swaynes tearmed, the faire 7oſelina, eſteermng 
themſelves happy,if they might ſeeher,much more,if they might injoy her preſence. | 

Now within a little League of Mo/ards houſe, dwelt an ancient and wealthy Gen- 
tleman, named Mowrnfiexr de Concie, who had many children : but among the reſt, his 
eldeſt ſonne, tearmed Mownſreur de Mortaigne, was a very hopefull and brave Gentle- 

man», Who was firſta Page to that generous Nobleman Mownſiexr dela Guiche , ſome- 
times Governour of Lyoxs , and ; his death a chiefe Gertleman to Moxnſienr de 
Saint Terraut.now a Marſhall of France. 

This Mortaigne having lived ſome yearesin Parjs with his Lord the Marſhall, where 
hee followed all honourable exerciſes, as Riding , Fencing , Dancing, and the like 
(whereby hee purchaſed himſelfe the honourable title of a moſt perte& and accom- 
pliſhed GentlemagY was at laſt deſirous to ſee his father, partly, becauſe he un 4erſtood 
he was weake and (ickly ; but eſpecially to be at the Nuptialls of a liſter of his, tear- 
med Madamoyſelle de la Hay , who wasthen to be married to a Gentleman of Avergne, 
tearmed Mounſreur de Caſjalis. 

This Marriage being folemnized, Mortaigne having conducted his ſiſter into 
Avergne, and now ſeeing his father ſtrong and Juſty, hee beginnes todil{hike the Coun- 
trey, and to wiſh himſclfte againe in Parzs,where the rattling of Coaches, andthe in- 
finity of faire Ladies did better delight and pleaſe him : hee craves leave of his father 
and mother to returne , which (becauſe hee is the chieteſt ſtay and;comtort of their 
age) they unwillingly grant him, and ſo he prepares for h1sreturne to Paris. But an un- 
looked for accident ſhall ſtop his jorney tor the preſent, and another, but farre more 
fatall, ſeconding and ſucceeding that, ſhall ſtop and hinder him from ever ſeeing it. 

For the might before hee was todepart, the morning deConcye his father 1s moſt 
dangerouſly taken with a burning Feaver, and ſo neither he nor his mother will per- 
mit him to depart. Living thus in the Country , and few Gentlemen dwelling neere 
his fathers houſe, hee gives himſelfe to Hunting and Hawking , Paſtimes and exer- 
ciſes, which though before he loved not, yet now hee exceedingly delights in : Now 
among't other times , hee one day hunting in hisfathers Woods (hollawing for his 
Dogge which hee had loſtin a Thicket) by chance ſprung a Pheaſant, who flying 
tothe next Woods, hee ſends for his Hawke, with an intent to flye at him 53 and: 
ſo being not ſo happy asagaine to ſet light of him, hee ranged ſo farre, and withal] 
ſo faſt , that hee was very thirſty , but ſaw no kouſe neere him, that hee might call for. 
wine 3 till atlaſt hee happened on that of Andrew Mollard, of whom wee have formers 
ly made mention. Mortaigne,{ceing a man walking inthe next Vineyard ,, demanded, 
if he were the man of the houſe, and prayed himtoaford him a draught of Wine, 
alledging that he was very thirlty ; Mo/ard knowing this young Gentleman by the 
Modell of his face , preſumed todemand him if hee were not one of Mounſiexr de Con- 
eze's ſonnes: Hee anſwered yes, and that his name was Mortaigne. Mollard preſently 
calling to minde that hee was his fathers heire, very courteoully (in his taſhion)prayes 
him to enter his houſe, and ſo beeing ſet doawne , hee ſends his daughter Ioſelina for 
wine, which ſhee fetched*, and they both drinke : where honeſt Mo/ard thinking his 
houſe blefled with fo great (and as hee thought, ſogood) a Gentleman , very cheere- 
fully profers him peares, Grapes, ' Walnuts, and ſuch homely dainties as his poore. 
cottage'could 'affofd. But wee ſhall ſee Mort aigne requite this. courtelie of MoPard, 
with an extreame ingratitude. | OE HSE, 
>” Mortaiene,whoſe eye was ſeldome'on MolZard, and never from his daughter,admires 


tO ſee {ofweet a beauty in ſo o-ſcurea place : he cannot refraine from bluſhing, to be: 
hold the delicacy of her pure complexion: for though ſhe were poore in cloat es,:.yet 


hee faw her rich in beauty, which made not onely his eyes, but his heart conclude, 
that ſhes was wonderfull faire; ſithit is ever the {igne of a'true and perfect beauty , 
2 where 
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1, wherethe face graceth the apparrell, andnot the apparrell the face. And now com- 
h paring Toſſelina's taynt to that of the gallant Ladies of Parjs , hee finds that the truth.of 
g nature exceeds the falſhood of their Art : for thorow the Alablaiter of her Front, 
Necke and Papes, hee might perceivethe azure of her veines, which like the win- 
= dings of Meiners {treames, ſwiftly range, and ſweetly preſents it (elfe to his eye. And 
's for hereyes, or rather the Diamondsand ſtars of her face, their ſplendor was ſo cleare, 
and their influence ſo piercing, as they not onely captivate his thoughts with love, but 
- wound his heart with affe&tion and admiration.But if Mortaigre gaze on the freſhneſle 


e and (weetneſle of 7oſſelina's beauty, no lefle doth ſhee on the properneſle and perfecti- 
on of his youth, onely his eyes tilt at hers with more liberty , and hers on'him with 
c modeſty , reſpect and ſecrecy : which Mortaigne well eſpying, -hee owes to obtaine 


her favour, or to loſe his life in reſearch thereof : but the end of ſuch laſcivious 
- reſolutions ſeldome proſper. 
4 But ſee how all things favour Mortaigres affection, or rather his luſt to 7oſſeliza! for 
" Molard tells him, hee holds a ſmall tenement neere adjoyning to his father, who hath 
now puthim in ſute of Law for two herriots, and therefore beſeecheth him for his 
good word, and favour to his father in his behalfe. Mortaigre glad of this occaſion 
J to ſerve fora pretext and cloake for him, to have accefle to his houſe and daughter, 
- rromiſeth him to deale etteCtually with his father for him , and the nexttime he paſ(- 
{erh that way , to acquaint him what hee hath done therein - and ſo ſtealing a kifle or 
two from 7oſſclina, as her father went into the Court, and withall wearing to her, 
that hee loved her dearely, and would come often to ſee her 3 he thanking Mo/Zard for 
his good cheere;for that time departed. 

But the further hee goes from Mo/ards houſe, the neerer his heart approacheth his 
daughter 7oſſelina. So his thoughts being ſtedfaſtly and continually fixed on her , hee 
beginnes to diſtaſte his fathers houſe, yea, forlakes all company, and many times pre- 
tending to walke in the Parke and Woods, hee ſteales away privately to {ce his new 
Miſtretle. Hee viſits her often, but eſpecially when her father is at market, and gives 
her Gloves, Lawne, and filke girdles, yea hee never comes to her , but brings her ſome 

ift and preſent, thinking thereby the ſooner toobtaine his delire : but as yet hee is 
Pill deceived : for although fhee be humble and ſimple , yet ſhe is chaſt, net will not 
hearken to his allurements and inticements. Had 7elina continued conſtant in this re- 
ſolution,her life would have proved more happy.,and her death lefſe mournfull. 

Mortaigne perceiving Toſſelina's coynelle and obſtinacy, is thereat no way the les, but 
rather far the more in{nared and inflamed with her beauty, and now perceiving, that al 
his Viſits, Gifts; Speeches and prayers worke no deſired effect, he hath recourſe to that 
old fallacy and ſubtil invention, wherby ſo many {illy maids are abuſed and deceived 3 
hee vowes;;. thatit ſhee \will permit him toenjoy hisdefire, hee will marry her,not- 
withſtanding that their birth and qualitie were ſo unequall and different : and this, 
and onely tis battery and allurement, was that which vanquiſhed 7oſelina's Chaſtitie, 
who, poore girle, caught with this ſnare, in hope:to be a Gentlewoman, ſhooke hands 
with her maiden- head: which ſheeſhould have prized and eſteemed farre more pre» 
cionsthenherlife : but ſhee ſhall pay deare forthis her folly 3 for thee ſhall live Mor 
taigne's {trumpet andnever dye his:wifes Þ oo LS 

Mortaigne hath now-his deſire of.Zoffelima:; and for the fruit of this their unchaſt 
pleaſure, in ſhort time hep belly ſwells: : Mo//ardher father diſcovers the Pad in the 
ſtraw : hee grieveshereat, teares his white hayres, and vowes, his daughters infamy 
will ſhorten his dayes : he torments her with reprochings and threatnings , ſo asſhee 
can find no. reſt, or tranquillity in his houſe: ſhee advertiſeth Mortaigne hereof, and re- 

jueſts/hisaffiſtance ; in this her affliction : Mortaigre by nighr ſteales her away , and 
lends her ten leagues offifrom Darency:; placing heriin a poore Kinſmans houſe of his, 
Where ſheeis deliverediof alybungSorne; But thee ſhall ſhortly ſee ( hart 5s 
what it 1s to have a child e'rea husband:i:Inthe meane time ſhee feedes her ſelfe wit 
hape:;z that Mortaigne will ſhortly marry her, but he reſolves 'nothing lefle : for the 
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Gallants of theſe times( who build their triumphs upon the ſhipwracke and ruines of 
maidens honour)will promiſe any thing, ere they enjoy their deſire, but performe no- 
thing,when they have obtained it, but rather ſpurne at thoſe pleaſures, as at Noſegaies 
which they delight in in the momne,and throw away ere night. 

Calintha, (Mortaigne's Mother ) all this while knowes nothing of theſe occurrences 
betwixt her ſonne and 7oſſelina, and deſires to ſee him married, that ſhee might have 
the felicityto ſee her ſelfe a Grandmother: to which end, ſhe reſolves toſecke a wife 
for him 5 and makes amotion to Monſtexr de Vaſſy, the Seneſhall of Ia Palifſe, to match 
her ſonne with Madamoyſelle Ia Varina his onely daughter. De Yaſſy diſlikesnot this 
motion, the young folkes ſee and love : ſoas in all humane ſence and outward appea- 


rance, it ſcem?sa ſhort time will finiſh and conclude this'match - But it was otherwiſe | 


determined 1n heaven. 

This newes doth amaze and terrifie 7oſſelina: but as misfortune ſeldome comes alone, 
ſhee likewiſe that very inſtant underſtands that Mo/ard her father ('for very griefe of 
her foule fact is dead, and hath diſ-inherited her, leaving her nothing but the memo- 
ry of her ſhame, for her portion and dowry, and onely repentance to comfort her : 
And this indeed is the forerunner of her future niſeryz Wherefore now if ever, it 
is for her to looke to her ſelfe and well fare, to which <nd ſhee reſolves to write Mor- 
tajone a Letter,to put him in minde of his promiſe,anc to take compaſſion of her pover- 
ty, being already reduced tothis miſery, that ſhe hath not wherewithall to maintaine 
her ſelfe and child : her ſaid Letter(word for word ) I thought good to inſert here, 
becauſe the ſubſtance and peruſall thereof deſerves both pitty and compaſlion. 


TJOSSELINA to MORTAIGNE- 


You have. bereaved me of mine honour, the which ( had Thadas much grace as vanity) I ſhould 
have eſtcemed farre dearer and precious then my life.T our promiſe to make meyour wife, was 
the onely lure, which drew me to conſent to that errour and folly, at the remembrance whereof I 
grieve with ſhame, and ſhame with repentance, eſpecially ſith T ſee you are ſo farre from perfor- 


_— as you hate mein ſtead of loving me : let the ſweetneſſe of my youth, and the freſhneſſe of 
ay 


auty ( which with many oathes you proteſted you both admired and adored) judge whether 
T have deſerved this diſcontteſie ofyon © but it is a juſt puniſhment for my ſinne,and now I finde 
too late, though formerly would not believe, that the fru'ts of pleaſure are bitter, reſembling 
thoſe Pils that ſeeme ſweet to the Pallat, but prove poyſon 10 the ſtomacke : and may all maydens 
beware by my example. If you will not advance my fortunes, yet ſeeke not to make ſhipwracke of 
my life,as you have done of my chaſtity: you know, my father is deadand with him all the meanes 
which in this World I caneither hope or expe&,as well for the maintenance of my ſelfe,as of your 
ſonne, except from your ſelfe, the which with millions of ſighes and teares, Theg and beſeechyou 
afford us, and if not for love to me, at leaſt ſor pitty to hin: © if you will not grant me the honour 
to be apiece of your ſelfe, yet in nature, you cannot deny but your little ſoune is not onely your 
Pi@ure, but your image : therefore if you will not affet me for his ſake,at leaſt doe him for mine, 
and thinke,that as it will be an extreame ingratitude in you, not to give her maintenance, who 
hath given you a ſonne, ſo it will be extreame cruelty, not to allow that poore babe wherewithall 
tolive:ſith he hath recezved both his being and life of you: but T hope you will prove more naturall 
to him,and more charitable to my ſelfe © otherwiſe reſt aſſured, ” ſuch diſreſpe# and unkind- 
weſſe will never goe long, either unpittied of men,or unpuniſhed of God. 


Joss ELINA. 
-  Toſſelina having pe edthis Letter to Mortaigne, ſhe defirous to draw ho and aſ- 
ſtance from all parts, thinkes it fithkewiſe to write another toCalinthe his Mother, to 
the ſame effe&:the which ſhe doth;and ſendsit by a confident meſlenger,withexpreſſe 
charge to deliver them ſeverally : the tenorthereof is thus: _ Edo 3536p 
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IOSSELINA to CALINTHA. 


| Know not inwhat tearmes either to relate you my misfortune, or reveale you my miſery: eſpe- 
cially ſith mine owne folly and undiſcretion gave life to the firſt, as your ſonne Mortaigne's 
ingratitude doth to the ſecond, had Theene as wiſe as now ſorrowfull, or as chaſte, as now repen- 
tant, or which is more,had I not then loved him,as much as he now hates me, I need not bluſh as 
I doe,to write to you, that his promiſe to make me his wife, hath made me the unfortunate mo= 
ther of a young ſonne whereof he is the unkind father : I may well tearme my ſclfe unfortunate, 


fthT þ- ſooner loſt mine honour, but my Father, who,for his diſpleaſure o 
gave 


my ſhame and folly, 
his meanes from me, which before right and nature had promiſed me : and I may jolly 
terme your ſonne Mortaigne unkmae, fith he not onely refuſeth to marry me, but alſo to allow 


maintenance, either for my ſelfe or his child. Tt is therefore to you, wanting and diſpairing of 
all other meanes, friends and hopes, that with :any bluſhes and teares, I preſume to acquaint you 
with the poverty of my fortune, and the richneſſe of my miſery, the which I humbly requeſt you 
both to pitty andreleive : at leaſt if you will not, that Lo fi hw may, who is the cauſe therecf- 
love to him hath not deſerved your hatred to me : and therefore in excuſing my folly, or ra- 
the deny youth, I hope you will be ſo charitable to the poore bave my ſonne,that I ſhall 
is ſake, nor he for bis fathers : or if you will frowne,and not ſmile on me, but ras 
ther triumph to ſee melanguiſh and faint under the burthen of my poverty.yet vouchſafe to excuſe 
his innocency, though you condemne mine errour : and ſo, if I muſt dye miſerably.at leaſt let me 
carry this one content t0 my grave, that I may be ſure he ſhall Ive happy. Nature cannot deny 


r if you ple 
not want for 


this Chanity,and Grace will not excuſe that cruelty. 


TIOSSELLNA. 


Whiles 7oſelina flatters herſelfe with hope , that theſe Letters will procure her her 


deſire and comfort,Mortaigne and Calintha his mother receive them. 


As for Mortaigne 


hee like a baſe Gentleman (whoſe curteſy wasnow turned into inhumanity) as much 
triumphs in his owne {inne , as rejoyceth in 7oſſelina's fooliſh ambition and poverty. 
It 15a felicity to him tothinke, that he hath abuſed her youth, and betrayed her cha- 
ſtity : and therefore hee now reſpeCteth her ſo little , or rather diſ-reſpeCteth herſo 
much , as her ſhame is his glory 3 her miſery his happinefle 3 and her affliction, his 
contnet ; yea he nomore thinkes of her, but with diſdaine and envy : for the beauty 
Varina hath quite defaced and blotted out that of 7f:lina, neither doth this cruelty 
of Mortaigne endinher, butit beginnes in the pretty babe his ſonne : for he ſo farre 


degenerateth from the lawes and principles of Nature, as hee not onely hates the Mo- 


ther for the childes ſake, but the child for his mothers ſake : yea hee is ſo farre 
from giving either of them maintenance, or both content, as hee ſco:nes the Mother, 
and will no way either owne of relieve the child : and ſo burning his Letter, and fors 
getting the contents thereof, he very ingratfully and cruelly reſolves toanſwer it 
with filence, and thisis the beſt comfort which 7oſclina and the poore young babe her 


ſonne receive from Mortaigne. ButlI feare the worſt is tocome. 
If _ and her babe receiye ſuch dif-reſpett, and inhumanity from Mortazigre, 
feared and doubted, that they will meet with httle better from his Mother 


It is to 


Calintha, who no ſooner received and read her letter,but full of wrath and indignation, 
ſhee in diſdaine throwes it away from her : yea, her diſcontent and malice is fo infla- 
med againſt 7oſſel;naand her child, as fearing it may prove a blurre and blocke to Mor- 
ns martiage with Varina: ſheenot onely refuſeth to relieve them, butis ſo cruel: 
inhumane , as ſhee wiſheth them both in another World , as unworthy to live 1n 
this; but her choller is too paſſionate,and her Paſlions too unnaturall and crus!l : fox is 
ſhe would not relieve 7oſſeliza whom her ſonne Mortaigxe had abuſed, yetin pitty, 


yea in nature,ſhee ſhould have taken order,for 


maintenaace of the child whom her 
{onne 
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was innocent thereof, and rather merited her compaſſion then her envy : or atlea ſt, if 
there had beene any ſparke of humanity, grace,or good nature in her, if ſhe would not 
have beene ſcene courteous and harberours tothem herlelfe 3 yer ſhe might dif, pence 
with her ſonne,and winke if he had performed it.But nothing leile; for her malice is ſo 
great and her rage ſo outragious and unreaſonable, as ſhe refuſeth it herſelfe,and com- 
mands him to the contrary - ſo as being once reſolute,not to calt away ſo much time to 
xeturne wh an anſwer, ſhe atlaſt in a humour, wherein diſdaine triumphed over 
pitty, and mhumanity over charity, cals for pen and paper, and returnes her this bittex 
and cruell anſwer. 


CALINTHA to TJOSSELINA,. 


Aving beene ſo graceleſſe to at uſe my ſonne, I wonder how thou dareſt be ſo impudent, as to 
H offend me with thy Letter,the which Thad once thought rather to have burnt then red but 
1 finde it not ſtrange, that being defeFive of thy body, thou art ſo of thy juigement to thinke, 
that ſith thine owne father gave all from thee, that I, who am a meere ſtranger to thee (as I wiſh 


thou hadſt beene to my ſonne ſhould afford or give thee any thing; neither doth this reſolution of 


mine proceed from contempt,but charity, for as thou art awoman.1 pitty thee,but as a trumpet, 
bold it no pitty to relieve thee. Now then, deſpairing of any hope for thy ſelfe, thou Dleadeft for 
thy bratsbut ſith he is the objeFof thy ſhame,as thou art that of my ſon,and withall the cauſe, why 
ſhould Tlooke on the childe with compajſton, ſith I neither can, nor will ſee the mother but with 


e had begotten - for if the Mother had deſerved her hatred,yet this poore babe 


diſdaine and envy?Thou complaineſt of thy misfortune and miſery, without conſidering that the 
Starres and Horoſcope oft hy baſe birth never pointed thee out for ſo high an eſtate,as of a clownes 
daughter ,to become a Gentlemans wife:but thou muſt adde ambition to thy diſhoneſty, as if one 
of theſe two Vices were not enough powerfull to make thee miſerable. Thou doeſt likewiſe taxe 
wy ſonne of unkindneſſe towards thee,without conſidering that his love to thee,hath beene cruel- 
ty to himſelfe : for as thou art like to buy his familiarity with teares, ſo for ought I know, may he 
thine with repentance: if thou expe any comfort ,thou muſt hope for no other then this, that as 
my ſonne diſdaines t0 marry thee, ſo do I, that either my ſelfe or he releive thee:looke then on thy 
ſelfe with ſhame,on thy childe with repentance,whiles my ſonne and I wil remember ye bothwith 
contempt but neither with pity. 


CALINTHA. 


Poore ane having received and peruſed Calintha's Letter,and ſeeing withall Mor- 
taigne {oinhumane, as - diſdaines to write to her, for meere griefe, and ſorrow, ſhe, 
with her babe at her breſt,falsto the ground ina ſwoone,and had notthe noyſe thereof 
advertiſed thoſe in the next roome to come to her aſſiſtance, ſhe had then and there en- 
ded her miſery with her life,and not afterwardslived to ſee and indure lo many ſharpe 
afflictions,and lamentable wants and misfortunes. 

Alas,alas!(he hath now no power to ſpeake, but to weepe : yea, if her tearesare not 
words, I am ſure her wordsare ſighes; for being abandoned of Mortaigne,and hated of 
his mother, ſhe is ſo pierced to the heart with the conſideration of that cruelty, and the 
remembrance of this diſdaine; as ſhe teares her haire, repents herſelfe of her former 
folly,and curſeth the houre that Mortazgne firſt ſaw her fathers houſe, or ſhee him : but 
this is but one part of her ſorrowes and afflictions. Lo, here comes another, that is capa- 


ble to turne her diſcontent into deſpaire, her deſpaire into rage and her rage,into mad- 


neſle. x 
For by thistime Calintha underſtanding by her ſonne, where 7oſſel:a reſided and 
{ojourned, ſhe ſo ordered the matter, as when 7oſſelina leaſt thoughtthereof, ſhe and 
her Babe ina darke and cold night is moſt mhumanely turned out of the houſe where 
ſhe was; yea, with ſo great barbariſme and cruelty, as ſhee was not ſuffered to reſt, 
either in the Hayloft, Barne or Stable, or any other place within doore; but _ 
. ce 
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ced to lye in the open field, where thebare ground was her bed , a Mole-hill her 
Pillow, the cold ayre her Coverlet, and the Firmament her Curtaines and Cano- 
pic And now itis, andnever before, that her eyes guſh foorth whole Rivers of 
teares, and her heart and breſt ſends foorth many volleyes of deepe-fetched ſighes ; 
yea, having no other Tapers but the Starres of heaven to light her, ſhee lookes on her 
oore Babe for comfort, whoſe ſight,God knowes,doth but redouble her ſorrowes and 
aflictions, becauſe itlyes crying at her breſt for want of Milke, which (poore woman) 
ſhe had not to give it 3 when,being in this miſcrable caſe,and accompanyed with none 
but with the Beaſts of the Field,and the Birds of the ayre, who yet werefarre happyer 
then her ſelfe, becauſe they were gone to their reſt,and ſhe could receive none, ſhe after 
many bitter ſighes,groanes,and teares,uttered theſe ſpeeches to her ſelfe. 

Alas, alas, poore Joſſelira ! It isthy folly, and not thy fortune, that hath brought 
thee to this miſery - for hadſt thou had graceto uſe, and nottoabuſe thy beauty,thou 
mightſt have ſeene thy ſelfe ashappy, as now thou art wretched and miſerable : but 
ſee whata double” loſle thou'receiveſt for thy ſingle pleaſure, forthe loſle of thy cha- 
ſtity to Mortaigne , was that of thy father to thee : and now being deprived of both, 
what wile thou doe, or whither canſt thou flye for comfort ? But alas, this is not all 
the miſery ; for asthy loſſe isdouble, ſois thy griefe : for now thou muſt as well 
ſorrow for thy child, as for thy ſelfe ; yea 7oſſelina,forget to grieve for thy ſelfe, and 
remember to doe it for thy Babe, ith thou haſt brought it into the world,and haſt not 
wherewith tomaintaine'it. And then not able to proceed farther, ſhe takesitup and 
kiſſes it, and raines teares on its cheekes,though ſhe cannot ſtreame milke in its mouth, 
when againe recovering her ſpeech, ſhe continues thus: 

Ay me, Toſſlina,thou art both the Author and the cauſe of thine owne miſery , and 
therefore thou muſt not blame heaven, but thanke thy ſelfe for it: for thy afflictions are 
ſogreat, as whereſoever thou turneſt thy thoughts or eyes , thou findeſt nothing but 


efe, nothing but forrow:for if thou thinke on Mortaigne, he lookes on thee with diſ- 
= if on his mother Calintha, ſhe with envie ; yea, thou canſt not behold the world 
without ſhame,thy poore infant without ſorrow,nor thy ſelfe without repentance:nay, 
conlider further with thy ſelfe, what thou haſt gotten by caſting(or rather by caſting a- 
way) thy afeCtion on Mortaigne:he found thee a Mayd, and hath left thee a ſtrumpet;z 
thou haſt a child, and yet no huſband-then thou wert ſo happy as to have a father, and 
now thy ſonne is fo miſerable, as he can finde none: yea, then thou wert a friend to ma- 
ny,but now thou findeſt not one that wil be ſo to thee:and which is worſe,thou haſt not 
wherewithall to be foto thy ſelfe. Alas, alas, thou haſt no houſe to goe to, no friend to 
truſt to, no meat for thy ſelfe, nor milke for thy child:therefore poore 7oſſelina(quoth 
ſhe)how ha 'PY ſhould we both be, if thou wert buryed,and he unborne. 

She would have finiſhed her ſpeech,but that teares interrupted her words,and ſighs 
cut her teares in pieces. 

By this time her Babe falls afleepe , but her griefes are fogreat, and her ſorrowes 
ſo infinite, as ſhe cannot cloſe her eyes, nor yet be ſo much beholding either to 
Morphens or Death to doe it for her 5 which perceiving, asalſo thatthe Moone was 
invelo nacloud , and that the Starres beginne to deny her the comfort and: lu- 
ſtre of their ſight , ſhe fearing to be overtaken with raine, -and pereeiving a thicke 
Wood a pretty way off from her,ſhe takes her Babe, and as faſt as her weake and wea- 
ryed legs could performe (pirterly weeping and (ighing) hies thither for ſhelter 3 bur 
heaven prooves more kinde to her then earth : for loe , both the Moone and Starres 


afſiſt and comfort her io this. her ſorrowfulf journey, Being, come to the Wood 


(which indeed wasfarther off then ſhee thought) ſhe beganne to bee weary, and there 
making a bed of leaves (which at that ſeaſoa of the yeare fell abundantly from 
the Trees) ſhee thereon for a. whiles reſted her (elfe; but ſleepe ſhee could not : 
and now if anything inthe world afforded her comfort, it was toſee that her nv 
fantſlept prettily, though not ſoundly : but here if her eyes craved reſt, ſo ber ſco- 
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macke craved meat: for it was now mid-night,and ſhee had eaten nothing fince noone: 
ſo pulling off her upper coate , ſhee wraps and covers her child as hot as ſhee could, 
ho beipg faſt aſleepe, and laying it on the bed of leaves, ſhee goes frum tree to 
hedge, and gathers Blacke-berries,Slowes, and wilde Cheſſenuts, wherewith in ſtead 
of better Viands, ſhee fatisfyed her hunger, and now ſhe ſees her ſelfe on the top ofa 
Hilt, -at whoſe foot ſhee perceived a River , and a great (tony Bridge over it, the 
which ſhee knew, as alſo that there was alittle Village neere about a mile beyond 
it, which indcede in the midſt of her miſeries afforded her ſome comfort. $0 
backe ſhee hiesto her childe, which ſhee findes out by its crying,it wanting not onely 
hisnipple but his Nurſe, and ſo with many kiſſes takes it up in her armes, and hyes 
towards the bridge, and from thence to the Village, which ſhee now remembers 1s ter- 
med 7/;//epont, where ſhee arrives at five of the clocke in the morning, and lodged her 
ſ-1fe in a very poore Inne, being extremely glad, and infinitely joyfull that ſhe tad re- 
covered ſo good a harbour. 

But money ſhe hath none to pay her expences, and to lye inInnes upon credit, isto 
bee 11! attended, and worſe look'd on : ſo ſhee is inforced, yea, faine to ſell away her 
Quaivcs, her bands, and her upper coate. . to diſcharge her preſent occaſions. Poore 
Toſſelina, how happy hadſt thou beene, if thou hadſt had as much wit and chaſtity , as 
beauty, orrather more chaſtity, and lefle beauty ! But itisnow too late to remedy it, 
though never torepent It. 

Toſjelina knowing UVillepont to be but ſeven leagues from Dyrency(the pariſh where ſhe 
was borne) is irreſolute whether to ſtay here, or to goe thither. Want of meanes 
perſwades her to the firſt: but knowing that Mortazgne's love' was turned, to hatred, 
and' that it was dangerous for her .to he neere his iticenſed mother, ſhee reſolvesto 
ſtay in Villepont, and to write to her kinsfolkes and friends to aſſiſt her in this her mi- 
ſery and neceſſity. In the meane time ſhee1s inforced to content her ſelfe with a 
poore little out-chamber; ' where there isneither chimney nor window , butonelya 
{mall loope whereinto. the Sunne fcarce ever'entred, and yet ſhee is extreamely well 
oohtented and glad hereof. hh: THEFTS m5 Ix" $47 
But wealth findes many friends,and poverty none:and yet, lith diverſity of fortunes 
is the true touchſtone of friendſhip, we may therefore more properly and truly terme 
thoſe our friends, who affiſt us1n our necefiity, and not who Yagi to pleaſure usin 
onr proſperity:for thoſe are reall friends , but theſe'verball:thoſe will performe more 
then they promiſe,and theſe promiſe much,and performe nothing. AS. 

But 7oſſelina is f6 wretched and unfortunate, as ſhee findes neither the one nor the 


other to aſſiſt her in this her miſery :,yea ſo farre ſhee is to receme either meanes or. 


promiſes, as nothing is ſent her, nornone will ſee her 3 ſo asmiſerable neceſlity in- 
forceth her to report anddivulge the'misfortune of her fortune,and to complain to all 


the world of Mortaigne'streachery,and of his Mother Calintha's cruelty; yea ſhe threa- 


tens to ſend him his lonne,fithhe wilt nor afford her wherewith to maintaine it. 
This1snot ſo ſecretly carryed in re”, car De UVaſſye and Varina his daughter have 

newes hereof in LaPaliſſe,which occaſioneth her tg grow cold in her affe&tion, and hee 

in his reſpeC to Mortazgne,ſoas al things decline,and there is little hope or appearance, 


that thismatch ſhall goe forward. ' M9rtaigne is too dere Hghiec.fo be blind herein, 


yea he preſently knowes ; from what point of the compaſle this wind commeth , and 
1s fully poſſeſſed; that Toſetina is the cauſe of theſe alterations and;ſtormes ; hee 1sex- 
ceedirply mraged andi1 ed hereat ,, and gives ſuch way to his paſſion and choller, 


_ astheſe obſtacles muſt be removed, and he vowesto deſtroy both 7oſſclina and her ſopne. 

A bloudy reſolution ,” not beſeeming eithera Chriftian , ot a Gentleman : for was it 
tiot enough for him to. rob 7ofſelina'of her honour,” and to prita rape on her Chaſtity 
and'vertne, *but hee muſtHkewiſe bercaye her of her life, and ſo adde Murthertohis 
Teſt ? Alas; what a baſe Gentlemaniy this ? yea, how farre degenerates hee;from 
true Gentiltty, to bee ſo criell to herthathath beene ſokindeto him ? But the Devill 
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ſuggeſterh to his thoughts, and they to his heart, that Yazina is faire; \and. that there is 
no way nor hope left to obtaine her, before 7oelins/and her brat 'bee' diſpatched. 
Now if grace could mot perſwade him from being focruell to Toffetin4:(yet me thinkes) 
nature ſhould have with-held him from being ſo inhumane to hizowne ſonne: but his 
faith is ſo weake towards God, and. the devill is ſo {trong with him, that hee cannotbe 
removed or withdrawne from: his bloudy;:reſolurion;- onely heealtereth the'manner 
thereof: for whereas he reſolved firſt todeſtroy.the Mother,then the child, now he will 
firſt diſpatchthe childe, then the Mother: O Heavens,: why thould earth produce fo 
bloudy and prodigiousa monſter | WIDKY | \n.4: 

Now the better todiflemble his malice, he thinkesto'reclaime and pacifie 7oſſelma, 
and ſo givesorder that ſhe and her child be lodged in. a better Inne in the fame village 


* of /illepont, and ſignifies her that he hath-gotten a Nurfe, and hath provided mainte- 


nance for his ſonne, and that ſhortly he will ſend his Lackey for him, but withall, that 
ſhe muſt keepe this very ſecret, becauſe he will not have his mother Calintha atquain- 
ted therewith. Joſelina rejoyceth, and ſeemes to be revived at this pleaſing newes; yea, 
ſhe begins to forget her former miſerie,and flatters herſelfe with this hope, that fortufie 
will againe ſmile on her. So within three daies,Mortaigne ſends his Lackey La Veraure,to 
her for the babe:the which with many kifles and teares ſhe delivereth him, hoping that 
Mortaien his father woyld be carefull of hismaintenance,and not {6 much as once drea- 
ming, or concetving that he had any intent to murther-1t. But ſhee ſhall finde the con= 
traryfor henceforth ſhe ſhall never ſec her babe,norherbabe her. | 
La Verdure (the Lackey) ___—_ his Maſters comiyand, is not foure Leagues from 
Villepont,before,like a damnable miſcreant, he ſtranglevit, and wrapping itina Linnen 
cloth(which he had purpoſely brought with h1m)throwes it into the River Ligron;but 
he ſhall pay deare for-Murthering of this ſweet and ingocent babe. | 
But it is not enough: forMortaigne's devilliſh malice and revenge will not be quenched 
or ſatisfied, till he ſee the Mother follow therfortune ofthe ſonnet : to which end he a- 
rees with her O1ſt'La Pa/mza, and his aforeſaid Lackey La Verdigre, to ſifleher in her 
d. The which, for two hundred franckes they performe, and bury her in hisgarden; 
ſhe being ſoundly (leeping.,and poore foule, not ſo much as once dreaming of this het 
mournefull and lamentable enc!. What Tigers or monſters of nature are theſe ; tocoms 


, mit ſodamnablea Murther,asif there were no God in heaven to detect them,not earth 


nor hell to puniſh them ? | 
Butwe ſhall ſee the contrary : yea, we ſhall ſee both the Murthgg, and the Muthe- 
rers revealed and diſcovered by an extraordinary meanes 3 wheretGods providence 
and glory will moſt miraculouſly reſplend and ſhine. | | 
As ſoone asLa Uerdyreand LaPalma had Murthered our harmeleſſe n/ehnz, they 
both poaſt away to Dxrency, aſwell toacquaint Mortaigne herewith, as alfo to receive 
their money (whereof the one halfe was payd them.and the other due.) This newes is 
o pleaſing to him., - as he cheerefully layes downe his promiſe : and ſo they both frol- 
like it in the village, La Verdure making no haſt home to his Maſter Mortaigne, nor La 
Palma to his old wife: 7/abe//a | 
In the meane time(a month being paſt away)Mortzrgze,hoping the way cleere and all 
the rubs xemoved'; -that hindred Pm from 'obtaining his faire miſtres Varina; he pro- 
cures his father De Concye , and other of his friends to ride to La Paliſſe 3 hoping to fi- 
niſh the, match. betwixt La Variza and himſclfe : But he andthey are inforced to. ſee 
themſelues deceived of their hopeg#For De of and hisdſughter having heard that 
Tofſelingapd her ſotme were conveyedaway, atid could no more be heard of, they (faſ- 


peCting.,/: and fearing that: which indeed was falne' 'out) in plaine tearmes, giye 

Mortajgne the refuſall.,; whogalled to the heart herewith, -doth now hang downe 

his! head.,..and ſee his former bloudy erroury' aid crirnes 3 butitis roo late, for the 

Lord hath bent his bow,and his Arrow is my toRevenge them. - a 
LaPalnia underſtanding of Mortaigne's arti 


all from La Paliffe , 'thinkes it high time 
E for 
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for him toleave Dwrexcy, and ta returne home to TR to his wife 1/abel/a, who be- 
ing an old wotnan, :dnd he a young man3 was not onely impatient; but jealous of his 
long ftay(which was well neere five weekes) and the rather for that he departed.as ſhe 
thought,in company of 7oſſehna:who becaule ſhe was young and faire,ſhe vehemently 
ſuſpected, he had Ct eerins and 'ſtayed with.:: But this jeloulic of hers, God 
makeshis inſtrument to diſcover this execrable Murther. 

-For La Palma comming home, his wife iJabel/a (as wee have heard) being incenſed h 
with anger,and inflamed with jealouſie, gives him this bitter entertainement and wel- 
come : La Palma(quoth ſhee) you were very unkind, ſo ſoone to forſake = Whore loſleli- 
na- LaPalma being pierced tothe quicke with this bitter ſpeech of his wife , like 
' a lewd fellow;, gave her firſt thelye, and then tearmed her whore in ſpeaking it. 

She hath fire in herluokes, and he thunder in his ſpeeches. So after many bitter 
and ſcandalous injuries banded oneto the other, ſheeaddes rageto her words, and 
hee a boxe cn the eare to his choller, wherewith he fell'd her asdead tothe ground 
yea, the ſervants, and all that beheld it, cry out amaine,asif her -ſoule had already 
taken her laſt farewell of her body. Atthis tumult the neighbours aflemble , and 
deeming 1/abe//a dead, they lay hands on La Palma her huſband; and carry him be- 
fore the Procurer Fiſcall of LaPalifſe ,, who was then intheir Village of YiYepont, who 
without further examination commits him to priſon, and fo goes in perſon to viſit 

Iſabella, who by this time isa little recovered, but not freed fromthe danger of death: 

She relates him all that had paſt betwixt her huſband and her (elfte:asalſo ofhis depar- 

ture with 7oſelina,and of hislong ſtay in Dxrencadding withall, that he hath hereto- 

fore many times beaten her,and now ſhe hopes,that this blow will not goe unpuniſhed: 
yea,her rage, or rather Gods prayidencecarries her ſo far, asſheconſtantly averres to 
the Magiſtrate,that if 79ſe/;r4 be got her huſbands {trumpet,ſhe conſtantly beleives hee 
is her Murtherer:and to conchde.ſaith that her ſervant-mayd 7aqueta can ſay more. 
Zaqueta examined, ſaith; that the night before her Maſters departure for D#- 
rency , he was at mid-night in Jſelina's Qhamber , together with one La Verdure a 
Lackey, and that ſince 7oſſelixg was neither ſeenc nor heard of 3 and being farther de- 
manded ifſhe knew whole Lackey La Verdure was, ſhe anſwered, he was Mounfexr 
Mortaignes Lackey, , who was ſonne to Mownſieur de Coucy. The Procurer Fiſeall, con- 
ſidering their ſeverall depoſitions, doth ſhrewdly ſuſpect there was more in the winde - 
then is yetdiſcovered , he leaves Jabe/a, and goes to her huſband in priſon, and after 
he had ſharply chegked him for beating his wife , he inquiresand chargeth him with 
theſe two poynts 4 Firſt, why he and La Verdure were in Joſſelins's Chamber at mid- 
night ? and ſecondly, what was become of her, ith ſince that time ſhe hath neither 

_ beene ſcene nor heard of. 

LaPalma is terrifyed and amazed with theſe demands (and farre the more , be- 
cauſe he leaſt expected them) the which apparently appeared inthe alteration of his 
colour and complexion, which commonly. bewrayes an inward perturbation of the 
mind and heart. He anſwereth not punQually to thoſe. poynts demanded of him : 
but runnes on with many bitrer inveChves againſt the rage and jelouſie of his wife : 

- andthen being by the Procurer bid anſwer tothoſe two poynts he formerly demand- ' 
ed of him:he;after many frivolous and extravagant ſpeeches,denies that either he orLa 
Verdyre werein Toſſehna's Chamber, and that he neither ſaw her departure, nor knew 
what was become of her,and withal prayes the Poxcurer Fiſzall to free and releaſe him 
of his impriſonment: but he ſhall not eſcape at ſoicheape arate. £ 

. FortheProcurer, being very familiar with Mownſienr de Vaſe his Colleague and 
fellow-Iudge of La Paliſe , ,remembred that he had formerly heard him ſpeake of 
this Moxnſieur Mortaigze,, wholately ſought his daughter La Zarinain marriage z 8s 
alſo of his entertaining and rejetting Giefaline , a Farmers daughter of cy, by 
whom he had a baſe ſonne : and now ring that at ſuch anunreaſonable houre 
his Lackey La Verdyre ſhould be in her Chamber in Le,?dma'r houſe, and der 
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himſclfe in his company , / and ſhee never fitce- {eeneor heard/of ,, hethitkes rher ts 
ſome fire hid and covered mthefe embers, and thatthere is ſome deeper myſtery in 
this buſinefle,which as yet was not revealed. . "217ezf724 

Wherefore, like a wife te, heholds it fit, the fame night to ſend LL Pal- 
ma privatly to La Paliffe , as alſo hiswife 1/abel/a and Tagmetafor witneltes , and ride; 
thither himſelfe , to fit upon his proceffe ,. with whom the Lievtermam of thatjurif- 
diction joyned 3 butfor Mornſenr de Vaſſye the Seneſchall;' he (for the hee 
bore to Mortaigne, becanſc hee ſafpetted he had a deep and chiefe hand 
in this buſinefſe) would not be prefent, but purpoſely abfented hunfeltc at 2 houſe 
of his in the Countrey : the next morne Ls Pamuisexammed , as alfo thetwo wit- 
neiles, and Jagveta confronted with him , who ſtands firmeto ber former difpoſi- 
tion : But he flatly denyes all. The Procurer andthe Lievrenam adjudge him to 
the Racke. Hee mdureth the firſt rorment, but at the ſecond he confefleth thathee amd 
La Verdure had ſtifled , and murthered 7fclinesm her bed, in hisowne houſe, and had 
buried her jn his Garden, and that they were ſet a worke and lryred to doen by Monn- 
fiewr Mortaigne, who gave them two hundred Frankes to effect it. | 
' Lax here by the mercy andprovidence of God, La Pakma's malice to lis wife 
Iſabefa, and her jeloufic to him, hath diſcoveredand brought rolight this cruet! 
and bloudy Murther, which was ſo ſecretly contrived and ſo cunningly and devitlifh- 
ly ated upon the body of 7felina : But hers being diſcovered, Jet us likewiſe ſee 
how that of her harmelefle and innocent Babe islikewiſe brought to light. The two 
ludges themſelves ride al night to Yillepont,they ſearch the Garden,and finde the dead 
body of 7oſſelina, having no other Winding-ſheet but her owne ſmocke. They ſend 
away the Provoſt to apprehend Mortaigne and his Lackey for this Murther, who meets 
La Verdure by the way, and ſeizes Mortainge in his bed. 

They are ſeverally brought to La Paliſſe, and firſt Le YVerdure is confronted with 
LaPalma, whodenyes all : but they preſent his feet to the fire, and then hee confeſ- 
ſeth not onely the Murther of 7oſelina, butlikewiſe that of her infant ſonne , whom 
he firſt ſtrangled , and then threw into the River Lignon : and this, ſaid he, hedid at 
the requeſt of his Maſter Mortaigne , of whom for his part and labour, he received one 
hundred Frankes. 

Wee have here found two of theſe Murtherers : and now whatreſteth there, but 
that the third , whois the Authour, and as it were the capitall great wheele of theſe 
bloudy Tragedies, be produced and broughtto this Arraignement 2 The Procu- 
rerand Lievtenant repaire againetothe Priſon, and Mortaigne with theſe two 
bloudy Murthers : heknowes it j$in vaine to deny it, fith he is fore his two- exe- 
crable agents have alreadyrevealedit : therefore he aſhamed at the remembrance of 
his on _ Naw: or crimes,doth with many teares very forrowfullyand penitent- 
ly confeſle all. | 

, Itiz a happineſle forhim torepent theſe Murthers; but it had beene a farre greater, 
ifhe had never contrived and committed them:yea , theTudges are amazed toheare 
the cruelty hereof, and the people t& knowir, and both fend their prayſes and thanke- 
fulneſle to God, that he hath thus deteRed and brought then to light on earth. 

And now comesthe Cataſtrophe of their owne Tragedics, wherein every one of 
theſe MalefaCtors receives condigne puniſhment for their ſeveral offences. 

La Palma is condemned wbe hanged and burnt : La Yerdure to be broken on 
the Wheele, and his body to be throwne into the River Lignor : and Mortaice,: 
though thelaſt in rake, yet the firſtin offence, to be broken on the Wheele, his body 
burnt,and his aſhes throwne intothe ayre:which Sentence,in the ſight of a great mutti- 
tude of fpettators,was on a market day accordingly executed & performed in LePalir. 

| Andthis wasthe bloudy end of Mortaigne ,. and his two helliſh inſtruments , for 
murthering innocent 7ſclira, and her filly and tender infant : May all Maydenslearne 
by -herexample to preferve their _— : and men, by LaVerdures and EaPabmi's, 
2 not 
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not to be drawne toſhed-innotent blood for the Jucre of wealth and meney 3 and! y 
Mortaignes,” to belefle lafcivions, inhumane, and bloody : thereby to prevent ſoexe- 
crable a life,and fo infamous a death. rt | 
OnethingTI maynot omit :. La Palma on the Ladder extreamely curſed the ma- 
. lice of his wife Jabe/a; who(ke ſaid)'was the author of his death : andnolefle did 
La Verdure on the Wheele by his Maſter Mortaigne 3 but both of them were ſo deſpe- 
rately1rrehgious, as neithtr of them conſidered that it was their former ſinnes; and the 
malice of the Devill, ro whom they gave too mucheare, that was the cauſe thereof. 
And for Mortaigne, after he had informed the world, that he extreamely grieved, 
that his Judges had not given him-the death of a Gentleman, which was to have 
beene beheaded, hee with many teares bewayled his infinite ingratitude, cruelty, and 
unnaturalneſle, both-towards 7oſſelina, as alſo hisand her young ſonne : yethe prayed - 
the world im generall topray that God wonld forgive it him; and bkeiriſe requeſted 
the Executioner todiſpatch him quickly out of this life ; becauſe he confefled hee was 
unworthy to live longer. 
Now let us glorifie.our Creator and Redeemer, who continually makes a ſtri& m- 
nifion for blood,and a curious and miraculous inquiry for Murther : yea, let us both 
re him with love, and love him with feare; ſith he'is asimpartiall in his juſtice, as 1n 
diſtributing his mercies. 
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TRIVMPHS OF GODS 


REVENGE AGAINST THE. 
Cryingand Execrable ſinne of Murther. - 


HiSTORIE IV. 


Beatrice-Toana, f9 zxarry Alſemerg cauſeth de Flores to warther Alonſo Piracquo, who 
was 4 ſuter te her. Al{emero marries her, and finding de Flores and her itt aaultery,, kills 
them both. Thomaſo Piracquo Challengeth Alſemero for his Brothers de ath. Alſemero 
kills him treacherouſly in the field, and is b:headed for the ſame, and his body thrown into 
the Sea 2 At his execution he confeſſeth , that his wife and de Flores Marthered Alonſo 
Piracquo © their bodies.are taken up ont of their graves, then burnt ; and their aſhex 
throwne ints the ayre. 


Ith in the day ofTIudgement we ſhall anſwer atGods great 
LES, Fj} 1 ribunall, for every lewd thought our hearts conceive; and 
if EEE! idle word our tongues utter, how then ſhall we dare appeare 
(much leſle thinke to ſcape) when we defile our bodies with 
the pollution of adultery , and taint our ſoules with the inno- 
cent bloud of our Chriſtian brethren > when,,'I ſay, with 
beaſtly Juſt and adultery, we unſanCtifie our fanQtified bodies, 
[el who are the receptacles and Temples of the holy Ghoſt; and 
(Zone) with high and preſumptuous hands, ſtabbe at the Maje y of 
God,by murthering of man, who is his Image? This 1s not the ladder to ſcale heavn;but' 
the ſhorteſt way to ride, poaſt to hell : for howcan we give our ſelvestoGod , when 
in the heat of luſt and fume of Revenge, we ſell our hearts' to the Divell'/2 Bur''djd- 
we ever love God for his Mercy , orfeare him for his Juſtice, we! would ther fibt? 
onely hate theſe ſinnes in our ſelves, but deteſt them'inothers : for theſeare crying 
and capitall offences, ſeene in heaven, and bythe Sword of his Magiſtrates brought: 
forth and puniſhed here on earth. A'lamentable and mournefull eaxample,whereof, I 
here produce to your, view, but tiot toyour imitation : 'may'we allreadit'to the re- 
formation of our lives, tothe comfort of our ſoules,and tothe eternalliglory of that 
molt Sacred and Individuall Trinity. PU 4210's y IQ an 


N Yalentia(an ancient and famous Cry of Spaine) there dweltone Dor Pidrg He AIE- 
meroga Noble young Cavalker, whoſe father(Do# nar Alſemiero being flaine by the 
Hollanders in the Sea fight atG:byalter, he reſolved to addithim(elfe to'/Navall'and 
ſea ations, thereby tomakehimſelfe capable'to reverige his fathers death :a brave 
reſolution, worthy the affeCtion of a ſonne,and the Generofity of a'Gentletman ! Ss 
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To whichend he makes two voyages to the Weſt-Indies, from whence .here- 
turnes flouriſhing and rich , which ſo ſpread the ſayles of his Ambition, and hcyſted 
his fame from top to top gallane, that his courage growing with his yeares, he thought 
no attempt dangerous enough, if honourable, nor no honourenough glorious,except 
atchieved and purchaſed by danger. In the ations of Alarache and Mamora, he ſhew- 
ed many noble proofes and teſtimonies of his valour and prowefle, the which he con- 
firmed and made good by the receit of eleven ſeverall wounds, which as markes and 
 Trophees of Honour made him famous inCaſtik. Boyling thus inthe heate of his 
youthfull bloud , and contemplating often on the death of his father, he reſolves to 
goe to Yalidohd, and to imply ſome Grando eitherto the King or to the Duke of Ley- 
ma, his great favorite, to procure him a Captaines place , and a company under the 
Arth-Duke ALbertur,who at that time made bloudy warres againſt the Natherlanders 
thereby to draw them to obedience : But as he beganne this ſute , a generall trace of 
both ſides laid afide Armes, which (by the mediation of Ergland and France) was 
ſhortly followed by a peace, as a Mother by the daughter : Which was concluded at 
the Hage by his Excellency.of. Naſſaw and Margsuis Spinola, being chiefe commiſſioners 
of either party. Alſemero ſeeing his hopes fruſtrated , that the keyes of peace had 
now ſhut up the Temple of Warre, and that Muſkers, Pikes, and corſlets, that were 
wont to grace the fields, where now ruſting by the walls,he 1s irrefolute what courſe to 
take, audtiag thoſe fiſhes who delight to live in cataraCtsand troubled waters, but 
die in thoſe that are ſtill and quiet : For he ſpurnes at the pleaſures of the Court, 
and refuſeth to hauntand frequent the companies of Ladies : And ſo not affetting, 
bur rather diſdaining the pompe, bravery and vanity of Countries, hee withdrawes 

himſelfe from Yalidolyd to YValentia, with a noble and generous intent to ſeeke warres 
abroad, fith he could find none at home, where being arrived, although he were 
often invited into the companies of the moſt noble and honourable Ladies both of the 
City and Country ; Yet his thoughts ranne (till on the warres, in which Heroike and 
illuſtrious profeſſion,he conceived his chiefeſt delight and felicity:and fo taking order 
for his lands and affiaires, he reſolvestoſce Maltathatinexpugnable Rampier of Mars, 
theglory of Chriſtendome » and the terrour of Turkey, toſee if he could gaine any 
ou yy Axa agent and honour either in that Iland, orin their Gallies ; or ifnot, 
e would from:thence into Tranſituania, Hungary, andGermany, to inrich his judge- 
ment and experience,by remarking the ſtrength of. their Caſtles and Cities, their or- 
ders and diſcipline in warre, the Potency of their Princes, the nature of their Lawes 
and cuſtomies, andall other matters worthy the obſervation beth of a Travellour 
and a Souldier': and fo building many caftles in the ayre, he comes to Alicart , hoping 
to finde paſſage there for Nepler, and from thence to ſhip himſelfe upon the Neapolitars 
Gallies for Mal#4- | Os | 
There is. nothing ſo vaine as our thoughts, nor ſo uncertaine as our hopes : for 
commonly they deceive us, .or rather we our ſelves in relying on them, not that God 
any way unjuſt :(fortothinke {o; were impiety) but that our hopes take falſe ob- 
jets, and have notruc foundation, and to1magine the contrary, were folly : the 
which Alſemero finds true : for here the winde doth oppots him, his thoughts figbt 
and vanquiſh themſelves, yea the providence of God doth crofle him in his enacted 
purpoſes,and gives way tothat he leaſt intenderh. 
For comm gone morning to our Ladies Church at Mee, and being on his knees 
in his devotion , he efpies a young Gentlewoman lkewiſe on hers nextto him who 


pear? por cnn and faire, he thorow herthinne vaile diſcovered all the perfecti- 


ons ofa delicate and fiweet beauty, ſheeſpieshim feaſting onthe dainties of her pure 
and freſh cheekes ; and tilting with the inviſible lances of his eyes, to hers, he isin- 
ſtantly raviſhed/and vanquiſhed: with the: pleaſing object of this Angelicall counte- 
nance, and. nowhe can nomore reſiſt either the power or paſlion of love. 
This Gentlewoman (whole name as yet wee know nct) is young andfaire, and 


cannot 


Hift.IV. 4b Alſemero and Beatrice-loana, 


cannot refraine from bluſhing, admiring to ſee him admire and btuſh at her. 
Alſemero dies in conceit with impatiency, that hee cannot injoy the happineſle 
and meanes to ſpeake with her , but hee ſees it in vaine to attempt it, becaule ſhee is 
ingaged in the company of many Ladies, andhe of many Cavaliers : But Maſle 
being ended, he enquires of a good fellow Prieſt, who walked by, what ſhee was 
and whether ſhe frequented that Church, and at what houre. The Prieſt informes 
him, that ſheis Don Diego de Vermandero's daughter : he being Captaine of the. 
Caſtle of that Citie , that her name was Dona Beatrice-Toana , and that ſhe is every 
morning in that Church and Place,and neere about the ſame houre. 

Aliemero hath the ſweetneſle of her beauty ſo deepely ingraven in bis thoughts, 
and imprinted in his heart , that he vowes Beatrice-Toaia 1s his Miſtreſle , and he her 


ſervant: yea,here his warlike reſolutions have end.,and ſtrike ſayle. And now he leaves 


Bellona to adore Venus, and forſakes Mars, to follow Cupid: yea, ſo fervent is his flame, 
and ſo violent1s his paſfion,as he can neither give nor a truce of his thoughts, till he 
be againe made happy with her ſight, and bleſſed with her preſence. 

The next morne (as Lovers love not much reſt) Aſemero is ſtirring very timely, 
and hoping to finde his Miſtreſſe : no other Church will pleaſe him but our Ladies, 
nor place, but where he firſt and laſt ſaw her : but ſhe 1s more zealous then himſelfe ; 
For ſhee 1s firſtin the Church , and on her knees to her devotion, whom Alſemers 
gladly eſpying,he kneelesnext to her : and having hardly the patience tolet paſſe one 
poore quarter of an houre(he reſolving as yet to conceale his name)like a fond Lover, 
whoſe greateſt glory isin complements and Courting his Miſtris,he boards her thus : 

Faire Lady, it ſeemes , that theſe two mornings my devotions have beene more 
powerfull and acceptable then heretofore, fith I have had the felicitie to bee 
placed next ſo faire and ſoſweet a Nymph as your ſelfe, whoſe excellent beauty hath 
{o ſodainely ca nu _ mine eyes,and ſofecretly raviſhed my heart, that he which 
heretofore rejected, cannotnow reſiſt the power of love 3 and therefore having en- 
ded my devotion [I beſcech youexcuſe me, it I beginne to pray you to take pittie of 
mee : fith my flame is ſo fervent, and my affection 1s fo paſſionate, as either F muſtlive 
yours,or not dye mine Owne. 

Beatrice-Toana could not refraine from bluſhing under her vaile,to ſec an unknowne 
Cavalier board herin theſe tearmes1n the Church : and as ſhe gave attentive eareto 
his ſpeech , ſo ſhee could not for a while refraine from glancing hereye upon the 
ſpruceneſle of his perſon, and the ſumptuouſneſle of his apparell : but at laſt, accuſing 
her owne ſilence, ſhee would give him nocauſeto condemne it, ſhee with a 
modeſt grace,and a gracefu]l modeſty,returnes him thisanſwer : 

Sir,as your devotions can neither be pleaſing to God, nor profitable to your ſoule, 
if inthis place you account it a felicity to enjoy the ſight of ſo meane a Gentlewo- 
man as my ſelfe, ſo I cannot repure it to affeCtion but flattery, that this poore beauty 
of ming (which you unjuſtly paint forth in rich prayſes) ſhould have power either to 
captivate the _ which 1s more, to raviſhthe heart of ſo noble a Cavalier as your 
felfe. Such victories are reſerved for thoſe Ladies, who are as much your equall, as[ 
your inferiour:and therefore directing your zeale to them, if they find your affeQion 
ſuch as you profeſle to me,no doubt regarding your many vertuesand merits, they 
will in honour grant you that favour which I in modeſty am conſtrained todeny you. 

Alſemero Chough a novice inthe art of Love) was not ſo ignorant and cowardly 


| to be put off with ber firſt repluſe and refuſall, but rather ſeeing that the perfeQtions 


ofher minde correſponded with thoſe of her beauty , he reſolves now to make a tria]l 
of his wit and tongue , as heretofore he had done of his courage and ſword : and fo 
joynes with her thus : _ | 

Itisa pretty Ambition in'you, ſweet Lady , to diſparage your beauty, that thereby 
it may ſeeme the fairer; as the Sunine , whoappeares brighter by reaſon of the nights 
obſcurity : and all things are beſt,and more perfettly diſcerned by their contraries:but 


I cannot 
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I cannot commend, and therefore not excuſe your policy, or rather your diſreſpect, to 
{light and poaſt me over from your ſelfe, whom Ilove, to thoſe Ladies I neither know 
nor deſire , which in efteCt is to give me a cloud for Juno. No, no, it is onely toyou 
and to no other thatI preſent _ dedicate my ſervice : and therefore it will be an in- 
ratitude as unworthy my recetving,as your giving, that I ſhould be the objetof your 
Siſcounele: fith you are that of my affection. 
To theſe ſpeeches of Al/emrero,Beatric-Foanareturnes this reply: i 
It is not for poore Gentlewomen of my ranke and complexion, either to bee am- 
bitious, or politike, excepr it be to keepe themſelves from the ſnaregvf ſuch Cavi- 
liers as your {elfe, who(for the moſt part) under colour of affeftion, ayrne to erect the 
rrophees of your deſires upon the tombs of our diſhonours - onely I ſo much hate 
ingratitude, as you being to mee a ſtranger, charity and common courteſie commands 
me to thanke you for the proffer of your ſervice - the which I can no wayeither 
deſerve or requite, except in my deyotions and prayersto God , for your glory and 
prof; ny onearth. ; 

As ſhee had ended this her ſpeech, the Prieſt ends his Maſle ; when Alexptro ari- 
ſing, advanced to lift herup from kneeling,and fo with his hat in his hand({equeſtring 
her from the crowd of people,who now began todepart the Church)he ſpeakes to her 
to this effect : 

Faire Ladie, asI know youto be the Ladie Beatri -” > daughter to the noble 
Knight Don Diego de Vermanderos , Captaine of the Caſtle of this Citie : ſoI being a 
ſtranger to you,l admire that you offer {o voluntary an injurie to your judgement and 
my intents as to pervert my afteCtion and ſpeeches to a contrary ſenſe : but my inno- 
cencie hath this conſolation, that my heart1s pledge for my tongue,and my deeds ſhall 
make my words reall. In the meanetime, fith you will give me no hw in your 
heart,I beſeech you to lend me one in yourCoach,and be at leaſt ſo courteous,as to ho- 
nour me.,in accepting my company to conduct you home to your fathers Caſtle. 

Beatrice-Ioana, calling to minde the freeneefle of her fpeeches, and theſharpnefle of 
hisanſwer, not bluſhing for joy, but now looking pale for ſorrow, repents her ſelfe of 
her errour,the which ſhe ſalves up the beſt ſhe could inthis Reply : 

Noble Sr, when 1 am acquainted as well-with your heart as with your ſpeeches, I 
ſhall then not onely repent, but recant mine errour, 1n judging your ſelfe by others in 
the meane time, if I have any way wronged your merits and vertues, to give you ſome 
part of ſatisfaCtion, if you pleaſe to grace me with your companie to the Caſtle, (al- 
though it be not the Cuſtome of Alicant)I do moſt kindly and thankfully accept ther- 
of : when Alſemerogiving hermany thankes, and kifling his hand, he takes her ly the 
arme.and ſoconduts her from the Church to her Coach. 

s H#isbothagriefe anda ſcandall toany true Chriſtians heart, thatthe Church or- 
dained 'for thankeſ-giving and prayer unto God , ſhould be made a Stewes, or at 
leaſt. aplace for men to meet and Court Ladies : but in all parts of the Chriſtian world, 
where the Romane religion reigneth ,- this ſinfull cuſtome is frequently prattiſed, 
epecaliyin Italy and Spaine,where forthe moſt part,men love their Courtizans bet- 
ter thentheirGod :: and it were a happineſle for France, if her popiſh Churches were 

freed of thisabomination, and her people ofthis impiety.But againe to our Hiſtory. 

Wee will purpoſely omit the conference which Alſzxrero and Beatrice-Ioanahad in 
the Coach ,, andallow them by this time arrived tothe Caſtle : where firſt her ſelfe;, 
then the a 7 herfather, thanke him for his honour and courtefie : in requi- 
whereof ,. he ſhewed him the rarities and ſtrength of his Caſtle, and after ſome 
peeches and complements betweene them , he was ſo happy as tokifle Beatrice-70ana, 
but had not the felicity to entertaine her : and ſo he departs, his Lackey attending him 
with his Gennet tothe counter-ſcarfe. So home he rides 'to his lodging, where, 
whilesthe winde holds contrary , we will a little leave him to his thoughts, and they 
toreſolve in what ſcrt he might contrive bis ſute for the obtaming of his new and 
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fairs MiteeT: Beatrice-Ijan 4, andlikewile her (ele , te-muſcupon the {peeohes and 
extraordinari>courtelies, whichthisunknowazCvallierattoarded herand beginito 


| ſpzake of Don Alon;d Piracquoy, a rich Crvalher;gt the Cititg,, who unknowne to Mſert- 


ro, was his rivall. and competitor ,, in likewile {eeking andicourting Beatrice- loona'for 
his Miſtre{le and wife. . x Ve «Tbs Pages” mays > 


This Piracquo being rich bothin lands andmoney;;;and deſcended of one of the 


chifa an1nobleſt Families of A/teant , by Profeſſion a ©ourtier ;/!andrindeed (to 


cive him hisdue)aCvallier indued with many brave qualities and perfettions, wasfo 
highly beloved , reſpe&ted andeſteem2dinthatCitie, asthe very faireftand nobleſt 
young Ladies wexe » with much reſpeCt and affeftion , proffered him in marriage by 
their parents: but there was nqne either ſo precious or. pleating to his eye , as was our 
Beatrice-Toana, whom he obſerved for beauty to excell others, and for Majeſtie and 
g:102t2 © rpaſle her ſelfe, and indeed he could not refraine.from-loving her, norbe 
perſw aded or drawne toaffeCt any. other ; ſa ashe ſetled bis refolutton. either to haye 
her to his wife, ornot tobe the huſband of any. Yea, he is ſo earneſt inhis fate ;as 
ſcarce any one day paſl=th, but he is at the Caſtle. It, 

© Vermindero thinkes himſelte much honoured of him, in ſeeking his daughter, yea, 
hee receives himlovingly , and entertains. him courteouſly 3 as knowing it greatly 
for her preferment, and advancement : and fo gives: Paracquo many+ teſtimonies. of 
his favour, and many hopes that he ſhall prevaile and obfaine his Miſtrefſe. But Bees 
trice-Toanr (ſtands not ſo affetted tohim , rather ſhe recetves-him coldly- 3; and when 


| hebeginneshis ſuteto her, ſhe turnes the deafe eare, andnever an{wereth him; batin 


generall tearmes : onely not peremptorily to diſobey her. parents, ſhee ſeemes'to 
be pleaſed with his company , and yet ſecretly. in her-heart wiſheth him father 
from het. 

But Piracquo flattering himſelfe in his hope, and as much doating on Batrice-Toana's 
beauty, as he relyes on her fathers conſtant affeftion to him, he is ſo farre from gi- 
ving over his ſutetq her , as hecontinueth it with more earneſtneſſe andiimporturity, 
and vowes that he will forſake his life ere his Miſtrefle! z but ſometimes we ſpeake 
true, when we thinke we jeſt : yet he findes her one and' the ſame”: for although 
ſhe were-not yet acquainted with.A{ſemero , yet ſhe: made:it the thirteenth Artidte of 
her Creed, that the ſupreame power had ordained her another huſband;and not Pirie 
quo : yea, atthat very inſtant the remembrance of A!ſexero quite defaced that of Pi 
racquo, ſo that ſhe wholly refus'd her heart to the laſt , of purpoſe to reſerve and give 
it tothe firſt : as the ſequall will ſhew. 

Now by this time Yermandero hadnotice, and:was ſecretly informed of Alizmreros af- 
fection'to his daughter,and withall.that ſhe liked him farre better then Piracquo:which 
newes was indeed yery diſtaſtefull and diſpleaſifg to him z\ becauſe heperfealy knew 
that P;racquo's meanes far exceed that of Al{emero,hereupon conſidering that be 
given his conſent,and ita manner.ingaged his promiſe to'Pracquo: he, wroptevertt thi 
hopes, and tofruſtrate the attempts of Aleprere;, leaves his Gaſtletothe \cominariÞ.of 
Don Hygo de Valmarine his (pn.,and taking hisdaughter Beatrice» owia withihiiem",, Hemn 
his Coach very ſodainely and ſecretly goes to Briamata:a faire houſe of higfewTeapnet 
from Alicant-where he meanesto fojourne, . untill hee had cenchadedudid (bletminizet? 
thematch betwixt them:But he ſhall never be. fo happy.asrolec effeaeg2'e, iff) 05 

At the newes of Beatrice-loana's departure, Al exrero isextrenmealy perptexcd and. 
ſorrowfull. knowing not whether it proceed: from her (eIfa,>Nep firther 6FD&th > vaa5 
this his griefe is augmented, when he thinkes on the ſuddenneſle thereof, which hee 
feares may be performed forhis reſpect ind conſideration-z the ſmall acquaintance 
and familiarity he hath had withher , makes that he catinot' condemne her of un- 


- 


kindneſſe :: yet ſith he was not thought worthy ta-have norice of her Uebaftiire,, hey 
againe hath no reaſon to hope, much leſſertoflure himſelfs ofherafſeion ron 
WG 


him : he.knowes nt how to reſolve theſe doubts ;| arwhat to think&6r doe 
et mats 
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matter of this narure and importance : for thus hereaſoneth with himſelfe ; ifhee WM [5,6 
ride to Briamata;he nay perchance offend the fathersif he ſtay at Aeanr, difpleaſe the WM (4:01 
daughter :and al the be rather willing to rune the hazzard ofHisenvy,then of WM 1; 
heraffeQtion ; yer he it ſafer to be authoriſed by her pleafoare, andto ſteere WM 166 
his courſe by the compaſle of her commands : Hee therefore bethinkes himfelte of a not 
meanes totrvbyd theſe extreames, and findes out a Channell to paſſe free berwixt | 
that 64 and this ; whichis, to viſit her by Letters : he ſees morereaſon to 
embrace, ther torejettthismvention, and ſo providing Hhimſelfe of a confident mef- 
Tetyger his beart cormmandshis pen to fignific her theſe few lines : 


ALSEMERO to BEATRICE-IOANA. 


A $ lone #s your were in Alicant,? deemed it a heaven upon earth,and being bound for Mal- 
| nb {ar times bleſſed that contrary winde which kept me from embarking and ſay- 
ling from you : yea, ſo ſivertly diel 1 affeF, and ſo dearely honour your beanty, as I entered inte 
areſolution with my ſelf, to end my voyage ere 1 begarne it , andto beginme another, which 1 
feare will end ave. 1fyou demand, or deſire to know what this ſecond voyage is , know, faire 
Miſtreſſe, that my thought « are ſo honourable, and my affeFion ſo religious, that it is the ſeeking 
of your favour, and the obtayning of your ſelfe to my wife , whereon not onely my fortunes , but 
auy life depends. But how ſhall I ge or this bonowr , or flatter my ſelfe with the obtaining 
of jo greet a felitity , when I ſee you bave not onely left nee, but which is worſe,as Tunderſtand, 
tbe City for my ſake ? Faire Beatrice-Loana,Ff your cruelty will make me thus miſerable, I have 
wo other c ion left me to ſweeten the bitternes of my griefe and misfortane,but a confident 
bopegthat deatbwill as ſpeedily deprive me of my dayes,as you have of my joyes. 


ALSEMERO. 


I know-net whether it more gneved Beatrice-Toana to leave Alicant , without taking - 
her leave of Aſemerso, then ſhee doth now rejoyce toreceive this his Letter . : for as di 
that planget her thoughts inthe hell of diſcontent , fothis raifeth them to the hea- p 
wen of joy-: and asthen ſhe had cauſe to doubt of hisafteQion , ſo now the hath not h 
onely reaſon to flatter, but to affure her ſelfe thereof:and therefore,though ſhe wil not { 
ſceme at firſt togrant him his defire,yer ſhe 1s refolved to returne him an anſwer, that c 
may give as life to his hopes,as praiſeto her mgdeſtie-Her Letter js thus; 


BEATKICE-IOANA to ALSEMERO. 


A 8 T hive many reaſens to be incredulows , and not one to induce me to belceve, that (0 

FT of mine. ſhould have power to flope ſo brave aCavallier (as your ſulfe) from 

ine /i V ogage os your firſt, or to perſmade” you to oneſo Pope as your ſecond; 

fot caunct but adgrire, that you tu your Letter Raw or your Wife, when in your heart,T pre- 

it - and whereas you | life and fortunes depend on my favour > 1 

| either to make tryall ofyour owne wit , or of my indiſcretion, by 

ra zoring te ft T beleeve that which exceeds all beliefe 5 now as it is true, that 1 

icfe Alkennn. foie i avree, that I left it not any oj ef yo.u rather to obey my 

2 HOG father - for this Ipray beleeve , that although I cannot kinde , y*t I'will never he-cruell to 
1 peucLive therefore your ene friend,and Twill never the your enemy. + | | 
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| tter of Beatrives Joans, gives Alſemero muchdeſpaire, and little hope':yct || = 
ju aye arrears unkmdneſie, he caynot bur meeme 

j which doth-as much comfort as thar #fi& him : ſohis 
#3601! ; | | thooght 
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ar thou thts are irreſolute , and withall ſo varible;” as hee'ktiowes not whethet hee 
he ſhould advance his hand, or withdraw his penne'againe, to write to hisMiſtreſſe/ Bur 


of atlaſt, knowing that the excellencie ofher Beanie , and the dignitie ot her Vettues 
"3 deſerve a ſecond Letter : he hoping it may obtaine and effett that which his firſt could 


s not,calls for paper,ahd.thereon traceth theſe fey mes t 


NJ 


fo  ALSEMERO to BEATRICE-IOANA. 


On have 8s mmch reaſon t0 aſſure your ſelft of my affeFion as Ito doubt sf yours © and i 

Words and ry nfig 2ogln yo ew: Eh of Capable to make you rw finceritie þA 
my z.eale,and the honour of my affeTFion : what reſteth, but that Twiſhyou could dive as deep- 
into my heart ,.. as my heart hath into your beantie , to the end you might be both Witneſſe 
- BW 2d indge, ifunder beaver I deſere any thing ſo much" on carth as to be crowned with the fe 
4 licitie to ſee Beatrice-Ioana my wife , and Alſemero her husband f But why ſhould I ftrive 
I to perſwade that, which you reſolve ot to beleeve, or flatter my ſelfe with any hope, ſith Iſee I 
0 muſt beſo unfortunate to deſpair:? I will therefore henceforth ceaſe to write, but never to love £ 
Ay and ſithit is impoſs.ble for me to live, will prepare my of to die, that the World may know, 1 
'g haveloſt a moſt faire Miftreſſe in you,and you a moſt faithfull and conſtant Servant in mee. 


ut 
7  - ALSEMERO, 
ve Beatrice-Toaxa ſeeing Alſemero's conſtant affettion , holds it now rather diſcretion, 


- then immodeſtie to accept both his ſervice and ſelfe, yea, her heart ſo delightsin the 
ableneſle of his perſon,and triumphs in the contemplation of his vertues, 'that 

ker wiſheth her ſelfein Ahcant with him, or hee 1n Briamate with her : but 
confidering her affetion to Alemero by her Fathers hatred , and her hatred'to ?3- 
racquo, by his affeQion; ſhe thinkes it high time to informe A/emerso with what ims 


[1 patiencie they both indeavour to obtaine her favour and conſent, hoping that his 
hi diſcretion will interpoſe and finde meanes to ſtop the progreſle of theſe their im- 
7 portunities , and to withdraw her fathers inclination from Piracquo, to beſtow it on 
K himſelfe : but all this while ſhe thinkes her filence is an injury to Hemero, and theres 
® fore, nolonger to be uncourteous tokim, whois ſo kinde go her , the very ſecretly 
e conveyes him this Letter : 


BEATRICE-IOANA to ALSEMERO- 


A $ it is not for Earthto reſiſt Heaven.ttor for our wills to contradif Gods providence,ſof 
"Y. cannot denie,but now acknowledge, that if ever I affeFed any man, it is your ſelfe : for 
your Lettersproteſtatians, and vowes, but chiefely your merits, and the hope, or rather —_ 
rance-of your fidelitie, hath wonne my heart, ſrom my ſelfe ro give it you ©: but there are ſome 
important conſid:rations and reaſons, that inforce me to crave your ſecrecie herein, _— re» 
queſt-you,4s ſooue as conveniently you may,to come privately hither to me - for Iſhall never give 
content to my thoughts, nor ſatisfattion to mty minde, till I am made joyfull with your fight and 
happy with your preſence. In the meane time manage this affeFion of mine with care and dif 
cretion, and whiles you reſolve to make Alicant your Malta,I will expe@ and attendyour com+ 
ming with much longing and impatiencie.To Briamata. 


e 


4 


o 
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BBATRICE-IOANA: 


: TY It isfor_no others but Lovers, to Judge how welcome this Lettet was to Mes 
mero,whoathouſand times kiſſed it, and as often bleſt the hand that wrote it : he had; 
as we have formerly underſtood, beene twice in the Indies; but now, in his coneei 


tehath found a farre richer reafure in Spaine , I meane his Beatrice-Toaita, whom 


eftcemes the joy of his life; and the life ofhis joy: but ſhe will tot prove ſo. ood 
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the Winde comming good,,; the Ship ſets ſayle. tor Malta, and hee (to give a colout 
for his ſtay) feignes himſelfe ficke,. fetcheth backe his Trunkes, ahd@eindineth in 4b- 
tut: and ſo burning withidefire to ſee his ſweetly, deare and, dearely ſweet Miſtrefſ6 
he diſpatched away condone] lenger tq Brzamata 1nthe morning ,” to advertife 
her that he will not faile to be with her that night at eleven of theclocke. "0 
Beatrice-Toana is raviſhed with the joy of this newes, and ſo provides for his com- 
ming. Alſemero takes the benefit of the night, ' and ſhe gives him the advantage of 
x Paſterne-doore , which anſwers, to a Garden, where Dzaphanta her Waytjng- 
gentlewoman attends his arrivall., .Hecomes : ſhe condudts. him ſeexetly thoroW, 
Private Gallery into Begtrice-Joans's Chamber. 3. where (tichly appareWed) the 'very 
equrteouſly and reſpettully receives him. + . 3 the beginning of their'meeting they 
want no kifles 5 which they ſecond with complements, - and many loving confererites, 
wherein ſhe relates him Pjracquo.s impprrgnage tee to her, and het father earneſtnes, 
yea, ina manner, þis conſtraint,to ſee the Match concluded betwixt them 3 het be. 
ing forthat purpoſe there, in her fathers houſe: ; Againe, after ſhe Hath alledged and 
ſhowne him'the intirenefle of her affection to himſclfe, with whom {he'is reſolvedto 
live and dye,. ſhe lets fall ſome darke and ambigucus ſpeeches, tending td thiseffeR, 
that before Piracquo be in another world, there 1s no hope for Alſemeroto joy her for 
his wife in this. Lo here the firſt plot and deligne of a lamentable and execrable mur- 
ther : which wee ſhall ſhortly ſee afted and committed. 
.:* There needs but halfe a word. to a ſharpe and quicke underſtanding. Al/emero 
knowes it is the violence 'of her affection to him, that leades her torthis difrefpe&t 
and hatredto Piracquo,, and becauſe her content is his, : yea, rather its for his fake, 
that ſhe will forſake Piracquo , tolive and die with him 5 Paſhonand affeQtion blin- 
ding his judgement , and beautie triumphing and giving a law to his Conſcience: 
hetreely proffereth himſelfe to his Miſtris, vowing , .thathe will ſhortly ſend' hiv 
Challenge, and tight with him5 yea, had he hte, 2] lives, ashe hath but one; hee 
is ready, if ſhe pleaſe ,- toexpoſe and f(acrificethem allat her commani'and ſervice. 
Beatyice-Ioanathankes him kindly for his affe&tion and zeale, the which ſhe faith ſhee 
holds redoubled by the freeneſle of his proffer : but being loath that he ſhould' K+ 
zard his owne life , inſeeking that of another.,, ſhee conjures him by alt the Jove hee 
beares her, neither direGtly nor indirectly to intermeddle with Piracquo : but that hee 
repoſe and build upon herafteQtion and conſtancie - not doubting , but ſhee will fo 
prevaile with her father ,, that he. ſhall ſhortly change his opinion, and no more 
perſwade her to affett Piracquo, whom ſhe reſolutely aftirmes, neither life nor 
death ſhall enforce her to marry-And to conclude,although ſhe affirme, his preſence is 
dearer'to her then her life 3 yet the better and ſooner to compaſle their defires, thee 
prayeshim toleave Alicaxt, and fora while, to returne to/alentia, not doubting but 
time may worke that, which perchance haſte,or importunitie may never. Thus paſſing 
over their kiſles,& the reſt of their amorous conference,he aſſured ofher love,andthe 
ofhis afteGion, he returnes for Alicant, packes up his baggage, which he'ſends before, 
and withinlefle then foure dayes, | takes his journey for Yalextia* where we will leave 
him a while, to relate other accidents and occurrences :] which (like Rivers into the 


fo inamoured ofher beauty , and ſodefirous | fork the felicitieofher preſence , az 


. , 


Ocean) fall within the compaſle of this Hiſtorie. | Ay 
This meeting, and part of Alſemero's and Beatrice-Joana.; conference at her fathers 
houſe of Briawata;was notio ſecretly carried and concealed, but ſome curious of trea- 
cherous perſon neere him,or her,over-heare & reveale it:which makes her fatherFer- 
mitdero fame andbite the lipzbut he conceales it from Pirgcquo:and they ſtill continue 
their:intelligence and familiarinie : Yermandero telling him idly. thata little more 
time ſhall worke and finiſh his deſire; and that fith his requeſt cannot prevaile with his 
daughter,his commands ſhall.But he ſhall miſle of his ayme. Rt VT Tf ON 
«.  Thersjs not ſo greaz. diſtance from Brigapats tO 4l3can?; "but ſonte of the _—_— 
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the city are advertiſed thereof - and one amongzthereſt, in pu zealeand affetion to 
Piracquo,(ecretly aquaints Dor Themaſo Piracquo his younger brother therewith being 
then 1n the citie of Alicart: who hearing of thisnewes,, whereof he imagined his bro- 
ther was ignorant, loath that he ſhould any longer perſever in his preſent errour.and to 
prevent his future diſgrace, he like a faithfull and honeſt brother,takes occaſion from 
Alicant to write him this enſuing letter to Briazata : 


THOMASO to ALONSO PIRACQYO: 


H Eing more jealous of your proſperitie, then of mine owne and knowing it many times falls 
A.3 out, that Lovers loſe the cleareneſſe and ſoliditie of their ju1gement, in gazing and con- 
templating on the Roſes and Lillies of their Miſtreſſes beauties : I deſirous to oper = 1 diſ- 
grace, thought my ſelfe bound to ſignifie you, that I here underſtand by the report of thoſe,who'e 
ſpeeches beare their perſwaſions with them, that your ſuite to Beatrice-IToana js in vaine, and 
ſhee unworthy of your affeFion, becwuſe ſhe hath already contraFed her ſelfe to Alſemero 
your Rivall * Tam as jorry to bee the Herald of this newes , as glad and confident , that as ſhee 
hath matched your inferiour , ſo you are reſerved for her better : Wherefore Sir ,, recall 
your thoughts, tempt not 1mpoſcabilities, but conſider that the ſhortei errours are beſt 5 and 
though you love h:r well , yet thinke that at your pleaſure 'you may finde varietie of Beantits, 
whereuntohbers deſerves not the honour to doe hom1g*.IT could give no truce to my thought «til 
I had advertiſedyou hereof, and T hope either the name of a b-other, or your owne generoſitie, 
wall eaſily procure pardon for my preſumption. 
THOMASO PIRACQvVo. 

 Piracquo, notwithſtanding this his Brothers Letter of counſcll and advice, is ſo 
farre from retyring in his ſute, as he rather adyanceth with more violence and zeale : 
and as many mens judgements are dazled. and obſcured a little before their danger 
and misfortune, when indeed they have moſt need to have them ſound and cleare : 
ſo hee is not capable to bee diſlwaded from re-ſearching his Miſtreſſe, but ratherre- 
ſembleth thoſe Saylors,who are reſolute to endure a ſtorine; in hope of faire weather : 
but he had found more ſecurity and lefle danger, if he had imbraced and followed the 
counſel! that his brother gave him. For Beatrice-loana ſeeing ſhe could not obtaine her 
deſire in marying Alſerreroe're Piracquo were removed, doth row confirme that which 
formerly (he had reſolved on, to make him away, in what manner, orat what rate (o- 
ever.And now, after ſhe had ruminated, and runne over many bloodie deſignes : the 
devill , whonever flies from thoſe that follow him : profters her aninvention as exe- 
crable as damnable. There 1s a gallant young Gentleman, of the Gariſon of the Ca- 
ſtle, who followes her father,that to her knowledge doth deeply honour,and dearcly 
afteCt her : yea, ſhe knowes, that at her requeſt he will not ſticketo.murther Piracouo - 
his name is $igiour Antonio de Flores : ſhe is reſolute m her rage, and approveshim to 
bea fit inſtrument to execute her will. | 

Now as {oone as Vermandero underſtands of Al{exero's departure to Ualentia,he with 
his daughter and P;racquo returns from Briamatato Alicant : where, within three dayes 
of their arrivall,Beatrice-1oana,boyling {til in her revenge'to Piracquo,which neither the 


 ayre of the Country nor City could quench or wipe off;ſhe ſends for de Flores,and with 


many flattering ſmiles, and ſugred ſpeeches, acquaintshim with her purpoſe and de- 
fire, making him many promiſes of kindneſſe and courtelies, if he will performe it. 

De Flores having along time loved Beatrice-Ioana,is exceeding glad of this newes, 

yea feeding his hopes with the ayre of her promiſes, he is ſo caught and intangled m 

the ſnares of her beauty , that he freely promiſesto diſpatch Pirarquo 3 and ſo they 

. firſt conſult, and then agree upon the manner how, which forth-with we ſhall ſee per- 

formed : to which end, de Flores inſinuates himſelfe fairely into Piracquo's company 

and famiharitie as he comes tothe ca(tlez - where watching his helliſh. opportunitie, 

heone day hearing Piracquo commend the thickeneſle and ſtrength ofthe Walls, told 

£0 F hint . 
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him that the ſtrength ofthat Caſtle conſiſted not in the Walles, but in the Caſemrates lr 
that were ſtored with good Ordnance to ſcoure the ditches. Piracquo very courteouſly ph 
prayes de Flores to be a meanes that he may goe downe and ſee the *, care De Flores [to 
like a bloody Faukner,ſeeing Piracquo already come to his lure,tells him itis now din- let 


ner time, and the bell upon ringi g: but if he pleaſe, he himſelfe will after dinner ac- thy 
company him, and ſhew him all the ſtrength and rarities of the Caſtle. Hee thankes m: 


de Flores for this courtelie, and accepts hereof, with promiſe to goe. So he hies in to 00 
dinner,and de Flores pretending ſome bulineſle, walkes in the Court. 
Whules Pracquo 1s at dinner with Yermandero, de Flores 1s providing him of a bloo- he 


dy banquet inthe Eaſt Caſzzate, where, of purpoſe he goes, and hides a naked ſword thy 
and Ponyard behinde the doore. Now dinner beingended, Piracquo findes out de EX 
Flores , and ſummons him of his promiſe : who tells him heis ready to wayt on him : We 
ſc away they goe from the Walles to the Ravellins, Sconces and Bulwarkes , and _ 
from thence by a Poſterne to the Ditches : and ſoin againetothe Caſemates , where 
of they have already viewed three, and are now going to the laſt, which is the Thea- lo, 
ter, whereon we ſhall preſently ſee ated a mornefull and bloody Tragedy. At the th 
deſcent hereof De Flores puts off his Rapier, and leaves it behind him, treacherouſly th 
informing Pirecquo that the deſcent is narrow and craggy. Ste here the policie and ic 
villany of this devilliſh and treacherous miſcreant. th 
Pirarquo, notdoubting nor dreaming of any treaſon, followes his example, and fo ” 
caſts off his Rapier : De Flores leades the way, and he followes him 3 but, alas poore 
Gentleman, he ſhall never returne with his life:they enter the Vault of the ® (w— De lot 
Flores opens the doore, and throwes it backe, thereby to hid his ſword and Ponyard. for 
Hee ſtopes and lookes thorow a Port-hole,and tells him, that that Peece doth thorowly he 
ſcowre the Ditch. Piracquo ſtoopes likewiſe downe to view it, when (O griefe tothinke | ** 
thereon!) De Flere: ſteps for his Weapons, and with his Ponyard ſtabes him thorow the © $9 
backe,and (wi tly redoubling blow upon blow.kils him dead at his feete, and withoue ©. 
going farther, buries him there, right under the ruines of an old wall, whereofthat | ® 
Caſemate was built.Loe here the firſt part of this mournfull and bloudy Tragedie. do 
De Flores (like a graceleſle villaine) having diſpatched this ſorrowfull buſineſſe, 
ſpeedily acquaints Beatrice-Ioars herewith, who (miſerable wretch) doth hereat in- 
Fnitely rejoyce , and thankes him with many kiſles 3 andthe better to conceale this 
their vild and bloody Murther, as alſo to caſt a miſt before peoples conceit and judge- 
ments, ſhe bidshim , by ſome ſecret meanes to caule reports to be ſpread : firſt, Go 
Pir was ſcene gone forth the Caſtle gate 5 then, thatin the City he was ſeene 
whe boate , and went (as it was thought)to take the ayre of the ſea. But this wit of 
theirs ſhall prove folly : for though men as yet {ce not this Murther , yet Godin his 
due time will both deteCt and puniſh it. 

By thistime P7 is wanting , bothinthe City and Caſtle ; fo theſe afore- 
ſaid reports runne bo currant, all tongues prattle hereof 3 Yermandero knowes not 
whatto ſay, nor Piracquo's brother andibioads what todoe herein : they every houre 
and munite expect newes ofhim , buttheir hopes bring them no comfort ; and a- 

the reſt, our devillifh Beatrice-Ioana{cemes exceedingly to grieve and mourne 

hereat. DoxThomaſs Piracquo with the reſt ofhis friends, ſearch every corner of the 
City, and ſend ſcouts, both by landand ſea, to have newes of him. UVermarnderothe 
Captame of the Caſtle doth the like, aud vowes, thatnext his owne ſonne, heloved $$ 
Piracquo before any man of the world : yea, not onely his frends, mm grnctelly all * 
thoſe who knew him, exceedingly weep and bewaile the abſcence and lofle of this Ca- 
valier : for they thmke he is drowned in the ſea. I 

Now in the middeſt of this ſorrow , and of theſe teares, Beatrice-Toana doth (e- 
condy-avrontl her Lover 4jemerohereof,but in ſuch palliating tearmes that there- 
by ſhe may delude and carry away his judgement from imagining that ſhe had rhe 
leaſt ſhaddow orfinger herein © and withall prayes him to ws longer ſtay in V«- 


lentia. 
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lntia,, but to come away to hepta Alicarts '' Alſemero wonders at this newes,, and to 
| pleaſe his faire Miſtreſle, belieyes part thereof. but will never believe all; btit he is 
| {o mtlamed with het beauty, 4s her remembrance wipesaway that of Piracovo.y When 
Ictting paſle a little time , he makes his preparation for # +: batfirſt he ſends 
the. chiefe(t of hjs parents to Vermandero,, todemand his:daitghter Beatrices oor it 
marriage for him , and then comes himſelfe in perſong--and indiſcreete and ho- 
nourable manner courts her Parents privately, and makes ſhew to ſecke het publikely. 
In-fine, after many conterencts,. meetings, and complements,” as Aſſemero hath 
, heretofore wonne the affection of Beatrice-Ioane, ſonowntlaſt hee obraines likewiſe 
1 the favour and conſent of Vermandero her father. And here our two Lovers, rotheir 
x excceding great content, and infinite joy; areutrited; and by the bond of marriage, of 
two perſons made ones their Nuprialls being ſoletnnized th the Caſtle of Alicart with 
4 much.PompezState,and Bravery. | 
ve Having heretofore heard the conference that paſt betwixt Al/emers and Bourrices 
Þ loans in.the Church 3 having Bkewile ſeene the amorous. Letters that paſt berwixt 
- them, from Alirant to Briamata, and itom B-iamata to Alicant 3 and now confidering 
| the pompe and glory of their Nuptialls, who would imagine that any avetſe accident 
J could alter the {weetnefleand tranquillity of their aftetions, or that the Sun-ſhine of 
their joyes ſhould ſo ſoone be eclipſed, and overtaken with aſtorme? But Godis as Juſt 
@ as ſecret in his decrees. | 
Ba For this marryed couple had ſcarce Jived three monerhs in the pleaſures of Weds 
De locke (which if vertauſly obſerved is the ſweeteſtearthly joy) but Alſewero , like a 
4 fond huſband ,. becomes jealous of his wife z ſo as he curbes and reſtraines her of 
1y | berliberty, and would hardly permic her to conferre or convetſe with , yea , farre 
w/ les,to ſee any man:but this is notthe way to teach a woman chaſtity:for if faire worde, 
he | good examples and {weete admomitions cannot prevaile,thteatnings and impriſo 
= in a chamber wil nevertyea,the experiencetherof'is daily ſcen,both in Ewgland,France, 
at | and Germany, where generallythe Women uſe (but not abuſe) their li and free- 
dome,granted them by their huſbands, with much civility,affe&tion,and reſpeRt. 
To Beatrice-Toana butes the lip at this her huſbands diſconrteſy : ſhe yowes the is as 
n. | much deceivedin hislove, ashe in his jealouhie,, and thar ſhee 18 as unworthy of his 
his ſuſpicion , as he of her affection ; he watcheth her every where, and fers Spyes 
6. || vcr herinevery corner : yea, . his jealouſy is become ſo violent, ashe deemes hee 
5 at | vochalt with many, yerknowes not with whom : bur this tree of Iealouſie never 
me | brings forth good fruit. She complaines hereof to her father, and prayes him to 
of be a meanesto appeaſe and calme this tempeſt, which threatens the Shipwracke, not 
his | 2nely of hercontent, but (it may be) of her life. Yer-mandero beareshimſelfe diſ- 
creetly hereinzbut he may as ſoone place another Sunne in the Firmainem, as rocte out 
re- | *þis fearefull frenzie out of Alſemero's head:forthis his paternall admonitionis ſofarre 
not | from drawing him to heatken to reaſon, as it produceth contrary effetts 5 for now Alſe« 
are || 79,0 prevent his ſhame.and ſecure his feare,fuddenty provides a Conch,and ſo car 
4 ries home his wife from Alicent to Valentia. This ſuddaine departure grieves Yerauride- 
me || *9 30d alles B eatrice- Toanato the heart , who now lookes no tunger on hef huſb#nd 


the || with affection, but with diſcaine andenvie. Many dayesare not paſt,bat her facher te» 
the | ves toſend toValentia, to know how matters ſtand berwixr his daughter xnd het 
ved Ah huſband : he makes choyce of De Florer to ride thicher, & ſends teners rotheryboth, 
y all BF. De Flores is extreamely joyful of this occaſion,rofee his old Miſtreſle Beatrice 10414, 


whom he loves dearer then his life:he comes toYalentia, and finding X!2wore abroud; 
ind ſhee at home,delivers het her fathers Letter, and ſalutesand kiffeth her, with ma- 
ny amorous imbracings and dalkiances (which modeſty hokds-unworthy of relation) 
ſhe acquaints him with her huſbands ingratirudezhe ratherrejoyces then prievs heract; 
and nowrevives his old'ſure,and redoubleth his new kiſſesrſhee conſidering "what hee 
kath done for her ſervice, and joyning ig her kuſbandsjealoufie,not gy 

ak + 2 Saget, 
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gageth ber ſelfe to him for the time preſent, but for the future,and bids him viſite her 
often.But they both ſhall pay deare for this familiarity and pleaſure. 

Alſemero comeshome , receives his fathers Letter, ſetsa pleaſing face on his dif- 
contented heart, and bids him welcome :And ſo the next day writes backe to his fa- 
 therVermandero, and diſpatcheth De Flores 3 who for that time takes hisleave of 
wr rey mers ne 1 but Alſemers is by one of his Spies , a W 

e15no looner , but Alſemero is by one of his Spies, a Wayti tle- 
woman of his Wifes, whom he had corrupted with money, advertiſed t Aidere 
aſt matiy amorous kiſſes, and dalliances betweene her Miſtreſle and De Flores : yea, 
the reveales all that ever ſhe ſaw or heard : forſhe paſtnot to be falſe to her Lady, 
ſo ſhewere true toher Lord and Maſter. And indeed this Wayting-gentlewoman 
wasthat Diaphanta, of whom we have formerly made mention, for conduQting of 
Aljemero to her kadies chamber at Briamata. Alſemergis all fire at this newes, hecon- 
ſultsnot with judgement, but with paſſion; and ſorather like a devill then a man, flies 
to his Wife's chamber, wherein furiouſly ruſhing , he with his ſword drawnein his 
hand, to her great terrour and amazment, delivers her theſe words. ' , 

Minion (quoth he) upon thy life tell me what familiarity there hath now paſt be- 
twixt De Flores and thy (elfe : whereat ſhe, fetching many- ſighes, and di 
many teares, anſwershim , that by her part of heaven, her thoughts, (| war wages, 
actions have no way exceeded the bonds of honour and chaſtity towards himzand that 
De Flores never attempted any courteſy, but ſuch asa brother may ſhew to his owne 
naturall ſiſter. Then, quoth he, whence proceeds this rr familiarity 2 Wherear ſhe 
growes pale, and withall ſilent. Which her huſband efpying, Diſpatch, quoth he, and 
tell me the truth,or elſe this ſword of mine ſhall inſtantly finde a {wn etothy heart. 
Whenloe, the providence of God ſo ordayned it, that ſhee is reduced to this exigent 


and extremity, as ſhe muſt be a witneſſe againſt her felfe, and in ſeeking to conceale 


her whoredome,muſt diſcover her Murther ; the which ſhe doth in theſe words : 

Know Alſemero , that {ith thou wilt inforce mee to ſhew thee the true cauſe of 

chaſt —_— with De Flores, thatlam mach bound to him , and thy ſelfe more: 
for he it was, that atm 20 RAY Piracquo, without the which (as thou well 
knoweſt)I could never have injoyed thee for my huſband » nor thou me for thy wife: 
And fo ſhe reveales him the whole circumſtance of that cruell Murther, as wee have 
formerly-underſtood 3 the which ſhe conjures and prayes him to conceale, fith no leſle 
then De Flores and her owne life depended thereon, and that ſhe will dye a thouſand 
deaths, before conſent todefile his bed, or to violate her oath and promiſe given him 
in marriage. 
Alſemero both wondering and grieving at this lamentable newes, ſayes little, but 
thinkes the more; and although he had reaſon and apparanceto beheve, that fhe who 
commits Murther, will not ſticke to commit Adultery, yet upon his Wife's ſolemne 
oathes & proteſtations,he forgets whatis paſt;only he ſtritly chargeth her,no more to 
{ee,or admit De Flores into her company; orif the contrary,he vowes he will ſo ſharply 
be revenged of her,as he will make her an example to all poſterity. _ 

But Beatrite-Toana, notwithſtanding her huſbands ſpeeches, continueth. her intel- 
ligence with De#lores ;z yea, her huſband no ſooner rides abroad , bat he isat Yalen- 
#i4 with her's and they are become fo impudent, ' as what they did before ſecretly, 
they now ina manner doe publikely, or atleaſt, with Chamber-doores open. Dra- 
phanta knowing this to be a great ſcandall, as wel} to her Maſters honour, as houſc.a- 
gaine informeshim th 3 Who vowesto take a moſt ſharpe revenge of this their 
infamy and indignity, as indeed he doth : for he bethinkes himſelfe (thereby to ef- 
fe it) of an invention, as worthy of his jealouſie , as of their firſt crime of Murther, 
and of their.ſecond of oy : he injoyneth Dzaphanta to lay” wayt for the ve- 
- hat 19s that De Flores arrives from Alicaxt to Yalentia, which ſhe 5 Whenin- 


ly pretending 10 his Wite a journey in the Countrey, he very ſecretly and & 
| lently 
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her MW lently having his Rapier and Ponyard, and a caſe of Piſtolsready charged in his poc- 
ket (feeming to take Horſe) huſheth himſelfe up privately in his ſtudie , which was 

Jif- next adjoynmg,and within his bed-chamber. 

fa- Beatrice-Io ma, thinking her huſband two or three Leagues off, ſends away for 


2 of De Flores, who comes inſtantly to her : they fall to their kifſes and imbracings,, ſhe 
rejoycing extreamely for his arrivall, and he for her huſband Alemero's departure : 
tle- ſhe relates him the cruelty and indignitie her huſband harh ſhewed and offered her, 


ere the which De Flores underſtands with much contempt and choller , as alſo with ma- 
ea, ny threats. Alſemero heares all, but doth ncither ſpeake,cough,neeze,nor ſpit. So from 
dy, words they fall to their beaſtly pleaſures, when Alemerono longer able to containe 
212n himſelfe, much lefleto be acceſlary to this his ſhame, and their villany, throwesoff 
of the Poore, and violently ruſheth forth 3 when finding them on hisBed., inthe mid- 
ON deſt of their adultery, he firſt diſchargeth his Piſtols on them, and then with hi- Sword 
lies and Ponyard runnes them thorow, and ſtabbes them with ſo many deepe and wide 
Its wounds, that they have not ſo much power or time to ſpeake a word , but there lye 
F weltring and wallowing in their blood , whiles their ſoules flyeto another world, to 
Je- relate what horrible and beaſtly crimes their bodies have commited inthis.T hus by the 
| providence of God, in the ſecond Tragedie of our Hiſtory,we ſee our two Murtherers 
n murthered, and Piracquo's innocent bloud revenged in the guiltine(le of theirs. 
hat Alſemero, having finiſhed this bloudie buſineſle, leaves his Piſtols on the Table, as 
ne alſo his Sword and Ponyard all bloudy as they were 3 and without covering or re- 
ſhe moving the breathleſle bodies of theſe two wtetched miſcreants, he ſhuts his Cham- 
nd ber doore and is ſofarre from flying for the fat, as he takes his Coach, and goes 
rt. diretly tothe Crimina!l Judge himſelfe , and reveales what he had done 3 but con- 
nt ceales the Murther of Pjracquo. The Judge is aſtoniſhed and amazed at the report of 
ale ' this mournefull and oittifull accident : he takes Al/emero with him, returnes to his 


houſe, and finds thoſe two dead bodies freſh ſmoaking' and reeking in their bloud : 
ny the newes hereof is ſpread inall the City. The whole people of Valentia flocke thither 


©: to be eye-witneſles of theſe two murthered perſons ; where ſome behold them with 
ell pitty, others with joy, but all with aſtoniſhment and admiration, and noleſle do thoſe 
e: of Alicant , where this newes is ſpeedily poaſted 3 but all their griefesare nothing to 
Ve thoſe of Don Diego de Vermandero's (Beatrice-Toana's father) who infinitely and ex- 
le treamely grieves,partly for the death, but ſpecially for the crime of his daughter. 
ad The Judge preſently commits A4/jemrero priſoner in ancther of his owne Chambers, 
— and ſo examining Diaphita upon het oath,concerniug the familiarity betwixt de Flores 
and Beatrice-Toana : (he attirmes conſtantly, that now and many times before, ſhe ſaw 
ut them commit adultery:8 that ſhe it was that firſt advertiſed A/ſemero her Maſter here- 
ho of. Whereupon.after a ſecond examination of Alſemers, they, upon mature deliberati+ 
As on,acquite him of this faCt:{o he is freed, and the dead bodies catied away and buried. 
00 But although this earthly Judge have acquitted [ere o of this fat, yet the Judge 
ly of Judges, the great God of Heaven, who ſeeth not on--ly our heart, but our thoughts, 
not onely our aCtions, but our intents; hath this and ſomething elſe tolay to. his 
+ charge 3 forhe (in his ſacred providence, and divine Juſtice) doth both remember 
” and obſerve, firſt how ready and willing i4//emero was to ingage himſelfe to Beatrice- 
J» Toara tO kill Piracquo : then, though he conſented not to his Murther, yet how he con- 
uy” cealed it , and bronght it not to publike arraignement and puntſhment, whereby the 
| dead body of Piracquo might receive a more honourable and Chriſtianlike S-pulchre : 
2s and iftheſe crimes of his be not capable to deſcrve revenge and chaſtiſment , Loe, 
f- he is entering 1hto a new , willfull, and premeditated Murther,: and dath ſo diſhonou» 
ay rably and treacherouſlly performe it , as we ſhall ſhortly ſ-e him loſe his ife-upon. an 
i infamous Scaffold,where he ſhall finde no heart to pitty him, noreye to bewaite him. 
A If we would be fo ignorant , we cannot be ſo malicious to forget that loving and 


courteous Letter, which Dow Thonaſo Piracquo wrot his Brother Alonſo Piracquo from 
| F 3 Alicant 
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Alicant tO Briamata,to with-draw himſelfe from his ſaute to Beatrice-Joanazand although 
his aftetion and jealouſie to prevent hisBrothers diſgrace, v7as then the chiefe occali- 
on of that his Letter, yet ſith he was ſince diſaſtrouſly and misfortunately bereaved of 
him , of that deare and ſweet Brother ofhis, whom he ever held and eſteemed farre 
dearer then his life, his thoughts,like ſo many lines, concurin this Centre, from whence 
he cannot be atherwile conceited or drawne , but that Beatrice-Toanaand Alſemers had 
ahaud, and were at leaſt acceſlaries, if not authours of his loſle - upon the foundation 
of which beliefe he rayſeth this reſolution, that he 1snot worthy to be a Gentleman 
nor of the degree and title ofa Brother,ift he crave not ſatisfaCtion for that irreparable 
lofle which he ſuſtaineth in that of his Brother ; and the ſooner is he drawne there- 
unto, becauſe he believes, that as Alſemero was ordained of old tochaſtize Zeatrice- 
Toana, ſohe was by the ſame Power reſerved to be revenged of Al/emero. Where- 
upon , although it be not the cuſtome of Spaine to fight Duels (as deſiring rather 
the death of their enemies then of their friends) he reſolves to fight with him 5 and 
tothat end,underſtanding Alſemrero to be then in Alicant,ſends him this Challenge - 


THOMASO PIRACQVO to ALSEMERO. 


T* with too much aſſurance, that I feare Beatrice-Ioana's vanity, and your raſhneſſe, hath 

bereaved mee of a Brother, whom I cver eſteemed and prized farre dearer then my ſelfe © 1 
were unworthy to converſe with the world,mmech leſſe to beare the honour and degree of a Gen- 
Heman, if T ſhould not ſeeke ſatisfaFion for bis death , with thehazard of mine owne life - for 
if a Friend be bound to performe the like courteſie and dutie to his Friend, how much more a 
Brother to his Brother © Tour Sword hath chaſtiſed Beatrice-Ioana's erronr , and I muſt ſee 
whether meine be reſerved to corre( yours. 45 you are your ſclfe, meet mee at the foot of Glulle- 
ran hill to orrow at five in the morning without ſeconds,and it ſhal be at your choyce cither to 
wſe your Sword on Horſe-backe,or your Repier ow foot. 


THOMASO PIRACQYO. 


' Alſemero accepts this Challenge , and promiſeth that he and his Rapier will not 
faile to meete him 3 yet as he one way wondereth at Pracquo's valour and reſoluti- 
on, o fanother way hee conlidereth the great loſle he hath received in that of his Bro- 
ther, and the :uſtneſſe of his quarell againſt him 3 who although he were not ac- 
| ceflarytohis Murther, yet he js, in concealing the cruelty thereof - and indced this 

villany makes him loſe his accuſtomed courage, and thinke of a moſt baſe cowar- 
dize, and treacherous ſtratagem : But this diſhonourable refolution and deligne of his 
ſhall receive an infamous recompence, and a reward and puniſhment as bitter as juſt. 
They meet at the houre and place appointed : Piracquois firlt in the Field , and 41- 
ſemero ſtayesnot longafter 3 buthe hath two {mall Piſtols charged in his pockets, 
which in Lilling his enemy ſhall ruine himſelfe. They draw, andas they approach, 
Alſemero throwes away his Rapier,and with his hat in his hand prayes Piracquo to heare 
him in his juſtdefence, and that he is ready tojoyne with him to revenge his Brothers 
Murtherers.  Piracquo being as courteous as couragious,and as honourable as valiant, 
likewiſe throwes away his Rapier,& with his Hat in his hand comes to meethim:bur 
itis a folly to unarme our ſelves in our enemies preſence: forit is better and fitter that 
he ſtand to our courteſie, then we to his: when Piracquotearing nothing lefle then Trea- 
ſon;Alſtmero drawes out his Piſtols, and diſchargeth them,the firſt thorow his head,and 
theſecond thorow his breſtzof which two wounds he tpeaking onely thus,0 Yillaine, 0 


Traytoxr | falls downe dead at his feet. Loe here the third bloody part of this Hiſtory. | 


It salamentable part for any one tocommit Murther : but fora Gentleman to 
deſtroy another in this baſe and cruelt manner , this exceeds all baſeneſte and cruelty 
it ſelfe: yea, it makes bim as unworthy of his honcur, as worthy of a Halter. ”_ 
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© The newesofthis bloody fadt rattles in the ſtreets of Alieant, as Thunder in the fir= 


mament : Piracquo's Chirurgion being an eyewitneſle herof reports the death of his 
Maſter, and the treachery of Alſexxero : all Alicart is amazed hereat,they extoll Thomaſs 
Piracquo's valor,and his ſingular affetion to his dead Brother, and both deteſt & curſe 
the treachery and memory of Alſemero. The criminall Iudges are advertiſed hereof, 
who ſpeedily ſend poaſt after him : but hee is mounted on a ſwift Gennet, and like 
Bellerophon on his winged Pegaſ@s, doth rather flic then gallop : but his haſt isin vaine 
for the juſtice of the Lord will both ſtop his Horſe,and arteſt him. He is not recove 
halfe way from Alicant towards Ualentia, but his Horſe ſtumbles and breakes his fore- 
l:g, and Aſjemero his right arme 5 heis amazed, perplexed, and inraged hereat, and 
knowes not what to doe, or whither to flie for ſafety : for he ſees no buſhnor hedge 
to hide him, norlane to ſave him 3 and now he repents himſelfe of his fa&, bur it 1s 
too late : his Horſe fayling him, he truſteth to his legs, and ſothrowing off his cloake, 
runnes as ſp-edily as he may : but the foulneſle of his fact doth till ſo affright him, 
and terrihe his conſcience , as he 1s afrayd of his owne ſhadow , lookes ſtill backe, 
imagining thatevery ſtone he ſees is a Sergeant come to arreſt him 3 yea,his thoughts, 
like ſo many Blood- hounds, purſue and follow him , ſweating exceedingly, partly 
through his labour, but eſpecially through the affljtion and perturbation of his mind 3 
yea,cvery poynt of a minute he both expeCteth and feares his apprehenſion. 

Neither 1s his feare or expectation vaine' 3 for loe, heat laſt perceives foure 
come galloping after him as faſtas their Horſes can drive. So they finding firſt his . 
poore Horſe, and now eſpying his miſerable ſelfe, he ſees he is invironed of all 
ſides, and thinkes the earth hath brought forth Cadmear men to apprehend him 3 yet 
remembring himſclfe a Gentleman, and withall a Souldier , he reſolves rather to {-1 
his life dearely in that place, then to be made a Spectacle upon an infamous Scaffold- 
but this courage and reſolution ſhall neither prevaile.or reſcue him. 

Hee to this effe&t drawes his Rapier, the which the foure Sergeants will him to 
yield , andrenderupto the Kings lawes and juſtice : but he is reſolute to defend him- 
{clfe - They threaten him with their Piſtols ; but their ſight doe as little amaze him, 
as their report and bullets. Sothey alight from their Horſes, and environ him with 
their Swords, and having hurt twoof them , and performed the part of a deſperate 
Gladiator, the third joyning with him, they breake hisR apier within foot of the 
Hilt, whereat he yields himſ(clfe. 4ſemero thus takenyis the farne night brought backe 
to Alicant in whoſe Gatesand Streets a wonderfull concourſe of yore aſſemble to ſee 


him paſle, whoas much putty his poxtan, as execrate and cd ne his fa 
The Senate is aſſembled, 


emero brought to appenge who conſidering the 
hainouſneſle of his treacherous a bloody fat 3 whichthe Nivell had cauſed him 


to commit, he ſtayesfor rio witneſſes, but accuſeth himſelfe of this Murther , the 
which from point to point hecorfeſleth 5, and ſo they adjudgehim to loſe his head : 
but this is too honourablea death for 4 Gentleman who hath fo treacherouſly and 
baſely diſhonoured and blemiſhed his Gentility. As he is- on the Scattold , pre- 
paring himſelfe to dye, and ſeeing no farther hope of life, but the image of death be- 
fore his eyes, knowing it no time now, either todiflemble with God, or to feare the 
Law, he, tothe amazement of all the world, tells the people, that although he kil- 
led Dor Thom iſo Piracquo , yethe had no hand in the Murther of his Brother Don 4- 
lonſo, whom (he ſayd) De Flores , atthe inſtigation of his wicked and wretched wife 


| Beatrice-Toana had murthered and buryed jn the Eaſt Caſemate of the Caſtle 5 and 


withall affirmed, that if he were guilty in any thing concerning that Murther, it was 
onely in concealing it , which he had donetill then , and whereof (he ſaid) he now 
moſt heartily repented himſelfe , as being unwilling any longer tocharge his ſoule 
with it , ſith he wasready to leave this world, and to goe to another, and ſobeſought 
them all to pray unto God to forgive him, whoſe ſacred Majeſty , he confefled , hee 

a 
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hadhighly and infinitely offended; and wiſhed them all to beware, and flic the temp- 


tations of the Devill, and to become better Chriſtians by his example. 
Theludges advertiſed hereof,cauſe his head to be ſtricken off for murthering of Dox 


Thomaſo Piracquo 3 an i his body to be throwne into the Sea, for concealing that of Dor 


Alonſo 5 which was accordingly executed:and from the place of Execution they imme- 
diately goe to the Caſtle,and Gto the Eaſt Caſemate, where cauling the ſtones to bee re- 
moved,they finde the mournefull murthered body of .Dor Alonſo Piracquo, which they 
give to his kinsfolkes to receive a more honourable Buriall-according to his rancke and 
d : and from thence they returne tothe Churches, where the Bodies of De Flores 
and Beatrice Toana were interred ( after they were brought backe from Yalentia ) the 
which for their horrible Murther, they at the common place of Execution cauſe to 
be burned,and their aſhes to be throwne into the ayre,as unworthy to bave any reſting 
Place on earth, which they had ſo cruelly ſtayned and polluted with innocent bloud. 

Loe here the juft puniſhment of God againſt theſe Sevilliſh and bloudy Murtherers! 
at the fight of whoſe executions, all that infinite number of people that were SpeCta- 
tors,umverſally laud aud prayſe the Majeſty of God, for purging the earth of ſuch un- 
naturall and bloudy Monlters 
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GODS wn. 
REVENGE AGAINST THE | 
Cryingand Execrable finne of Murther, 


HisTOR1E V, 


Alibius mwrthergth his wife Merilla © he is diſcovered, firſt by Bernardo, then by Emelia his 
owne daughter:ſo he is apprehended and hanged jor the F ad. 


Ow far are they from having peace with God,and all his creatures, 
when they lay violent hands on their owne wives: yea,when they. 
murther them intheir beds, inſtead of repoſing their ſecrets and 
affections in their boſomes ! Theſe are helliſh reſolutions, and in- 

 fernal ſtratagems,that nature neither allowes, nor grace approves. 
For beſides the Vnion betwixt God and his Church, | there 1s none 
ſo abſolute and perfect onearth,as is that of Man and Wife : for as 
this world hath made them two perſons, ſo God hath-conjoyned 

and made them one ; and therefore what madnefle,nay what cruelty is it to be {o cru- 
ellto thoſe,who(ifnot our ſelves)are at leaſt our ſecond ſelves? Charny ( the daughter 
of heaven)teacheth us to love all the world,buteſpecially thoſe who are our inelolkes 
or friends. Religion (the mother of Charity) ſtepsa degree farther, and inioyneth us 
tolove thoſe who hate us ; yea,theſe likewiſe are not —_ the rules of nature, but the 
precepts of grace: therefore to kill thoſe who love us, and to deprive thoſe of life,who 
(did occaſion preſent) are ready to ſacrifice theirs for the preſervation uf ours, it muſt 
needs proceed rather from a monſter then a man, or rather from a devill then a mon- 
ſter:but ſuch devils and ſach monſtersare but too rife and common in theſe our ſinfull 
times. And amongſt others, I here produce one for example,who for that cruell and in- 
humane fad of his, by the juſtice of God, was juſtly rewarded with a halter. And may 
allthoſe,who perpetrate the like crime, participate of the ſame, or of a worſe puniſh- 
ment. 


N the Pariſhof Spreare, ſome fifteene miles diſtant from the beautifull and noble 
City of Breſcia ( inthe Territories of the Yenetians ) there dwelt a poore countrey 
man, termed Alibizs, who could vaunt of no other wealth left him by bis deceaſed 
parents, but that he was a man of a comely ſtature and: proportion, and withall, that 
they were of an honeſt fame and reputation - ſo if his vertues had anſwered theirs, 


. his poverty hadnever proved fo pernicious and fatall an enemy to him, as to ruine 


his fortunes with his life, and his life with his fortunes © or had the vices of his ſoule 
not contathined or ſtayned the perfeCtions of his body, my penne had ſlept inſ- 
lence, and his Hiſtory laine raked upin the duſt of hisgrave : but firh his aGtions have 
exceeded the bounds both of nature and grace, yea, (ith he hath-learned of the De- 


villtoimbath his hands in poyſon, and toimbrue them ininnocent bloud, I({imcou: 
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raged by the connivencie and fijence of ae not out ofany want of charity to 

| vgbur in'dere of his bloody reſolution and ations, and 
othe comfortand inſtruttion of the living , who may abhorre 
-ot his puniſhment : I have adventured and reſolved to give 
my tragicall Hiſtories , that 7:dfe,as well as Breſcia and 
the whole ian wotld with Rennes oct therof. 


This H/ebjw ie as he had attained the age of five and twenty yeares, married 
an honeſt maiden,termed Merifla being a farmers daughter of the ſame pari of $pre- 
ar. with whom he had but ſmall meanes, and ſhe (to ſpeake trarh) but little wit, and 


lefſe beauty 3 yet ſhe was neither ſo poore, but that ſhe deſerved a good huſband,nor ſo 
hard favoured,but ſhe might content an honeſt one. And indeede, had 4hbivs his care 
and-induſtry anſwered MeriHa's providence and frugality, or his luſtfull eye not 
ſtrayed either beyond his vow given her in marriage,  orher indifferent beauty, this 
match might have proved as fortunat.as it hath ſince ſucceeded miſerable and ruinous. 
For Al;b;yz, whoſe thoughts flew a prtch above his birth, ranke , and meanes, had 
notlived many yeares, in wedlocke, till his prodigality and vanity had waſted and 
diſſipated the greateſt part of that ſtna)l eſtate he had 3 ſo as neceſlity looking 
now. on him , becauſe formerly he diſdained to looke on it , knowing better how to 
play, thenworke, orrather not how to worke , but play ; and ſeeing that his preſent 
meanes could not maintaine him, nor his future hopes promiſe it, he as a true truant, 
and a perfe@ prodigall,” diſdaining to want when he hath it, and when he hath it not, 
ſets up thislewd andunthrifty reſolution with himſclfe , to ſet all at ſixeand ſevyen. 
But this prodigall humourof his doth as much grieve his Wife , as delight him : for 
now ſhe ſees that her ſpinning at home could neither ſerve nor ſatisfie his expen- 
ces abroad, -and that. all ber care and nm was by farre too little Lv aioine 
this vanity '5 which ſhe (poore woman) perceiving, yea, more then fo, con- 
4 ” 05 Ks hopes, now rae ng ſhe with faire wordes, and ſecret and {weete 
oor! tor Faroe nn Bburefe reclaime him from it 3 but this courſe of hers workes 
-& contrary effe&t : for if before he played the prodigall in her abſence, now hee 
-playes the Tyrant in her preſence : for he not onely rejoyceth , and ſtopshis cares 
-againſt her counſell, but rates and reviles her with vile and contemptuous ſpee- 
fach as indeed are infinitely unfit either fora huſband togive,or a wife toreceive: 
Andrhis; asI have beene informed, was the firlt diſtaſt betwixt 4libias and Heril/a. 
But weneed nc goe farre for a Second : Thete isno peſtilent Infection, nor infe- 
@ious Peſtilence to that of haunting and frequenting bad company 3 for it is' a rocke, 
-wheremmany have {uffered Shipwracke 3 it1s a Fountaine that ſends forth inany poy- 
ſoned ftreames to thoſe that taſt or drinke thereot;yea, it 15a Tree, whole fruit 1s by fo 
-much rhe more bitter tothe ſtomacke, as it ſe<mes pleaſing tothe palate, like Pills of 
ſon'icandydin Sugar : and asthat which moſt delights, moſtconfounds the ſenſe ; 
ute breeding an habite, and habite a Second nature, vicious company, whom wee 
take to be our deareſt friends, doe infine prove our molt dangerousenemies, and fo 
much the more dangerous, fith when we would forſake them, we cannot; which our 
-Alibius wil at laſt findetrue 1n himſclf:yea,we ſhal (-e him inforcd to acknowledg ie,as 
having bought and purchaſed it with a woefull and lamentable experience : for now 
he beginnes tolove var; oo paar and Drunkenneſle, that before he hated; 
and to-batethe Goſpel of Chriſt, and the Profeſiours thereof, that before he loved. 
A moſt wretched exchange, where we take from our ſoules, to give to our ſenſes, and 
a woefull ine, where we {ell God,to buy the Devill. 
Poore Meril/agrieving'to ſee that ſhe could not unſee; theſe his ungodly courſes, as 
alſo that it not onely conſumed the ſmall remaynder of his meancs , bo hke wiſe 


% 
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loſt his friends;, and darkned and eclipſed hisreputation, thinkes itrot onely a part 
-of her duty, but of herafteftion to him}, to requeſt ſome vertuousfriend, | or godly 
neigh! our of theirs to deale with him, bexceis, thereby toendeavout toperfpade him 
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from theſe his irregular and prophane courſes : But as thoſe who are ſicke, are ſo de- 

rived of therr taſte, as they cannot diſcerne betweene ſweet and bitter ; So Alibiae, 
licke of the Lethargie of theſe his enormous and diflolute Vices, was ſo farre from 
reliſhing this wholeſome counſell, as he not onely rejected it, but ſcoffed and reviled 
the partie who gave it him +: and it being not ſo ſecretly (or peradventure not ſo wiſe- 
ly) mannaged, buthe comming to underſtand it proceeded from his wife Mer:{/a, 
he tooke itſo paſtionatly and outragiouſly , to ſee his follies revealed by her, who 
was bound to conceale them , as moſt uncivilly and inhumanely checking her, hein 
the heat of his diſpleaſure and revenge , ſome monethsforſakes her company , and 
many her bed ;whereat , fuch was her tender affeftion to him , and his diſreſpect to 
her,as I know not whether ſhe more grieved,or he rejoyced. 

The motives of his third diſtate to his Wife, were grounded upon her barren- 
nefle and ſterility 5 as if 1t were in her power togive him a Child , when Gods plea- 
ſure and providence was to give none to her, without conſidering that the barren- 
nelle aud truitfulnefle of a woman comes all from the Lord , or without remembring 
that ſome Children are borne for a curſe , asothers for a bleſſing to their parents: 
or 4s if his earthly vanity could teach Gods ſecret Divinity , what were fitteſt for 
him , andyet theſe reaſons cannot prevaile againſt his unreaſonable ſelfe, and there- 
fore this, amongſt the re(t of hisdiſtaſtes , hee,or rather the Divell for him, throwes 
in againſt his Wite : That if be had a Child, he ſhould be a good busband, and not before : as if 
hee deſired and {ought ſome pretext and colour, though never ſo unjuſt and ungodly, 
to cover his vices and prodigalityzor inthe eyes of theW orld to bolſter out and apolo- 


pize his jarring and ſquaring with his Wife : yea, his impudencie was growne tothe 


eight of this mpiety, that he often affirmed, his Wife was the cauſe of his poverty 3 
forifſhe would give him no Child,God would gave him no proſperity. 
Now, as all women by nature generally defire Children 3 ſo it isa great affliction 
(I will not ws a curſc)to them , if they have none. But theſe unjuſt ſpeeches of Al;- 
bias , dogjuitly and infinitely afflift his Wife Meri//a, who (that no farther diſcord 
might trouble the harmony of their wedlocke) {-nds her tearesto earth, and her 
prayers to heaven.that her bleiled Saviour would be pleaſed to blefle her with achild 
whenGod, ſecing his prophane hypocrilie, which he will revenge, and underſtanding 
herveligious zeale, which hee will reward, out of the ineſtymable treaſure of his Mer- 
cie and providence, grants her her requeſt, and him his deſire : {o as in ſhort time ſhee 
ſees her ſelfe the mother.,and him the father of a young daughter,termed Emclia. 

The fourth reaſon ofhis diſtaſte of bis Wite, was, that ſeeing time runne on in his 
{wift cariere,and his prodigality(tzll remayning, as alſo thathis maſke of his Wife's 
fterilitie was taken away ; hee that was heretofore ſo deſirous of a child, now thinkes 
this ane to bee ane tao many » becauſe ({aith hee) hee can no way indure the crying 
andtrouble thereof. But is there any thing ſo unnaturall or ridiculous as this 2 Now, 
if he murmure at this his child, during her infancie, he will -mych more ſtorme at 
her , when the comes to riper yeares : and obſerving that her mother doth ſubtraft 
from his peace , toadde toher maintenance, thisdoth againe extreamely vege 
and afflict him : Sthet his child , whom hee pretended ſhould bee the cagle of his 
joy and pro; Perity, 15now that of his griefe 3 and as hee thinkes, of his farther pover- 
ty and mſery - thewhich , poore Meril/ahis wife , to her unſpeakeable and inceffable 
gricfe, palpably perceiveth, aſwell in bis uncharitable and malicious ſpeeches, banded 
toher forher daughter Emclia's ſake , as to Emelia for her ſake : But whar know we, 
whether God hath purpoſely ſent his daughter, to revenge the anjurics and wrongs 
that her father intendeth to her Mother 2 | 

His fift, and (as yet) bis laſt diſtaſte agatnſt his wite, proceeds from his obſerving 
thather beauty is withered and decayed 3 not that heretafore hee knew her faire - but 
that ſhee is not ſo faire now, as has hee firſt marnied her - as if time and age 
had nat powerto wither the bluſfomes of our youth , as the Sunne hath Om the | 

| reſhe 
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freſheſt Roſes and Lillies. But as all his former diſtaſts towards his wife, bewray his 
inclination to prodigality and prophaneneſle : ſo this laſt of his doth manifeſtly diſ- 
cover his addiction to luſt , and his affeftion to Whoredome - for it is impoſſible for 
our wives to {ceme foule in oureyes, except there be ſome others ſeemes fayrer + as 
blackneſle ſeemes blacker when it is compared and paralleld with whineneſfo : and 
this indced is the Vulture and Viper that ſtickes ſo cloſe to his breſt, and ſo neere to 
his heart, yea , thisis hisdarling and boſome finne that wil ſtrangle him , when it 
makes greateſt ſhew to kiſſe and imbrace him. 

Alibivs , powerfully ſollicited by theſe five ſeverall diſtaſtes conceived againſt 
his wife Merill/a , who poore woman rides at an Anchor inthe tranquillity of her in- 
nocency , whiles hee (in the heat and height o&his youth) floated in the Ocean of 
his voluptuouſneſſe and ſenſualitie, but eſpecially provoked by his owne poverty and 
penury 3 who now beganne to appeare to him ina leane and miſcrable ſhape : hee 
leaves his wife and family, and betakes himſelfe to the ſervice of Gentlemen, 
thinking thereby to ſtop the current of his prodigality, and to finde out the invention 
and meanes, faturely to get thzt which formerly he had expended : which reſolution 
of his had beene indeed commendable, if the integrity of his heart had beene anſiyer- 
able tothe ſweetneſle of his tongue : but wee ſhall ſee the contrary,and finde by his ex- 
ample,that Snakes alwaies lurke under the fayreſt and greeneſt leaves. 

During which time, hee ſerves ſom? Gentleman of worth and quality, but one of 
eſpeciall accomptand reputation 3 not diſtant above three {mall miles ' ha the City 
of Breſcia, who being an excellent Houſe-keeper, and a good member of the com- 
mon-vzeale, there Al;bivs (had hee had as much Grace as Vanity, or as much Religion 
as impiety)might have forgotten his old vices,and have learned new Vertues: but if he 
delighted to become excellent in any thing , it was firſtto beea perfe& Carver and 
Wayter,then to be decent in his apparell;and laſt of all,to bee ſmooth in his ſpeeches, 
andaffable and pleaſing in his complements, without any regard at all, either tore- 
forme the vanity of his thoughts, or to controule his diffolute and dangerous actions. 

Having thus paſt away many yeares abroad in ſervice, and very feldome or never 
either ſeene 8preare , or viſited his Meri/a and Emelia : hee at laſt ſeeing of the one 
fide, that age beganne to Snow on his head; and that the greateſt wealth ofa Serving- 
man,was.,to have onely a new Livery,and a full belly, to have many verball, but no re- 
all fiends,reſolved to leave his ſervice, as alſo his wife and daughter in Spreare:and fo 
to travell toYerice, hoping there in ſome honeſt place, and unployment,to ſerve the 
Seigniorie,or at leaſt ſome one of theMagnifico's or Clariſſemg's:but then conſidering the 
charge of the journey,the weakeneſle of his purſe, and the uncertainty of his advance- 
ment and preferment, he reſolves fora time to ſojourne1n Breſcrazand to watch if any 
occaſion or accident preſented,whereby hee might repaire and raile his fortunes. 

Hee had not long lived in this City(which for antiquity, beauty,fituation, wealth and 
fidelity(after Ueniceit ſelfe)gives not the hand to any of herlſiſter Cities of that ſtates) 
but his eies(as the luſtfull ſentynells of his heart )eſpie ſo many beauties, as he began to 
loath his own wifeMeri//a,and to wiſh her in another world,that he might have another 
"_ in this.Lc,here the divell beginnes with him anew to perſwade him'to hate his 
WITE. 

Abiding thusin Breſcia, it fell out that hee, who bore the ſilver rod intoken of 
honour.and Juſtice (or ratherof honour to Juſtice)before the poonenee or chiefe Ma- 
giſtrate of this City dyed : and tothis Office 4libivs (becauſe hee knew himſelfe a 
grave and -perſonall-man) aſpired -: and what through the, ref] are of his gravitie, 
through his ſmooth tongue , and fayre ſpeeches - but eſpecially by making many 
' friendsto the Podeſtate and Senators, he at laſt obtained it : a place indeed, more ho- 
nourable then profitable, and yet worthat leaſt one hundred Zechines, per annum, be- 
© ſides his diet. - This 'preferment makes A /ibixs looke aloft, and fo hee ſcornes his 
' poore wife Merilla, as if there were no paritie and {impathie betwixt her rags and his 
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robes : yea, hee would not fee Spreare , nor ſuffer herto ſee Breſcia, and the devill was 
ſo buſte with him , or hee with the divell, that in hope of a richer and fayrer: Wife, 
hee reſolues to poylon her according as hee heretofore had many times thonght and 
premeditated : and that which egged and threw him on, with more violence and pre- 
cipitation, was a proud conceit of himſelfe, and ofhis much dignity and preferment. 
But as povertie many times betalls us for our good, ſo ſometimes, wealth and proſpe- 
rity brings us misfortune and miſery. | | 
ot long after,another accident falls out,which doth likewiſe much rejoyce him,An 
honeſt Cittizen of Breſcza,of his own name.though no way his kinſman,dies (& as ſince 
it hath been ſhrewdly imagined, not withont vehement ſuſpicion of poyſon) leaving a 
rich widdow,named Phzlatea : and for the familiarity and good conceit hee had of out 
Alibius, as alſo induced thereuntothrough his hypocritall thew of honeſty and piety, 
makes him ſole overſeer of his will:{o neatly & ſmoothly did our Alibixs work and infi- 
naate himſelfe in his favour:But the maſke of this his hypocriſic ſhall be ſoon puld off; 
Alibins (ſeeing Philatea young , rich and faire, hee lookes on her more often then on 
her huſbands teſtament:and ſo wiſhing his wife Meri//a 1n his adopted kinſmans grave, 
and himfelte in Philatea's bed , hee bends his purpoſes and intents that way, as ſo ma- 
ny lines that runne totheir Center : yea , foſtrongly hath the devill pollefled- him 
with theſe helliſh delignes and bloudy reſolutions, as his love to Philatea, defacing his 
reſpect to Meril/a, hee ſees her a blocke in his way, and a ſtop to his perferment, and 
ſo concludes that (hee mult bee removed and diſpatched : to which efte&, to draw 
his mfull contemplation into bloudy ation, hee rides over to Spreareto her 3 and un- 
der colour of tender love and affection, hee in Milke, Wine, and roſted Apples, gives, 
her poyſon 3 when ſeeing it would not worke his deſired ctfect, he after takes an OCCa- 
ſion, purpoſely to quarrell with her, & ſo very lamentably(in preſence of their daugh- 
ter Emelia)reviles and beates her, and returnes to Breſcia, {till hoping that the poyſon 
yet might operate,and diſperſe it {elfe in herveines, and that ſhortly hee ſhould heare 
newes of her death.Loe here Albius his firſt attenipt in ſeeking to murther his Wite, 
Inthis meane time hee layes cloſe liedge to Philatea's Chaſtity, who not ſo honeſt as 
faire, 15 ſoone drawne to inne , and proſtitutes her ſelfe to his beaſtly pleaſure , and 
having no regard to her reputation , conſcience, or ſoule, conſents to this bitter- 
ſweet {inne of Adultery the which laſcivious familiarity is ſo long continued betwixt 
them, till at laſt Philatea's ſtraight Bodies become too ſmall, and her Apron too ſhore 
for her; when ſecing it high time to provide for her fame, ſhee acquaints Alibins here- 
with, and afkes his advice, whether ſhe ſhall marry with one of her ſervants : Alibixs 
meaning to keepe the Farme for himfelfe, whereof hee had already taken poſleſſion, 
bids hernot to take care fora huſband , buttobee of good comfort, and that farre 
within her time, hee would provide a place for her to lay downe her great belly 3 yea, 
{o ſecret, as her owne heart could either wiſh or deſire. | | 
Butif our miſerable Alibins were before reſolved to murther his poote harmeleſſe 
Wife Merilla,this newes,and theſe {peeches of Philatea,ſet him all on firezand fo (having 
conſulted with the Devill)he vowes ſhe ſhall not live:to which end, he provides him» 
ſelfe of ſtronger poiſon,and ina dark night(when as he flatters himſclfe with hope,that 
the Heavens were ſo unjuſt and inhumane to conſpire with him in the Murther of his 
Wife)he takes horſe inthe Eaſt Suburbe of Breſcia,and ſo rides toward Spreare. 

But ſee the juſtice, and withall the providence and mercie of our indulgent God ! 
who vouchafed , and yetreſolved toreſtraine and diverthim from this his bloudy 
enterpriſe, by an accident as ſtrange as true - for a mile'out of Breſcia, as Alibins rides 
by the common place of execution, his Horſe ſtumbles , and falls under him right a- 
ng it, with which fall his ſhoulder is out of joynt. '* Oh-what a caveat was this 

or Alibius , if he had had the leaſt ſparke of grace tohave made good uſe hereof! 
But the Devill had bewitched his underſtanding and judgement : for he could ſee by 
no other eyes,bur by thoſe of revenge and bloud. | 
Arriving 
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— at his houſe at Spreare, hee , contrary to his hopes , findes his daughter 
Emeliawwh her mother (who by this time was married likewiſe to a poore Coun- 
trey man of Spreare) whole ſight and preſence was, for thattime, a ſtop to the exe- 
cation of her fathers poyſoning defigne on her mother 3 for hee feared that ſhee had 
formerly diſcovered and ſuſpected this his purpoſe and reſolution, as indeed ſhee had: 
wherefore hee forbore toadminiſter it , onely becauſe hee would not loſe all his la- 
bour , hee againe quarrells with his Wife, - and after hee had reviled her with many 
ſcandalous and contumelious ſpeeches, hee in the preſence of his (mournefull)daugh- 
ter, doth exceedingly beate her ; who (weeping to ſee her mother weepe) infinitely 
grieved to bee an eye-witneſle of this inhumane and babarous cruelty of her father : 
And ſo for that time Alibizs againe permitted his Wife to live 3 But this will prove no 
pardon,but onely a ſhort reprivall for her. 

Returning againe to Breſcia , it is not long before Philatea doth againe tmportune 
himto provide for the concealing and falving of her ſhame , alleadging that her time 
drew on, and that it was more then time to provide her a husband. Alibius, at 
theſe her ſecond afſummons, beginnes to louke about, and reſolves at what rate, or 
in what manner ſoever , now to ſend his Wife into another world 3 yet (as Ithinke, 
orever underſtood) conceales his purpoſe from Philatea. Milerable wretch ! had hee 
not participated more of the nature of a Tyger , then a man, or of a Devill then a Ty- 
ger, hee would never havelayd violent hands on his owne Wife, whom earthand 
heaven had made fleſh of his fleſh, and of two bodies one ; yea, or had hee had fo 
much grace to have conſidered, that the ſilver wand he bore before the Podeſtate,was 
for the ſcourging and puniſhing of ſinne + Methinks it ſhould have made him more 
charitable,and not ſo bloudy to attempt it.But what wil not luſt enterpriſe,and revenge 
execute, if wee neither feare God with our hearts, nor love him with our ſoules ? 

Perſeverance in Grace and vertue is excellent, but in ſinne lJamentable. Albizs 
hath had yearesand time enough to wipe away his cruelty towards his wife : but the 
longer he lives, the deeper roote it takes in him, yea, he will neither give the flower of 
his.youth, nor the branne of hisage toGod, but that to pleaſure, this to Revenge and 
Murther, and both tothe devill:for now he is reſolute to finiſh this mournefull and 
bloudy Tragedy, that he hath ſo long deſired, and ſo often attempted : and now in- 
deed the fatall time approacheth, wherein innocent Meril/a, by the Murtherous hand 
of her husband, muſt be ſent out of this World to ſee a better. 

Alibins having waited on the Podeſtate to ſupper,takes horſe, a little before the gates 
of the City were ſhut : and having his former poyſon in his pocket, away hee ridesto 
Spreare:but toaCt his villany with the greater ſecrecy, he maſketh and diſguiſeth him- 
ſelfe:approaching his houſe, hee in the next Meddoy ties up his horſe toa tree,and ſo 
knockesat doore.Poore Meril/a his wife wasin bed and a fleepe with (a little GirleJher 
Grandchild, named Pomerea, the daughter of her daughter Emelia, whom, withouta 
Candle, ſhee ſends downe to open the doore, aſfuring her ſelfe (as indeedit proved too 


true for her) that it was her huſband A4libius Pomerea aponng the doore,lets one in,but 


whom ſhee knowes not:and then for feare retiresto the kitchin,which ſhe ſhuts faſt on 
her.So Alibius mounts to his wives Chamber, and after ſome words gives her a potion 
(ſome ſay of milke)bitterly ſagred with poyſon,and forceth it downe her : who poore 
ſouleis amazed hereat, and with her weake ſtrength cryes out for helpe,but in vaine- 
Hee being devilliſhly refolved,now to make ſare worke, takes a billet out of the 
Chimney, and ſo diſpatcherh and kils her in her bed (without giving her any time to 
commend her foule unto God) and ſo very haſtily ruſheth forth the doore. 
-  Pomerea,fearing that which was happened, lightsa candle, and aſcendsup the cham- 
ber where ſhee ſees the lamentable ſpeCtacle of her Murthered Grand-Mother , hot, 
reeking and ſmoaking in her bed : whereat ſhee is amazed , and makes molt woefull 
cries and mournefull lamentations : when wringing her hands, and bitterly ſighi 
and weeping , ſhee knowes not whattodoe, or what not todoe in this her Cons 
wret 


Hiſt. V. Albius and Merilla, 63 


wretched perplexity , in which meane time Alibias going: for his horſe, findes onely 
the halter : for his horſe is grazing inthe Meddaw : hee diligently ſeekes him, but 
cannot a long time ſet ſight of him which indeed doth much aſtoniſh and amaze him : 
but at laſt he findes him, and ſo gallops away to Breſcia : wherethe better to delude 
the World, and to caſt a miſt "6. at their cies, heeis againe by ſixe of the Clocke in 
the mo-ning waiting upon the Podeſtate,and conducting him to the Doxxo, or Cathedral 
Church of that City.But this policy of his ſhal not prevent his deteCtion & puniſhment, 

In this meane time , Poxerea runnes tothe neereſt neighbours, and divulgeth the 
Murther of her Grandmother. Many of the neighbours,flock thither, to ſee this blou- 
dy and woefull ſpectacle : the Corrigadors of Spreare are acquainted herewith : they 
ſend for Chirurgions, who vilit the dead body, and report thee is both poiſoned and 
beaten to death : they examine poore Poxerea, who relates what thee ſees and knowes: 
they ſend every where to ſearch forthe Murtherer. By this time the newes hereof 
comes to Breſcia. Alibizs (like a counterfet miſcreant)is all in teares, yea, hee ſheweth 
ſuch living affeCtion to the memory of his dead wife ; ashee ſends every where to 
find out the Murtherer, But God will not have him eſcape, for in due time wee ſhall 
ſee him brought forth and appeare to the world in his colours. 

' Alibizs , notwithſtanding his teares in hiseyes, having ſtill a hell in his conſcience, 
is afrayd,leaſt Emelia his daughter (meafuring the ſubſequent by the antecedent)bold 
him to bee her mothers Murthererzand becauſe the Corrigadors of Spreare ({uſpettin 
her) have taken ſureties for her apparance : hee, the better toinſinuate with her,uſe 
her with more then wonted courtelie and aftability , imagining , that ifher mouth 
were ſtopped, hee needed not feare any others tongue : But this politike ſleight of his 
ſhall not prevaile. 

Now by littleand little, Time, (the conſumer of all things) beginnes to weare away 
the crying rumor of this Murther : and ſo Alib;zs thinking himſelfe ſecure, e're three 
moneths be fully expired, | forgetting Meri{/a, takes Philateato his ſecond wife : which 
being knowne 1n Breſcia, many curious heads of that City (though not upon any ſub- 
ſtantial ground, but onely out of preſumptive circumſtances)vehemently ſuſpect that 
Alibius Pad a deepe hand in the Murther of his late wife Meri/a : but they dare not 
ſpeake it alowd, becauſe he was well beloved both of the podeſtate himſclte (for that 
yeere being)and generally of all the Senators. 

But as Murther pierceth the Cloudes, and cryes for revenge from Heaven, ſo wee 
ſhall ſee this of Alibis, miraculouſly diſeovered, and e're long, ſeverely puniſhed : for 
when hee thought the ſtorme paſt, and faw the Skies cleere, when, I ſay, hee imagined 
that all rumours and tongues were huſhed up in ſilence, and that hee thought on no- 
thing elſe, but to paſle his time ſweetly and voluptuouſ]y with hisnew and faire wife 
Philatea, then, when all other meanes and inſtruments wanted, to bring this his obſcure 
and bloudy fact tolight : Lo, by the Divine proyidence of Gad, wee ſhall ſee Alibius 
himſelfe be the cauſe,and inſtrument of his owne diſcovery. 

For after he had married Phlatea (which I take to bee the firſt light.of ſuſpeting 
him of his wife Merilla's Murther) (1fmy information-bee true, asIconfidently be- 
leeye it 18) this is the ſecond. : Alihigs under the pretext of ather bulineſle, ſends for 
one Bernardo, of the pariſh of Fpreare, tocome to him to Breſcza. Now, forour better 
light and information herein, asalſo for the more orderly contriving of this Hiſtory, 
wemuſt underſtand, that this Berardo was an old aflociate and diſflplute companion of 
Alibius ; whom (as it is well knowne by thoſe whoknew them) hee had many times 
uſed and made his ſtickler and agent in many of his former lewde courſes ST cnt 
re : not that any way thinke hee had ang yang inthe, pet Murther of Meri//a: 

rthen (I know) fuch is the Candour and Wiſedome of the Caryigadors of Spreare, 


and ſuch is the cleere judgement and zeale of the Senators of + ay to juſtice, that hee 
had nevereſcaped,but had beene apprehended and bronghtto his tryall. 
Wee muſt underſtand , that this Bernardo was likewiſe a companion of E- 
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melia'huasband : yea ſcarce any one day paſt, but they were knowne and ſeene toge- 


ther in tippling houſes; and other ſuch lewd and vicious places, whereasdrinke was 
{all a moſt treacherous and unſecret Secretary. 

It may bee that what Mer#{la told her husband privately, hee diſcovered it publike 
ly to Bernardo : who comming ( as we have formerly heard) to Breſc;a, after his con- 
ference with Alibins , hee fell to his old vaine of tippling and carowſing ,” and there 
without the North gate of Breſcza (which lookes towards Bergamo) having more mo- 
ney then wit, and more wine thenmony, m the middeſt of his cups, told hee was 2 
Contadyne, or,Countreyman of Spreare : that hee knew Alibius as great as now hee 
bore himſelfe, and that hee Murthered his poore wife inthe Countrey, to have this 
fine one in the City. Which ſpeeches of his hee reiterated and repeated often : yea, 
ſc often, as they fell nottothe ground, but fome of his lewd companions tooke no- 
tice thereof; and one amongft the reſt, being inwardly acquainted with Al;bius went 
and ſecretly advertiſed him hereof : who(under-hand) ſends away for Bernardo where 
hee was, and wrought ſowith him, as fince that time he was never ſeene in Breſcia. But 
this report of his remained behind him. a 

A ſecond light which Abixs gave to the diſcovery of this his Murther, was, that 
thinking the way cleere,and all ſuſpicion vaniſhed, he converted hisafteGtion into con- 
tewpt, and his courteſie to diſreſpect and unkindneſle towards his daughter Emel;a, by 
taking away the greateſt part of that ſmall meaneshee gave her towards her mainte- 
nance : which uncharitable and unnaturall partof his, threw this poore womaninto 
ſo bitter a perplexity, as knowing in her conſcience that her father was her Mothers 
Murtherer, ſhee exceedingly apprehended and feared; left he would attempt todiſ- 

atch her likewiſe : the which ſhee farre the more doubted, becauſe her father had 
bayled her, but 'not as yet freed her frotriher appearance beforethe Corrigadors of 
Spreare. But here; -as ſimple as ſhee was thee enters' into many conſiderations with 
herſelfe ; that to accuſe her father , wouJd be as great a diſobediencein her,as it wasa 
cruelty in him to Murther hermother. . 'She 1s along tiine trreſolute;erther ro advatice 
or retire in this her purpoſe and enterpriſe +'and here ſhee conſults berwixt nature and 


the doore, ruffling in his garded gowne and yelvet cap, with his ſilver wand in hishand 
( asif hee were fitter tochecke others "then to' be controuled himfſelte 7) Wore » 
ondu 
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condu tthe poleſtate to the Dow2. Alibins little dreames how neere hee istodanger, 

or danger to him : hee is by an Iſbiere or Serjeant called into ſpeake with the Pode- 

ſtate : an1although his conſcience inwardly torment him, yet hee puts a good (or at 

leaſt a brazen) countenance on all, and ſo very cheerefully comes before him : at his 

firſt arrivall, his velvet cap and (ilver wand (thoſe dignified markes of honour and ju- 
{tice) aretaken from him, and conſequently his office : (becauſe theſe are rewards 
onzly proper to vertue, and not to vice) hee is examined by thoſe worthy Magiſtrates; 
who beare gravity in their lookes, wildom? in their ſpeeches, and juſtice in their aQi- 
ons. Alibius hath many ſmooth words, for the defence of his crime, which with the 

ayd and varniſh of his gracefull geſture, hee ſtrives toextenuate and palliate, but in 

vaine- : for hee hath todoe with thoſe Magiſtrates, who cannot be deluded, or carri- 
ed away, either with the ſugar ofa lye, orthe charme of anevaſion. So they com- 

mit him cloſe priſoner, where hee hath both time and leaſure to thinke on the foule« 

nelle of his faCt,and the unnaturalneſle and barbarifme of his cruelty. 

The Munday following, the Corrigadors of Spreare ſend Emelia to Breſcia, where, 
the next day the Podeſtate, Prefect and Senators examine her : we firſt exhorther to 
conſider , that (hee ſpeakes before God : and although Alibzzs be her earthly father, 
yet hee is her heaveniynthey conjure and ſweare her to ſpeake the truth,and no more: 
and becaule they ſee her a ſ1mple illiterated woman, they informe her what the vertue 
and nature ofan oathis. When Ezzelia falling on her knees, wringing her hands, 
and ſtedfaſtly looking up towards heaven,ſhe(bitterly weeping & ſighing) fora pretty 
while, had not the power to-utter a word : The Prefe&t with milde exhortations'and 
ſpeeches incourageth her to ſpeake, when with many teares and interrupted fighes,ſhe 
at laſt proffereth theſe words, My father hath often beaten my Mother , and even 
layne her for dead : and at other times, hee hath given her poyſon, and hee it is and 
noother that hath now murthred her.One of the Senators, (ſome ſay it was the Pode- 
ſtate , whoas much favoured Alibius, as hated his crime: ) bade Emelia looke to her 
conſcience,and her conſcience toGod , and withall to conlider;that as Meril/a was her 
Mother,ſo Al/ibius was her Father. Whereat ſhe bitterly weeping,againe ſaid,that what 
ſhe had already ſpoken was true, as ſhe hoped to injoy any part of heaven. So they 
binding her to give evidence at the great Court of the Province, which ſome foure 
ont after was to be held in the Caſtle of their Citie, they diſmiſſe her, 
| Inwhich meanetime Alibixs is viſited in priſon by divers of his acquaintance:yea; 
ſome of the chiefeſt Senators themſelves afford him that honour and. charity , they 
deale with him about his crime - but in vaine, for he takes heaven andearth towit- 
neſle , that he is innocent, yea, he ſeemes to be ſoreligious and conſcionable in his 
ſpeeches, ashe drew many of inferiour ranke and underſtanding to beleeve,that his 
accuſation wasnot true, and his impriſonment unjuſt and falſe. ButGod will ſhortly 
unmaſke his hypocriſie,and to his ſhame and confuſion, lay openand diſcover to the 
whole World,his unnatural and bloudy cruelty. 

And now the time 1s come, that the Duke and Seigniory of Yerice-areuſed to de- 
pute and'ſend forth Criminall Indges, to deſcend and paſle thorow the provinces of 
wir territories and dominions : to fit upon all capitall malefaQors,. and to puniſk 

em according to their deſerts. ' A cuſtome indeed held famous, not onely im the 
Chriſtian, butin the whole univerſall world : and whereby the Yexetiar State doth un+ 
doubtedly receive both glory, vigour,and life, ith it not onely preſerveth their peace; 
and  propagateth their tranquillity 3 but alſo rooteth out and exterminateth all thoſe 
that (by their lewd and diflolute aftions) ſeeke to impugne and infringe it! 

| Thustheſe high and Honourable Tudges (being in number two for every diviſion) 
having diſpatcht their bulineſle' (or rather that of the Seigniories) in Padua, Viucenſi 
Vironaand Bergamo, are now arrived in Breſcia, inthe Caſtle whereof, '(which is both 
conſpicuous to the eye) they keepe their Forum and Tribunall. 'And 

becauſe'this Citic 1s exempted from the Province ,: as bemg particularly: mdowed 
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with a peculiar juriſdiftion,and honoured with many honourable priviledgesandpre- 
nves : therefore (Meri{/a being Murthered in the Province) Al/tbiws is -out 
of is firſt priſon, andby one ofthe chiefeſt and graveſt Senators deputed for that 
purpole by the Podeſtate, and Senate, conducted and conveyed to the Caſtle, there 
to bee arraigned by'thoſe two great Iudges : and although this aforeſaid Senator was 
{d wiſeand — as hee ſeemed to have the art of perſwaſionin his ſpeeches : bo 
by the way, uling his beſt oratory and charity todraw Alikizs from denyall, to confel- 
ion, and from that to'contrition atid repentance, his heart was {till y rverſe and 
obdurate, as henotwithſtanding perſevered in his wllfull obſtinacy, and perempton- 
ly continued and {ſtood upon the poynts of his innocency ,- and juſtification. So fronp 
was the Divell yet with him - 


But while an infinite number of ſpeQators gaze on Alibive as he tsin the Ca- 


file : and hecheerefully andcareleſly converſed with ſome of hisacquaintance , asif 
the innocency of hisconſcience were ſuch, as his heart feltno griefe nor perturbati- 
on : Lo, he 1s called to hisarraignement, whereunto that World of people, who were 
then inthe Caſtle, flocke andiconcurre. 
His thoughts are ſorvaihe, and his vanity ſo ambitious, as he comesto the barre in 
a blacke beaten Satin fute, with a faire Gowne:, and a ſpruce ſetRuffe, having both 
the haire of his head and hislong gray beard neately kombed and cut, yea, with fo 
pleaſarit a Jook,and ſo confident a demeanour,as if he were to receive,not the ſentence 
of his guiltinefle and dearh, bur'that of his innocency and inlargement. Theſe honou- 
rable Iudgescauſe his Inditement to beread , wherein his poyſoning and Murthering 
of his wife, is branched anddepainted outinall its cireumſtanees;whereat his courage 
and confidence 1s yet (notwithſtandmg)'ſo great, as by his lookes he ſeemesno way 
moved, much lefſe aſtoniſhed or afftifted : the witneſſesare produced : firſt, his owne 
daughter Emelia, who with tearesinher eyes ſtands firme to her former diſpoſition, 
that he had often beaten her Mother almoſt t6 death, and:nowhadkilled and p 
ned her; agreeing .inevery point with her dispofitiongiventothe Podeſtare and Pre- 
fe of Breſcia : which torefell , her father Akb3u5, with many plaufible-and ſugred 
ſpeeches, tells his I — ; thathis —_ is incenfed or lunatike ; or eMe that ſhe 
purpoſely ſeekeshislife, tvenjoy that ſmall meanes he hath after hisdeath, and ſo 
runneson ina'moſt extravagantand'impertinent apologie for himſelfe, with many in- 
_ and —_ ſpeeches apainſt her, and:conchades, that he was never owner 
an . | 
| His fadged, out of their honourable inclinatibn, arid zeale to ſacred juſtice, permit 
him to ſpeake without interruption : whe having ended , they beginneto- ſhew 
him the foulenefle of his fact ; yea, like heavenly Crators, they paint him out the de- 
villiſh nature& monſtrous crime of Murther -the which they ſay he redoubleth by de- 
nying it, notwithſtanding that they have evidence as cleere as the Sun to convince him 
therof : and ſo they call for two Apothecaries boyes, who ſeverally aftirme , they 
ſold him Rattes-bane attwo ſeverall times. I c04 | 
; But the devill is ſtill ſo ſtrong with Al;be2, as though his conſcience doth hereat af- 
flct: and torment him ': yet, there isno change nor {1gne thereof, either ſeene in his 
countenance, ior diſcerned in his ſpeeches, bueſtill he perfeverstn hisobſtinacy 5 and 
in a bravery pretends to wipe off the A 4ries boyesevidence with this poore e- 
vaſion, thathe bg uſed it onely to poyſon Rattes: And'ſo againe with 
ſmooth words, humblecrouches, aed hypocrimicallcomplements, he uſeth-the prime 
of his ſubtilty and invention to make1t appeare'to his Indges, that he had'no'way im- 
brued his. hands in the bloud of his wife : Butthis will notavailebwm , for hers be- 
fore Lynce-eyed Iudges., whoſe integrity and wiſedome' can pierce thorow the 'fog- 
gy miſtsoftxcuſes, and the obſerire Clouds of his far-fetched ſhifts, and -curiningly- 
compatedevaſions.  - :: rh oqavdl Yog (75 In > BIgs 4 
nd now'to cloſe and wide up this Hiſtory, after'the Iury inpatmeliced had am- 
ply 
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ply heard, aſwell the witne{[:s againſt {/biae , as his defence forhimſclfe : and that 
al the world could teſtiie thathis Iudges gave him a faire trial, they return and report 
him guilty of Murthering his wife Meri/a 3 whereat he is put off the barre, and fo 
for that time ſent backe to his priſon : and yet the heate of his obſtinacy being here- 


_ atno way cooled, the edge of his denyall any way rebated, nor the obdurateneſle of 


his heart, the leaſt thing mollifed: hee, bythe way as he paſleth, beating his breſt, 
and _— ———— = _ ſaith, itisnot his crime, ___ w—_—_ of his 
Devilliſh daughter that hath calt him away : yea, alchough many of his compaſhonate 
and Chriſtian friends doe now againe 4 prifon worke and bonds him te- con- 
feſſion; by altteadging him, that God. is as mereifull to the repetitant, as fevere to the 
impenitent and obſrinate,yet,all this will not prevaile. | bY 

The ſecond morne after his conviction , heisbroughtagaine from his'priſon , 6 
the Caſtle, and ſo tothe barre, to receive his Iudgement , where one of the two melt 
honourable Indgesthew him: df | 

Thai is his hearkning to the Devill, and his forſaking of God, that hath brought 
him tothis miſery; paints and points him out his difdolute life , his frequenting of 
bad company ,- his prodigalty-and adultery : but aboveall, his maſked. hypocrilie, 
which he ſaith, in thinking to deceive God , hath now deceived himſelfe : yea , wn 
heavenly and religious ſpeeches, informes him how mercifull and indulgent God 1s 
to repentant ſinners : that hee muſtnow ca(t off hisrhoughts from earth , and aſcend 
and mount them to heaven, and no1lonyerto thinke of his body,but of his ſoulezand fo 
after a learned and Chriſtian-like ſpeech, as well tor the in frudtion ofthe living as 
the conſolation of Alibive , who was now to prepare himſclfe todye - hee pronoun- 
ceth, that for his execrable Murther committed on his owne wife Meri//a, he ſhould 
hang till he were dead : and fo befought the Lord to be mercitull to his ſoule. 

And now is Alibizs againe returned to HE prilp , but ſtill remaineth obſtinate and 
perverſe, affirming to all the World , that as he hath lived, ſo hee will dye 1anocent- 
ly : But God will not ſuffer him to dye, without confefling and repenting this his 
bloudy and unnaturall Murther. 

Theſe his grave and religious Tudges, out of an honourable and Chriſtian charity, 
{end him Divines, to prepare his body to the death of this world, and his ſoule to the 
life of that to come-:theydeale molt effeQually, powerfully and religiouſly with him 
in priſon - and although they f6upd , that the devill had obgly lim and char- 
med him, yea, and are hardned his hearttOhis perdifion : yet God, out of his 
infinit and ineffable mences , addeyh both power and grace th rheit ſpeeches, and ex- 
hortations, ſo as mw beitig opened, Er GE ad afd mtg : they at 
laſt ſo prevaile with him; | terri Gods hiftice;- ar Jngporaged and 
comforted with his tn6rches : he with teares; light.and s confelletthis murther 
of his wife,and not only bitterly repents it, but alſo doth thanke theſe Godly Divines, 
for their harity, cn and zecalefor the preſervation and ſavihgot his ſoule, and doth 
upon his knees beſeechthem to ptay unto the Lord to forgive tn. 

Wee have ſcene Alibius. Murther his wife Meri/a : we haveſeenc his apprehenſion, 
impriſonment,triall,convidtion, and condemnation, for this hisexecrable and bloudy 
fact : wherein we may obſerve how the juſtice of God (till triumpheth o're the remp- 
tation and malice of the Devill , and how Murther , though never ſo ſecretly ated, 
and concealed,will at laſt be deteCted and puniſhed. What reſteth there now, but that 
after we have hereby made good uſe of this example , we ſee Alibins fetched from his 

riſon,& conveyed to the place ofexecution:(whereat(as we have heard)he formerly 
mbled in jeſt,burt muſt now in earneſt)where,although it were timely in the morn, 
(as having the favour to dye alone, and atleaſt three houres before the other condem- 
ned malefaCtors)an infinite number of the Citizens of Breſcia, (of all ranks and of both 
ſexes)aſlembled to ſee Alibins take his laſt farewell of this World. 
At his aſcending up the ladder, his faire gray beard and comely preſence drew pit- 
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ty from the hearts, and teares from the eyes of the greateſt part of the ſpeCators, to ſee 
that the Devill had ſo ſtrongly inchanted and ſeduced him to lay violent hands on his 
wite; and to'fee fo grave and ſoproper an aged man thus misfortunately and un- 
timely caſt away. 

His yo at hisend was briefe and ſhort 3 onely he freely conteſt his crime, and 
with infinite ſighes and teares beſought the world to pray for his ſoule:he lamented the 
Vanity of his youth, and the diſſoluteneſſe of his age : told them, that his neglecc of 

rayer to God, and his too much confidence in the devill, had brought him to this 
mefull endzand therefore em, 1 them againe and againe to beware by his exam- 
ple : and ſo having ſolemuely freed his ſecond wife Philatea from being any way ac- 
uainted or acceflary with the number ofhis firſt wife Merzl/a : hee recommending his 
Grle intothe hands of his Redeemer,dyed as penitently as he had lived diſlolutely aud 
rophanely. 
N And ho was the life and death of Alibizs : the which I was the more willingly ig- 
duced to publiſh, partly, becauſeI was an eye-witneſſe, both of h is arraignement 
and death,(asI returned from my travels,) but more eſpecially,in hope that his exam- 
ple and Hiſtory prove to be asgreat a conſolation to the Gedly, as a terrour tothe 
unrighteous. 


To God bee allGlory andprayſe. 
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TO THE 


RIGHT HONOVRABLE 


AND TRVELY NOBLE, RICHARD 
Lord Buckhurſt, Earle of Dorſet,and Lord 


Lievetcoantot bis Majcſtics County of Suſſex. 


Right Honourable, 


72%} Viof areſolution,whetber more bold or zealous, 
SV) Iknow not,l have adventured this ſecond Book 
F; of my Tragicall Hiſtories co tbe World, un- 

= Þ der Jour Honours Patronage and proteftion : 
| N either need I goe farre to yeeld either your 
FLA Honour, or the World,a reaſon of tha my Pre- 
aac 2 ſumption and Ambition, fb your Vertues 
innobling Jour bloud, a5 much as your Nobility illuſtrates your Ver-' 
tues, was the firfl motive which drew me hereunto : for whiles many 0+ 
thers indeavour to be great, your Honour(reſembling your ſelfe)not 
onely aye) tet tobe yood;as well knowing that Good- 
neſle is the glory and eſſence, yea the life,and as I may ſay, the ſoule 
of Crreatneſle;and that betwixt Grreatneſle and Goodnefle there 
s this difference and diſparity ; that, makes us famous, ths, immor- 
tall . that,belovedof men,this, of 0d, that, accompanieth us only 
$0 0ur Graves, and this, to Heaven, M Jy ſecond preya ing Mo- 
tive in this my Dedication proceeded from the reſpett of my parts- 
cular duty, ( as my firſt was ſolely derived from the confidtration of 
your owne generall and generous Vertaes ) for having the —_— 

ret 
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retaine to your Noble Brother, Sir Edward Sackvile Knight, to 
whom, for many ſmgular reſpets, and(unimerited) favours (whiles 
F am my ſelfe)! owe not onely my ſervice,but my ſelfe ; 1 therein hold 
me oblieged and bound to proffer and impart this part of my Labours 
to your Honour ,as the firit publike teſtimony of my zeale and ſervice, 
eternally devoted and conſecrated tothe Illuſtrious N ame and Fa- 
mily of the Sackeviles; whereof Gods Divine providence hath made 
Jour Honour chiefe Heire and Pillar, The drift and ſcope of theſe 
Hiſtories are to informe the World bow Gods Revenge (till fights 
andtriumphs againſt the crying and execrable finne of(wil- 
full and premeditated ) Murther,which in theſe our ( impure and 
profane)times, is ſo fatally and frequently coincident tounregenerate 
Chriſtians; which Scarlet and bloudy { rime 18 infallibly met with, 
and rewarded by Cyods ſharpe and ſevere puniſhments , having pur- 
poſely publiſhed and droulged them to my deare { ountrey of England 
that they may ſerve ( though not by the Way of compariſon, yet of ap- 
plication ) as the fight of {ulius Cziars bloudy Robe ( ſhemed by 
Marcus Antonius to the Romans in Campo Mart, whey be 
there pronounced bis furerall Oration)thereby tomakehis Murtber 
and Murtherers in the greater borrour and execration with the peo- 
ple. T he Hiſtories of themſelves are as different,as their effefls and 
accidents: their Scenes being wil/ully and /infully laidin divers parts 
of C hriſtendome bezond the ſeas, and the 1 ragedies unfortunate- 
ly perpetrated and perſonated by thoſe, who more adhering to impiety, 
then Cirace,and to Satan then zod, madeſhipwracke if not of their 
ſoules with their bodies; 1 am ſure of their lives with their fortunes,and 
of their fortunes with their lives. T bey themſelves ( or rather their 
fennes)firit brought the Materials, (, onely the collefion, iIuftration, 
and polliſping of theſe their deplorable Hiſtories, which are penned 
in ſo low a ſpbere of ſpeech, and ſo inelegant a phraſe, as they can ro 
waz merit the Honour of your peruſal, uchleſſe of your judgement, 
aud leaſi of. all of your N oble protettion and Patronage, 
\ » Hdowſoever,mg bopes (led and marſhalled by the premiſes) doe as 
as it were flatter mee, that your perfettions will winke at my imper- 
WAL \y + ' fettions 
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feftions, and your curioficy at my ignorance and preſumption, in 
daigning permit this my rude Pampblet,to [alute and pilgrimage the 
IVorld, under the authenticall paſſe-port of your honours fav;ur;who 
of berjelfe is comp3ſed of ſo poore metall (or ratber droſſe) as without 
thepure gold of your Honourable Name, it would runne a bagard, 
not 10 paſſe currant with the curious Wits, and cenſures of this our(too 
curious e too cenſorious)age;wherof could I reft aſſured, ſhruld then 
not onely rejoyce,but triumpb in this my happineſſe,as ſorichly excee- 
ding the proportion of m3 poore Labours and merits, that Icould not 
aſpire to a Greater bonour, nor deſire aſweeter felicuy: eAnd ſo re- 
commending this my imperfett Pampblet ro your favour, my unwor- 
thy ſelfe ts your pardon,and your Honour,your Noble Counteſle, 
and the ſweet young Lady your Daughter, ty ods beſt favours and 
mercies, I will aſſume the confidence and conſtancy to remaine, 


Your Honoars 1n all hu- 
mulity and ſervice, 


H Jonn RzynoOLDs, 
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The Grounds, and Contents 
of theſe HisTor1ss. 


HisToRI1Eg VL 


Viftorina cauſeth Sypontus to ſtabbe and merther her firſt hucband Souranza, and ſhe her ſelfe 
poyſoneth Faſſino her ſecond - ſo they both being miraculouſly deteFed and convided of theſe 
their cruell Marther :,he is beheaded, and ſhe hanged and burnt for the ſame. 


H1isSTORIE VII. 


Catalina canſeth her Wayting-Maid An('lva two ſeverall times attempt to poyſon her owne $i- 
er Berinthiaz wherern failing,ſhe afterwards makes an Empericke, termed Sarmiata, p 
ſon her ſaid maid Anfilva : Catalina is killed with 1 Thunder-bolt.and Sarmiata hang d for 

/oning Anlilva. Antonio ſteales Berinthia aw.ty by her owne con/ent:whereupon her Brg- 
ther Sebaſtiano fights with Antonio,and kils hine in a Duel] : Berinthia 71s revenge hereof, 
afterwards murthereth her Brother Sebaſtianoz ſhe is adjudged to be immured betwixt tws 
Wals, and there languiſheth and dyes. 


HIsTORIE VIII. 


Relluile treacherouſly nrmrthereth Poligny in the ſtreet. Laurieta,Poligny's Miſtris,betrayeth 
Belluile to her Chamber,ard there in revenge ſhoots him thorow the body with a Piſtoll, when 
aſſiſted by her Wayting-Maid Lucilla, they likewiſe give him many wounds with a Ponyard, 
and ſo mnrther him. Lacilla flying for this faF,is drowned in a Lake, and Laurieta is taker 
and hang d and burnt for the ſame. 


HisTORI1E IX. 


Iacomode Caſtelnovo luſt fully fals in love with his daughter in law Perina, his owne ſont 
Franciſcode Caſtelnovo's Wife , whom to injoy, hee cauſeth Terantha firſt to poyſon his 
owne Lady Fidelia, and then his ſaidſonne Franciſco de Caſtelnovo : in revenge whereof, 
P<rina treacherouſly murthereth him in his bed. Terantha, ready to dye in travel of childe, 
confeſſeth her two' Murthers, for the which ſhe is hanged and burnt. Perina hath her right 
hand cat off,and is condenmed to perpetuall impriſonment where ſhe ſorrowfully dyes. 


HisTORIE X. 


Bertolini /eckes Paulina in marriage, but ſhe loves Sturio, andnot himſelfe:he prayes her Bro- 
ther Brellati, his deare friend, toſollicite her for him, which he doth, but cannot prevailes 
whereupon Bertolini lets ſall ſome diſgraceful ſpeeches,both againſt her honour,and his repu- 
tation:for whichBrellati challengeth the Field of him,wher Bertolini kils himtgCh he flies for 
the ſame-Sturio ſeekes to marry her, but his father will not conſent thereunto, and conveyes 
bim away ſecretly: for which two diſaſters,Paulina dyes for ſorrow-Sturio findes out Berto- 
lini,ord ſends him a Challenge. and having him at his mercy, gives him his life at his requeſt: 
be afterwards very treacherouſly kils Stario with a Petronell in the Street from a Window : 
he is taken for this ſecond Myrther.his two hands cut off then beheaded, attd his body thr owne 
into the Rrver. H 2 | GODS 


\ 


OO ——— ot VE -- 
, P k # f - 
0 . 
' #7 | ' FP F "TUCYFAL y \ \'# > TTY BELLCY 4 F k ' p k 
© - 4 > % _ > 4 \* bd r \®. 47 \% 21 1\®- X \* * | p *3 . \#. 11 1 pu *| $ *, Ko 
®» » UC O04 YL +? 'y 3 Ca*4* 43? "T1 HE FLW WY. ww Wi. WM MA IJ i þ # XY WER. +3 
_ - 2 | y % TE 'F1 . Y + Q I 4 % po £4 .Y 
x! Y > "— FS $ 25) > fo 48\ ! io "4 > . o a0 Þ *4\ is *4\ - a Y\ <5) A 
. f »; f y ' Fo "of 4 4 "b 2 . i CT " 
- M = | 
+ 


* UT" _ _—-_ ul ul” DW to of) wv iris & — Oo ol ws & amy  Qw 5 0.40 


THE 


TRIV MPHS OF GODS 


REVENGE AGAINST THE 
Cryingand Execrable ſinne of Murther. 


HisTORIE VL. 


Victorina cayſeth Sypontus to ſtabbe and murther her firſt husband Souranza, andſhe her ſelfe 
poyſoneth Faflino her ſecond : ſo they both being miraculouſly deteFed and convittedof theſe 
their cruell Murther 5,he is beheaded, and ſhe hanged and burnt for the ſame. 


> Here Luſttakesup our deſires and Revenge and/Murthet (eizeth on 
- our reſolutions, 1tis the true way to make us wretched-in this life, 
>) and our ſoules miſerable inthat to come : for if Chaſtity and Cha+ 
> rity(the two precious Vertues and ornaments of a Chriſtian) ſteere 
/9 not our actions on Earth, how ſhall(nay,how can)we hope to arrive 

to the Harbour of Heaven ? or if we abandon theſe celeſtiall Vers 
| tues, tofollow and imbrace thoſe infernall Vices, what doe we bur 
take our ſelves from felicity to miſery, and conſequently give our ſelves from God to 
Satan?But did we ſeriouſly (and not trivially)confider that there is a Heavento teward 
the Righteous,and a hell to puniſhthe ungodly, we would neither defile our hearts,nor 
pollute our ſoules with the thought, much lefle with the ation of ſuch beaſtly and in- 
humane crimes: but in this finnefall age of ours, the mimber is but too great of laſcivi- 
ous and impious Chriſtians, whodelight in the affe&ion and'practice thereof: among 
whom I here repreſent the Hiſtory of an execrable Gentlewoman, and her wretched 
and unfortunate Lover, who were both hrne to honour, and not to infamy: had they 
had as.much grace toſecuretheir lives, as vanity and 1mpiety to ruine them. The Hi- 
ſtory is bloudy, and therefore mournefall:but it we deteſt their crimes, wee need not 
feare'their putiiſhments : for God 1s as gracious and propitious to protect the innocent 
asjuſt and ſeyereto chaſtife the guilty.. . 


JN tte, the beauty of Furope, and in'the City of Yenice ( the glory of Ttaly, the 

Lymph of the Sea, and the pearle and diamond of the world) inthe latter yeares of 

the raione of noble Leonardo Donato (who;as Duke, fate to the helme of that potent and 
: I 


powetfull Eſtate)ſo famons for baniſhing the Tefuits,and for oppoſing himſelſe againſt 
the ifityuion arif fulminations'of Pope Paithas Bnjntuc; inthe Juſt defence and mainte- 
nance of the rt ar hnt> privietueret the'$e4enoty)There was at thattime a w 
demay. pie. lo rother, Yet of well 'neere fifty yeares 019; 'of thenoble Family of 
the Rerald;,named' Se; tivr Tacomo Beraldi, who'dwelt above the RialtoBtidge (that fa-: 
mousMaſter-piece of ArctiiteQure) upoti the ChrmlaGrando, who in'the Aprill = 
H 3 yout 
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youth tooke to Wife the Dona Lucia , daughter to Seigniour LorenzaBurſſo, a Gentle- 
man of Padua, by whom hee had ſeven Children, tour Sonnes and three Daugh- 
ters : ſoas his Wife and hee eſteeming themſelves happy in their Iſſue, paſt away ther 
time in much content and felicity : In God (for ſome ſecret and ſacred reaſons to 
his Divine Majeſty beſt knowne) convene ſmiles into frownes, within the ſpace 
of ſeven yeares, takes away ixe of their Children , ſo astheir eldeſt daughter onely 
remained living , being a young Gentlewoman of ſome eighteene yeares old 3 named 
DonaVidGorina- | 

This young Gentlewoman, being noble, rich, and faire (three powerfull andattra- 
five Adamantsto draw the afteCtions of many Cavaliers) according to her deſert,had 
divers Gallants who ſought her in Marriage:but ſhe was of nature proud, chollericke, 
diſdainefull, and malicious; Vicesenow to rujne both a beauty and a fortune: but of all 
her ſutorsand ſervants,he whom ſhe beſt loved and atfeCted,was one Seigrrionr Sypontas, 
a Gentleman of the City, who was more noble then rich , and yet more debotht and 
vicious then noble ; butotherwiſe a very proper young Gallant : but the perfeQions 
of the body arenothing to be compared to the excellent qualities and indowments 
ofthe minde, for thoſe are but the varniſhes and ſhaddowes of a meete man, but 
theſe the perfeCtions and excellencies of a wiſe man , and therein noble 3 ſith indeed 
wiſdome is one of the trueſt degrees, and moſt eflentiall parts of Nobility. Now if 
ViGorina love Sypontus, with no lefle reciprocall flame and zeale doth ——_— affect 
ViForina : or as his eyes behold the delicacie of her perſonage , and the {weetneſſe of 
her beautyf: ſo his heart loves either, and adoresþboth - yea,1o deep an impreflion hath 
ſheingraven in histhoughts and contemplations, that he 18 never merrytill he ſee her, 
nor pleaſed till he injoy the felicity of her company 3 which Y7&orina rejoyceth to ſee, 
and obſerves with infinite content and delectation. Syportws thus intangled in the 
ſnares of YiF&oring's beauty, and ſheedikewilc in thoſe of his perfe&tions,he reſolves to 
court her, and ſeeke her in Marriage, which he pertormes with much affeftion, zeale, 
and conſtancie, leaving no induſtry, care, curiolity ,, or coſt unattempted, to inrich 
anderowne his deſires with the precious and ineſtimable treaſures ofher love. Iſhould 
make this ſhort diſcourſe ſwell into an ample Hiſtory , to particularize, or punQtually 
relate the Letters, Sonnets, Preſents, Meetings, Dancings, Muſicke, and Banquets, 
which paſt twixt theſe two Lovers, and wherewith Sypertav entertained his deare Mi- 
ſtrefle ViForina:T wil therefore purpolely omit it,and cover my ſelfe with this excuſe, 
which may ſatisfy my Reader,to conſider that Syportws(as before)was an Italiar,whole 
cuſtome and nature rather exceedes then comes ſhort, in all amorous ceremomies and 
complements : And therefore againe to reſume my Hiſtory, I muſt briefely declare, 
that after the protraCtion and receſle of a yearestime,/zForyna conlenteth to Syportue, 
to.be his Wife, ſo farre forth as hee can obtaige thoſe of her father and mother : a fit 
and vertuous anſwerof a qangrecr mherein now not whether ſhe bewray more mo- 
deſty and diſcretion in her ſelte,or reſpect af obedience to her parents. 

Sypontws infinitely pleaſed with this ſweet newes and delightful melody,is as it were 
raviſhed and rapt up 1nto heaven with joy , when flattering himſelfe withthis poore 
hope, that as ViForyna was courteous, ſo he ſhould finde her parents knde to him; he, 
with much reſpect and honour, repaires@o Beraldi and Lxcia, and in faire and diſcreet 
tetmes acquaints them with his 2 aftetion to their daughter Yi&srina 3 whom 
(with as much earneſtneſle as HUME) hee prayes to beſtow her on him for his wie : 
butthis old Conple are as much diſpleaſed at Syportzs his motion, as their Daughter 
Vidorynarezoyceth thereat, and ſo they returne him their deniall inſtead of their con- 
ſent, only in general tearmes they. him for his love and honour,and cegtifie him 
thatthey haye otherwiſe diſpoſed of their daughter. pewter bites the lip,and U;&o- 
ryug hangs her head atthis their bitter and diſtaltfull anſwer, : buthee is too generous 
and amorous tobe put o ft with this firſt repulſe. Whereupon be imployes his Parents 
and kinsfolkes (whereof ſome were of the chiefeſt ranke of Senatonrs and Magnifico's) 
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tzdraw Beraldi afid Laciato:conſent to this matchs but in vaine : for they aredeafe to 
thoſe requeſts,and reſolute 1n their denyall, grounding their refufall upon Sypontes his 
poverty - for they ſee heis become poorezbecauſe inthe laſt trans-marine Warres, the 
Turkes tooke from his father and himſelfe moſt of his Lands and Poflefſions neere 
Scuttari in Dalmatia: and therefore they reſolve to provide a richer huſband for their 
Daughter. The. 1n1quity of our times are as {trange as lamentable : for in matters 
of Marria Ae hovyo} far due regard either to the natures or affeCtions of their chil- 
dren,{til preferre gold before grace, and many times Riches before yertue and Nobili- 
ty, which concurre and meet in one perſonage : but diverſe of theſe Marriages, inthe 
end,finde either ſhame, miſery,or repentance;and ſometimes all. 

Sypontus {tormes as much as YViForgna grieves at his refuſall . but to fruſtrate that, 
and provide for this, Berald;dea!es with Seigniour Tovan Baptiſta Souranza to marry his 
daughter YVi&oryna, who is a Gentleman ofa good houſe, but farre richer then Sypon- 
ts 3 but withall farre different in age : for Sypontas is but twenty eight yeares old, and 
Soxranza neerthreeſcore. Soas gold playing the chiefeſt part in this contratt, Souran- 
z4 is ſure of YViGorynator his wife, cre he know her, or hardly hath ſeene her. Beraldi 
adyertizeth his daughter of his will and pleaſure herein : ſo Souranza ſees her with af- 
fection and joy,and ſhe him with diſdaine and griefe : and thus this old Lover the firſt 
time entertaines his young Milſtrefle with kifles, and ſhe him with teares. He is no {o0- 
ner departed,but YiForynavery ſorrowtully and penſively throwes her felfe to her Pa« 
rents feet,and with ſhowres of teares very earneſtly and- paſſionately beſeeches them, 
that they will not inforce her to marry S9ranza, whom (ſhe aflirmes) ſhe cannot love, 
much lefle obey, prayesthem to _ what a miſery, nay, what a hell it will bee to 
her thoughts and ſelfe,to have him in her bed,& $yportus in her heart. When ſhe could 
no further proceed, becauſe her ſighes cut her words in pieces, and ſo griefe daunting 
her heart, and her feare to Sowrarze, and afteCtion to Sypontuy, caſting a milke-white 
Vayle over her Vermillian cheekes,ſhe finkes tothe —_ ina. faynting cold ſwoone : 
when her hard-hearted and-cruell parents (more with aſtoniſhment then commilera- 
tion and pitty) ſtep to her aſſiſtance, and againe bring her to her ſences ; who not for- 
getting where her ſpeeches ended, ſhe remembersto beginne and continue them thus: 
O my deare Parents, name not Soxrayza for my huſband , but if you will needs give 
me one. then by all that blood of yours,which ſtreameth in all the veines ofmy body, 
of two let me injoy one, either Syport#s, or my Grave 3 he the beginner of my joyes, 
or this the ender of all my miſeries and ſorrowes 3. neither is it diſobedience in mee, 
but feare of cruelty in your ſelves, that throwes me on the exigent of this requeſt and 
reſolution : whereon I pray, conſider by the bonds of nature ,, and not by the rules of 
avarice and inhumanity.But her father and mother (without any reſpect to her youth 
andteares, Or regard to her affection and-prayers) love Soxranza's wealth ſo well , as 
they will hate Syportws his poverty, wo it himſelfe: and therefore checking Vido- 
ryna for her folly,and taxing her of indi{Fetion, ther command and ger pro's gives 4 
law to her obdience and delires: And toconclude, - they are ſo bitter, and withall , ſo 
cruell to her,that within few.dayes they Fecty inforce her to marry Soxranzs. But 
this inforced Match will produce repentanceand miſery of all tides. 

As it is a duty in childrerto.honour and obey their parents, ſoit 1s no leſle in parents 


careful y toregard, and ruchs/ to affect their children : but in Matches that are con- 


cluded, with wealth without atteCtion, their Parents ought proceede with judge- 
ment, ;pot with paſſion, with perſwaſion, not with force : for can there bee any hell 
upon earth comparable tothat of a diſcontented bed,, or 151t nota grie feto Parents, 
thre pgh their cruelty,to ſee therr children live in deſpaire in ſtead of hope, m affliction 
in rad of joy andto dyemiſerably ,, whereas they might have lived pleaſantly and 
ro ally ? Tis true, that young folkes affeftions:are not ſtill well grounded, but 
or; want of advice and; counſell many times meet: with miſery for felicity : yet ſith 
Marzageis a Contract , not for a day, but for ever,aot for an houre,butfor the ay” 


% 
=y 
mm 


Gods Revenge apainſt \Atarther. = Booke 1 


$o 


— — — 


andleaſe of our lives 3 therefore Parents , 'in hatching their children,ſhould be rather 
charitable then greedy for the world',” and rather compatſionate then rigid : but e- 
nough of this,and againeto our Hiffory, _ $08 

Wee have ſeene ViForyna, with an unwilling willingneſſe, inforc'd to marry Sox- 
ranza : we ſhall not goe fatre, before wee ſee what ſharpe calamitiesand bitter affiCti- 
ons and miſeries this Match produceth : The argument and cauſe briefely is thus 5 Victo- 
rina yes with her huchand Souranza, but cannot love him : from whence (asſo many lines 
from their centre)ſpring forth many mournfull and diſaſtrous accidents:the little ring 
of Matrimony incloſeth me great and waighty conſiderations, and among others 
this isnot one of the leaſt : diſparityin yeares makes no true harmony in affe&10ns; for 
there isno affinity twixt Jamwary and May, and it is a matter, though not impoſlible, yet 
difficult for youth and age to ſympathize : Soyraza's beſt performance of the rites and 
duties of Marriage, is but deſire ; yea, hisage cannot {ufficiently eſtimate , much leſle 
reward the dainties of YiForyna's youth 3 tor hee is more ſuperſtitious then amorous, 
asdelighting rather to kiſſe an Image in the Church , thenhis wife in his bed, and not 
to betray the truth. I muſt crave leave of modeſty,toaverre that ſhe findes little diffe- 
rence twixt a Maydand a Wife, ſo as herluſt out-braving her chaſtity , and ſenſu- 
ality trampling her vertues and honour under foote, whereas her afteCtion ſhould 
looks from Sypontws tO Souranza, both ſhee and it contrariwiſe looke from Souranga to 
Sypontus. Diflembling pleaſures, which ſtrangle when they ſeem to imbrace and kifle 
us, bitter Pills candid 1n Sugar, Cordialls to the ſence , but Corrolives to the ſoule ! 
Yea, Vidorymain forgetting her modeſty, will not remember her yow in Marriage; for 
had ſhee been as vertuousas young, or as chaſlt as faire, it had not onely beene her ver- 
tue, but her duety, to have ſmothered the defeCts , and'concealed the imperfeCtions 
and impotencie of her old huſband : Chaſtity would have perſwaded her tothis, but 
incontinency and luſt draw her to a contrary refolution. 

Sypontws likewiſe ſtormes and'grieves at thisunwiſhed and unequall Match of old 
Sonranza with his young and faire ViForyna;yea,hee hates him ſo much, and loyes her 
ſotenderly and dearely, as hee wquld, but cannot prevent it : for (as before) they are 
marryed; and hee in ſtead of the Lawre/ is inforced to weare the 7/:/ſow : but his griefe 
findesthis comfort , and her diſcontent this conſolation, that ſith Yi&oryna is not his 
Wife, ſhe is his Miſtreſſez and ſith-Sypertzs 18 not her Huſband , heis her Servant, or 
(to ule the Venetian phraſe) ſheeishis Conriizana, and hee her Enamorato : but ſuch 
leagues and contra&s vicious of afteCtions ſeldome make happy ends 3 for as they be- 
ginnein luſt, ſo commagly they terminate in infamy and milery.$Sypoxt#r often famili- 
arizeth wih Yi&oryna,yeagtheir familiarity is'ſuch, as I in modeſty will not report, fith 
in cbaſtity I cannot, andalkhough they beare their affections and pleafares 29-7 yet 
cuſtome breeding a habit,and thata ſecond nature, Sowranza is now no ſooner abroad, 
but Syportws is at home, ſoasin effect war's but the ſhaddow, ' and Syportxs the 
ſubſtance of U:Forgna's huſband © but theſe aſcivious Lovers ſhall pay deare for their 
affeftions 3 Sjpontus for entertaining and keeping another mans Wife, and Vi&oryma 
for breaking her vow1n wedlocketo her huſband, in defiling his bed, and contamina- 
ting her body with-the foule ſinne of Adultery. 7 | -F, 

It had bm good & ſafe for them, if they had'not begun'theſe their beaſtly pleaſures, 
but togiveno endto them,muſtneeds prove dangerous & ruinous-: to commit this fin 
of Adulteryis odious;;but to perfevere therein, is moſtabomimable before God : the 
reaſon hereof is' as true as pregnant 3 for ifthe reward'of a lingle be death, the re- 
doubling thereof maſtneeds be double damnation : biitas tt isthe natute of Adultery 
tobe accompaniedandawaited on by other ſins, fo Vi@®orini's not only content tolove 
Sypontws,batibe makes afarther-progreflionin impiety; and will ntEdes hate her huſ- 
band Sourdidzy hogs honeft Gentleman, ficke with the Gout, and a Ces 
the Lungs, wing da 111; and which isworſe, odious to her" ſo that ſhee'whi 

iallto/his age, hisage is now'a-corrofivets her youth, and fhe ns 
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forgets both herſelfe and her duety, as ſherather contemnesthen loves him, and as he 
rejoycethin her ſight,ſo ſhe delights in nothing ſo much as in his abſence, and Sypoxtur 
preſence : ſhe makes her diſcontentsand malice to her huſband: knowne to Syportwe, 
whodoth pitty , but will not remedie them : all her ſpeeches tend to wiſh her {clfe*in 
another world,or her huſband nor in this. Syportws is not ignorant whereat ſhe aymes ; 
but alchough he injoy the wife, Fu he cannot finde in his heart, butis too conſcienci- 
ous to murther the huſband : had he remained in the conſtancie of this reſolution , he 
had been happy,and not ſo miſerable and unfortunate to end his daies with ſhame and 
infamy.But now behold,an unexpected accident drawes and throwes him on headlong 
to perpetrate this execrable Murther,for(as the Gentrie and Nobility of Yeniceare for the 
moſt part Merchants) ſo Syportss receiveth ſudden and ſorrowfull newes of two great 
loſſes betalne him, in the Levant Seas, in two ſeveral ſhips, the one comming from Ale- 
po.taken by the Turkiſh Pyrates of Khodesthe other from Alexandria, taken,as is ſuppo- 
{-d, by one of the Dake of QQ#nas Nevpolitan Gallies, ſcowring the Hands of the Arc ipe- 
lagws, mn which two Veſlels he lolt at leaſt ſeventy thouſand Zeckymes , it being the two 
third parts of his whole eſtate: and now to maintaine his greatneſle,and beare up his 
port and reputation, knowing Soxrerz4 to be infinitly rich, and his wife Vi@orina yong, 
amorous,and faire, he agrees with the devill, and fo reſolves to murther him.and then 
to marry her 3 which he knowes ſhe above any earthly matter ey Seo here 
the foundation and projet of a Murther,as lamentable as execrable ! Neceſſity in baſe 
ſpirits may be a powerfull, butin thoſe more vertuous and noble, it ſhould never be a 
pernicious and prodigious counſellour : for there is as much generoltty and fortitude 
in ſupporting poverty with patience, as there is covetouſnelle in being ambitious to 
purchace wealth with infamy. _ 
At the next enterview and meeting of Syportws and YiForina, ſhe like a bad woman, 

a wicked wife,and a wretched creature , redoubleth him her complaints and diſcon- 
tentsagainſther huſband;and becauſe Sypontus knowes it wiſedome to ſtrike whiles the 
Iron is hot, asalſo that Time muſt be taken by the forelocke, he like a wrerched Polt- 
tician layes hold of this occaſion and opportunity, and ſo conſenteth to the Murther of 
her huſband, when from this bloudy reſolution, they paſle to the manner how to ef- 
feCtit : they conſult on this lamentable bulinefle. YiForins (induſtrious in her malice) 
propoſeth to poyſon him,and ſo to bury him in her little garden : but Sypontws diſlikes 
this projet, and profers her to murther him in his Gexdola, as he comes from Lucifizi- 
a - whereon they agree. So ſome ten dayes after, ViForinaadvertiſeth him,that her 
huſband is to goeto his houle of pleaſure in the Country , neere Padua, on the banke 
of the River Brenta, where he is onely to ſtay three days. Sypeart 4 imbraceth this occa« 
ſion, and continually wantonizing with his wife in his ablence, promiſcth her to meet 
her huſband at his returne, aud then to diſpatch him 4 which newes with a longing de- 
ſire this miſerable Curtezan Vi&orina tends hin with as much impatience.as impu- 
dencie. Sypontws in the meane time (in favour of twice ten Zeckyres) is prepared of 
two wicked Gondoliers or Watermen, who deepely vow and '{weare to conceale this 
Murther. $0 the preciſe day of Souranza's departure from his Countrey houſe being 
come,  Sypontws, not to faile of his promile to ViGorina, inthe execution of his bloody 
and damnable attempt, takes hisGordola, and hovers in the direct paſſage betwixt Lu- 
cifiginaand Cenic for Sowranza his arrivall, who, poore harmeleſſe Gentleman, loved 
his young wife ſo tenderly and dearely, as he thought this ſhort Hime long that hee 
&. he hath ſeene his laſt of her, -and'alaſe, :alaſſe , hee 


ſhall ſee an'end of himſelte : for about- five of the clocke-of the .evening Ut being 
Summertime) his uſuall houre of returne , hee takes Gondelaat Lucifizina, tot Venice, 
and neere midway twixt both, 8yporrtws eſpies him,and the ſooner becauſe it beiyg hot 
wnhes and no windfierng, ant wy juan cauled his eunmoles, whe dharyings | m_ 
Sypontus {inflamed wit mg malice antl Revenge) with all politble-celerity rpakes 
qa iy diſguiſed and aa nad | 


toward his Gondola, -the heeenters, .andthere with his 
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Ponyard very divelliſhly ſtabs him three ſeverall times at the heart , 'when falling 
downe to his feet, hee moſt barbaroufly cut of his beard, and noſe (thathe might nor 
bee knowne) and fo throwes him into the Sea 3 asalſo his Waterman after him, that 
they might tell no tales : when having finiſhed theſe execrable Murthers, he with his 
Gondola, with all poſſible ſpeed hyes' firſt to Murano, and ſolands by the RA 
from thence by the Arſexall, and ſo to his owne houſe behind Saint Serwz#'s Church, 
there:-y to caſta fayrer varniſh on this villany, by landing and comming into the Citie 
another way, when being arrived at his houſe , hee that night by a confident ſervant 
of his, ſends Vi&orina this Letter. 


SYPONTVStOVICTORYNA. 


| Pri and deare Vittorina, Thavebegun, and ended a ine  whith infinitly imports 
thyg o 04, and my content : the party hath drunke hjs fill of White and Claret , and js now 
"gone to bjs eternall reſt : ſo alittle time,T bope, will wipe off thy old teares,und confirme thy new 
joyes - bee but as eng as F ſecret, and as ſecret, as till death I will bee affeFionate , and 
thou needſt neither feare my fortunes-nor doubt thine own:juc ge what I would doc to mjoy thee 
and for thy ſake, ſith I have already undertaken and ated a bu/ineſſe of this nature : we muſt for 
8 time reſraine each others company,that wee may the ſooner meet, and imbrace, with more con- 
tent,and leſſe danger. | 
: SYPONTVS. 


Vidorina infinitly rejoyceth at this newes,and the better to cloke her malice, under 
the vaile of ſecreciz, .ſhee laments and complaines to her father of her huſbands long 
abſence. Soxranza't Parents are by Beraldi acquainted herewith , they begin to finde 
thetime ofhis ſtay very long , phe now reſolve to ſend hisnephew , Seignior Andrew 

 Souranza up the river Brenta, to know the cauſe thereof : hee paſleth and repaſleth the 
. Sluce of Lacifiz:#4,and brings word that he departed thence be Venice, \n a-Gondols, 
foure dayes \ince : ViForywa his wife grieves, and weepes at hisabſence, ſo doe his 
owne Parents and Frey whoenquire of all ſides, but finde comfort or newes from 
none what is become of him. And here, Reader, before thy curioſity carry thee 
further, I conjure thee to ſtand aſtoniſhed and wonder,at the inſcrutable and wonder- 
full judgement of God , in the deteftion of this Murther. For Fiſhermen ſome eight 
dayes caſting out their nets betwixt the Hands of LaLazareto and Saint George Majore, 
oY uptl:is dead body of Murthered Soxranza, being well apparclled : but chiefly 
"for their owne diſcharge, they bring the dead corps to Venice, and land him at Saint 
' Markes ſtayres 3 where they extend and expoſe his body to be knowne of paſſengers : 
now behold further Gods miraculous providence , in the diſcovery and finding out 

| hereof : foramongſt the numberlefle numPler of ſpeftators and walker , whodayly 
| anda]moſt hourely frequent and adorne that famousBurſe and incomparable Palace, 
it happened that Andrea Sowranza caſt hiseye.on this dead and'ſea-withered body:on 

- whom he lookes with as much ſtedfaſtnefle, as curioſity , - asif Natzre had made his li- 
ving body a part of that dead ; orasithis hot blood had ſome ſympathy and affinity 
with that of the dead perſonage, which long fince the coldneſle of the Sea had con- 
er and frozen : but at laſt eſpying a red ſpot in his necke(under his right eare)that 

| hee brought into the world with him , and which- all the influence and vertue of the 
water of the Sea had not power tr deface and waſhaway + asalſo obſerving a wart 

. overhisleft eye-lid, which Naturehad given his birth , and his youth his age - hee 
paſſionately cries out before the world, Gat it isthe body of his Vncle, Sejgnior Tovar 
Baptifta Seurarza : 10 it is viſited by his Parents and friends, and knowne to bee the 
fame :ſo they carry him-toan adjoyning houſe, -and there diveſting it naked; finde 


 thathee hath three ſeverall wounds in his ares angi: ofa Sword or Ponyard;; which 


gives matteroftalke, and adminiſtreth of admiration in all the City": ſo they 
bury 
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bury hun honourably according to his ranke-agd degree , and all knowing him to bee 
Murthered , infinitly bewailg his untimely, and lament his mournfull death': bute- 
ſpecially bis wife UiForize,who having formerly. plaid the ſnumpetzthen the Murthe- 
reſle , now takes on the-maſke, , andallumes the repreſemtation.of an Hypacritez outs: 
wardly ſeeming to dye forfoxrow.,, when » and. her foule ulcerated- conſcience 
knowes, that inwardly her heck rag for joy., thus to be depriv'dand freed ofher 
old huſband. Yea, and the-maxs to bleare the eyes, and ecli ja the judgment of the 
world , for caſting the leaſt ſhadow of ſuſpicion op-her faxthizgunnatural Murthes : 
ſhe and her whale family take on blacke and mouraing- Attire, and for herſelfe in 
twomoneths after, never goes forth her houſe, except tothe Church where her huf- 
band was buryed : where her Hypocriſie is ſo infinitly feigned, and diffemblin 
that ſhee is often obferyed ta hedew and waſh his Fombe with her teares : but theſe 
Crocodile teares of hers, and the(e her falſe and txeacherous ſorrowes ſhall not availe 
her - for although Gods. divine and facred Majeitie be mercifull in his juſtice , yethe 
is {o juſt inmercies as neither the politique f{ecrecie of Syporrtws , nor the Hypocrt: 
ticall forrowes of YViGorina, for this cruell Murther , ſhall goe either unmaſked or wa- 
puniſhed ; butjn.their due appointed. tume,they ſhall be brought forth in their colours, 
and made publique examples, as well of infamy, as deſtruction for the fame - the 
manner 1s thus : - __ | 

The deceaſed Seigmionr Tovan Souranza hath a younger brother,named Signiour Hie- 
ronymo Souranza': who having carefully and curiputly. abſerved , that his fiſter in law 
Vifforyna, never perfectly nor dearely loved his brother her huſband,and that ſhee was 
neither ſo-familiar , nor dutifull to him, asit behaov'd her, during the Wareng ofthe 
marriage : which partly he attributed tothe diſparity of their yeares, -in reſpect of 
the frozenneſle of his age,and the heat apd freſhneflc af her youth - He began vehe- 
mently to ſuſpect her of this Murther,. which hee often reyoly'd and ryminated in his 
minde, as if the ſuggeſtion and perſwaſienthereof, not onely-bore probability bur 
truth with it : to which end, as the afteQtian of a true friend (much more of 4 
brother) ſhould paſle beyond the Grave, and not remaine intomb'd, and buried in the 
duſt thereof, hee 1s reſoly'd to put his beſt wits and invention upon the zenter-hookes, 
todiſcoyer and reveale the ſame : to which-end , hee breakes with Yifaryegq's Gentle- 
woman, who wayted on herin her Chamber, and who indeed was his owne Necce Fe+ 
licia, . to know what Gertlewomen chiefly frequented her Lagdy. Felicia infarmes he 
Vnkle, that Signyor (wn is many nights with her, that there 4s much aftecion an 
familiarity betweene them, and that hee ſends her many Letters. Her Vncle glad of 
this glimmering light, which hee hopes will produce a greater and perfetter, conjures 
her to intercept ſome of his Letters, for the more effeCtuall diſcovery of his brother, 
and her Vnkles death. So Felicia promuſeth hex beſt care and ity herein, and 


ſhortly effeCteth it : for in few dayes after; being ſent by her Lady [4 iferyna to a Cas: 


ket of hers , to fetch hera new paire of uy loves, thee opening an Ivary Bok 
therein-findes a Letter : which ſhe reads, and leemg it {ned Opps: ſhee thi 

. od or oboe jr hee] Lady, and . aan ber Vnkl ay ny ſecretly and 

y ſends it him 5 which indeede was the very Letter wee have formerly Keene apc 
read : and now is hisjealouſie and ſuſpicion confirm'd. Sovowing pol Soy 
Revenge to hisdead and Murthered brather, away he gges tothiee chicke Judges &t- 
the forty ; who it oncriminall cauſes, and very paſhonauly acculeth Sypantes 2nd Vir 
Foryna forthe Murther, committed on the perſan of his brother Sigzzans 1ougy Rabies 


fta Souranza,' at Sea : whereupon they are both committed priſagers, but ſequeſifed in 


ſeverall Chambers. $ypoxtwe is firſt examined , then ViForyna : they both very cop- 
ſtantly deny the Murther, and with many ſugred words, and ſabtill eyaligns, jptimate 


| and infinuate, their innocencies therein : {othe next day the Iudges produce Syporrtxe 


his owne- Letter 3:the ſight whereof extreamely affliceth and vexeth him : bur hee 


is conſtant. in his denyall, and reſolyte in that conſtancy, and ſo takes on a brozen (ace; 
, al 
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and with many aſſeverations and imprecations, apaine and agajne denies it, averring 
1-1snct: his hand, buta meere jmpoſture and inyention of his enemies, who have 
counterfaited1t, purpoſely to procure his rune and deſtruction : yet inwardly to him- 
{elfe he feareth all is diſcovered, and that there is no meanes left him toeſcape death, 
whoſe Image and forme hee now too apparantly -and fatally ſees before his eyes. *So 
heeis ſent backe to his priſon, and his Indges in the 7zteriz: conſult on his fat ; where 
hee'1s no ſoonerarrived, but bolting his Chamber privatly to himſelfe, hee con- 
ſidering that either YiForina, orſome for her, had betrayed him. by his owne Let- 
ter, hee in bitter fuxy of choller and paſſion, throwes away his Hat , now croflſeth 
his armes, and then beates his breſt, and ſtamping with his feet, at laſt very low to him- 
ſelfe bandeth forth theſe ſpeeches : © 

Andis it poſiible, thatTI muſt now loſe my life through Yi&oryna her folly and 
treachery; into whoſe hands I repos'd both my ſecrets and it ? Have I done what 
L have donefor her ſake; and is thts the requitall {hee gives me ? And ſiththere is no 
other witneſle , muſt mine owne Letter bee produced in juſtice againſt mee ? What 
will I not doe ? what haveInot done for her ſake ? Woe is me; thatI ſhould live to bee 
rewarded with this monſtrous and inhumane ingratitudez when for ſorrow and indig- 
nation , -not able to containe himſelfe, he takes Pen and Paper, and writes ViForyna, 
thisenſuing Letter. | 


SIFONTVS to VICTORINA. 


FF gd ar that thy affeFion to me hath been all this while feigned,and that thou, whom Itru- 

fled with all my ſecrets, art now become the onely woman of the world to betray mee ? Thave 
hazarded my life for thy ſake,and nmſt 1 now bee ſp unfortunate and wretched,tolo'e it through 
thy treacherie £ When T bore matters with ſuch care and ſecreſie, that no witneſſe whatſoever 
could be produced againſt mee', muſt mine owne Letter, which was {ifely deliver: thee ,_ bee 
brought forth to convidt mee of my crime anil/o to incur dtuth,which otherwiſe Thad auoyded? 
Is this , reward of my love # Is this thy recompence of my affeFion £ O Vitoryna, Vito» 
ryna ! Such is my tender eſteeme of thy ſweet youth and beanty',_ that had Tinjoyed athouſand 
lives, I would have reputed my ſelfe haphy: to bave loft them all far thy ſake adſerjes : and 
having but one , wilt thou bee ſo crucll to deprive mree'thereof ?' But that my loyalty and my 
affeF ion may ſhine in thy malice 3 take this for thy cosfort, that as Thave ever liv'd , ſo Iwill 
now aye thy true Servant and faithfull Lover, | 7 


SYPONTVYVS. 


But obſerve here the errour of Sypontzs his judgement - for whiles he ynpures it 
to YVidtoryna's treachery, that this his Letter will occation his death 3 hee is ſo irreligi- 
ousand impious, as heelookes not upto heaven, to conſider that the detection there- 
_ from Gods immediate finger and providence. Nv' : No. For the di- 

ell yet holds his thoughts captivated and'intangled in the ſnares of Vi@orgna's 
beauty, as hee hath not y@the grace to Iuoke from his crime, to his repentance; 
nor copieguently from Earth'to Heaven : butlike a prophane Libertineand unrege- 
nerate perſon, being within a ſmall point of time-neere his end, hee yetthinkesnorof 
his ſoule; norof God,” but onelydallies away the remainder of his houres, in the mi- 
ſcrable contemplation of his forigaffeCion and beaſtly ſenſuality. oo 


- By this time 7:@0753ne bath receiy'd his Letter 3 atthe newes and reading where-: 


of, ' ſuch is the paſſion 6fher frenzy, which ſhee (though unjuſily) tearmesTove :"thar 
ſhee is all-in teares, ſighes, and Jlamentable exckitnations :-ſhee knowes it 1mpoffi- 
ble for any other of the world to bee the revealerof '$yrontzs bis Letter, but onely 
her Mayd Felicia, 'whom'in her uncharitable Revenge, ſhee curſeth tothepitof hel]: 
but that which addesa greater torment to her roxments, anda more ſenſible dey ; _- of 
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agiction to ber miſerable. forrowes,is a0 fe rhather Syonrw(whom by many degrees 
ſhe-loves fardearerthenher life) finriterby {aſpetteth her fidetity toward him 2: yeafq 
farre, xs ha& not onely calls hor aflection bur herrreachery inqueſtion 52nd this indeed 
ſeemes tadrowne henmhertrares. | Butyernocwinhftanding fo ferventisher love to- 
wards bimias the feare of his death drawes her woa reſohation ofher ownſof 2ypourre 
. de,ſhe vorres:bd will baker owne accuſer,and fo-nochive; bmdye with-/him. Stran 
elictts oflove, or ratherof folly, fi ove beingwreegatar, and taking talſoobjets,(in 
itstrae charafter)anotilove. but folly :towhich end, calling: for mke andpaper, fhee 


bitterly weeping, inditesand ſends him theſe few lines, in anſwer of his. 


VICTORYNA to SYPONTVS. 


[ Were the moſt wretched and neratefulleſt Urdy of the world + yea « Lady who Ponld not 

then deforve'bither 20 fer or love mw the world, if Vittoryna ſhowld any ray prove treacherows 
toSypoutus; who hath ſtiH boo ſo trac and kinde to her. But beletve mee, Deare Sypontas, 
au I fpeake it inpreſonce of God,upon peril of my ſonle,F ans as innocent as that witch,that de- 
vill; my maid Felicia is guilty of the producing of thy Lottey 5 which I feare will prove thy 
death, and reoyee that rm 11,it ſhall likewiſe prove mine. For to cleave my ſelfe ofingratitnde 
treckhery.ar Flwve Hoeds lot wild 2 with thee:that as we mutually participated he joyes of tife.,fo 

\ we may the torments of death : for although thy Letter accuſe me'not of my husbarod Souran- 
72's Marther, yt that my affeiJ;on may ſhine in my loyalty, and that in my affeFron } will not 
ſurvive, but dre with thee: for 7 will accuſt my felfe to my Indoes, not onely as acceſſary, but as 
author of that Murther = and this reſolution of mine Iwrite thee with teares , andwill bortly 
feale it with my blood. . | 

| | VICTORYNA, 


{..: Syport#ue, 1n the middeftof his perplexities; and ſorrowes, receives this Letteyfrom 
Fiilovyme, the fweetnetle of whote affection and conſtancy, mach revives his joy, and 
contforterh him. - For now her ihnocency defaceth his ſuſprcion of her ingratitude 
and treachery: :'and withalt hee plamely ſees, and truely betieves, that it was Felicia, 
not Uitorine, whobronghtrhis Letterto Light. But when he deſcends to the latter 
part of her Lerrer ; *and findsherrefolution to dye with him, then hee condemnes his 
former eyronrim tzxxing her, andin requtall, loves her ſortenderly and dearely.that he 
voaves hee will be fo farre from accuſing her , as acceffary of her huſbands Munther, 
as boththe Racke , and h is death ſhall cleare and prochaime her innocency. Had the 
ground of theſe fervent and reciprocall affefions of Vi&orina and Syportwr, beene laid 
in vertue, as they were in vice 3 or inchaſtity, and notin luſt and adukery, they would 
have given caufe to the whote world, asjuſtly to prayſe , -as now to diſprarte them, 
and then to have beene as ambitious of their imitation y as now of theircontempt and 
deteſbation. 

So Sypontys (as before) having fully and definitively reſolved not to accuſe , but to 
deare /ViForina of this Murther, as alfo that he would dye alone, and leave her youth 
and beauty tothe injoying of many moreearthly pkeaftres : heeexpeCting hourel 
tobee ſent for before his Tadges, to fir upon his torment or death, thinking himſelfe 

| bound both m affeftion 8 hononr, to fignifie Yiforinghis pleaſure herem, he craveshis 
laylors abfence,and with mnch affeftion and paffion,writes her this ms laft Letter : 


SYPONTVS to VICTORYNA. 


ye Vitoryna, thy Letter hath given mee ſo full ſatisfuGFion, as Trepent nee of my 

raſh credality,, conceived againſt thy affe&ion and canftancy , and now lay the fault of the 
diſcovery of my Letter, where it is, an4onght tobe, on Felicia, not on thy felfe.' ' It i with 
torrowfull,; but tmue prefane, that Tforefee, my life haftens to her period: the Racke is —— bs 
LR prepared - 
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preparel for avy torments., and Thourely expe when Iſhall be fetch't to receive them , which 
for: thy jake. iT will imbrace and ſuffer , with as much conſt ancie as patience : I'will deny mine 
owne gui the firſt time:;; but not the ſecond: but in my torments and death I will acquit 
thee of thines with as; true a reſolution, as Earth expe: to loſe mee, and I hope to finde Heaven. 
Therefore all the by bands. af love and affeFion that ever hath beene betweene us,1 faſt pray then 
conjure thee to\change thy reſalution.andto ſtand on thine innocency. For if thouwilt,or deſereſt 
tagratifie me withthy laſt affeFion and courteſie at my death; let me beare this one content and 


Joy to my grave, that Victoryna will live for Sypontus his ſake, though Sypontus die for hers. 


SYPONTVS. 


Hee had no ſooner ſent away this his Letter to YViForyna, but he himſelfe is ſent 
for toappeare before his Iudges , who upon his ſecond examination and denyall, ad: 
judge him to the Racke 3 which hee indureth with admirable patience and conſtancy, 
Yea, hecannot be drawne'to confeſſe, but ſtands firme in hisdenyall, and not onely 
cleareshimſeltfe, but alſo acquits ViForyna: Hieronymo Souranzadoth notwithſtanding 
earneſtly follow and ſolicite the Indges, and God, out of his immenſe mercy and pro- 
found providence fo ordaineth , that their conſciences ſuggeſt and prompt them, that 
Syportws 15 the ator of this execrable Murther. Wherefcre the next day they admini- 


{ter him double'torment-: when loe, his reſolution and ſtrength fayling him , hee ac- , 


knowledgeththe letter his,and confeſleth it was himſelfe that had murthered Seignionr 
Iovan Baptiſta Sonranza : but withall proteſteth. conſtantly that Yi&orynais innocent, 
and no way acceſlary hereunto. The Indges. rejoyce at Syportus his confeffion , as 
much as they grieve at the fouleneſle of his fat : and ſo, although they werealſo de- 
ſirousto hang;hun, yet.conſidering he was a Venetian Gentleman, (and conſequently 
had a great voyce in the great Counſell of the Sezgziory) they adjudge him the next 
day toloſe his head, betwixt the'two Cotumes atSgint Markes Place, and fo for that 
night ſend himbacke to his priſon, to prepare himlelfe todye. Sypontwvis no ſooner 
departed from them , but they conſult on YiForyne, whether ſhe were guilty, or ip» 
nocent of her huſband Soxranza's Murther , but they differ in opinion : ſome would 


likewiſe have her Racked : but others ef them more adviſed andmodeſt, reply that 


Sypontws his Letter intjmated onely his affection. to Y3@oryna, but no way her malice 
to her dead huſband $oxranza, nor that ſhe was any way guilty or acceſlary to his 
Murther : ſo they reſolve to forbeare her, and notto pur her tothe torment, except 
Sypontxs accuſe her at hisexecution. Now the very night that he was todiethe next 
morne , hee infinitely deſires his Taylor to permit him to conferre with 7i&oryna, and 
to take his laſt leave of her, which 1s denyed him, as having received command from 
authority to the contrary , whereat extreamely grieving, heis called away by ſome 
Divines , whom the charity. of that grave Senate ſend him , toprepare and direCt his 
ſoule, in her paſſage and tranſmigration to Heaven. So paſſing the nightin teares and 
yers for the fouleneſle of his crime , the'morne being come, and nine of the clocke 
Be , he brought tothe ſcaffold , where a world of people concurreand flocke 
from. all parts of the City , toſee this wretched and unfortunate Gentleman act the 
laſt Sceane and/part of his li/e upon this infamous Theater. Heere Sypontws freely 
confeſlerth his foule Murther of Soxranza, but is- yet ſo vaine and wretched, as hee 
takes it tohis death , that Yi@oryxg1s abſolutely innocent hereof : hee ſeemesto bee 
very repentant and {orrowfull tor all his ſfinnes in generall, and for this Murther in 
articular. . | 

: For expiation and reward hereof, his head is ſevered from his body : a juſt recom- 
penceand punjzſhment for ſo vicious and bloudy a Gentleman, whoadhering to adul- 
tery morethen chaſtity , ro revenge then chamty ,. and to the divell then Gad, forgot 

himſclfe.ſo-farre', - as to commit this execraltle and lamentable Murther. 
' , Now:the order and Decornm of our Hiſtgry,leades us from dead Sypontws, toliving 
- | Vietorqna, 


\ 
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Fic/orma, who, know not whether more grieved at his death,or rejoyced,that on the 


Racke and ſcaftold hee hath acquitted her of her huſbands Murther. In a word it 1s 
remark*able to behold the vanity and inconſtancy of this female Monſter : for con- 


trary to her vowes,and repugnant to her Letters and teares, Sypozt#s 15 no ſooner dead, 


but her affection towards him dyes with him : yea, his blood 1s ſcarce ſo ſoone cold, 
as her zeale and friendſhip : for ſhee now holds it a pure folly to caſt away her youth 
and life, if ſhe may preſerve the one, and ſave the other 3 and therefore reſolves to 
try her beſt art and wit , to make her innocency paſſe current with her Iudges : yea, ſo 
defirous and ambitious 1s ſhee to live, as her female heart hath drawne on this maſcu- 
line fortitude and generoſity,: that 1f occaſion preſent, ſhee will conſtantly both out- 
dare and out-brave the torments of the Racke,thereby to preuent her death. 

Some three daies after Syporstas was executed, the Judges againe fit and conſult on 
Viforyna, but finding no evidence ner witnefle to accuſe her, they at fir(t are of opi- 
nion to diſcharge and free her : onely they deeme it requiſite to terrifie , but not to 


torment her with the Racke , before they give her her liberty : whereunto they all a- 


gree. Sothey ſend for her , and threaten her with the Racke : but ſhee vowes, that 
all the torments of the world ſhall never mforce her to confeſle an untruth , and that 
ſhee never had the leaſt ſuſpicion that Sypontxs was guilty of this execrable Murther of 
her huſband : her Judges wil not yet believe her 5 ſo they cauſe her to be carried to 
the Racke : whereunto ſhee very cheerefully and patiently permits her ſelfe to bee fa- 
ſtened, bidding the Executioner due his worſt : which conſtancie of hers, ber Iudges 
ſceing and hearifig, they , in pitty and commiſeration,as wel of her youth and beau- 
ty, astoherdeſcent,, and the teares and prayers of venerable old Berald; her father, 
cauſe her to bee looſed,and fo in open Court acquitand diſcharge her. | 
Here wee ſee this wretched Conrtizar UiGergnaacquitted of her Iudges for her 
huſbands Murther, ſo as TY more in her pn fortune , then her innocency, 
ſhee now thinkes the ſtorme of her puniſhment paſt and ore-blowne, and that no fu- 
ture can poſlibly be reſerved for her , or ſhee for it : but her hopes will deceive her ; 
for although ſhee bave made her peace with Earth , yetthe hath not with Heaven 5 
and although ſhe have deluded the eyes of her Iudges, yet ſhee ſhall not thoſe of God z 
but when has « 0 houre, and her due time is came, then her crimes and ſins, her 
adultery and Murther ſhal draw down vengeance from heaven to her confulion.In the 
meane time wee ſhall ſee this Monſter, apd diſgrace of her ſexe, make ſuch bad uſe of 
her former danger, as ſhee will againeadde bloud to bloyd, and Murther to Murther: 
but God will reſerve not onely the rod of his wrath for her corredtion, but the full 
viols of his indignation for her confuſtonzas the ſequell will ſhew thee. | 
$ixe moneths are ſcarce paſt, ſince the Murther of her huſband Sow arza, and the 
executionot her Examorato Sypontus, but ſhee hath already quite forgotten theſe twq 
mournefull and tragicall accidents : and which is more, thee is ſo frolike and youth- 
full, as ſhee hath throwne off her mourning attire , and drawne an her rich apparell, 
and glittering jewels , whereof the curioſity of the nobler ſort of Gentlemen and La- 
dies of the Citie takeexaQ obſervation : and although Bergldi and Lxcia, her father 
and mother, herein taxe-her of indiſcretion and immadeſty , yet ſhee thinkes her 
ſelfe exempt of their commands, and therefore will doe it, qut of the ambitious privi- 
ledge of her owne uncontrolable authority and willfulneſle. Beſides, her thoughts 
are ſo youthfull, and her oy ſo light, as notwithſtanding ſhee came (as it were) 
but now from burying of her firlt huſband , yet ſhee is reſolved withont delay , to 
have a ſecond : her father and mother checke herof levity and incivility jn. imbra- 
cing this reſolution t but in vaine; for her impudencie returnes them this immadeſt an- 
ſwer,that ſhee will not trifle away her time, but marry. They adviſe her tg be cay- 
tious , and todoe nothing raſhly inthis her ſecond match , that the misfortune and 
ſcandall of her firſt may no more refle&t on her. But (hee will make choyce for her 
ſelfe by the eyes of her youth , ——_— thole of theirage 3 by thols of her oe 
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fancie,; and not by theſe of their eletion. Her huſband Soxrarza dyed rich, both in 
lands and monies, and his Widow YVi&oryna, without any oppoſition, injoyeth all:ſ© 
ſhee needs not looke out for Suters, for there are Gallants enow who ſue and ſecke 
her : but of them all , he whom ſhee beſt and chiefly afteCteth, is one Seignionr Loudo- 
vicus Faſcino , a very neat and proper young Gentleman of the Citie, rich, and well 
deſcended; his parents and kinſmen for the moſt part no Clariſſumo's and Senators, 
and all of them Gentlemen of Yenice; and him YiForyna delires, and reſolves to make 
her huſband, grounding her chiefeſt reaſon and afteCtion on this reſolution and foun- 
dation, that as Souranza was too old for her, ſo Faſſino was young enouyh, and there- 
fore fit to bee her huſband , and ſhee his wife , meaſuring him wholly by his exterior 
perſonage , andnot ſo much as once prying either into his vices or vertues. Faſfino, 
who carryed a vicious and pernicious heart under a pleating geſture and tongue, and 
loving Yidoryna's wealth more then her beauty, obſerving her aftection and reſpe& to 
him, ſeekes, courtes, and wins her. Her Parents underſtanding hereof, asalſo that 
Faſfino 18a vicious and deboſht Gentleman, with all their poſiible power and authori- 
tic, they ſeeke to divert their daughter trom him. But ſhe is deafe to their requeſts, 
and relfolved, that as ſhe followed the ſtreame of their commands in her firſt match; 
ſo ſhee will now the current of her owne pleaſures and affectionsin this her ſecond : 
and fo, tothe wonder of Venice, and the griefe of all her parents and friends, before ſhe 
had above ten dayes conferred with Faſo, ſhe marries him. But this match ſhall nor 
ſucceed according to their deſires : for Yi&oryna (hall ſhortly-repent it , and Faſfino a(- 
{oone rue and ſmart for it ; ith it.is a maxime, that ſudden affections prove ſeldome 
proſperous : for if they have not timeto ſettle and take oy are incident aſloone 
to fade as flouriſh, eſpecially if they are contracted and grounded more for luſt then 
love.and more for wealth then vertue. 

The firſtmoneth of this marriage, Faſfino keepes good correſpondence and obſcr- 
vance with his wife, but thence-forth hee breakes Pale, and rangeth - for the truth is, 
although hee were but a young Gentleman, yet (which 1s lamentable) hee was an old 
whore-maſter: which laſcivious profeſſion ofthis, threatens the rune, not onely of his 
health, ' but of his fortune and reputation: ſonow ,” when he ſhould be at home , hee 
is abroad : yea, not onely by depbs by night, that upon the whole, Y7iForyna is more a 
widdow then a'wife : at which unlook'd and unwiſh'd tor newes, ſhe not onely bites 
the lip, but very often puts finger in her eyeand weeps: for it gripesand grieves herat 
| heart, to ſec her (elfe thus lighted, neglefted, and-abuſed by Faf7no, whom, of al the 
Gallants of the City , ſhee had eleCted and choſen for her huſband : ſhee is infinitely 
grieved hereat.and yet her griefe and ſorrow infinitely exceeds her jealouſie : and now 
as praceleſſe as ſhee 13, ſhee thinkes God hath purpoſely ſent her this laſcivious F aſfino 
for her ſecond hufband, as ajuſt plague and puniſhment, to revenge her adultery com- 
mitted againſt Sowranza her firſt : ſo, had ſhee had more grace,and lefle vanity and im- 
pietie,ſhe would have made better uſe of this con(ideration, and not ſo ſoone forgot- 
it,and in it,her ſelfe. | 

Now asitis the nature of jealouſie, to have more eyes then Argus, and fo to prie 
and ſee every where :/z&oryna, her curioſitie, orrather her malice herein, finds out, 
that her Huſband Faſfins tamiliarly frequenteth and ufeth the company of many 
Courtezans, eſpecially of the Lady Paleriara, one of the moſt famous and reputed 
beauties of Yerice : and this newes indeed (trikes her atthe very gall with forrow and 
vexation 3 faine ſhe would reforme and remedy this vice of her husband , but how 
ſhee knowes not; for ſhe ſees little orno hope to reclaime- him, fith he not onely ten- 
derly loves Paleriara, but whichis worſe,” ſhe apparantly fees, that for her ſake, hee 
conternnes her ſelfe arid/her company : for when he comes home; he hath no delight 
in her, but onely in his Lute, or Bookes,/which is but to paſſe his melancholy, for his 
Lady Palerians rabſence,till-he againe revilit her : ſo as wholly negleCted, and as 1 
may truely ſay;almoſt forſaken of her husband;ſheknowes not what to:doe.nor how 


.tO 


- ” no I "8 
q a 


h—_— 


ww «a% Aa 89 = wm mia wt © 


PIF4 Gs tr___ w_ ha as ww tr. A AMw« wn” a aa t*mBwowsS as www 


z : | LY? oP "— *F 


(> }J VW uw penn < V Vs 


w_ 
Ls 


is 
| 
W 
0 


Hi. VI 6 S1pontus and FL (1. -. v9 


to bears her ſelfe mthole furious ftormes of her griefe , and miſerable tempeſt of her 
jealouſie. But oftwo different courſes to reclaime him fromthis his ſin of whoredowme, / 
ſhe takes the worſt:for in ſtead of counſelling & difſwading her huſband, ſhe torments 
him with a thouſand ſcandalous and injurious ſpeeches: but this, in ſtead of quenching, 
doth ! ut onely bring oyle to the flame of his luſt: for if he repayred home to her ſel- 
dome before,now he ſcarce at all comesneere her : ſo as ſbee. isa Wife , yetno Wife : 
and hath a Huſband, yetno Huſband : butthis isnot the way to reclaime him; for faire 
ſpeeches and ſweet exhortations may prevaile,when choller canfot. 

And now it is, that this wretched and execrable Lady againe aſſumes bloudy reſo- 
Jutions againſt her ſecond huſband, as ſhee had formerly done 5gainſt her firſt, vowing 
that he ſhall dye,cre ſhee will live to bee thus contemned and abuſed of him: yea, her 
hot love to himis ſo ſoone growne cold, and her fervent affettion already ſo frozen, 
that now ſhee thinkes on nothing elfe but how to bee revenged, andtobe ridofhim3 
and 18 ſo impious and gracelefſle,as ſhee cares not how,nor in what manner ſoever ſhee 
ſend him from this world to another : for the devill hath drawne a reſolution from her, 
or rather ſhe from the divell, that here he ſhall not much longer live.-Good Goud ! what 
an impious and wretched fury of hell will Vi&orina proove her ſelfe here on Earth ? 
for the bloud and life of one huſband cannot quench the thirſt of herluſt and revenge, 
but ſhee muſt and will imbrue her hands in that of two : asif it were not enough for 
her to trot , but thatſhee will needs gallop and ride poaſtto hell. O what pitteis it, 
toſeea Lady ſo wretched and execrable ! O what anexecrable wretchednelle isit, to 
{-ea Lady ſo inhumane, and ſo devoyd of pitie ! Butthedevill is {trong with her, be- 
cauſe her faith is weake with God : therefore ſhe will advance, ſhe will not retire in this 
her bloudy defigne and reſolution. Wherefore we ſhall ſhortly ſee Fafino his adulterie 
puniſhed with death, by his wife Y;@orina's revenge 3 and this murther of hers juſtly 
rewarded and revenged with the puniſhment of her owne t the bloudyer our ations 
are,the ſeverer Gods judgements,and the ſharper his revenge will bee; | 

Of all ſorts and degrees ot inhumane and violent deaths , this wretched Lady YVi&o- 
r5na thinks poyſon the ſureſt,and yet the moſt ſecret todiſpatch her huſband. Thisin- 
vention came immediately from the devill, and is onely practiſed by his members: of 
which number ſhe will deſperately and damnably make her ſelfe one : her luſt and re- 
venge, like miſerable Advocates, and fatall Orators,perſwade her to this execrable at- 
tempt, wherein by cutting off het huſbands life, ſhee ſhall find that ſhe likewiſe caſts a- 
way her owne. SoneitherGrace nor Nature prevailing , ſhe ſends for an Apothecary, 
named Awgyſtino 3 and when ſhe hath conjured, and he promiſed his {ecrecie, ſhee acs 
quaints him, that hernew huſband Faſino keeps Courtiſans to her noſe, and'dayly and 
hourely offtereth her many other inſupportable abuſes and diſgraces 3 in requitall and 
revenge whereof ſheis reſolved to poyſon him, and prayes him to undertake and per- 
forme it,and that ſhe wil reward him with three hundred Zeckines for his labour. 

Of al profeſſions and faculties,there are good and bad:Auguſtinoloves God too wel, 
herein to obey the devil : he hath too much grace,to be ſo impious and graceleſſe, and 
vowes, that he wil not buy gold at ſo dearea rate, asthe price of bloud ; ſo as a good 
Chriſtian,. and true child of God, he not onely refuſethYiForyna's motion and proffer, 
bur in religious termes ſeeks to divert and perſwade her from this her bloudy attempt. 
But ſhe is reſolute in her malice, and wilfull in her revenge, and therefore 4 ph 222.8 
it herſelfe, ſith this A4»gxſtino wil not : ſo (by a ſecondhand) ſhe procures poyſon from 
a ſtrange Empericke, whereof the City of Venice, more then other of italy, aboundeth: 
ſoſhe onely waits for an opportunitie, which very ſhortly, though, alas, too too ſoone, 
preſents it ſelfe 3 the manner thus: 

It is impoſſtble that Faſſzzo his diſlolute life, and extreme deboſhing can keepe him 
long from ſicknelle 3 for this puniſhment is alwayesincident and hereditary to that 
finne. | He complaines thereof to his wife ViForyna, who receives this newes rather 
with gladneſl2, then commiſeration and pitie : and ſotaking his bed, he prayes ber 
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 to-make him ſome comfortable hot broth for his ſtomacke : which newes ſhee heares, 
and embraceth mwardly with Joy » outwardly with di{daine. For albeit ſhee layes 
hold of this bpportynitie to po on bim, yetſhee diflembles her malice; and the berter 
ro colour her'yillany, becaute ſhe knowes it the ſmoother and ſhorter way to be reven- 
ged in poyſoring him; ſhee willnot make the broath her ſelfe, but commands her maid 
Felicia tydoe it, (of whom wee have formerly ſpoken, in the diſcovery of Sypontws his 
Letter to her Vrikle Hierorymo Soxranza)which treacherous office of hers,our malicious 
and divelliſh YVi&orina her La1y and miltrefle, hath now a plot in her head, to requite 
with anexecrable and helliſhrecompence:for while Felicia is boyling of the broath, her 
Lady UViForinatrips to her chamber and cloſet.and fetcheth out the poyſon, inveloped 
m a paper, whereof ſhe takes two parts and brings downe with her, and whiles ſhe had 
purpofely (ent Felicia from the fire, ſhe runs and throwes it into the breath, which for 
the preſerit no whit altered the colour thereof : ſo Fſſz:0 calling for it, this poore inno- 
cent gentlewomAi Felicia,(not ſuſpeCting or dreaming of poyſon)gives it him, which(as 
tgnotant therof)) he ſupsupzand this was about nine or ten of the clocke in the morning. 

Now whiles Felicia 18 atting this mournfull Tragedie in Faſſzo his chamber, her La- 
dy ViGorinais ating another 1n bers 3 for ſhee takes the other third part of the poyſon, 
and ſecretly opening Felicia's trunke, puts it into a painted boxe which ſhe found there- 
m, and ſo lockes it againe, hoping (though indeed with a wretched and helliſh hope) 
that her huſband being dead, his body opened.and the poyſon found in her trugke, ſhe 
would give out that Felicia had poyſoned him with broath that morne, and this found 
in her cheſt, would make her guilty of the murther; for the which ſhe knew ſhe muſt 
needs die.See,ſee,the divelliſh double malice of this wretched Lady VidGorinaas wel to 
her huſband Faſſino,as her mayd Felicia!Butas finely as the devil hath taught hertoſpin 
the thread of this her malice and revenge , yetthough her plot have taken effe& and 
hold of her huſband, neverthelefle ſhe ſhall in the end fayle of hers to innocent Felis:a : 
in the interiz:, though to the eyes of the world it ſeeme at firſtto ſucceed according to 
her defires by the by, yet it ſhall notin the maine : but that murther, and this treaſon 
of ViForinaſhall not goe long either undetected, or unpuniſhed. 

This poyſon working in Fafino his ſtomacke and body , begins bydegrees tocut off 
his vitall ſpite , ſoas his ſtrength failes him , his red cheekes already looke pale and 
earthly, and his body infinitely ſwels : he calsfor his witeYiForina, who with al! haſte 
and expedition tells her ſecretly, that hee feares, Felicia hath poyſoned him with the 
broath thee gave him in the morningzand fo requeſteth her to ſend for his parents and 
friends to be preſent at his death, forlive he could not. Ui&oryna, like a diflembling 
ſhee-divell ,” tearesher hayre for anger, and for meere ſorrow ſeemes to drowne her 
ſelfe.in her teares at this newes , kiſleth and fawnes on her huſband, and in all poſlible 
haſte ſends away of all fides for his kinsfolkesand friends, who haſtily repayre thi- 
ther, and finde Faſ5ino almoſtdead : ſothey , with teares, inquire his Gkne &when 
with open'voice his wife ViForima cryes out, that her wretched maide Fekcia had with 
broarth;that mortie, poyſoned him;which Faſſzno his woovy and tongue yet ſervedhim 
to confeſle and averre, word for word, ashis wife YVi&orina had related them : whercat 
they are all forrowfull, and weepe, and then, and there cauſe Felicia to bee ap- 
prehended and ſhur faſt in a chamber 3 who(poore harmeleſſe young Gentlewoman)is 
amazed at the terrour and ſtra of this newes, and criesoutand weepes ſo bit- 
terly,asſhe ſeemes to melt her ſelfe wo teaxes, wy ſhe knowes her ſelfe innocent,and 
yer feares that this malice and revenge proceeds to her from her Lady Vidtoryza: 

hiles Feliciats thus under fure keeping , her Maſter Faſcizo dyes : which newes is 
ſoone diſperſed and divulged abroad, to the griefe and admiration of the whole Citie. 
The nextmorne the criminal Tudgesare advertiſed hereof, whorepaire to Faſzing his 
houſe v__ this time ts dend, & Rn _ 4 perks o_——— which they ordaine 
to be opened 7 the poyſon 1s apparantlyfound on his ſtomack,in its natura]l & priſtine 
colour when examining firſt Faſbimo; thenYidorgna' parents, they report Faſiino his 
| | own? 
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owne words uttered a little before his death, that Felicia had that morne poyſoned him 
with broath : which is averred by ViForyzna, who faith, ſhe ſaw her giveit him. Sothef 
ſend away poore Felicia to priſon, but yet with a vehement ſuſpicion, that this poyſo- 
ned arrow came out of YiForyna her owne quiver , which they the ſooner believe, in 
reſpect of her former troubles, and ſuſpicions for the murther of her firſt huſband Fox- 
ranza : So the Tudges returne and betake themſclves, that yery.inſtant, totheir Tribu- 
nall of IJuſtice, inthe Dukes Palace of Saint Markes : where they ſend for Felicia, who 
1s brought them , unaccompanied of any - fox asmisfortune would, both her Vnkle 
Hieronymo, and her Couſin Andrea Squranza,werethen at Corfu, imployed in ſome pub- 
like affaires for the Seigniory. The Iudges examine Felicia, concerning the broath and 
poylon ſhe gave her Maſter. Shee bitterly ighing and weeping) confeſleth the broath, 
but denies the poyſon 3- vowing by herpart and hope of heaven, ſhee never touched 
nor knew what peyſcn was, and deſired no favour of them , if it were found or proo- 
ved againſt her; withall, ſhe acquaintsthem, that ſhe feares it is a tricke of malice and 
revenge , clapt on her by herLady Yi@oryna, for the diſcovery of Sypontws his Letter. 
And to ſpeake truth, the Iudges in their hearts partly adhere and concurre with her in 
this opinion: they demand her whether her Lady Yi&oryna touched this broath, cither 
by the fire, or the bed # Shee, according to the truth,anſwers,that to her knowledge or 
ſight, ſhe touched it not, norno other but her ſelfe. So they ſend her againeto priſon, 
and returne ſpeedily to Faſszo his houſe 3 where committing YiForyna to a ſure guard, 
they aſcend her chamber and cloſer, ſearch all her trunkes, caſkets and boxes, for poy- 
ſon, but find none : and the like they doe to Felicia's trunkes,which they breake open, 
ſhe having the key; and in a boxe find a quantitie ofthe ſame poyſon, whereby it was 
apparant ſhe abſolutely poyſoned her Maſter Faſsino. The Iudpes having thus found 
out and revealed , as they thought, the true author of this murther, they deſcend, a- 
gaine examine *Foryra, and {o acquit her. Poore Felicigis advertiſed hereof 3 where- 
at ſhe is amazed and aſtoniſhed,and thinkes that ſome witch or divell caſt it: there for 
her deſtruQtion.She isagaine ſent for before her ludges, who produce the poylon found 
in hertrunke:ſhe denies both the poyſon and the murther,with many ſighes and teares: 


ſothey adjudge her tothe racke, which torment ſhe ſuftereth with much patience and 


conſtancy; notwithſtanding, her Tudges conſidering that ſhe made and gave Faſino the 
broath, that none touched it but her {elfe,that he died of it, and that they found the re- 
mainder of the poyſon1n her trunke,they thinke her the murtherer; ſo they pronounce 
ſentence,that the next morne ſhe ſhall be hanged at Saint Markey place. She poore ſoule 
35 returned to her priſon 3 ſhe bewailes her misfortune thus to die , and be caſt away 
innocently,taxing her Jndges of injuſtice,as her ſoule is ready to anſwer it toGod. 

All Yenice pratleth of this cruell murther committed by this young Gentlewomanz 
but for her Lady YiForyna,{hee triumphs and laughs like a Gypſey,to ſee. how with one 
ſtone ſhee hath given two {trokes , and how one poore drug hath freed her this day of 
her huſband Faſ7izo ,and will tomorrow of Felicia, of whom ſhe rejoyceth in her ſelfe, 
that now ſhe hath cryed quittance for the diſcovery of Syportus his Letter , which 

rocured his death : þyther hopes may deceive her, or rather, the divell will deceive 
wart herand her hoapestop. How trueorfalſe, righteous or ſinfull qur ations bee, 
God in his due time will make them appeare in their naked colours, and reward thofe 
with glory, and theſe with ſhame. 

The next morne, according ta the laudable cuſtome of Yexice, the mourners of the 
Seigniory accompany our ſorrowfull Felicia to the place ofexecution , where the mo- 
deſtly aſcended the ladder, with much filence, penſiveneſſe and affiidtion:at the ſight of 
whoſe youth and beauty, moſt of that great infinitie of Spectators cannot refraine 
from teares, and commilerating and pitying, that ſo ſweet a young Gentlewonran ſhould 
come toſoinfamousand untimely a death : when Felicialifting up her hands, and e- 
refting her eyes and heartt owards heaven, ſhe briefly ſpeakes to this effect : She takes 
heaven and earthto witnefſe.that ſhe is innocent of the poyſoning of her Maſter F aſsino, 


and 
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gnd ignorant how that poyſon ſhould be brought into her Trunke 3 that as her knows 
ledge cannot accuſe, ſo her Conſcience will not acquit her Lady Yi&oryna of that fat, 
onely ſhe leaves the deteCtion and judgement thereot to God, that being ready to for- 
ſake the world , fith the world is reſolved to forſake her, ſhe as much triumphs in her 
innocencie, asgrievesat her misfortune : and that ſhe may not only appeare in Earth, 
but be found in Heaven a true Chriſtian , ſhe firſt forgives her Lady Y;#oryna,and her 
Iudges, and then beſeecheth God to forgive herall her finnes, whereunto ſhe humbly 
and heartily prayes all that are preſent, to adde their prayers to hers : and fo ſhe begins 
to take off her band, and to prepare her ſelfeto dye. 

I Reader,what humane wiſedome, or earthly capacitie would here con- 
ceive or thinke,that there were any ſublunary meanes left for this comfortleſſe Gentle- 
woman Felicia,cither to hope for life,or to flatterher ſelfe that ſhe could avoid death ? 
But loe, asthe children of God cannot fall, becauſe he is the defender ofthe innocent, 
and the protector of the righteous , therefore we ſhall ſee toour comforts,and finde to 
Godsglory, that this innocent young Gentlewoman ſhall be miraculouſly freed of her 
dangers,and puniſhment,and her inveterate arch enemy ViForyna brought in her ſtead, 
to receive this ſhamefull death, in expiation ofthe horrible murthers cf her two huſ- 
bands,which God will now diſcover, and make apparant to the eyes of the world : for 
as the Fryers and Nunnes prepare Feljcza, to take herlaſt farewell of this world, and fo 
toſhut up her life inthe direfull and mournefull Cataſtrophe of her death 3 Behold, by 
the providence and mercy of God , the Apothecarie Auguſtiro (of whom this our Hi- 
ſtorie hath formerly made an honeſt and religious mention) arrives from Cape 1tria : 
and having left his\hip at Malmocco, lands ina Gondola at Saint Markes ſtayers; when 
knowing and ſeeing an execution towards, hee thruſts himſelfe in amongſt the crowd 
of people : where beholding ſo young and ſo faire a Gentlewoman, ready todie : hee 
demands of thoſe next by him , whatſhee was, and hercrime : when belng anſwe- 
red, thathername was Felicia, a wayting Cowon to the Lady YViForyna, who 
had poyſoned her Maſter Faſrizo : at the very firſt-report of thenames of Vi&oryna, 
and her huſband Faſ5ino, Anguſtino his bloud flaſheth up in his face, and his heart be- 

n to beat within him , when demanding if no other were acceſlary tothis murther.: 
fee was informed, that her Lady YV:@oryna was vehemently ſuſpetted thereof : but ſhe 
wascleared, and onely Felicza, this young Gentlewoman found guiltie thereof: which 
words were no ſooner delivered him, but God putting into his heart and remem- 
brance, thatthis Lady Yi#oryna would have formerly ſeduced him for three hundred 
Zeckines, to have poyſoned her huſband Faſrino , he confidently believing this young 
Gentlewoman innocent hereof, with all poflible ſpeed, asfaſtas his legges could 
drive, hee runnes up to the Southeaſt part of the corner of the Gallery of the Dukes 
Palace , where the Officers fit toſee execution done the which he requeſteth for that 
time to ſtop, becauſe he hath ſomething to ſay concerning the murther of Signiour Faſ- 
fmo. Whereupon they call out to the Executioner to'forbeare : which bred infinit ad- 
miration inal the ſpeCtators,as wondering at the cauſe ard reaſon thereof, when in con- 
ſtant and diſcreet termes, Awg»ſtino informes the Ludges , that he thinks Felicia inno- 
cent, and herLady YVi@oryma guiltic of this murther, and ſo relates themthe manner, 
time, and place where UV;Foryna her ſelfe ſeduced him to poyſon her huſband Faſ3iro, 
how ſhe proffered him three hundred Zeckines to perform it , which he refuſed , and 
to the utmoſt of his power , ſoughtto diflwade her from this bloudy and execrable 
buſineſle.The Judgesare aſtoniſhed at the ſtrangenefle of this newes, which they begin 
confidently to believe, and fo bleſſe the houre of Augaſtino's arrivall, that hath with- 
held them-from ſpilling the innocent bloud of Felicia, 'when commanding her from 
the place of execution, to her priſon, theyinſtantly give order forthe Lady Yi&orina's 
apprehenſion, whoalready had built trophees and triumphs of joy in her hearr, to ſee 
thatali her bloudy defignes ſo well ſucceeded. ' But now is the Lords appoynted time 
come, whereinall her cruell Murthers, whoredome, treachery,and hypoctifie, ſhall be 
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brought to light and puniſhed: yea, now it ſhall no longer be in her power,or in that of 
the devill, her Schoolemaſter and Seducer, cither to diminiſh the leaſt part of her pu- 
niſhment, orto adde the leaſt moment or point of time to her life. She isall1n teares at 
her apprehenſion, but they rather ingender envie, then pitty in her Judges : And fo 
from the delights and pleaſures of her houſe,ſhe is haſtily conveyed to priſon. 

Her Judges, in honour tothe ſacred dignity of Juſtice (the Queene of Earth,and the 
daughter of Heaven)confront her with Agn/tino,who averres his former depoſition. as 
conſtantly in her tace, as ſhe denies it impudently in his. But this will not prevaile her: 
for now God hath made the probabilities, orrather the ſight of her crime too appa- 
rant.S0 without any regard to her prayers, teares, orexclamations, they adjudge her to 
the Racke,where the tenderneſle of her limbs, the ſharpeneſle of her torments, but e- 
ſpecially the griefes and pinches of her conſcience, make her acquit Felicia, acknow- 
ledge Augyſtino his evidence, and condemne her {elfe to be the author both of her firſt 
husbands ſtabbing,as alſo her ſeconds poyſoning : her Judgesas much praiſe God for 
her confeſſion, as they deteſt and are aſtoniſhed at the falſeneſle of theſe her horrible 
crimes. So with much joy they firſt tree innocent Felicia of her unjuſt impriſonment;and 
then knowing it pitty that ſo wretched a Lady as YiGorinaſhould hve any longer, they, 
for her abominable cruelties and inhumanities, condemne her the next morne to bee 
hang'd and burnt on Saint Markes Plice. At the knowledge and divulging of which 
newes,as her father, mother, and kinsfolkes extreamely grieve, ſo all Venice bleſſe and 
olorifie God, firſt, that innocent Feliciais ſaved, and guilty YiForina detected and con- 
demned to the ſhame and puniſhment of a deſerved death. | 

The lame night the Prieſts and Fryers deale with her about the ſtate of her ſoule,and 
its pilgrimage and tranſmigration to heaven:they finde that her youth, luſt,and revenge 
hath takena ſtrange poſleſſion of the devill,and hein rhem-for ſhe ſtill loves the memo- 
ry of Syportws, and enviesand deteſts that of her two husbands, $Souranza and Faſſino : 
but they deale effeCtually with her, and in her ſpeeches depainting her forth the joyes 
of heaven andthe torments of hell, they at laſt happily prevaile, and ſo make her hs 
ſake the vanity and impiety of theſe her paſſions, by reliſhing the ſweet ſhowres of 
Gods mercies:{o the next morne ſhe is brought to her execution : where the world ex- 
peCting to heare much matter from her, ſhe is very penſive and contemplative,and faies 
little, onely ſhe prayes Felicia to forgive herzasalſo all the Parents of her two Husbands, 


_— 


Souranza and Faſſino,and likewiſe of Sypontubut chiefely ſhe invokes God her Saviour 


an i Redeemer,to pardon theſe her horrible ſins of adultery and murther,and beſeech- 
eth all that are preſent to pray for her ſoule;and ſo according to her ſentence, ſhe is firſt 
hang 'd and then burnt:whereat all that great affluence and concourle of people praiſe 
the providence and juſtice of God, in cutting off this female monſterand ſhame of her 
ſexe Vi&orina:whole tragicall and mournefull Hiſtory may wee all reade and remem- 
ber, with deteſtation, that the example hereof be our forewarning and caveat, not to 
truſt inthe deceiveable luſts of the flefh, and the treacherous tentations of the devill, 
but ro rely on the mercies and promiſes of God which will never faile his ele&,but will 
aſſuredly make them happy in their hves, bleſſed in their deaths,and conſtantly glori- 
ous in their reſurrections. 
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REVENGE AGAINST THE 
Crying and Execrable finne of Murther. 


HisSTORIE VIL. 


Catalina cauſeth her Wayting-Maid Anfilva two ſeverall times attempt to poyſon her owne $;+ 
fter Berinthiaz wherein failing, ſhe afterwards makes an Empericke, termed Sarmiata, poyy 
ſon ber ſaid maid Anlilva : Catalina is killed with a T bb dob and Sarmita hazg'd for 
poyſoning Anlilva. Antonio ſteales Berinthia aw.y by her owne conſent:whereupon her Bro- 

| therSebaſtiano fights with Antonio,and kils him in a Duell : Berinthia in revenge hereof, 
afterwarts nurthereth her Brother Sebaſtianos ſhe is adjudged to be immmred betwixt twe 
Wals, and there languiſheth and dyes. 


9 Ow fooliſhly and impiouſly doth our malice betray our ſelves, or 
& the devill our ſoules, when wee malic1ouſly betray others ? for wee 
d are as farre from Graceas Wiſedome,when we permit either irregu- 
@ laraffeCtion, or unlawfull paſſion, to hale us onto choller, choller to 
| revenge,and revenge to Murther: Nay,how exempt ate wee of Reli- 
Ty gion, and devoyd of all Chriſtian piety and charity, when our 
| thoughtsare ſoeclipſed , and our judgements darkened, whenour 
conſciences are {0 JefileS.and our ſoules fo polluted with revenge, that the eldeſt ſiſter 
ſeeks to poyſon her younger,and this younger afterwards murthereth her own and on- 
ly brother, becauſe in a Duell he had formerly {laine her lover 2 Alaſſe alaſle,theſe are 
bloudy accidents,which not only fight againſt grace,but nature, not only againſt earth, 
but heaven,and not only againſt our ſoules, but againſt God 3 neither are theſe the only 
Tragedies that our inſuing Hiſtory reporteth and relateth:for we ſhall therein farther 
ſee a wretched wayting-gentlewoman poyſoned by her more wretched Lady and Mi- 
ſtreſle; together with her execrable Agent, a bloudy and graceleſle Empiricke : and 
all juſtly revenged , and ſeverely puniſhed by the {word of Gods wrath and indgnati- 
on. Wherein the Chriſtian Reader may obſerve. as well to Godsglory, ashisowne 
conſolation, that never pretended or actuall Murthers were either contrived more ſe- : 
cretly , perpetrated more cloſely , detected more miraculouſly, or puniſhed' more 
ſtrangely and ſeverely : ſoas ft edivell have not fully poſſeſt our hearts and ſoules, 
or if our thoughts and reſolutions, doe yet retaine the leaſt {parke of Grace and Chri- 
ſtianity, we (hall flietheir crimes by the fight and feare of their puniſhments, refetch 
our wandering and erronious ſenſes, from hell to carth, purpoſely toerraiſe them from 
Farth to Heaven 3 and ſo reſpon? to give and conſecrate, both theny, and our ſelves, 
and ſoules, from ſinne to righteouſneſle , and conſequently (with as much felicitic as 
glory)from Satanto God. 


There 


Here dwelt inthe Citie of Avere1n Portugal, an, ancient Nobleman, termedou 
Ger de Filargza, rich inextherqualitic of eu greatnefle, as well of bloud as 
re vengWves, who was neerelyallied ro the Marquette of DenizGn Spoixe) as marryinga 
Neeas'of Done Alphanta ,.'a Lady expathety endued with the ornaments of 
Natusean perfeGions of Grace: for ſhe was both faire and vertuous , that addir 
luſtr&tothe(hd; andrheſe returning and reflefting embelliſhment to that, which 
her ihflyiteybeloved of her huſband Pilarezo, and exceedingly hanoured of all thoſe 
who Had the Konourro knowher 3. and to crowne the feliciue of their affeftions and 
marriage , they had three hopefull children,one ſonne,and two darfghters : he termed 
Don Sebaſtiano , and they the Doz95, Catalina, and Berinthia : Hee having attained his 
fifteenth yeare , was by his Father made Page taCount Manriques de Lopez , and con- 
tinuatly flowed hy atCourt , and they from their tenetrezotheir thirteenth yeares, 
lived ſorgetimes at Carmbra , other whiles at Licrbozz, but commently at Avero with their 
Parents.,whe fo,caetully trained therp up ig thoſe qualities & perfeCtions, requiſite for 
Ladies of their ranke, as they were no ſooner ſeene, but admired of all who ſaw them. 
| But before we make a farther progreſſion in this Hiſtory, (thereby the better to 
unfold and anatomize it) I hold it rather neceſfarie then impertinent, that wee take a 
curſory , thoughnot a curious ſurvey of both theſe young Ladies perfeCtions and im+ 
| fon of their vices and vertues, their beauty and deformitie - that as objects are 
eſt knowne . by the oppoſition of their contraries : ſo by the way of compariſon wee 
may diſtinguiſh how to know , aud know how to diſtinguiſh of the diſparitie of theſe 
two lifters, m their inclhinations,affeftions,and delineations. 
* "Catalina was ſomewhat ſhort of ſtatuxe, but corpulent of body : Berznthza tall, but 
fender : Catalina was of taint and completion , mare browne then faire : Berinthianot 
browne , but ſweetly faire; or fairely ſweet : Catalina had a diſdainefull, Berinthia a 
gracious eye : Catalina was proud,, Berinthia humble. _ In a word, Catalinawas of hu- 
mMourextreamely imperious, ambitious, and revengefull, and Berizthia modeſtly cour- 
teous, gracions and rehygious. 'Sothefe twoyoung Ladies growing now to beecapa- 
ble of marriage , many gallant Cavaliers of Aero become Servants and. Suiters to 
them, 2s well in refpett of thetr Fathers Nobilitic and wealth, as for their owne beau- 
riesand vertues : yeatheir fame 1s generally fo ſpread, that from Zi-boze, and moſt of 
the chiefeſt Cities of Portugal, divers Nobles and Knights reſort totheir Father Dor: 
Vila/ezo's houſe, to proffer up their affeftions to the dignitie and merits of his daugh- 
ters. But his age finding their youth too young to be acquainted with the fecrers and 
myſteries of ner A” them all off,cither ingenerall termes,or honourableexcuſes, 
as holding the matching of his daughters of fo eminent and important confideration, as 
Hee thinkes it fit he ſhouldadviſedlyconfult, and not raſhly conchade them: which af- 
&&jon and care of Parents to their Children,is (hill as honourable as commendable. 
"Dore Sebaſtiano their brother, being often both at Madrid, Yalrdolyd and Lirboxe, be- 
comes very imtimately and fingularly acquainted with Don Antonio de Aivere, a noble 
andrich young Cavalrer, by birth likewife a Wy ,. of the City of Elvas', who was 


firſt andchiefe Gentleman to rhe Duke of Bragarfa 3,and the better to unite and'per- 
petuare theirfamiliaritie , he proffers him his eldeſt fiſter in marriage, and prayes him 
 athis firſt convementie , to ride over to Averotoſecher;, offering himſelte toaccom- 
' him m'thisjourney., and to ſecond him in'that enterprize, as welltowards his 
_ Krher ab ſifter. Dbz Antonio very kindly and thankfully liſteneth to Dore Sebaſtians's 

* courteous andaffetionate proffer ;, and knowing it ſo farre from the leaſt diſparage- 
wet , as jt'was a great happineſle and honour for him to matchhimſelfe #1 nokibe 
Pawily , hey alleges day forthat journey , gang when, Don Antonio makes readie 
hie"preparatives and traine in all:refpe&s anſwerable to his ranke and generoſitie. 


-*£ 


They arviveat Ano, whete DonGuffer de Vilarezo , for his owne worth,and his ſonnes - 


report, receives Don Atonio honourably, and entertaines him conrteoully : he viſiteth 


and {aluteth, firſt the mother, then the two young Ladies her daughters : and although + 


hee 
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hee cannot difhike Catalina, yet {0 precious aud amnable is ſweet Berinthia in his eye, 
as he no ſooner ſees, but loves her : yea, her piercing eye, her vermillion cheeke, and 
delicate ſtature , a&t ſuch wonders 1n his heart; as he ſecretly proclaimes himſelfe her 
Servant, and publikely ſhe his Miſtreſle : to which end hee takes time and opportu- 
nitie at advantage, and ſoreveales her (o much in tearmes,that intimate the fervencie 
of his zeale,and endeare the zeale of his afteCtionand copſtancie.. Berinthia enitertaities 
his motion and ſpeeches with many bluſhes, which now and then caſt arofiat vaile ore 
the milke-white lillies of her complexion; and to ſpeake truth, if Antonio bee inamou- 
red of Berinthia, no lefle is ſhe of him : ſo asnot onely their eyes, but their contempla- 
tions and hearts ſeeme already to ſympathize, and burne in the flame of an equall affe- 
fion.In a word, by ſtealth he courts her often, And not to detaine my Reader in the in- 
tricat Labyrinth of the whole paſſages of their loves, Antozio for this time finds Berin- 
thia in this reſolution, that as ſhe hath not the will to grant, ſo ſhe hath not the power to 
deny his ſuit : the reſt , time will produce. | 
But ſo powerfully doe the beautie and vertues of ſweet Berinthia worke in Auionio 
his affe&tions, that impatient of delayes, he tindes out her father and mother, andin 
due termes (requilite for him to give, and they receive) demands their daughter Be- 
rinthia 1 marriage. Vilarezothanking Antonio for this honour, replies, that of his two 
daughters, he thinkes Berinthia his younger as unworthy of him, as C ataliza his eldeſt 
worthily beſtowed on him. Aztonio an WErs., that as he cannot deny but Catalina is 
faire, yet he muſt confeſle that Berinthia 1s more beautifull to his eye, and more plea- 
ſing to histhoughts.  Yilarezo laſtly replies, that hee will firſt match Catalina, ere Beri n- 
thia, andthat he isas content togive him the firſt, as not as yet reſolved to diſpoſe of 
the ſecond:and fo for this tune,they on theſe termes depart,Y;larezo taking Antorioand 
his ſonne Sebaſtiano with him to hunta Stag, whereof his adjacent Forreſt hath plentie. 
But whiles Antonio his body purſues the Stagge, his thoughts are flying after-the beautie 
of his deare and faite Berinthia 5 who as the Paragon of Beautie and Nature , fits Em- 
prefie, and Queene-Regent in the Court of his contemplations and affeQions : bee is 
wounded atthe heart with /ilarezo his an{were, and Berixthia to the gall, when he cer- 
tified her of her fathers reſolution, onely modeſty (that ſweet companion, and preci- 
ous ornament of Virgins) to the extreamitie of her power, endeavored to keepe Arto- 
io from perceiving or ſuſpeCting ſo much. Antonio prayes hisdeare friend Sebaftiano 
to perſwade his fatherto give him. his ſiſter Berizthia to wife : hee performes the true 
art of a true friend and a Gentleman, bur in vaine : for his father Y;larezo is refolute, 
firſt to marry Catalina 3. when Antonio,not of power ſo ſoone toleave the fight and pre- 
ſence of his (weet Berinthia,muſt invent ſome matter for his ſtay.And indeed as Love is 
the whetſtone of wit to give an edge to-Invention;zlo Artono to injoy the preſence of 
his faire Berinthiagis inforced tomake ſhew that he neglects her,& affeteth Catalina : & 
ſo converſeth often with herzbut {till in generall termes, whereat ſh e byilds many ca- 
ſtles of hope and content, in the ayre of her thoughts. For if Berinthialoved Antonio,'no 
lefle doth Cataliiasſtrange effects of affeftiun, where tworliſters deeply and dearely ove 
one Gentleman,and when but one,and peradyenture neither of them ſhall enjoy him. 
Butas Catalx4 is the pretext, {o Berintbza.1s hoth the ſole objett and caufe of 4%- 
tonio's {tay ,whom hee courts and layeth cloſe {iege to,. as often as opportunitie makes 
him happier the deſired happinefle and felicitic of her company : Shee gives hi 
bluſhes for his fighes , .and/ſomenimes ( althoygh a man) the fervencie of his affettie 
was fuch, as he cannot refraine;from returning er teares for her bluſhes : when.albeic 
love'perſwades himto ſtay longer in Avers, 'yet diſcretion calls and commands hi 
away to-Lz5bone-2andall thefrun of hisjourney that hee ſhall carry, thither with him, 
is this, that for injoying of pe fear to.his wife, he:conceivesfarre more reaſon 
'tohope; then todeſpaixe,. Nextdeath, there is no ſecond afflition ſo grievous or bit- 
tertoLovers , as ſeparationand 


paring + this Berinthjafeeles, but will not. ackhow- 
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, ledgezand this dntowo acknowledgeth, becauſe feeles, After Supper, taking her to 


K window, 
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window , hee fecretly prayes her to honour him with the acceptance of a poore Scarfe, 
and plaine paire of Gloves (which notwithſtanding were infinitely rich, and wonder- 
fully faire) 1m token of his affeCtion 3 and ſhee,the mourne of his departure,by Diego his 
Page , {ends him a Handkerchiefe, curiouſly wrought with hearts and flames of filke ( 
and old, in {igne of her thankefulnefle : hee promieth Berinthia to write, and ſee her : 
ory 3 and Catalinaintreats him to bee no {tranger to Avero. To Catalina hee gives 
many words, but few kifles 5 to Berimthiamany kiſſes, but more teares : Hisdepar- 
ture makes Berinthia ad,” as grieving athis abſence 3 and Catalina) |, as hoping of 
his returne © Catalina trumphs for joy, hoping that Antonio ſhall bee her huſband 3 and 
Berinthianow beginnes to looke pale with ſorrow, _— ſhe ſhall not bee ſo happy to 
bee his wife. By this time breakfaſt 1sſerved in, when Sebaſtian comes, takes Antonio 
and his twofiſters, and carries them to the Parlour,where Vilarezo and his wife Alphan- 
taattend Antonio's comming. They all fit downe 3 and although their fare be curious, > 
et Antonio's eyes feed and feaſt upon more curious dainties 3 as-the ſparkling eyes, 
Haxen hayre, and vermillion cheekes of Berinthia's mcomparable beauty, which is ob- _ 
ſerved oft parts,except of Berinthia, vjho is ſo ſecret and cautious in her carriage,as al- J 


though her affeftion, yet herdiſcretion will not permither modeſtie either to obſerve - 
or ſee it.. Breakfaſtended , Antonio taking Vilarezoand his wife Alphanta apart, firſt 4 
oive them infimre thankes for his honourable and courteous entertainment, and then ; | 
very carneſtly againe prayes them not to reject his ſut for their daughter Berinthia.Vila- &s 


rezo and his wite pray Antonio to excuſe his bad reception , -whichthey know comes 
many wayes ſhort of his deſerts and merits, and alſo requeſts him toimbrace their mo-. 
tion for their daughter Catalina. T hus after many other complements, hee takes his 
conge of Vilarezo, kifleth his wife and two daughters, firſt Catalina then Berinthia, who 
though laſt in yeares, yetisthe firſtLadyin hrs defires andthoughts, andthe onely 
acene of his affetion. Sothey areasit were inforced to make a vertue of neceſiitie, = 
and to take a ſhortfarewell, in ſtead of a more ſolemne, which either of them wiſhed, ct 
and both Jefired ; but their eyes diffee to their hearts, what theirtongues cannot ex- - 
eſſe:and ſo Antonio and Sebaſtiano take Coach,and away for Licbone, Antonio as much h 
giumphing inthe beauty ofhis faire Zerinthia, as hisfriend Sebaſtiano grieves, that of 4 
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of his Maſter to come to Avers to ſeeke her in marriage : where after ſome. fikteene daies. 
he arrives, and very ſecretly delivers his Maſters Ring and Letter to Berinthia, who 

({weet Lady)wasthentolt with the wind of feare, and the waves of ſorrow, that in all 

thistim? ſh2 heard not from Antonio, doubting indeed leſt the change of ayre, places, 

and objetts, mighthave powerto change his afetion; when now bluſhingjor joy, as 
much as before ſhe looked pale for ſorrow, (hze takes the Ring. and Letter, and kiſhng 
both, ſecretly flies to her Chamber,when bolting the doore, ſhe withas much afteftion 
as impatience breaking up the ſeales,therein findes theſe lines : | 


ANTONIO to BERINTHIA., 


WP Berinthia wert thou as courteous as f:tire, thou wouldeſt reſt as confident of my affeFt= 
ons,45 I doe of thy beauty, aud then as much rejoyce in that, as I triumph in this : but as my 
tongue lately wanted power, ſo now doth my pen art,to inform? thee how dearely Tlove thy beau 
ty,and honour thy vertmes : ſo as could thy thoughts prie into mine, or my heart bee ſo happy to 
diftate to thine thoſe ſhould know,and this ſee, that Antonio is ambitious of uo other earthly fex 
licity,then either to live thy busband,or die thy Martyr.T hinke with thy ſelfe how farre thou, ans 
dervalueſt, and unrequiteſt my zeale; whn I will deſpaire of loving Catalina, and yet canxot 
bope that Berinthia, will affe# me : onely therefore in thee ( ſweet Lady) it remaines, either ta 
crowne my joyes by thy conſent, or to immortallize my tor ments by thy refuſall, be pleaſed there- 
fore faire Berinthia,to ſrenifie me thy reſolution,that I may know my doome,andprepare my ſelfe, 
ether to wed thee or my grave- 


ANTONIO. 


Ferinthia having again 6 again peruſed & ore-read this Letter,gives it a thouſand kiſles 
for his ſake who wrot and ſent it her,and ſo very ſecretly lockesit up in her Casket,asal- 
ſothe Diamond, and now attends an opportunitie to conferre privately with Diego, 
when he will reſolve to returne to his Maſter at Li5hoze,that ſhe may returne him an ags 
ſwer, though not ſo ſweet as he expedts,yet not ſo bitter as he feares : inthe meane time 
Diegodelivereth her father UVil,rezo his Maſters letter, in favour of his (pretended)ſute 
to Anſilva,as alſoin thankefulneſle of hisentertainement, without nanning either Catalz+ 
za, Or Berinthia his daughters, or once mentioning his returne to Avero, whereat Yila+ 
rezo grieves, and Catalina bites the lip. But Berinthia cannot but ſmile toſee Autoniohy 

invention;for the ſafe delivery of his letters,nor yet refraine from laughing in her ſelfe;/ 
ſee how cunvingly his Page Diegocourts Anſlva : for he makes ſuch demonſtratiag 
of love to her, and ſheis ſo enamoured of him, that Catalina thinkes a ſhoxt time' will 
finiſh thismatch, but he and her ſiſter Berinthia know the contrary. Dingo .at the end of 
three Yajes is deſirous to depart,and Berinthia extreamely glad of his reſolution to ſtay 
- -- takes herſelfe to her chamber.and writes thislerter to hex Antorioin any 
wer of his- | _ 


BERTINTHIA to ANTONIO. 


AdTI not beene ntore courteons to thee, then T am faire 1n - ſelfe, thou hadſt not taſted(a 


K 2 


My ſiſters jealouſre of mee, — 
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dift :ſte of thee 3nvite thee 10 manage this favour of mine with as muchſecrecie as circumſpedtiq 
BERINTHIA. 


Bavingfolded up and ſealed her Letter , ſhe finds out Diego, and beckens him to 
follow her'to the garden 3 where, in one of the Bowers ſhe delivers him this Letter, 
together with a Roſe of Opales, the which in token of her love , fhe conjures him 
with ſafetie and ſpeed to deliver to his Maſter Don Antonio. Diego having his dif patch 
of Berinthia, ſoone gives Anſilva hers, promiſing to returne ſome three weekes after; 
at which time he prayes her to expett him : when thanking Uilarezo for his kind en- 
tertainment, and he bidding him tell his Maſter he would: be glad to ſce him in Avere, 
he leaps to horſe, and ſo poaſts away for Lisbone. . 

I cannot relate with what incredible and infinite joy Antonio receives this Letter and 
Ring from Berinthia : and to write the truth , I thinke the letter ſcarce contained (o 
many fſillables , as he often read it over and kiſled it -: he ſees Berinthia's modeſtie re- 
ſplend and ſhine in her affe&tion,and her affeftion in her modeſty towards him , where- 
in be glories in that , rejoyceth in this, and triumphs in both : but although hee bee 
ſare of her affeCtion, yet he is not of himſelfe 3 for he fees her Letter containeth 
many verball complements ,. but all of them not one reall promiſe : and therefore hee 
cannot repute his tranquillitie and felicitie complete, ere he be crowned with this 
happineſle:beſides, he feares that his abſence and her fathers preſence, ng in trad of 
time by degrees coole the fervencie of Berinthia's affection ; and yet then, he as ſoone 
checkes his own timiditie,in conceaving the leaſt ſuſpicion of her conſtancie : now hee 
thinkes to acquaint his intimate friend and her deare brother Sebaſtiano with their af- 
fe&ions,but then he condemnes that opinion, and revokes it aserronious and danger- 
qus;and contrary to the rules of love.in failing Without the compaſle of Berinthia's ad- 
viceand commands, by the which he holds it both ſafetie and diſcretion to ſteere his 
courſe and ations : Againe, he ſo infinitely andearneſily longs to reſee his deare and 
ſweet Miſtreſſe,as he reſolves to ride over againe toAvers:but the obſtinacy of Yilarezs, 
and the jealouſie of Catalins, make himend that journey ere he began it. In this per- 

lexitie and conteſtation of reaſons, he isirreſfolute what, or what not rodoe 3 butin 
. conſidering that delayes are dangerous in matters of this nature , he packes up 
hisbaggage, and taking his farewell of SebaiZ;ano, under pretext of his health, leaves 
Lishone and the Duke his Lord and maſter,and retires to his own home at Elvas,(where 
father dying ſome three yeares before,had left him ſole heyre to many.rich Mannors 
| ind Poſleſhons) urpoſely hereby to be neere to Avero, that he might give order for all 
thirigs, and let flip no occafion in the proceſle and proſecution of his aftetion. The 
ſecond day afte#his arrivall to Elvas, it being welneere a moneth fince he ſent his firſt, 
and till then his1laſt Letter to Berizthia ; he now _ diſpatcherh his Page Diego 
with his ſecond Letter toher , by whom he {ends her a chaine of rich pearle., and 
a paire of gold bracelets richly enameled. Diego's arrivall is pleaſing to Aufilp.c, but 
extremely joyfull to Berinthia 3 onely it nipt Catalina's hopes, becauſe ſhe could not 
underſtand by him any certaine reſolution or aflurance of his Maſters comming thi- 
ther. Diego hath'no ſooner ſaluted his Anſlva, but (as his more important hpſineſle) 
hee ſeekesmeanes to ſpeake with Berinthia, whichſhe her ſelfe proftereth him - he de- 
hvers her his Maſters tokensand letter , which ſhe very joytully receiverh,and ſo trips 
away to herchamber;where opening the ſeales,ſhe therein findsthele words. 


" ANTONIO to BERINTHIA:. 
It. % . 
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wrote them 3 and although they gave me hope for deſpaire, yet, not to Hiſſemble, theſe hopes have 
bronght me doubt , _ doubt , feare 5 not that thouloveſt me, for that _—_ Jiperace 


indcement , inſecking to prophane thy affeFion , but that thou wilt not pleaſe to accept o 

wears , nor rn. þ - thine : wherein if thou weigh the fervencie ” E love, pk 
d y 4 wilt not taxe the incredulitie of my feare ; for till T am ſv happie, not onely to hope , but 
to aſſure my ſelfe that Berinthia will be Antonio's, as Antonio #r already Berinthia's, 
N Immſt needs feare, and therefore cannot truely —__. Thave left Liſbone , to reſide at 
h Elvas 3 therefore faire and deare Lady , Theſeech thee deitinate mee ," diſpoſe my ſervice , and 
; command both. T long to injoy the felicitie of thy preſence: for Itake heaven to witweſſe,thy ab- 
- ſence is my hell upon earth. 
» ANTONIO. 


d Berinthia having read this Letter , ſhe approves of Antonio's feare, and attributes 
0 it tothe fervencie and linceritie of his affection : ſhee eſteemes her {elfe infinitely 
happy in her good fortune, and choyce of ſo brave a Cavalier for her ſervant, whom 
2 ſhee hopes a little time will make her huſband 3 to which end ſhee will no longer 
e feed him with delayes, butnow reſolves, by his Page Diego at his returne to ſigni- 
h fie him ſomuch : andina word , to ſend him her heart, as ſhe hath already recieved 


C his.But ſhe knowes not what the 7zteriz: of this time will bring forth, 

is Paſſe wee from Berinthia to her Siſter Catalina, whoſe affettion islikewiſe ſuch 
ff to Antonio , as by this time ſhe hath perſwaded and induced her Father Y3larezo to 
e write himaLetter in her behalfe by Diego, thereby to draw his reſolution, whether 
Ee heintend to ſeeke her for his wife or no; or atleaſt to invite him to Avero. And al- 
> though his affeCtion to her fiſter Berinthia be kept from her, yetſhenotonely ſuſpets, 
[- but feares it. Glad ſhe is of the opportunitie of Diego his being there , ro convey her 
l- Fathers Letter to his Maſter : and yet that joy of hers is ſoone diflolved into griefe, 
is becauſe all thistime he never vouchſafed to write to her:her affeCtionto him flattereth 
d her ſtill with hope, and yet her judgement in her ſelfe ſtill ſuggeſteth her deſpairez for 
0, ſhe hath alwayes the image of this conceit in her imagination , that Antoxrio loves her 
= Siſter Berinthia, and not her ſelfe : her ſuſpicion _ her ſubtill, and fo ſhe deales 
in with Azflva, to draw the truth hereof from Diego, who having learned his lefſon, 
Pp acteth his part well, andI knownot, whether with more $delitie or diſcretion,flatly 
es denyes it : but loe, here betides an accident , which bewrayes the whole tnyſterie and 
re Hiſtory of their affetions. On a Sunday morning , when Berinthia was deſcended to 
Ts the garden togather flowers, againſt het going to Church with her Father and Mo- 
ll ther, her Siſter Catalina ruſheth into her Chamber , toſecke the Hiſtory of Cervan- 
he tez , which the day beforeſhe had lent her 3 andnot finding it either on the Table, 
{t, or the Window , Coker inthe pocket of her gowne,, that ſhe wore the'day before z 
00 and there unwittingly , and unexpectedly findes the laſt Letter that 4ztorio had ſent 
ad her 3 whereby ſhe perceived, it was in yaine for het to hope to enjoy Antenio,(ith ſhee 
ut now apparantly ſaw that he was her ſiſter Berinthia's, and ſhe his. Catalina is hereat 
ot both ſorrowfult and glad ; ſorrowfull, that ſhe ſhould loſe Antonio, and gtad that ſhee 
U- had found his Letter. - And now toſhew her afte&ion to him, and her malice to her 
e) fiſter , ſhe will trie her wits, to ſee whether ſhe can fruſtrate Beriztthia, and ſo obtaine 
e- Antonio for her ſelfe. The paſſions of men may eaſily be found out and deteted, but 
ps the ſecrets and malice of women difficultly. To which end Catalina (hewes this letter 


toher Father,who exceedingly ſtormes hereat, and with many checkes and frownes 
curbes Berinthia of her liberty , and refolvesin his firſt letter to 4=toxio, to forbid him 
his houſe , and her company, excepthe will leave Berinthia, and take Catalina: and 
ſuſlpeing that- his Page Dzego's courting of A»filva, was bur onely a policie and co- 
lour; thereby to convey Letters betwixt his daughter Berinthiaand his Maſterzhee once 
thought to give him his Conge, and prohibit himhis houſe, had not Catalina prayed 
the contrary, who would no way difpleaſe " —_— — Anſilua, _— 
o 3 
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ſhee was to uſe her and afliſtance 1n a matter of great importance. the untocking and 
dilating whereof 1s thus: W | 
\  Cata/inaher aftection-to Antorioy. and conſequently her malice to her lifter Berixthia 
is {0 violent.,.. that as her father bath bereaved her of a great part of her liberty, fo ſhe 
is ſo bloudy and -cruell,, as ſhe vowes todeprive her of her lite : a helliſh reſolution in 
any woman ,, but a moſt unnaturall and damnable attempt. of one Siſter to another : 
but wanting Faith, which is the foundation and bul warkezar.d Religion,which is the 
preſervative and Antidote of our ſoules, ſhe runnes fo wilfully hood-wink'd from God 
to the devill;- as ſhe will advance, and diſdaines.to retire; tit} her malicious and jealous 
thirſt be quenched with her fiſters bloud : to which end ſhee perfwadesand bribes 4n- 
floa with a hundred dackets, to poyſon her filter Berjnthia, and promiſeth her ſo much 
more,when ſhe hath effected it : whereunto this wreched and execrable young waiting 
Gentlewoman conſenteth , and in briefe, promiſeth to performe it : But God hath o- 
therwiſe decreed and ordained. To which end ſhe ſends into the City for ſome ſtrong 
poyſon by an unknowne meſlenger , which is inſtantly brought her in a ſmall galley 
pot. But letus here both admire and wonder at Gods miraculous diſcovery and 
revention thereof : For that very night, when Azſva had determinately reſolved to 
OS poyloned the Lady Berinthia, Diego ſeckes out his Mwſtrefle Anſilua, and finds her 
ſolitarily alone in one of the cloſe over-ſhadowed Bowers of the garden , whom hce 
ſalutes and entertaines with many amorous diſcourſes, and more kifles ; in the mid- 
deſt whereof hisnoſe fell ſuddenly on bleeding , whereat he admired , and ſhe grie- 
ved ; tillatlaſt having bloodied all his owne handkerchiefe, A»//lva ruſheth haſtily to 
her pocket for hers for him , which ſuddenly drawing forth, heraffe&tton to Dzego ha- 
ving made her quite forget her poyſon, ſhe with her handkerchiefe drawes cut the 
ally-pot, . which falling one the floore of the bower, (that was paved with ſquare 
Tineeshic immediatly burſt in pieces;when Dzego's Spaniell licking up the poyſon, in* 
ſtantly ſweld, and died before them. Whereat Diego grew amazed, but fatre more Ax- 
a, who bluſhing with ſhame, & then growing pale for feare, could not invent either 
what to fay or doe.,at the {trangenefle and fuddennefle of this accident. Diego prefleth 
her to know for whom this poyſon was provided,and of whom ſhe had it.Her anſweres 
are variable, andare1o farre from agreeing , asthey contradict each other , which 
breeds in her; the more feare,and in him aſtoniſhment. He conjurresherby al the bonds 
of their affettion , to diſcover it,withtnany millions of proteſtations profefleth it ſhall 
dye with him 5 he addes vowes to hts requeſts,  oathes to his vowes, : and kifles to his 
oathes 5 ſo as:mayds can difhicultly conceale any thing from their Loversbut eſpecially 
fearing that he might peradventure ſuſpeCt that this poyſon was meant and intended 
him : ſhee atlaſt vanquathed with his mportunacy , and'this conſideration, diſcove- 
reth (as we have formerly underſtood ) that her Lady Catalina had wonne her, there- 
with to poyſon her lifter Berinthia, becauſe ſhe ſuſpeCted thee was better beloved of 
his Maſter Don Antozio then her ſelfe. Diego 18 infinitely aſtoniſhed at the ſtrangeneſle 
of this newes.;: and ike a true and -faithfull Page to his Maſter , having drawne this 
wotme froni Anftva's noſe ; and this newesfrom her tongue, under colour to ſeeke a 
remedy to ſtop: his bloud, giving her many kifles , and promifing her his ſpeedy 1e- 
tarne, hee leaves her inthe harden, and fo very ſpeedily finds out Berizthia, to whom 
(with as much truth as curjolatie ) he from poynt to poynt reveales it, praying her to 
be catefull nottb receive.any thing, ; - either from Gata/ina, or Anſilva, and withall to 
wnte,for the next miorne he will ye-to Elves,to reveale it to his Maſter,Beririthiatrem- 
blesat the report of this ftrang arid unexpected newes : ſo having firſt thanked God for 
the diſcovery of this poyſan, and her Siſters malice, the ifeth him a Letter to his 
Maſter; and! heartily. thankes him for bis fidehnte and affection towards her, the 
which ſhe yowerh to tequitt ; andfor a pledge andearheſt:thereof, drawesoffa Diar 
mond from' her finger,arid gives it him for this ol offices(:'  v "$117 
'No ſoonet hath Anroraleapt fromthe watery bed of Therir.and Phebar diſcovered his 
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golden beamesinthe #tured Firmament of Heaven, but Diegoeauſethhighorſe to,bee 
made ready,and tells A»fva,that hisfather hath ſtar for him.t@meet himar Le Seces, & 
that he will not fayle to be backe with her within three dayes,being ready to depart. 

He, under colour of giving order forhis hot(&; leaves her, and (teales into Berizithia's 
Chamber, whom (poore Lap feare would not permit to take any reſt or ſleepe that 
night, the which thee had-partly worne our and imployed.ut waiting her. minde to Wer 
deare Antonio,and ktiowing her {elfe yer ſafe in Xocro with hex father and (iſter,ſher 
ſolved to commit her hononr and her life into hts-protettion : yea, ſhee had.no ſooner 
finiſbed and fealed her Letter torhateffe&t, but Djego comes and knockes ſoftly at her 
chamber doore.Berinthiatn ber night gowne and attire 1s ready for him:the admits him, 
commends his care,grives him her Letter to his Maſter,and prayes him to uſe all poſſible 
diligence in hisreturne : and fo having received alt. her commands;he ſecxetly defcends 
the ſtayreszand taking leave of Ylarezo,andlaſtly,kwling his Miſtreſle Arflva,he leapes 
to horſe, ridesthe (tr{t Stage, there leaves his Gennet,and takes Poaſt. 

Leave we Diego poaſting towards Flngs, and come wee tOCatalina, whoſe malice fin- 
ding no reſt , nor her revenge remedy, fhee that very morne, aſloone as Arſilvacame 
into her chamber, demands whether thee be prepared to performe her owne promiſe, 
and her hopes £ She anfwereth her Lady, that leffe then three dayes (hall effect it,and 
give a period to all her fiſter Beri#thia's. - Whereat ſhee 1s exceeding]y glad , but all 
this while ignorant what Diego hath ſeene , and Berinthia knowesto this eftedt, Amuſel- 
va preſuming on Diego his fidelity, and building on his fecreſie 3 andtherefore lefle 
ſuſpecting his journey to Elvas, remaines ſtill fo graceleſle and imptous in her bloudy 
reſolution, as ſhee now not,onely preſumes, but aflures her ſelfe that Berinthia is neere 
the ebbe of her dayes, atd the ſetting of her life :+ and therefore like an execrable A- 

nt of the Divell, ſhe hath now made ready and provided her ſelfe ofa ſecond poys 

oned potion, which ſhee no way doubts but ſhall ſend her to her laſt ſleepe. But this 
female Monſter, this bloody ſhee-Empericke may be deceived in her art. 

In the interim of which time Dzego arnves at Elvas;and finds out his Maſter,to whom 
he very haſtily delivers Berinthia's Letter; the which Aztorio having kiſfled, breakesoff 
the ſeales,and there,contrary to his hopes, but not to his defires,reades theſe lines : 


BERINTHIA to ANTONTO, 


M- ſiſter Catalina's malice is ſoextreme to mee, ſeth my affeFion is ſuch to thee, as ſhee de- 
generates not onely from Grace , but Nature, andſcekes to bereave me of my life. This 
bearer , thy Page , who I pray.love for my ſake,ſith he under God, hath now preſerved mee for 
thine , will more fully and particularly acquaint thee with the manner thereof. $0, ſith there is 
no fafetie for mee in my Fathers houſe , into whoſe armes and proteFion ſhall Tthrow my ſelfe, 
but onely into thine , of whoſe true and fincere affeFion I am ſo conſtant and confident , as I 


' reit aſſured thou wilt ſhew thy ſelfe thy ſelfe, in preſerving my life with mine honour , and mine 


honour with my life 2 Tt is no poynt of diſobedlience itt mee 10 my Father, / but of deare reſpet to 
mine owne life 5 and therefore to thee , for, and by whom 1 live, that makes me ſo earneſtly de< 
fire both thy alſiſtance and ſight, ſith the firſt will lead me fron: defpaire, the ſecond to hope and 
Joyzand both to contents till when; feare and love with much impatiencie,make me think houres 


Jearer,and minutes moneths. 


BERINTHIA. 


\ . Amtpmio isamaZed atthis rang and unexpected newes, andcuriouſly gathers all 
the. circumſtances thereof froth his Page , when lovye, feare, hope, ſorrow. and joy act 
Fae: ner arty.” if welly hit heattaoctntubriancs 5 when pricing Beridthie' lik 
ay tc a thouſand time before his 'owne , 'he with' great expedition duſpatcherh 


away 
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away Diego the ſame night to Avers, with thisenſuing Letter, which he commands him 
deliver his Miſtreſle Berinthia: with all poſiible ſpeed and ſecrecie. 


ANTONIO to BERINTHIA. 


"A 8 the Sunne,breaking forth of an obſcure cloud, ſhines the clearer, ſo doeth thy true affe@ion 

to mee, in that dammnable malice of thy Siſter Catalina to thy ſelfe for my ſake, in ſuch ſort, 
as I know not whether I more rejoyce at the one, then deteſt the other. Having therefore firſt 
thanked God for thy happie and miraculous preſervation,T next commend my Page,as the ſecond 
cauſe of the diſcovery thereof : and this fidelitie of bis ſhall nerther bee forgotten or unrequited. 
Thinke how tedious time is to me, fith I blame andenvy this ſhort Letter of mine, for taking up 
anduſurping any part thereof. till Tinjoy the honour to ſee thee,and the felicitie to aſſiſt thee.Tre- 
turne it thee Poaſt by Diego, who brought me thine +, and my Coach-man tes mee , I ſhall ra- 
ther flie then runne towards thee. Let the preciſe houre, I beſeech thee, be on Munday night at 
twelve of the clocke, when I will awayt thy ſelfe,and expeF thy commands at the Poſterne of thy 
Fathers Arbour : where, let the light of the candle be my ſignet,and the report of my Piſtoll fall 
be thine. I am throwing away my penne,were it not to ſignifie thee, that my ſword ſhall protet 
thy life, and mine honour preſerve thine:as alſo that Antonio thinks himſelfe the moſt unfortu- 
wnate man of the worldtill Berinthia be impaled in his armes,or he encloyſtered in hers. 


ANTONIO. 


Whiles Diego is poaſting to Avero, Antonio his Maſter 1s preparing to follow 
him,taking (the next morne) his Coach with ſixe horſes, and three reſolute Gentlemen 
his friends to affiſt him , . with each his Rapier and caſe of Piſtols. Diego firlt arrives 
at Avero, yea, a day and two nights before rl Anſilva checkeshim for his long, ſtay; 
and Berinthia a thouſand times thatikes him for his ſpeedy returne. He delivers her his 
Maſters Letter , and prayes her to prepare her ſelfe againſt. the prefixed houre. . Shee 
reades her Antonio's Letter with much Joy and comfort, which her lookes teſtifie,and 
her heart proclaimeth to her thoughts : ſhee will not be {lacke or backwards ina mat- 
ter which ſodeeply imports her well-fare and content 5 and ſo with all poſſible ſecre- 
lie packes up the chiefeſt of her apparell and jewels in a {mall trunke , or caſket, and 
wilheth the houre come , that ſhe wereeither in 4ntorio's armes, or he in hers: and for 
Diegs,he caſteth ſo fubtill a miſt and vaile before Anſilva's eyes, as it is impoſlible cither 
for-her, or her Lady Catalizato perceive any thing. But loe, a ſecond treachery is pro- 
vided, toeffectthat which the firſt could not : and indeed, which went neere to have 

ormed it,had not God miraculouſly & indulgently reached forth his hand to pre- 
vent it : for Catalina (hill perſevers in her inveterate and deadly malice towards her fiſter 
Berinthia.as if God had not yet taught her, or rather, that ſhe would not learne the way 
from Satan 3 or Grace inſtructed and direted her from the impietie of fo foule a finre, 
as the murthering of-her owne and onely ſiſter. For the very night that Aztonio had 
promiſed and aſſigned tofetch Berzxthia, as ſhe had by times retired her ſelfe toher 
chamber, under colourto go to bed.and ready to put on her night abiliments,in comes 
Anſilva, ſent by her gogd and kinde (or rather wicked and cruell) ſiſter, with a ſweet 
Poſlet,(or rather a deadly poyſon in herhand , in a filver covered cup) telling her,that 
her lady had drunke the one halfe, and ſent her the other,it being(as ſhe affirmed)very 
cold and refreſhing forthe liver,againſt the hotneſle of the weather. But Berinthia be- 
ing forewarned,is armed by her tormer danger yet ſhee ſeemes joyfull thereof, and ſo 
accepts it,'/returning,her liſter Catalinathanks, ſaying,ſhe will Irinke it ere ſhee goe to 
bedyyobcly ſhe prayes Awſtua firlt to fetch her rover booke and gloves, which in the 
orne- ſhee had left inher ſiſters chamber. whiles ſhee is wavting , ſhe priyately 
powres-it mtoa filver baſon inher Studie, and waſking the cup three or foure ſeve- 
rall times, ſhe fills ſome Almond milke therein 3 and Avfdva being teturned , kes 


— 
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the faid cup, and prayes her to tell her Siſter , that ſhedrinkes it to her health, and 
withall, gives her the good night - and (o likewiſe doth Arflvatoher. But what a 
good night thought ſhe jn her heart and conſcience, when ſhe knew Berimthia ſhould 
never ſeeday more ? So away (h2 trips to her LadyCata/ina, who demands her if the 
buſineſſe be diſpatched, and her liſter gone to her reſt £ Who replies, ſhe hath druake 
her laſt, and is gone to her eternall reſt. But they are both deceived” in their malicious 
Arithmeticke : For although Catalina extream-ly rejoyce 1n the confident and affured 
death of her ſiſter , yet God ordaineth,that their bloody hopes ſhall deceive them : as 
marke the ſ:quell,and you ſhall ſee how. | 
About an houre after A»/#va's departure,” by Beritthia's order and'appoyntmen 
in wonderfull ſecret ſort incomes Diego to her Chamber, to awayt the houre of his 
Maſters arrivall, and to afliſt her in her eſcape and departure. Berinthiaacquaints him 
with the potion her Siſter Cata izza had right now ſent her by Anſilva : he 'is aſto- 
niſhed at this newes , as being aſſured it was poyſon , and dnbly prayes her tomake 
proofe hereof on Catalina's Parrot , which that afternoone ſhe had brought with her 
into her Chamber : and ſo by her conſent Dzego takes the Parrot, and with a ſpoone 
forceth ſome downe its throat : who poore harmeleſle bird, immediately ſwells and 
dyes before them. They both wonder hereat, and Berinthia at one inſtant both grieves 
and rejoyceth, grieves at her Siſter Catalina's malice and crueltie , and rejoyceth for 
her happy deliverance : firſt prayling God as the Author , then thanking Diego as the 
iſirument thereof - and (o they throw the remaynder of the poyſon out at the win- 
dow, and lay the dead Parrot on the table. And now Berinthia attending and away» 
ting the houre gf her happyneſle , which is that of her Antonio's arrivall , and of her 
owne departure,with as much delire as impatiencie; Diego often looking on the houte= 
olaſle, and Berinthiaa thouſand timeson her Watch. Soatlaſt with a longing , lors 
ging deſire, the joyfull houre of twelve is come, wherein Axtomio arrives : he {ees the 
happy light of her candle, and ſhe heares theſweet mulicke of his Piſtoll , whichres« 
viveth and raviſheth theſe two Lovers, inthe heaven of unexpreflible joy and con- 
tent, when all things being huſh'd up in ſfilence,and every _m__ of the houſe ſoundly 
ſleepmg, Diego ſoftly takes up the ſmall trunke,and Berinthiaas ſecretly followes him - 
and ſo they wonderfull privately ſlip intothe firſt Court,” and fromthence to the po- 
{terne doore of the garden » where Antonio with a thouſand kifles receives het in his 
armes, having no other light but the luſtre of her eyes to light them : forthe Moone, 
that bright Cy=thia, had conſpired & conſented to Berinthia 5eſcape,and therefore pur- 
poſcly withdrawne her brightneſle by hiding and inveloping her ſelfe inthe darknefle 
ofan obſcure cloud. Antonio locking this {weet prize; this his deare and ſweet Berinthia 
in his armes , he with the three Genttemen his friends , conduct her to the end of the 
ſtreet 3 and Dzego following them with the Caſket, where they all privatly and ſilent! 
take Coach, and having opened the City gate with a (ilver key, away they ſpeed for E/- 
24s with al poſitble celerity 3 butT write with griefe, that as theſe atfeQtions of Antonio 
and Beristhiabeginin joy,ſo(l feare)they willend in as much ſorrow and miſery. . - 
Leave we themnow in their journey for Elvas : and returne we toAvers to bloudy 
Catalina; and wretched Anfilua, who lyirg remote from Berinthia's Chamber, could 
not poſhbly: heare ſo much asthe leaſt ſtep of her deſcent and: departure : althoagh 
their malice were ſo extreame asto write the truth, they all that night could not ſleepe 
for joy that Berinthia was diſpatched «© ſo they prepare themſelves againſt themorne; 
to heare ſome pittifull out cries inthe houſe-for Berinthia's death : but ſeeing it neere 
tenoftheclocke; and no ramour nor ſtirre heard, they both(as they were accuſtomed) 
went into her Chamber, thinking to feaſt thcireies nponthe lamentable object of this 
breathlefle Gentlewoman : but'contrary totheir bloudy hopes , theyfindethe neſt, I 
megane the bed;etnptie, and Beriztbianotdead., but eſcaped and Howne away : Onely 
Catalina, ini ſtead: of her Siſter, findes her owne Parrot dead on thetable: they are a- 
ſtoniſhed -atthis newes;, and looke fearefully and deſperately each onother. les 


Gods Revenge againſt Muyther. Booke HI. 
for her part, proteſts and vowes, that ſhe ſaw Berinth;adrinke the poyſon. Bur finding 
Berinthia's (ma}lltrunke wanting, and hearing Diego gone, then Catalina knowes for cer- 
ame, that ſhe was eſcaped, and her young plot detected and prevented. $0 

bey give'thealarum in the houſe, and ſhe goes direttly and acquaints her Father, 
Mothet , and Brother of her Siſter Berinthia's flight, but ſpeakes not a word of the 
z or of the Parrots death. Yilarezo grievesto ſee himiclte robbed of his daugh- 
ter, and Sebaſtiaro of his Siſter : but when they underſtand that Diego was gone with 
her , then they areconftidently aflured , thar4ntonio hath carried her away, which is 
confirmed them by the Porter of the City, whotold them, that'twixt twelve and 
ones aCoach witha Lady, and foure Cavahers, anda Page (drawne by fixe horſes) 
"wbe-gate very {peedily. Yilarezo and his forine Sebaſt;ano (torme at this affront 
andidiſgrace © they conſult what to doe herein : fo firſt they refolve to ſend oneto 
Elvas ,' to know: yea orno, whether Berznthia be there with Antonio 2 The meſienger 
{eht-, returnes, -and aflures them thereof, as alſo, that Amterio is retyred from Elva, to 
a Caſtle of his without the walls of the City , where it is reported he keepes the Lady 
Berinthia with much honour and reſpect. Had old Y:larezs had his health and ſtrength, 
he would himſelfe in perſon have undertaken this journey, but being ſicke of the 
Gowt,, he ſends his ſonne Sebaſtiano to Elvas , accompanied with ſixe reſolute Gentle- 
men;his neere allies and friends,to draw reaſon of Amtonio for this aftront and diſgrace; 
and ſoeither by Law, Force, Policie, or perſwaſion,to bring backe Berinthia.Sebaitians 
knowing Bermthiatobe his Siſter, and Antonio his former ancient and intimate friend, 
with a kind of unwilling willingneſle accepts of this journey - he comes to Elkvas, and 
findes his former inteNigence true, he repayres to Aztonio i Caltle, accompanied with 
has fixe aflociates | Anterrio admits themall mto the firſt Court, and onely twomore of 
thee) into'the ſecond 3 where he ſalutes them kindly, and bids them all welcome to his 
Caſtle. Sebaftiaxolayes before him the fouleneſle of his fat, in ſtealing away his Siſter 
in that clandeſtine and baſe manner, the ſcandall which he hath layd upon her, and 
conſequently on all their familyand bloud, tells him that his father and himſclfe are 
refolved to hive her agame at what price ſoever 3 and therfore conjures hmm by the 
reſpe&-of his owne honour , and'by the conſideration and remembrance of all their 
former friendſhip, to deliver him his Siſter Berinthia. Antonio an{wereth Sebiſtiano, 
that-it was an honourable aftection , and no baſe reſpect which led him to afliſt his 
Siſter | Berinthia in her flight and eſcape : that he never was nor would bee a juſt 
either to her , her family, orbloud 5 that his malicious Siſter Cataling was 
the authour and cauſe thereof, who by her wayring Gentlewoman A4nſfilve had twice 
ther:and therefore,ſith he could not deliver her with her owne ſafety, 


foughtre poyſon 
and hishonour and conſcience , he was refolved to prote@ her in his Caſtle,againſtany 
whoſbever,thatſhould ſceke either to enforce or offend her. | 
ao is perplexed atthis ſtrange newes,and wondereth at Antonio's reſolution : 
fordoe the two. Gentlemen with him*+- he defires 4rmtoniothat he may ſee and ſpeake 
with his Siſter Beriethia ; the which! hefreely and honourably grants : and fo taking 
him by the band , they enter the Hall : where Berinthia having nonce hereof (acoom- 
ed withtwo of Antonio his Siſters) afloone comes, and with acheerefull-coumm- 
 tenanceadvanceth towards her Brother : hee ſalutes her, and ſhe firithim, thenthe 
other two Gentlemen her Coufins. Sebaſtiano prayes Antonio , that he mayconferre 
apartwith his Siſter. Atorzo rephes , that his Siſter Berinthia's pleaſure ſhalFever be 
ln--$be willingly conſents hereunto, when he taking her by the hand, 'conduts 
ker tothe fartheſt window , and there ſhewes. her her diſobedience to her Father her 
diſhotwur toher ſelte, and griefe to her friends , for this-her unadviſed'and raſh flight, 
andTo/peifwadesherto returbe : and that iffhe imend/ to Antomo, this not 
the way , bt rather a covrſe asirregular as ſbamefull- His Siſter Ber-116ie defivers 
him at full the:cauſe of her bod nat fea conftantly affirmes what Awiomio 
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by her wayting Gentlewoman Arſilva, though with more ample circumſtance and 
dilation: : and to teſtifie the truth , Dicgois produced, who vowes and proteſts the 
ſame-' Sebeſtianocheckes her of folly and cruelty, ſhewes her, that in ſeeking to wrong 
others, ſhe onely wrongs her ſelfezthat in inventing and caſting a feigned crimeon her 
Siſter Catalin:,ſhe makes her owne conſpicuous and true 3 thatſhe hath no ſafety but in 
her returne:whereunto with many reaſons he ſeckes to perſivade and induce her. 

His Siſter Berinthia againe an{wer=th him, that there isno ſafety for herin Avero, 
and that ſhe cannot expect greater then ſhe jmdsin Elkyas : ſhe prayes himto thinke 
charitably and honourably of her departure-and ifever her Father wil love her,ſhe re- 
queſts him not to hate , but to love Antonio, whoſe Caſtle ſhe finds a Sanftuary, both 
for her honour and life 3 taking God and his Angels, her conſcience and foule to wit- 
nelle, that her Siſter Catalina's crime is true and not faigned. Sebaitiano ſeeing Antonio 
reſolute, and his Siſter wiltull and obſtinate, beginnes to take leave, telling her,thathe 
will leave her to her folly, thatto her ſhame, and her ſhame to her repentance, and ſo 
concludes to goe into the City , to reſolve on what he hath to doe, for her good and his 
owne honour. Antonio: prayes him to dine in his Caſtle with his Siſter - but he refuſerh 
it, ſaith he hath given the firſt breach to their friendſhip, and his owne honour, which 
he ſhall repent, if notrepaire, and ſo departs. Being come into the City , he conſults 
ths buſineſle with the Gentlemen, hisatlociats, and both him(elfe and they are of 
opinion to ſend one poaſt to acquaint his Father herewith, and ſoto crave his pleaſure 
and reſolution, how he ſhall beare himſelte herein. It 1sever anexcellent poynt both 
of wiſedome and diſcretion, for aſonne to ſteere his aftions by the cotratle of his 
Fathers commands. His couſin Yillardras undertakes this journey to Avero. Old 
Uilarezois perplexed and prieved at this report, and in ſtead of comfort,receives more 
affiiction, his care , curiolitie , paſhonand griefe : ſeverallyexamineth firſt Cataling, 
then Azſilva, who (like theeves 1n a faire, or'murtherers ina Forreſthhe finds equally 
conſtant in theirdenyall, being ſodevoyd of grace , and repleat ofimpietie, asthey 
confirme and maintaine their innocendies with many bitter- oathes and aſleverations : 
ſo he returnes Vil/andras to Eluas,with this Letter to his ſonne Sebaſtiano, 


VILAREZO tOSEBASTIANGO, 


Commend thy wiſedome, as nmch as I diſpraiſe. Antonio's reſolntion.and grieve at thy Siſter 
| rwrens folly and diſobedience © I have carefully and curiouſly exantined the two parties, 
whom 1 finde as innocent as conſtant in the true denial of therr falſely objefed crimes * Ihiwe 


conſulted with Nature and Honour, how herein 1 might bee diretFed by them,and conſtquently, | 


thou by. mee 5 ſo they ſuggeſt me this advice, and I adviſe thee this reſolution, either by the Law 
of the kingdome, or by that of thy ſward, with expe-ition to returne me my Daughter, thy Si= 
fn Berinthia, and let not the Oratorie either of Antonio 5 tongue, or her teares perſwade thee 
tothe "EN «inte as ſhee is gniltie of our diſhonowurs,ſo we ſhall be atceſſary to hers : Let me 
wederſt and the proceedinhereing,Q according as oCCaſton foul profeuc.if my fickneſſe and weak 
meſſe will riot leave me; Imotwithſtanditte will leave Avero to ſee Elvas. 11 
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Whiles 80eſtizns is conſulting how to free his Siſter #er6ithia from the power 6f 


Antonio;ſpeake we zlittle of Catalina; 'who (as {kilfall in ſubtittie as malice) ſeeing hep 
treachery and bloodie jritencs revealed , thinkes itnow my. bw rs makeaway atid 
poyſon Anſfiva 5 gronnding hereeſohition on this maximhe ,” both of policie and eſtate; 
 Thardead folkesdoe tbither harme; nor tell tales. BehafUkheve the juſtice word yo 
vidence of God !he who hid ſnares for others; muſt now beraken inthety tier ſelfe ? 
@ puni t which the fine of this wretched Gentlewotnanfindes, betatiſe defer 
ved/:; thaie' is no yieenor malice , bit have tir pretenFBedhonrs/ Otrubes fue 
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fault with two or three red pimples that Axſdva hath in her face, which ſhee will have 
taken away. She ſends for an Emperickez one Pedro Sarmiata, and proffereth him one 
hundred Duckets to poyſon her,which like a limbe of the devill he undertakes;and in- 
fulmg poyſon in ſome potions, hee adminiſtrethit her: ſhe the very next day dyes : a 
fit —_ and puniſhment for {o graceleſſe and bloudy a Gentlewoman, who ( as we 
have formerly ſeene)made no religion nor conſcience, to attempt two ſeverall times to 
poylon the faire and vertuous Berinthia. 

Whiles this Tragedie isaCting at Avero, Sebaſtiano _— to aCt another in Ekvar, but 
a thouſand times lefle impious, and more honourable : F or having received his Fathers 
order by Vill/andras,he now ſends him intothe Caſtlezto take Antonio's,& Berinthia's laſt 
reſolution;he is admitted to them:Uzllardyas diretts his ſpeech firſt to Berirthia, then to 
Antonio,to whom he relateth his meſſage, and Sebaſtiano's pleaſure. Berimthiareturnes 
him this anſwer : Coulin Vz{/ardras, recommend me courteouſly to my brother Sebaſtia- 
20, and tell him,my firſt anſwer and reſolution is,and ſhall be my laſt. And (quoth A» 
tonio)1I pray ye likewiſe informe him from me, that Berinthia's will ismy law, and her 
reſolution mine, and that I will be as carefull, as willing and ready to loſe my life in de- 
fence and preſervation of hers. YVi{{/andras returnes and acquaints Sebaſtzano with this 
their laſt reſolutionsz from which he alleageth it is impoſſible for them to be difſwa- 
ded or diverted. Seb-ſtiano is beaten with two contrary and irreſolute windes, what to 
doe1n a bulineſle of this nature;,either to recoyer bis ſiſter by Law,orby Armes:by Law, 
he holds it a courſe both cowardly and prejudiciall:by Armes,he ſees he muſt kill him- * 
ſelfe or his friend:to undertake the firſt, would be the laughter of Antonio 3 andnot to MW: 
attempt theſecond, the ſhame of all Portyga#and Spaine : he therefore preferres gene- 
rality before reaſon, and paſſion above judgement, and ſo reſolves to fight with Anto-., © 
io : to which end he makes choice of his Colin Yillardras for his cs and thenext- 
morne ſends him to the Caſtle with this Challenge : 
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SEBASTIANO to ANTONIO. 


Muſt either returne my ſiſter Berinthia to Avero,or loſe my life here at Elvas:for Thad rather 

dye, then live to ſee her diſhononr, ſith hers is mine : neither doe I firſt infringe or violate the 
bonds of our —_—_ rather thy ſelfe, ſith thou art both the anthour and cauſe thereof: where- 
fore of two things refolue on one: Either before to morrow morning ſixe of the clocke render met 
2vy ſiſter Berinthia, or elſe at that houre meet mee on foot, with jd Second, in the ſquare greene 
Meadow under thine owne Caſtle,where the choice of two ſingle Rapiers ſhall await or attend thee. 
if thou art honourable,thou wilt grant my firſt 5 if generons, not deny my ſecond requeſt. 
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SEBASTIANO. 


Antonio receives this Challenge, bearesit privately,from all the world,eſpecially from 
his ſweet Berixthia,wbo(poore Lady)little imagines or {uſpects her brother & lover are 
ruſhing forth for her ſake;He returnes this anſwer by Villandras,that he cannot grant Se- 
baſtians his firſt requeſt; nor will not denie him his ſecond. So he chuſeth a Cofin-ger- 
mane of his, a valiant-young Gentleman, tearmed Dor Belaſco,who willingly and —_ 
ingageth himſelfe in this quarrell.So he and Villandras that night(with as much friend- 
flup as ſecrelie) meet in the City, and reſolve on the Rapiers, and other ceremonies re- - 

iſite in Dwels. The morne appeares, when our Combatants leape from' their beds to 
held; where a ide before lixe(being the appoinged anda nctahe 

Seconds performe their office in viſitingthe Principals, who caſt off their doublets and 
draw, and ſottraverſing their groung.they, with judgement and generofity,fall to their 
buſineſlez atthe firſt cloze; Antonio is wounded in the right arme,and Sebaftiano inthe k 

bach glaunced.ona rib :. at the ſecond, Sehaſtiano wounds 4ntoxio'twixt the ; 
era litleabove his right papand he him cleane thorow the body, of 
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_ with him for his victory, which Sebaſtiano with much modeſty aſcribes to the pow- 


wound, wherewith his {word fell from him, and he tothe me z when fearing and 
preſaging hisdeath, he with a faint language begs his life o 


vaine ; for 1t 15 not in his power to give him his li 
ſoule departed to another world. This tragicall newes is ſoone knowne and bruited in 
Elvas, whereof the criminall Judges of that City remit Sebaſt;zano with as much caſe, as 
Vilandras with difficulty ( in favourot mony and friends) and obtaine their pardons. 
And now the neweshereotfhkewiſe flics to Antonre s Caltle, where his dead body, 1d 
that of Bellaſco,are ſpeedily conveyed and brought, to the griefe and ſorrow of all thoſe 


: of the Caſtle,who bitterly weepe for the diſaſter of their Lord and Maſter-Bur all theſe 
+ teares are nothing to thoſe of Antonio's twe lifters ; nor theirs any thing, in compariſon 
* of theſe of our ſweet Berimthia, whois no ſooner advertiſed hereof, but ſhee talis to the 


ground with ſorrow, - and there wrings her hands, beats her breaſt, and teares off her 
haire, in ſuch mournefull and pittifull ſort, that Cruelty herſelfe could not refraine 
from teares,to {ee the-numberleſle infinitie of hers : Counſel, advice, perſwaſion can- 


-not perſwade her to give a moderation to her mourning, or limits to her ſorrowes:for 


they are ſo violent,as their extremity exceeds all exceſle. She will ſee the dead body of 
her deare Antonio 3 all thoſe of the Caſtle are not capable to divert hereyes from this 
wofull and pittifull object; at the fight whereof ſhee falls to the ground on her knees, 
and gives to his breathleſle body a thouſand kifles : yea, ſhe waſheth his ſweet cheekes 
with a whole deluge and inundation of her {altteares : ſhe cannot ſpeake for ſighing, 
nor utter a word for _—_ 3 onely wringing her hands, ſhee at laſt breathed forth 
theſe mournetull and pathonate fpeeches : O my deare A#tonis, my ſweet and deare 
Antonio, Antonio, would God my death had ranſomed and prevented thine,O m y Anto- 
#i0,my Antonio. 

Leave we Berinthia to her paſſionate ſorrowes, and ſorrowfu'l paſſions, from which 
her brother Sebaſtiano will ſoone awake her 3 'who by this time as Victor and Cons 
querour, is come to the Caſtle gate, and demands her, where he ſees himſelfe retuſed, 
and the draw-bridges and approaches drawne up, and rampired with Barricadoes : hee 
craves aydof the Criminall Judges, whoſend the Provoſt with an armed company of 
Souldiers : ſothey force the Caſtle gate with a Petard, where forruwtull Berinthia is de- 
livered intothe hands of her joyfull and rejoycing brother Sebaſt;.zo, who with ſweet 
perſwaſionsand advice ſeekes to exhale and dry up her teares : but her atteCtion 1: ſo 
great, as ſhe is not capable of conſolation. Ina word, ſhe cannot looke on her Brother 
with the eye ofaffetion,butof revenge and indignation; yea ; ſhe wiſheth herſclfe me- 
tamorphoſed from a virgin toa man, that ſhe might be revenged of her Brother for the 
death of her deare LoverA4ntenios.Sebaftianoleaving the dead bodies of Antonio &Belaſeg 
to their Craves, takes Coach with his incenſed and forrowfull Siſter Berizthia; and fo 
leaves Elvas and returnes towards Avero : where his Father Vilarezoand his Mother Al- 
phanta welcome him home with praiſe, and their Daughter Berizthia with checks and 
frownes,who(the beſt ſhe may)ſmothers _ diſcontents; but yet vowes to be revenged 
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of her Brother,/tor killing the life of her joy,and joy of her lite:A=tonio.But all vowes of 
this bloudy nature and quality are better broken then kept, whichif Berinthia had had 
the grace to have conſidered, and made good uſe of, doubtlefle her hand had proved 
mote joytull,and not ſo fatall and miſerable. 

Come we now to Cutaliza,who ſeeing the objett of her affeH10n, Antorio, dead, and 
her Siſter Berinthiareturned, who,for his ſake, was that of her living malice, fhe ſecretly 
confeſleth her tault to her fiſter, in ſeeking formerly twice to have poyloned her by Ax- 
ſilva, cravespardon of her, vowing henceforth to convert her malice to affeQion, and 
ſoreconciles her ſclfe to herzwhereunto her ſiſter Berinthia willingly condeſcendeth.Ca« 
talina hath made her peace with her Siſter, but ſhee hath not contracted and concluded 
it with God for A»ſi/vs's death. Earth may forget this Murther, but Heaven will not. 
Gods judgements are as juſt as ſecret, andas true as wonderfull; for hee hath a thouſand 
meanes to puniſh us, when wee thinke our ſelves ſafe and furtheſt from pumſhment : 
which our wretched Catalina, and herexecrable Empericke Sarmiata ſhall ſee verified 
in themſelves. Fortheſmoke of this their bloudy crime of Murther, hath pierced the 
Vaultsand Windowesof Heaven, and is aſcended to the Noſtrels of the Lord, who 
hath now bent his Bow, and made ready his Arrowes to revenge and puniſh them. The 
manner 15 thus : 

A liſter of Anſilva's, named Tſabel/a, is to bee marryed in Avero, who invites the 
Ladies Catalina and Berinthia to her Wedding. Berinthia-1s too ſorrowfull to bee fo 
merry, asdefirous ratherto goe to her owne Grave, then toany others Nupraalls : 
ſo ſhee ſtayes at home, onely her Siſter Cat alina takes Coach, ' with an intent to accom- 
pany the Bride-woman to Church : but ſeeqhe Providence and Juſtice of God, how 
it ſurpriſeth and overtakes this wretched Gentlewoman Catahna | for as ſhee was in 
her way, . the Sunne is inſtantly eclipſed, and the Skies overcaſt, and ſo a terrible 
and fearefull Thunder-bclt pierceth her thorow the breſt, and layes herneere deadin 
her Coach : her Wayting-maids and Coach-man having no hurt, are yet amazed at 
this ſtrange and diſtnall accident 3 ſothey thinke it fit to returne. Catalina is for a 
time ſpeechleſle, her Parents are as it were dead with griefe and ſorrow hereat, ſhee 
1s committed to her bed, and ſearched, and all her body above her waſte is found cole- 
blacke : the beſt Phyſitians and Chirurgians are ſent for, they ſee her death-{trooken 
with that Planet, and therefore adjudge their skill but vaine : her ſtrength and ſenſes 
fall from her, which Catalina having the happineſle to perceive, an grace to feele, 
will no longer be ſeduced with the devils temptations. The Divines prepare her ſoule 
for Heaven, and now ſhee will no longer diflemble with man or God 3 ſhee will not 
charge her conſcience with {o foule a Crime as Murther, the which ſhee knowes will 
prove a ſtop to the fruition of her felicity. Shee confeſleth, ſhee twice procured her 
Wayting-gentlewoman Arſilvato poyſon her Siſter Berizthia 5 and fince that, ſhee hath 
given Sarmiataonehundred Ducketsto poyſon the ſaid Anſilua, which hee performed, 
and whereof ſhee humbly begges pardon of all the world, and eligicatly of God 
whom ſhee beſcecheth to bee mercifull to her ſoule + and fo, though ſhee lived pro- 
phanely and impiouſly, yetſhee dyed repentantly and religiouſly. Uilarezo and Al- 
phanta, her old parents, grieve and ſtorme at her aeath, but more extreamely at the 
manner thereof, and eſpecially at the confeſſion of her bloudy crimes, as well towards 
living Berinthia, asdead Anſilva, onely their Daughter Berinthia is (ilent hereat 3 glad, 
that ſhee is freed of anenemy, ſorrowfull, to have loſt a Siſter : they are infinitely 
vexed to publiſh their daughter Catalina's crimes, yet they are inforced toit, thatthere- 
by this $arzriata, this Agent of Hell, may receive condigne puniſhment for his blou- 
dy offence here on earth. So they acquaint the Crizinall TIadges hereof, who de- 
eree order and power for his apprehenſion. $8armiata 15 revelling and feaſting at 7- 

ſabella's wedding to which heisappointed and requeſted to furniſh the Sweet-meates 
for the Banquets + buthee little thinkes what ſowre {auce theres providing for him. 
| Wee 
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We are never neereſt danger,then when wee thinke our ſelyes furtheſt froin it: and al- 
thuugh his finnefull ſecurity was ſuch, as the Devill had made him _ his murther 
of Anfilva, yet God will, and doth remember it 3 and lo, here comes his ſtorme, here his 
jira an and Pry his puniſhment. By this timethe newes of Catalina's ſud- 
dame death (butnot of her ſecret confeſſion) is publiſhed in Aero, and arrived atthe 
Bride-houſe,which gives both aſtoniſhment and griefe to all the world 3 bur eſpecially 
toSarmiata,whoſe heart and conſcience now _ im many thundering peales of feare, 
terrourand deſpaire : his bloudy thoughts purſue him like fo _ bloudhounds, and 
becauſe he hath forſaken God, therefore the devill will not forſake him 3 he counſel- 
leth him to flie, and to provide for his ſafety : but what ſafety ſo unſecure, dangerous, 
or miſerable for a Chriſtian, as tothrow himſelfe into the Devils proteCtion ? Sarmiata 
hereon fearing that Catalina had revealed his poyſoning of Alf lva, vety ſecretly ſteales 
away his Clocbe,nitd ſo ſlipsdowne to a Poſterne doore of the little Court, hoping toeſ- 
cape ; but he is deceived of his hopes: for the eye of Gods providence findes him out: 
The houſe is beleagured for him by Officers, who apprehend him as he ifſneth forth, 
and ſo commit him cloſe priſoner. In the afternoone the Judges examine him upon the 
poyſoning of Arſilva, and the receipt of one hundred Duckets, to effeCt it, from Catalina, 
which ſhe at her death confe fled. He addes\inne to {inne, and denyes it with many im- 
pious oathes and fearefull imprecations 3 but they availe him — his Judges cen» 
ſure him to the Racke, where,upon the firſt torment he confeſleth it,but with ſo grace- 
lefle an impudency, as he rather rejoyceth then'grieves hereat : where we may obſerve 
how ſtrongly the Devill ſtickes to him, and how cloſely he 1s bewitched to the Devill - 
ſo for reparation of this foulecrime of his, he'is condemned to be hanged, which the 
next morne is performed right againſt Y/;/arezo his houſe, at the Gallowes purpoſely e- 
reted ; and which is worſe then all the reſt, as this lewd villaine Sarmiata lived pro« 
phanely,ſo he dyed as deſperately, without repenting his bloudy fact, or imploring par- 
don or mercy of God for the ſame, O miſerable example !.O fearefull end ! O blou- 
dy and damnable miſcreant ! Wee have ſeene the Theater of this Hiſtory gored with 
preat variety of bloud, the mournefull and lamentable'fpeCtacle whereof is capable to 
make any Chriſtian heart relent into pitty, compaſſion, and teates. But this is not all, 
we ſhall yet ſee more, not that it any way increaſeth our terrour, but rather our conſo- 
lation, Gb thereby we may obſerve that Murther comes from Sathan, and its puniſh- 
ment from God. 

Catalina's confeſſion and death is not capable to deface and waſh away Berinthia't 
malice and revenge to her brother Sebaſtiano, for killing of her deare and ſweet Love 
Antonio. Other T ragedies are paſt, but this as yet not afted, but ro come : Lo now 
atlaſt ( though indeed too too ſoone )) it c@tnes on the Stage. The remembrance of 
Antonio and hisafteQtion is: ſtill' freſh in her yourthfull thoughts and contemplations, 
yea, his dead idea is alwayes preſent and living in her heart and breſt : 'ris true, Seba- 

ſtiano is her brother; 'ris as true ſhe ſaith, thatif he had not killed Antonio; Antonio 
had beene her husband. Againe ſhe confidereth, that as 4Axtonio'slife preſerved hers 
from death 3 fo her life hath beene the cauſe of his - and as ſhe loſt his life for her 
ſake, why ſhould-not ſhe: likewiſe leave hers for his ? ' ef rather, why ſhould ſhe per- 
mit him to hve, who bath: beteaved her of him- 3 Bur her living afte&tion toher 
dead friend is ſo violent, and withall-ſo prejudicate and revengefull, as ſhe neither can, 
nor will ſee her Brother, whokillVd him, ''bue with malice 4nd 1ndignation. Inſtead of 
conſulting with vature andgrace, ſhe onely converſeth with choller and paſſion; yea 
ſhe is ſo miſerably tranſported in her tage, 'and ſo outragiouſly wilfull in herreſblu- 
tion, as ſhe ſhuts the doore of her heart to the two former vertues, to whom ſhe ſhould 
open it, and openeth it tothe two latter vices, 'gainſt whom ſhe ſhould ſhut jt: A mi- 
ſery equally ominous and fatall, where Reaſons not the Miſtris of our Paſſions, and 
Religion the Queene of our Reaſon. Shee ſeesthis bloudy attempt of -hets, wheteinto 
ſhe 15 entring, 15 finnefull and impious; __—_ her faith is ſo weake towards oy 
2 an 
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ahdthe Devill ſo ſtrong with her.as ſhe 14 conſtant toadvance.and reſolute not toretire 
therein-Oh that Bermmthia's former Vertues ſhould be diſgraced with ſofoule a Vice!land 
oh that a tace ſo ſweetly faire ſhould be agcampanyed and linked with a heart ſo cruel- 
ly barbarous, fo bloudily chumane ! for what can ſhe hope from this attempt in kil- 
ling her brother, but likewiſe toruine her felfe ?: nay, had the had any ſparke of wit or 
prace left her, {he ſhould conſider,that for this foule oftence her body ſhall receive pu- 
gmſhment in this world, and her {oule,without repentance in that tocome: but ſhe can- 
notereCt her eyes to-heayen, ſhe is all ſet on revenge fo the Devill hath plorted the 
Murther of her brother Sebaſtiaro,& ſhe;like a moſt wretched and inhumane ſiſter, will 
ſpeedily aCt it. The manner 1s thus: (the which I cannot remember without griefe, nor 
pen without teares) She provides her ſelfeof .a long and ſharpe knife, the which, fome 
ten dayesafterthe death of her ſiſter Catalina, 'twixt foure and five of the clocke in the 
morning, ſhe hides in one of her {leeves3-andthe better to cover and overvaile her vil- 
lany, ſhe in the ſame hand takes her Lute, and ſo enters her brothers Chamber, and 
findes him ſleeping, being a pretty way diſtant from hers, and his Page Philippe in a 
lower Chamber under him, reſolving that it ſhe had found him waking,the would-play 
on her Lute, and attirme, ſhe came tgd-give him the good morrow. But Sebaſtiano his 
fortune, or rather his misfortune was ſuch, that he was then ſoundly ſleeping, without 
dreaming, or once thinking what ſhould befall him; when his wretched and execra- 
ble ſiſter Berinthia, \talkes cloſe to him, and laying her Lute ſoftly on the window, 
drawesout her devilliſh knife forth her. {leeve, and as a ſhe-devill incarnate, cuts his 
throate, to the end he mightneither cry nor ſpeakezand ſo,though with a female hand, 
yet with a maſculine courage ſhe (with as much malice as haſte)gives him ſeaven ſeve- 
rall wounds thorow the body, -and as neere the heart as ſhe could 3 whereof hetwice 
turning himſelte in his bed; never ſprawled-mote : and then taking up her Lute; -and 
leaving him reeking in his bloud, haker this her, helliſh fa&, hyesher ſelfe to: her 
Chamber. | denStit. O on 0424 | 

, This cruell Murther is not{ooloſcly perpetrated and'afted, but Philippo, Sebaſtians's 
page, heares ſomeextraordinary ſtirringand ſtrugling/in his Maſters chamber, and fo 
leapes out of hjs bed,and taking hiscloake on his ſhoulders; & his Rapierin his hand; he 
aſcendsthe ſtaires ; . where Berinthia hath not made fogreat ſpeed,: but he ſees heren- 
tring her Chamber, and:throwing her doore after her : : whence running to his Maſters 
Chamber, he findes the doore open, and his maſter moſt cruelly nwurthered m his 
bed, of eight ſeverall wounds: 'at which-bloudy andiJamentable (pe&acle he makes 
many bitter and pittifull eatcryes; whereat.all the houſe isinallarum; and 'the folkes 
and ſervantsrepairethither ofal. ſides. By this time Berinthia hath ſhifted her outward 
Taffata gowne, , ſprinkled all with bloud, and wrapt her bloudy knife cloſe in it;. and 
forthe more ſecreſie, throwesit.into her Cloſeſtoole, and ſo awaits thecomming up-of 
herFather and Mother, whom the mournefyll eccho and-ſorrowfull newts of theirfon 
Sebaſtiano's gruell murther, had with an ocean of teares:wafted; to his Chamber, with 
whom Berinthia likewiſe, all blubber'd with teares,cnters.. They areallamazed at the 
fight of this bloudy and. breathlefle corpy) apd wringing their hands,] Father, Mother, 
Daughter, and Servants; looke one on-another in this calamity, and-atthis forrowfall 
diſaſter, They ſearch every Chamber, Vault, and:Doore:of the'Houſe, ' and finde 
nobody, nor print of drops.,of 'bload. what{ocver 3 when Philippo-the Page cries out; 
thathe feares it is the Lady Berizthia, wha:hath murthered her foie, and his Ma- 
ſter Sebaſtiano, for that ke ſaw her flying to her Chamber: as be aſcended the'Stayres. 
Uilarezo and; Alphanta his wife are doubly amazed at this report;: but-graceleſle Be- 
rinthia is no-way, daunted or. aſtoniſhed heteat, but afftirmes, the likewiſe heard: ſome 
ſtirring 19 her Brothers ' Chamber, ' which made | her:ariſe;and; cometo the Stayre- 
head, ng ae po, {hee being in her'night attite,' modeſty made her retire to 
hexChamber., They all ERS the ſugar of her words, 4nd: the circumſtance of het 
excuſe 3 - yet they-will not proclaune her innocency, tall they have ſearched her Cham- 
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ber, and all her Trunks, where they finde noKnife, Stilletto, Dagger, or any other of- 
fenſive Weapon 3 and-ſo her Father and Mother acquit her : but God will not. Not- 
withſtanding they muſt advertiſe the Criminall Indges of this lamentable and bloud 
murther of their ſonne,which they doe. So they arrive, viſit the dead body, and cauſe | 
all the Houſe to be ſearched:but as ſoone as they heard Phulippo's ſpeeches and ſuſpition {4 
- of Berinthia, then,confidering her affeftion to Antonio, and her brother Sebaſtiano't kil- Y 
ling of him at Elvas, they attribute thisto be her fact, as proceeding from paſſionate re- 
vengezwhen the ſequell and circumſtances thereof being apparent in themſelves, they 
not regarding her Fathers prayers, her mothers requeſts, and her owne teares, ſeize on 
her, and fo ſend and commit her cloſe Priſoner : where wretched Gentlewoman, ſhee 
hath a whole night leftand given her, to ſee and conſider the fouleneſle of her fa&,and 
to prepare herſelfe to her anſwer: which whether it will breedein her confeſſion or de- 
nyall, obſtinacy or repentance, as yet 1 know not. So from her impriſonment, corfie we 
to her anſwer. | 
Avero rings with the newes of this foule and bloudy Murther. All bewaile, all 
lament the death of Sebaſtiano, | as a 'Gentleinan, who was truely noble, truely gene- 
rous : but his Father Yzlarezo and Mother 4lphanta ſeeme to drowne themſelves in 
their teares, at theſe mournefull accidents, ſtrange croſſes, and unheard of afflicti- 
ons of theirs. For though they will not believe, yet they deepely feare, that their 
daughter Berinthia wasthe murtherer of }:er brother Sebaſtian : and as afteCtion ſeemes 
to divert them from this opmion, ſo reaſon indeavoureth to perſwade and confirme 
them in the contrary. The next morne the Judges fit, and ſend for Berinthia, who 
. comes accompamied with her parents, - and many of her kinsfolkes : they againe exa- 
:: mine her,and confront her with 7hilippo3 ſhe is firme in her denyall, and he Judges 
; finde circumſtances, butno probability nor witneſle againſt her, ſufficient toconvict 
her of this crime; yet direCted by the finger of God, they condemne her to the Racke. 
q One of her Judges pittying her deſcent, youth,. and beauty, as much as he deteſts this 
Murther, 4ntreats that her Chamber may be fr{t curiouſly ſearched, ere ſhe expoſed 
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x tothe Racke. This advice and requeſt 1s heard and followed with approbation. He, 
a and two other Officers, accompanied with ſome of her friends, repaire to Yilarezo 
- his houſe, and Berinthia her chamber 3 they leave no place, Trunke, Cheſt, or Boxe, 
, unſearched : yea, their curioſity, or to ſay truer, their zeale and fidelity to mv 
* deſcends fo low, as to viſit her Cloſe-ſtoole, which, for want of the wh they breake 
- open; and behold the providence and Juſtice of God ! here theytfinde Berinthia's 
a bloudy Gowne, and therein very cloſely wrapt up that helliſh Knife, wherewith ſhee 
5 perpetrated this inhumane murther on her onely brother. They praiſe and glorific 
d God for the-diſcovery hereof, and o returne to their Tribunall of Juſtice, bringing 
7 theſe bloudy evidences with them, which Berizthia mought all this while have remo- 
f ved, if God, to his glory, and herſhame, had not all this time purpoſely blinded the 
: eyes of her judgement to the contrary. At the ſight hereof, ſhe without any tor- 
h ment, confefleth the Murther, and with many teares repents herſelfe of it 3 adding 
4 withall that her afteCtion to Aztonio led her to this revenge on her brother: and there- 
> fore beſcecheth her Judgesto have compaſlion on her youth. But the fouleneſle of her 
y fa& in thoſe grave and juſt perſonages, wipes off the faireneſle of her requeſt : So they 
© con{ultand pronounce Sentence againſt her, That for expiation of this her cruell mur- 
t5 ther on the perſon of her brother, ſhee the next morne ſhall be hanged in the publike 
p Market place. So all praiſe God for the detection of this Iamentable Murrther, and for 
- the daaion of thisexecrable Murtherefle : and thoſe who before locked on 
"0 her youth and beauty with pitty, now behold her foulecrime with hatred and dete- 
E ſtation 3 and as they applaud the ſincerity of her former affection to Antonio, fo 
A they farre more deteſtand condemnethis her inhumanecruelty to her owne brother 
y Sebaſtiano. But what griefe is there comparable to that of her Father and Mother ? 
. 


Whoſe age, content, and patience is not onely battered, but razed downe with the ſc 
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verall affaults ot affliftiors{o as they wiſh themſelves buried,or that their Children had 
beene unborne : for it'is rather a torment then a griefe to them, that they, whom they 
hoped would have beene props and comforts to their age, ſhould now prove inſtru- 
ments and fubjedts to ſhortentheir dayes,and conſequently to draw their age tothe mi- 
ſeries of an untimely and forrowfull grave. Butalthough they havetaſted a world of 
Tmefe ah anxiety,firſt for the death of their daughter Cataline, and then of their onely 
onne Sehaſtiano ; yetit pierceth them to the heart and gall, that this their laſt Daugh- 
| arg ilde Berinthjia ſhould paſſe by the paſſage ofa halter, and end her dayes upon 
 Ipriominious and ſhatmefull a Stage as the Gallowes; which would addea blemiſh to 
the luſtre of their blond and poſterity,that time could never have power either to wipe 
off,of waſh ayzay:which to prevent/ilarezo & his wite Alphanta uſe all their friends and 
miottall powers, towards the Indges, toconvert their Daughters Sentence mto a leſle 
ſhamefull and more hononrable death.So although the Gallowes be eretted, Berinthia 
prepared to die,and a world of people,yea, in a manner,the whole people of Averocon- 
ctirr'd and ſeated to fee her now take her laſt farewell of rhe world ; yet the importu- 
nacie and ttiſery of her parents, her owne deſcent,youth and beauty, as allo her endee- 
red affe&ion and fervent love to her lover Antonio, at laſt obtaine compaſſion and fa- 
vour of her Tadges. So they revoke and change their former decree, and ſweeten the 
figourthereof with one more honourable and milde,and lefle ſharpe,bitter,and ſhame- 
Ffull,and definitively adjudge her to be immured up betwixt two wals, and there with 
a Nender diet to end the remainder of her daies. And this ſentence is ſpeedily put in 
execution whereat her parents,friends, and acquaintance, yea, all that knew her,very 
bitterly grieve and latfient 3 and farte the more, mi reſpec they cannot be permitted to 
Fes or viſit her;or ſhe them; onely the Phyſitians and Divines have admittance and ac- 
Wilk to her, rhoſe tv provide earthly phyſicke for her body 3 and theſe, ſpirituall for her 
foute. Aud it this lamentable eſtate ſhe is very penitent and repentantfor all her ſinnes 
figenerall,and for this hervile murther of her Brotherin particular: yea, alittle impri- 
tent,ot rather the ſpirit of God hath opened the eyes of herfaith, who'now defy- 


ing the Devill who had ſeduced and drawne her hereunto, ſhe makes her peace with |. 


God,and aſſures herſelfe, that her true repentance hath made hers with him.Sounac- 
cuſtomed to be pent up in ſo ſtraight and darke a Mew,the yellow Taundies, anda bur- 
ning Feavour ſurpriſe her:and ſo ſhe ends her miſerable dayes. | 
Lo,theſe are the bitter fraits of Revetige and Murther, which the undertakers {by 
_ theiuſt judgement of God) are inforcedto taſte and ſwallow downe, when in the heat 
of their youth, and height of their ittpiety they leaſt dreame or thinke thereof : by the 
fight of which preat effuſion of bloud, yea, by all theſe varieties of mournefull and fa- 
all accidents,if we will divorce out thoughts from Hell to Earth, and wed our contem- 
plations and affetions from Earth toHeaven, we ſhall then,astrue Chriſtians, and ſons 
of the erernall God, runne the race of our mortality in peace inthisworld, and conſe- 
quently be rewarded witha glorious Crowne of jmmortall felicity in thartocome. 
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REVE NGE AGAINST THE 
Crying and Execrable ſfinne of Murther. 


HrSTOKTE VIIL. 


Belluile treacherowſſy mrurtberetbPoligny in the ſtreet. Laurieta, Poligny's Miſtrir,betrapeth 
Belluile to her Chamber,ard there in revenge ſhoots himthorow the body with a Piſtoll, when 
4//iſted by ber Wayting-MardLuculla, they likewiſe give him many wounds with a Ponyard, 
andſjo murdher bane. Lacilla flying for this fats\zs Sooned in a Lake, and Laurieta is takers 
hang d and bur for the ſaws. 


=*T is amfallible Maxime,that f we open our hearts to finne,we 
{hut them togodlineſle; for as ſoone as we follow Satan; God 
fhes from us; becauſe we firft fled from him: bur thathis mer- 
may ſhme1n our ingratitade, he by his ſervants, his hol 
Spirit and himſelfe, ſeekes all meanes to rechime us, as we 
from the vanity of ourthoughts, as from the prophaneneſſe 
and impurity of our ations : but if we become obſtinate and 
obdurate inour tranſgreſttons, and fo like Heathens fall from 
vice to vicez whereas wee ſhould as Chriſtians, grow up from 
| — vertuetovertue; then it isnothe, butour felves' that make 
ſhipwracke both of our {elves and ſoules; of our ſelves in this life, of our ſoulesin that 
to come zthen which no miſery can be ſogreat,none ſo unfortunate and miſerable. Iris 
true, the beſt of Gods children are ſubjectto finne; but redelight and perſevere theres 
m,. ts thc true way as well to hellas death. All have not the giftof pure and chaſte 
hrs, neither' can we ſo conſerve or ſanftifie our! bodies, Gar that concupiſcence 
may, and will ſometimes aflayle us (or rather the divell in) but to pollnte them with 
fornication, andtotranſforme them from the Teinples of the holy Ghoft, to the mem- 
bersof a harlot,, this , though corrupt Nature feeme to allow or tolerate, yet Grace 
doth not one!y deny, butdeteſt. But as one finneis ſeldome without ancther,either at 
her heeles or«}bow3/fo too tovoften itfalls out, that Marther accompanieth Forni- 
cationand Adulteric: as fone of thefe foule crimes were not enough to make us mifer- 
able,but that in ſtead of going,we will needs ride poa(t to hell. A woefull Preſidenr,and' 
laimentable and menmneful Example whereof, I here produce tothe view of the world 
in. three unfortunate perfonages,m a lafcivious Ladie, and two lewd and deboſht young 
Gentlemen, who! allvery lamentably caſt themſelvegaway uponthe'$y/aof Forni- 
cation , and the Charybdivotmurther : for they found thefruits and end'oftheir m_— 
pleaſures 
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pleaſures farremore bitter, then their beginning was ſweet : yea, and becauſe at firſt 
they would not looke on repentance, at laſt ſhame lookes on them, and they,when it is 
too late, both on a miſerable ſhame, and a ſhamefull milery. Maywe allreade it to Gods 
glory,and conſequently to the reformation of our lives, and the conſolation and falya- 
tion of our owne ſoules. 


N the beautifull City of Avignion, ({cated ip the Kingdome of Fraxce, and in the Pro- 
vince of Provence)being the Capitall of the Dutchie of Veniſa,belonging to the Pope, 
and wherein for the terme of well neere eighty yeeres, they held their Pontifical! See, 
there dwelta young Gentlewoman of ſome twenty yeeres of age, tearmed Madamoyſell: 
Laurieta,whole father and mother being dead, was leftalone to herſelfe, their onely 
childe and heire, being richer m beauty then lands, and indued with many excellent 
qualities and perfeCtions, which gave grace and luſtre to her beauty, as her bro did 
tothem - For ſhe ſpake the Latine and Italian tongue perfe&, was very expert and ex- 
cellent in ſinging, 5 mr ny muſicke, painting and the like, which made her famous in 
that Citje. But as there needes but one vice to eclipſe and drowne many vertues;ſo this 
faire Layrieta was more beautifull then chaſte, and not halfe ſo modeſt as laſcivious. It 
15as great a happineſle for children to enioy their Parents, as a miſery to want them : 
For Laxrieta's Father and Mother had beene infinitely carefull and curious to traine 
her upin the Schoole of Vertue and Piety, and wherein her youth had ( during the 
terme of their lives)made a happy entrance, and asI may ſay, a fortunate and glorious 
rogreflion.: But when God, the great Moderator, and ſoveraigne Indge of the world, 
had in his eternall Decree and ſacred Providence taken them out of this world, then 
Lavrieta was left to the wide world, and to the vanity thereof, without guide or gover- 
nour, expoſed to the variety of the fortunes, orrather the misfortunes of the times, as 
a ſhip without Pilot or Helme,ſubje& to the mercy of every mercilefle winde and wave 
of the Sea : yea, and then it was that ſhe forgot her former modeſtie and chaſtity, and 
now began to adore the Shrines of Vexws and Cypid, by polluting and proſtituting her 
body to the beaſtly pleaſures of luſt and fornication, wherein ( 1t grieves me torelate ) 
ſhe tooke a great delight and felicity. Butſhe ſhall pay deare for this bitter-ſweet vice 
of hers: yea, and though it ſeeme to ey content and pleaſure,yet we ſhall aſſured- 
ly ſee it end in ſhame, repentance and miſery : for this finne of Whoredome-. be- 
trayes,when it ſeemes to delight us,and ſtrangleth,when it maketh greateſt ſhew toim- 
brace us.: ſo ſweet and pure vertues, are modeſtie and chaſtitiezſo foule and fatall vices, 
are concupiſcence and luſt. But he with whomſhe was moſt familiar, and to whom ſhe 
imparted the greateſt part of her favours,was to one Monſtenr de Bellzile,a proper young 
Gentleman, 6 elling neere the Citic of Arles, by birth and extraction, noble, = 0- 
therwiſe more rich then wiſe : who comming to Avignion,no ſooner ſaw Laxrieta,but he 
both gloricd inthe ſight of her ſingular,and triumphed in the contemplation of her ex- 
quiſite and incomparable beauty, making that his beſt content, and this his ſweeteſt fe- 
hicity 3 that, his ſoveraigne good 3 and this,his heaven upon earth : ſo as loſing himſelfe 
in the labyrinth of herbeauty, and as it were drowning his thoughts in the ſea cfhis 
concupiſcence and ſenſuality, he ſpends not onely his whole time,*but a great part 
of his wealth in wantonizing and entertaining her : a vicious and foule fault, not one- 
ly peculiar to Bellwile,but incident and fatall to too many Gallants, as well of moſt parts 
of Chriſtendome in generall, as'of France in particular ; it being indeeda difaſterous 
and dangerous rocke, whereon many inconſiderate and wretched Gentlemen have 
ſuffered ſhipwracke,not onely of their reputations, healths and eſtates, but many times 

of their lives. | 
In the meane time, Lawrieta ( more jealous of her fame, then carefull topreſerye her 
chaſtity ) is advertiſed, that Belluile is not content tocull the dainties of her beauty and 
outh, but he forgets himſelte and his diſcretion ſo farre, as to vaunt thereof, by letting 
11 ſome ſpeechestending tothe blemiſh and diſparagement of her honour:ſo as vaine 


and 
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and laſcivious as ſhe is, yet the touching of this ſtring; affords her harfh and diſtaſtefull 
melody: For ſhe will ſeek to cover her ſhame by her hypocriſie,and ſo. refolves to make 
him know the foulenetle of his offence, jn that of his-baſenefſe and mgratitude. To 
which end.at her firſt interview and meeting of him,ſhenot onely checks him for it, but 
forbids and baniſheth him her company : which indeed had beene a jrift cauſe and op- 
portunity for him to have converted his luſt ito chaſtity,and his folly into repentance. 
But he 1s too dillU]ute and vicious, to be ſo happily reclatmed from Laurieta3 and there- 
fore he 18 reſolved, not onely to juſtifie his innocency, - but thereby alfo. to perſevere in 
his ſinne : He 1s acquainted with many Gentlemen, who forgetting themfelves, con- 
ceive a felicity and glory, to ereCctthe trophees of their vanities upon the difparage- 
ment of Ladies honours - yea, he ſeemes to be ſo farre from being guilty of this errour; 
as he taxeth and condemnes others, in being guilty or acceflary thereunto. So, although 
his Miſtrefle Laxrietaremaine ſtill coy, ſtrange and haggard to him, yet he perfevereth 
in his affection to her; whoat laſt judging of his innogeney by his conſtancy 5 and of 
that, by his many letrers and preſents which he {t1]l ſent her; asalſoobſerving that ſhe 
had no firme grounds, nor could produce any pregnant or valable witneſſes of this re- 
port; ſhe againe exchangeth her frownes into ſmiles, and fo receives and entertaines 
him into her favour,only with this premonition and caution, T hat if ever hereafter ſhe 
heard of his folly or ingratitude in this kinde, ſhe would never looke him in the face, 
except with contempt and deteſcation. Sotheſe their-diſ-joynted afteCtions, as well 
by oathes as proteſtations,. are againe confirmed and ciented : butf{uch luſtfull con- 
tradts, and laicivious familiarities and ſympathies, ſeldome or never make proſperous 
ends. 

Now to give forme and life to this Hiſtory : Notlong after, a brave young Gentle- 
man of Mompel/ier,named Monſienr de Poligny, having ſome occaſion, comes to Avienion, 
who frequenting their publike Balls-or Dancings,no ſdoner ſaw our faire and beautifull 
naei'gy oak he fals in love with her, and ſalutes and courts her : and from thenceforth 
deemes hero faire, as he uſeth all meanesto become her ſervant, butnotin the way of 
honour and Marriage, rather with a purpoſe to make ber his Courtezan then his Wife. 
But he ſees himſclfe deceived in the 1rregulag-paſſion of his afteCtion : for Lawrieta is a- 
verſe, and will not be either tractable or flexible to his deſires : ſo as his ſuite is vaine, 
and ſhe ſo deafe to his requeſts.as neither his prayers, ſighes,Letters,nor Preſents are ca- 
pable to purchaſe her favour. Poligay infinitely grieves hereat, which notwithſtanding 
makes the. flame of his luſt rather increaſe then diminiſh: ſo as after much penſiveneſle, 
he beginsto beate his wits, , and to awaken his invention, how he may.crowne his de- 
res by injoying Laxrieta; when loe, ,an occaſion preſenteth it ſelfe ro him unex- 

efted.: -..: 1, = | 

Madamoyſelle la Palaiſiere, axich young Gentlewoman neere Pont $arnt Eſprit, living in 
Avignion,and ſceing Poliezy at the dancing, doth exceedingly fall in love with himzyea, 
ſhee ſo admires the {weetneſle of his favour, and the excellency of his perſonage, as ſhe 
rezoyceth in nothing {o much,z and to write the truth, in-nothing elſe butin his compa- 
ny: ſo as,had not modeſty, with-held her; ſhe would have proved her owne Advocate, 
and have informed him thereof her ſelfe. Paligny receives ſo many ſecret fignesand te- 
ſtimonies of her affeion,by-pnyate glances andthe 11ke, as he cannot beignorant ther- 
of : but his love, or ratherhhis, Juſt to Lawr7etas! hath fo abſolutely taken ap- his heart and 
thoughts,as 14 hath left no place nar corner for/aPulaiſiere;ſo as herewemayobſerve and 
remarkea different commixture,and diſparity ofatiecions. | Poligny loves Laurieta, and 
not ſhe him ; Ja Palyiſrere atiects Poligny, and.not he her + what theſe paſſions and occur- 
rences will produce, we ſhall ſharaly fee., i; 4, 

. LaPalaifierg,haying herheartpierced thorow, with the love of Poligny,knowing him to 
be Laurieta's {exyant, and the the Miltreſle of Fel/xrle; either.out of her affection, or jea- 


loukie, or horhoeſolycnntnenl meeting to-a&qugint Poligny with it, thereby purpoſely 
to withdraw. his affection fxomber to hexſelfe i The accationis-proffered;and oppertu- 
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nitie ſeemes to favour and ſecond her de fires. Some three dayes after, the 7eſuites (who 
as the Mountebanks and Panders of Kingdomes and Eſtates, leave no invention, nor 
Ceremony unattempted, to ſeduce and bewitch the affections of the world) cauſe their 
Schollers toat a Comedie in their Colledge in this Citie, whereat all the Nobilitie 
and Gentrie of the Citie and adjacent Countrey aſſemble and meet. Thither comes Po- 
ligny,hoping to ſeeLawrieta, and la Palaifiere to lee Poligny : but Laurieta that day is ficke, 
| and Belwile ſtayes with her to comfort her. So firſt comes Poligny, and ſecing hee could 
not ſee his Lawrieta, ſits downe penſively : then comes /a Pa'aiftere, and ſeeing Poligny a 
farre oft, prayes her brother, who conducted her to place her neere him. Poligny can doe 
no lefle \ 2 ſalute her, and ſhee triumphing in her ou fortune, takes the advantage 
of this occaſion, and in ſweet and ſugered termes (after many paules, ſighs and bluſhes) 
grves him to underſtand,that ſhee knew his afteftion to Lawrrieta,and withall,that Be/uile 
and noother was her ſervant and favourite. This ſpeech of hers ſtrikes Poligny tothe 
quick 3 ſo asthereat hee not onely bites the lip, but hangs his head: yea,this unexpeed 
newes, as alſo Belluile and Lawrieta's abſence, fo nettle him, and frame ſuch a Chywmeraof 
extravagant paſſionsin his heart and thoughts,as hee could not have the patience to ſit 
out the Comedy, but feigning himſelfe ſicke, departs to his Chmber : where a thou- 
ſand jealouſies ingendered of his aftedion, perplexed and torment him; when remem- 
bring la Palaiſters ſpeeches, and being infinitely deſirousro know the truth of Be//uile his 
affection toLayrieta,and of hers to him, he ſees no meanes,nor perſon lo fit to reveale the 
ſame as Lucilla,Laurieta's Wayting-mayd. This Lucil/a Poligny wins with gold,in conſide- 
ration whereof,ſhe reveales him all, how Be//uilewas her chiefteſt Minion and Favourite: 
and yet,for ſome words he the other day in ignorance or Wane, let fall tothe prejudice 
of her honour, ſhe was like to caſheere and diſcard him. Lxcil/a having thus Ren 
her owne fidelitie,in bewraying the diſhonour of her Miſtreſle 3 Poligny underſtandin 
Bel/uileto be a coward of his hands,though not of his tonguezand ina word,not to be G 
compleate a Gallant as he ſuppoſed him, he of a ſubtill and malicious inv<ntion reſolves 
to worke on him3 and ſo conceives a plot, which we ſhall ſee preſently put in executi- 
on and aCted:he very politikely puts a good face on all his diſcontents and paſſions:and 
although Laxrieta would not ſte him, yetjee fairely intrudes himſelfe into Belluile's 
company, and of purpoſe becomes familiar with him. So they very often meet:for they 
fence, dance, ride, vault and hunt together : ſo as at laſt none are ſo great Conſorts and 
Cammerades asthey. But Poligny thinking every houre a yeere, before hee had played 
his prize-makes a partie at Tennis with Be//xile for a collation, and beatshim 3; and fo ta- 
king two Gentlemen, La Fontaine, and Boreles,his friends with them, awaythey goe all 
foure toa Taverne. Poligny as ſecret as malicious in this hisplot, in the middeft of their 
mirth ſpeakes thus to Bel{uile,Sir, quoth hee, I am ſorry for your loſle of this Collation:: 
but if it pleaſe you to honour me with your company to morrow to Orenge,a Citie which 
I much defire toffee, I will pay you the dinner in requital} thereof. Belfurt very readil 
and willingly conſents hereunto, and LaFortaine and Borelles vow they will likewiſe 
have their ſhare, both of the journey and dinntier. So the next morne they all take horſe 
for Orenge : but firſt Be//uile gives his Miſtreſle Larieta the good morrow, and acquaints 
her with his journey. They view this old Citie;the ancient patrimony and Principality 
of the 1/uitrioxs Princes of Orenge, from whence they derive their name : where Poljony 
having given order for the dinner, away they goe, vilite the Caſtle, and ſalute the de- 
puted Governour thereof Mownſiexr Vorberghe ; they ſee the part of the Amphitheatre 
yetſtanging; the Cathedrall Church, the double wall of the Citie, and the old Roz»: 
Arch not farre off, with all other remarkable obje&tsand monuments; and by this time 
the Cooke and their ſtomakes taxe them of their long ſtay. Sothey returne totheir Inne 
fall rotheir Viands, and like frolike Gentlemen, wafh them downe with ſtore of Cla- 
ret :and now Poligny, as malicious in heart,as pleaſant in countenance and converſation, 
here caſts forth his lure and ſnare to furprize 'and intangle Be//zile. Oquoth hee, how 
happie the Gentlmen of 7taly are to us of Frexce. fith after dinner every one goes freely 
to 
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to his Courtizan without controulment ! I know not, quoth la Fontaire, what Orenoe 
is; but I thinke A7-522240n is not deſtitute of good fellow Wenches, who make Yerys their 
queene, and Cyxpid their god. Surely no, replies Bel/zile, for Tam confident, that for 
[ewes and Courtizans, for the grearnefle of it, it may compare with the belt Citie of 
ttaly: for from the Lady to the Kitchen-mayd Idare fay they'l all proove traftable. 
Nay, quoth Bore//es, except {till our holy Siſters the Nuzes. Not I faith quoth hee, 
nor my Miſtreſle neither. Indeed, replies Peligny, if Tknew you had a Miſtreſle of that 
complexion, I would adventure a glaſle of Claret to her health. When Bel/uile(out of a 
phantaſtick French humour) attrmed ke had a Miſtris, whoſe beauty was ſo excellent, 
' asheknew heecould not receive ſhame to name her; and if you pleaſe to honour her 
ſelfe and mee with her health, I proclaime that Madamoyſelke Laurieta is my Miſtreſle, 
and my (elfe her ſervant. 

Of wiſe and Chriſtian Gentlemen, what prophane ſpeeches and deboſht table-talke 
are theſe they uſe heere, as it their glory conſiſted in their ſhame, or their beſt ver- 
tnes were to bee diſcovered in the worlt of vices ? For howſoever the Viandsthey 
did eat, may preſerve the health of their bodies, yet this diſſolute communication 
of theirs muſt needs poyſon and deſtroy that of their ſoules : for as they ſhould 
praiſe God in the receit of the one ; ſo contrariwiſe they incenſe and difpleaſe his ſa- 
cred MajeTic in giving him the other: yea, this is ſo farre from Chriſtianitie and 
heaven, asit is the high and true way to Atherſme and hell : for whores and healths, 
in ſtead of prayer and thankeſgiving, arethe prodigious and certaine forerunners of 
a ſeared conſcience and the dangerous and execrable ſymptoms of aleprous ſoule. 

Birds are taken by their feer, and men by their tongues. Belluile having ſo baſe- 
ly and ſottiſhly abuſed himlelfe in the diſparaging of his Miſtreſle Laxrieta, Poligny 
hath hiserrand, for which hee purpoſely came to Orexge. So dinner ended, they ve- 
ry pleaſantly returne for Avignion. That night Poligny cannot (leepe for joy, or ra- 
ther for revenge : For now hee preſumes to know how to worke himſelfe into Lau- 
ricta's favour, by unhorling Bel/xile. It is a diſhoneſt and baſe part to betray our friend, 
and under the cloake of friendſhip and familiarity, to harbour and retaine malice s- 
oainſt them :but this irregular and violent paſſion of lovein young and unſtayed 
judgments, many times beares downe all other reſpetts and conlideratians. For 
ifReligion and Conſcience bee contemned, what hope is there that either honeſty 
bee regarded, or friendſhip obſerved, ſithit is the onely ciment and finewes there- 
of? But Poligny 13 as reſolute as malicious in his purpoſe; and therefore' the next 
morne by his Lackey, ſends the Lady Laxrictathis Letter. | 


PoLIGNYtoLAVRIET A. 


T is ont of ſyncere - aq to thee, and not out of premeditated malice to Belluile, that 

l I preſume to ſignifie thee, how lately in my preſence at Orenge his tongue let fall ſome words 

that tended to the prejudice and diſÞ.ragement of thine honour : whereof I know it is nat one 

ly the part , but the duty of a true Gentleman , to' bee rather curious in preſerving, then any 

way ingratefull in revealing thereof. Neither doe I at tempt to ſend thee this newes, heh 

to inſinuate, or draw thee to affeF mee the more, or him the leſſe : onely ſeth it 3s contrary to my, 

complexion and nature, to permit any Lady to bee wronged in my Þ reſence, how much leſſe thy 

ſelfe, to whom Inot owe my ſervice, but my life? If thou wilt not approve my zeale, yet thou.haſt 
all the reaſon of the world to pardon my preſumption : and to make wy letter real : what my pen 

affirmes to Laurieta, my ſword is ready to confirme to Bellulle. on" 


PoLIGNY. 
Inthe extremitie' and excefle of thoſe three different paſſions, riefe, Folerand 
aſtoriſhment, Laxrieta r&ives and reads this Letter, and like a dillolyte Gentlewo- 
| man, 


Gods Revenge againſt Murther,  Booke Ul. 


man, being more carefull of her repytation to the world, thenof her foule towards 
God,ſhee knowes not whether ſhee have more cauſe and reaſon either to approve Po- 
lieny s affection, or to condemne Be#viles folly : it grieves her tothe heartto have be- 
ſtowed her fayours on ſo baſe and ingratefull a Gentleman as Bellile; vowes ſhee will 
make him repent it, and is reſolute, that this vanity and folly of his, ſhall coſt him 
deare.;' yea, {hee is ſo impatient in theſe her fumes of griefe and reyenge, that ſhe 
thought once with all expegition to haue ſent for Be{uile, to make him as well ſee the 
fruites of his owne ingratitude, astotaſte the effeCts of her revenge and indignation : 
but ſhee holds it_ requiſite*and fit, and her ſ{elfe in a manner bound firſt to thanke 
Poligny for his courteſie, by returning him a Letter in anſwer of his, which ſhee ſpec» 
dily $i patcheth him by his owne Lackey,to this effect - 


LAVRIETA to POLIGNY. 


[ Know not whether thou baſt ſhewed mee a truer teſtimonie of thy diſcretion and affeFion, then 
L Belluile of his envie and folly. But as T reſt infinitely obliged to thee for thy care of my re- 
putation + ſo. I reſolve ſhortly to make him know what hee d:ſerves in attempting to ecl.pſe and 
difparage it. Now as Tgrieve not, ſo Imnſt con oe I cannot refraine from ſorrowine, at this his 
wndeſerved ſlaunger : for as mine inngcencie defends me from. the firſt, lo my ſexe cannot ex- 
empt me from the {rent and looke rchat drſparity there is betwixt thy generoſity and his baſenes, 
ſo much there is betwixt the whiteneſſe of my chaſtity and the foulencſſe of bis aſperſcon. Ircſt ſo 
confident of the truth of thy Pen,as Tdeſire no confirmation of thy Sword, and I flatter not, ra- 
ther aſſure my [elfe, that ſith Be\Juile mae Indiſcreet to wr ong me, he will neither have the wit 
or courage to right biaerfe Ircturne thee many hearty thankes for this kind office and curteſy 
of thine \ the which though I cannot requite, yet 1will not only indeavour, but ſtrive to deſerve, 


LAVRIETA, 


VVhiles Poligny receives Lawreta's Letter with much content, and many kiſles, as 
triumphing to fee how hee hath baffled Zel/zile by working him out, and conſequent- 
ly himſclfe into her favour, wee will for a while leave him, to conſider whether the 
end of his trechery \to Bel/xile will prove as fortunate and pleaſing to him, as rhe 
beginning promiſeth. And in the meane time we will a little ſpeake of Lawrieta, to ſee 
what courſe and reſolution ſhee meanes to hold and obſerve with Bel/nile. It is not e» 
nongh that ſhee hath written Poligny a Letter, but her envie and contempt towards 
Bellwile is fo implacable, asſhee with much haſt and ſecrecic ſends for him - her re- 
queſts to him are commands 3 yea, hee needesno other .ipurres but thoſe of hisluſt, 
and of her beauty, to make him rather fly, then poaſt to her preſence; when not ſo 
much as once dreaming of his former fooliſh ſpeeches delivered againſt his Miſtzeſle 

| Lamrieta much lefle of Poligny's treaſon conſpired and ated againſt him, heethinkes 
ro kifle her, whome ſo often hee hath formerly kiſſed; but his hopesand her diſdaine 
deceive him : for ſhee peremptorily Vights himz when having fier in her lookes, and 
thunder in her ſpeeches, ſhee chargeth him with this ſcandall delivered by him at 0- 
ramge, in preſence of rol z againlt her honour and chaſtity. . And is this (quoth ſhee) 
the reward aLady ſhall « 4B. and receive by imparting her fayours to a Gentleman ? 
andisthis the part ofa Gentleman, to erect the Trophees of his glory upon his Mi- 
ſtrefle diſgrace ? are theſe the fruits of thy ſighs and teares, or the effes of thy 
requeſts, oaths, and Letters ? Yea, ſuch was then her furious rage, and devilliſh re- 
venge, asſhee was provided of a Stilletto, to have there [tab'd him to the heart in her 
Chamber, had not her Wayting mayd Lxcilla, with her beſt oratory and perſwaſion, 
powerfully diverted her to thecontfary, by alledging her the eminencie of the dan- 
ger, which.the fouleneſleand haynouſnefle of that fact brought her into. Bel/xileis a- 
mazed at this newe when now proving 45 propbane to Gag, as before hee was baſe 
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and ingratefull to Laxrieta,he,with many oaths and imprecatzons clentesthelſe ſpeeches, 
and this {lander; and with much paſſion proreſceth of his inmocencie. But this will not 
ſatisfie Lavrjeta 5 forto make his ſhame the more notorious 1n his guiltineſle , ſhe pro” 
duceth his. Polzgny's Letter. z whereat Be//uile hangs the head, and ſeemesto let fall the 
plumes, not onely of his Pride, but of his courage and juſtification, yethe bitterly and 
vehemently perſevereth in his denyall : but'all this is not capable toappeaſe or content 
Lawrieta 5 and which 15 worſt of all , nothing can poſlibly doe it, except he makegootd 
her honour, and his owne innocencie, by a combate or Duell againſt Poligny. So Bel- 
lurle' (ces himſelfe driven to a narrow and threwd pulh : He hath wronged Lawrieta, 
and knowes not how toright her : Peligny hath wronged him, and there 1s-no way left 
for him to right himſelte, butby challenging and fighting with Poligay. But he loves 
Laurictadearely, and therefore muſt reſolve to fight, or loſe her. As for his owne piirt, 
to give him his true character and deſcription, hee israther a City ſwaggerer, then a 
Field ſouldier,Joves rather to have a faire Sword,then a-good one,and to weare it only 
for ſhew; not for uſe 3 he is ambitious of nothing more, 'then to be reputed rather then 
found valiant 3 Ina word , fora Taverne:quarrell,or a Stewes brawle heis excellent ; 
but to meet his enemy in the field with a naked Sword , that doth not onely daunt,bat 
terrifie him. The greateſt comfort and conſolation hee findesin this his perplexity,i 
that he knowes hee hath many fellowes and companions, who are as white-hver'd an 
as very cowards as himſelfe : of which numbers, he flattereth himſelfe with this poore 
baſe hope: that it is not impoſlible for Poligny to bee one. But what isthis to give ſatiſ- 
fadtion to Laxrieta,except it may {hew himſelte to be Belluile, but not a Gentleman ? But 
all theſe conſiderationsnotwithſtanding, hee loves Laxrieta ſo tenderly and dearely, as 
not daring ce her, till hee had met Pol:gny,hee pluckes up his ſpirits,and infuſing more 
mettle and courage into his reſolutions then accuſtomed, reſolves to fight with him: to 
which end, having at length fitted himſelfe of an excellent Rapier, whoſe temper (with 
as much truth as laughter) I confeſle was farre better then that of his heart, hee, by his 
Lackey ſome three dayes after, {ends Poligny this Challenge. | 
BELLVILE to POLIGNY-« hor: 
Hy malice and treachery to mee is as odious as remarkeable 3 for whiles I ſought to cheriſh 
thy friendſhip.jt bath purpoſely beene thy delight and ambition to betray mine,int throwinte 
the apple of diſcord betwixt the Lady thou woteſt ofs and my ſelfe, uponthe point of her honour 5 
for whoſe defence and preſervation Towe not onely my ſervice.but mylife : which erronr.or rather 
crime:of thine,th»ugh thy affeFion to her may jeere to allow,yet my reputation to the world can- 
notzand my Rapier will not-Therefore,ſith Thave beene the nndeſerved objet of thy malice, forte 
it nat ſtrange, that I juſtly repute and hold thee the canſe of my envie 5 which can receine no other 
JatisfaGion or reconcilement, but that to morrow at five in the morne thou meet me without Se< 
cons, on the Bridge by the iron ſtumpe (the limits twixt the King and the Pope) with thy ſingle 
Rapier,where Iwil attend thee with another: of which two take thou the choyce, 9+ give me the re- 
fmſal. Sleep not too much this nightfor in the morn Idoubt not but toſend thee to thine terial reſt 


 BELLVILE. 


| Poligny receives this challenge,and admires to ſee Belluiles reſolution,from which all 
former reports could never draw aflurance; it is not feare that caſts his head into theſe 
doubts, or theſe doubts into his head:for hee 1s too generous to bee a daſtard.and too 
Eagle-bred toturn Cravenfor rejoyeing 1n having madeBe{/yile (wallowa/Gudgin,and 
. triumphing in preſuming 
as reſolute to receive this 
membrance that Belnile ſent it him 


y.a Lackey, and not by.a Gentleman, thrawes him 


into as much diſdaine as choller': but he reſembling-himſelfe, paſſeth over this reſpett | 


without reſpe&,and ſo bids the Lackey tell his Maſter,that he willnot faile to meet him 
athe houre and place apo d. | SRP IEAYr 


M The 


hyplelte ſeated inthe throne of Laxrieta's favour, makes him - 
Meng, as willing and ready 'to performe itz onely the re-, 


— 


- 
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The night doth, or ſhould bring coun(ell : Be/aile wiſheth his Challenge unſent 
but it being out of his hands, it is out of his power to revoke or recall it. Poligny is © 
4 contrarytemper, andglad in his acceptance thereof, deſires that his Sword were in 
ation, as well as his courage in contemplation. So out-paſling the night, which Bel/- 
wh: paſleth over with as much feare, as Poligny with'generoſity , the Curtaines of the 
night being with-drawne, andthe day appearing, ere five have ſtrucken, Bel/zile not- 
withſtanding 1s firſt on the Bridge, and Poligny unmediately after him : they are with» 
out Seconds, and theretore they briefely unbrace , F not uncaſe their' Doublets. 
Bellwile will be yalorousin words 3 and fo according t@ his challenge, and the right of 
Duelle, offereth Poli;2y the {ight and choyce of his Rapier. Poligny 18 too brave to dye 
in his debt, upon the. point of honourand magnanimity, and therefore gives him his,as 
contented , with the refuſall. So (courteſte for a while contending with vatour) they 
both aſſume and accept oftheir owne Rapiers 3 when dividing themſelves, they joyne 
with reſolution and fury. - Atfirſt comming up , Poligny gives Bellxile the firſt wound 
in his right Shoulder, without receiving any, whereat hee is more affrighted then po- 
ligny rejoyced 3 at the ſecond , hee recerves another wound in the left fide, butis not 
yet ſohappytoſee, oraſlure himſelfe, that his Rapier hath once touched Pol;gny's 
body, or which 15 leſle, his cloathes : whercupon, conſidering Poligny's generoſity, and 
comparing the bad grounds of his quarrell with the faintnefle and baſeneſle of his 
courage, hee throwes oft his Sword, prayes Poligny todeſiſt 3 for hee holds himſelfe 
ſatisfyed. When Poligny diſdaining to taint his honour with the leaſt ſhaddow of 
diſhopour, 1nTtecerving Belluiles ſhame , gives him the happineſle and fruition of his 
life: and ſothey part. Lo here the firſt fruits of their fooliſh and laſcivious affeCti- 
onsto Laxrieta : butI feare the ſecond will prove more bitter and bloudy. Belluile goin 
home with his ſhame and repentance, and Poligny with his honourand glory,they huſk 
themſelves up in {ilence, Pol;gnyat his Chamber, and Belluile at his Chirurgions houſe to 
drelie his wounds, hoping that as they in their fight ſaw no body, ſo that none had ſeen 
them 3 butthey are deceived : fortwo Souldiers from the Caſtle walls not onely eſpy 
them fighting , but know them. So they divulge itin the City, whereof Laxrieta being 
advertiſed, ſhee ſends a confident Gentleman,a colin germane cf hers.to finde out Bel- 
Ixile and toknow the truth and uſlue of his combate;but indeed his cowardiſe hath pur- 
Chaſed him ſomuch ſhame, as hee will not bee ſeene, much leſle ſpoken withall : which 
Lanrieta underſtanding, + beginnes to conceive that the two Souldiers report was true, 
and that undoubtedly hee and Poligny had met and fought in her behalfe : whereupon 
gheſhng at the truth,that Poligny had given Be//xile the foyle,ſhee was once of opinion to 

ave writtento Poligy, to bee informed of the particulars and ſucceſle of their combat, 
which ſomuch imported as well her honour as her content. But Poligny's affeftion pre- 
vents her curioſity : for as ſhee wascalling for pen and paper, hee in perſon aſcends the 
{tayresto her Chamber, where.atter a complementall and courteous faly te,he informes 
her (as we have formerly underſtood) that hee hath given Be//uile two wounds for her 
ſake,and now his life for his owne. Shee demands if he himſelfe werenot hurt; he an- 
{wers,No.At both which good newes ſhe infinitely rejoyceth,and in token of her thank- 
fulneſſe permits him to gather many kiſles, as well fromthe roſes of her cheekes, as the 
cherries of her lips:and'ſo from thenceforth he vowes to be her profeſſed ſervant z and 
ſhe promiſerh him to be,though not his Miltrefſe, yet at leaft his friend. And here they 
unite and combine their affe&tons: but that contra@t, and this familiarity, written onely 
in vice,and ſealed in luſt, wee ſhall ſhortly ſee cancelled and annihilated, with as much 
pitty.as infamy and miſery;asthe ſequell of this Hiſtory will ſhew and demonſtrate. 

. ., Whiles thus Laxrieta and Poligny are triumphing in Bewles foyle , and their own 
famibarity.and affe&tion;*how is it poſlible buthe mult infinitely'grieve for hisloſſe of 

«ricts.,; and laPalaiſiereasmuch ſorrow to ſee her ſelfe deprived and out of hope of 
mi oh 2? But they brooke their afflitions'and-paſſions with variable reſolutions; for 
w Palaifiere is umnbathing her ſelfe in her teares and dgypoents, Bellnile is reſolute 
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Belnile and Lanrieta_, 


ro quench his in Polieny's blood. For forgetting as well his God as his ſoule,his 
he as hiaaelf>,he cab wdcck by the 7; and not by the maine,by execrable 

magnanimoas gencrolity;yea,thedivellis fo ſtrong with his faith, be- ' 
cauſe that is ſo weake with his Saviour and Redeemer, asſhurting the doores ofhis hu» 
manity and charity, he opens them to Challer, Revenge, and Murther; yea,and hence- 
forth he is ſo inraged.and his lookes are ſo gaſtly and diſtratted,as if his thoughts were 
condacting & i ing his hands to perpetrate forme bloud y ſtratagem & defigne: 
which is obſerved and dou hischicfeſt familiarsand *mimote frrends,as alſo by 
{i Palaiftere , whole com pany fee ſomernnes , hotſo much out of affe&jon to 
her, as for confolation from her vo hnm(elfe, frh wee are ſubjet both tohope and be- 
lieve that ouraffiitionsare 9s ns and dimmi{hed by the fight and relation of 
that of others,as frmpathizing and participating with themsfirſt in their lames of love, 
then of griefe and forrow, m being difdained of thoſe we love. Neither could Beutk 
ſo mgly or cloſely rake up the fiery _—_ of his malice and revenge, under the 
embers of ſilence and fecrecie, bur her affeGtion toPoligny, and jealoulic of his pood, 
made her {o tender-ear'd.and ſharpe-ſighted.,as ſhe over-heard fome words that either 
mjeſt orcarneſt fell from Belwiles tongue, wm 't was apparent to her, that hee jn« 
tended no good, but pretended a ſecret fatall malice to him, which a little time might 
too too ſoone and unexpettedly diſcover : whereupon her love to Poligny was ſodeare 
and honourable,altheugh he were ſo firmely intangled in the beauty of Lawriera,as hee 


 wold not vouchſafe, rather diſdained to love her ſelf that ſhe thought the diſcoveryoF 


Bellxiles malice to Poltgrry,fo much imported Poligny's good, ts ſhe held her ſelfe bound 
as well in dury as affeCtion.to reveale and relate it himzwhich ſhe doth inthis Letter * p 


La PALAISIERE to PoOLIGNY. 


9 teſtifie thee now the conſtencie of my affeFion with inke , as Thave formerly done the 
T2: thereof with teares , know, kc ſome cauſe to feare, and ” Andi rhas wer 


hath ſome dengerons projeF., or blondy deſigne to pat in execution, againſt his howont, and thy 


life;aud as I reveale it thee ont of my NY, looke thou prevent it ont of thine ownt ri phe 
left be bereave thee of thy life , as thon haſt done hins of his Laurieta,if thou ſght th ads 
vice,ss thon haſt aiready my affeft ion: yet as Tremaine witneſſe of the purity of the lat.ſo wil theſs 
lines beare teſtimonie to the world y__ candonr and finceritie of the firit. Neither doe I preſlums 
to ſend them thee out of any irregular ambition,to purcha'e the honony 44 thy favour, but bly t6 
kt thee know that my affe@Fion is both powerfull and capable to ſhine thorow the cloudes of thy 
diſdgine,and that the obſcurity of that neither hath defaced the luſtre, nor can eclipſe the reſþleni- 
demcie of this. Regard therefore thine owne Jafety albeir thou wilt not reſpe my content,and al- 
though thox ple aſe not give me the honour to be thy Miſt reſſe, yet 1 will take the ambition and rt* 
ſolution ta lrve and dye thine hand-mayd. | 
LA PALAtSIEAB. 


Poligny breaking up the ſeales of this Letter, laughes to ſee [a PWHaiferet affetion,and 

to underſtand Beliles malice 5 - and being beſotted with Lawriera,hee loſt both his wit 

and jud t inthe ſight and contemplation of her beauty, yea, he is growne ſo fond 

inhizaftedtion,and reſpeC towards her,as he is arrived to the Meridian of this fimplici- 

ty,todeem it a kinde of treaſon to cohceale any ſecret from her:to which end, he 

her ls Palaifjeres Letter , which hee makes his paſtime; and ſhee herMa , 
Mhber 1: 


he (hews 
5yen,fd 
vaine is her folly, and fo fooliſh her vanity, to ſee the paffages and evyenits theix 
A ee A A A Maoyet 
ter:and which is more, when ſhe dereth | | Ifeand tiet 
,and not he her, itrnakeg her redouble her mirth and exhj- 

on with rmifety and mourning. 


But 
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But Po/iguy notwithſtanding (ces him {elfe doubly obliged to lu Palaiſtere,as well for her 
aftetion to him, as her care of him,and ſo holds himſelfe obliged incither of theſere- 
ſpeCctsand conliderations, torequite her with a Letter : the which now unknowne to 
Lau-ieta,he writes,and ſends her to this effeCt: | 


POLIGNY to LAPALAISIERE. 


T 4s not the leaſt of my joyes, that Belluile cannot beare mee ſo much malice, as thou doſt af- 

fetion. Tis true, I bave not deſerved thy love , tis more true, I have not merited his hatred : 
for that proceeds from heaven , as adivine influence, this from hell, as an infernall frerfzie. 1 
will not feede thee with hope , neither can hee give mee deſpaire : for (not to diſſemble) it is as 
likely I may love thee, as impoſſible I ſhall feare him: he may have the will to doe me hurt,Iwiſh it 
were in my power to doe thee good, neither can he be more malicious to performe me that,then I 
will beambitious to confirme thee this : his malice Þ entertaine with much contempt, thy kinde 
advice and ſincere affettion with infinite thankes : for when I conſider thy Letter, Icannot right- 
ly expreſſe or define , whether he beginne to hate me, or Ito love thee more. F doubt not but to 
rake his deedes proove words to mee , and Ibeſeech thee feare not but my wordes ſhall proove 
deedes to thee © for Tan as confident ſhortly to ſalute faire la Palailiere, as careleſſe when I meet 
fooliſh Belluile. POLIGNY. 


_ Having thus diſpeeded her his Letter,the vanity of histhoughts,and the beaſtlineſle 
of his concupiſcence and ſenſuality , not onely ſurpriſeth his reaſon, but captivates his 
judgement ,z ſoas Laurieta's light defacing Bel/uiles memory ,. hee thinkes fo muchon 
bo affettion , as hee reſpeQsnot his malice- : but this Vice and thaterrour ſhallcoſt 

him deare. For whiles heeTts fea(ting hiseyeson the daynties and rarities of Lawrieta's 
beauty , Belniles heart hath agreed with the divell to prepare him a —_— Banquet : 
Grace cannot containe him within her limits 3 therefore Impiety dallies ſo long with 
him, and he with Impiety, that at laſt this bloudy ſentence is paſt in the court of his hel- 
liſh reſolurions, That Polzgny muſt dye. The diyells affiſtance isnever wanting in ſuch 
infernall ſtratagems : forthis is an infallible maxime, asremarkeable as ruinous, That 
he alwayes makes us fertile, not barrento doe evill, never todoe good. At firſt Beluile 
thinkes on poyſon or Piſtollto diſpatch Poligny : buthee findes the firſt too difficuletb 
attempt; the ſecond, too publike to performe. Sometimes he is of opinion toaſcend his 
Chamber, and murther him in his bed;then to ſhoot him out at a window as he paſſeth 
| the ſtreet : but toconclude , underſtanding that hee often comes very late in the night 
from Lawrieta,he thinkes it beſt to run him thorow with his Rapier, as hee iſſueth forth 
her houſe. And to make ſhort,hereon he reſolves, 
_ Now toput the better colour on hisvillany ,. heeretires himfſelfe from Avignion, 
and lives privately ſome {ixe dayes in Orenge, giving it out , that hee was gone tothe 
City of 43x in Provence , where , at that famous court of Parliament he had a Proceſle 
fora titleof Land, ſhortly tobe adjudged 3 and ſoina darke night, taking none bur 
* hisLackey with him, he being diſguiſed,in favour of money, paſleth the gate of 4v1gni- 
_ on, and giving his horſe to his Lackey, - being ſecretly informed that Poligny was with 
Lavrieta , hee goes direCtly to her doore, and there a the corner of alittle ſtreet ſtands 
_ . with his Rapierdrawne under his cloake, with a revenging andgreedy deſire ofbloud 
okgny's comming forth. The Clocke ſ{trikmg one, the dooxe is opened, and 
eretly iſlueth forth. without caadle, having purpoſely ſent away his Lac- 
dthen unfriringly carried away his Maſters Rapier with him, Hee is no 
ſtreet, but Bel/uile, as a murtherous villaine, raſheth- forth, and folike a 
e:Divell, ſheathics his Rapier. io his breſt; ; when Poligzy more hurt then, 
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+ and foalthoughſhee ungerſtood thisnewes, and privately and bitterly wept thereat 


"brooke his company,lonow this bloudy faCtſhall make her deteſt both'ic and him. But 
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{ently falls downe dea4 to his feete , having the power togroane'and cry , but hotto 
utter a word. Which Bel/aileeſpying, and knowing him difpatcht, runnes to his horſe, 
which his Lackey held mm at the cornerof the next ſtreete, and ſo rides to the ſame 
gate hee entred, which waskept ready for him which paſſing, he with all expeditiori 
drives away for Orenge : from whence, the next morne before day, he takes poaſt for 
Aix, the better to:conceale and o're-valle this damnable Murther of his. But this poli- 
cie of his ſhall deceive his hopes, and returne him a fatall reward and intereſt. For al- 
though he can bleere the 'eyesof men, key neither can.nor ſhall thoſe of God,who 
in his due time willourt of his ſacred ju{tice repay and puniſh him with confuſion. 

By this time the-ſtreete and neighbours have takenthe allarum of this tragicall acc- 
dent : ſo:Candlesand Torchegcome from every where, only Laxrieta having played 
the-W hore before;will ſeeme now (though falſely)to play the honeſt woman:for ſhe, 
to cover heriſhame;. will not diſcover that her (elte or any of her houſe are ſtirring * 


yet fhee keepes faſt herdoores and like an ingratefull ftrumpet, will permit none of 
herſervants for a long time to-deſcend: The Criminal Ridge and Preſident of the City 
is advertiſed of this Murther. The dead Gentleman is knowne to be Monnſieur Poligny, 
and being beloved; heis exceedingly bewayled ofall/vh6kney him, and inquiry and 
ſearch is made of all ſides, and the Lievtenant Criminaltſhewes himfelfe wiſe,becauſe 
honeſt and cyrious,becauſe wiſe in the perquifition of this bloody Murther + but as yet 
time willnot;or rather God, who'is the Creator and giver of time,is not as yet vealed 
to bring 'it tolightzonly Lawietaknew,and 7a Paleſiere ſuſpetted, andall thoſe who were 
of the counſell of the one;or the acquaintance of the other, do likewiſe borh feare and 
ſaſped; thatonely Belxile was the bloody and execrable author thereof; bur toreport 
or divulge ſo-nanch, although they dare,they will not. _ | 
& As for /a Palaſtere;her thoughts are taken upand preoccupated with two ſeyerall paſ- 
fions:for as ſhe grieves at Polzgny's death, ſo-the rejoyceth that ſhe hath no hand,nor was 
any way acceflary to his Martherz rather;thatif hee had fayled by the compaſſe of her 
advice, he had undoubtedly avoyded the ſhipwracke of his life, and prevented the m1s- 
fortune of his death;what to thinke of Be/luile ſhe knowesnor, but if he were het. friend 
before, hee hathnow made and proclaimed himſelfe her enemy,by killing her dears 
andonely friehd.Poligay: and therefore is refolved, that as ſhee could never perfealy 


letus a httte leave her,and deſcend to fpeake of Lavrieta, to ſee how ſhee brookes the 
murther of her intimatefriend Poligny : for fith ſhe affuredly knowes and believes that 
this cruell Murther was ner oreegs , by noother; but by her profeſſed enemy Belle, or 
>y ſome of hisbloody agents;love and revengeconſpire to att twe different Scenes up- 
on the Theatre of herheartifor in-memory and deepeaffetion to her Poligyy,her pearr, 
id teares and mourntull{ighes infmitely deplore and bewayle his difaſttons end ts 

ow withering the roſes of her cheekes,and griefe making her caft offherglirtery 6 
tqtake on meurnefu]l attire;ſhecould notrefraine trom'giving all Avignion notice how 
aling Po'eny's life was toher, by the exceſi& of herlamentations and affliccionsde- 
ſtrated for hisdeathzorif her fighes fourth any conſolation, or herteares; receffe or 
, it was adminiſtr&dher by her revenge;which ſhee conceived and intended to- 
ds Bellnile, for this his bloudy a. So asconfulting with Choller,not with Reafon, 
with Nature,not with Grace,with Sotanznar with Godsſhe vowes tobe fHatpely reven= 
gd of him, and to make him-paydeareforthishis baſe andtreacherong Murrher;yea,, 
endo and fury of her revenge are ſoimplacable,and tranſport her refolutions to fo. 


t 


udy.animpetuoſitie,thatreſembling herſexeand ſelfe; ſhe inhumanily and facrile- 
iouſly darts forth an oath , which ker'heart fends to her ſoule ; andherfonte from 
rth to Hell, thatif the meanes find nat her,ſhe will infallibly find out the meanes to \# 
>a wc" dry up her tears for Pohgnie's death'in the bloud of Belile:which,fith ſhe is 1 
odevoidofrealon,religion,&gracell feare welbalſhortly GokerenaprIcervi | NY | 
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But leaving her 1n fugwen, let us finde out Be/ile in 43x, who is a Gentleman ſo pro- 
hape in his life, and deboſkt in his ations and converſations, as in ſtead of repenting 
ee triumphs atthis his Murther 3 yea, hee is become ſa impious and impudent, as hee 
rieves not thereat, but onely, that he had-not ſooner diſpatched his rivall Poligay': bur 
{9 hetter todelude the world , that neither his hand or {word wete guilty in ſending 
Pgligny from this. warld ina bloudy winding ſheet, his thoughts like ſo many hounds 
puriuing his conſcience, and his-conſcience his ſoule, hee thinkes himſelfe not ſafe in 
Aix ,  wherethe ſharpe-lighted Preſidents, and Counſellours of that illuſtrious Se- 
nate of Parliament might at laſt accuſe and find him outfor the Authoar of this blou- 
dy Murther, andtherefore leaves both: itand Province, and ſo ndesto the City of 
Lyons.,, accompanyed withnone but his two Lackeyes,who, to write the truth , - acted 
no part in Poligay4 mourntull Tragedy3neither doth he yet thinke himſelfe fafe there : 
but within a moneth afrerthe Murther, thinking direGly and ſecurely to fly from the 
eyes and hands of juſtice, , thexeby to pane the ſtorme of his puniſhment, hee againe * 
takes hore for that great City.and Forreſt Paris, where hee hoped the infinite number 
of People, Streets, Coaches,and Horſes wauld not only ſecure hisfeare, but prevent his 
danger,and that þere,as in.a ſecure Sautuary & ſafe harbour,he mightquietly ride at 
3nchor.in all FRF and Ent ME : but (as before) the time is not yet come of his pu- 
mſſtiment- 3 fort may bee, God, out of his inſcrutable will and Divine providence, 
will, when hee heſtpleaſeth, xeturne him from whence hee came, and by ſome extra- 
ordinary accident make him there feele the fouleneſle of his fatt,in the ſharpneſſeand 
fuddenneſfe of bis puruſhment: 5 which, as a fierce guſt and bitter ſtornie, ſballthen 
furprife him, when hee leaſt ſuſpetts or dreames thereof. -Butin this i#1eriw of his re- 
fidence , hee forgets his new fact of Murther, to remember his old finnes of Concupy+ 
cence and Whoredome : and ſorather like a laſcivious Courtier, then a civill morall 
Chriſtian , bee cannot ſee the Church for the Stewes,- :northe Preachers or Prieſtsfor 
Panders and $trumpets. But this vanity of his ſhall coſt him deare, and hee ſhall bee fo 
miſerable to feele the puniſtunent, fith hee will not beſo happy to ſeake the meanests 
avoyd it : for now fixemoneths having exhauſted and diſfipated the greateſt part of 
his gold.and his credit comming ſhort of his hopes, it ſeemsthe aire of Pari isdiſplea- 
ſing to him, ſith hee cannot be agreeabletoit 3 and therefore (neceſſity giving a Jaw to 
the vanity of his deſires)hee beginnes toloath the He of France,tolovethe Province of 
Prapence, and. to leave Paris to fee Avignion. , Andnow it is, that the divell, that ſubtile- 
aid fatall ſeducer,ſteps in,and at one time bewitching both his reaſon and judgement, 
reſents him a freſh with the freſhneſſe and delicacie of Lawrieta's beauty,which fo in- 
ki dleth and revives the ſparks of hisafteQon,that lay raked up in the aſhes of filence, 
as hevowes there isno beauty to hers 3 and.if hee chance'eſpie any faire Ladies, either 
a LO IN IA preſeatly afbrmeth, and infinitely proteſteth, they come far 
ort of his Laxricta's delicacie,perfetion;and grace; ſoashis purſe tyrannizing o're his 
mbition, and his poncupioncs ore his gas; henpt ſo ——_ once dreami 
the implacable hatred ſhee formerly bore: him, and thinking it impoſlible for her 
:Onceive, much lefſe to know that he murthered Poligzy, he'is conſtant and reſolute!s 
releeke the felicity tolive in her favourand affection; or to dy in the purſute thereofs 
by royeasimpolible, as this apparent and feaſable. So as abſence adding 
th 4 
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to his haft, and excellencie to her beauty, he is reſolute to ſend one of his Lackeyes 
ver 3 butmorecſpecially, in great ſecrecie todeliver al.etterto his faire and ſw 
rt Jtob in back : 


43 partly torcturne with money,and ſotomeet him at Lyons, Monlins,;- or 
4, 8D him backe her anſwer, as ifhee were ſtill at Paris, and not in Yis' 


journ y downe ards, When ing as yet to conceale his Murther of Poligny, hb 
6 ing for pen and. paper,traceth her erean theſe lines':/ | S UUadi: 
( «#1. 5 T1) bs) PLUS mk | OC HERON! 
a5 aft Ns FF: 1 0 BELLYLLE to. LAV RIETA- . _ WP 
[foe Setinrkcrheonbper 4s trely: Ko ry vrais I dearely loved thee, thow 
Y not ſo ſoone caſt me ont of thy favours uor God ſo ſuddenly him ont of this tapas # 
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tow not whether mare to bewrayle my nnfortpmacie occaſtoned by thy erxelty, or bis miſery TH 
gendred throughhis owne treachery. Aud indeetd,as Tgrieve at that.ſo.F ſorrow at this 1 ON al 
though hee dyed mine enemy , yet in deſpightef his malice aud death; rwill he bis friend ind 
if thau lov: Y him, as I thinke thou didft,. 113ſh I might fight with his Mwreheror for his vwne 
Jakg, and 7U him for thiwe;., © tay ſay thy affection audbeaty deſerved byrbetter, though dare 
nat afſirme,T am reſervedta bee wolhoy in jnjoying ofeither , nuvhdeſſe'of both; andlegft 
of all, of thyſelſe ; andyet Imaſt confuſe, that if owr birth; and qualities. wore knowne, I ſhoxtd 
gae g5yeere to be thy equall, as hee infunitely.came ſhort af hring wrine. What or what not, Thave 
perfarmed for, thy (he is beſt huowne to my felje;ſoth thay lifadyneſi to know i1+ but if #hou wilt 
pleaſe to abandon thy eſdaipeothen my afes iep 1d the truth inillinfor meter, that 7 have ever 
ipgm'/ relaloedlta aye thy Servant, thangh thew bave tivorne never to live my Miftreſſe. $9 
that conld 1 uut as bappily regain thy affeFian-and feuanr,' ai 1 bave nnjuſtly-and wafortion tel 
of it , Belluile would quickly forſake Paris fo fee A vighions and abakdaw all the beawtier'sf 
the world to continue bis homage and ſervige t# that of bis onely faire ant! fiveet Laurieta;” 


raid doin Hof g fff cod adeort BELLVILE- (1 note 
., With this his Letter hee{ends a Diamond Ring fromhis'finger; and ſodifpatcherh 
his Lackey, whois not long before het arrive-at 4viqwon, where yery ſecretly hee'de- 
liversLaxriete his Maſters.T oken and-Letter;*-and-exeacherous fury asſheeis; ſhee Kif- 
{eth both; ang breaking off the Seales,teadesthe contents, whereinſhe infinitely ſevins 
19.rejoyce. and {o queſtioneth with theEdckeyabour his Maſters returne 5 who bein; 
taught bjs Leſlon, told her thatthat depended on kev pleaſure ;« firt{hers was his,an 
withall prayes her for ananGwer; for that'two dayes:henoe hee wasapaine to rerurne 
ta his Maſter for Paris ;' the'which ſhee promiſeth. ' The Lackey pone,ſhee cannot re- 
fraine from laughing, yea, ſhe leaps for joy; to ſee how Bulfwileis agihne fo beſotted to 
throw him(elte19to her favour and mercy,and to obſerve how willing/and forward } 
was to runng hoodwink'd'to his untimely deatrand de firuftiow; for the Diyel{ ha 
fortifyed her in her former bloudy reſolution 3 ſo thathap what will, ſhee vowes ſhee 
will not faile to kill Be/zile, becauſe he had fhaine at Polley; and already ſhe wiſheth 
him in Avignon, that ſhe might ſee an end to this heryalhed-and defired Tragedy. 1n 
the meane tune the prepares her hypocriticall and treatherous Letter, and a rich by - 
chet Scarte 1mbroydered with flames of filver.So his Iaokey repayreth to her;to whom 
ſhe delivereth. both , with remembrance of her beft loveto his Maſter, and'thar fhee 
hoped ſhortlyto ſee him in Avignion.The Lackey being provided of his Ma ſters Gold, 
and this Scarte and Letter.trips away ſpeedily for Lydne, where he findes hjs MiſtetÞti- 
ratly buſhtup an a friends houſe, expeCting his xeturne;he is glad ef-his gwne gold,bur 
nore of Lavnieta's Letter, when thinking every minute ayeare beforc he had read it;he = 


- 


tuſtily breaking off the ſcales,findes theſe lines therein eontained:” | 


LAVALETA to BELLVILE, 


A $I acknowledge Tloved Poligny, fr confeſſe F never hated thee; and if his treacherous 
inſunuation were 100 prevalent with my credulity,Theſeechthee attribute it to my indifcre- 
tig,as being a womnan,and not to my inconſtancie, as berg thy friend:for if be dyed thine ene - 
let it ſuffice that Tlive thine hand-mayd, and that ze he was not reſerved for meſa Thope } 

holly for thy ſelfe. How farre he was my infetignre? will not inquire,one} it is both thy con- 
feit and honour, that thox pleaſe vonchſaſe to repute me thytqual}.” 'Tamſa farre from c iſ day= 
wing , 4s T infinitely deftre to know what thou haſ? —_ my ſake, that I may requite thy love 
whh kiſſes, and make my tharkes wipe off the conceipt of my ingratitude. Arfor my for, it 
wa never / oft to thee , nor ſhall ever be found bat of thee. To conclude, Fwiſh that owrlitt A< 

gion wer'e thy great Paris, ard ifthy [ove be as unfergned as mine is firms, let my Belluile 
haſt toſer his} aurieta, who hath vowed to rejoyce a thewſand times more at his rely ues, 
ſever Jiu gritves & Poligny's death; 2 OG 01 02) LOIFSD 
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mery the readibg of this herLetter hee is beyond himſelfe; «yea beyond the Moone 


$1 being ſurprized and raviſhed>with! thie:extaſie ofa thouſknd ſweete approaching 
Ficalelfe with highepe of dehght, ſhee doth-no le{ſe with herdefire 6f revenge. Arid 
patch him, ' as.his owne-Piſtoll;;and fothinking ſhee ſhould nee wth => Fr 


ac- 


but in giving him kiſles.: Be{{uile, like a diſſphuteandlafciyious Gentleman, whi] PE» 
Pp 
be 
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ed no witneſles. Thus whiles heecalls them up, to bid thyn 


Fa toher -mayd Lxcil/a, and bids her.make ready cr 
dcloſeto her (quothſhe) the houre is come.that'l will lee 

of BeBuile for my Poligny.sdeath +. the whic t 
3 when redoubling his kiſles, hee little, or ratheripat at all fta- 


death,or death him being ready to retire himſelfe to.a withdraw - 
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Hiſt VIII, .  Beluile and Lamrieta-. 1:9 
for hym, hee takes his Piſtoll, and layes it on the Table of the outer Chamber, where. © 
in they then were 3 which ſhee eſpying , asthe inſtrument ſhee infinitely deſired to fin- 
ger, takes it in her hand, and prayes him to ſhew her how to ſhoote it off:ſo taking it 
from her, hee told her, if ſhee pleaſed, hee would diſcharge it before her, for herſake. 
Why (quoth ſhee) is it charg'd ? Yea, replies Be/nile, with a lingle bullet. Nay then 
(quorh Laxyieta) put in one bullet more, and if you can eſpye any Crow out of the 
window, either on the houſe or Church top,. if it pleaſe you, I will play the man,and 
ſhoote at it for your ſake: When poore Belluile, deſirous to pleaſe her in any thing, looks 
out the window, and eſpies two Crowes on the Croſle of the Auguſtine Fryers Church, 
' which hee very joytully relates Lawrieta 3 and fo at her requeſt clapsin a ſecond bullet 
more : for (quoth ſhe) 1f I ſtrike not both, I will be ſure to pay one; and foprayes him 
to leane outat window , to ſee how neare ſhee could feather them : which (miſerable 
Gentleman) hee performing, the Piſtoll being bent, ſhee behind him diſchargeth it d+- 
realy inhis own reines. W hereat he amazedly ſtaggering,Lxcil/a ſeconding her bloo- 
dy Miſtrefle ,. ſtepsto him 5 and.with her Ponyard gives him five or ſixe wounds tho- 
row the body ; ſo as without ſpeaking or groaning, he falls dead at their feet. Where- 
at Lavrietatrium phing and lea ologitve joy, uttereth theſe bloudy and pgophane ſpee- 
ches ; O Poligny, whiles thou art/in heaven, thus have I done in earth for thy ſake, and 
in revenge of thy cruel] death! Which having performed, they more cruelly then cru- 
elty her (clfe, drag his breathleſle carkaſle, reeking in his bloud, downe the ſtayres, in- 
to a low obſcure Cellar, where making a ſhallow grave, they there bury him in his 
clothes, and ſo pile up a great quantity of Billets on him 3 as if that wooden monu- 
ment had power to conceale their Murther , and his body from the eyes and ſuſpicion 
of all the world. Good God ! what divells incarnate., and infernall Furies are theſe, 
thus to imbrue their hands in the bloud of this Gentleman ? Butas cloſe as they a&t 
and contrive this their bloudy and inhumane Murther on earth , yet heaven will both 
deteCt and revenge it: for when they leaſt dreame thereot,Gods wrath and verigeance: 
will ſurpriſe them ;: to their utter confulion and deſtruCtion, and it may be fognerithen 
they are aware of. | roy 01 
Forthe twoLackeyes having ſtayed at the City gate with their Maſters horſe till 
night, they returne and ſeeke him at Lawrieta's houſe, where they left him 3, Lawieteins, 
forimesthem hee ſtayed not an houre after them , and ſince ſhee ſaw him not 3 'which 
newes doth infinitely afflict and vexe them. Burt they returne to his lodging ; -and like 
dutifull and faithfull ſervants , ; betwixt hope and feare, awayt hisreturne that night, 
and all the next day 3 but.in vaine. And now they beginne to bee amazed at hislong- 
and unaccuſtomed abſence,and ſoconſultthis important buſineſle to fomte;Gentlemen, 
their Maſters confident and intimate friends ; who together with them! repayreto 
Laurieta houſe, and'againe and againe demand her for Moxnſtenr.de Belhijle : but they: 
finde her conſtant inher firſt an{wer, and yet pullecby the fi 'and, providence of 
God, - they bewray a kinde of perturbation ma her logkes, and diſcover diſtxacti- 
on and extravagancie in her ſpeeches : whereupon calling to theirgwdes herformer - 
diſcourtelie to him for'Polzgny's ſake, and Wolghung with him on #he Bridge for,hers, 
asalſo this ſuddenand violentſuſpected murther of him,they ;Oprs” and feare there is / 
more inthe winde then as;yet they know and ſo acquaint the ritnigall Iudges heren, ; 
with, whoas wiſe Senatours, chaving ſeverally examined both herand her. Mayd Zx- | 
cilla, and Bellviles Lackeyes ; they:conclude.to imprifor Lawritta 3, which is inſtantly 
ed; whereat ſheeis.extreamly amazed and texnfyed ; but howfoever,ſheisxe- 
foluteto deny all , and conſtant to {ſtand upon her juſtification and;nnocencie-! So her, 
ladges adjudgether to the torments of the Racke, which (with a maſculine,yea, with a 
helli{h fortitude) (hee indureth, without revealing the leaſt haddowugither of feare of | 4 
guilrinede ;:but they detaineher (hill priſoner,/ and hope that. God will make time diſ- 1 
covertbe.murther of Befwile, 5; ory layes.being naw paſt, [theyare hecomecon- | 
fident that heo is. not} invhas! world, but ioanother, ,Inthe neape Soomhen bloudy . 
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Wayri toher Lady Zaricte in priſon, where 


kke impious & n ne wretc © lene ſweare ſecrefie cach to other, 
ſith on cithers + nmoniringa, wa Sr | err deaths. 
Whiles this newes is generally di | 


| vulged in Avignion, Provence, Daniphine,and Langue- 
dock,and no newes at all tobe had or gatheredof Beffxile, La Palaifere, who ſhined with 
as many vertues as Leuricta was obſcured with Vices, catof compaſſion and Chriſtian 
charity, ſome three weeks after viſiteth Lawieta in priſon, although ſhe partly believed 
and knew, that ſhee never affected or loved herz when aiming ts adde tion to 
her afiitions, as God would have it, Lawriets, outofher ignorance, or folly, returaes fs 
Palaifiere this unlooked for anſwer : That her ſelfe was as innocentof Belfwiler death, as 
ſhee was of Poligny's. Which words being over-heard by ſome curious head of the 


com , were inſtantly _—_ and reported to the Criminall Judges, who inſtantly 
cau 0 rI_ie x wy nded and before theni, whomthey examine 
upon Poligny's death; which doth no way afftright or afflit her, becauſe her conſcience 


was untaimed , and her (elfe as innocent as innocencie- her ſelfe thereof. They deale 
farther with her, tounderſtand the paſlages of former buſineſſes betwixt herſclfe, Po- 
ligny, and Fellaile. Shee gives them a true and faithfull account thereof, yea, and re- 
lates them as much and no more, then this HifceyTuch Graerlyrcleded os 3 and to 
venifie and confirme her (| like a diſcreet young Gentlewoman, (hee gives them 
the keyes of a Trunke of hers, wherein ſbee {aith is her copy of a Letter ſhee wrote to 
Poligny , and "_ ones ___ her, —_ oct ppter 919192 for,tor her ber- 
ter clecring iſcharge. dee ily aw eLeners, which 
are found produce d, epdrend, Ae cone with etrue circumſtance of her 
former ion : whereupon with much applauſe and commendation they. acquit 
and her. But if /2 Palaiſteres Ver tueshave c anriet 
the Judpes begin to (ine)! out by Polrgay s Letter) doethe more narrowly and ſtreight- 
byimprifon her 3 and yet knowing that la P nejther had, nor could any way ac- 
euſe her, foreuther of theſe two Murthers, thee ſets a faceon herbad heart, and 
ſo very bravely frollikes it in priſon, and to ſpeake truth, with farre more joy, and lefle 
feare then heretofore : but to checke and theſe vaine triumphs of hers in 
brought her that her wayting-mayd 


they nowmore ve 
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Hig VII. © Belnileand Laurieti. | 


her limbes and body feele arengthing in refpe&t of thoſe contentments and/joyes he? 
heart.aad thoughts conceive /3..and alteady building caſtles and triumphs in her heart 
and contemplations, for the hope and joy of her {peedy inlargement,ſhe;,in her apparell 
and bebaviour, , flaunts it out tarrebraverthen before. Burt ſhe hathnot yet and her 
peace with her Judges , neither have ms 1 OG” her Oviera eft. And alas ,” how 
fooliſhly and ignorantly doth the vanity af her, hopes deceive and betray her, when as 
the foulneſſe of her ſoule ; and contaminationother conſcience, every houre and mi- 
nute prompt her,that Gad, the Judge of Judges,who hath ſcene, will in his good time 
and pleaſure both dete& and puhiſhas well her whoredome 4s her murther , in her 
death ! And loghere comes both the cauſe and the manner thereof, wherein Gods provi- 
denceand juſtice doe miraculoutly reſplend-and ſhine. 

For Lawrieta being indebted to/her Land-lord Monnſfenr de Richcourt , 23 well for a 
whole yeares rent , as for three hundred Livres in money, which he had lent her, be- 
ig impatient of hex delayes, but more of herdifgrace,; lets out that part of his houſe, 
which ſbee held of him ; to the Deane of Carpertras , who for his healths ſake came to 
ſojourne that Winter in Avigemon ;-and/deſpaitingof her inlargement , -and'to ſatisfie 
himſelfe,, beginnes to (ell away her houſchold-ſtuffe,' yea}, tothe very Billets which 
ſhee had wher Cellar, which he retaines for himfelfe 5 whereof when his ſervants came 
to cleere the Cellar, they removinjg the laſt Billers, finde the earth newly removetl and 
opened.in the length and proportion ofa Grave 3 whereof wondering ; they preſently 
infortae-their Matter, who viewing'the fame, -as God would have it, hee rany op 
prehendedand believed, that Laxrieta had undoubtedly killed Be[ile, and there buri- 
ed him : when not permitting his ſervantsto remove theleaſt jot of earth, hee as a diſ- 
creet and honeſt Citzzen, with all poſſible celeritie trips away to the Criminall Judges, 
and acquaints them herewith;who concurring with Achcourt in his opinion and behef , 
they diſpeed themſelves to his houſe and Cellar , where cauſing the new opened earth 
to be remaved,behold, they find the miſerable dead body of Be#xile there mmhumane! 
throwne in and buried in hiscloaths, which cauſing to bee taken off, thereby to fapch 
his body, they find him ſhot into the reines with two Piſtoll bullets, and his body ſtabd 
and pierced with fixe ſeverall wounds of a Rapier or Ponyard : they are amazed at this 
pitifull and lamentable ſpeCtacle 3 and fo reſting confident it cculd be no other but Lau- 
rieta and her Mayd Lacilla, that had committed this cruel] Murther,they very privately 
and ſecretly —_ Belluiles dead body to bee conveyed tothe priſon, and there, when 
Lanrieta leaſt dreamt thereof, expole it to her ght » and n rough termes charge and 
crie out upon her for this Murther 3 but this monſter ofnature, and ſhee-divell of her 
ſexe, hath yet her heart ſo obdurated with edewne. = , and her ſoule ſo o're-clouded 
and benumm'd with impiety , as ſhee 1snothing daunted or terrifyed with the ſight 
hereof 3 but with many tearefull imprecations and afleverations ſtands peremptorily 
in her innocencie, and out of the heat of her malice and choller termes them divells 
or witches,|that are her accuſers- But her Iudges, who can no longer be deluded with 
her vowes, nor will no more give eare to her perfidious oaths, command to have her 
Paps ſeared off with hot burning Pincers, thereby to vindicate the truth of her cruell 
murther , from the falſehood of her impious and impudent denyall thereof. Whereat 
amazed andaſtoniſhed, and ſeeing this cruell torment a to bee inflicted and pre- 
ſented her, God was ſo indulgent to her ſinnes, and ſo mercitull to her ſoule, as the de- 
vill flying from her, and ſhee from his temptations, ſhe rayning downe many rivolets 

and fhowres of teares from her eyes, and evaporating many volleyes of fighes. from 
her heart, throwing her felfe downe on her knees to the earth, and lifting up her eyes 
and hands unto Heaven, with much bewayling and bitterneſſe, ſhee at laſt confeſſeth 
to herIudges, that ſhee and her Wayting-mayd Lxcilla were the murtherers of Bellu- 
ile, and for the which ſhee ſaid, that through her humble contrition and hearty repen- 
tance, ſhee hoped that God would pardon her foule in the life tocome, though ſhee 
knew they would not her body inthis. Whereuponthe Iudges, in horrourand exe- 
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cration of her inhumane and bloudy crime,pronounce ſentence of death upon her,and 
condemne hep the nextday after dinner,firſtto be hanged, then burnt inthe ſame ſtreet, 
right again{ther lodging, Moxnſrenr de Richconrts houſe 3 and likewiſe, fith Lycil/a was 
both an acgeflary and attor in this bloudy'Tragedy, that her budy ſhould be taken up 
out of her Grave,and likewiſe burnt with hers in the fame fire : which accordingly was 
executed in'the;preſence of aninfinite number of people both'of the Citizens, and ad- 
jacentneighhours of 4vignion 3 Lawrieta uttering upon the Ladder a ſhort, but a moſt 
Chriſtian anf-penitent ſpeech to the people, tending firſt to difſfwade them all by 
herexample from thoſe foule and crying ſinnes of whoredome, revenge and murther 3 
and then to requeſt and perſwade them, that they would affiſt her with their religious 
and devout prayers in her ſoules paſlage and flight towards Heaven : yet adding with- 
all;that as hereriume,{o hergriefe wasredoubled, becauſe as ſhee had killed Be{/xile for 
Poligny's ſake, ſo ſhe was ſure that Be/uile had killed Poligny for hers. 

Andthus Chriſtian Reader, were the diflolute lives and mournefull deaths of theſe 
two unfortunate Gentlemen, Poligny and Bel/nile,and of this laſcivious and bloudy Cur- 
tizan Lavrieta,and her Wayting-maid Lwci#a.A tragical Hiftory, worthy both of our ob- 


ſervationand deteſtation 3 and indeed, theſe are the bitter fruits of Luſt, Whoredome, 


and Revenge.and the inſeparable companyons which infallibly await and attend themz 


| the very ſight & conſideration wherof are capeable,not only to adminiſter conſolation 


to the righteous, but to ſtrike terrour to the ungodly. O therefore, that we may all be- 
ware by theſe their fatall and dangerous finnes : for this is the onely perfe&t and truc 


way to prevent and avoid their puniſhments. 
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REVENGE AGAINST THE 
Crying andExecrableſinne of Murther. 


Hiſtory IX. 


JacomodeCaſteInovo l»ſtflully falr in love with his danghter in law Perina, his owne ſon. 
Franciſcode Caſtelnovo's Wife '> whom to injoy, hee canſeth Terantha firſt to poyſon his 
owne Lady Fidelia, ard then his ſaid ſonne Franciſco de Caſtelnovo : in revenye whereof, 
Perinia #reacheronfly murthereth him in his bed. Terantha, ready to dye in travell of chilae 
confeſſeth hey two Murtherr, for the which ſhe is hanged and burnt. Perina' hath her right 
hand cut off and it condemned to perpetnall impriſonment where ſhe ſorrowfully dyes. 


EI IIIz = 7,71] enced not ſend our curioſity ( or our curioſity us) to ſeeke 
A247 i Tygersand monſters in 4f/5ca for Ewrope hath but too many, 

Q s who are ſo cruell and inhumane, not onely toimbrue, burto 
1mbath themſelves in the innocent bloud of their Chriftian 
brethren. And as Religion prohibites usto kill, and commands 
us to love our enemies; with what audacious and prophane 
impiety dare we then murther our friends, nay thoſe of our 
owne bloud,and who are the greateſt part of our ſelve? And 
although 7taly have lately afforded many tragicall preſidents, 
and feareftu]l Examples of this nature (whereofT have given 
ſome tomy former, and reſerved others to my future bookes) yet in my conceitX hath 
produced none more bloudy and inhumane then this, whether we reſpe& the Murthers 
orthe perſons. 'For here we ſhall ſee a wretched and execrable o}d man fo beſotted in 
luſt, and flaming in malice and revenge, as being both a husband and a father, he by a 
helliſhyoung Gentlewoman (his ſtrumper)poyſoneth both his owne wife and his owne 
ſonne : It was his vanity which firſt inkindled the fire of hisluſt; it is then his impiety” 
which gives way to the devillto blow the coales thereto, and ſo to convert it into Mur- 
ther.Othat Sinne ſhould ſo triumph or'e Grace, and not Grace or'e Sinne ! O that Age 
and Nature ſhould not teach usto bee lefſe bloudy, and more compaſſionate and cha- 
ritable ! And alas,alas,by Poyſon,that drug of the Devill,who firſt brought the damna- 
ble invention thereof from hell, to bee prattiſed here on earth onely by his agents and 
members ! Weſhall likewiſe ſee him killed by his daughter in law,for formerly poyſo- 
ning of her husband: Luſt ſeduced himto perpetratethoſe ; Aﬀedion,or rather bloudy 
Revenge, drew her onto performe this, and conſequently to her puniſhment due for 
the ſame. Had they had more Grace and Religion, they-would not have beene ſo inhu- 
mane3but falling Groen that,no marve!l if they {11 tobe ſo wretched and miſerable : for 
if we die well, we ſeldome live ill; iflive ill, wee uſually never dye well.for it is the end 
thatcrownes the beginning, not the beginning the x7 Therefore if we will be happy 
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in our lives,and blefſed inour deaths, wee muſt follow Vertue and flie from Vice, love 

Chaſtity and Charity, and hate Luſt and Envie, prefer Heaven before Earth, our Soules 

before our Bodies; and defie Satan, with a holy reſolution both tofeare an1 love God. 
| N 
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the ſtrongeſt Bulwark againſt Fraxce, and the beſt Fortreſle and Key of 7taly) where 
e Scene of this inſuing Tragical Hiſtory is layd,the which to refetch trom the Head- 
ſpring and Fountaine of its originall,it muſt carry our curiofity and underſtanding over 
thoſe faingys Mountaines,the Alpes,and from thence to the City of Saint Tohr de Manrie- 
45 where of Tate and freſh memory dwelt an aged Gentleman, of rich revenues and 
great wealth.named Seignior Antonio de Arconeto,who had newly by his deceaſed wife, 
the Lady Eleanora de Bibanti, two Children, ito wit, a Son,and a Daughter;that,named 
Seienior Alexandro,& thisthe Lady Perinaza little different wy yearesfor he was exghteen 
and the but fifteenzbut more1n quakties and conditions, for he was by nature pexverſeS& 
chollericke, but ſhe, milde, courteous,and gracious: Againe,they diffgred much in the 
lineaments &/proportion of their bodies;for Alexandro,like his Fathef, wasſhort,crook- 
backt, and hard fayour'd : and Perizareſembling her mother, tall,ſtraight-waſted,and 
faire:{oas it being a principle and Maxime in. Nature, that parents (for the moſt part) 
love thoſe Children beſt, who beſt reſemble them; as the mother Eleanor referr'4 
PFerina in kerafftettion before Alexandro, ſo contrariwilſe their father Arconcto didrdlex- 
axdro before Perina-But as God hadcalled Ekavors out of this life,and left herihuſband 
Arconeto to ſurvive herzſo Alexandro's joy proy'd his fiſter Ferina's miſery; and affliction: 
farhe was ſo happy to ſee himſelfe tenderly cheriſhed andafteted.and ſhe ſo unfortu- 
nate to perceive her ſelfe {lighted and diſreſpeCted of her father : wherein, as Ipraiſe 
Afconeto's intimate love to his ſonng fol cannot but diſcommend, and withall pitty his 
imimerited & unnatura!l negle& to his daughter, wherein,as Alexandrs triumphed in the 
onezjudge judicious Reader, if Perina had not cauſe enough togrieveand lament arthe 
other. Butas the drift and cope ob this Hiſtory.looks another way,ſo for my part, who 
haye undertaken to pen tit is the leaſt of my intent or purpoſe to give taſtruftionsand 
direction , how parents ſhould beare themſelves intheir affetions towards theirchil- 
drenzonely.becauſeI may not here too palpablybewray mine ignorapce in myfilence, 
I hope, nay,l am confident, that with as much truth as ſafety I may conchide,it isa hap- 
pineſle both for parentsang children, where parents beare their afteQjons equally to 
their children : for loving one, - and hating another,the joy of the one proves often- 
times the others ſorrow 3and in giving that too much hope, wee many times adminiſter 
this too much cauſe of deſpaire; or if the incinotong ang attections of paregts be more 
narrowly tyed, and ſtriftly linked to. preferre & love one child above the other, yet fith 
they are the equall iſſue of their loyns,8 we the onely parents of their youth, we ſhould 
bee as well cautious in the diſtribution of our fayors,as in the demonſtration of our dif- 
reſpects towards them.But enough of this digreſſtion;and now againe to our Hiſtory. 
As Alexandro growes up in yeares, ſo hee doth in ambition and oſtentation:forithee 
play the Bravaſhbo abroad. among Gentlemen and Ladies,ſo authoriſed by his fathers ha- 
tred of his ſiſter, hee at home becomes a petty tyrantto her 3 yea,his carriage is ſo ſterne 
and imperious towards her,as if ſhee were rather his ſlave then his ſiſter, or his laundres 
and hand-mayd, then any part of himſelfe, which notwithſtanding it was both a daily 
griefe to her end a continuall torment to her thoughts,yet Periza's ſweet perfeCti- 
ons, and gracious yertuesand behavyior,make her digeſt and brook all with wonderfull 
conſtancie,& an admirable patience: for well ſhe knowes,that if ſhe ſhould complain to 
her father ofher brothers unkindnes towards her,ſhe ſhould thereby reape no other re- 
medy and redreſſe but this, that the one would laugh, and the other trumph thereat; 
and, that the iſſue thereof would prove her complaints to bethe May-game of the one, 
and mocking-ſtock of the other. But God hath ordayned briefly to eaſe her of a great 
part ofher undeſerved diſcontents and affliftions : for lo,her brother 4lexandro,debau- 
ching and ſurfeting at a Banquet at S»/z,returnes home, ſurpriſed ofa hot peſtilent Fe- 
ver,which notwithſtanding the care of his father, or the art of his expenalt Phy fictans, 
he i three dayes is taken out of this life. | Fi | 
And now guided bythe light of nature, and the inſtin&t of common fence ard rea- 
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D'he 15 the Countrey, and Nice the City ({cated upon the Mediterranean Sea, being 
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ſon,who would not {urmiſe or thinke, but that Arcopete,having buryed his ſon Alexar> 
dro, ſhould now love his onely daughter.and child Perz#afar defrer and tenderer then 
before.But alas,nothingleſle:tor he1s not {o kinde,and therefore ſhee canriot be ſo hap- 
py3yea,which is worſe,although his words be;her commands; and his pleaſiire het law; 
yet he contemnes both her and her obedience,and neverlaoks on her with love and af< 
tettion, but ſtill withUiſdain & envy : yea,in a word, his diſtaſt is ſo extream and bitter 
againſt her,as he is never beſt pleaſed, then, when ſheis furtheſt from himsſo as her ab< 
{ence may delight and content him, but her-preſence cannot. Which unnaturall difre- 
ſpe&t,8 unjuſt cruelty of her father towards.her,doth ſo njp the joyes of her youth, and 
the bloſlomes of her health and beauty,as, poore young Gentlewoman,ſhe becomes in- 
finite melancholy, and extreame weake and ſickly; which being obſerved and pittyed 
of all her kinſfolkes and friends, as being her Fathers onely child, and heire to all his 
Lands and Riches,an Auntof hers, being her mothers ſiſter, and likewiſe her God-mo+ 
ther,termed the Lady Dominica.a Widow-woman of the ſame Cityzworkes {o with her 
brother in law Arcoxeto, that hee 1s content to permit his daughter Periza to relide and 
dwell with her : whereat as the Aunt is not a little glad, ſothe Neece beyond meaſure 
infinitely rejoyceth ,and triumphsthereat, both hoping that her abſence may, and will 
procure her fathers affe&tion,which her preſence could notzand that having more liber- 
ty and lefle bondage , ſhe might againe in a ſhort time recoyer her former health and 
content 3 or elſe that God, out of his divine providence, and pleaſure in heaven,mightr 
call and allot her out ſome gallant Huſband here on earth, with whoin, in the contents 
and pleaſures of Marriage, ſhe might end her future dayes in as muck tranquillity and 
felicity, as ſhee had formerly lived in diſcontent and affliction : and indeed theevents, 
though notin the firſt, yet inthe two laſt poynts,arfſwereth their expectations. 

The Lady Dominica hath formerly contracted a Daughter of hers, named Dora Ber- 
tha, to a Cavalier of the City of Nice, termed Seignior Bartholomeo Spelaſsi, by delcent 
noble, and of good revenewes and wealth. And now the appointed time iscome for 
their Marriage : to whichend , up comes $pelaſſe from Nice to Saint Iohn de Maxrienc, 
aſſiſted and followed by many gallant young Gentlemen of his kinſtolkes and friends, 
and, ina word, witha train well befitting his ranke and quality , where theſe Nup- 
tiallsare ſolemnized with great variety of pompe and pleaſure; as Feaſting, Dancing, 
Maſks,Running at the Ring,and the like: for in theſe amorous and Court-like Revels, 
the Savoyards (as participating both of the Freuchand 7talian humours) take a, ſingu- 
lar delight and felicity:But as many times one Wedding occaſioneth and produceth a- 
nother,{o Fortune,or to ſpeake more properly and truely,God ordained,that the Lady 
Dominicaappoynted her Neece Perina,to conduct the Bride-groome her Sonne in.law, 
Spelaſſz, to the Church ; and he had alloted one of the nobleſtand eminent Cavalliers 
that came with him,named Seignior Franciſco de Caſtelnovo, to pertorme the ſame cere- 
mony to his Bride the Dona Bertha, being a Knight of Malta, native of the City of Nice, 
arid ſon and heir'to Seignior Tacomo de Caſbelnovon very ancient and rich Baron of Savoy- 
Now as Periza was a molt beautifull and faire y oung Lady , ſo was our young Caſtel- 
21000 a very proper and gallant Cavallier; and (ith the/occaſion of this Marriage,and 
the fortuhacie and epportunity of their united office, . by a kinde of deſtinated and 
happy priviledge, authorized each to bee familiar in the others company and pre- 
ſence : ſo, as Lovers beginne to court firſt in jeſt, then in earneſt, the hearts and breſts 
of this {weet young couple are inthe end equally ſarpriſed with the flame of aftecti- 
on; yea, his perſonage and dancing, and COD and ſinging,mutually inkindle this 
fire of love in their thoughts and contemplations, which either imagineth., 'and both 
perceive and underſtand, by thedumbe Oratorie and ſilent Rhetoricke of their eyes : 
Which Caſtelnovo knowing her deſcent and quality "an{werable to his, hee intends to 
ſeeke herin Marriage. When not any longer to ſurpretle or conceal their afteCtions,they 
after dinner dancing in company of diversothers in the garden, hee fingleththe Lady 
Perina,his new Mrs apart ina bower clolcly overvail'd with /7#es,Sicamores,& Cyprastree ; 
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#dthere 'twixt ſighs and words, reveales his deepe affe&tionto her, Butto avoyd the 

protixious relation of thistheir Garden enterview and conference, although ar firſt 7c- 
rina's modeſty (the ſweeteſt'ornament and vertue of a Lady) was ſuch, as ſhe not onely 
kept her ſelfe,but likewiſe her affeftionsto her ſelfe, yet her courteous and thankefull 
an{weres , —_ and ſeconded by many delicious bluſhes, angl amorous ſighes, al- 
though not publikely , yet privately inform'd her Lover Caſtehrovo,, that ſhelikewiſe 
lov him: as during the terme of fifteene dayes,which Speldſzand heeremained in 
Saint John de Maxriene he never left courting her,till he had obtained her affeftion,and 
conſent to be his wife; drawne thereunto by thefe two attrathve and ſeducing reaſons : 
Fielt,that Caſtelnovo was a gallant & proper Cavallier, as alfo herequall in deſcent and 
meanex;and then that ſhe ſhould live in Nice with a huſband who dearely loved her,and 
no longer in $ai#t Tohn de Manriene with a Father who extreamely hated her : Neither 
can theſe our yong Lovers bear their affeCtions ſo ſecret,but the whole company,'eſpe- 
cially the Lady Dominica her Aunt perceivesit, & deemingit a fit Match for her Neece 
rejoyceth thereat.Caſtelnovs ſecretly acquaints her therewith,and intreats her beſt aſſi- 
ſtance therein towards her brother Arconeto; which ſhee promiſeth,and forthwith at- * 
tempteth : when Caſtelnovo, taking time at advantage, ſeconds her in his ſuite for the 
Daughter,to her old Father, 

Now herFather Arconeto (degenerating frum the naturall afteftion of a Father to. 
wards his Daughter) is ſo willing to depart with her to any Huſband, that he may no 
more ſee her,nor bee troubled with her preſence;as thinking a farre worſe Match good 
enough , hee thinkes this infinitely too good for her;and ſo at the leaſt ſhaddow of the 
very firſt motion conſents thereunto: which not onely baniſheth Perjza's old griefe,but 
confirmeth Caſtelnovo's new joyes;yet they,like two ſweete and vertuous Lovers,ſo ex- 
tremely rejoyce and triumph thereat as hee riding home poaſt to Nice, to acquaint his 
owne Father Seignior Tacomo de Caſtelnovo therewith , and ſwiftly returning againe to 
Saint Tohn de Maxriene with his conſent and approbation,this Mariage of Caſtelnevo and 
Perina is there almoſt as ſoone ſolemnized, as that of Spe/aſſzand Bertha, though indeed 
more obſcure,and with far leſſe pompe and bravery,in reſpec of the perverſeneſle and 
diſtaſt ofher froward old Father Arcoxeto. So fifteene dayes being expired ſince Spelaſ; 
and Caftelnovo their firſt departure from Nice, they leave Saint Tohn de Manriene, to re- 
turne and condu@ their Brides home to Njce, robbing that to inrich this City with two 
fuch beautyfull and gallant Ladies,as were Bertha and Perina. | 

Now the better to adde life and forme to this Hzi7ory, or rather to approch the more 
material and efſentia parts thereof, we muſt here leave to ſpeake of Spelaſis and Bertha, 
and wholly tye our thoughts and curioſity to Caſtelrovo and Perina, two principall and 
unfortunate perſonatours, who both have mournefall parts to a& upon the Stage and 
Theater of Nzce-for this Marriage of theirs is not begun with the ich part of ſo many 
Joyes, as we ſhall ſhortly ſee it wayted and attended on,yea,diſſolved and finiſhed both 
with tearesand blood. | 

Caſtelnovo having brought home hisfaire and deare Periza to Nice,ſhe is very honou- 
rably welcomed, and courteouſly received and entertayned of his old Father , Seig- 
mior Tacomo de Caſtelnovo, and of the Fady Fidelia his Mother , and ſoare all her 
kin ſfolkes and friends who accompany her ; yea , there wants no feaſting nor revel- 
ling in Nice, to teſtifte how much they ery AIP and rejoyce at their ſonnes 
fortune and happinelſe.And for Caſtelnove & Perinathemſelves,why they are ſo raviſh- 
edin the content, and drowned inthe joyes and delights of Marriage, asthough the 
have two bodies, yet they have but one heart, deſire, and affetion yea, they are 7 
extreamelyin loveeach with other, as they believe there is no Heaven upon earth, to 
that of each others preſence.But they ſhall bee deceived herein:for there are Tragicall 

ſtormes ariling,to trouble the ſerenity of this mariage,and the fel icity and ;tranquillity 
of theſe affeons. | Or 


For itis both with griefe and ſhame, thatI muſt bee ſo immodeſt, and therefore 
| unfortunate. 
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unfortunate to relate, that the old Baron 7aconro deCalſtelhrovo, aged of ſome threeſcore 
 andeightyeares, hath ſo farre forgotten his God and himſelfe, his conſcience and his 
ſoule, grace and nature, religion and humanity, as gazing on the freſh and delicious - 
beauty of our ſweete Lady Perina, his owne ſonnes wife, hee gives the rezgnes both of 
his obſcene deſires,and ihordinate affeCtions,to luſt after her.O how my heart tremblcs 
tothinke how he thatis white with the ſnow of a venerable age, ſhould now laſciviou!!y 
idolatrize to beauty!how he that hath(as it were)one foot in his grave,ſhould luſtfully 
deſire to have the other in his Sonnes bed ! how hee that hath his veines dryzd up and 
withered;& nothing living in him but deſire,ſhould yet of all the beauties of the world, 
delire onely toenjoy that of.his Sonnes wife ! how hee, that hath ſcarce any time left 
him to bee repentant and forrowfull for his old finnes , will now anew make himfelfe 
guilty of theſe foule {innes of Adultery, and I may in a manner ſay of Inceſt ! how hee 
that hath notgiven the flower of his youth, will yet ſtill laſciviouſly and wilfully refuſe 
to beſtow the branne of his age on his God ! Alas miſerable Caſtelxovo, wretched old 
man,or rather lubritious and beaſtly Lecher,thus to drowne thy thoughts in the hell of 
concuprſcenceand adultery, when it were farre fitter thou ſhould(t lift them up to hea- 
ven,in the ſacrihce of prayer,& other pious & _— contemplations!But all this will 
not prevaile to {tope the current of his voluptnouſneſle, and the progreſſion of his ſen- 
{uality:for without reſpect of his God,or regard of his ſoule,he is reſolute in his deſires 
to make a [trumpet of his Daughter in Law,and to make his Sonnes wite his whore:but 
God will deceive his hopes,and prevent his villany. 

Now the better, and ſooner to: draw her to his laſcivious deſires, hee is won» 
derfull courteous and affable to her, (ti]l walking and talking with her, yea, and many 
zimes kiſling her, whereof both her Huſband and ſelte are infinitely joyfull, but eſpe- 
cially Perima, becauſeſhee findes a great alteration m her fortune, 1n that her Fatherin 
Law Caffelnovo proves as courteous to her, as her owne Father Arcoreto is cruell. But 

re innocent ſoule, and ſweete and chaſt Lady , littledoſt thou either dreame, or 
thinke on his laſcivious intent again{thine honour and cha we Old Caftelnovo wal- 
lowing in the filthinefle', and burning in the hire of his newlult , and loling himſclfe 
and his thoughts in the 'Labyrinth of his Daughter 1n law Perina's beauty , hee 
thinkes on nothing ſo much, nay, on-nothing elſe, but how to obtaine her to his laſci- 
vious will: 'butnotdaring, or rather fearing toacquaint her w th his inordinate and 
beaſtly purpoſe, whales his ſon her huſbands at home preſent with her,hee forgeth and 
4framesa plot; both unnaturall and treacherous, to make him imbrace and. follow the 
- Wars in wayting on the Duke Cha'les Emanuel, or the Prince Amadee ViGor is ſon and 
% heire, who with their warlike troopes were reſolute to expell the Puke of Feria, Viceroy 
of Millan,with his Spaniſh Regiments, out of Yercele, Caſſal/, and the other Townes of 
Piedmont,to which end his luſtful affection to Perina made bim eloquent 1a perſwading; 
and powerfull in drawing her huſband to this Martiall ation,ſo full of honor& glory 3 

adding thar his honour;;/ and the ſervice of his Prince and Country , called him to t 
Field,andthat he ſhould: not wholly drowne himſelte1n the beauty of his young Wike, 
and the pleaſures of Marriage. His ſon Caſtelzove not at al ſuſpecting,or dreaming what 
a dangerous \Snake lay lurking under the greene leaves of his fathers fugered/{peeches 
and perſwalions,like a nobleand-generous Knight as he was, needes no other advocate 
buthis own honor & Martiall diſpoſitionto-imbarke him in theſe Wars:andalthough 
the beaury,requeſts, anditeares of his young Lady were vehement ſollicitourstodivert 
him, yet he is reſolute toleave her for three or foure mcneths. And ſo-making ready his 
armes;ttaitie;horſes and preparatives; be giving her many kifles,and ſhe returning him 
a world of fighes and teares;; leaves Nice, a: d ſo findes out the-Duke andhis Army in 

Predmont;where for a lIttle:time we will-leave him. | 3 . bath 

1 Jt13 a queſtion very diſputeable,; and-which og weake capacity and FOO REIPENE 
cannot well bee:decided, | whether this departure. of young Caſte/novo tothe Warres, 
made his father-more glad, or his wife forrowfull : for asſhee was all in teares, ſo wg 
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he in mirth and jollity,being ſo vaine in his luſt,and ſoluſtfull in his vanity,as he trims 
up his beard, and goes neater and withall moreyouthfull in his apparrell then accuſto- 
med yea, his luſt had ſometamorphoſed him,as if it had a prophane influence,and ſe- 
cret power to renew Cn in him. But alas, alas, what perfection of chaſtity can wee 
expect or hope for in youth, when we ſee no better {ignes and fruitsin one of threeſcore 
& eight years? ButI will follow the ſtream of our Hiſtory, though indeed the relation 
of this old laſcivious Lechers Luſt and vanity to his daughter in law Perina, equally af- 
flit mee with griefe and pitty to publiſh it. 

Iam then conſtrained to write and averre;that although meer ſhame and unnatural- 
neſſe do as yet with-hold this wretched fathers tongue, from vomiting forth his adul- 
terated luſt to his faire and chaſt daughter inlaw Perina, yet his luſt is ſo immodeſtly 
laſcivious, as hee cannot keepe himſelfe out of her company, nor being in it,refraine 
from kiſſing her : but toſee the A obſerve tho purity of herthoughts,ſhee 
nevertheleſſe not ſo much as any way ſuſpefts or dreames of his laſcivious intent ,  al> , 
though indeed ſhee thinkes this courteſlie of his ſomewhat exceedsthe priviledge of a 
Father,and the duety ofa Daughter; but meaſuring this by the cruelty of her owne Fay 
ther,ſhe,poore filly ſoule,thinkes her ſelfe in this reſpe&t now as happy, as heretofore 
ſhe was miſerable. Only the abſence of her deare husband Cſte/nove.doth both torture 
and torment her; and the more;ftor that he is inthe field at warres; when, God know» 
eth,ſhe defireth and wiſheth he ſhould be at home with her in peace. 2 

But whileJ7rerinalookes from Savoy tO Piedmont; from Nice to Vercell;, and from 
her ſclfe to her Lord and Huſband, her other ſelfe, wee muſt not forget, becauſe ous 
Hiſtory will remember , her Mother in law Fidelia , which now wee muſt admit 
re-condut to at her part upon the Theatre hereof : who obſerving her Huſban' 
immodeſt and unwiſe familiarity demonſtrated tothe young Lady Periz, her ſon 
Wife, asalſo his alteration in humours and apparell 3 but chiefely his unaccuſtomed 
diſtradtion and fighes in his reſt and repoſe 3 ſhee , more out of vertuous wiſedome, 
then fooliſh jealoufie , aimesat his vaine luſt toyards this young Lady her da rag 
law : whereat ſhe both admires with griefe, and wonders withthe anxiety of affliction 
and ſorrow. to ſee her old Huſband, in the winter of his age, ſo ſottiſh and beaſtly to 
luſt after his owne ſonnes young Wife, to ſee that nuxeſpeCt of heaven, no regard of 
conſcience, nor apprehenſion of damnation and hell, had the grace or power,cither to 
kill theſe laſcivious thoughts in their conception, or to themin their birth, to 
ſee that hee who was ready to goe to his bed of death, ſhould now (like the on: 
in the fire) bee burning with defire,to goe tothat of Luſt and Adultery, and to ſee hi 
fodrrowd of piu , as hee muſtneeds joyne Inceſt with Adultery , as ifone of the 
beaſtly alone were not enough enormous and prodigious to make his life miſeras 
ble and his death wretched. - And although ſhee have cauſe enough of ſorrow in her 
felfe, yet:when ſhee thinkes of her Huſbands age,and Daughters youth,of his luſt ;and 


her chaſtity,and which is more,of the moſt degenerate and unnaturall part of a Father, 
to ſoeke to pollute and defile his owne Sonnes bed,and conſequently his owne honour: 
This indeed goes neere her;and this, and onely this makes her looke on him,both with 
envy at ; but her age having taught her tolove diſcretion,and to hate and di{- 
daine he beares this as patiently as ſhe may,till at laſt ſeeking and finding out 
a fit op the both with tcares in her eyesand\griefein her ſpeeches, very ſecret 
lyohi for theſe his inordinate and laſciviousdefires towards the young Lady 
Perina,heir terin law. 


| Butasitis the nature of finne ſoto betray and inveagle our judgements, that wee 
flatter out ſelves with a falſe conceit , none can perceive it-in us; ſethisold lecher her 

Huſband, thinking that hee had danced im ariet,, from eand ſuſpicion of 
all the world; thus affetting his Sonnes wife, hee like a lewd and wretched old varket,” 
isſofarre from relliſhing theſe his old wifes ſpeeches and exhortations, or frombe- 
ing reclaymedthereby , as hee diſdaineth boththein and her ; and fromhenceforth 
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is ſo imperious , and withall bitterto her , as hee never lookes on her with aftetion, 
but envy : which neverthelefle ſhee (as a modeſt wife, and grave Matrone) holds it a 
part not onely of her love, but of her duty, by {weet (| = , and ſoft meanes of 
is. , todivert him from this fond and laſcivious humour of his. But obſerve 

e vanity ofhis laſciviouſneſſe , and the impiety of his thoughts and reſoluticns : for 


all her prayers and pores ſerve only rather to ſet,then rebate the edge of his luſt, 
and rather bring oyle to increaſe, then water to quench the flame ofhis inmodeſtand 
irregular aff ſoas ſeeing that ſhe ſtood in the way of obtaining his beaſtly plea- 


ſures, hee, like a Propangs barbarous Huſband;termes her no more his wife,but his 
Medea; and which is worſe, hee, out of the heat both of his luſt and choller, vowes hee 
will ſoone remove her from this world to another. 

And here the divell, ambitious and deſirous of nothing ſo much, asto fill up the 
empty roomes of his vaſt and infernall kingdome, by miſerable and execrable degrees 
takes poſlefhon firſt of his thoughts, then of his heart, and laſtly of his ſoule z fo as 
being conſtant in his indignation and choller,and reſolute in this his impious and blou- 
dyrevenge , hee meanes todiſpatch and murther her, who for the terme of forty two 
yeares had beene his moſt loving wife , and faithfull bed-fellow : but withall hee will 
at it ſoprivately , as not having as yet diſcovered his affteCtion to his daughter Perima, 
hee will therefore conceale both Com her and all the world the Murther of this his 
wife Fidelia, except only to thoſe gracelefle and execrable Agents hee meant imploy in 
this mournfull and bloudy buſinelle. 

To which end (with a helliſh ratiocination) ruminating and revolving on the man» 
ner thereof, hee having runne over the circumſtances of many violent and tragicall 
deaths, at laſt reſolves to poyſon her 3 and deemes none ſo fit to undertake it, as her 
owne Wayting-gentlewoman Zerantha : the which authorized by his former laſcivi- 
ous dalhance with her, as alſo in favour of five hundred Ducats, that he will give her, 
hee is confidenthe will undertake and finiſb;neither doth he faile in his bloudy hopes: 
For what with the honey of his flattering ſpeeches,and the ſugar of his Gold, ſhe like an 


-Infernall Fury, and a very Monſter of her ſex, moſt ingratefully and inhumanely con- 
-ſentsthereunto 3 ſo as putting poyſon into Whitebroth, which ſome mornings ſhe was 
_accuſtcmedto make and.give ber Lady, it ſpreading into her veines, and exhalingthe 

 '*xadicall humour of her life and _ » within eight dayes carries this aged and ver- 

'- nous Matrone to her grave,and het ſoule to heaven.Buther Murtherers ſhall pay deare 
this her untimely end. -; 

The Lady Periza, and all the Lady Fidelie's kinſfolkes and friendsiffinitely, 1a- 

ment and bewayle her death 3 and indeede ſo doth the whole City of Nice, where for 

her deſcent and vertues ſhee is infinitely beloved and affeted ; but all theſe teares of 
theirs arenothing in compariſon of thoſe of her wicked and execrable Huſband 4ftel- 
nove, who, although hee inwardlyrejoyce,yet hee outwardly ſeemes to bee exceceding- 
ly afflicted and dejefted. But as hee hath heretofore ated the part of a Murtheretyand 
now of an hy © Pa opdeact ir we hut alittle patietice,and we ſhal ſee thatdetefted ghis 


this mournefull Tragedy is acted in Nize; the mediation of the French King 
and oncile the differences, give end tothe Warres,and-conelude peace betwixt 
Spaine and 8&voy- So home returnes the Dwke of Feria , to Millan, the noble Duke of 
Savoy , andthe generous Princes his Sonnes, to Twriws the Marſhall de Deſdigvieres, and 
the Baron of Termer into Fraxce z and conſequently. home comes our Knight Caftelnovs 
toNice : where thinking torcjoyce with his young wife , hee is {0 unfortunate to 
monrne for the death of his old mother; but God knowes , that neither of them know 
- thelea(t ſparke or ſhadow of her cruell and untimely Murther,and lefſe,the caiiſe there- 
of Now for his laſcivious and bloudy father, albeit, tocaſt availe betbre-hi thoughts» 
and his intents and ations hee publikely mournes for bis wifes deaths and rejoyceth 
for his Sonnes returne 4 yet contrariwile hee privately mournes for this,, and rejod: 
cet 
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ceth for that. But to leave the rememembrance of F;delia, toaflume that of our Perm: 3 
I know not whether ſhee grieved more at her Huſbands abſence, or rejoyce at his pre- 
ſence, fith her affe&tion tohim was ſo tender and fervent,as inher heart and ſoule ſhee 
eſteemed that as much her hell, as this her heaven upon earth : but theſe joyes of hers 
are but fires of ſtraw, or flattering Sun-ſhines, which are ſuddenly cither waſhed away 
with aſhowre, or eclipſed and baniſhed by a Tempeſt:for whiles her hopes flatter her 
beliefe of her Huſbands continual ſtay and reſidence with her, her Father in laws luſt to 
her,foreſecing and conſidering thatit was impoſſible tothinke to obtaine her at home, 
e're her Huſband, his ſon, were againe imployed and ſent abroad;makes all his thoughts 
aime, and careand induſtry tend that way,as if time had no power to-make him repent 
the former murther of his wife, or grace influenceto renounce the future defiling and 
diſhonouring of his Daughter in law. : | | 
But hee is as conſtant 1 his luſt to her, as reſolute in his difpatching and ſending a+ - 
way of him; onely hee mult finde out ſome pregnant , vertuous, and honourble pre- 
text and colour for the effecting of his deſigne and reſolution, becauſe he well knowes 
his Sonne Caſtelnovs is as wile and generous in him ſelte 5 asamorons of his beautifull 
young Lady Perina : but his Juſt , which is the cauſe of his reſolution, or rather his va- 
nity, which is the authour of his luſt, at one time ſuggeſts him theſe two ſeverall im- 
ployments for his Sonne : either toſend him into France with the Prince Major, who 
was lately contrafted.and ſhortly to eſpouſe Madame Chriſtiene the Kings,ſecond Siſter; 
or elſe under the inſ{inuation of ſome great Penſions and offices that were ſhortly to 
bee diſpoſed of in Malta,againe to ſend fi backe thither:and his harping on theſe two 
ſtrings, wasthe onely muticke and melody which he now gave his Sonne 3 who after 
hee had a moneth or twoat moſt, recreated himſelfe in the ſweet company of his deare 
and ſweet wife Pcrina, hee leaſt of all aiming whereat his father aimed, by his abſence 
inc gives way, and conſents to }:is deſires of his departure : onely the choyce of 
theſe two different imployments is yet queſtionable and unreſulved of 'twixt the fa- 
ther and the ſonne.For as the ſonnes curioſity deſireth to ſee the Court of Fraxce,which 
asyet he hath not ſeene 3 ſo his fathers luſt and malice 1s to have him returne honou- 
rably to Malta,from whence he hath formerly received his honour of Knighthood, and 
there to obtaine a Penſion during thejterme., of hislife. The ſonne imbraceth'the ple+- 
ſures of the journey of Fraxce, before the profit and honour of the Voyape of Malta. 
But the fatherayming at other ends, preferres this of Mata before that of France ; ſo as 
time working an impreſlion in his thoughts, and his fathers defire a kinde of natiirall 
command in his wil,and of filial obedience in his reſolution; he atlaſt reſolves:on Mita. 
Butasneither of theſe two enterpriſes of young Caſtenovo 1s pleaſing, but diſtaſtfull to 
his and faite Lady Perina;Soif her affliction and miſery be fuch,as ofthe twoher 
bind muſt needes attempt and proſecute one, then fith he may goe into Fragce by 
land;and cannot to Mara, but by ſea,ſhee at laſt, with an inforced willingneſle (fympa- 
thizing with/his firſt inclination) likewiſe deſireth that the objeCt of his journey, 'andl 
the period of his Voyage bee France, and not Malte; as relying rather in hearing from 
him to ſtand at the ſpeed and fidelity of a Poſt, then at the 1neonſtancie of: | 
andthe mercy ofthe ſeas. - Soall things prepared and ready for hisVoyag 
porurnatelybegging, andher huſbagd Caſtelzovs confidently prom ;Gerr bis 
rumne,ſhe ing him over the, Hill to/i/afrarcain her Coach;they thereqwith'ma- 
ny reciprocall kiſſes, ſigties and teares,take leave each of otherzhe imbarkies himſelfe 
upon a'Freneh Galley, bound from Marſel/es to Maltz, (which ſtoptthere accidentally) 
andſhe.commitrig himto the auſpiciousfavour ofthe wind anda:  very-forrowfally 
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2 Thusleaviingthe ſore ffoating and-wafting onthe ſeas, letusagainereturne to his 
unnatura y father,who- ſeeing, his wife gone to heaven;and his'fon to Mal+s; 
-andall: he xcced according to hisdaſciviousdeſires, doth now aſlate 
himſclte;that either by/faire or foule meanes be willreape his pleaſure of his beautifid} 
bt daughter 
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danger in law Peri. To which endhe gives her the ſole governement and ſuperin- 
ance of his houſe , with ittent and hope the fooner to poverne, and ſurer tocoms 
mand her:& ſo forgetting modeſty,8& his luſt giving a law to his conſcience, fifteen daies 
are ſcarce paſt,till finding her in her chamber playing on her Lute, he after ſome pauſes, 
coughes, and kiſſes, bewrayes and vomiteth her forth his fervent affeQtion and defire. 

But for mine owne part,l highly diſdaine to pollute and vilifre this Hiſtory with the 
obſcene and laſcivious ſpeeches, wherewith this old lecher Caſftelnovo courts this young 
Lady Perina his daughter in law, as holding them as unworthy of my relation,as of my 
Readers knowledge 3 of my modeſt pen, as of their chaſt eares,onely judging of their 
nature and quality by their effects. The beaſtlineſle and unex pectedneſle thereof, firſt 
made Perinaextremely bluſh for ſhame and choller,and then immediately againe looke 
pale with griefe and diſdaine: when nct able to brooke, or hearken to his  " ſpee- 
ches,much leſleghas hatefull prefence,ſhe,m the defence and prefervation of her chaſti- 
ty, which ſhe preferred before her life,giving him a ſharpe anſwer,and a bitter deniall, 
and grieving to ſee a father ſograceleſie and impious,to ſeek to defile his own ſons bed 
in her diſhonour, ſhee throwes away her Lutezand fo very haſtily and chollerickly a- 
bandoneth his pre{ence,and her owne chamber: At whch he bites his lip for rage,and 
hangsdown his head for indignation.But at laſt, ſin & the divell raigning in him,makes 
that he will not take this her firſt repulſe for his laſt anſwer and denyall:bur refolute to 
perſevere in hislubricitie,hee jn every walke,garden and roome, frequentsand haunts 
heras herghoſt,as thinking toobtaine that from her through his importunity,which he 
could not by his perſwaſion;but this his impudency ſhall nor prevaile. - 

Now as his finfullmotion infinitely grieved her , ſo his perſeverance and importu- 
nacie therein doth doubly afflit and torment her : how to appeaſe this ſtorme!:, to 
quench the fire of his luſt, and deface the remembrance and feeling of her griefe, ſhe 
knowes not. For alas, alas, ſhee is ſounhappy, as her owne father Arcozeto, and her 
Aunt Dominica are at St. Joby de Maxriene, her {weet and deare huſband in Malta, and 
her mother inlaw , the Lady Fid:l;a in heaven 3 ſoas ſhee hath no intimate nor ſecret 
familiars, nor any boſome friend toreveale theſe her ſorrowes and afflictions. Once 
ſhee thought to ſteale away from Nice, ſo to paſle the Mountaines,and to flye backe to 
Saint Iohn de Mauriene : but againe conſidering the diſhonour, and-withall, the danger 
to undertake this journey, as alſo the cold reception and entertainement ſhee ſhould 
there finde of her owne hard hearted father, who would rather deride then pitty her 
afflictions : ſheealtereth this her reſolution, and ſo reſolves a little longer to ſtay in 
Nice, hoping and praying,that God would reCtifie her father in law Caſtelnovo's judge- 
ment, and reforme the errours of his laſcivious thoughts and deſires. And fo for 
her part, hating the father as much as ſhe loved the ſonne her huſband, he could not 
bee more prodigall ofhis lewd ſpeeches, and tentations to her , then ſhee was of her 
ſighes and teares to underſtand and repell them. A thouſand times ſhee wiſheth her 
ſelfe in Malta, with the Knight her huſband, or he in Nice with her : and could her bo- 
dy ſo ſoone have flowne or failed thither as her thoughts, hee had long ſince injoyed 

the happinefle of her preſence,and ſhe the felicity of his fathers abſence. But fith thee 
is too miſerable tobe ſo fortunate, ſhe hath yet this conſolation left her to ſweetenthe 
bitterneſle of her afflictions, and this hope to revive and comfort her againſt her de- 
ſpaire,that her Letter may procure his ſpeedy returne from Malta to Nice. Whereon re- 

| none the occaſion and grounds thereof were as {trange as ſhamefull,ſhe ſe+ 
cretly ſfeales to her chamber,and locking her doore to her;takes her pen and paper,and 
rather withteares then Ink, writes him theſe few lines : 


PERINA to CASTELNOVO. 
A hos mine eyes and heart can better weepe and ſigh for mine afflifFions , then my port 
* af JL depaintthem, yet I ſhould infinitly wrong thee in my ſelfe, and my ſclfe in thee, if [in- 
' ; 0 


forme 
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DE ——— 
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Forme thee not by this py Letter(theſecret Ambaſſadour of my heart) that my affeFion deſerves, 


and mine hononr requires thy fre returne to me;T would untocke thee this myſtery,and make it 
more obvious & apparant to'the eye of thine nn1erſtanding,but that mine own modeſty,and ax- 
others ſhame commands my pen tofilence herein. And EY teares ſo confuſed? and moirn- 
fully interrupt my ſighes,” they my teares, and both my pett,as although Thave the will, yet I want 
the power toinlargethee. ' Onzly my deare Caſtelnovo, if ever thy Perina were deare to thee, 
auake ber happy with thy ſight, who deemes her ſelfe not onely miſerable, but accurſed in thy ab- 
ſence-For till Nice be thy Malta, Heaven may,Earth cannot rejoyre me 


PERINA:; 


Having written this her Letter, ſheefindes a confident and intimate friend of her 
huſkands, a Gentleman named Seignior Benedetto Sabia, who undertakes the ſafe con- 
veyance, and ſecret delivery thereof into Malta to Caſtelnovo - ſogiving it him with 
ſtore of gold , .to defray the charge of his my , asalſo a paire of gold bracelets 
for a token to her Knight and huſband, hee imbarkes for Gezona, ſo to Naples, and from 
thence in a Neopolitan Galley,arrives in ſhorttime, to the renowned and famous Ile of 
Malta, the inexpugnable Bulwarke of Chriſtendome , andthe curbe and bridle of au- 
dacious inſulting Turky, where finding out the Knight Seignior Franciſco de Caſtelnovo, 
hee effeCtually and fairely delivers him his Ladiesletter, bracelets, and meſlage, who 


withdrawing himſelfe to a window, hath no ſooner broken up the ſeales and read the 


letter, but hee is at firſtmuch perplexed at the unexpected newes therof : hee reades 
it ore againe and againe, and oi nn it ſo obſcure, as hee cannot gather or conceive 
her meaning therein , but atlaſt conſtruing it onelyto bee a wile and fetch of her af- 
fetion, to re-fetch and call him hometo Niceto her : hee loath as yet to loſe and a- 
bandon his hopes of preferment in that Iland , which now the great Maſter hath pro- 
miſed;him, diſpatcheth $4bia becke for Nice,and plucking off a rich Emerauld from his 
finger,delivers it him for his LadyPerina,as a;token of his dear and fervent affetion,and 
with ita letter in anſwer of hers. 

In the 7zterim of $abiahis abſence to Mata, our old laſcivious Baron Caſtelnovo is 
not idlein Nice, 1n ſtill ſeeking to draw our Lady Perina to his adulterous defire, and 
will, yea, hee is become ſo obſcene in his requeſts and —— they not onely ex-+ 
ceed rat > but civility, ſoas ſhee (poore Lady) can finde no truce , nor obtaine a- 
ny intermiſtion from theſe his beaſtly ſolicitations 3 but reſolving ſtill to preſerve her 
honour with her life, her pure chaſtity ſhines cleerer in the middeſt of theſe his im- 
pure temptations, then the Sunne doth, being invironed and incompaſled with many 
obſcure clouds : but ſhee thinkes every houre a yeare, before ſhee ſee her Knight Ca- 
ſtelnovo ny returned from Malte, when lo, Sabiaarriving at Uil/afranca, trips over 
to Nice, and underſtanding Perixa privately bolted np in her Chamber, hee repaires to 
her, and there delivers her,her Knight Caſtelnovo's Ring and Letter, although not him- 
ſelfe;when tearing offthe Seales;ſhe therein findes theſe words : 


CASTELNOVO to PERINA. 


M- faire and deare Perina,, the knowledge of thy ſighes and teares the more afflif and 
grieve mee , in reſpet I am ignorant whence they proceed, or what occaſioned them: tis 
true,thy affeFion deſerves my returne,and the preſervation of thine hononr.not onely tgrequeſt, 
but to require and command it : 'but Tamſo aſſured of that , and ſo confident of this,as I know 
thou wilt carrythe firſt to thy grave, aud the ſecond to heaven. 80, if any one ſince wiy depar- 


. ture have falne in love with thy beauty,thou muſt not finde it ſtrange, much leſſe grieve there at, 


fith the excellencie thereof hath power, nat onely to captivate one but many : yea dhe conſidera- 
tion thereof ſhould rather rejoyce,then affli& thee, ſith whatſoever hee bee, the ſhame in the end 
will remaine his, and the. glory thine. But deare andſweet Lady, I thinke thine hononr is on 
the pretext, and thy affeiton the canſe, ſoearneſth to deſire my returne: wherennts I would wil- 


lingly 
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lingly conſent,  biit that the dayly expe ace of my preſerment muſt a little longer detaine 
here': onely this is my reſolution, andT pray let it be thy aſſurance, Twill diſpatch my affaires 
here with all paſſable expedition.and ſhallmever thinke my ſelfe happy,till Ire-inibarke from Mal- 
ta;and land at Nice. LT Wop 


CASTELNOVO. 
S110 $4 
f Having ore-read her Letter,ſhe,the better to difſethble her ſecret paſſions and griefes, 
verycourteouſly tonfertes with 84bza :'of whorii having forthat time thankfully taken 
her leave; ſhe for meere ſorrow and affiction;throwes herſelfe on her bed, from thence 
onthe floore; to'ſee herhopes deceived of her husbands returnez and now ſhe knowes 
neither what to ſuy or doe in-this her miſery and-perplexity: for ſhe ſes thather father in 
lawesobſtinacy; and conſequently her forrow growes from bad to worſe, that hee is ſo 
farre from reclayming,as he1s reſolute ithis laſcivious and beaſtly ſolicitations:$o that 
ſeeing his frodprecherand entreaties cannot prevaile with her, he exchangeth his re- 
ſolutionand-former language, and foaddes threats to. his requeſts, and frownes to his 
ſales; as 16: force Gecullonrote and obtaine that, which faire meanes could not, yea, 
and ſorhetime$he! intermingleth and adminiſtreth her ſuch heart-killing menaces, as 
ſhe hath now rea{on not onely to doubtr'of his luſt, but alſo toffeare hisrevenge: which 
conſidering,ſhee.as wellto preſerve her honour, as to provide for the ſafety of her life, 
will once againe prove the kindnefle of her owne unkind father 4rcoxeto, and ſodeter- 
mineth toleaveNice, and toflyeunto Saint Fohn de Manriene: now to affiſt her and ac- 
company herimthisherſecret eſcape; ſhee thinkes none fo fit as $abia, who for her hus- 
bands affe&tion;'and her owne vertues, willingly conſenteth to her : ſo ſhee preparing 
her apparell, and he her traine,they ina darke night(when pale faced Cynthia mveloped 
her ſelfe in a:multitude of black and obſcure clouds, purpoſely to affift and favour her 
in this her laudable & honourable flight) take horſe,and fo with great expedition paſſe 
the Mountaines,, and recover $airt Toh de Mauriene 5 where though ſhee beenot truly 
welcome to her owne father Arconeto, yet her honour and her life are rruely ſecured 
from the luſt and revenge of her laſcivious fatherin law Caftelnovo : neverthelefle the 
cauſe and manner of her eſcape, but chiefly the confiderationof her husbands abſence 
in the paſlage of this buſineſle,doth (till ſo bitterly aftit her,as ſhe is become pale and 
lickely : ——_—_ ſhee is reſolute; once againe to ſend backe Sabia to Maltato her 
knight and husband, with a ſecond letter, in hope it may effect and procure his return, 
which her firſt could not ; and ſocalling for pers and paper,ſhe traceth thereonthefe 
few lines. | 


PERINA to CASTELNOVO. 


0 thou wilt not leave Malta, to ſce Nice for my ſake, Thaveleft Nice,to hve or rather to 
dye in Saint Iohn de Mauriene for thine © tis true, my affeFion hath deſired thy retarne, 
which thou haſt not granted me: tir as true, that one, to whom Nature hath given a prime 

ſingular intereſt in thee, and thee in him, hath ſought the defloration of mine honour, which my 
heart and dutie have denied hin. Thou ayt AY we. zry affeFion to thee : if thine had beene 
ſo faithfull and fervent to my ſelfe,neither ſeanor land had had power to ſeparate ns. If any pre 
ferment be dearer to thee then my life,ſt iy in Malta : or if my life bee dearer then it.then returne 
to Saint Iohn.de Mauriene, where thou mayeſi {ga me,for in Nice Twill not - or of _ 
Hadlſt thou not ly miſtaken the cauſe for the pretext in my importunity of thy returne, 

w L have di FAth Ar nk more nth agua kſſe affliFion : but ſeth neither my affe@ion, 
or honour hath power to oe it,. at leaſt let the regardof my life, ſith that will not accompany 
me, if thou any longer ft ſelfe from me:make therefore haſtet0 ſee x 49 ig je 
thou thinke to fee her againe;and let her heare this ane.cantent to ber grave, thatſhe may aiſcloſe 


thee a ſecret, which) but te thy ſelfeſbe will conceale from: the mare... 


PERI1 WH 
Whiles 
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____ Whiles Sabiais againe ſpeeding towards Malta with Periwa's ſecond Letter to her hus- 
band Caſtelnovo,we will alittle ſpeak of old Caſtelnovo the father,who ſeeing his daugh- 
ter in law Perina fled, and conſequently his hopes with herhe is extreamely perplexed 
and afflicted hereat : All the houſe and City is ſought for her, and he himſelfe breakes 
off the locks of her Chamber-doore, where he findes the neſt, butthe bird flowne a- 
way,her bed,but not herſelfe : ſo as his thoughts doubly torment and aſtoniſh him, fixſt 
to befraſtrated of his hopesand defires to injoy her, then, becauſe ſhee will bewray his 
laſciviousſwgte and afteCtion tu her Husband his ſonne, which of all files will procure 
him notpnely ſhame, but infamy z yea,now It igalthough before he would nor,that hee 
{ces hiserrour,and vanity, in attem pring tomake {hipwracke of her honour and chaſti- 
ty, which is the glory, and ſhould the Palladinm of Ladies : but-itis too late to re- 
cover her againe : And therefore although hee know howto repent, yet he is i ne 
how to remedy ur redeeme it, ſith hisattempt;and enterpriſe was notonely odious to 
God,but infamous to men,oppoſite to Grace, and repugnantand contradiQory to:Na- 
ture Beſides,this his In(}full & ly proceeding from himſelfe,looks twowayes, and bath 
a double refleion,firſt on Perinithe wite.then on Caſtelnovo her husband,and his owne 
ſonne,whoghe-isafhured will be all fire hereat 3 yea, this crime of hisis of ſo high and ſo 
beaſtly a nature,as hee knowes not what to ſayto him, or how tolooke him in the face, 
when he ſhallarrive from Malta, which his gutlty.conſciencetels him will bee ſhortly ; 
neither doth the Calculation or Arithmeticke of his feare deceive him:for by this trme 
is Saba againe arrived at Malta, where he deliver Caſtelnove his wifes ſecond Letter; the 
which doth. ſo nettle and -ſting his heart tothe quicke, : at the bittet:and une 
newes it relates, as he eſteemes himſ{c}fe no longer;:bjmſelte, becauſe hee is not with his 
deare wife,who is the one halfe,yea the greateſt part of himſelfe. Wherefore,admiring 
whoin Nice, yea; in his fathers houſe ſhould-bee fo impudently laſcivious, to ſeeketo 
blemiſh his honour, in that of his Ladies, hee making her ſighes and teares his, with all 
cxpaonion and haſte providesfor his departure from Mat; and yet his love, his feare, 
or both conducing and concurring in one , makes him inſtantly reſolve to diſpatch 
and returne $ab44.as the/harbinger to proclaime his comming : the which he doth, and 

chargeth'him with this Letter to his faire wife,and deare Lady Perina : 


ol 
CASTELNOVO to PERTNA. 


Tz ſudden departure from Nice to Saint Tohn de Mauriene doth equally affliff &- amaze 
me: I burne with deſtre, to know as well the Author, as the Cauſe thereof, that I may like- 
wiſe know how to right thee.in revenging my ſelfe of him. I have thought it fit to returne Seig- 
njor Sabia ageine to thee, as ſdone as be arrived to me,being ready within two dayes to imbark as 
timely as himfelfe > ſo that if winde and Sea hate me not too much,in more loving andfavouring 
him, I am confident to bring and deliver thee my ſelfe;as ſoone as he ſhall thee this my Letter:and 
judge whether Iſpeake it from thy heart and ſoule;ſith the eſtimation of thy love, and the preſer= 
vation of thine honour make we already deeme minutes moneths, and bouresyeares, till my pre- 
ſence be made happy with thine-I come, faire Perinayj/iveat wife and deere Lady, Icome 5 and if 
Heaven prove propitions to my moſt religious prayers and deſirerhereon earth, our meeting ſhall 
be y ſweet and happy as our parting was bitter andſorrowfull. 


.., 


CASTELNOVO, 


"- Sdaccording to this hisLetter, "as firſt $ab;a imbarkes from Maltato Nice, before 
him,ſfo belikewiſc arrives at Genonathe day after he did at Nicezfrom whence poaſting 
ore the Mountaines, hee arrivesat Saint Tobu de Maxriene, where, athis fatherin law 
Arconetoes houſc,he findes his deare and fweert Lady Perina, who every minute of time, 
with much impatient longing and defire, expetted his arrivall (as having the night be- 


fors 


_——e_—— 


- 
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fore received his ſecond andhft Letter by $abia,which advertiſed her thereof Yo like 
true and faithfull Turtle Doves, eſteeming each others preſence their moſt. ſoveraigne 
felicitie, they fall to their billing and kiſſes, to informe them(elves how ſweet this their 
happy meeting was each t6other. '' And here ourKnight Caſte/novo cannot bee ſo cu» 
r!0us Or haſty to inquire, as his Lady Peyina was to relate the cauſe of her ſudden de- 
parture from Nye to Saint John de Mawriene,occaſioned by the unnaturall luſt and laſci- 
viouſnefle of his Father (as wee have:formerly underſtood) the which , with many 
{ighesand teares, ſhee depaints forth to-him in all itscircumſtances and colours. He ig 
amazed at this ſtrange and unexpected newes,and far the more to thinke that hisowne 
father ſhould(inthe winter of his age)attempt or ſeeke to defile his honour and bed, in 
the perſon of this his faire and chaſt Lady Periza:hee wondereth to fee ſo little grace 
in ſo many yeares, and thatif Nature had not, yet Religion ſhould have had power 
to baniſh theſe-laſcivious rhoughts from his heart and memory : ſo with out-fpred 
armes he tenderly.imbraceth and kiſleth her, highly extolling her chaſtity,and applau- 
ding the diſcreet carriage of hereſcape : being himſelfe reſolute to ſtay in Saint Tohre 
de Mauriene with her father Arconeto, and not to returne to.Nice to his owne father Ca- 
ftelnovo. But hee ſhall as ſoone infringe as make this his reſolution ; for by this time 
his father underſtanding of his Sonnes returne from Malta, to Saint Tohn de Mayriene, 
and knowing that his Lady g-_ had not fail 'd tobewray him his laſcivious ſuitand 
deſire,attempted againſt her fbnour,as alfo grieving at the remembrance of his former 
folly and future ſhame,in knowing what a fouleſcardall both it and his ſonnes abſence 
would-procure and ingender him,he reſolves to confeſle his crime, and ſo by the medi- 
ationof a per{wafive and fatisfying Letter, to indeavour to reclaime them againe from 
| Saint Tohn de Maxriene to Nice : when calling for pen and paper, heewrites theſe few 
inſuing lines,and ſends them his Sonne bya Gentleman of his : , 


CASTELNOVO to his Sonne CASTELNOVO. 


J” 4 glad of thy arrivall from Malta , as ſorrowfull for thy abſence from Nice : and ſth 
to deny is to redouble our errours and imperfe@tons,T will not go further then my ſelfe to finde 
the cauſe thereof, ſith I know that my laſcivieus and graceleſſe attempt againſt the honour of thy 
chaſt Lady , hath drawne thee to this reſolution : but now Iwrite it to my future comfort, 4s 
much as Tconceived it to my former ſhame , that Grace hath vanquiſhed Nature , and Reli- 
gion luſt in mee : ſo.45 I am at preſent not onely ſorrowfull, but repentant for that crime of mine 
which I no more remember but with horrour, nor thinke of, but with deteſtation. My ſoule hath- 
made my peace with God, and my heart deſires to recontrat it both with thy ſelfe and her 5 and. 
as Thope hee will forget it; ſo I beſeech you both to forgive it mee, being jready to confirme this 
my reconciliation as well with my tongue as pen. Wherefore ſith thou art the ſole prop of mry age 
and comfort of mylife, make mee not ſo unfortunate or miſerable, to be tax d with the ſcandal 
of my ſhame, and thy abſence; but bring backe thy Lady with thee © for here I profeſſe before Hear, 
ven and Earth, that Iwill henceforth as much honour her for her chaſtity,as heretafore I laſciut- 
ouſly ſought to betray and violate it. | 
| CASTELNOV 0: 


This vertuous and religious Letter of the Father prevailes with the Sonne ,, and his 
faire and chaſt Lady 3 foas their ſecrecies and diſcretions huſh up this bufineſle in ſi- 
lence, and within eightdayes they both returne from Saint John de Mavriene to Nice: 
where they are courteouſly welcomed , and ref; potively received and entertayned of 
their father , whoſe contrition for his former folly is outwardly fo great ,, as hee hath 
- \. teares in hiseyes at the' remembrance thereof ; jd as making good the'/promiſe ofhis 

Letter, he very penitently and ſorrowfully'implores heir pardon and remiſhonzwhich 

they inſtantly grant him with as much willingneſſe asalactity. ,-So; the: report and. 
thought heveprin, obſcuredand rghlbevoyy ifithadneyer beenzand all things and pars 
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_ ties foreconciled,, asto common ſenſe nothing inthe world is capable to trouble the 
tranquillity ofthis reconciliation and-atonement. But alasalas,we ſhall very briefly ſee 
the contrary : For old Caſtelnovo the Father,notwithſtanding all theſe religious promi- 
ſes and ſincere ſhewesof repentance and teares,is ſo far from being the man he ſeemes 
to bee, asalthough he have made his peace with his Sonne and Daughter, yet, ay mee, 
Earite it with griete, hee hath not with his conſcience, nor his conſcience with: God : 
for although he have a chaſt and _— tongue, yet he ſtill retaineth a laſcivious and 
adulterate heart z yea, hee is ſo farre converſion and reformation,as the new ſight 
and review of the Lady Perina's freſli and delicate beauty doth revive thoſe fparkes, 
and refreſh thoſe flames of his luſt, which ſeemed to bee raked up in theembers of her 
abſence. And whar'iis this, but to bee a Chriſtian in ſhew, and a miſcreant in effet?to 
hide a foule ſoule under a faire face?and to make Religion and Hypocriſie, a fatall and 
miſerable cloke for his villany ? But though he difſemble with God, yet we ſhall ſee, 
and hee finde, that God will not diflemble with him 3 and in thinkingto betray God, 
Satanin the end will betray him. The manner is thus : 

As hee reſumes his old fuit, and newly burnes in love and luſtfull defire, to ere the 
T rophees of his laſcivious and inceſtuous pleaſures upon the ruines of his Daughter in 
Jawes chaſtity and honour 3 ſo hee hkewile ſees it impoſſible to thinke to performe, or 
hopeto accompliſh it, as long as his fonne her huſband lives:and therefore, loſing his 
Judgment either in the Labyrinth at her beauty,or 1n the turbulent Ocean of his owne 
concupiſcence and luſt, he,contrary-to'the rules of Grace, and the lawes and principles 
of nature, {waps a bargaine with the)1vell to poyſon him.To which end,to ſhew him- 
ſelfe the monliter ofmen, and the blbudieſt preſident of a moſt degenerate Father, 
which this, or many precedent ages ever produced or afforded, he hath againe recourſe 
to his Helliſh Agent 7eraztha, in favour.ct five hundred Ducats, to ſend the Sonne into 
Heaven after the Mother, and to make him equall with her, as in nature, ſoin (the dif- 
ſolution thereof) death: : A bloudy defigne, and mournfullt project, which wee ſhall 
preſently be inforced to ſee atted upon the Theater of this Hiſtory. 

But Jeranthais at firſt{o repentant for the death of the mother,as ſhe will not conſent 
to that of the Sonne. And had ſhe continued in this religious reſolution, ſhee had lived 
more fortunately, and not died ſo miferably and ſhametully, as wee ſhall briefely ſee. 
For our old Lecher Caftelnovo, her Maſter, ſeeing his Gold could not this ſecond time 
prevaile with zerartha, being equally inflamed as well with luſt to Perina, as with ma- 
lice and revenge to bis Sonne Caſtelrovo her huſband, he is ſo implacable therein, as he 
promiſeth to marry her, if ſhee will attempt and performeit. Soalthough his firſt bat- 
tery fayled, yet his ſeconddoth not : For the Devill had made herſo. ambitious of 

tneſſe and honour, that ofa ſimple wayting Gentlewoman to become a great Lady, 

conſents hereunto 53: and, which is a thouſand pitties toreport, within leſle then 
fixe dayes performes it 5 'when (God knowes) the innocencie of this harmeleſſeyoung 
Gentleman his ſonne never dreamtor ſuſpected it. 

- At the ſighrof this his ſudden death, his LadyPerizais ready to dye for griefez yea 
todrowne her ſelfe in the 0cea and deluge of her teares;tearing her haire,and ſtriving 
to deface the excellencie ofher beauty, with a kinde of carelefle negleR, as ifſhe were 
reſolute not to ſurvive him. Andifthe Lady Perinabewrayed many deplorable de- 
monſtrationsof ſorrow for the death ofher huſband,no lefle doth his father Caſtelnovo 
forthat of his ſonne 3 onely their -griefes (conformable totheir paſſions) are diame- 


trically different and oppotite : for hers werefervent and true , as proceeding from 
the finceritie of her 3 and his hypocriticall and faigned, as derived from the 


profundityof his malice and revenge towards him-And not totranſgrefſe from the:De- 
corum and tratl-of our Hiſtory,old Caſtelnove could not fo —_ beare and over- ' 
vaile his ſorrowes' for his Sonnesdeath,.-but (the premiſes ) our young 
 aMifivd widdowand Ladyyehemently ſuſpetiocbbes ligthra hand therein 5 and like- 


wiſe partly beleeves that ſerawtheis likewiſe acceflary and ingaged therein, incoſped 
7 "i _ 5 


Ay os ; | | ; ' \ 
, . + » | _ OR; b ” EET ads. "_- \ ? 
>» EE” We 0 « % 2 For og hrs OY SO oe SEO b | - N : PF any 6K. | 


Hiſt.X. ( aftelnovo and Derins. 


ſhe lookes more aloft, and is growne more tamiliar with her Lord and Maſter thatbe” 
fore. And indeed as her ſorrowes increaſe herjealouſie, fo her jealoufie throwes her 
into a paſſionate and violent reſolution of — both again(t him and her; if ſhee 
can bee futurely aſſured that they had mu 2 and poyfoned the Knight het huſ- 
band. 5M 

Now to be aſſured hereof, ſhe thus reaſoneth with ker felfe ; that if her Father ih 
Law were the Murtherer of his Sonne her Husband, his malice and hatred to him pro- 
ceeded from his beaſtly luſt to her felfe; and that hee nowdiſpatched, hee would a- 
gaine ſhortly revive and renew his old laſcivious ſuit to her : which if he did;ſhe vowes 
totake a ſharpand cruell Revenge of him, which ſhee wilt limit with no lefſe than his 
death. Andindeed wee ſhall not goe farre to ſeethe event and truth anſwer her ſuſpi- 
tion- For within a moneth or two after her husband was laid in hisuntimely grave, his 
old laſtfull and laſcivious Father doth againe burſt and vomit forth his beafl ſollici- 
tations againſt her chaſtitie and honour-: which obſerving, ſhee ſomewhat difdaine- 
fully _ coyly puts him off, but yet not ſo paſſionately nor chollerickely as before; 
onely of purpoſe to make him the more eager in his purſuit, thereby the better to draw 
him to herlure, that ſhee might perpetrate her malice, and a her Revenge on him, 
and ſo make his death the object of her rage and indignation, as his luſt and malice 
werethe cauſe of the ſorrowes of her life. But unfortunate and miſerable Lady, what 
a bloudy and helliſh enterprize doeſt thou ingage thy ſelfein, and why hath thy af- 
feqtion {o blinded thy conſcience and ſoule, tomake thy ſelfe the Authour and A- 
Rour of ſomournefull and bloudy a Tragedy? For alas, alas, ſweet Perina, I know 
not whether more to commend thy affection tothy Husband,, or condemne thy cruell 
malice intended to his Father. For, O griefe! O pitie | where are thy Vertues, 
where is thy Religion, where thy conſcience, thy foule, thy' God, thus to give thy 
ſelfe over to the helliſh tentations of Satan ? Thou which heretofore fled'ſt from 
adulterie, wilt thou now follow murther ? or becauſe thy heart would not bee acceſ- 
farie to that, ſhall thy ſoule bee now ſoirreligious and impious, to be guiltie of this ? 
But as her Father in Law is reſolute in his luſt towards her, ſo is ſhee likewiſe in her 
revenge towards him, andfarre the more, in thatſhee perceives Jeratha's great belly 
ſufficiently proclaimes that ſhee hath plaid the-Strumpet ; and which is worſe, ſhee 
feares, with her execrable and wretched Father in Law : ſo as now no longer able 
to ſtop the furious and impetuous current of her revenge, ſhee is ſo graceleſſe and 
bloudy , as ſee vowes firſt to diſpatch the Lord and Maſter, then the Wayting- 
Gentlewoman, | as her thoughts and ſoule ſuggeſt her they had done firſt the Mo- 
ther, then the Sonne : ſo impious are her thoughts, ſo inhumane and bBudy her te- 
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_ "ſoftly enters his chamber,but not in hernight, buther day attire, having's Pj/a Ponyard 
pre ſleeve; when havi bleed the Chamber doore, becauſe none ſhould di- 
vert her from this her blovdy deligne ſhee approxching his bed, and hee lifting him- 
ſelfe upp ly to welcome and kifle her, thee (ceing his breſt openand naked; like 
an incenſed Furie, drawes out her Ponyard, and uttering theſe words : Thox wretched 
Whore-maſter and Murthetet., this life of: mine owne honour, and the death of my deart Knight 
and. hyrband, thy ſorine, And ſo ſtabbing him at the heart with many blowes ſhee kills 
him ſtarke dead, and leaves him recking in his hot bloud; without giving him time to 
ſpeake a words onely hee fetcht a and a groane or two, as his ſoule tooke her 
laſt farewell of his body; /'Which being over-heard of the ſervants of the houſe,” they 
aſcend his chamber, aridfinde our inhumane 7erina iſſuing foorth, all gored with the 
effuſion of his bloud, having the bloudy Ponyard; which was the farall Inſtrument of 
this cruell Murther in her hand. They are amazed at this bloudy and mournefull ſpe- 
ftacle : ſo they ſeize on her, and the report hereof flying thorow the Citie, the Crimi- 
nall Judges that night cauſe her to bee impriſoned for the fa&t, which ſhe 1s reſolved no 
way to ; but toacknowledge, asrather g] orying than grieving thereat. | 

Jerantha, at the verie firſt underſtanding hereof, vehemently ſuſpetts that hertwo 
poyſoning Murthers will now come to light; and ſo, as'great as her belly is, ſhee, to 
provide for her {afetie, verie ſecretly ſtealesaway to a deare friends houſe of hers in'the 

Citie, which now from all parts rattleth and reloundeth of this cruell and unnaturall 
Murther 3 yea, it likewiſe paſleth the Alpes, and is ſpeedily braited and knowne in Saint 
Tohn de Mauriene,where although horfather Arcoreto would never heretofore atfeCther; 

et he now exceedingly grieves at' this her bloudy attempt and imminent danger + bit 
= irregular afteCtion, and inhumane.revenge, will not as yet permit her conſ{cienteto 
informe and ſhew her the hainouſheſle of hencruell and bloudy fat, But God: wilt be 

more mercifull to her and/her ſoule.. ” | ) wo 2 
-; Some twodayes aftex.ſhee is arraigned forthe ſame, where ſhee freely confeſfeth its 
having nothing toalledge for. her excuſe, bur that ſhee perfeAly knew, that her Pather 
in Law Coſtelnovo and his Strumpet Ferantha had at leaſtpoyſoned the Knight hertuf- 
band, if not likewiſe the Lady Fidehahis mother 3 the which although'they had ſore 
reaſonand ground to ſuſpett, becauſe of Teratha's ſudden flight, yer (ith this conld'no 
or extenuate her Muxther of her Father in Law, they ocohdemiie our un- 


to the Senate of Chambery (which is the Soveraigne and Capitall of $8avoy) whitherwe 
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, as ſhdemo way feares the'ditaget of the Law, 
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very imageand anatomy of death, ſhee begins tolooke from (inne to repentanice,from | 


Earth to Heaven,and from Satan to Godzand ſo taking on and alluming a Chriſtian re- 
ſolution,ſhe will clot charge her ſoule with the concealing ofthis ſingle Adultery, much 
lefſe of her double Murthers ; but very penitentlyconfeſleth all, as well it, as them; and 
ſo commits her ſelfe tothe unparaleld & mercilelle merciesof her painesand torments, 
hoping they will ſpeedily ſend her from this world toa better.But her adultery & mur- 


* thers are ſuch odious and execrable crimes in Gods ſight, as he will free her from theſe 


dangers of child-birth, and becauſe worthy, will reſerve her for a ſhamefull and infa- 
mouys death. So ſhe is ſafely delivered of a young ſon, who is more faire then happy, as 
being the off-ſpring of laſcivious parents, and the iflue of an adulterous bed ; and by 
Gods providence and her owne confeſſion, ſhe,for theſe her beaſtly and bloudy crimes 
is the ſecond day committed to priſon, and the third hang'd and burnt in Nice, and her 
alhes thruwne into the aire. A juſt reward and puniſhment for ſo helliſh and inhumane 
a Gentlewoman 3 who though otherwiſe ſhee ſhewed many teſtimonies and ſignes of 
Repentanceat her end, yet her crimes were ſo foule and odious to the World, asat her 
death ſhe was ſo miſerable, as ſhe found not one ſpectatour, either to weepe for her,or 
to lament, or condole with her. | 

And now to ſhut up this Hiſtory , let us carry our curioſities and expeCtations from 
Nice to Chambery, and from dead erantha to our living Periza, where that grave and il- 
luſtrious Senate, in conſideration of her famous chaſtity, and ſingular atteftion to the 
—_ huſband , as alſo her noble parentage and tenderyeares, they moderate 
the Sentence of Nice, for murthering her Father in law Caſtehzove, and fo inſtead of 
hanging, adjudge her there to have her right hand cut off, and her ſelfe to perpetuall 
impriſonment in Nicez where Gods ſacred Juſtice for this her bloudy Murther, and 
the remembrance of hex dead husband, and living ſforrowes, ſo ſharply torment 
and afflict her, as ſhee lived not long in priſon , butexceedingly pined away ofa lan- 
pou conſumption : and ſo very ſorrowtfully and repentantly ended her dayes, 

ing exceedi: gly lamented of her kinsfolkes, and pittyed of all her acquaintance 3 
and , had not her affeCtion beene blinded, and her rage and Revenge too much tri- 
umphed ore her thoughts and reſolutions, ſhee had lived as happy, as ſhee died mi- 
ſerablez and have ſerued foras great a grace and Ornament to = Country, as lerarn- 
tha and old Caſtilnovs her father in law were a ſcandall and ſhame. 

Thus we ſee how Gods revenging juſtice ſtill maetes with Murther. O that we may 
read this Hiſtory with feare,and profit wn wp in reformation, that dying to finne, and 
living to righteouſneſle, wee may peaceably dye in this World, and gloriouſly live and 
raigne in that to come, 
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REVENGE AGAINSI THE 
CryingandExecrablefſinneof Murther. 


. HiSTORIE X. 


Bertolini ſc ches Paatins) in marriage, but ſhe loves Sturio, andngt himfſelfe:he prayes her Bro- 
ther Brellati, Bis deare friend, to ſollicite her for hins, which be doth,but cannot prevaile 3 
whereupon Bertolini lets fall ſame di ;ſeracefull Lſpeechergoth againſt cinſt her honevr au his repw- 
tation:for whichBrellati xn, theField of him,whereBertolini kils hine,&5+ he flies for 
the ſame. Sturio feeke! to marry ber but his f; ſether will not conſent therennto,and ſo conveyes 
hint away ſecretly: for which two dj fofterr;Faul ina dyes for ſorrow.Sturio findes owt Berto- 
lini,and ſends bw a Challenge. and having him at bis mercy, gives him his life at his requeſt 
he afterwards very treacherouſly kils Stur10 with a Petronell in the Street from a Window : 
hs is taken for this ſecond Mnrther,his two band; " rl "rr ard his body throwne 


into the River. . 


>.2, Lbeit that .Valour be requiſit ite ina a Gentleman, ( and one ofhis moſt 
CN | ellentiall yertues and proper ornaments) yet fith Charity is the true 
\ NAM.  marke and charatter of a Chriſtiang we ſhonld notrafhly reſolveto 
2. bazard:the lolle of gay lives for the preſervation of the meere title, 
and vaine point of our horigur, butxather religiouſly endeavourto 
ſave our ſoules1n thagof our owne lives, as alfo of : thoſe of our 
-., Chriſtian brethren Hou in duels.and ſingle combaty,(which though 
MEA .:the.heate of youth andirevengeſeeme toaBow,yet, reaſon will nor, 
and' Rely 00 po cure did. weonly hazard\our bodies, anil-ndt bur ſoules,then our war- 
rant gh wereo > Were in earth as juſt, as pow the hazarding of our foules and bodies is0- 
diousan to;heaven,fithin lepking to deface man _ creature,we —_— 
_ to dps and ſabbe at the Majeſty o 


docks gy one impietyis it,for a þ march gr 
kewl " Kh doe whom. he hath formerly received hislife ? yea 
as Gra {Vn this former ſort of hr feibotk Grace and Nature impugne 
and ets Reagan! ſortof Munber : A wofull ani'mournefullpreſident lens I 


here preſent in. the perſon of a baſe and wretched Gentleman, whwſe irregular affetion 
to a Lady, firſt ne her-bratherins the fiet4 3 and execrhble reyenge to her lover, next 
Ge him tgembergally to Murther him mthe ſireer 5 I ores 
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condigne puniſhment, and ſhameful death for the ſame. May all ſuch bloudy Mur- 
therers (till meet with ſuch ends and may his miſerable and infamous death premoniſh 
all other Gentlemnen, | to live and become morecharitable, and lefle' bloudy by his 
example. | ; 


| Si He friendſhip and familiaritie betwixt Sejenior Tohn Battiſta Bertolini, and Seignior 


Leonardo Brel ati, two noble young Gentlemen, native and refident of the Citic of 
Rome, was (without intermifſion) ſointire and intimate, for the ſpace of fixe whole 
yeares, which led them from their yeares of fourteene to twenty , asit ſeemed they 
had: but one heart imtwoabodies, and that it was impoſlible for cither of them to bee 
truely merry; if the other were abſent : and ſurely, many were the reaſons which laid 
the foundation of this friendſhip 3 for as they were equallin yeares, ſotheir ſtatures 
and complexions reſembled,and their humors and inclinations fimpathized : likewiſe 
they were anciant ſchoolefellows, and neere neighbours: for their parents both dwelt 
betwixt the Palaces of the too Cardinals, Ferneſt and Caponiys : of if there were any dif- 
parity in theigdignittesand: worths, it conſiſted onely in this, Bertolini's parents were 
richer then Bre//ati's, but Bre{{ati was more Nobly diſcended then Bertolini : which 
notwithſtandjagg could: no way impeach or hinder the progrefle of their friendſhip, 
but rather it flouriſhed with the time : ſoasthey increaſing in yeares, they likewiſe 
did in affection, asit they were ambitious of nothing ſo much in this world , asnot 
onely toimitate, butto ſurpaſlethe friendſhip of oreſtes and P3lades , and of Damon 
and Pithias : whereof, all who knew them and their parents; yea,all that partand di- 
viſion of Rexee; 'tooke deepe and ſingular notice : butto ſhew that they were men,and 


not Angels z-and'conſequently ſubje to frailty not inherent to,perfeQtion, thatearth 
-was not heaven, 'nor Rot the ſhaddow thereof 3 have wee but a little patience, wee 
thall ſhortly ſee, the thred bf this friendſhip cut off, the props and fortifications there- 


of razed, battered and laid levell with the ground: yea, we ſhall ſee time, change with 
rice; friendſhip tarned'trit@enmitie, fellowes to foes, love to loathing,courtiſie to cru- 
<ltie;andimna word, life to death:as obſerve the ſequell ofthis Hiſtory,and it will brief- 
4ymformeyeo how. oo OO NS | 9 edy2 71 Bb 
-1Bertolini ſees that Bre/ati hath a faite and delicare ſiſter, named Dona Paulina, ſorne- 
what younger then himſelfe, and yet not ſo young, but that the clocke of her age hath 
ſtrucken eighteene ; and therefore proclaimed her atleaſt capeable, ifnot defirous of 
"9-67 and althou beea novice inthe Art of loye, yet Nature hath madehim 
ſo:gooda Scholler in the principtes and rudiments thereof; as hee ſees her faire , and 
therefore nhiiftlove her ;; rich mthe'excellencie and delicacie of beautic , and there- 
fore is reſolute tb-love her, and onely her; for pazing onthe mfluence and ſplendour 
af: her piercing eyes, |hoe cannot beholdthein without wonder, and.then prying and 
conterpplating on theroſcatand lillie tinQure of her cliceks, he ca theſe with- 
outadmiration, 'norTefraine from admitritigthem without affeion * bur againe, re- 
marking/the ſlenderneſſeof her body,and the Fyretnefſe of her _—_— ecing her 
as gracious asfaire, 'and that'her inward perfeQtions added as muchliſtre to herexte- 
our beautie, asthisrefliged ornamentand decorationtov theſe, hee, as young as hee 
was, voweshunſelfe her ſervant, ahd withall fryore; thateither ſhee,or bis grave, muſt 
be;his wifeand Miſtrefle. 1 -: | SOKUET TY , ; : | $464 w 
-  - Bertolinithus ſurprized and netled with the beautie of hisdearely ſweet, and ſweet- 
faire , Duxtinz ;\hee ivinforceUto negleft a great' partof his' accompanying the bro- 
ther ,. theteby tocourt'the ſiſter 2 ſo hee many times purpoſely forſakes Breba73 ro fol- 
low Pawns; arid delights innothing ſo as in wed runes arid (in that reared 
jn his abſence, not thatie was poſſible, in his oonceitand 119: ,for bim any wa 
to hate him, mlovingher-z rather, wee oe tearmes hemiult love Brellat; for 


. Penlingo fake; particular; onely affether for hisownE&” "And as bis wealth 
Td tee ade MdearheN ſhoils odtzine her for his wike* fo hee in faire, 


Amorous 
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amorous, and honourable tearmes, as \well by his awne {ollicitatians, letters, promi- 
ſes, and preſents, as by thole;of his paxeaty hero marriage: yea, and when 
theſe could not ſuffice, hee, toſhew himſelfea5 true:as fervent a Lover, addes ſighs, 
teares, prayers, and oathes. But all theſe Solliviteaurs;ſerve onely; to betray and deceive 
his hopes: for if Bertohni were extreamely delirous to marrie Pawlina, ſhe is alſo reſo- 
lute not to match him ; which.diſcords jn aftetjon, ſeldome or never make any true 
harmony in-mindes, 6 2:10) 118 ex) 

His wealth deceiving him, hee hath recourſe tojiber onely brother, and his beſt and 
dearcſt friend Bref{ati, to whom hee relates the profunditie and fervencie of his affe&ti- 
on to his ſiſter Pawn, acquaints him with his fuite , and: her denyall;'bis attempt, 
and her repulſe therein 3 and by the power atd bonds of all their former friendſhip 
and familiaritie, intreats and conjures him to become his Oratour and Advocate to- 
wards her, i hisbehalte; whoſe ſmiles, hee alledgeth, are his life, and frownes, his 
death. Brellati having his generoſitie and judgement: blinded-with the reſpe& of Berto- 
lini his wealth, as alſo of the affection hee bore him 5 all other conſiderations laid a- 

art, likea better friend to him, thana brother to his ſiſter Paulina, promiſeth him his 
ſt furtherance and aſhiſtance in the progelle of this his afte&ion: and fo with his trueſt 
Oratorie, beſt Elequence, and ſweeteſt Perſwaſton, begins to deale effeQually with 
her herein. But as our hopes are ſubject and imeident todeceive us, fo Bertolrzi and 
Brellatj come farre too ſhort of theirs: for Paylizain abſolute. and downe-right termes, 
prayes her brother to informe and reſolve Bertolini;that ſhe hath otherwayes (etled and 
ingaged her affection : and therefore prayes him to ſeeke another Miſtrefle, ſith ſhee 
hath found another Lover and Servant,with whom ſhe meansto live and die. Her bro- 
ther (for his friends ſake) is extremely {orrowfullhereat, and prayes his ſiſter to name 
him her ſervant : ſhee bindes him by oath to ſecrefie. So hee ſwearing, thee informes 
hun it is Seignior Pauls Starjo, a verie ancient Noble-man of the Citie. Hee tels her, 
hee is a Gentleman more noble than rich : and ſhee rephes,. that Bertoljztis more rich 
than noble; and thexefore ſhee will refuſe him; ant} marrie $1#r:0. Hee is obſtinate in 
his requeſts, asſhee reſolute in her denyall. So having performed the part of a friend 
for his friend, and commending the nobilitie/and vestues of $urio, asmuch as hee pi- 
tied the weaknefle of his eſtate and wealth, hee.leaves his fiſter to her aftetion and des 
fignes : and fo with an unwilling willingneſle (without anyextenuation) delivers his 
friend Bertolinj hex definitive an{wer 3. yet performes his promiſe to his {ifter, in.con- 
cealing Stwrio his name. ; | th « 

Bertolini is all in fire and choller at this newes; and begins nolonger talooke on his 
friend Brel/ati with the eyes of affe&ion; but of contempt and indignation: and fo 
conſulting with hus paſſion, not with his judgement; with rage,and not with reaſon; 45 
wamoderate anger {eldome lookes right, commonly ſquint-eyedz heew'the hear of 
bis wrath, and height of his xevenge, veriemuch negle&sand fights him; yea and moſt 
uncivilly and abyuptly departs from him, as if bxe-wereno 16nger worthy of the bare 
complement of farewell. W hich Bre/ati well obſerves, and OT» - remembers. 
andin- ing, grievesat, :lith Zerfolinz was his moſt intimate anddearett friend 3 
_ andin. whoſe hehalfe, 43d oocaſionpreſent, hee was ready, thot onely to:ſacrifice his 
beſt ſervice,but his beſt life-Lo-bere the firſtbreachand violation, whict Bertolini gives 
oh Frieng hip out the ſecand: is-not farre: kzbmde ::Forin the:next company 

eemects, which, was ſomeitivo.dayeaafter, walking in Cardinall Farnef his Galleries, 

in preſence of ſome foure or five other Gentlemen, both of his and of Bre[atz's acquain- 

tance, hee forgot himſelfte d@ mnoh; as ſome demanding for his Conſort Brelatz, hee 

chollerickly replyed,that he was a baſeand b tly Gentleman; and theretore hence- 
bins rampys.) Rutalehoughake Gredf'his chollepiiad foctifhly banded forth #þ 

aceches.in dhenit;\yetthoy, fell notto the grougds »but ſorad of the vhrpanp oat 
pre 
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ſent, that verie night report them to Bre{/ati. It is impoſſible for m torelate 
i" paſſionately and tenderly hee takes it * yea his aMi&ton and cricfe bevel is farre 
the more redoubled, in that (contrarie to his deſires and' wiſhes) hee is aſſured his ſiſter 
Pawlina is likewiſe acquainted with the vanitie & injuſtice of theſe ſpeeches: the conceit 
and remembrance whereof make her inraged and ſorrowfull eyes powre forth many ri- 
voletsand rivers of teares, upon the Roſes and Lillies of her beautie. But as ſhee is too 
impatient to relliſh this ſcandalous affront and diſparagement : fo her brother Bre//ati 
istoo generous and noble to digeſt itz whereof burning to know the truth, arid reſol- 
ving, if he found it true, MR revenge it on Bertolin;, he paſſeth away the night in 
reſtleſſe and diſtrafted ſumbers : And ſo the verie next morne taking his Sword and 
Lackey with him, he goes to Berto/ini his Fathers houſe, and meeting firſt with him,de- 
mands of him for his Sonne Seignior Tobn Battiſta Bertolini. His Father informes him, 
he is inthe Garden verie ſolitarily walking, and prayes Bre/ati togoe to him; who nee- 
ding not many requeſts, entreth, and with his hat in his hand approacheth him. Berto- 
lini doth the like, and meets him halte way : when he veing pale for anger, and Berto- 
lini bluſhing for ſhame, hee prayes him to exempt the Garden of his Servants, becauſe 
hee hath ſomething to reveale and impart him in ſecret, which needeth no witneſles : 
when Bertolizji commanding his Servants to depart, Bre//ati chargeth him with theſe dif 

acefu!l ſpeeches, vomited forth two dayes fince, againſt dokencues as alſothat of 

is onely deare ſiſter Paulina, 1n Cardinal Farneſy his Palace, in preſence of Seignior Aleſ 
ſandro Fontani, Seignior Khanutio Pluvinio, and Seignior Antonio Voltomari (which words 
we have formerly underſtood.) 

Bertolini is no way di{ma ed or daunted hereat, either in courage or complexion : 
and ſo lofing his honour in h1s1niſcretion, or rather uyiog his diſcretion in his diſ- 
honour 3 hee with fire i his lookes, and thunder in his ſpeeches, tells Bre//ati that hee 
confeſleth theſe ſpeeches his 3 adding withall, that what his tongne hath affirmed, his 
ſword ſhall bee ready to make good and juſtifie 3 whereon they cover : When Brel/ats 
demanding of himit this were hisaſt re{olution, hetold him yea.' Then (quoth hee) 
I pray expett mine ſhortly : and ſo without giving each other the good morrow, they 


part; Bre/ati (till es in his Fathers Garden. His Siſter Pawlina having no- 
tice of her Brothers ſpeaking with Bertolix;, verie curiouſly and carefully awaits his re- 
turne 3 whenruſhing into his Chamber, ſhee, with teares, and lighes, demands him 
of the iſſue of his conference with Bertolinj, and whether hee were ſo impudent tode- 
liver theſe diſhonourable and baſe ſpeeches both of her ſelfe and him. But her brother, 
like a true noble Rowan, is to0 generows and brave to acquaint her with his defi 
and reſolution : and ſoin Il tearmes prayes her, not to affli her ſclfe at theſe 
and that this difterence will bee verie eg decided and ended, to her ho- 
nour, and his owne content. ' Brother "ard ſhee) if you will not right mine honour, 
and vindicate the unſpotted puritie of my reputation, Iam ſure that my true Lover 
Seigzior Paulus Sturis will, though with the hazard and lofle of his owne life, had hee 
but the leaſt notice thexeof. Hee ſhall not need, Siſter, quoth hee : for a day or two 
will reconcile and finiſh this bufineſſe : and fo for that time heleaves his Siſter Paxlina, 
and ſhuts himſelfe upin his chamber where, not long able to containe himſelfe againſt 
the inſolencie and balenefle of Zertelinz, he cals for penand paper, and more reſpecting 
his honour then his life; rites him this challenge ; the which immediately after dinner 
heſends him, by Seigzior Valerio, a confident Gentleman his follower. | 


BRELLATI to BERTOLINI: 
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#x purpoſely reſerved to corre and chaſtiſe thy tongue, as thou art a Romane, and aGentle- 
min, meet mee ſingle to morrow at five in the morne, without Port Populi, in the next field 
behinde Cardinall Borromeo's Palace 3 and there F will give thee the choyce of two good 
Rapiers and Ponyards, and gladly accept of the refuſall, to draw reaſon of thee for thoſe wrongs 
rherewith thou haſt injurjouſly and maliciouſly traduced us : and to write thee the truth, as I 
deſrre,ſo T can receive no other ſatis fation:but this wherennto thy malice invites,and my honor 
obligeth mee. 


BRELLATI- 


Ualerio perfatmes his part well,and fairely working and ſcrewing himſelfe into Rer- 
tolini”s preſence, very (ecretly delivers him his Maſters challenge. Bertolini not igno- 
rant, but conjecturing whatit meanes, breakes off the Seales, and at the peruſall there- 
of , though hiscaule bee unjuſt and diſhonourable, yet in his countenance and ſpee- 
ches, hee ſhewesmuch conſtancie, fortitude, and reſolution 3 when conſidering they 
were to fight lingle, and that therefore Yalerio could bee no ſecond, hee deeming his 
Maſter.bad concealed this ſecret bulinefle from him, contents himſelfe to give Kim 
onely thisanſwer -: Tell your Maſter Sergnzor Bre/ati from mee, thatTI will not faile 
to meet him,aecording to his defire and appoyntment. And ſo Ualerio takes his leave, 
and departs: when finding out his Maſter, hee reports him Bertolini's anſwer : whereat 
hee is ſo farre from being any way appald or daunted as hee infinitely rejoyceth there- 
at. Inthe meanetime,hee 1s curious in preparing two ſingular wo Rapiers and Po- 
nyards of equall length, hilts, and temper. And thus with much impatient patience 
(as Revenge 1s an enemy to {Jeepe) they not out-{leepe, but out-watch the night. So 
the morne and day ſtealing and breaking into their windows,they are no ſooner out of 
their beds, but into the fieIdztherr Chirurgions awayting their arrivals by the Pyramides, 
1m the place of Port Popwli, by which of neceſiity they were to paſſe : when, tying up 
their horſes to the "tw like reſolute Gentlemen,they throw off their doublets,com- 
manding their Chirurgions not to ſtir from their ſtationszwhen,diſAaining words,they 
both draw.and fall ro deeds thus : _ 

Brel/ati preſenteth the firſt thruſt, and Bertolini gives him the firſt wound in his left 
ſhoulder 5 whereat hee is inflamed 3 and ſo returnes Bertolini the intereſt of a moſt 
dangerous one, on hisright {ide 3 butit touchrt neither his bowels nor quayfe. They 
try againe : ſo Bre/ati againe wounds Bertolinz in his left hand, when his Rapier run- 
ning thorow his ſinewes and Arteries, hee is no longer able to hold his Ponyard 3 but 
deſp ight his reſolution and courage, it fals out of his hand 3 which unlooke for diſaſter 
doth much perplexe and afflit him. But Bre/ati is too generous and noble,to blemiſh 
or taint his honour;by taking any advantage of this his adverſaries misfortune : and fo 
to cleere hisdoubtrs and ſcruples , very valiantly and bravely throwes away his owne 
Ponyard to the hedge, that they might beeas equall in weapons,as courage. But Ber- 
zolini will baſely requite this courteſie. They retire and take breaths and ſotraverſing 
their grounds, thereby totake the benefit of the Sunne, they againe joyne:at the fir{t 
cloſe of this ſecond meeting Bre/ati runnes Bertolini into the right flanke , when with- 
drawing hisRapier; and leaping backe to put himſelte upon his defenſive guard and 
poſture, his foot flipping, hee could not prevent falling to the ground 3 when Bertolini 
following him cloſe , and beingeager in his purſuit, and blood-thirſty in his revenge, 
hee forgetting Bre//ati's former courteſie, and working upon the fortune of his misfor- 
tune;right then and there nayled him tothe ground;and ſo redoubling his thruſt, acted 
a perpetuall divorce betwixt his body and ſoule : when Bre/at;'s Chirurgiao ſhedding 
teares on his dead Maſter, . and beginning to take order for his decent conveyance into 
the City, Bertolinitakes up his Chirurgian behinde him, and fo with all poſſible ſpeede 

and celerity(the better to avoyd the danger ofthe law)poaſts o're the fields,and comes 


into 
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into Mozrt Cavallo Gate , and ſo huſheth himſelfe up privately in a friends houſe of his 
neere his fathers. | | 

All Rome beginnes to eccho forth and reſound this Murther, and farre the more, be- 
cauſe Bertoliniand Brellati were ſodeare and intimate friends:but as good newes comes 
alwayes lame, and bad rides poaſt, ſo within one houre of Bre//ati's Murther, the newes 
thereof is brought firſtro his Father , then to his Siſter Paxlina 3 whereat hee grieves, 
and ſhee ſtormes, hee ſorroweth , and ſhee weepes and laments, and in a word, the 
Father would , but cannot, and the Daughter can, but will not bee comforted, at this 
ſad and mournefull Tragedy. Neither muſt wee forget, but remember Seignior Pau- 
lzs Sturio, who loving Pauliza a thouſand timesdearer then his owne life, is no ſooner 
acquainted, but afflicted -witH this newes of Bre/ati his death,as being his deare{friend, 
and which is more, the onely brother of his deareſt and onely Miſtretle Pauliza ; {o as 
Lovers and friends being beſtknowne and diſcerned in calamities and affliftions, hee 
repairesto her, condoles with her , and uſeth his chiefeſt art and zeale , not onely to 
participate , but wholly to deprive her of her forrowes 3 yea, to proove himſelte a 
conſtant friend and a faithfull lover toher , hee proffereth her, not onely his ſervice, 
but his life, as well to right her honour, as to revenge her brothers death on Bertolin; : 
but this affeftion and perſwaſion of Stwrio isnot capable to wipe off;or exhale his Lady 
Paulina's teares. 
But againe to Bertolini, who is ſo farre from contrition and repentance of this his 
bloudy fat, aslike a prophane miſcreant, and debauſht and diflolute Gentleman, hee 
triumphes and glories therein 3 yea, his impudencie is become ſo ignorant, and his ig- 
norance ſo ſottiſh , as hee beganne to enter intoa reſolution againe to court and ſeeke 
Paxlina for his wife > without reſpecting or regarding either the publike danger of the 
Law, or that of Paxlina's private revenge 3 for ſure her brothers death had throwne = 
her into ſuch violent. paſſions of griete , and extremities of ſorrow, as if his folly had 
made herſohappy , doubtlefle her revenge would have made him more miſerable : 
but God had taught her rage more reaſon, and her malice and cruelty not ſo much 
impiety 3 yea, it pleaſed his Divine Majeſty not ſo ſooneto call him toan accompr, 
ard puniſh him for this his bloudy fa&t 3 but reſerving him for a future ſhame and pu- 
niſhment, being afrighted with a tumultuous rumour and alarum of a generall ſearch 
to bee made thatnight for his apprehenſion, hee very ſubtilly, in a Capxchins habit, 
paſleth Saint John de Laterans Gate, and there having Poaſt-horſes laid for himhee ag 
{ſwift as the-winde gallops away for Naples, and imbarking himſelfe for Sicilie, pafleth 
the Pharre pf Meſſina, lands at that City, and ſo rides up for Palermo where hee thinkes 
himſelfe ſafe. | 

But having not made his peace with God, where ever he flie,God wil in due tine find 
him out, when he leaft dreames thereof. But although the puwer and influence of time 
bee ſo predominate todeface the aftions and accidents of time 5 yet Paulina can give 
no truce to her teares , nor will ſhee adminiſter any conſolation to her ſorrowes for 
her brothers death : And if ever, now itis that $txrio reſembling himſelfe, beginnes to 
make her ſorrowes his : for having deepely rooted and ſettled his afteftion on Paulina, 
and naturally ingraven her beauty and picture-in the very centre of his heart and 
thoughts, hee beginnes to make his private affeCtion to her publike, and ſo having al- 
ready wonne her heart from her ſelfe , hee now endeavoureth to winne her from her 
friends, andthento marry her. But old Seignior $turio his father,isno ſooner adver- 
tiſed of Brel/ati his death , of Bertolini's flight, and of his ſonnes affeftion and intent 
totake Parlinato wife, but difdaining hee ſhould match ſolow, and withall ſo poore, 
as alſo fearing that this might likewik ingage' his ſonne inſome quarrell betwixt him 
and Bertolini , hee reſolves privately to convey him away out of Rozre, in ſome retired 
or obſcure place, from'whence hee ſhould not returne, till his abſence had cooled and 
extetnigted! the heat of his affection to Pawlina. and of his malice and Revenge to Ber- 


tolini : 
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tolini : to which end, three weekes are ſcarce paſt,but taking his ſonne with him in his 
Coach, under colour to take the ayre in the fields of Rome, beyond Saint Paxls Church, 
hee having given the Coach-man his leflon, commands him to drive away, and having 
two Braves Or Ryffians with him, they diſpoſe or rather inforce the humour of his ſonne 
Sturio to patience, as deſpight himſelfe, they carry him to Naples, where a Brigantine 
being $6.49 prepared, hee ſhippeth over his ſonne forthe land of Capri. or Ca- 
prea (where long ſince , Sejazys his ambition cauſed Tiberizs to ſujourne , whiles hee 

layed the petty King, and domineered as Emperour at Rome in his abſence) and gives 
fi to the keeping and guard of Sejgnior Alphonſas Driſſz,Caprain of that and ;, with 
requeſt and charge not to permit him to returne, forthe maine, for the terme of one 
whole yeare, without his expreſle order to the contrary. 

It is for none butforL.overs to Judge , how tenderly Stwrio and his ſweet Lady 
Paxlina grieve at the newes of this their ſudden and unexpected ſeparation : yea, their 
ſighes and teares are ſo infimte for this their diſaſter, asallthe words of the world 
are not capable to expreſſe them. As for Paulinz , ſhee had ſo long and (o bitterly 
wept for her brothers death, as it was a meere cruelty of ſorrow, toinforce her to 
play any farther part in ſorrow, for the departure and captivitie of her Lover $turio : 

ut her afflictions falling in, each on thenecke of other (in imitation ofthe waves of 
the ſea, occaſioned by the breath and blaſt of Boreas) threaten her not onely with pre- 
ſent ſickneſle, but with approaching death.. Againe ſheunderſtands of Bertclini's ſafe- 
ty and proſperity in Cicilia, where hee triumphs in his victory , for killing her ro+ 
ther Bre/at: 3 and like a baſe Gentleman, continually erects his Trophes of detraQti- 
on _ the ruines and tombe of her honour : and theſe conſiderations (like reſerved 
afflictions) againe newly afflit and torment her - ſo as having loſt her jewell and her 
joy, her brother and her Lover, Bre/ati and $turio, ſhee beginnes to be extreame ſicke, 
weake,and faint; yea, the Roſes of her cheekes are transformed to Lillicsthe relucent 
luſtre of her eyes, to dimnefle and obſcurity 3 and to uſe buta word, not onely her 
heart, but her tongue beginnesto faile , and to ſtrike ſaile to immoderate ſorrow and 
diſconſolation. Her parents and friends grieve hereat, and farre the more, in reſpect 
they know not how to remedy it : and for her ſelfe, 1f ſhe enjoy any comfort in this 
life, itis onely in hope that ſhee ſhall ſhortly leave it, to enjoy that of a better. Thus 
whiles ſorrow, vexationand fickneſle make haſtto ſpin out the thred and webbe of 
her life, if hergriefes areextreme and inſupportable in Roze, no leſle are thoſe of her 
Lover S$ixrie inCaprea : forit frets him to the heartand gall, to ſee how his father 
hath bereaved and betrayed him of his Miſtris Paxlina's prefence , the onely content 
and felicity which this life orearth could afford him ; a thouſand times he wiſheth 
himſelfe with her , and as often kiſleth her remembrance and 7dea 3 and then, astheir 
aftections, ſo their malice concurring and ſympathizing, hee againe wiſheth that hee 
may bee ſo happy to fight with Berto/ini for the diſgrace of his Lady Parl..z, and ſhee 
for the death of her brother Bre/ati, 'and in that affection and this revenge, hee with 
much affliction and nocomfort , paſſeth away many bitter dayes and torments, in the 
miſery of this his inforced exile and baniſhment: and although his curioſity, afte&t1- 
on, or {ubtilty could never crowne him with the happineſle or felicity to free himſelfe 
of his guards and captivity , and ſo toſteale away fromthat Iland it ſome Foift or 
Galley for the maine 3 yet underſtanding that two dayes after there was one bound for 
the Port of C:zvita Vetcha, hee, to teſtifice his affection, conſtancie, and torments to his 
deare and faire Paxlina, takes occaſion to write her a Letter to Rome,the which. that it 
might come the ſafer to her owne hands, he incloſeth inanother, to an intimate deare 
friend of his. The tenour of his Letter was thus : 
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STYRIO to PAY LINA. 


] Know not whether I more grieve at my abſence from thee , then at the manner thereof 5 yet 
fare I am +that both conjoyn'd ,make me in this Hand of Caprea ſeele the torments, not of a 
feigned Purgatory, but of atrue Hell. It was my purpoſe to condole with thee for the untimely 
death of thy Brother +, it is now not onely my reſolution , but my praFice , to mourne with my 
ſelfe for thy baniſhment , or rather with thee for mine % and when my ſorrowes have moſt neede 
of conſolation , then againe that conſolation findes moſt cauſe of ſorrow : for thinking of Berto- 
Iini , ave thinkes T ſee thy falſe diſparagement on his malicious tongue, and thy Brother Brellati 
his true death on his bloody Sword; and yet have neither the honour or happineſſe to revenge ei- 
ther, and which is worſe , not bee permitted to know where hee is, that I may revenge them * 
but Iwiſh I were onely incident and obliged to ſupport this afflition,conditionally thou wert ex- 
empt thereof, or that I might know the limits and period of our abſence, thereby to hope for an 
end and remedy thereof, which now I can finde no motives to know, nor cauſe to hope. O that I 
have often envyedLeanders hippineſſe | And if Love could make impoſſibilities poſſible , the 
Mediterranean Sea ſhould long ſince have beene my Helleſpont,mey Body my Barke, ny armes 
my oares , to have wafted me from my Abidos, to thy Seſtos, from my Ga prea, t9 thy Rome, 
to thee fiveet Paulina,my onely faire and deare Hero. And although the conſtancie and ferven= 
cie of my love to thee, ſuggeſt me many inventions to eſcape the miſery of my exile , yet the Ar- 
guseyes of my Fathers malice, in that of my Gnardians jealouſie , cannot bee inchanted or lul- 
led aſleepe with the melody of (o unfortunate a Mexcury as my ſelfe : but time ſhall ſhortly at 
and finiſh that which impatience cannot , till when, deare and ſweet Paulina, retaine me in thy 


thoughts, as T doe thee in heart and memory \ and doubt not but a few weekes will make us 4s 
happy, 4s we are now miſerable. 


STV RIO. 


Paulina, in the middeſt of her ſorrowes and fickeneſle , receives thisLetter from 
her beſt and deareſt friend $twrio, and although ſhee rejoyce to heare of his health and 
wel-tare in Caprea, yet ſhe is more glad, that the extremity of her ſickenefle and weak- 
neſle informe her, ſhee ſhall ſhortly dye in Rozee: for vanquiſhed with afflictions, and 
overcome with variety of griefe and diſcontents , ſhee in conceit already hath leftthis - 
world, and is by this time halfe way in her progreſle and pilgrimage towards Heaven, 
= in love to herdeare Stwrio , who wrote her this kinde Letter, ſhe will not be ſoun- 

inde, but will kiſle it for his ſake that ſent it her 3 and peradventure if ſhe had been ſo 
happy, that he might have beene the bearer and deliverer thereof himſelfe, orthat he 
had borne and delivered himſelfe to her in ſtead of his Letter , hee mw then have 
given ſome comfort to her ſorrowes, and ſome conſolation to her diſcontents and 
afflictions, whereas now ſeeing him exiled, and mewed up in Caprea, without any ap= 
parance of returne , ſhee ſeesſhee hath more reaſon to flye to her old deſpaire, then to 
any new hope 5 and ſo wiſheth the deſired houre were atlaſt come , wherein ſhee 
might give her laſt farewell to this world : but againe perufing and over-reading his 
Letter, ſhee findes it full fraught with love and affe&ion towards her 3: and therefore 
diſdayning to proove a =" toany, eſpecially to Stwrio, whois ſo kindeand cour- 


ww to her, calls for pen and paper , and by his owne conveyance retarnes him this 
Anſwer ; 


* 


PAVLINA to STVRIO. 


JEarner rightly define whether the receipt of thy Letter made me more glad, or the contents 
ſorrowfull : for 4 I infinitely rejoyced to underſtand thou wert living, ſo Textremely grieved 
to beare there was no certainty ofth releaſement and returne. Whether or no Caprea be thy 


Purgatory, 
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Purgatory , Tkhnow not , but ſure Tam, Rome 3 my Hell, ſith T cannot bee there with thee, nor 
thon here with me:and as I lamented with ſighs, I could not dye with my Brother, ſo I grieve with 
tearts, that T cannot live with thee : but why write I of living, when his mournefull Tragedy, 
«nd thy diſaſtrous exile hath made me more ready to dye then [ove , or rather not fit to live, but 
aye 2 for deſpayring of thy returne, how-can T hope for _— » ſith it onely linedin thy pre- 
ſence, as my heart and joy didin thee ? As for Bertolini's folly to mee, and crime to my Brother, 
if thy Sword puniſh him not, God) juſt revenge will, and wiſhing this as a woman,as 4 Chriſtian, 
I pardon and fergree him 5 andſo I pray doe thou for myſake , ifthon wilt not that of my dead 
Brothers. Could prayers or wiſhes have effeFed thy returne to mee,my teares had long ſince been 
thy Helleſpont and Mediterranean Sea , and my ſighes had fill d the Sayles of thy deſires and 
reſolutions, to have paſt Oltia, floated np Tiber, and landed at Rippa to mee. But alas, alas ) 
© here in remembring Hero's felicity and joy, I cannot forget my ſorrowes and affliFions © for as 
Leander liv'd in her armes , ſo T caunot bee ſo fortunate, either tolive or dye in my Stario's 3 
and if now, as a chilfull Mercury ,' thou couldſt inveag le the eyes both of thy Fathers malice, 
and guardians jealouſie , yet that happineſſe would come to0 late, and out of fe aſon for mee : for 
before thou ſhalt have plotted thy flight and eſcape fromCaprea to Rome , Iſhall have uGed 
and finiſhed mine from Rome to Heaven. Iwonld ſend thee more lines, but that my weake hand 
and feeble fingers have not the power, though the will, any longer to retaine my pen. Heaven will 
make us happy , though Earth cannot ;, mo my deare $tario, let this bee our laſt and beſt 
con[olation 5 as theſe joyes are temporary and tranſitory , ſo thoſe will bee permanent and e- 
ternall. 


PAVLINA- 


This Letter of Pa#l;nato $tario meets with a ſpeedy paſſage from Kome to Capre, 
| who _——_ it, and thinking to have found her in hertru* and perfe health, with 
much joy and affe&ion breakes up the ſeales thereof 5 when, contrary to his hope 
and expettation,underſtanding of her fickeneſle and approach rodeath, he tender+ 
ly and bitterly weepes at his owne misfortune, in her diſcontent and diſaſter ; yea, hee 
paſtionately and forrowfully bewayles his Fathers cruelty, in thus baniſhing him from 
her ſight and preſence, from the contemplation of whoſe beauty, and from his innate 
affection to her, the Fates and Deſtinies cannot baniſh him. But alas unfortunate $tu- 
tio ! the newesof thy Pauliza's lickenefle is but the Prologue to the inſuing ſorrowes 
and afflitionsthatare ready to befall and ſurpriſe thee:for the newes of her death ſhall 
ſhortly follow her Letter 3 and if that drew teares from thine eyes, this ſhal} drowne 
thine eyes in the Ocean of thy Teares: neither ſhall he ſtay long to feele the miſerable 
impetuoſity of this mournefull Storme. For ſcarce twenty dayes are paſt:, after the 
writing of her Letter to Sturio, but Paulina languilbing with griefe, deſpaire, forrow 
and ſickenefle, as a female Love-Martyr,takes her laſt teave and farewell of this world 
m Rome 3 it being not in the power or affection other parents, any longer to divert her 
from paying this her laſt due and tribute unto Nature , fith we all have our lives lent, 
not given as3 and therefore as we receive, ſo muſt we repay them to ourCreatour and 
Redeemer,of whom we have firſt received them. | 
Old Stwriois as'glad in Romrefor the death of Paulina, as her Paremtsgrieve thereatz 
and now it is that he intends ta bee as happy and joyfull in his Sonnes preſence, as hee? 
hath formerly made himſelfe ſorrowfull m occafioning his abſence - whereupon, witty 
all expedition, hee difpatcheth a Servant of ht: to Caprez, witha Letter, to tigmhie his 
Son thereof, and conſequently, to recall him. This newes of Paxlins's Death infinitely 
afflits and torments our Stwrio 3 - forſhee being the Qyeene of his affeftions, and the 
ſoveraigne Goddefle of his delights and'defires, hee reſembleth himſelfe, and fo ikea 
true Lover, as hee is, afteth a wonderfull mournefull part of forrow for herunwithed 
and unexpected Death : hee is none ones” wo nay, ſuch was his living affeftionr9 
Paxulins, and fach is his immoderate fi and death, as hee wilt nor ay 0" 
2 cauſe 
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becauſe ſhe is gone, who was the greateſt and chiefe(t-part of timfe)te. But as wounds 
cannot be cured, ere ſearched;ſo paſſion tranſportin his thoughts beyond reaſon,and 
revenge beyond paſſion, he,tor the time preſent, forſakes the etfe&t,to followthe cauſe, 
' andſohath no other object before his eyes and thoughts, but that cf Bertelini's killing 
of her Brother Bre//at;, and this of his Fathers unkind baniſhing of him from Kome to 
Caprea : wherefore , that he may out-live his ſorrows,and apply a Lenitive to his Cor- 
rofive, he vowes torevenge both. The manner is thus : Thar, as his Father deceived 
his hopes in carrying him from Rome to Caprea ; ſohee will deceive thoſe of his (aid 
Father, in carrying himſelfe from Capreato Cicily,there to find out Bertolini,ard to fight 
with him. It isnot the point of Honour, much yn udgement, and leaſt of all, Relt- 
gion,that precipitates and throwes him on this bloudy, and therefore uncharitable re- 
ſolution: but it 15 the vanity of hie thoughts, and his hving afteCtion to his dead Miſtris 
Paulina, which gives life and birth toit : for he (trampling onall diſlwaſion and oppo- 
ſition) finding a Gatley of Naples bound from Capreato Cicily, very ſecretly imbarkes 
himſelfe. mher , and contemning the impetuoſity of the Windes, and the mercyleſle 
mercie ofthe Seas, landsat Palermo, where huſhing himſelfe upthe firſtnight privately 
in his Inne, and informing himſelfe that Bertolin; was in that City, he, the next morne, 
by his Lackey, ſends him this Challenge : 


STYRIO to BERTOLINI., 


H Aving killed my deare Paulina in the ſtandall of her honour, and the death of her Brother 
Brellati, ey affi;@30ns and ſorrowes to ſurvive her, make me contemne mine owne life,to 
ſeeke thine © to which purpoſe, Thave left Caprea, to finde Cicily, and init thy ſelfe. Where- 
fore,as thon art Bertolini,faile not to meet me this Evening twixt five and ſixe of the Clocke in 
the next Meadow, behinde the Carthuſians Monaſtery 3 where my ſelfe, a[ſzſted onely with a 
Chirurgian, and the choyce of two ſingle Rapiers, will expe@ and attend thee. Thy Generg- 
fy invites thee, and my Afﬀettion _ Honour obligeth me, to be the onely Gueſts of this bloudy 
Banquet. | ; 


STVRIO. 


Bertolini receives and reades this Challenge, which, to write the truth, isnet ſo plea- 
fing to him, -as was that of Brellati : hee ſees himſclfe and his hunour ingaged to tight, 
_ knowes not how to exempt and free himſelfe thereof. For, firſt, hee conſidereth 
that the ground of his Defence and Quarrell is not good, fith he knew in his ſoule and 
conſcience,that Paulina was as chaſt,as faire,& that he had wronged himſelfe,in ſeeking 
to wrong and ſcandalize her 3 then, that hee perfettly underſtood 8trrio was valiant 
and generous, yea, and very expertand fkilfull inhandling his Weapons; and withall, 
that ſingle Combates were variable, and onely conſtant in unconſtancie: fo that he be- 

not onely to doubt, but feare,that as he had killed Brellati,ſo $txrio was reſerved to 
Kill him: but againe, conſidering that his birth and bloud was noble,it contrariwile ſo 
incited and animated his courage, and inflamed, and ſet an edge on his Generoſity,as 
witha kinde of unwilling willingnelſle hee accepts of $#r:o's Challenge 3 and ſo bade 
hisLackey tell his Maſter from him, that hee would not faile to meethim, to give him 
his welcome to Palermo: The Clocke ſirikes five, and long before fixe, our two.young 
Gentlemen come ride into the Field 3 where, giving their Horſes to their Chirurgt- 
ans,” with command-not to ſtirre, till their duety and office call them, they both draw 5. 
and ſoapproach each ether : butalthough this fury of theirs beginne in bloud,, yet it 
ſhall-not here end in death; | At firſt comming up » $#ri0 wards Bertolin;'s thruſt, and 
runnes him intothe bow Flanke, of adeepe wound; at the ſecond, he wounds him a- 


gain in the neckgybich draws much bloud from himneither is the: third meeting more 
propitious,or lelſeyfatall to him:for Stajiog without receiving any touch ot rarrggives 
wy ... im 


I6r 


m_ hisRapier , an with his Hat in hand, | begs his life of 8t»rio, and with as much 
truth as integrity conteſſeth and voweth that he is infinitely ſorrowfull and reperitane 
for the ſcandal,del 


contrition. ; Sothey ſheath up their Swords, and like loving friends, returne together 
nto-the City * whore Cana pregeneth borkie aperture Bertolini betakes himſclfe 


ſpeedily ſayles from Cicaly to Naples , and from thence rides poaſt to Rowe, where Stw- 
rie & Bertolinz likewiſe in ſhort ſpace arrive; but firſt comes Stzrio,then Bertolini,whoſe 
Father by this time hath obtained his Pardon for killing of Breati. The Nobility and 
Gentry ef lows ſpeake SjveaiSly and ox ws od qurevo lee return'd Gallants : 
fome,outof reaſon, highly applaud Srwris's fighting with Bertolinz, accafiened through 
his affeQion: TTY a 3 and then his humanity and.curteſie ſhewed 
and e: him, in giving him hislife, :. others, outofthe ettours of youth and va= 
nity  taxe and condemne him for not diſpatching and killing gay ateny extoll 
Bertolini's.valour in killing Bredati, but all taunt and taxe him for hs:Cowardiſc,innot 
ghaiog i ov! with Stwrio 3; and which. is worſe, for diſgracefully begging and re« 
cerving his life pf him. pertol;xz findes this ſcandal throwne and retorted on hity, .to 
bee very diſtaſtefulland diſhonourable 3 ip.ſo much as hee cannot reliſh it , butwith 
diſcontent, nordigeſt it», but withextreme indignationand choller-; which throwes 
him ſo viglently onthe ex e humour of revenge, as he yowes to make Stario pay 


deare. for giving too much liberty to histongue , tothe prejudice efhis honour and 
—_ x Putt up thus with theſe three execrable —— and vicesgdifdaine, ene 
vy.and reve whereolthe jea{tis great and.capably egoy h toruine.both a fortune: 
py oe , out of a wretched.reſolution,, (onmonty the generafity ofa Gentles; 
gan) not onely forgets.$:xrjo his ſingular courtefic in giving him hislife, when it lay- 
i his power & pleaſure to take it from him, but allo remembrethy and in that remem- 
brance reſolyeth.to repay him with the ungratefull requitall , and mournefull intereſt 
gf feprIn 1 che eons zraticude ! Q uncharitable and baſe reſolution | 
Ye, heis fodevayd if reaſon, and-thepurity of his ſqule and conſcience ſo conta» 
minated .and yilif withehe contemplation andobjec of tiend's ehodgrate wa 
t 8-49 farlghe Cod.of pumpaſtillu ly to f 
{urpriſed and taken up with this execrable and 
; 010 imina inding-ſheet.y - 
dE ki 2npipe in the eld, hee dares nor, toalleflinats 
Al ith.he muſt paſſe five or ſixe ſeverall chambers, 
piſtol by the open ſteer, thangh® be lefſe dith 
Z 3:n=1g S461 t 
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" eaſe, yet hee findes ir moſt dangerous, - ſith hee ſees 8rwrio ſtill went better followed 


and acconipanyed:then himſelfe, as indeed being more eminent of birth,and nobleof 
extraction then himſelfe: - But hee ſhall want no invention to accompliſh and bring 
this his bloudy reſolution to paſle ,. forifhe faile thereof, the Divell is ſtill at hiset- 
bow to promptand inſtrutt himthereia 3 yea, his impiety is growne fo ſtrong with 
the Divell, and his faith ſo weake with God, as now _ turned overtherecordsof 
his revenge, hee at laſt reſolves to ſhoot Stwrio from a Window , with a Petronell,as he 
paſleth the ſtreet-and upon the attempt and finiſhing of this helliſh ſtratagem and blou- 
dy Tragedy,the Divell and he ſtrike hands,and conclude it ; the contriving and perpe- 
trating whereof fhal inthe end ſtrangle him, becauſe he was ſo prophane and graceleſle 
ashe would notſtrangle the firſt conceit thereof in their births and conceptions. | 
But leave'wee there Beytoliri ruminating on his intended bloudy crime of Marther, 
and come wee a little to ſpeake of poore unfortunate 8:#rio, who not dreaming of his 
malice , much leſle of hisungratetull and bloudy revenge intended againſt him, like a 
mournful and difconſolate conſtant Lover,is thinking on nothing ſo much,as on the H- 
ving beauty and 1dex of hisdead Paylina : and although he knew it as palpable folly to 
bewray his ' immoderate:forrowes, asdiſcretion toconceale them; yet their impe- 
tuoſity and fervency gives-ſtch a'predominating law to his reſolutions', as hee canrioe 
refraine from often ſtealing into Sani7a Maria de Rotwnda's Church ,' where Thee was 
buryed , | and:there ſecretly bedewes her Tombe, and waſhes her Sepulcher with his 
teares: an actand-ceremony of Lovers, which though affe@ion authorize, yet Religio 
doth neither juſtifie, nor-can approve. All the care of his father and friendsis to ſCeke 
how to ——_— fiveneſle, and to wipe offhis melancholy ſorrowes and'ſorrow- 
full-me :. to which end they proffer him great variety ofnoble and beaw= 
tifull Ladies m Marriage, hopingthatthe ſight and preſence of a new beauty would de- 
face the memoryand abſence of ano1d - but their policie proves vain for Sywrio will 
bee asconſtant mhis forrowes for his ſweet Payline's death, as hee was th his affeRion 
to her whiles ſhe lived  3-and therefore ,' although their power inforcehimto ſee di 
verſe, yet his will can never bee drawne,or inforced to love any, ashiving inviolab} 
contatind himſelfe to this definitive reſolution, that ſith he could not be Paxling' h 


And hereI beginne-to write father with teares, theninke , when 1 2pprchendand 


Bertolini layd in his unfortunate and untimely Grave. Ah Stario,Stario,hadſt thou been 
more-vindith 


RR 


muſt -bee ſounfortunate to brit 
Hiſtory. "A i 


oy - . 


_— — 
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L 


Hiſt.X; NIE Sturioahd Paulina. a. 


ky: But Bertolini is/0/ obſtipatein his malice, and ſo wretchedly implacable in his re- 
venge, as underſtanding4hat:$twrie is accuſtomed to goe to his mornings Maſſe at the 
Emel.ſ Colledge, hee provides both himſelfe and his Petronell charged with a brace 
of bullets z or rather. the Devill: provides both the Bullets, the Petronell, and him? 
-ſelfe - and {0, watching theadvyantage of his houre and time, on a'Munday morning, 
a little after.the Cardinalls,. Farneſie and Caporims, were ridden with their traines to the 
Conſiſtory, putting himſelte into an unknowne houſe betwixt the ſaid Engl; Col- 
ledge and the Palace of Farneſ#, hee having his Cocke bent, and ſeeing $twrio com- 
-ming in the ſ{treete, upon his prauncing Barbary Horſe and Foot-cloth , like a grace- 
leſle and bleugy villaine (having neither the feare of God , nor the falvation or dam- 
nation of his ſoule before his eyes, nor once imagining that hee ſhootes at the Majeſty 
of God the Creatour, in killing and defacing Man , his Image and Creature) lets flye 
at him, and the Divell had made him ſo curious andexperta Marke-man, as both the 
Bullets pierce the trunke of his breſt 3 with which mortall wounds our innocent $tx- 
770, no longer able to fit his Horſe, tumbles downe dead to the ground, without ha- 
ving the power toutter a word , but onely to breath forth two or three lamentable 
deadly groanes. And this was the unfortunate and mournefullend of this no- 
ble Gentleman $7#r:0, whichI cannot relate without fighes, norremember without 
teATES. 

This bloudy Tragedy ated on fo brave a Gallant, in the very bowels and heart of 
Rome, doth extremely amaze, anddrawall the SpeCtatours to lamentation and mour- 
ning, and his two ſervants, who walked by his Horſe fide , are fo bufie in lifting him 
up, andrubbingthe temples of-their dead Maſter, as they forget to reſearch and in- 
quire for hismurtherer: but the Afliſtants, and ſtanders by, hearing the report of the 
Peece, and notonely —_—_— {moke inthe window and ayre , but this noble Gen- 
leman dead in the ſtreet, they aſcend the kouſe, finde the Petronell onthe Table,biit 
the Shoorks fled ypon a ſwift Spaniſh Gennet;by the. backe doore,they of the houſe af- 
fixming with teares, that they knew not the Gentleman that did ir,neither was itin their 
powers to op ar revent his efcape. ot 4 

-. This Fatall and mournefull newes diſperſed and ſpred o're the City of Rowe 3 the 
Serjeants and Captaines guard are bufic to finde out the Murtherer, who by this time 
they know to bee Seignior Bertolini : but being gallantly mounted, hee ſpeedes away 
thorow the ſtreetsamaine, and:is ſo farte from deſpaire,as hee makes no doubt but to 
recover the Lateran Gate, and to eſcape thishis ſecond danger, as fortunately as hee did 
his firſt, by flying into the Kingdome of Napler + but his hopes ſhall deceive him 3; for 
if hee bought reli Murther at an eafie rate; God hath now ordained and decreed 


thathee ſball. pay deare for this his ſecond of Stxrio:and lo, here the impetuous ſtorms 

of Godsjuſt revenge and indignation now befalls him, when he lea(t feares or thinkes 

thereof. Themanner thus : - on : 

. As hee was ſwiftly galloping thorow Cam Avan (the publike place where the 
dren 0 


Ts 


im: fo —_ int6the Saddle; hee ſpurres 
could poſſibly drive under him.” But if hee 

—_— fGod; bh Inotthe ſecond : for taving paſt 
phitheater,- his Genner twixt that and the Laterar , fell under 
routof joynt;" the Pooreafflited Beaſt could'not riſe 
is more afllidted- and griewed then the yy 

net 


2 4 
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Gennet hee rides upon. Whereupon being amazed,and fearing that the ſearch would 
inſtantly follow an ſurpriſe him, "I leaving his horſe, betakes himſelfe to his owne 
heeles : and ſowith much terrour both 'of minde and conſcience, hee knowes not 
/whither togoe, or where to hide himſelfe, butat laſt con that the greateſt 
dangers have neede of the leaſt diſtration : and moſtdiſcretion, hee thinkes to flye 
wy ht handto Hort« Farweſs, or the Gardens and Orchards which belong i 
that; uſfrious Family : but then againe to meet with a wooden 
of finding an open doore, hee leaves that reſolution, and (zrfaſtas his leg and foe 
can beare him) flieson his left hand up towards Ners's Tower (ſo famous for that 
Emperoursinfamy , in ſtanding thereon, when heedelighted to ce all Rowe on fire) 
and herein the ruines and demolitions of an infinite number of Palaces, Churches, 
and other ſtupendious buildings, our murtherous Bertelini hides and buſberh up him» 
ſelfe, hoping the day were paſt, toeſcape, and recover ſome ſecret friends bouſs 


b 
: bas juſt to let this his cruell fa& » and this blou- 


dy Murtherer tv, fo hee hath ſcarce ore tone —_— but 
hee is knowne found ont, and hemm'd inof all fides oy rs 
oO 


firſt aſſummons —_— up his Rapi 
into their hands, who preſently convey hi 
-_ to of his 


, and 


Ar Sg where hee ſhall — 
bis ainoas and blondy Murthers , e're wee ſhall ſee him 


| 60 renee DArnhyare hr but inthe Inrieall Remo polſſed and in» 


yy > A neon oe | hee is fetcht before his Jud 
her at firſtthe Devill is ſo as hee once t to have 


> bon fort baGen more mercifull to his oule , hee upon his 


putgroprave $remon , with many fighesand teares freely confeſ- 

anbipies themto take pitrie of his young yeares, andrhat it wasone- 
lythe _ —_ _ the vanity ofhisambitious honour, which had thus betrayed 
and ſeduced foul: to perpetrate this cruell and impious Murther,and for the which 
he extremely and bitterly repented himiſclfe. 


RadorerafOobmndunt egg y bent againſt Bertolins olins; as his 
polomongnin®.tene + ſoas his © uding his to reſemble 
are deafe to his yar ye Arps on or bis ambitl= 


that hath ſed edi toperforme thisbloudy Murther : 
A OETEGS they, in conſideration he isa Rowan Gentleman, nobly 


deſcended , will not hang: him , but his two handsto beecut off before the 
houſe where hee ſhot at $#ario, andthento 


beheaded at the common of exe» 

cution, atthe foot of Sixt bridge, bis head to bee ſet upon a pole, over Sixt 
Toba Lateraws gate,and his body tobee throwne into Tiber : next day was 
c executed in preſence of many thouſand people of both ſexcs, andof all 
rankes, notwithſtanding the importunate follicirations which his father made to Co 


Hiſt. X. Sturio and Panhina. 
of cither: forifl had, I would not have failed to have inſerted,and placed then at the 
end of this their Hiſtocy, to have ſerved asa grace and ornament thereunto,in interla- 
cingmy prole with others verſes, for the better delight and recreation of my Reader. 
But muſt (juſtly) crave excule herein : for my curiolitie ſought them, though my un- 
fortunacie found them not. And becauſeI wholly ayme rather to profite then to pleaſe 
my Reader,let us forget the ſhadowes, to reinember the ſubſtance,and ſo looke from 
th2 Mappexto the Morall of this Hiſtory:that the foule example of Bertolini'; crime 
of Marther,and the juſtneſle ofhis puniſhment, may make us leſle bloudy,and 
more compaſſionate and charitable to our Chriſtian brethren,and conſe- 
quently more pious towards God, of 'whom we all beare the li- 
ving Image, andtrue and lively character. 
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Execrable finne of Murther, 
Expreſled 


In hs oy lever all It agicall Hiſtor! ICS 


( digeſted [nto ſix Bookes)which con- 


taine great variety of mournefull and me- 
morable accidents, amorous, Morall, Divine. 


| Booke III. 
Written by 1O H N REYN OLDS. 


LONDON, _ 
Printed by Edward Griffin for William Lee,and are to 


be fold ar his ſhop in Fleerſtreer, ar the ligne of the Turkcs 
Head neere the Mitre Taverag 1 6 3 9+ 


» | & 
(] S\\ 
, 
Ws \ 
_ 


f 


n = D 

. _ E 
1 '(\ ') Fa Q T 
AA N [SPY] 


' Y \ =_ A 
ir 0) 3- 
"/ þ (#0 
, , Y _— Pi = | ; g | 


- 
CEALS 
" La 


V 


TO THE 


IGHI HONOVRABLE 
ND TIRVLY WORTHY OF ALL HONOVR 
LLIAM Farle of PEMBRORKE, 
Lord Chamberlaine t9 his Majeſty,Knight 


of the thrice Noble O:der of the Garter, and one of 
the Lords of his moſt Honourable Privie Councell. 


RIGHT HONOURABLE 


tues. ; not your Greatneſſe, but your 

7 oodneſſe i hich firſt conjured my af- 

\ W econ, then commanded my reſo- 
fa lution to direct theſe ( forraigne :)| 

7 : - 

SAG 7 ragicall Hiſtories toyour Honours pro- 

JP tection and patonage; For whiles 0- 


200 thers ( fayling- with the corrupt 
Tydeand Current of the times) notonelyadmire, but 


adore the exteriour parts of men, their Fortunes;l;for my 
part, both honour and reverence their interiour quali- | 
ties.and ornaments,Piety, Fidelitie,Generoſit3,(three daugh- 
ters of Heaven, embleming and perſonating thethrec 
Heavenly Graces at's Faith, Hope,Charizy)who trand- 
ww port 
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ſport and convey our Memorees as farre as the limits of 
7ime,and a degree beyond it,8 (on the wings of T rub) 
mount our Fames from Earth toHeaven,from = to Glo- 
ry, and from Mortality to Eternity. Not but thatI every 
way reſpect and honour that bloud whichis Noble, but 
that I yet more deerely honour and deeply aftec thoſe 
Yertuer which havea ſecret, and (as I may juſtly fay ) a 
facred power in them to ennoble Nobility, both which 
tranſcendentPrivileges,findinghandin hand cheerefully 
march,and really to ſimpathze in your HZ. (ſith upon 
thereſplendent luſtre of our actions, Envie i$not capable 
toinſinuate a blemiſh, nor Detrattion of power tointro- 
rroduce or inforce a diſparagement ) was the ſole 
prevaling motive of this my Zeale and eAmbition. And 
whenlI conſider thatthe Morality, Ends and puniſh- 
ments of theſe foule and crying ſfinncs of Murther, 
which my two former Bookes (of this Narwre) haveal- 
ready related and divulged to the world, havenotonly 
been approved,but applauded of our moſt Excelent and 
Sacred King, (asonly aymung at Gods glory,& our owne 
reformation and preſervation ) I rather hope then de- 
ſpaire,that this Third ( wherein the juſt revenge of God, 
theGreatand Supreame Kyng of Kznes, is no leſſe appa- 
rent and conſpicuous ) wall be accepted and received of 
your Ho. Again,it h&atsagainſt Murther,whichnot on- 
ly ſeeks toſlay Humanit),but therein tomurther Religion, 
whichis the Life and Soule thereof. It denounceth warre 

2Ainſt Natwe and Grace.againſt the Divine Ordinances 
of Heaven,and the Coattive and penall Lawes of Earth, 
whereby they areeſtabliſhed and maintained, as being 
the Comment and Sineves, the einer and Arteriesof Mo- 
narchies and Common-weales ; as alſo againſt the Majeſty 
of 
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of Gad, and the Crownes and Dignities of Soveratgne 
Kines and Princes, his Royall 'Deputies and Pice- 
gerents here on earth, fith thereby hee loſeth foules, 
and theſe ſubjects ; yea, fo: generall and fo prodi- 
gious a progreſsion doth this ſcarlet finne. of pre- 
meditated and willfull murther make in the uni- 
verſall World, and with fo bloudy a deluge and 
inundation, it not onely waſhes, but ( as it were ) 
drownes the face of the (briſtian, that wee have now 
farre truer cauſe to: cry out, and juſter reaſon to 
exclame than did Quintus Catulus ( ſo many cen- 
turies of yeeres ſince) O with whom, or where ſball 
wee live in ſafety, fith in warres wee kill thoſe who are armed, 
and in peace who are unarmed ? Yea, your Honour, who 
( wath a happy conſtancy, and conſtant happ1- 
nefſe ) 3s ſtill a profeſſed Champion for Chariy a- 
gainſt Envie, and aT utelary ProteCtor for Uerine againſt 
Vice, ( whules divers great ones of the World 
make it not onely their practice, but their glo- 
ry to performe the contrary ) will, I hope, 
runne over theſe mournefull Hiflories, ( and the 
ſeverall accidents they relate ) wath your eyeof 
pitty, and ſpirit of compaſs1on ; and therein with a 
religious joy, and pious inſultation, not onely ad- 
mire the Providence, but applaud*and magnifie the 
Fuftice of God, 1n ſo timely cutting off theſe Mon- 
ſters of Nature, and bloudy Butchers of Man- 
kinde, with theſe their condigne puniſhments and 
deſerved deaths: In which Hope and Confidence, 


this Booke 1s no more mine, but your Honours, and 
no leſſe 15 hee who collected and penned it ; and 
that my Name may futurely oblige mee to 


make 


z this 
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this preſent promiſe of my penne reall ; Whiles ma- 
ny others ( ina vertuous emulation) contend to de- 
ſervethe Hononrof your Favour, and ſtrive to purchaſe 
the felicitie of your Commands, none ſhall doe it with 
more Integrity andleſſe V anity,than 


Tour Honours iruly 
derpoted. 


Ioun REYNOLDS, 


s 9b F3 i 
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The Grounds and Contents of 
theſe Hiſtories. 


HISTORIE XI. 


De Salez kilſeth Vaumartin ir: a Dxel/; La Hay cauſeth Michaelle to poyſon La Frange ; De 
Sales loves La Hay,and becauſe his father Argentier will not conſent that hee marry hey, fti- 
fleth him in his bed, and then takes ber to his wife 5 Shee turnes Strumpet, and cuts his 
throatias he is dying be accuſeth her of this bloudy fa, and himfelfe for murthering bis fas 
ther Argentier : ſo bis dead body is hang'd to the gallowes, then burnt 3 La Hay confeſſeth 
this murther, and likewiſe that ſhe cauſed Michaelle to poyſon La Frange:ſhee hath her right 
hand cut off,andis then burnt alive  Michaelle is broken on the wheele, and his dead body 


throwne into the River. 


Hiſtory X IT. 

Albemare cauſeth Pedro and Leonardo t9 murther Baretano, and he after warrieth Clara, 
whom Baretano firſt ſought to marry: He cauſeth his man Valerio to poyſox Pedro in priſon, 
and by aletter which Leonardo ſent him, Clara perceives that her huchand Albemare had 
bired, and canſed Pedro and Leonardo to mmrther her firſt love Baretano © which letter ſt ee 

reveales to the Tudge 5 ſo he is hanged, and likewiſe Valerio and Leonardo for theſe their 


bloudy crimes. 
Hiſtory XIII. 


La Vaſlchay poyſoneth her wayting-maid Gratiana, becauſe ſhe is jealous that her huchand De 
Merſon zs hhoneſt with her 3 whereupon he lives from her : In revenge whereof, ſhee cauſeth 
his man La Villete to murther hint in a Wood, and then marries him in requitall. The ſaid 
La Villete gycere after riding thorow the ſame Wood,his Horſe falls with hint,and almoſt kils 
hinwhen he confeſſeth the murther of his maſter De Merſon,and accuſeth his Wife La Vaſ- 
ſela to be the cauſe thereof: $0 for theſe their bloudy crimes, he is hanged, and ſhe burnt alive. 


Hiſtory XIV. 


Fidelia aud Czleftina caſe Carpi and Montelione, with their two Laquayes, Lorenzo and 
Anſelmo, to mmurther their father Captaine Benevente, which they per forme. Monteleone 
and bis Laquay Anſelmo are drowned, Fidelia hangs her ſelfe, Lorenzo is hanged for arob- 
bery,and on the G allowes confeſſeth the murthering of Benevente;Carpi hath his right hand; 
then his head cut off, Czleſtina is beheaded and her body burnt. | 


Hiſtory X V. 


Maurice like abloudy villaine, and davmable ſonne, throwes his Mother Chriſtina into aWell, 
and drownes her : the ſame hand and armie of his wherewith he didit, rots away from his body, 
and a decrazed of his wits in Priſon,he there confeſſeth this foule and inhumaine wmnrther+for 


the which he is hanged. 
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RE: Execrable anne of Maurther, 
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HISTORIE XI. 


De Salez kileth Vaumartin i. a Dwell; La Hay cawſeth Michaelle #0 poyſon La Frangez De 
Sales loves La Hay,azd becauſe wn ny 1» Argentier will not conſent that bee marry her, ti- 
fleth him in his bed, and' then takes ber to his wife 5 Shee turnes Strumpet, and cuts his 


throatzas be is dyine.he aceuſeth her of this bloudy faF, and himjtlfe for murthering his fa* 
ther rh Ar fo his dead body is han 'ato the gallowes, thex burnt 5; La Hay S feſlob 
this murther. and likewiſe that ſhe cauſed Mchaelle to poyſon La Frange:ſhee hath her right 
haxd cut off ,andis then burnt alive 5, Michaelle is broken on the wheele, and his dead bociy 
throwne into the River. | 


Lithough ourperverſe Natare, and rebellious thoughts may 
fora while make useſteeme Envie to be no Yice, and Mur- 
der a Vertwez yet if we will ereft theeyes of our Faith, and 
\ ſolooke from our ſelves to our foules, from Earth to Hea- 
/ ven, and fromSatanto God, we ſhall then afluredly finde, 
that hating our Chriſtian Brother, we hate Chriſt who 
made us Brothers : and murdering him, that wee malici- 
ouſly and-preſumptuouſly attempt to recrucifie Chriſe, by 
whom we muſt, without whom we cannot bee ſaved. Butif _ 
I we will turne Atheiſts, and beleeve thereis a Heaven, but 
% no God; or Devils,and ſay there is aGod, but no Heaven, 
'- ns _ then thatuncharitable Texent of Envy may be held lawfull, 
 andthis bloudy poſition of Murder, practiſed, becauſe priviledged,elſe not. Wherefore 
let 


—_— 
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I&tus who are Chriſtians reſend this devilliſh dodtrine, and dottrine of Devils, to Hell 
from whence it firlt came,and to the Devill himſelfe who firſt broached and invented 
it : lith, we canno mrnfallac. a . | | 


at BK weysHoents. ner@ergetrate it, with- 
out be ' a Rein 1 they vi libly-proye the 
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Holouſe (as well foFgreftneſle as ſtate, the third city and Court of Parl;awent of 


= and pcrgetrgedg-ayrage iſterfgr w ath y ryourne bloudy 
Eibodanch; thew tohran orch,pahd t intheif naked tor, we mult 
rem lied a Gouncellokr fam ourt (being rich Gentle- 


wan well deſcended?) tearmed Monſexr de Argentier, whoſe wite being deceaſed, left 
him father onely to one hopefull ſonne; of the age of two and twenty yeeres, tearmed 
Mouſreur de Salgg, who be} 


b pgxhollyaddicted gothewa fromay hachygnantall Pro- 
fc(l10h it wasimpoſiible fap h ther to @vert and W rawhi ee ;procured 
onſteur de Roquelaure,whom he ſerved inthe AdriatickSea, 


him an'Exſ#ene# place unde 
under the Noble and Generdy Vepetjans, whoth tiſtood Tather.jealpus then fearefull of 
the power and greatneſle of Spaine; butthe 1204 of that warre ( after the terme of 
three or foure yeares ) being vaniſhed and blowne away, and conſequently betwixt 
thote two mighty Eftater;-rnew Peacecontrafted and concluded, although the otdhnd 
not beene actually Broken and decelerated ) home returnes Monſrexr de Roquelanre, for 
Gaſcogny,and with himDeSalez for Earquetec and Thotouſe,where he is received of his fa- 
ther with much content and joy, not that hee was contented to. fee his ſonne profelle 
theſe Military gourles(which onely affords the ſmoake of Honour, and hot the folidity 
of profit) but rather that hee exceedmgl]y rejoyced toſcohim returne therefrom; 'and 
from whence; if he cannot hope that his requeſts will ſolely divert him,:'yethe 15 reſol- 
vedand afſlured.that his Commands both:will and ſhall. Torwhich end;(as any humbar 
is ſooneſt ſubjectiro beeexpelled and defaced' by itscontrary'+) fo the:old Conncellonr, 
having as mach Judgement and Providence mhis\head, as his fonne'hath Parity in his 
thoughts,and Kgſ,neſſe tn his reſolutions, doth both requeſt;and command him to leave 
the warre for Peace, Armes for Love, the Campe for the City,. and hisCaptaine for a 
Wife, and {o no longer to march and fight under the Banners of Mars and Be/ona, but 
under the Standards of Yerus and Hymenens; to which effett, he profers himthe choice 
of many rich and faire 'yotug Gentlewomen of » the Countrey to-hiswiteazbuteſpetially 
(and with farre:moreearne{tnefle then any other ) toanexceeding echinthe- 
Citie, which-was a young; Gentlewoman tearmed La Frange, being th Eabg) childepf- 
Monſieur de Clagny, one of: the moſtfamous and richeſt Prefdehts of that cre, Foun | 
of yeeres, as being but (ixteene,or ſeventeene;but withall deformed bgthin favon »%, 

body, forſhee was of - a browne atid. ſonure complexion, .and not onely a Dwarkg in 

ſtature, but alſo exceedingly. cropke-back'd,} and yet beyond megfure very, amo= 

rous, and defirous of a Hugband-:;-onely the-endowments of her mitide mo icky 
recompenced,, and made ſatisfattion for the defeCts of her body, - forſhe had anattive. 
and'\nimble wit, a ſweetand ſugered tongue;a rich Memory; and a powerfull and. Hap-_ 
PY Indgements and was wdeedan exeellent; Dancer, and:Sipger, andwithall a njoſt 

perfett and exquilite Muſician.}.:. But as yet De Sales warlike and generous reſottition 

could not be {ec made flexible,, to embracethe motion ofa wiftz<;and ſo returnes 


his 


\ 


A 
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his deniall in ſtead of hisconſent : but his wiſe old father Argentier - bein _ 


fore the more curious of his ſonne De Salez, his proſperity and welfare , becauſe 
hee apparantly ſaw hee no way regarded, but every way negleCted it himſelfe; (his 
 ſonnesexorbitant reſolution notwithſtandin akhough he knew that Madamoyſelc 
LaFrange had wany xoble Snitors, who ſought her in marnage : yet relying upon 
his ancient acquaintance and familiaritie with the Preſident de Clugny, as alſo that 
that daughter of his, and this his Sonne were of both parties their onely children. He 
taking time at advantage, breakes with him about this match : whereunto De 
Clugny hearkens rather with delight than diſtaſte : for if there were any diſparitie 
in the dignity of their Offices, hee well knowes, that Argewtiers blood and wealth 
did atleaſt equalize, if not exceed his 3 orif hee conceited any ſcruple in his 
thoughts , which impugned or impoſed it, it was onely becauſe De 8alez. was a 
Souldier , and nota Lawyer, and conſequently delighted to uſe his Sword before 
his Pen, and to weare and preferre a Scartet cloke before a Blacke. But then 
againe, theſe repugnant and averſe reaſons wereas ſoone buried, as borne , and 
defaced, as conceived and ingraven in him 5 when he conſidered that he himſelfe 
in his adoleſcency was of the ſame humour and inclination, and therefore that 
Experience had made hima Preſident to himſelfe , that Time was both the reformer 
and refiner of manners, and that(in all well borne and well bred ſpirits)the Precepts 
of a father, and the ſweet converſation and counſel! of a wife, had power to meta- 
morphoſe the conditions of a young huſband 5 whereupon the old fathers often 
meet and conſult hereon, and ſobeihg fully agreed on all conditions.they likewiſe 
appoint a ſolemne meeting for their children, but the effect and iſſue of this their 
enterview,will not coreſpondandanſwer their deſires. 

La Fraenge (as wee have formerly ſaid) bemg deformed and crook-backt,was no 
way agreeable but diſplealing to De $alez , but hee being atall, andneattimbred 
Genileman, of a faire and feminine complexion, ſhee inſtantly moſt tenderly af+ 
feed , and dearely loved him. Ina wor1, 1 muſtrequeſtthe curiofitie of the 
Reader briefly to bee informed and advertiſed, that as (hee beheld him with the 
eyes of Love and Deſire, {0.did he her with thoſe of contempt and diſdaine, {hee buil-: 
ding caſtlesof content im the aire of her thoughts and hopes , that Heavex would 
make him her huſband 5 and hee rafing both her and her memory our of that of 
his contemplations., vowing that Earth ſhould never make her hiswife. Thus 
though the Parems have already ſhut up the Contract,” yet their children half 
free hveto Wy" mage no ; = weeſhall I of tragicall aceidents 
which are providing, and al ready to impugncit. Parents thinke #6 
be the cauſes hogs ey ſtill bee the Ar ea rdet ſr if his ſacred and 4i- 
vine Majeity make themnot fioſt in Heaver , they [hall never ſee them folemnized 
norconſummated on Zerth. 4 

And here, to make an orderly progreſſion in this HifFory , the Reader muſt 
hkewiſe underſtand, that of all other of LaFrunges Suitors', noneſoughther with 
ſomuch tmportunity and impatiency , asthe Barox of Vaigmuartie:, whole chictelt 
houſe and lands lay betwixt Argne-mortes and Narbone (a Nobleman of ſome chiv- 
ty yeares old, who (like many others: of bis ftampe and 'ranke)  hadſpent the 
greateſt part of hs youth and meanes in Pars, 'm laſci debauthingand te- 
velling with the ParifanLadies and Dames: fothatthe vanitic of his pleaſures 
and expences making his Jandsfly away peeoe-meale ;' andthe devaſtingand faſt 
of his trees and S$, AIRES his Mannoreſhake, anexample and 
preſident for all other de Galfants 'toigblerve and beware of) hee leaves 
Paris with curſes, and his bitter-fweer franes with 've 


tance 's andſo (to'rs- 


is exrours, and to redeeme hig loſt time,and decayed eſtate) he oomes hos 
i "where hearing id ThSleaſe of the" Fredo he rac <wbdlels 
which hee muſt ſolely leave to 5” Whowas 


kisonely childe and; 
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Tet us who are Chriſtians reſend this devilliſh doctrine, and dottrine of Devils, toHell 
from whence it firlt came,and to the Devill himſelfe who firſt broached and invented 
it : ſich, we cannot, pralghigatagtheat rakinpge Heres, norper getrate it, with- 
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Holouſe (as well foForedtneſle as ſtate, the y and Court of Parlzament of 
France ) 1sthe place wherein wee ſhall underſtand, there was lately commitred 


= and pcrgetrated ri, ifterggs whgetyhath y mournefi bloud 
dependances 5 the mþichtobra orth,pehd d tin tet ied eoldurs, we mu 
underſtand? that therem liked a @ouncellobr fam ourt (being\rith Gentle- 


wan well delcended') tearmed Monſrexr de Argentier, whoſe wite being deceaſed, left 
him father onely to one hopefull ſonne5 of the age of two and twenty yeeres, tearmed 


# 
« * 


Mouſreur de Salgg, who bejag,whollyaddict thewa fromay hac trall Pro- 
felloh it waht poſlible fag hþ ther to divert and witþdraw hi ee;procured 
him an Exſ:ee# place unde ! 


onſteur de Roquelaure,whom he ſerved inthe AdriatickSea, 
under the Noble and Generdw-Vegetjans, who h tiſto6d'ratherjealpus then fearefull of 
the power and greatnefle of Spaine; but the Chymera of that warre ( after the terme of 
three or foure yeares ) being vaniſhed and blowne away, and conſequently betwixt 
thofe two mighty ; bg Peacecontrafted and conclided, although the otd tad 
not beene actually Broken and decelerated ) home returnes Monſieur de Roquelanre, for 
Gaſcogny,and with himDeSalez for Eartquedec and T holouſe,where he is received of his fa- 
ther with much content and joy, not that hee was contented to. ſee his ſonne profelle 
theſe Military courles(which onely affords the ſroake of Honour, and hot the folidity 
of profit) but rather that hee exceedmgly rejoyced toſeohim returne therefrom 'and 
from whence; if he cannot hope that his requeſts will ſolely divert him,::yethe 15reſol- 
vedand aſlured.that his Commands both:will and ſhall. Fowhich end;(as any humbnr 
is ſooneſt ſubjectro beeexpelled and defaced' by itscontrary'.) fo the:old Conncelloar, 
having a much Judgement and Providence mhis head, as his ſonne'hath- Parity in his 
thoughts,and Kygſ/,reſſe in His reſolutions, doth both requeſt;and command him to leave 
the warre forPeace, Armes for Love, the Campe for the City,. and hisCaptaine- for a 
Wife, and ſo no longer to march and fight under the Banners of Marsand Bel/ona, but 
under the Standards of Yerus and Hymenexs; to which effeft, he profers himthe choice 
of many rich and faire 'yotug Gentlemomen of : the Countrey to-higwitea=hute( 
(and with farre. more eaxneitnefle then any other ) to annex] 


echiathe 


Citic, which-was a young; Gentlewoman tearmed La Frange, being tl Sei, childepf 


Monſieur de Clagny, one ofthe moſt famous and richeſt Prefdehzts of that 


of yeeres, as being bur (ixteene,or ſeventeene;but withall deformedbothin | 224 wh | 


y, forſheewas of a browneanid ſoure complexion, .and not onely a Dwarkgin 
ſtature, but alſo exceedingly. crooke-back'dy) and yet beyond megſure very, amo- 


rous, and deſirous of a Hugband-:;-onelythe:endowments of her mitide moſt richly 


recompenced,, and made ſatisfaCtion for the defets of her body, - forſhe had anadtive 
and nimble wit, a ſweet and ſugered tongue,a rich Memory, and a powerfull and. hap: 


PY Tpagrmees » and was wdeed an exgellent; Dancer, and-Sipger, andwithall-a oft. 


and exquiſite Muſician ..:. But as yet De Salez warlike and generous reſottition 
could not be {a-ſfophe made flexible, to embracethe notion ofa wifezy;and fo returnes: 


his 


pectally 
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his deniall in ſtead of his conſent : but his wiſe old father Argentier , being th 
fore the more curious of his ſonne De Salez his proſperity and welfare , auſe 
hee apparantly ſaw hee no way regarded, but every a _—_ it himſelfe; (his 
ſonnes exorbitant reſolution P—_ although he knew that Madawoyſelc 
LaFrange had wany xoble Suitors, who ſought her in marriage : yetrelying upon 
his ancient acquaintance and familiaritic with the Preſident de Clugny, as alfo that 
that daughter of his, and this his Sonne were of both parties their onely children. He 
taking time at advantage, breakes with him about this match : whereunto De 
Clugny hearkens rather with delight than diſtaſte : for if there were any diſparitie 
in the dignity of their Offices, hee well knowes, that Argextiers blood and wealth 
did atleaſt equalize, if not exceed his 3 orif hee conceited any ſcruple in his 
thoughts, which impugned or impoſed it, it was onely becauſe De 8alez was a 
Soxldier , and not a Lawyer , and conſequently delighted to uſe his Sword before 
his Pen, and to weare and preferre a Scartet cloke before a Blacke. But then 
againe, theſe repugnantand averſe reaſons were as ſoone buried, as borne , and 
defaced, as conceived and ingraven in him 5 when he conſidered that he himſelfe 
in his adoleſcency was of the ſame humour and inclination, and therefore that 
Experience had made hima Preſident to himſelfe , that Time was both the reformer 
and refiner of manners, and that(in all well borne and well bred ſpirits)the Precepts 
of a father, and the {weet converlation and counſell of a wife, had power to meta- 
morphoſe the conditions ofa young huſband 5 whereupon the old fathers often 
meet and confult hereon , and fobeihg fully agreed on all conditions, they likewiſe 
appoint a ſolemne meeting for their children, but the effett and iſſue of this their 
enterview,will not coreſpondandanſwer their deſires. 

La Frenge (as wee have formerly ſaid) bemg deformed and crook-backt,was no 
way agreeable but diſplealing to De $alez , but hee being atall, andneattimbred 
Genileman, of a faire and feminine complexion, ſhee inltantly moſt tenderly af+ 
fected , and dearely loved him. Ina wort, 1 maſt the ourioſitie of the 
Reader briefly to bee informed and advertiſed, that as thee beheld him with the 
eyes of Love and Deſire, {o.did he her with thoſe of cortempt and diſdaine, ſhee buil- 
ding caſtles of content in the aire of her. thoughts and hopes , that Heaver would 
make him her hufband 5 and hee rafing both her and ber memory our of thatof 
his contemplations., vowing that Earth ſhould never make her hiswife. Thus 
though 'the Parems have already ſhut up the Contratt ,' yet their children hall 
_ hveto AIPEG ry wt , = wee ſhall drm of tragicall aceidents 
which are providing, and a ready to impugnecit. Parents thinke #6 
be the coules] Do nhl ſtill bee the AF afertin ate if his ſacred and 4j- 
vine Majeity make themnot fioſtin Heaven , they (hall never ſeethent folemnized 
norconſummated on Earth. 14 

And here, tomake an orderly progreſſion in this HifFory , the Reader muſt 
hkewiſe underſtand, that of all other of LaFranges Suitors,, noneſoughther with 
ſomuch importunity and impatiency , avthe Barox of Vaiymuartve:, whoſe chicteſt 
houſe and lands lay betwixt Aigne-mortes and Narbone (a Nobleman of ſome this 
ty yeares old, who {like many others: of his ftampe and iranke) hab ſpent the 
greateſt part of his youth and meanes in Par, 'm laſcivieuſly debauthing and te- 
velling with the ParifanLadies and Dames: ſothat-the wvanitie oflhis pleaſures 
and expences making his Jandsfly away peece-meale ,' andthe devaſting and fall 
of his trees and ware, by ing the reſ{tof his Mannors ſhake, anexample and 
preſident for all other Galfams 'toiobſerve and beware of?) hee leaves 
I ens Fo rien tight nd decode remeron 
to Levgieder, "where hearing id T3olouſe of whe Preſidio id or whdhel 
muſt ſolely leave to kizsonely childeangdida La 5” Whowas 
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now marriageable , hee reſolves to ſet all his other buſinefle and deſignes apart, 
and ſotolay liege and ſeeke her of her fatherand ſelfe in marriage. Now to take 
the better direction, and obſervation of this Hiſtory , wee mult likewiſe under- 
ſtand that this Baron of Vaumartin was of a {wart complexion , a dwarfe of ſtature, 
and every way as crouk-backt as LaFrange » which the more flattered him in his 
hopes ,- andegged himon inhis purſute, hoping indeed (though with as much 
Uanitie as Jenorance) that thistheir corporall reſemblance would the ſooner in- 
duce -and draw: her to affe&t him : :but his 4rithmetique, or rather his Indgement 
willdeceive him : for it is conformitie of Hxzeors ard Inclinations, and not of faces 
and bodies, which breedes and: inflames a ſympathy in affeftions- But hee is re- 
ſolute in his reſearch , and fo better loving the fathers wealth, than the daughters 
Beaxtie , hee well aſſiſted and followed (with a traine and equipage worthy of his 
birth, and hermerits) firſt ſeekes the daughter of her father, x her (clfe of her 
ſelfe. As for the old Preſident de Clugny , hee hath heard of hisdebauſhed pranks 
and ryots-in Paris, and therefore yowes that his wealth gotten with wiſedome, 
and purchaſed with providence , ſtady, and care in his Age, ſhall never pay for 
the obſcene; pleaſures and vicious prodigalities of his Touth : and ſo with many 
verball complements (refolving that hee ſhall never triumphin the conqueſt of 
his daughter) he in generall tearmes puts him off. As for La France her ſelfe, the. 
{weetneſle of De Salez complexion and perſonage is ſo deepely imprinted in her 
heart and thoughts, that it is impoſljble for Vaumartin' to ade any admittance 
orentrance 5 for ſhee ſpeakes of none but de Salez.,thinkes of none but of de Sales, 
nor wiſheth her ſelfe with any but with de Selez. Againe, ſhee wonders at V aunar- 
tins ſimplicitie, in ſeeking her for his wife : for if ſhee hate deformitie in her ſelfe, 
how is tteither likely or poſſible that ſhee can love it in her huſband ? No, noz 
though de Salez will not love La Frange yet La Frange, muſt and will love de Sales, 
and. none but him-3 and therefore ith de Salez his ſweet feature is a pearle in her 
eye, needs muſt Varmortin be an eye-lore to her 3 yea, and if modeſty will permit 
mee to ſpeake or write an immodeſt truth , her heart doth ſo burne and flame in 
loyeto de Salez, that both day and night ſhee many times with ſighes » ſometimes 
with teares, wiſheth her ſelfe either impaled in his armes,or he encloyſtred in hers: 
Now by.this time Yaymartin hath full netice and advertiſment of her affetion 
devoted to none butto de Salez, asalſo his [leighting and diſdaining her : Where- 
upon encouraged by this,and diſheartened by that,he leaves no coſt, cate,or curio- 
lity (either in gifts, [amp mulicke, or _ unattempted, to crowne his 
wants» rather. than. his deſixes and pleaſures, with this though deformed, yet 
rich heire £4-Fravge :\-ſo leaving him to his yaine ſuite in courting her, ſpeake 
wee a little of de Salez, ,-that (ith hee will not afteft La Frange, we may yet obſerve 
and diſcover which way hee intends to -ſhape the courſe of his affections and 
reſolutions: /! . WAY 21clt oh erat | 

; Foralbeithee had formerly addicted himſelfe and reſolutions to bee a profefled 
Souldier, yet[Peacecalling. him home now to Plegſare, and that to effeminacy, a fatall 
and dangerguywice, which inthe iniquity oftheſe our times, and depraved man- 
ners-not\onely/mo(t -ipſenſibly ,creepes,into common Souldiers and Conman- 
ders, buyglſointoall Armies, and into many Eftater and Kirgdemer, (till to the diſ- 
paragmept;oftheir glary,,/ and ſometime to the price of their ruine,, and perill of 
their ſuby 3 hee began to let his Colours hang/duſtie, and his Pike and Parti- 
zanruſtieby the walls,and.to frequent the company of Ladjes,which the old Coun- 
ſeller his father obſerves with F dame (run in the end he ſhalldraw himto affect 
and marry.LaF range: ___ pes of his will proove vaine, and this his joy will 
fone becxchanged rrow.,and metamorphoſed into affliction and miſery:for 
that his /or utly reſolved to. marry, tistrue, butas true it is,that he is fully re- 
ſolved nevert machleflc to marry Le Erange- _ [Ot fucit 22d " 
V7 _ wW 
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Now wee muſt underſtand, thatin Tholozſe there dwelr a Merchant of Silkes, 
or as wee in Englesd (ay a Silk-man , termed Monfiexr de Sonlange, rather re* 
puted rich of others, than knowne ſo of himſelfe ; and yet being an old widdowerz 
ro the end the ſoonerto get him anew wife, hee puts a good face on. his eſtate 
and maintaines himſelfe, familie, and houſe, with great pompe and expences, 
hwing no ſonne, but three faire daughters, all marriageable ; and. yet (our of 
embition, and in Emwetios of the Gentry) ſeverally knowne and ſtiled by their ti- 
rles, notby their names, as Meſdemoyſeller de Karſy, Ls Preverte, and Lo Hay, all 
famous for their beauties, and indeed for their pureneſſe and excellency thereof 
juſtly reputed and held the prime Birds of the Ciry, and yet the. youngeſt of 
them Ls Hoy wasthe Phesix ofall the three : for ſhee was ſo ſweetly faire , and 
fairely ſweetof compleRion, as ſhee drew all eyes to doe homage to hers 4 fo as 
it was almoſt impoſſible for any man to looke @n her without loving her, or 
to gaze on her without defiring her : for her body was ſo ſtraight and ſlender, and 
the roſes of hercheekes ſo deliciouſly gracing the lillies, and the lillies the roſes, 
chat the greateſt Gallant eicher of che Ciry or Countrey , held himſelfe not bbly 
happy, but honoured with the felicicy of her preſence and company. Bar ini 
one word, to givetheſe three ſiſters their crae charaQters, de Aſarſy and Ls Pre-verie 
- were farre more vertuous than La Hay, though Ls Heywere farte fairer than they * 
for as Religion and Pictie was their chiefeſt delight and exerciſe, as more defirous 
'to embeliſh their ſoules than their bodies ; ſo wanton pleaſure and vaine laſcivi- 
onſnefſe was hers, asrather delighting topleaſe and adorne her body than her 
fonle, chey being more vertaous than faire, ſhee more faire than vertuous, dif- 
ferent inclinations andreſolurions ; theſe as happy andblefſed, as her wretched 
and impious : their ations might have beene a Preſident, yeaa Pilot to have con- 
ducted her fame as well tothe Temple of Hozowy , as to the harbour of immorrtall 
glory, andof glorious immorralicy, bar (hee vowes ſhee will prove Prefidentro her 
ſelfe,and her . pleaſure ſhall bee « Pilot to her will, alhovgh ſhe miffe the Temple of Ho- 
#owr,to find out that of beaſtly concupiſcence , and che harbovr of immorrall glory, 
ro ſaffer ſhipwracke upon the thelyes of inglorious infamy,anhd the rocks of infamous 

dition. | | | 

— To this Monſievr de Soulanger houſe the beauties of his three daughters, but 
eſpecially that of Ls Hoy, and withall her pleaſing anderaQtable affabilitie, invites 
many young Gewtlemes, and the eminenreit Citizens, who there paſſe their time in 
courting and converfing, indancing , ſinging, and the like, whereunto the Youch 
of Fresce more than any other people of the world are inoſt licentiouſly addiQed ; 
and as rhings are beſt diſcerned and diſtioguiſhed by rheir conrraries forthe yer- 
tues of De Marſy and Ls Preverte were made more apparant by Ls Hayes vices ; and 
her laſt and wheredomes were more palpably notorious in their chaſticy. O that 
ſo ſweere a creature ſhould bee ſubje& to ſo foule a finne, and that Beanry the beſt 
gift (andasI may ſay the gold) of Natzre, ſhould bee thus vilified and polluted -{ 
with the eaſtly pleaſares of carnall concupiſcence andobſcene ſenſualitie ! For | 
aye mee , I wrice it withas much griefe ro my ſeife , as ſhame roher, ſhee wasto 
prodigall ofher favours ; for ſhee imparted them liberally unto ſome for love, bar 
. unto moſt formoney, not caringeo whom ſhee proſtiruted her body, fothey fil 

- ted her purſe , thereby to ſupporr her pride, and maintaine the excefſe and vanitie 
of her bravery ; and yet ſhee was ſo ſabrill and cautious therein, that althoagh ſhee, 
were aprofelled ; ſhee would nevertheleſſe publikely ſeeme apure and 
———_— z andrhe berter tofortifie her fame, and ro make cherepuration 
of 'her Chaſtity paſſe curtent with the world, fhee would ſivcare all thoſero con- 
ecale her fayonars, on whomſoeyer ſhee 1 edand beſtowed them : but if this 
laſcivious ſobtiltie of hers haye power-to bleare the eyes of the world,” how can 
this her beaſtly finne of fornication bee unſeene of God, when the windowes, "_ 
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and beames of her chamber, yea her yery . bed whereen ſhee hath ated her whore- 
domes ſhall one day give in evidence , and ſerve as witneſſes againſt her ; yea, - and 
be petitionersonearth, that God will require and reward them with vengeance and 
confaſion from heaven. 

Now, among the reſt of thoſe deboſhed Gentlemen , who devoted their 
laſcivious ſervice, and ſacrificed their fond affeftions ro Ls Hays beauty, in 
come$our Þe 8tez to inroule himſelfe one ; who, feaſting and ſurfetring his eyes 
onthe delicacies of her freſh and ſweerte complexion, leaves his owne fathers 
houſe, rofrequenthers ; yea hisdefires are ſoluſtfally inflamed with her beaurie, 
as with his belt art andpolicy hee lyes cloſe ſfiegero her chaſtiry, and with ma- 
ny gifts, requeſts and oathes, ſeekestoendeere herto hisdeſires and pleafure': 
Bar ſee che ſabrillty of this laſcivious young Covrtiſas ; for knowing De Sher 
deeply inlove with her,andto bee the onely childe of hisfather, and hee one of 
the richeſt Councellors of Tholowſe, ſhee conceives a plot in her head, to 
a fiſhing ro make him her husband, and fo beares her ſelfe wonderfull modeſt 
andcoy, caſting a cloake and yeile of chaſtitie over her unchaſt- deſires and 
ations, as if ſhee were now a virgin, yea a Saint to him, though heretofore 
ſhee had many times played the Strumper with others : but her denyall doth 
rather inflame, than quench thefire of his luſt, ſoas making many affaults to 
raze downe the defences of her refuſall, that hee may enter and rake pofſefſion 
of her heart and favour, his beſt Art and Oratorie proves vaine ; for ſhee out- 
watdly retires her affe&tion, thereby the better inwardly to adyance and finiſh 
her purpoſes - ſothis repulſe of hers makes him hang his head , and become 
penfive and melancholie ; the true fignes and ſymptomes of a fooliſh and 
fantaſticall lover, as in effe& wes fhall ſhortly ſee De 8a/ez will prove himſelfe : 
for the colder ſhee is inaffeftion tohim, the hotrer is hee in luſt with her, for- 
getting the warres, yea, his diſcretion, himſelfe andall, rocrowne his defires 
in enjoyingher : the which ſhee well obſerving, beginnesto triumph in her 

good fortune, as thinking him already fairely come to the hooke, and fo h 
that ifthe line of his foZy and her good fortune and wit hold, ſhee will ſoone make 
him her. husband, and her felfe his wife: For bavingformerly met withmany 
knaves inothers, ſhee now begins to reſt confidenreither ro finde, or make 
a foole ofhim, thereby to ſerve as a yeile to over-veile her whoredomes : Hee 
pleads hardtoher for love; ſhee replies , ir is impoſſible to finde love inlaft : Hee 
yowes hee willdie her ſeryant , ſhee ſweares ſhee will never live his ttrampet: Hee 
proteſteth that fhee ſhall ſhare ofhis eſtate, ſhee tells him plainly that ſhee had 
rather live apoore Wife, than die arich Conrteſan : Hee replies, thathee adores 
her beautie 3 ſhe anſwers, that ſhee knowes no other, bur that he only ſeekesto 
prophane and defile it. And here, with more facilitie ro make him ſwallow 
either aGull, aGudgin, or both, ſhee by ſtealth permits him toccull ſome kiſles, 
as wellfrom the cherries of herlips, as the roſes ofher cheekes + andin' the 
Interim like an bypocritall —— queane, reads him many - le&nres 
en the purenefſe of Chaftitie , andthe foulenefſe of Luft, onthebleſſedneſſe of 
AMarrigge, andthe wretched eſtate of Fornication. : GS ere rv gg AA 
let, whoſe ſpeeches are med with Yertze; and yether a&ions , and 
are polluted and infefted with Yice : difſembling Syrexe, who caſts forth bir: 
terſweer inchanting tunesand charmey to pleaſe the ſenſe, andyer purpolely 
topoyſonthe ſoule ; pills of worme-wood candidin fagar,- honey to:the pg- 
late, bur gall rotheſtomack 5 A fatallrocke whereon many inconfiderate and 
deboſhed young Gentlemen have unfortunately ſuffered ſhipwracke, '” a wretch» 
ed Gulph: and Labyrinth, which containes all varietic of endlefſe _ 
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_ andcalamities, whereunto -whaloever eaters with pleaſure, is ſure toretire with teares 
curſes:,-and repentance ; A'plague ſentus from heaven in ourage for a juſt guerdon 
and recompent* ot the finnegand folly ofour youth, And into this intricate Labyrinth 
and batromleſſe Gulph'of miſery and calamirie, is our ra(h and luſttall young Gallant, 
cheerefnlly encring and ſteering his courfe, without either the Starre of hope, or 
compaſſe of felicitieand lafety, bearing/out toppe and top Gallant, yea ( asI may 
fay)with all theſayles of his follybearing; and with the Flagge Enfigne and Pen- 
danrs of his obſcene and lafeiyious defires, playing and dallying in the Aire of Ls 
Hayes fagall arid-infect ious beaurie-; which hath ſo-folely ſurpriſed his Judgement, 
captivated. bis:thoughts, and-'eclipſed--his diſcretion, as in her abſence and pre- 
ſence tice £xcolls as well her: Pertnes as berrrbeaute to the Skies: : vowing that a 
is ſo' faire a Nymphby and ſo pure; /iroine , as thee deſerves rather to hee his wife 
then his Strumpet s. or rather-nort his ſtrampet but his wite : 'And fo ewo moneths 
being paſt ſince -HMee ficſt frequented her ; and ſoughr ro ſeduce and obraine her to 
his laſcivious defres; and ſeeing (difſembling queane asſhe is). char therein ſhee bore 
her ſelfe infinirely chaſte 'and modeſt; and rhat 'ir was impoſſible for him to ob- 
ſerve or-remarks: ary orker; | inclination/ or teſtimony, either in her word or carri- 
age,; hisgwits aze{ſobeſorredand intangled in the fecrers of her beauty, - that hee pre- 
ferres her ſweet feature and complexion, a thouſand times before Le Frances, de+ 
formed 5 and; vowes: that hee had rathet die Ls Hayes ſlave, than eyer live to bee 
Le Fringer husband : But: this folly-of his in the: end ſhall coſt him deare, and 
ſoleade himroanother, farre more unraturall, and as] may jaſtly ſay, damnable : 
Bnt wee muſt ptaceed orderlyin this Hiſtory, anddoe therefore reſerve that pare cill 
anon; : Clean 4qes! | ' | 
By this rimethic flie ſubrileje, and ſeeming chaſte behaviour of £4 Hay, hath ated 
wondersin D: Sotz-heart, ſoasſhee now hopes confidently, and ſhorely ro play her 
priſcin ſurpriſing him,for heigextremely amorousbeſorred, and as I may ſay,drunke 
withthe love of herleife and beauty -- ſo.ona Sunday, as ſhee returned from Peſprer, 
repaitesto her fathers houſeroſee her,: whotn hee finds in her chamber alone, warcing 
and attending him; having purpoſely dighred her ſelfe in arichnew Gowne and Petti- 
cote, and trimmed and adorned her ſelfein her gayeſt and moſt curiovs attire, there- 
by with more eale and facility to draw him co her lare: Soas herbeauty being both ſe- 
conded,. and graced by her.apparell, ſhe fo raviſhed his heart, anddehghred his fences, 
as hee cannot refrainefrom kiſſing her bac chis hony of her lips, willin che end prove 
poyſonto his heart: And here againe hee layes cloſe fiege to her chaſticy,bur Kill ſhee 
gives bim the repal(e and refaſall, 'as if hee were a Djaze, and noYVeww : Hee vowes hee 
doth affe&t,and williever honourher;' And hee, thatif bee honour her, will (til affect 
him:In che way of Love,quoth hee, 1 ani wholly yours;;and quoth ſhee, in that Honowy 
I willnor bee mine owne but yours: 4 wiliquorh heen all attcRion both live and die 
your ſervant; and replies (hee;In'all chaſtity ; {I will-live to die your handmaid : Hee 
affirmes, hee cannot bee morg.hers in hearr;-than hee; is;nor I quoth ſhee, lefle yours in 
laſt, than Tam :! It is quorh hee my Lege, which makes mee report ſo much; and quorh 
ſhee iris my Fere which makes me affirme holede:why quoth be, hould my love pro- 
cure-yorr Feere> My fearc,quoth ſhee, iswholly ingendre<d and derived fromyour luſt, 
burnatfrom your Love © Iprayexpreſſepour ſelfe,quarh he ; th+replics, my bluſhes 
maygbut-wy.topgne daresnot.; Quath-be,, did youraffetionequalize mine, Ls Hey 
would accept; of Be Sokz;; 'and nor refuſe him.;;Nay quoth-ſhee, did De Sets 
know:;;how. -infinicely -mine;.cxceeds bis, | hee. would ngt refuſe | La Hay, 
panatoreroFi0r :> Why queth hee, :&.Sa{ez defires none bur 44 Hay, Nor quorh 
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with his owne laſt, and animared and encouraged by her ſweet ſpeeches, he very joy- 
fully (yer falſl;) flattering himſelte with the conqueſt ofher favourand odatbneytlice 
the door, & like a moſt laſcivions & diflolure Geni/eman,takes her in hisarms, 8 ſtrives 
to convey her torhe bed,reſolving thereroinrich himſelfe with morethen kiffes, yea, 
ro reap the froir of his b-aſtly pleaſares and obſcene andbrutiſh defires, but his 
ſhall deceive him: For althuugh Le Hay be a Courreſan in hearr, yer ſhe will notbee fo 
in rongue,eſpecially now, where ro get her ſelfe a rich husband, it behoves herto play 
her prife in Choſtity,as if ſhe were as vertuous, as faire, and aschaſt as loyely ; Where- 
fore exclayming,and ſtorming atrhis his laſcivious atrempr and enterpriſe, levelled at 
the defloration and ſhipwracke of her Hozowy,ſhe with a violent power,& anenraged 
violence, unskrewey her ſelfe forth his armes,and wich a world of hypocriticall fighes 
-and ceares flies rohis Ponyard, which hee had throwne on the rablezand unſheathi 
ir, yowesthat ſhe will bee a ſecond Lecyretis, and that if ſhe cannot kill himbefore he 
have defiled and defloured her, yer that ſhe will affuredly murther her ſelfe after; be- 
caale ſhe is fully refolved,thar her chaſtity (hal our live her,nor ſhe her chaſtity; A reli- 
gious and Honowreble reſoiution of hers, if it hadproceeded from achaſt and ſan&ified 
hearc, but alas,nothing lefſ:;for ſhee ſpeakes ir our of ſabciltie,not out of Fertwe,onr of 
Policie, no way out of Pietie : de Salez by this time having wholly loſt his jadgement in 
the ſweet & roſeat garden of herdelicious complexion, vowes that he is now as de 
ly in love with her chaſtity, as formerly with her beauty. When ſeeking toappeaſe het 
Choler, and to pacifie her Indignation, a3 alſo to-give truce ro his own thoughts;8 con- 
tent to his defires; he ſweares he isſo farre from intending her any diſhonour,as he is 
reſolved rodoe her all the honour of the world:Yeaſo farre,as iFfſhepleaſe,heis ready 
to accept her for his wif*, proteſting, that of al the maydens of the world, he is deſirous 
to be husband to none bur her ſelfe, and rhar the fault ſhall be hers, if he make nor his 
words deeds. Le Hay having her thoughts tickled with delight, tofreareche pleaſane 
melody of theſe his ſugred ſpeeches, doth therear her ſighes, and drie 
up her teares : when throwing away the Ponyard, and making him a moſt reſpe&fall 
courteſie,and grarefull reyerence, ſhee withextended armes runnes to him;and hangy 
about his neck,vowing that ſhe lovesno man inthe world bur himſelfe;and in conſen- 
ting tobe her husband, ſhee will till death yield,not onely to be his faithfull wife in ac- 
rending his pleafures,bur his obſervant handmaid,to receive and obey hiscommands: 
and ſo they interchangeably greer each other with thanksand kifſes. Bur yet ſheknow« 
ing that his father Argiztier wasboth rich andemineat, and her ownepoore and of a 
farre inferior ranke, ſhe is ſo poliricke & abril in themanaging of this heraffe&ion, 
as ſhe isreſolyed ro make ſire worke,and todo nothing by halfes: b asknowing thar 
words are but wind, 8 what de $slez promiſeth her now;he may either forget or deny 
to morrow, ſhe intends tocatch-ar opportunities forelocke,and fo with a ſweet and in- 
genious infinnation,drawes him to give her a Diawond Ring in token of ,& 
ſhe inexchange rerurnes hin1a ſmal gold ES CERILES yext 
her heart. And yer conſidering, that his father would very ly (ornever) 
bee drawne to tothis match, ſhee can give na trae content to her de nor 
Grisfa&ion ro her feare, before ſhe have united and linked him to her,m a more firi&- 
er and firmer bond of affurance 4 when not onely feaſting, bur as it were ſu 
him with m_— of SI berhinkes her _ rr ta& of her wir for 
attempting, as of hisfolly forperforming : | irc Hi "(which 
ſhee accompanied with many amorous, yer difſe hes. nfl ſhee rod him 
fh* would farurely exceed him'in conſtancy, &now outbrave him affeQtion:when 
wn, «= and paper, ſhe writes him a ome, andfirme afararice of 'hers ſelfe 
unto him (inthe manner of a conrrat)an aa age)" 
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ticall, ſubſcribes her name and figne ro it, and berwixr fighesand bluſhing, ſhes delivers it 
him;no way «Joabcing, but ratheraſſaring herſelfe,thar he would require her wich the like 
curtefie and obligation, as-indeed che eyent anſwereth her deſires and wiſhes: For De Sakz 
havingnow nopawer left higto ſee by hisowne eyes, I meane, by choſe of his judgment, 
but onely by theſe of his intemperate paſlion, and paſſionate affeQtion, hee is ſo farre from 
deſcrying(much lefle from ſufpeting)her policy,as very fimply and fotti(hly he attribures 
jircothe fervency of hereffeQion, the which hee interprets andentertaines, I know not 
whether with more jay, or delearion ; and ſo vowing not todye her debtor for Corteſie, 
he yery ra(hly,and.inconfiderately writesanother tothe ſame efteR,and flyes fo farre frem 
wit or difcretian, a9 to ſhew himſelfeher ſuperionr in aff tion, as well asin ſex hee pur- 

ofely curs bis finger,. and ſo firmes hisname thereuoto with his awne blaud, and then 
wich a million of kiſſes delivers it her, vowing that her pleafure fhall bee his law in the ac- 
complithing chereok:onely he prayesherfor a time to be ſecretand (ilentherein, far thar 
he feares he thall hardly draw his Father to conſent hereunto, the which ſhe very cource» 
oully grants him:and ſa he triumphingin her beanty,and ſhe in his wealth, he ja her youth, 
and ſþe in his firmplicicy, they for that crime. pare,nor doubcing bat they ſhall ſhortly reape 


the fruites of their matrimoniall defires and wiſhes ; for till chengſhe ſweares(chough with 


an equivocating reſervation to forſweare herſelte)(he will ive a moſt pure andaniported 
Virgin,and that as the leaſt of her affeftion and courtefie towards him, ſhall be ſmiles, ſo 
che moſt ſhall be kiſſes, | | 

Bur this(affe ion or rather folly)of De $alezincontating himfelfe to Ls Hop, ignot ſo 
ſecrerly borne,but as her former unchaſticy was @ generallargumert of talke rg the. whole 
city of Tholowſe : ſonow this of her ſubcilty and. forrane, igsthat of its ugiverſall prac- 
ling and admiration, occaſioned and redoubled by the oppofite conſiderations of 4rges- 
tierr knowne wealth,and de Sewonges ſuppoſed poverty 4 and agains of de Saks luppaſc d 
chaſtiey, and of de ks Hogzr notoriouſly knowne whoredomes. And as Fae ig till fo ratling 
a gaddefſe,chat eyenrs and accidents ofthis nature can hardly be congealed,and difficulely 
ſappreſſed and ſmothered : ſa by this time contrary rathe expetations end hopes of apr 
two young lovers, the old Counſellor 4rgetier hath.agtice aFthis unlooked-far newes, 
and of this unwiſhed for familiarity berwixc his fanne,and that ſtrampet Ls Hay, wbeo con- 
{ideringthe great oppoſition betwixt de Clygey's Nobilicy and wealth and 44! Soalengen 
meane extrattian and poverty; as alſo by a true and uncontroleable 4witheſie. comparing 
the foale and enormous vices of Ls gy wich the fiyees $raſplengant yertues of Be Bren 
he(as mnchdiſdayving char match,as defiring this fox his ſnnne, very hakily fendsfothim 
intothe Arbor, where purpoſely atrendiaghim,he wirk lightaivg.n hislogkes,and chyn- 
der mhisſpeeches,lapes before him the Gmplicicy,apd ſactifhnelſcafbisreſolanon, inpree 
ferring £4 Ha before Lq Frevge.a ſtrumper before a virgin, and aPedlars braybefore avich 
gentlemans anely caughterand heir, ſhewes him the iafamy ofthe firſt, andrhe.giory of 
laſt marchzrhere his unavoydable miſery, bere hjs bappineſſe; mn. ohe figſt higmect 
roine and ſhipwracke, and in the laſt, higipfallible proiperiey 4nd feliciey. :.anibſoincer- 
mixingehrears with teares, with a paſſionate paterasll affection, bee endeavurtch- 4a 
perſwade him toleave £8 Hoy, andgo marry £4 Frange z 108 it not,: hes voregatid fwearey 
wholly codiſiaherithim,; and from chenee-touh aces repute oreſteeme bia-tor his 


Bur de 8dlez his fooliſh vanity, and vaine affetion ip himſelfe, rowards Niynewcon- 
tracted Love, £4 H4y, isfogreat, and conſequently: his filiall abedience 1) his facher © 
ſmall,as notwithſtanding this his wholeſame adviſe and connſtlh- he isfilt refolore and 
conftane to preferre Ls Hay before £a Frange, the beauty of the one; befare thy defarmass 
ty of the octher,his owne content before his fathers,ani}-$9x/dgageneſitaroand birch brfure 
the great wealth and noble extraction of De Clugay:but this xraſhnafle, mdifcretiba;and ins 


Now if Argeavicrhave a” curious notice of his fonnex familiarity 
Bert 2 with 


\ 
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with that faire yet lewd Currezan Ls Hay; nolefle hath La Frange, who poore ſoule is fo 

deepely inamoured of fe Solez a5 the very firſt newes and corceir, thar another ſhould in- 
ioy him,and not herſelte,for very griefe and ſorrow, ſhe ſeemes ro drowne her ſelfe in the 
deluge of her teares. His father is chollericke chereac,ſhe monrnefull;he incenſed, ſhe 2Mi- 
Redzhe inraged, and (he perplexed and rormented: his paffions and anger proceeds from 
ſaſpition, that he ſhall ſo ſoone find a danghter inlew in /s ey, ber ſighes and teares 
from feate,thar ſhe ſhall ſo ſoon lcoſe her Love though not her Lover, his ſonne de $glex;. 
Againe the argament of his choller, is/s Hazes unchaſtity ard poverty, and the canſe of 
her diſc-nſolation, de 89k% his wealth and vertnes : likewiſe ſhee ſees that Argentier hath 

no reaſon to hop2, that his fonne will marry herſelfe, ſach is her deformity, and againe, 

that he hath all the reaſons of the world, as well todoubr, as feare,that he will wed L; Hey, 

ſach is her beauty : But ſich de Solez will beare no more reſpe@t ro his farher, nor effe&tion 

role Frange,leave we therefore h1s father Argentiers paſſions,and /4 Franges perplexities, to 
be appealed and qualified by Time,or rather by God, the Author and giver of time, who 
outof bisall- ſceing providence and facred pleafare,onely knowes in Heaven, how beſt ro 

difpoſe and manage the aQtions of earth , and ſo come we to other unexpeRed occurrents 
andevents.which like ſo many enterieQing.and intervening poynts,are contained within 
che circumference of chis Hiſtory, 

I have ſolong inſiſted or! the affeQions of de Sales and Is Hay, as but to the judicions 
and remperate Reader it would ſeeme toappeare, that the Baron of Yawmertis,hath whol- 
ly forgotren to remember his to his Lady La Freege : But co put thatdoubt our of queſti- 
on, and this queſtion our of doubr, we ſhall ſee him returne rootoo ſoone, to aft a part 
not ſo religions and honourable, as bloudy, upon the Theatre of this Hiſtory : For by this 
time both hiscredicors and his debts are growne ſo clamorous, and his reputation and 
lands fo neereforfeited, for want of difingaging, as to ſecure the one, and ro provide for 
theother, he knewes no other invention nor meanes bur to gaine L9 Frenge to his wife : 
when agit were provoked b precipirated on by the neceffiry of this exigear, his thoughrs 
trave heaven to flye t&hel}, and conſequently fly from Ged to Sathan, to conſult how ei- 
ther by the by; or the mairic he may obraine her; yea, though wich the perill and hazzard 
of his owne life,to cutoff theirs , who ſeeke therein ro prevenc his defires and defignes. 
In'which helliſh ratiocination, he as devoyd of Regſon,as that is exempreither of Greceor 
Piety thus redfonerh with himſelfe : De Clvgay hates me, for ſeeking ro marry his daugh- 
rer,and that time may remedy for me; but w© is worſt of all ſhe loves De 89s, and ſeeks 
and defires'to marry him; and this I muſt remedy intime, if I everexpec to obraine or 


_ enjoy her and ſoreſolves romeke him away : bur is asyet irreſolure how to perpetrare, 


and in whatmanner to finiſh fo execrable abufinefſe. Bur this is not onely the voyce of 
bis malice;but the ſenrence of his reyenge,that De Selez muſt dye : wretched Yawmartis, 
nnworchy to beare the name ofa man, much lefle of a 5ares,but leaſt ofall of a Chrifties,in 
thar becauſe De 8akez hates Ls Freage,and ſhe loves him, that therfore thon wilt not love, 
bar hare him; or becauſe ſhee loves bim, and not thy ſelfe, that therefore thou wilt kill 
him,cthat ſbe-may love thee. See,ſee,raſh,and inconfiderate Nob/emes , how treacherouſly 
the devill hath hood-wink'd, yea, inveigled thy judgement, & beſorred thy ſenſes, to kill 
one that loves thee, to kill, I'fay,a Gewtlewes who hath nor offended thee, bur is every way 
thy friend,no way thine enemy : or ifthouthink it wiſdome, that covetouſnefſe muſt re- 
deeme thy former prodigality , «lar, las, canft thou yetbe ſo cruell ro thinke ic either 
lawfoll or religions,thar future murther ſhould either occafion or authorize it? Burthe 
Deuill hach ſo tarre prevailed with his impious reſolutions, that againe he reſolves, De $4- 
ks maſt die : and yerthou thinkeſt poyſon as unworthy of him, as he is worthy of chy 
ſword; ſohbad thy laſt reſolarion been anſwerable ro thy firſt , affare thy ſelfe thou hadſt 
| more .and notſo miſerable: for aspoyſoning was the invention of 
the Devill, and js praiſed by none bur his agents; ſo this diſhonourable point of honour 
ro fight Duels,was never inſticured by God, nor profeſſed by thoſe who really profeſſe his 


Goſpels; 
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Goſpell ; yea, it is not onely truely to difhonour God, in ſeeking falſely tro-prefrveonr 
owne Hozour and repurarion, bur we zffuredly ſtab at the Aateſtie of the Creator, in ſeeking 
ro deface man hiscreaturez and roufz bara word, as it is repugnant bothro Natere and 
Grace. ſo thowgh it begin inthe hear of paſſion and pleaſure,ic many rimes rerminates in 
Rcpcnrance,bur ſtill in crne intamy and miſcry. 

Bur Yaumaatins faith being ſo ſtrong with Sethan.and ſo wrake with his S8viowy he will 
ror t-ke 4 law trom Religiom togive to his Eevie, but rather takes one from his Eevie to 
give tu his Religion;and ſo very prophanely and raſhly by his Lackey Ls Roſe, ſends De Soles 
this Challenge. | 


| UavMARTInNnto DE SALEZ. 

F thou ſeeks the cauſe of my mualice.thou wrayeſt finde it inthe Lady La Franges off: iow to thee; 

and hatred to my ſelfe : wherefore hold it not frrangethat I now command my Pew 10 navite thee, 
andihy ſword to mret me to morrow on hor ſe-backe without Second; , 'twixt five and ſixe in the mor 
ping behinde tte] icobins Garden, Love ad Valour thowke cet, ere never capable of anuch ex 
pofintatian ; as deſirous rather to be tryed in «Giow, thaw ſcene is words... Could that ſweet Lady; 
( who twill nos be mine. becanſe thou art h:14 ) have affected eve more , or theel:fie, wee might hove 
proeved ar true friends , or now our reputations coniure us et hey t0 live or dje, Honorable 
FOCATer. : . 


VAYMARTIN. 


Ne $alez having received and read this Challenge, doth not a little wonder at the 
Barouof Vanumariiar ſtrange paſſion and reſolution, in ſending ic him, eſpecially , fith hee 
knowes that the motives and grounds of his malice were ſounjuſt and frivolous: fo, 
how tq anſwer him, ds yet hee knowey not;. foras hiz Generofery one way invites him 
to fight, ſo-his diſcretion another way perſwades him from it ;- Bur conſidering the 
pooreeſteeme he makes either of the Lady La Frenge , or her affeQion, thinking ic folly 
to fight without cauſe, and to hazard bis life withour reaſon, he calls for Pen and Paper, 
andasa wile, yer valiant Gentleman, by hisowne Lackey, returncs the Borowof V evenars 


Pg 


tis this anſwer. 
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Deg SALE? fo VAVMARTIN:. 


| 


ſee 


T will 2M] be read to givere 
"bis re of mine,1 ks ow 


TIE 


: $5 + - - 1,385! J y . Ns 1 - D 10 p 
» . : Z ? n » _— ”% 4 S - U 5 G | 

1:102 hes ?n 233th 10) ;:1:8920 102 797 DEJA LE. | 
5 . . Ty . 4 [ : L _ < Fg 1 
7, $3V* .*/ os V 973 {1 rn 4T.. , if I | i142 | «© {7 OS} \ ,Þ i} fi NOI, 


if. » nary | | $a $503 hed ads @ 22 ht 5 
tru Shron 87% ant 20 2111? 01 (B98 1101141 Y | m1 30 
Kd 


7 


> 
wgh 
goet 1, 
- << *, 
, - 
«> & _ - 
vv - = 
"t A . 


- 


198 (Fods Revenge againſt Murther., Booke Il | 


Vanmartis having received and peruſed this Letter of refuſall from De $akez, hee our 
ofthe heat of his paſſion;B8 heighr of his folly,repures it rather tocowardiſe,than diſcre- 
tion in him-z and fo his courage and revenge the more inſulting and inflam'd therear, hee 
bending his browes(as if Contempt and Exvie fate wreath'd in the furrowes thereof ) very 
ſpeedily againe returnes him his Lackey, with this raſh anſwer : 


Vaumartin ta De Salez. 


Hy Anſoer gives mee no ſatizfattion, fith1 know that to deny thy affetion to the Lady 

La Frange, is to deny the light of theSunne is Br brightef® aud botteft Meridian , 
weither are the grounds or foundations of my Challenge either wninft or falſe, ar thow in 
thy, falſe Proſpe@Five endeavoureſt to meke mee ſet or beleeve : for being ignorant who is vhy 
Miſtris, 1kwow thou reſolveſt to make xo Lady of the world thy wife but La Frange, ſo &, 
Tcannet rightly. define whether thy proceeding with mee bee more ſubtill or malicious, or tg 
whot eadtbou 'ſhowldeft attemept the owe, or pratfice the other towards mee, waleſſe out of , 
premetitated reſolution and-purpoſe, thereby to make thy glory the wore apparent and cog. 
ſpicnovs inwy (ham |: 'Wherefore fiththy friendfhip is falſe tomee, I wuſt, nay I will ſee if 
thy velowr | will, prove true. to thy ſelfe, and whether the effe®s of thy Sword bee ar _grent in 
ſubſtance, as the vanity of thy Pen depaints them, in fhew, and oftentatiov : ſo wy Challenge 
1 ftill eny Reſo!mtion, andthe performance thereof muſt bee mine, except thow reſolve 10 live with gs 


much Injany\ as the concluſion of thy letter promiſeth thou art ready to dye with Reputation aod 
Honour. 


a 1 Vaumartio. 
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thier apon ribbes,giving him onely a raze or ſcar,but a any 
danjer ofearh; fo they murually conſent to breath: but their ambirions and courage of 
both fides, are ſo and inflamed, as alchough they are all bloody, yet this will 
will nor ſuffice: ſo they fall to it againe, and in this cloſe De Soles his horſe ſtumbles wich 

him 
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bum; when cat Vawmariin,( though a dwarfe inſtature, yer not m Valour and policy} tak-- 


' Ingehe 4duanrage ot this accident, gives him firft alicke orc his pace, and thenrunnes him 


at the ſhore ribbes: bur Je S$alez rayningnp hi: horſe, procued fauourable to him; for 
by that meanes Yawmariins word merand glanced on arib,wirhour doing him any farther 
hurt..De S«& {ecin; the redoubling of his wounds, begins ro redouble his courage, and 
diſdainiog thus to be outbraved and beaten by a Pigxzey, he lyeshome ar Yavmortis, and 
ar thzir very nextcloſe, runnes him thorow the body, ofa deepe and mortall wound. a 
little above the navell; wherear his ſword preſently falls one of his hand to the ground, and 
hee immediacely likewiſc: from his horſe ſtarke dead, withour having the Grace or happi- 
neſfſe, either rocylon, or narne God. O what pitty, what mifery is ir, that a Chriſtian ſhould 
cic like a beaſt, having neither power topray, nor felicity ro repent. Thos we ſee rhe 
Challenger ki'led, and hee who wou'd have murthered a ſtranger, murthered himſelfe by 
a ſtranger: a Leſſon to reach others ro beware, by che Tragira/{and mournfull end of this 
ra/h Nobleman. De Salez ſeeing Faumartia deed, praiſerh God for hisvitory; and fo 
{eaving his breathlefle corps to his' forrowtull Chirxrgion, he gallops away to rhe next 
Village, where he cauſerh his wounds tobe dreſſed,and from thence provides for his ſafery. 
All Tholoue rings and reſounds of this diffaſterqus and Tregicat accident: De Clugny is glad, 
that Dz Sok:z hath eſcapeddeath, yerforrowtull that Yaumertis is killed, in reipe&t hee 
feares hee undexiooke this quarrell for his daughter La Franges fake: who hearing thir De 
Sakz, wounds are no way mortall, infinitely rejoyceth, and triumphetch therear,flartering 
her ſeIfe ( though with this falſe hope) chat he affefted her farre more dearer than he 
made ſhew of, or elſe that he would never hive fought with /4umarti» for her ſake; nor 
have killed him bur for his owne. And thus, though humanitic made her grieve for Yaw- 
wartins death, yetthar griefe of hers wasasſauddenly converted into ioy, when ſhe faw 
he received it by the hand of De Salez, whom ſhe reſpe&ed and affeted more dearerthen 
all the Genrclemen of the world. Now, - as for his father Argertier, the life of his ſonne 
likewiſe wiped off the rememberance « | Feuerartiaedeath,and yet it grieved him inward! 
that he ro whom he gave life, ſhould give death to another:and farre the more.jin thar ch 
unfortunate accident muſt now enforce him to be quay from that grave Court of Par 
3, for chis murther perpetrated by his ſon, fith he had formerly fo often pleaded 
for juſtice againſt ochers, for,che like crime and offence; Bur all theſe joyes of Argentjer, 
DeClugy, and his daughter Ls Frange, are nothing to thoſe'of Ls Hay for che life” ri 
victory of her deare De 8alez: leaping as ir were for meere content and pfeaſare, 
ſhee ſhould ſhorely ſee, and inioy him for her husband, and that God hath both reſcr- 
ved aadpreſeryed him to crowne her with the ſweerneſſe of this deſited f-Riktie. a 
Thus while Ls Fraoge and Ls: Hoy triumph and congratulate. the rerurne of D? SH, 
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of the Duke of Ventadowr) they obraine; So, this geht gf his, is remicted in Earth 
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than leave La Hay totake la Frange: whereat his father Argentier reneweth bis choller, 

and revives his indignation 8gainti him, as defi-ing nothing fo much in this life, as to ſee 
him mar ic d to /a Frexge,but he ſhal never livero ſee itz for there are too many difaſtcruus 
accidents preparing tocruſſe and prevent it. 

Whites theſe things happen in 7holoſe, there berides an unexpected and unwiſhed 
buſizeſle, which mutt call away Argemiier © Paris: For the Lords of the Privie counſell of 
Frezce having rec-ived ſome informations & grievances againſt the body of the Court of 
Parliament of Tholowſe, command them ſpeedily ro ſend up ſome D 'puties to anſwer ſuch 
matters as (ball beubjeRed ayainſt them ; whereupon, the gravitie and wiſdome of thar 
Court, in obed:ence ro cheir ſuperiours, eleCt two Preſidents and foure Counſ lours to 
undertake that journey and bufine ſle, among whom De Clugsy is choſen for one of the Pre- 
fidents, and 4rgenticr fc rone of the Counſellours:as indeed their integritie and profound 
Wilde a06 experience tad made them eminent in that Court. As for De Clgsy at his 
importonateze.quel(( made ro the Court) he was Ciſpenfed with, from thac journ: y; 
by alleadgiog that his age and (ickenefſe made himaltogerherunfit to undertake ir: bue 
all che evaſians and excules, which Argentier could make, could not execmpr him, bug 
he muſ} needs ſee Paris. Bur firſt, betore his departure he had a long and ſcrious confe» 
rence wich de Clugay, how toeff<& rhe ſo long deſired match of his ſonne and danghcer, 
the finiſhing whereof was referred till his rerurn from Paris, which [weet newes infigitely 
regoyced and delighted the young Ladie Ls Frange, and the immediate night bcfore 
he was to take Coach, hee calls his ſonne de Sole to him, and witha perſwaſive and 
powerfull ſpeech, requeſted him in hls abſence ro Love /s Frenge, which hee in plaine 

' tergmesp oreſted and vowed to his father, he could nct; then hee conjures him, never 
romarry /s Hey, which likewiſe he would not grant: and to conclude, fith ffs father 
could 'nat prevaile in the two former, he commanded him upon his blefling, rhar he 
would never marry any Wife whatſoever -wichoat his conſent, the which indeed de 
Salez could nor denie, butfaithfully promiſed his father; ' yea, and bound it withan 
oath, yet ſtill hoping, rhatit was at poſſible for him to draw his fatherto conſent hee 
ſhould marry /s Haz, a3 it was gzithpoſlible for his farher ever ro perſwade him ro 
.marty ls Frange: and fo that,night the father rakes leave ofthe ſonne, and hee the 

ext. morning of his facher, wiſhing him a proſperous journey, and ſpeedy returne: 
bo ſaſpe&t ,. and fearing, that inhis abſence, contrary to his requeſtsand prayers 

'his Soune el onely abandon /s Freage to frequent Js Hay; hee. being arrived to 
"the Cutie of Towres, chonght him ſelfe bound in Netwre, aſweltfor his owne content, ' as 

Hlsfonnescranguillitie and proſperitie; againe, to fignific him his mind in ſome few 
liges of. adviſe and counſell,. and to fend ithim by the ordinary Carrier of Tholouſe 


"which was then in that Circie, boundthicher from Porje: hiz letter ſpake thus, 


ApGEuFIERODE SALE. 
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forſake 4 /trumpet totahe a Shine, theumarry Ca Feang? audleave Ln Hay, for fooke what Jiff:- 


rea:e thertis betwe2m! th:ir birthr, thow ſhilt find: tenn: times more betw2ene the chaſtity of the 
one, and the l-vitieof the other : if thou eſpouſe the firſt, thou ſhalt finde Conrent and Hononr , 
if th: ſeco»1,ſhim: and repentance : for | know not wh:ther La Frange will bring rhre wore happi- 
meſſe, or Ln H iy ewiſery, This | etterſha/t ſerve ar 4 witn:ſſe betwixt Gol, my ſelfe, ans thee . 
that if thru per forme we uot thy promiſe eno3th, 1 wil deny thee my bleſſtog, and deprive thee of my 
lands, 


AxGaNTIER, 


De Salez having received this: his fathersletter in Tholouſe, exceedingly grieves toe 
bim diſgrace his miſtrefle, by the ſcandalous name ofa ftrumpet, which hee knowes ſhee 
isnor, and cherefore will never beleeve ir; yea, hee vewes, that if it were any othet in 
the world,--who had offered him that incollerable affrone, hee wonld revenge rc, though 
wich the price and perill of his life. .s Hoy perceiving this diſcontent and alreration of 
mirth in him, but from what point of the Compaſſethis wind proceeds, ſhee neither 
knowes,nor as yer can conceive : but witchall,derermineth to make the diſcovery thereof 
her greateſ} Ambition, and not herleaſt Core; which ſheenow well kaowes it behoones 
her to doe, fith ſhe finds De Salez leffe free; and more reſerved and penſive in her ſpeeches 
than accuſtorned :\ Bur when.in vaine ſhee had hereunto uſed many ſmiles and ferches, 
loe here falls out anunlook't for accident, -which bewrayes her the very pith and quin- 
reſſence of the Miſtery :: For on atime;wken hee lay'{lumbringonthe table, ſhe as accu- 
ſtomed, diving intohispockets for ſweet meares, or rather for gold ( of both which,hee 
many times went well furniſhed ) ſhee findes his fathers( aforeſaid ) letter, which ſhee 
knew by the direGion ; and'fo fiyinginto anotherchamber, and bolting the doore af- 
ter her, ſhe there reades it both with griefe and choller; when ſtangto the quicke, and bic- 
ten tothe heartand gall, roſeeher reputation and Honour thus traduced and ſcandali- 
zed by the father of her pretended husband '; ſhe with tearesand interjeftedfighes and 
grones, flies backe to De Salez,, and holding thelecter it Her hand, like a difſembling and 
impious {trumpet as ſhee was, there ſhewes ir hin, takes Heaven and Earth robeare wit- 
nefle of her innocency,andof the irreparable and extreame wrong bis father hath offered 
her, in ſeeing to [eclipſe the Glory of het chaſtity, which ſhee ſweares ſhee will beare 
pure and unſparted,nor onely ro his bed; bar ro her owne grave. Bur Alas ,olss, theſe are 
the effe&s and pallions of diflimnlation,norof trath ; of her prophatieneſſe, nor of her pi- 
ety, which time willmake apparent to De Safez ; rhoough now her beauty and ceares bee 
ſopredominate with his judgement andfolly, as hee cannot, becauſe hee will nor ſee ic: 
So being ſtill as conſtant inhis forrſbneſſe,' 8s ſhee in her hypocriſie ; hee gives her ma- 
ny ſweet Lifles, and witha Catalogue of ſiigred words, feekes to appeaſe and comfort her, 
whom hee hath |farre morezeaſon>toi:execrare and curſe. Bur for her part, her heare 
1snot ſo afflited,. for remembring herſelfe,  fti!l her wits are her owne, and ſoremem- 
bring the concluſton ab thelerter, and fearing that DeSdkz his promiſe and oathro his 
father, mightinfringe and contradi& his to her, ſhee tels him, thather love is fo fer. 
ventand infinite towards him, as ſheecangive nointermitſion, nor truce to her teares, 
before he reveale her his oath and promife, which his fachersletcerinformed her hee had 
formerly made him. | + 6 "2 "ave 

De Salez ſeeing himſelfe-purtoſo ftrift an exigent and. puſh, doth both blaſh for 
ſhame, andagaine looke pale for anger,” when fora ſmall rime, ' irrefolute bow ro beare 
himſelfe ig a matterofjthisdifferent Narture, wherein hee muſt cither violate his obegi- 
enceto his farher,or infringe his fidelity andhonourto his miſtris; heat laſt'( conſenting 
with folly,no: withdiſcretioo, and 'with Vanizy, no: with Indgement )doth ſoadore her 
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beauty, and commiſerate her teares, ashe (oteiſhly reveales herhisoath, given hisfather 
( Verbarim as wee have formerlpunderſtoodit ). addiog withall, tharſhe hath farwore 
reaſon to re toyce,thangrieve hereatz Thata litcle time ſhall cancel} his aid late promiſe 
anq oath co his facher,andcoonfirme his former-to her-: For ſweet Ls Hay(quorh he)come 
what witLtwo monechs ſhall neverpaſſe,creI marry thee,when ſcaling his ſpeaches with 
mary kifles, onr hypocriticall sMiced Gentianemes is preſently againe cometo her ſelfe, 
and ina!l ourward appearance, her diſconrentrs are re moyed, her choller pacified, -her 
teares exhaled, and her fighes evaporated and blowne away: 

But al! ehtsis falſe, like her ſelte, and creacherogs like her beanry z Forthis lerterof 4-. 
geniier ro his ſonne,and his promiſe and oath to his father, hath ated ſach wonders in her 
hearr,and imprinted ſuch extravagancies in her thoughts, as ſhe cannor ealaly remoyeor 
ſupplant ir,nor difficuttly forget ordeface ie, wharſoever ſhee ſpeake or make ſhew of to 
the contrary, forthusſhe reaſoneth with her ſelfe : That her whoredomes are already re- 
vealed to Argentier,andforany thing the knowey, may likewiſe bee diſcovered to his ſon, 
how cioſely toever the either at orconcealethem. That Za Freages deſcent, wealth, and 
vertnes, will intheendoverpriſe and weigh downe her meane extraction, poverty and 
beaury:and in the end thatthe wiſdome of the father, will infallibly eriumph over the fol- 
ly of the fonne, except her policy interpaſe, and her vigilancy prevent it; whichtopre- 
venr and effe&, the ſees no other obſtacle ro her:contene,nor barre toner preferment,bur 
onely Ls Frange : for, quoth ſee, if Ls Frange ſhine in the fiemament of De Sake; affeQti= 
on, 1, He mutt ſer;orif Ls Hay will ſhine, Le freege wulſt ſer: againe,if ſhe fall nor, I can. 
not ſtandzand if ſhe ſtand;F muſt needs fall , andaqtheskic is not capable of two ſonnes, 
lo both of us cannot ſhinein the Horiſon of his beartand ehoaghtsaronce : exceptthns, 
that Ls Hay, may live'tb ſee LaFrange his wite;; andherſelfe his » When barnj 
wichtalſe zeate co De Sales. and true inveterare malice to Ls Fyenge, the forgetting God, 
ſwaps a bargaine withthe Devill, zhat Ls Fraoge muſt faſtpoe ro; her grave, ere £8 Hey" 
cometo his bed, and fo refolves eo-facrifice her aa Yitiwme to her malice and jeloulie, and 
to fend her outof this world in an natime Helliflv Apboriſeves, Infer- . 


wile thatinieeds not_anely gallop, but fly rohell 


redouble thy tormenrs 3 as firſt of whoredome. 
woman, how dareftthouſee earth, or 

ſa odious, andrhy pretended ones © mon- 
For alas, 
dos this to 
devill to de- 


due rime)willfnde thee ourandboth ſevere 
thee: - no2 brig | 


ro: | 
poylon ; whether ſhee confider themanner, or the 
4 a | marcrer ; 
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matter; If the Divell himfelfe had not invented this uoparalleld craelcy, his agents 
and inembers had never knowne how to have adminiſtred and praftiſed it. But ha- 
vingreſolved on the drug and ingredienr, ſhee now berhinks her ſelfe of ſome helliſh 
Empericke or Factor of Hell, xoapply and give it her, andher inveterate and imph- 
cable-hatred making her curious in thereſearch and inquiry thereof : ſheis at laſt ad- 
vertiſed , thatrhere isanold Trelien Empericke in Mompellier : tearmed 8. Bernardo 
Aichade, who is his 4r#s matter in that infernall profeſſion, when wholly concealing 
chismyfRery and'buſinefle from De 8alez, ſhee by a fecond meanes, (withpromiſe of 
ſtore of gold) ſends away for Michael from Mompellierwho in hope thereof, packs up 
his drugs and rrinkers,” and within three day arrivevatTholouſes, 'where ſhee thinkes 
no whereſo firand ſecret-asrthe Church ro conſalle' and reſolve on this 'bloody 

bufines, the houre iseighrthe'nexr morne, and theplace the Cordefiers, (or Grey Fry- 
&7r) Church, appoinred and apreed on hetwixtthem, where they both meer, bar ſhee 
(che berrer rodiſgaiſe her ſelfe, and tobleare the eyes of the world) wraps her ſelfe a- 
bourinagreart furred cloake', and muffies her ſelfe up with alarge coyte of velver; 
arida vich raffata fcarfe overit, as if ſhee were ſome prave andreyerendold/Marron : 
'Gbeing brought to each otherspreſcnce, they beitg both on their knees, hetohis 
booke, and ſheroherbeads, ſhe propofeth him rhe poyſoning of Ls Freage, dangh- 
cer rothe Preſident de Chegy, for the ſhe promſerh ro givehim rhree handred 
crownes ofthe Sunne ro performe it; whereof he ſhall now have one inhand, and the 
othertwo when he harh diſpatched her. 3#chaele like alimbe ofthe Divel, being deep- 
ly inilove;and allared with this gold ,urderrakes ir;when ſwearing ſecrecy,and withal 
to-performe it within ten dayes, ſhe gives him the hundred crownes ryed apin her 
Handkercher,and ſoforthatirime they part, = | 

Good God, what prophane Chriſtians, what monſters of Netwre, and Divelsin- 

eanare- by profeſſion are theſe, thnsropollute and defile the Church ordain'd for 
prayer, with the price and fale of innocent blood, a moſt prodigious and helliſhim- 
 #iety; > fince rhere is no finne ſo odious or execrable ro God, as that which is maf- 

d withipiety , andovervayled wirh the cleake of fanctiry ? Arid what adamna- 
bleyonng ſtramper, and old villaine are'they , in ſoholya place to'treare and con- 
<dade-fohelliſhabuſinefle ? bur beware, for the ſword and arrow of Godt jaſt re- 
venge, andrevenying Iuſtice, threatens yee withnolefſe, cthenarrer confuſion and 
deftrection. 

Ly Hoy infinitely gladotrhis agreement, returnes from the Church, and- Michs- 
eecs glad of hergold, (being informed of La Franges deformity, and to loſe no 
time) trips awaytowards Preſident deClugny his houſe”, raking that for a fit occa- 
fioti ro affay to make hisdaughter become hisParient, and hee her Empericke : who 
fleeringly infinvaring, & &krewing himſclfe into his knowledge & acquaititance, 
(inwhichprofeſſion'the Eompiricks and Monntebanks of Ttalhy , come no way ſhore, 
burracher exceed allather Nationsofthe world) hee proffers him his beft ſervice 
8& kill, roredrefſe & reforme rhe body of the young Lady his daughter, adding 
withal(chereby road rhe more'beliefe & credicto his ſpeeches) that hee is ſo- Farre 
from deſpairing or donbring,as he is very confident rhereof : atid in the phraſes 
& myſteries ofdiis profeſſion, giveshimn ourward appearance mmy inward and 
phauſible reaſons to induce him to believe ir. The good old Prefidest who preter- 
ring the cure of hisdanghter before any other earthly reſpe&, having heard of 
Afichaekes fame, begins to reliſh his reaſons, and yet not Ignorant that che Movate- 
bunker and Charkitons of 1tch , ate Coufih Germans to the Alcumiſty of Fragce, who, 
promiſe to make gold of drofc; and yer only bringforthdrofſe for gold, hee holds it 
fit to-take aconſu of thelearnedft Phyficions, and expert Clirargionr br the 
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City , Waereunto Michaele willingly conſents, ſothey fir, being fix innumber ; Ms- 
cbaele (delivers them) bis rcafonsro recrefſe the deformity of this yong Ladies 'body 
(che Freſsdent ker faiher being preſent) whoſe reaſons are heard, and controverted 
ot al fides bezwixr hem the concluſion is,foure are of opinion that this cure is repug- 
nant;tathe grounds pt Phyſeche,.andihe principles of Cbirwrgery, andtherfore impeſſi- 
blero beeffected:the other ewoare of a contraryjudgement, and held it fealable;and 
that many times God blefſech rhe, Art and ſabours of a man, not onely beyond expe- 
ctation,bur allo beyond hope and reaſonsſo.De Clugsy ſeeing that theſe two with 244 
chaeke were three againſt foure, hem reſpeRotthe rendercare and affeQion he bore his 
daughter,reſolvestgimploy him, and gives bim an hundred double piſtollersin hand 
ro artempt itzwith promiſe of azmuch more, when he-hathperformed ir; whereofthis 
milcreantand helliſh Empericke Mithaete being exceedingly glad ,' he betakes himſelte 
to his bulineſſe, vifges che yong lady, who promiſeth bim to,rcdouble her fathers ſum, 
if he make her body ſtraight : when ro reduce his impigus contemplation, intoinfer-= 
nall ation, he outwardly, applierh playſtersand ſeare-cloths to her body,and inward 
ly admijniſtre th hex pilsand potions;and(Qgriefe rg write it)therein wfuſeth deadly 
poy ſon, which heeknows at the. end often days wil affuredly make a divorce berweten 
her body and ſqgl-zand ſoſendthat torhedeath of this world, andthis tothelife of 
chat, to come. Sp this. (weert and inrocentiLody (Wiſhing good to.erſelfe, andhurt to 
none inthe wor!dfirſt finds a gid din; fle and ſn: imming in her head;and within ſome 
6x dayepatrer (in which time the poyſon;haddifperfed ie ſeifthroghour all-che:yeins 
and. pores of her-body )” many ſharpe gripes, and bitter throwes.and convulſions, 
whereat her father gri-yes, andſhe weeps;anely,that graceleſſe yillaine her Emperic 
bids them be of good comfort, andihat rhe, more pain, and griete; ſhe ſuffered; ;the 
berter and ſpeediex, hope there was of ber, cure, hug, yer inwardly in_his devilliſh 
heart, knowes thatth- poyſon. eff: Qually operated and wrought with her.as hee de- 
firedand expeQed,and that by thelc intal;ible (ignes and fimptomes, his patientdrew 
neere towards the, perigd of her cr.d. Whereupon: he repaires ſecretly to: Lg Ho, 
and bids her proyidethe,reft of his money ;tor that La Fronge. could not poſſihly live 
two dayes toan.cnd, bo t ſherriumphing and rejoycing with much alacrity; 
againe promiſeth,ichim : and indeed the helliſh Art-of this;execrable = 

doth not now.deceive him , though in the erd, the malice of the devill his Door 
will: for juſt as the tenth day was expired; this harmelefle ſweet young Ladydies,to 
the incomparable and unſpeakable griefe of the good old Preſid-ar her father z3\for 
thatſhe was the Sraffe of hisage, and the chiefe andcnely comfort of his like who 
diſconſolately and. mourntully ſeemed rogdrowne himſclfe in teares berear;-cur 

the houre that he fi;ſt ſaw this accurſed Empericke, Michadle, who had robbed binfof 
his bnely joy and delight, of his deare and ſweer daughter Zo Fronge. But this :mur- 
drous Michaels having learnt of the devill to feare no colours, meanes to ſtep a foor 
from Tho/oxſe, and ſo ſends privately for Ls Hay,of whom he craves the performance 
of her promile, for that (quorh he) he hid performed his. Why (-quoth. L, Hg) is 
that crookbackt dwarfe Ls Frargedead ? She is gone (quoth Michaele ).co her eternall 
reſt : whenTqy Hey nor able to reraine herſelfe for exceſſe of joy;runnes to him, gives 
bim che orher hundred crownes, together with many kifles, which take (qnoth ſhee) 
asa pledge ofmy continuall good will rowards thee, when againe ſwearing ſecrefie, 
they bath take leave eachof other and part. | 5 yd 

. The newes of Ls Frauger death, ratleth and reſoundeth over-all 7 holosſe;, her 
kinsfolke grieye at it,her friends lamentit, and all who cither kgew her, ari her 


rohave been ty flop and hinderance of their maitiage, they areſo kane with 
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- joy hereat as they ſeeme to conteſt and envy each other, who ſhall firſt bring the newes 
hereofeach to other : yea, the exceſle of De Salez his joy is as boundleſle, asthat of La 
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Hayes delight,fo that he ſeemes to flye to her fathers houſe, where ſhee with out-ſpread 
armes receives and entertaines him 3 and there they mutually congratulate each other 
for this her death,he aftirming and ſhee believing, that La Frange being gone to heaven, 
it ſhallnot bee long ere the Church make them man and wite on earth. In the meana 
tune,he being —_— ignorant of her poyſoning,and yet the oldPreſdext her father,and 
the reſt of her friends ſuſpeCting it;they cauſe her 900 bejopened:and although they 
find no dire& poyſon, yet remarking a little kinde of yellow tincture on her heart and 
liver,asalſo ſome ſhew thereof through her frozen veines:T hey cauſe Michaele to be ap- 
prehended and impriſoned, and fo procure a Decree from the Parliament to have him 
rack'd:At the newes whereof, La Hay is extreamely tormented and perplexed, as well 
foreſceeing and knowing,that her life lay at the mercy of his tongue: wherefore to for- 
tific his ſecreſie,and therby to ſecure her owne feare and Janger,ſhe by a confident friend 
of his,ſends him a hundred french crownes more, and promileth him to give hima rich 
Diamond werth as much againe 5 chit before) being extreamely coyetous, and the 
Devil(reſembling himſelfe)ſtill ——_—_ to him onthat ſtring which moſt delights bijm, 
his heart is ſo devilliſhly obdurated,and his fortitude fo armed and prepared,as his pa- 
tience and conſtancy not onely indares, but out-braves the cruelty of his torments, 
and ſo he is acquitted of this his pretended crime: but he hath not as yet made his peace 
with God. Y 2 | 

And now is De $alez reſolved to make a journey to Paris, to draw his fathers con- 
ſent that he may marry La Hay, but the wiſdome of the Father ſhall anticipate the foll 
of the Son, for he having heard in Parzs of La Franges death,and (til fearing,that becauſe 
of his frequent familiarity with that ſtrumpet La Hay, he will in the end marry her. Hee 
in Paris buyes a Captaines place for him in the Kegzment of the Kings Guard, and like- 
wiſe dealt with a very rich Counſellour of that Court of Parliament, named Monſrenr De 
Brianſon,that his ſonne may marry his eldeſt daughter Madamoyſele de Pleſſir.a very ſweet 
and faire young Gentlewomar 3 and the old folkes arealready agreed on all NG, 
onely it reſts,that the young,ſees and loves; To which end Argentier writes away with 
all ſpeed to Tholow{e for his ſonne De Salez tocome up to him, who before he had recei- 
ved his fathers letter, ( as wee have formerly underſtood)was ready to nndertake that 
journey:La Hay infinitely fearefull and jealous toloſe her prey, with Crocodile teares in 
her eyes, and Hyeraaſpettsin her lookes 3 informes De Salez, that ſhe feareth that his fa- 
ther hath provided a wife for him in Paris,but he vowes and {wearesto her, that neither 
his father,nor the whole world,ſhall make him marry any other than her ſelfe,and ſo af- 


ter many embraces and kiſſes, he takes horſe and leaves Tholoyſe. 


Feing arrived at Paris, his father very joyfully bids him welcome, and referres to con- 
ferre with him till the next morning,but ſuch is De $4lez raſtineſle and folly, as hee hath 
no ſooner ſupped in company of his father; but he prayes to ſpeake with-him. Whenthe 
ſervants voyding the chamber, hee or pry huge humbly beſeeching him, fith that Ly 
Frange is dead, hee will now bee pleaſed that hee may marry Lz Hay,wliom, quoth hee, I 
onely afte& and love before all the maides of the world: His father exceedingly incen= 
ſed hereat,vowes that he had rather ſee him fairely buried in his grave, and that of all 
the females of the world,hee ſhall not marry La Hay - and ſo for that night they betake 
themſelvesto their beds, the father grieves with his ſonnes folly, the ſonne with his fa- 
thers averſeneſſe:The next morne Argentier cals for his ſonne. When the doores ſhut, he 
bidghim ſhut his eyes to his fooliſh familiarity with LaHoy'o and now taopen them to 
the preferment,he hath purchaſed him, and ſo relates him how hee hath procured him 
the honour of a Captaines place,in the Regiments of the Kings Guard, as alſoa very faire 
young Gentlewowax for his wife,tearmed Madamoyſele De Plejſzs, the eldeſt daughter of 
Monſiexr De Brianſon,one ofthe richeſt — of Paris: But De Salez having; his ou 
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and thoughts wholly fixed on Le Hay, with a diſcontented looke;, returnes his father this 


— - 


perverſe and diſobedient replie. 


That he will not accept of the Captaines place, nor once ſee De Pleſſir, but that hee is 
conſtantly reſolved, either to wed La Hay, or his grave,whereat his father is ſoextream- 
ly incenſed,as with much paſſion and choller,he commands him henceforth,notto dare 
pl much as to name him La Hay, ſwearing by his $eviowr, that if he do, for his obſtina 


 & diſobedience, he will difinherite him, as deed he might, having himſelfe purchaſed 


three parts of his lands and revenewes, through his care and induſtry in his profeſſion, 
and ſo much diſcentent and choller, leaves in his Coleagues of Tholouſe, who are already 
wayting and —_— comming. | 

De 8$alez is all on fire at this his fathers bitter reſolution againſt him, and ſtormes 
and fumes, not only __ the bonds of reaſon, religion, and humanity $5 butalſo 
beyond himſelfe. For fith La Hay is his ſole delight and joy, and that his father hath 
vowed hee ſhall never marry her, his affeQion to her, makes him reſolve to difpatch 
his father, yea, his head conceives ſuch murtherous thoughts, and his heart attraQts, 
and aſſumes ſuch degenerate and devilliſh blood againſt him, that like an execrable 
wretch, and a helliſh ſonne, diſdayning to take Counſell from God, and therefore ta- 
king it from the devill his bloody Twtor and Abettor, he vowes he will forthwith rid his 
hands of his father, and that he will therefore ſend him into another world , becauſe he 
would give him no content in this. 

Oh wretched monſter of Nature, Limbe of the devill, nay a very devill thy ſelfe, 
thus to reſolve totake his life from him that gave thee thine 3; Foule ſtaine of man» 
kind, bloody Paracidious miſcreant, can no reſpet cither of thy naturall and filiall 
obedience to thy kind and deere father, or of his white haires, and venerable old age, 
reſtraine thee ? or no conſideration of thy conſcience or thy ſoule, of heaven orhell 
deterre thee from this bloody, inhumane, and damnable defigne of thine, in laying vi- 
olent hands on him ? O me, where are thy thoughts, where thy ſenſes ; where thy heart, 
thy ſoule, to att ſoexecrable and infernall a Tragedie,on him without whom thou hadſt 
not been : on thy father, whom by the lawes of Heaven and Earth, thou oughteſt both to 
love, honour, reverence and obey. 

But De Salez being reſolute inthis inhumane rage, and implacable malice and fury, 
watcheth how he may take time at advantage, toeffe&t and finiſh this his bloody bu- 
fineſſe, and one night after ſupper, hearing his old father complaine that hee found 
himſelfe not well, and commanding his Clarke De Bwiſſie, very early inthe next mor- 
ning to carry his water to Do&or Salepin, a famous Phyſician, whoſe chamber was far off, 
inthe place Mawbert, he himſelfe lying in Grenneles (treet : De Salez thinkes this a fit op-= 
portunity to diſpatch hisfather, the which, O a thouſand griefes and pitties to ſpeake 
of; he accordingly performeth. For the morne appearing, his father having ſent away 
his Clark with his water,& betaking himſelfe to ſleepe till he returne;His watchfull and 
murtherous ſon; having purpoſely made himſelfe ready; and through the key hole and 
cranies of the Chamber doore, eſpying his father ſleeping, he intends that this ſhall be 
his laſt :When ſoftly ſtealing into his Chamber, he (incouraged and animated by 
the devill) & approaching his bed, as exempt of feare or grace, without any more delay 
Or CIFcu ifles his father betwixt two pillowes;when leaving him breathlefle in 
his bed;his face expoſed to the ayre,and the doore ſhut, mes 7 the maſter of 
the houſe, the good morrow, and ſo tripsaway as faſt as he can, to the figne of the ſwan 
within Saint Howoryes Gate 3 and from thence rides away to Saint Clew, ( twoleagues 
diſtant from Paris) to ſee Gordyes gardens, fountaines, and houſe wherein that exe- 
crable and damnable 7cabine Frier, Jaques Clement 'murthered the third King 
of France; but with an intentto returne to his fathers lodging immediatly after din- 
ner, and to plead ignorance of the fat, and withall if occafion ſerve, to ſtandupon 
his innocency, and juſtification, as indeed he did. Now his fathers Clarke De Buiſje, 
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returning in the morning from Dottor-8alepir, emting hismaſters chamber, firids hiat 
ſtarkedead, and almoſt cold-m his bed : whereat hee makes many bitter outcries, and 
grieygus exclamarions ::theman of the houſe hereat aſcends thechamber, infinitely 
laments, griey2s at this forrowfull accident and ſpectacle, vowes to De Buiſſjethat hee 
{aw none whofoever in his honſe, muctlefle in his maſters chamber, and that hisfori 
Moninſtewr de Salez)departedas foone ashe himſelfe : they ſearch his body, and finde it 
no way wounded, fo they belceve and refolvetharſome ague hath carried him away 
yet they hold'tt: rather wiſkdome chan folly to acquaint the Liextenant Criminal there- 
with, feating l-ſthe might after ſuſpefeither violence er poyſon : So heecomes, con+ 
ferxes-with his fon De Sales; with his Cherk De Buiſhe, and with the man of the houſe;he 
viſitsthe dead body, findsonely his head ſomewhat ſwollen, which his Phyficiansaf- 
firmg,inay bee is ſtrivingand ſtruggling with death. When the Lieureriant, out of 
hs7cdle andintegritie to-Juftice, having informed! himſclfe of Doctor 'salepir, of De 
{er being with him, asalfa from Saint Clox of his ſonne De Salez,' being there timely 
i1&iemorning,and withall, that his Trunkes were all ſafe, and nothin many they 
COIPS 


baniſh all ſuſpicion; and without farther enquirie, or doubt, commend the dea 

tothegrave': whole funerall;;with exteriour ſhew-of extreme griefe and-ſorrow, De 
S$alez, pertormes in Paris, with all Decencie: and: Dibcoram, anſwerable inall reſpeRs to 
his fathers. ranks. and quahtie. . But wee ſhall ſhortly ſee this maske 'of his devillifh 
hypoerifie: pulled oft; antt-this inhumane) particide. of his; both ſhamefully , and 
Serply .cercags . by the guſt judgement. and! finger of :Gbd : The” manner is 
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:..'T his harmeleſſe and innocent old-father 4vgentier,/isno ſooner laid in hisuntimely 
grave, buthis bloudy and execrable ſon De. Salez; within eight dayes after leaves. Paris} 
and -returnest© Tholouſe 5, where alreadythis ſorrowfall newesis diſperſed and divuly 
, being for his vertues and integritie of life, generally bewailed of the whole Citie, 
| wars, erence impudent Ez Haytriumphs hereat, and herveric heare 8th ts 
dance for joy hereof ; {he-welcomes home her 'De $alez with a(wortd of ſweet and: ſu- 
gred killes, wha as glad of her preſence, returneshor them witha ptentifull 4nd prodi- 
gall intereſtz bythis lufifall. laveto heris (ofervent; and his folly inhidfelte ſo per- 
verſe and obſtinate 4 ashe hath ſcarcetthe patience; much leſs th&reſpettiandmodefty 
to\weare blacks for his father ſix weekes, :butcafts chein off; takeson gaudie; and'9car4 
let:apparrell, and veric ſoleminely aleeSblofhes Wheteby-axrefpe& ofthe inequa« 
litie b{xheir deſcents and-ineanes: buteſpecialſy,ofher whori(ticonditions,he chakes 
Is er rratI 4warI: era 2109 bog maid © £491 galgm !dnn 
::Rurpood G . what a provhigious :and helh{h matchisthis;\fith manand wife,” ind 
both ore Murthtrers 3 Ol execrable and mijſerablt witches, O bloudy and: impious 
milgreants; fon fire 4f this maririage of yOurs prove hiippie,'I may boldfytmdirruly fay;) 
thera will nevetary-proyeunfortunixeand miſetable;z For alis; alas, whatdoe thoſs 
wpiguganddambable ctimesbt theirs. deferveraddportends:burmiſeric, rajne;/and) 
confuſion of all-fides?; neithesfhall:thecuriofirie:of outenquiris carrie usfar} before 
me t avpion ond befallthem2il rot anifencyt 2 privintt band od wad oben, vt 
hag boar ret ub TN 

{© AUS! t neverio haveknowneaes ſec 
dell and chaſe Dietahetoowy ſeed fheetsan debauthed :yea;hjismiferisizſc' 
TE I En ne 
& Order 3; aud&4motertric houre, geſpight of Ins care andjealouficy:claps aCucw 
Gone eatherin dis Hat { which to/prevent and. remedic, kezrfirlt adcuiniſtzerh: 10s 
and prefwevons,:nodghtd complames to-her fathers But theſe are: tov iweake 
s.and. ac40rg6% : ;to:prevaile with' foan(atiablea Strumpety ſons hee 
xained.tdgd« Ren gba 222 We cd blowes to his —_— 
| - ut 
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* But as it is impoſlible:for the Leopard to change his skin, and the #thio pian his hew, 
[os de 84x (ees it labour:loſt to thinke to reclaime his wife from her beaſt ly finne of 
adulterie, wherein (notwithſtanding all that poſſibly he can doe) ſhee takes ſuch a de- 
Iight and habit, as by this time ſhe is growne-ſo extremely tmpudent, as when her huſ- 
batid isat home, ſhe is abroad ranging 3 and he'isno ſooner abroad, but ſhe isinſtantly 
at home revelling with/her Ruffians : Yea, ſHeeis growne to that height of obſcenitie, 
avythecantemnnes and fleights her husband ; that whether he be abroad or at home, ſhe 
wall pliy the whore before his face with open doores : which although itbetoolate for 
ham to remedy, yet it bites hum to the heart, and grieves him to the gall : and now it is 
rhathea thouſand times thinks of his fathers advice and counſel i nforkak ing her; and 
23 often wiſheth he had followed it. Now it is that hisunnaturall mor PR, of his fa- 
ther, thanders farth horror, terrar, and repentance to his foule and gmltie conſtience z 
and now iti that he wiſheth from his heartandſoule, that be had beene blind when he 
Giſt Gw het, and fairely/laid in his grave before:he firſt lay'with her in bed. | Buttheſe 

complaints and griefes; bring him only vexation and riiiſerie inſtead of wenn, 
fo nowhe uttetly deſpaires, and ſecs no hope of his wives reformation :! Where 
wiono ſcm managod by nag Fay nnd rar arr qo 
nisnot lo ſetrerly y him; butt pet t notice hier 
mickling-thereot; where eciig;her tiusband/exceeding rich, both in lands; eoynte 
hlago, ood otherdich bou al the yowes not to quits her great joynter, ſhare 
mtcreſt hereof thus. But before he Had: incolled his ſuit in the Spiritua}} Coun, bran 
way vented his owne ſhame, and his wives infamy in publike, ſhe like a true Courtiſati, 
debauſticd Strimpetas ſhe was; vowes to preveht him that would prevent het, ind 
to.ſend him to his death, that wand dcche tadivorce her and in ark of hisJeal6u- 
fk arid malive; that as hee had formerly poyſoued La Framge for her usbands ke, fo 
ſhe would now murthdrhim foriberowne. | |» 

But miſerable and execrable wretch; Ohtowhat a monſtrous heights and hag « ſux 
will all theſe thy beafilyſins, and bloudy enormitiesariſe and atnounturito ? But refs 
Malice, and Revenge; liks three irifornall Furtes, ſo-poſieſieand preaccupate her 
as ſhe will hee retire, tithe hath ſont her husband inte another wortdin'a bloudy: wins 
ding-(heed-: Towhichind, watching;the time when-moſtof her ſervams were gone/a- 
broad to gattierin ay rye; Saree opening her huibands chamber doore;fteales 

in, and finding him foun _ fleeing, ap procheth his bed; 1when forth'a taſor 
Gatahen ſleeve, whicli ſho had purpoſtly provided, ſhee with animplacable and dam- 


nable malice ſteps to him, and cuts biyghroat;/dj Haar theſe words to her fee 5 


Kan bere the werardeof thy jelanfie 3, when thttve ;andher outward Taffita 
Gowne mtothehoule &þ office, ſhee ledving A ole *v his bloud;' verie ſeererly 
conveyes liardelfe the Sallie tothe Onatien, where her Ks. Peter 
manattcads hier, and:{o bes ery rao grei Penne CESS 
daake thicher ſecond: Dondlchngore hom er mar eee of y 
buchet bopes, andthe Reyulthas & 10 ft - Re 

De Salez her band frivings ——_—_————_— & ſtru 
and haſt nba Surrender. 
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(lfe up inks bed (with as much ſtrength; As 16 dying wound won permit ithim)he ta- 


king them both by the hands,with infinite eh es and teares reveales to them, that hee it 
wasswlip at the ſetlucing of the Devill,had ſtifled his PPT. Ar rgentier to death if Paris 
thathedidit onely-to marry! "this whoty his murherap Hay ; that the killing of 
bet yeathey remembrance Ereey in Ts his heart and foul, 
be inte re —— imſe] wn eos chan the Lord of mer jo 
forgive  bimy a iſe prayedall that ent to pray unto 


theſe eps Jo vords, & oro hl RI Recnghe hang would ate. 
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he ARReE Foote 4 the 
wh Fe 
ales, ſaves them that labour : 
wn bem they inſtantly fac 
«Hay, whom. impious. way blou- 
the 2h = dine Er ries Ch chat 0; Pn Rene 
and indigntty the r to.priſon, where they charge her wi 

Trker bo Koeband De paler, whit the Devill as yet will not permit her to-.con- 
+ being adjudged ”y them w the ce, thee atthe Very lat torment confeſ- 


pon which ſeverall M wall I de: of, the Toxrnell; proceed to ſen- 
oc fieſt; EE be frigid F 0 inhumanely, cpa ene 


Since be halfe ES hang by ene Eg the Ke COAIE 


e his iſe 
_ bur ene rhe: _—_ wh OTE wn , 
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Tontſio) adn adveref ing the —_ bs all wonder at Gods as to ſee how all 
theſe murthers are diſcovered and burſt forth,one ih the eCodepron of the other; ſo they al- 
ter her ſentence, and for theſe her double mutthets, they condemne her to have her 
If 4> Kaddcht off;and then to be burnt alive : and fo they make curious inquiry and re- 
earch to apprehend this old bloudy varlet Michaele. 

In the meane time, that very afternoone, this miſerable and murtherous Curteſan Ls 
Hay, though to thegriefe of her ſorrowfull father and ſiſters, yet tothe joy of all Tho- 
laſs brought and faſtened to the ſtake, where het hand being firſt ſtrucke off, ſhe with 

andteares delivereth thele few w 

ohne ſhe was aſhamed to looke either God'or man in the face : That ſhee wzs very 
forrowfull for caufi ing La Frange to bee poyſoned,asalſofor murthering ofher husband 
De $alez whoſe wealth ſhee on ney ly affirmed ſhee loved, but not himſelfe, the which ſhee 
wholly attributed tothe luſt and vanity of her youth, to her negleC of prayer and for- 
faking of God ; which made the Devil ſo ſtrong with her, arid ſhee with the Devill: 
and which was the ſole cauſe and round of this her miſerable ruine and deſtry&ian 3 
ſhewith teares and prayers beſought the Lord to bee good unto her ſoulez and( lifting 

up hereyes and hands to Heaven )likewiſe beſeeches the whole aflembly topray hear: 

y unto God for her + when recommending her ſoule jntothe hands of her RK 
mer;the fire being alighted, her body was ſoone conſumed to aſhey whoſe lamenabſe, 
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-: - He exceeding rich and noe ſhe asnoble and faitezhe by his fathers 
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ſeldome prove leccetietull end po Gs 5s wipe leet che anti athy, which forthe 
moſt is Hy; = Ef we? 
the MiBendles Fet.it @emhed t heaven, 
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pry 


z6,hs TIES 

ſay, they had oe one — affection and defire,which was m MR to 0 SUSE 

= Dolly to affetF and Tove each other. A each other. And as Marriages a 
ja fortunate,if they be not bleſſed 89d crowned wi the bleſſings och: children, (wh; 
indeed isnot onely the ſweeteſt life of humane content, but alſo _ beſt and ſweeteſt 
content of qus humane life )rſothdy hid nat checne banl_s 


them and their nuptiall bed,” de ob eur al apd 


med Dive Cleri, tot eaſes ani hairs of their d vertaies 
Hrs Ja ra ok rear ves, and U lodge and. ſeale of their 
and invaluable atie3ions 3:. who having overpalt 4nd obtained the 


Nh yeere of her age, ſhe was ſo exquiſite] cx ye with 
lently endued and enriched with vertues, ; as diſtin w eithy 


REP ws money nd get eter Shded, 
of her-8ee,a0d ther Zhen of 


- the rarities andexcellencieaafbertni copnot ri 
SOR" and care of her parents mn mop her owne 
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FURNTD = Alleria Cara, 


AS 


nationtoYertice and Aim: were moxepredominant Jn her : forin either; Gs 


bath;ſhe-was ſocxquiſtteand excellenty wahat'm Laeguager, Singing, Muſcche; iD 
Wiſdome;Tempermoe, and Modeſtie, fan by lo fully oeinpleat BS thareo give 7 bes 
her duc and ino:maee,; ſhee-oould nor be 4 1 or omar byaty youtg.ady of Linibiriy, ot 
Ttaly, norequallkz'dbut by herfolfe.: 1217 rw 139%] 
Thazaf her nobleexcradtion, and fathers wealth ndoherFanaingi; awed her 
detiviousfweet'beantie and 'vertues exoell her ſelfe; no marvellifthoſe atoms, and 
theſEexcetlenciesdraw divers of the beft Cavaſier,/atnd Chiekeft: Gall.ovrr. bouhof MD ak 
 andifondiirdy, tadffeft and ſecke-herin marriage3 ard inderd/ although fhe be fought 
by divers them with much reſpetand honour, anſwerableinall regard/twher rank 
aadqgzlatics' yet neither her parents, or lelfe, ave fomuch importuned by/any, as by 
Sergnder Giovint Albemare;n penyouny noble Gentleman-of the for guts was adorned and 
fortified with theſe buryadtpriviiepes, ro be-welldefrrnded, rich, and of ſome rwentie 
five yeares old a match in the = and cenſure of the world, yea, and'tn all outward 
rice! ;dbineſpondent and equivalent; if \khisgencrous:pettetions and vertues 
had-phralleld hers, Pt the catidour andifiaceritis Deraffertion bad nortjuſtly trans 
portethher: thoughts and/heait from him, becauſe ſhee had formerly fixed. and ſerled 
them endanbrherGentle ger —_— than Hlbemarefoutin all other reſpects; 
i det natry Forinncevertc way lis faperiour.named -nndiay oe Baretans; 
youtg Ooitlemariofone of the whe Hor families of M5# 5, ne- cighteene yeares 
ohipbaſefarker' was lately deceaſed; Sor pnonrs y ſole betton to many rich lands 
and poſleſſions; but (withall) exceedingly entangled in Law, and ingaged in many 
debtsand ; wheremeo the v; oo prod alitie of kis youth had dee 
pretipita him 2 which conſe falling on his 
woeihball \ſreownlly hindrance tos ne to his content and 
ent” Buttovobſerve:fome'orderand rumen thocondifiibn anddelation 
of thisHtſtoric,wemuſt be mfdrmed;) tharasof all thr-Beautics off Bowbarchy; 
albcromeonty thiefly atfetterband loved thre: foof allthe Cavatierr of the world,Clars 
aftettettand other but Beret #05 for xs-conformicie offyeares, rmamers,arid is 
ham re breeda\ {ymparh * atfeftibrss' (6 they woheir tender youth! often froe 
theothers com fometimes arrhe Dancing; and dtubcke Malders bi 
mana 19 W eddings/V al: hoble Aftmbiies:beimg' well novre” as 
mth onda completion iid (titute: >Agdiney che ivicinine of: their: refidence 
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koonitbewayto kifle;nbwtime(ranning on her;{weet-careere) had _ them to dg- 
fretomarrie2-avd that whereas former y Baretano ay tearmed Clara his ſweet Mai 
and ſhe hin her deare Friend : Now love had ſuggeſted and given them new defires, 
and therefare mew Epithetes : for ſometimes, as wellin as injeſt, he could not 
refraine to tearme her his ſweet wife,nor ſhe him her deare husband 3 and herein their 
mert only butthe outward Heralds of their inward hearts,as their hearts were 
of urs 0a rl andiretired defires. Ani as fervent love, and true di {cretion, verie 
ſeldumeatnearre and meet; ſaalthough affeftion made them. rich in inventing new 
inyentiodevimcerant kifſe : yerthey were ſo poore, Orrather ſo blind in diſcretion, 
as they conldmnot beareitheir affeftionsin ſecreſie and filence : but by this time they 
arebewrayed to theirParerits, and divulged totheir acquaintance : but if any 
and Garmbaethi rinexpetted newes, 1tis firſt Albemare, then Capelo and Caſtians; be- 
twixt-whomthere:was. a ſecret: Sholalle, and yerball Fcuntrac, t hee and — 
ſhould mairietheir daughter. 

Thus we:ſeethat A4lbemare and Barttavo are become Com ctitoraand Rivalsin their 
affections, (for cither:of them affett Clara as the Miſtrefle of their thoughts, and both 
adore her asthe QuerneRegent of their deſires. Butas they ſympathize in theirhopes 
to purchaſe her totheirwite:: ſathey differ in|the mcanesand progrefle of their refo- 
lutions,'how t© obtaineher. For whiles Baretano ſues the. Daughter.beforer herPa- 
rents, {o.dothi 4lbexrare the Parentsbefore their Daughter-: but whateffe&ts and:ends 
theſe begi swill produce, yee: ſhall ſhorty ſee; and they a os veris foone 
ka wary. be A Wi XS 10 En lidipn tink" 
vie C | (as wee have ormerly 1 ) with a and un- 
Serfiarding of irdaughters afftion.to-Baretaro, and vec of his to 
(with much.impatichce and pafiien). relate it to Albermrare,' whoſe bnto Clit 
made hirh {© fubtill towards themy as althongh-his heartknowes this newes, yet;hee 
makes his tongue deny the knowledge tliereof;  whenproteſting of bisintire and fer- 
ventaffetion. to her, and that hite mult either | wed'her: or his graves they coufule on 
cheir ivportant bulinefle, how they may dethronize Buretane,and enthronize Albetrare 
inthe.chaireand choyceof Clara raffetion4 As for Capelte'and Coftiangy they ſo highly 
affect Albemards great and free eſtati, and ſo difdainfully bate-the: intricate incumbran+ 
ces of Baretano's, as they:vow their reſolutions ſhall 4 by the coinpalle of hisdefiess 
andheinexchange, that hisaffe&ions and deſires, ſhall ſil ſteers theincourſe cbythat 


of theirrefolutions ; Towhichead her firherand mach ae rhe ghar 
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mild than imperious towards her, and ſoby depraving the deſerts and debaſing the 
merits of Baretaxo, to ſeeke tqextoll and magnifie thoſe of Albemare, as if the firſt were 
only a foyle, and the ſecond a rich Diamond, worthy of her affection and wearing : 
and ind#ed ſo exquiſite and excellent a Cavalier, they depaint him to her in the richeſt 
frame and pomnp of all his praiſes, aſwell of the endowments of mind, as of thoſe of. 
Fortune, that they leave no inſinuating Oratorie uneflayed, nor perſwaſive attempt 
unattempted, to make her ſhake hands with Baretano, and conſequently to extend her 
armes and heart to receive and retaine Albemare : But although ſhee were young in 

cares and experience yetlove in this fragrant and flouriſhing ſpring of her youth, 
fad ſo refined herjudgement, and indoCtrinated and prompted her tongue, that her 
thoughts commanded and marſhalled by her heart, and both by her defites and affe- 
ction to Baretano, ſhee confuſedlyzntarmixing, and interrupting her words with many 
far fetched broken ſighs, againe _ her Parents this reply. 

If your age will not, yet my youth, or rather my heart informes me, that Baretano as 
far exceeds Albemare in the privileges of the mind and body, as Albemare deth him in 
thoſe of Fortune, but that my reſolutions and anſwers may anſwer and corref; 
with my obedience, although I loye tangy, 1 I will never hate, rather honour 4lbe- 
mare; but tomake him my husband, or my {elfe his wife, if Earth have, I hope Hea= 
yen hath not decreed it : AndI humbly beſeech yee, that this may reſt your rate lution, 
as I aſſuredly thinke it ſhall and will remaine mine. | 

Capella and Caftiana (like diſcreet parents) ſeeing their daughter Clera wholly wed- 
ded (in a manner) to the ſingularitie of her owne will, they yet conceive it to be farre 
more requilite to revert her reaſons by faire meanes, than refute and refel] them by 
force, ſithlove and diſcretion hath ſtill reference to that, and this relation (till tochol- 
ler, many times to repentance: whereupon minding her of the bleſlings which infal- 
' liblyattend filial! obedience; and the miſeries and curſes which individually wait on 
contempt and diſobedience, hoping that time will effect that which Importunitie can= 
riot, they as then leave her to her thoughts, and ſhee them to their care, caring for no- 
thing ſomuch, nay, I may well ſay, for nothing elſe, than to ſee her affeftion divorced 
from Baretuno, and contracted and wedded to Albemare, who having carious corre- 
ſpondence and intelligence with them, hee is ever and anon aſcertained, not one! 
what hath, but what doth pafle betwixt them and their daughter; and withall, is ad- 
viſed by them, to delay no time, but to ogpets and haunt her as her Ghq&gand ſhad- 
dows yea, and no more to conceale his afte&tion and ſuit from her, but cquaint 
Milan therewith, fith it wasno diſparagement, bur rather an equall honour for him to 
match with Clara, and Clara with him. Which concluded betwixt Capel/o and Caſtiana, 
Albemare 1s {0 farre from rejeQing this advice and counſell, as hee embraceth it with 
much joy and delefation, and vowes (though with the perill of his life) to perſevere 
and purſue her in marriage : Towhich =_ authorized as well by his owne affe&i- 
on, as their authoritie, Clare is neither abroad not at home, but hee meets her, gives 
away all time from himſelfe, to give himſelfe to her : ſo asit ſeemesto the eye of the 
world, that Capeo's houſe is now become his, and that his Daughter Clara likewiſe 
ſhortly ſhall bee + yea, hee addes ſuch curiofitie to his care, and ſuch care to his affe- 

ton in courting her, 4sſhee cannot bee either at Maſle, or Veſpers, but hee is either 
 withher, or neere herz and when in ſolemne pompe or zeale ſhee vilits the Doms 
(or Cathedrall Church) of thatCitie, and in it the Shrine of the new $2int Charles, 
then hee waits and attends on her at the Porch ſtaires, ſometimes with his Coach, 
but matiy times (as the cuſtome of M:Zar is) on his Foot-cloth, and prancing 
Barbarie Horſe, to condut her home : yea, and not to faile in any Complement of © 


Oo 
0) 


an accompliſhed Loverbeſides the harmony of his owne inſinuation and ſolicitati- 
on, heegreetsher with rich preſents, and ſalutes her with all varietie of melodious 
Muſicke, and mellifluous voyces: but all this notwithſtanding, although hee every 
way uſe higbeſtart and induſtrie, and her father and mother thei beſt taut 
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ker flexible to his deſires, and their pleaſure 3 yet ſhe,as —_ her thoughts fully bent 
and fixed on her deare and ſweet Baretano, lookes haggard and averſe on Albemare, gi- 
ving him ſuch generall anſwers, and cold entertainment, as he ſeeth hee hath far more 
r9afbui to deſpaire than hope to obtaine her. Whereupon doubting of her affeQion, 
hehath againe recourſe to her parents love, who toconfirme and fealeit him, ſeeing 
faire meanes will not prevaile with their daughter, they reſolveto uſe force, and foto 
adde threats to their requeſts, and choller to their periwaſions, to make her abandon 
Baretano, and embrace 4lbemare. But if the firſt prevaile not with her, the ſecond can- 
not; for ſhe nowtels them plainly, tharſhe neither can nor will afte& any man for her 
husband but Baretano 5 and yet ſhe is ſo farre from any determinate reſolution to mar- 
rte himzas ſhe affirmes,that their will ſhall be her law,andtheir pleaſure her reſolution. 
Whiles-thus Ahbemareinthe way of marriage teekes our faire and ſweet Clara pub- 
likely, no leſle than Baretavo privatelyz and althotigh with leſle vagitie and oftentati- 
on, yet he hopes with farre more fortunacie and ſuccefle ; as grounding hishopes up- 
on theſe rc” 2 : That in heart and ſoule Clara is onely his, as both in foule and heart 
hes hers : ſo hee entertaines her many times with his letrers, and yet not to ſhew him- 
ſelfe a novice in diſcretion, or a coward in affeCtion; hee making her content his com- 
mands, asſhe did his deſires her felicitiez hein remote Churches and Chappels, (for 
whoſe number Mil/an exceeds Rowe) hath both the happineſle and honour pon to 
meet her, where if they violate the ſanCtitie of the place, in conferring and cheriſhing 
their affections, yet they ſanRifie their affeftions, in deſiring that ſome Church or 
Chappell might inveſt and crowne them with the religious honour, and holy dignitie 
of marriage- For having jeſted of Love heretofore, now like true Lovers, they hence- 
forth reſolve to love, not injeſt, but in earneſt , and as of their two hearts they have al- 
ready made one, ſonow they meane andintend to diſpoſe of their bodies, thereby to 
make one of two: And this is their ſole defire, and this, and onely this is their chiefe 
delight, and moſt pleaſing'{t deſires and wiſhes. | 
But as it is the nature of Love, for Lovers to defire to ſee none but themſelves, and 
yet are {eene of many : ſo this their familiaritie and frequent meeting is againe repor- 
ted to her father and mother, whereat they murmur with griefe, and grieve with dif< 
contentand affliction : and now not to ſubſtraft, but to addeto their vexation, it is re- 
ſolved between our two young amofous Turtle Doves, Baretano and his faire Clara, that 
hee ſhould publikely motion them for herin marriage 3 which hee in wonderfull faire 
tearmes, and orderly Decorum, (as well by his friends as himſclfe) performeth. When 
contrarie to his wiſhes, but not his expeCation, they give him ſo cold entertainment, & 
his ſuit ſuch poore and ſharp acceptance, as they (in aftetion and zeale to Alberare)not 
onely deny him their daughter, but their houſe; an anſwer ſo incivill, and therefore ſo 
injuſt, as might give a teſtimony of ſome way of their care, yet no way of their diſcre- 
tion to themſelves, or affection to their daughter. And here I muſt confeſle, thatI can 
difficultly define, whether this reſolution and anſwer of Cape/o and Caſtiana, more de- 
hghted 4lbemare, diſcontented Baret aro, or afflicted Clara: who although in the en- 
trance of their Loves.their hopes ſeem'd to be nipt,andrheir deſires oroſt by the frowns 
of their parents, yet they love each other ſo tenderly and dearely, as theſe diſcontents 
mwmoihſtnading.chey will not retire,but are reſolute to adyance1n the progrefle of this 
their chaſteand fervent affeCtions, and although their commands endevour to give a 
law to her obedience, in notpermitting her to be frequented of Baretano; yet her obe- 
dience isſo inforced totake a more ſtronger of her affettion, as def; ight her parents 
maliceand jelouſie towards them, when they are ſweetly ſleeping in their beds, then is 
their daughter Clara waking with Bareteno, and hee with her 2 oftentimes walking and 
talking in the Arbours, and many times kiſſing arid billing in'the cloſe galleries of the 
gardenzwhich they cannot conceale or beare ſocloſely,burher father and mother have 
exaCtnotice and intelligence thereof by ſoine of their truſtic ſervants, whom they had 
appointed as Sentinels c08Iþyand diſtover their meetings, Wherenpon 
| ; | a9 
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(as much in hatred to Baretano as in atteCtion to Albemtare) knowing that if the cauiſe be 
once removed.the effect is ſubjeCt ſoone to follow and enſue; they very ſuddenly and 
privately ſend away their daug'iter from Milan to Modena by Coach,there to be mewed 
#nd pent up with the Lady Emelia her Aunt, and beſides her Waiting-gentle- woman 
Adriana, none to accompany and conduct her but onely Albexrare, hoping that a ſmall 
time, his preſence & 1mportunate ſolicitations, would deface the memory of Baretano,to 
engrave Lions in the heart and thoughts of his ſweet Clara. Who poore ſoule,ſeeing 
her (elfe exiled and baniſhed from the ſociety of her Baretano's ſight and company; 
wherein under heaven ſhe chiefly and onely delighted ; ſhee hereat, doth as it were 
growne her Telfe in the Oceam of her teares; ſtorming as well at the cruelty of her pa- 
rents,” asat her owne affliction and misfortune z and no lefſe doth her Baretaro for the 
abſence of his {weet Saint,and deare Lady Clare : for astheir affection, ſo their affliQtis 
ons is equall ; now mourning as much at each others abſence,as formerly they rejoyced 
and triumphed intheir prefence.But although the jealouſie of Capello and Caſtianva were 
very carefull to watch and obſerve Baretaxo in Millan 3 and the zeale and affeftion of 
Albemares ſafetyto guard, and ſweetly to attend on Clara in Modena - Yet as fire ſuppreſ(- 
ſed, flames forth with more violence; and rivers ſtopped , overflow with more impe+ 
tuolityz ſo deſpight of the ones vigilancie,” and the others jealouſte, though Baretano 
cannot bee ſo happy and bleſſedto ride over to Modena, to fee and (alute his Clara: yet 
love, which is the refiner of inventionsand wit,and the poliſher of judgement , cannor 
yetdetaine him from viliting her with/his Letters the which in reſpect of the hard ac- 
ceſle and difficultpaſſage to her, he is enforced to ſend her by ſubtill nieanes; and ſecret 
meſſengers : andthe better to ovexſhadow the curioſity of his Arts, and the Art of his 
affeCtion herein, hee among many ethers, makes uſe of a Fricr and a Hermite, for the 
conveyance of two Letters to Moderato his Lady : which(as fit agents for ſuch amorous 
employments) they (with more cunning and fidelity, than zeale,and Religion) ſafely 
delivered her,and likewiſe returned him her anſwers thereof. And becaulethe ferveticy 
of their affeQions and cunſtancies,cach to other, are more lively depainted and repre- 
ſented in theſe two thanin any other of their Letters; therefore I thought my ſelfe in a 
manner bound , hereto inſert them, to the end to give the better ſpirit and Grace to 
their Hiſtory,and the fuller ſatisfaCtion and content tothe curioſity of the Reader:That 
which Baretano ſent Clara upon her departure from Millap to Mode by the Fricr, ſpake 
thus: | | 


BARETANO to. CLARA. 


Ow. juſtly may i ttarme my ſelfe unfortunate; Sith I am enforced to be miſerable before I 

Rs W hat to Bappineſſ :. For #f ever 1 found any content ,or Area upon ary 
was onely in thy ſiveet preſence \ which thy ſudden abſence, and nnexpeFed exile hath now made; 
at le Purgatory, if not my hell- | Faire Clara judge of thy Baretano by thy ſelfe , what a 
matchleſſe griefe it is to my heart \ | and\« beart-killing terror th my thoughts, toſece thee made 
captive to wy rival, end that the Fates and thy Parents ſeemt to be ſo propitious to his deſires, 
and ſo inexorable and cruell to mine: That I maſk live alone int Millan without thee,and be alone 
in Modena with thee : which evakes that, I know not tvhetber 1 more envie his.joy, or lament 
and pitty arine owne ſorrowes and afflifFions.But if I have any ſenſe or ſhadow of comfort int this 
my calamity,it onely conſiſts in this,that as thou carriedſt away my beart with thee, ſo thou wilt 
vouchſafe to retwrne me thine in thy letter by a reciprocall requitall and exchange. For if tho. 
neither bring wt thy ſelfe.nor ſend me that 3 I may be ſought in Millan,but found no where but in 
heaven: were Ipriviledged by thy conſent much more authorized by thy command; Iwould ſpee- 
dily rather flie than poſt to thee : for Faire and Deere Clara, as thoir art ny ſole joy, and Sove- 
raigne felicity,ſo whiles Ibreath this aire of life,thy will ſball be my laxp,thy command my compaſſe 

thy ples wre my reſolution, 


V BARETAN®@ 
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Her anſwer returned by the Frier to Baretano at Milan, was to this effect, 
CLARA to BARETANO. 


T is for none but our ſelves to judge how equall we participate and ſhare of miſery , in being 
deprived of each others preſence. Thou tearmeſt mine abſence either thy purgatory,or thy bell, 


and my afflicFions and torments for thine are ſo great , and withall ſo infinit, as I have all the 
equity andreaſon of the world to repute them not onely one, but both : Thou art miſtaken in the 
point of my thraldome, for whiles Albemare vowes himſelf my captive,1diſdaine to be his,and 
both vow and triumph to be onely Baretanos : 1 know not whether I have bronght thy heart with 


»e to Modena, but jure I am, I left mine withthes in Millan : If avy Parents ſeeme now plea- 


frreg and propitious to hine, I am yet ſo farre ſom diſpaire;, as I confidently bope the Fates will not 
prove cruel or inexorable to thee,and in thee to ney ſelfe : but rather that alittle time will change 


their reſolutions and decrees, ſith they cannot our affeFions and conſtancy. if Clara be thy ſole 


joy and ſoveraigne felicity, antInoleſſe is Baxetano hers': and albeit, I conld wiſh either thow 


here with my ſelfe in Modena , or I there with thee in Millan. Tet ſach is my Aunt Emelias 
care, and Albemares jeloſie over me , that wert thou in this City thou c rffcaltly ſee 
me. but impoſſibly ſheake with me, wherefore reſi eine a whiles,, and let thy journey hither to me 
be endedere began yet with —_— and condition.that the cauſe thereof,thy affeTion to me, 
be began never to be ended © and thinke that wy ſtay andexile here ſhall be as ſhort, as either my 
beft Art in my ſelft can invent. or trueſt zeale to thee ſug geſt. In which knterim let ws ſolace our 


ſelver,and viſet each other by the _— of our hearts.T meane onr letters : And this reſolve 
ence 


ey deare Baretano, that during onr ils; thou deft feaſt ornmy Idan, I will not faile 
to on thine. 
CLARA. 


| Baretano'; other letters ſent Cler4to Modena by the Pilgrime, was couched and penned 
in theſc tearmes. 


BARKETANO to CLARA. 


Haw thy requeſts (int thy leſt letter) granted ont « Prohibition againſt ay deſires aud 
wiſhes,T had long ſince left Millan to have ſeene Modena, and init thy ſelfe my ſweet anc 
deare Lady 3 but I ſpeake it to my preſent comfort and future conſolation and joy , that it is ex= 
ceſſe, not want of affeFion which infuſeth this provident care and carefull providence to thy 
reſolutions.to the end that thy returne make #4 as joyful as thy dep arture ſorrowfull, and conſe= 
Roy that the laſt prove as ſweet unto onr hearts and thoughts, as the firft was bitter : And yet 

Lieve me deere Clata, oy 4. ant; thy and fervent to thee, becawſe I know thine is 
as es T1 deeme it not onely capable to make difficult things eaſie , but 
which is more, i lities poſſible : For, for thy ſake what would I not attempt © and to enjoy 
thy ſight and preſence what would I leave unyerformed? But if thou wilt not permit mee to come 
to thee to ang > "art ory reſolve to retnrne #0 me to Millan : Sorrow will thew pre- 
vent my Joy, and Diſpaire ay Hope 3 For if thow haſten not thy arrivelt and oxr interview, 
ſfchneſſe will be my death 3 wert thou as kind as fuire, or ———_ ane fervent in affe@i- 
on.thou wilt then rather ſnſſer me 10 live with thee,than to die for thee: for inthis reſt confident, 
that if thou deny me that requeſt, earmot Nature this tribute, my affeFion this howage , or thy 
beanty this ſacrifice. | | 


BARKETANO. 


And Clara her anſwer heteunto returned to Milam to Baretavo,by the foreſaid Pilgrim 
wastraced in theſe words 3 


CLARA 


DST” T7 Nw TR TT 
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CLARA to BARETANO:. 


He laſt command of my Parents, and the firſt reſolution of my Aunt Emelia, and or 
6 "eve ro bearer me to ſo ſtrif a Naas (or rather captivity) yer 
my thoughts, hardly my pen hath the freedome and power to fignifie thee ſo much. But as calmes 
enſue tempeſts, and ſun-ſhine ſhowres, ſo Tbeſeech thee to brooke it with as much patience, as I 
doe with griefes, and not onely hope , but reſolve, that violence is never permanent, and all ex- 
treames ſubje to revolution and change. Wherefore my deare Baretano, conſider and thinks 
with thy ſelfe, that my ſtay from Millan, and thy prohibition from Modena his two-fold 
excuſe, that is in my will , but not as yet in my power to performe;, and this will rather hinder, 
than any way advance the accompliſhing of our deſires 5 $ith a little time effe# that with my 


parents, which I feare RY will never 3 neither can thy heart ſo #mch long for my ſight.or 


wiſh for my preſence, as my ſole doth for thine : Sith to give thee but one word for dll, t | 
and goey ſelfe, art lk life of my joy , and the joy of my life. A hott times F2YS 7 
wiſh Modena were Millan , and againe , as ofien that Albemare were metamorphoſed into 
Baretano. Therefore Iam ſo farre from preventing thy joy, as though at the price of my 
death,I aps ready to ſacrifice my life for the preſervation of thine as alſo for the baniſhing of thy 
deſpaire : Write me not then of thy ſickneſſe, leaſt thow as ſoone heare of my death, and 1 
knew not what requeſt to deny thee , fith T have already granted and given thee my ſelfe , which 
is all that either I can give,or thou deſire 5 cheriſh thy ſelfe for my jake, and I will thy rememe- 
brance for mine« 


CLARA: 


By theſe loving Letters of theſe our Lovets, the Reader may obſerve and remarke, 
what a firme league, and ſtri& and conſtant friendſhip there was contracted and ſetled 
betwixt them, and what a hell their abſence was each to others thoughts atid contem< 
plations: Inthe meane time , whnles Baretano entertains Clara with Letters, 4lbemiare 
doth with words, wherein he uſeth his beſt Rhetorickse and Oratory, to draw her to his 
deſires 3 and withall, toliſten and eſpie out, is there paſſe any esof Letters; or 
other correſpondency betwixt them. Which although Clars herafteftion to Baretans 
vow, and herdiſcretion to her ſelfe reſolve toconceale and obſcure from Albemare, yet 
loe here falls outa ſiniſter and unexpetted accident, which will diſcover and bewray 
3 yea,and of all ſides,and toall parties produce griefe,ſorrow,choller,and repentance, 
which in eflnery is thus : won AY 4.4 

Clara had reaſon in her former Letter ſent by the Pilgrim, to tearme this her ſeque- 
ſtration in Modena a captivity, fith the bounds of her Aunt Emelias two ſmall Gardens, 
and the walles of her little Parke , were the limits wherein herliberty was confiried, 
and her ſelfe as it were, immured : for farther ſhe wasnot permitted to goe; except to 
the Church with her Aunt in her Coach , bur ſtill accompanicd by Albemare, who left 
no minutes or occaſions, as well toſce her, as to be ſeene of her. Now to give ſome 
truce / (though not peace ) to her diſcontents , and thereby ſomewhat to calme the 
umpetuoſity of thoſe tempeſts, which love had ſtirred up in her heatt and 
for the abſence of her Baretaxo, ſhe never better.accompanied then when alone; ſouie 
time paſt away,the irkſomeneſſe of her time in walkingin the Gardens, but many times 
in the Parke cloſe ſhut , followed onelyby her Wayting-gentlewoman Adrian : for 
in reſpe& of her Aunts unkindneſſe , and 4lbemare: jeloulie, ſhe would neither accept 
of her familiarity,qor of. his company. Now to the neereſt end of the Parke, not farre 
diſtane from the ſecond Garden, was a curious walke ,; ranked about with many rowes 
of $ycawore trees, ; and at the farther end thereof a cloſe ore-fhadowed Bower; yea, ſo 
doſe! y vailed.that the raies of the Sunne could ue the purcueſls - 
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of her beauty,or to contend with the piercing luſtre and reſplendency of her eyes: and 
to this Bower, in a faire and cleate day, Clara ( about three of the clocke after dinner ) 
repaires, having in her hand to delude the time, the old amorous Hiſtory of Hero and 
Leander, which was very lately illuſtrated, and newly reprinted in MiKar,and whefejn 
indeed forthe conformity of their loves with her owne , ſhee tooke a [ingular delight 
to read : but that which gave ſweeter muſicke to her thoughts, and felicity to her 
heart, and mind, were her Baretawo's two Letters, (which we have formerly ſeene) and 
which as thenſhe had purpoſely brought with her to ſurvey and peruſe; yea, ſhe zeads 
them ore againe and againe 3. and to-write the truth, more oftner than thereare words, 
or I thinke ({illables therein contammed:butwwhen the deſcends to his name,ſhe cannot re- 
fraine fromKkifling it 5 yea,and fuch is her tender love to Baretano,as ſhe bedewes it with 
her teares 3 a thouſand times ſhe wiſhed her ſelfe with him; or he with her, and bitterly 
blames the cruelty of herparents,:for ſeparating their bodies, fith ſhe not onely-ho- 
ped, but affured her ſelfe, that God had conjoyned, and united their hearts. But whiles 
ſhe in the middeſt of theſe paſſionate extaſies ſeemes to be-rapt up-into the heaven of 
Joy atthe peruſall of theſe Letters of Baretazo 3 and then againe to be plunged into 
the hell of \ 5m , at the conſideration and remembrance of his abſence, ſhe heares 
a voyce, which ſhe thinkes is not farre off from her, when looking forth the Bower, 
and deeming it to bethatof her Wayting-gentlewoman ; whom ſhee ſaw ſomewhat 
neere her gathering of Strawberries, and wild Lillies, ſhee within a flight ſhoot from 
her, perceives it to be her Lover, ( but notjher love, ) Albemare, 'who knowing her 
there inthe Bower, and for want of other talke, ſpeaking to the Eccho, thee guefled 
by his courſe, ( wherein ſhee wasnot deceived) that hee hadan intent to ſalute and 
fpeake with her; which to prevent, becauſe it wholly diſpleaſed her, to bee cumbred 
with the company of ſo unwelcomed a gueſt as himſelfe, the haſtily folds up her letters 
in her handkercher, and clipping them ( at leaſt as ſhee thought) into the pocket of 
her gowne,takes her booke in her hand, and calling Adriaza, trips away backe towards 
the garden, by the other ſide of the Parke, purpoſely to elſchew and avoyd him, 'as in- 
deed ſhe did. 1766 | | | 
Albemare grieves to {ce Clara's coyneſle and cruelty toward himz, although ſhe were 
departed forth the Parke from him;yet his affeQtion 15 ſo ferventto her;as he will needs 
aſcend the Bower,eſteeming it natonly a kind of content, bur a bleſſing to his th 
fith he cannot be where ſhe 15,yet to be where ſhe hath beene : when thinking romount 
the ſtaires ofthe Bower,he unexpetted at the foot therof, finds therwo Letters whereof 
we have formerly ſpoken, which it feemes ſlipt forth of Claws; handkervher, 'as ſhe was 
utting it into her pocket : Albezzare taking up the Letters, and ſeeing them directed to 
kis ſweet Clara,he betwixt the extreames of love and joy,kilſketh them againe and againe 
for her ſake : when fitting downe in the Bower, he betakeshimſelfe to read and:peraſe 
them , 'venily _—_— and hoping to gather and draw ſomething from them which 
might tend to advance the procelle of his affetion towardsher: But whenhe had read 
the firſt; he was ſoextreamely perplexed and afflicted; as he had hardly the patience 
to peruſe theſecond , and yetat length haſtily and paſſionately rutining it over ;- and 
ſeeing by all the circumſtances thereof, that it was in vaine for hit" any longer: to 
hope 
ſtamps 
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Wherein hee ſaith , hee will take adviſe of his pillow; when faſting out his ſupper, 
he betakes himſelfe to his bed,to ſee whether he can ſleepe away thoſe his paſſions and 
vexations- And by this time Clara going to locke up theſe two aforeſaid lettersin her 
trunke, ſhe finds her handkercher, but mitleth her letters, whereat bluſhing for ſhame, 
and then againe looking pale for ſorrow, griefe and anger , ſhee ſpeedily ſends away 
Adriana to the Bower, to looke them, who returnes without them, and then ſhe knowes 
for certaine that Albemrare hath found them : whereupon for meere griefe and anger, 
feigning her ſelfe ficke, ſhe withdrawes her ſelfeto her chamber, _ there preſently 
betakes her ſelfe to her bed. 

I may well ſay that Clara and Albemare betake themſelves totheir beds; but I amſure 
not to - Gr reſt: For griefe and love ſo violently act their ſeverall parts in their hearts 
and thoughts,as ligh they doe, but ſJeepe they cannot - Yea their paſſions and ſorrowes 
are as different as their deſires : for as Albemare now grieves that he hath found theſe 
letters; ſo doth Clara that ſhe hath loſt them 3 and as he vowes not to reſtore her them, 
ſo ſhe neither dares, and yet diſdayneth to demand them of him : Yea againe , which 
is more, as their ſorrowes are different, ſo are their pretended conſolations, at leaſt if I 
may properly and truely tearme them conſolations : For as Clare,although ſhe have loſt 
her Baretano's letters, doth yet rejoyce that ſhee ſtill retaines the Writer and Authour 
thereof ingravenand charatered in her heart : ſo doth Albemare, that now fully know- 
ing Baretanoto be his rivall, and who by all pla ann 15 like to beare his miſtris from 
him, he hath (as he injuſtly conceives, a juſt reaſon to be revenged, and a true occaſion 
to fight with him : butas C/ara's comfort and conſolation herein proceeds from true 
affection , ſodoth the vanity and impiety of this reſolution of Albemares fromhbelliſh 
malice,and devilliſh indignation : yea,although the night doth or ſhould bring coun- 
ſell, yetasClara paſſethit over onely with ſighes, ſodoth Albemare with fumes of re- 
venge againſt Baretaxo,vowing that he will in the morne towards MzZar., and there trie 
his fortune;cither to kill him, or to be killed of him, in a Duell ; to whichend he is no 
ſooner ready,but he acquaintsthe Lady Emelia with his intended journey, but not with 
his reſolution to fight with Baretao, and the fame hee doth to the Empreſle of his 
thoughts,and Queene of his deſires) Clara, demaunding her if ſhee pleaſe to command 
' himany ſervice for Mil/azz who both bluſhing and paling hereat, her affeftion to'Bare- 
tano, having now made her expert in the ſubtilties of love, ſhe well knowes what wind 
drives Albemare to Millan: and therefore guided by diſcretion, and not by paſſion,ſhee 
retarnes him this anſwere : That having neither reaſon nor deſire to command him,ſhe 
onely prayes him to remember her humble duty to her Father and Mother, and ſo 
wiſheth his journey proſperous: which anſwer of hers (being indeed no other than Al- 
bemare exporine ) he yet advanceth to kiſle her at parting 3 which her civility though 
not -her afte&ion granted him 3 not ſo much as once dreaming or ſuſpeCting that hee 
conceived the le a or intent to fight with her ſweet Baretazo, and ſo hee takes 
harichaving onely one {eryant with him. 


Albemare being arived at Saint Remze, aſmall Towne within fifteene miles of Milan, 
hereſolves to dine there, which he doth 3 and to avoyd the heat of the day, then be- 
takes himſclfeto ſleepe an hore or two being awaked,he commands his man to make 
ready his horſe, an ſeeing the hoſt of the houſe in his chamber, -inquires of him if 
there were any Gentlemen in the houſe riding for MiZav, who as ſoone turnes him this 
unlooke for and unexpeCtedanſwere; that there wasa brave Gentleman in the, houſe 
named Signior Baretano, who was to ride thither ſome two houres hence. Albemere 
ſooner heares the name of Baretaro,, but his very. heart blood flaſheth up in his face, 
when demanding him againe what manner of Gentleman he wag,hee told him hee wz 
a tall ſlender young Gentleman, with never a haire on his face, and out of this window, 


quoth he, you may now fee him walking in the gardenz when, Albeware looking fort! 

Eadel Gan we ere rivall Barefano 5 Wh enquir further of the Hoſt 

what followers he had wig] by, hecold him that a he had none , but ſometime 
w_ - | etl 
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when he came thither , cither to take the aire, or breathe his horſe, hee was attended 

by twoor three, and ſo the Hoſt leaves him, not once ſuſpeCting of any difference be- 

tweene them. Albezrare ſeeing his enemy (becauſe his rivall) brought to him whom he 

formerly reſolved to ſeeke and finde out, aſſumes a baſe and a bloody reſolution to ſet 

upon him inthe highway diſguiſed, and there to venter his owne life, to deprive him 

his : which to effeCt he will have no eye-witneſles of this his ignoble and trecherous 

buſineſſe; and therefore purpoſely ſends away his man to Milan before him, and fo 

ſlipping intothe towne, provides himſelfe of a maske or viſard 3 then takes his horſe, 

and rather like a theefe thana Gentleman , lurkes behind a Grove ( ſome three miles 

from Saint Remy) attending Baretaro's comming, who poore harmeleile young Gentle- 

man , harbouring and — no other thoughts and wiſhes than charity to all the 

world, and pure and fervent affeCtion to his faire and deare Clara, likewiſe takes his 

horſe, anddrawes homeward toward Mi//ar, when being arrived to the place where 

Albemare ſecretly lay in ambuſh for htm , he furiouſly and ſuddenly ruſheth forth, and 

with his Rapter drawen in his hand, runnes Baretano into his right arme, who feeling 

ot the wonnd almoftas ſoone as he faw his enemy who gave it him, he is at firſt,as it were 
amazed hereat 3 when thinking him by his maſke to be a Bandettz, who were then very 
buſie in Lobardy,but eſpecially in the Dutchy of Mar , he told him that all the coyne 
he had, which was ſome ten double Piſtols in gold, and two Duckats in ſilver, were at 
his ſervice,but to fight in his defence, he would not : Not,quoth he,that he was any way 
a Coward, but that hee affirmed he was lately afhanced and engaged to a young Lady : 
ſothat he perfeCtly knew that her affeQion was ſo deare and niler towards him,as ey- 
ther the loſſe or preſervation of his life would be that of hers : Albemare galled and 
touch't tothe quicke with this his heart-killing anſwere to him,is wholly inflamed with 
choller againſt him, when ruſhing towards him,he delivers him theſe words: Villaine,it 
1s not wi gold,burt thy life which I ſeeke,and then ſtrayning himſelfe torunne Baretano 
thofow.loe the ſtring of his Maſke breaks, where Baretano apparently ſees it is his Rivall 
Albemare : whereat ſuch is his tender affeQion to his ſweet and faire Clara, that he who 
before turned ctayen,and would not fight for his owne ſake, is now cheerfully reſolved 
not onely to fight,but if occaſion require, to dit for hers: and ſo returning the villaine 
to Mlbenzeres throat, he inſtantly draws,andjoynes with him: and if Alberrare be refolute 
in fighting,no lefle valiant and couragious 1s Baretavos for the remembrance of his 
Clara ſweet Idea,and freſh delicious —_ infuſeth ſuch life to his valour, and ſuch 
57 animoſity to his courage. as he deales his blowesroundly, and his thruſts 
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with Baretevo to ſome of Capello his chiefeſt and moſt confident ſervants, they yet love 


- and honour their young Lady Clara ſowell in her abſence;as they ſend her the true rela- 


tion and intelligence thereof, which is at Modena alittle before Albeware, the which be- 
ing unknowne to him) he is no ſooner arrived there, but hee ſalutes firſt the Aunt Emelia, 
then her Neece, and his Miſtreſle Claraz to whom having delivered her Parents Let- 
ters,ſhe ſtepping aſide to the window,reads them, and ſo returning to him againe,gives 
him this ſharpe and bitter welcome : My Father and Mother command me to love thee ; 
but how can I, ſince upon the highway, thou baſely and treacherouſly attemptedſt to kill my deare 
Baretano, whom I love a theuſand times dearer than the whole world? when with teares in 
her eyes,and choller in her lookes,ſhee very ſuddenly and paſſionately flings from him, 
whereat Emelia wondreth, and he both ſtormes and grieves3 and ſo they betake them- 
ſelves to their chambers, where Albemare throwing himſelfe on his bed, ſaith thus to 
himſelfe : Unkinde and cruell Cara, if thou take my fighting with Baretaro thus tender- 
ly, how wilt thou brooke the newes of his death? On the other fide, Clara grievesas 
much at her Baretaxo's wounds, as [hee rejoyceth at his ſafety and recovery ; yea,ſo ten- 
deris her aftefzon to him, as ſhee a thouſand times wiſhes, that the blood hee loſt, had 
ſtreamed from her owne heart. Againe, knowing his wounds free from danger, ſhee 
cannot but ſmile, and delight to ſee his deare and true affection to her, in remembring 
that hee would not fight for his owne ſake, and yet was ready, yea, and valiantly 
hazarded to loſe hislite for hers; and in theſe amorous conceirs and contemplations ſhe 
penſively drives away the time, admiring and wondering that all this while ſhee heares 
not from her Baretaus; But alas,alas ! ſhee ſhall heare too too ſoone of him, though in- 
deed never more from him;for theſe execrable wretches,Pedrs and Leonardo ſome toure 
daies after Albemares departure to Modena, they, according to their promiſe and oath 
given him, like two molt bloody and butcherly villaines, cruelly affault and murther 
this harmeleſle and innocent young Gentleman,Barezare,in the ſtreets of Millan by night, 
with no lefle than ſeven ſeverall wounds, whereof foure were cleane thorow his body 3 
and ſo give it out (as it was formerly concluded) that he was murthered by ſome $pa- 
#'/ards of the Vice-royes Guard : when the ſame night they repaire to Yalerio, acquaint 
him therewith, rece1ve their other hundred Duckatons, and % provide for their ſafety 
in the City : but that bloody money and this cruell murther, will inthe end coſt them 
dearer than either they imagine or ; Kats of. | 
Whiles MzZaz ratleth with the newes of Baretans's bloody and untimely end, as his. 
owne friends infinitely lament and grieve, ſo Capel/o, and his wife Caſtiana,.cannot re+, 
fraine from rejoycing thereat,asnow aſſuring themſelves, that 4/bemare (hall ſhortly be 
their ſonne in law; and for 7Yalerio, hee with all poflible ſpeed, writes away thereof to 
Modena,to his Maſter, whoentertaines this newes with infinite joy and deleQation, and 
\mahrnns, acquaints the Lady Exelia therewith ; whereat ſhe rrjoncer,no\hg triumphs: 
ut they both reſolve as yet, toconceale it from Clara, Hr ey know ſhe will even 
diſſolve and melt into tearesthereat. But foure daies after are not fully expired, 
but her father and mother advertiſe their daughter Clara, their fiſter Exelia, and 4lbe- 
mare thereof,by a Gentleman.a ſervantoftheirs, whom they purpoſely ſend to Modena, 
to bring backe Clara and Albemare to Millax. But it is for none but lovers, toconceive or 
judge,with what extreme excelſle of griefe and immoderate ſorrow our poore Clara un- 
derſ{tands this heart-piercing newes _——_ Baretano's mournefull and ſorrowfull death : 
for ſhee is. no ſooner advernied thereof, but ſhe throwes off her attire, teares her haire; 
and twice following falls to the ground in a ſwound 3 ſo as Emelis, Albemare;Adrians,and 
her fathers Gentleman, can hardly refetch and keepe life in her z but being come a» 
gainto her ſenſesand ſelfe,and faintly opening her cloudy eyes to the beams of the Sun, 


m=—_ enamoured of her beauty (as well in pity as love) came to comfort and revive hex: 


| and 
her.hands,then croſſing her armes,and laſtly, looking up towards Heavep, 
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O my Baretans, my {weet and deare Baretano, and ſhall thy wretched Clardlive, thoix 
being dead ? when the violence of her affeCtion and ſorrow making her forget her felfe, 
and her God, ſhe ſecretly unſheathes her knife, and then and tHere would taffe ſtabs 
bed herſelfe to death; had not Albemare and her Aunt Exelia ſpeedily ſtept thr aſfi- 
ſtance, and prevented her, by wreſting it from her when cotidiiffine' her tt Gar- 
den totake the aire, ſhee prajes Albemere to'leave her, and in his abſence often againe 
repeating the name of her deare Baretano, ſhe a thouſand times wiſheth that Ke life had 
ranſcmed his,vowing,that although ſhe were a woman, Fet if ſhe y his qhitrtheters,; 
ſhee would flic totherr eyes, and teare out their hearts, in meererevenge ofthis inhtr- 
mane and cruell death; when her ſorrowes are ſo infinite; and Kerleſe ſoun uUppors 
table, as{he cannot long temaine in one place, but withdrawes her felfe fron th gar- 
den to her chamber, whitherher Aunt Emeliacarefully accompanies her, lieswith her 
thatnight tocomfort her, who, poore afflicted young Lady, nejther can nor will be 
comforted 3 {oasthe next morning, had not herAuit powerfully prevente#and ſtop- 

d her, ſhee had then undoubtedly, entred'the'Nunnery of her owne na me,9atnt Clara, 
and in thatretired and obſcure life, there ended her daies in Modena; reſolving intrue 
affection and zeale to her dead Baretano, never thenceforth,eithertoſee her parents, or 
Millan; but being diverted and comforted by ſore Divines, and many Ladies of that 
City, ſhee brooking her ſorrowes as patiently as ſhee may,Cwith much ſolicitation)after 
tendaies, permits her ſelfe to be conveyed home to Millar, where; although fhee were 
very cheerefully received, and joyfully entertained'of her fatherand mother; yet ſhee 
likewiſe went neere to have there mewed her felfe up a ſpiritual fiſter in the Wanzery 
of the Anmmciation3 but that againe ſhe was preventedz whereat grieving, Thee takes 


: 


on mourning attire, and vowes to weare it a whole yeere for his ſake : when ito make 
her ſelfe (as ſhee was) both a true Lover;and a true mourner to the memory of her dead 
Baretano, ſhee oftentimes ſteales into Saint Exphemias Church, where hee was butied, 
and there bedewes his tombe with teares, living ſo penfively, and diſconſolately; that 
although ſhee live in the world, yet it ſeemes ſhee neither ts, 'nor long, will be of 
the world. | the - bl 
But as women are but women, and as Time isa ſoveraigne temedy for all diſeaſes 
and ſorrowes; {o about ſome ten moneths after; the incefient importunity of her fa- 
ther and mother, and the continuall tender reſpect and obſervant courtefie of :4lbemars 
towards her, make her ſomewhat neglect and forget the memoryof Baretaio, and now 
tolooke on him with a more pleaſing and favourable eye, than before. But here ( a- 
ine) a confideration makes her affeCtion die towards A4lbertare; almoſt as' foone 1s it 
Penis tolive : For why (quath ſte) ſhould ſhe affe& or love him; who at Saint Re 
ve her Baretano three leverall wounds? But then Loye againe.fteps in,and thns pleads 
with hertor Albemare: That he received five wounds,and gave Baretano but thtet,whicht 
made him loſe far mere blood than Baretazo; and yet that this attempt of his, was only 
occaſioned through his affection to her, and onely for her ſake,as loying her dearer thati 
his owne lifez which againe gave her thoughts ſuch ſatisfaCtion, as weighed downe 
and vanquiſhed, as well by the power and prayersof het Parents, as alſo by the endle(ſe 
ſighes, letters, and preſentsof Albemare : the yeere is no ſoonerexpired, and her mours 
ing weedsand attirgdone away, but to their owne hearts content, andthe infpeakes 
able joy oftheir- parents, they in Mille (with great pompe and bravery) are very ſo- 
lemnly married. Bur this ry, Bo theirs ſhall not prove ſo proſperous as they ex- 
pect-and hope: For Godin his all-feeing Providence, hath decreed'to diſtuthe the tran- 
quillity and ſerenity thereof, and to make them feele the ſharpe and bitter ſhowers of 
affiition-and miſery,which briefly doth thus ſurpriſe and befalt them. | [TON 
Albeware atid Clera have hardly beene married together & yeere and quarter, but his 
hot love beginsto waxe cold and frozen to her; yez, albeit ſhee affected bir tfulyand s 
tenderly, yet he continually nopleitiagher, pn jotiting iv the ſweerneſfe 
of her youth, and the freſhnefle of her beaury, his luſthy atid ro: 4+ 


| 


226 


Gods Revenge again Munrtber. Book III. 


laſcivious felfe abroad among Curtezans, when they ſhould be fixed on her, and reſi- 
dentat home with his chaſte and faire Lady : fo as his infidelity proving her griefe and 
torments, and his vanity and ingratitude her unſpeakable affliction and vexation ; ſhee 
wich inoiee fighes and teares repents her matching him, and a thouſand times wiſheth 
ſhe had beene ſo happy and bleſied to have died Bareteno's Martyr, and not ſo unfortu- 
nate andaccurſed to {uh to ſce her ſelfe Albemares wife 3 and yet were there any hope 
of is reformation, ſhe ſhould then prefixe bounds to her calamities and ſorrowes : But 
ſceing that his vices grew with his age, and that every day he became more vicious and 
unkinde to.her than other; her hopes are now wholly turned intodiſpaire, hermirth 
into mqurning 3 yea, her inward diſcontents ſo apparantly bewray themſelves in her -. 
outward Cooked complexion;and countenance, that the Roſes of her cheekes are * 
metamorphoſed into Lillies, and her heart ſo wholly taken up with anguiſh, and ſurprj- 
ſed with ſorrow, as ſhee wiſheth that her bed were hergrave, and her ſelfe in Heaven 
with God; becauſe ſhe could finde ng comfort here on Earth with her husband : But 
beyond her expeCation,God is providing to redreſle her griefe, and to remedy her af- 
flictions by a very ſtrange and unlooked for accident. 

The Frevidence and Juſtice of God doth now againe refetch bloody Pedro, to at ano- 
ther part upon the Stage and Theater of this Hiſtory : For having ſpent that mony lewdly, 
which he before got damnably of 4lbeware, his wants are ſo great, and his neceflity fo 
urgent, as having played the murtherer before, hee makes no conſcience nor ſcruple 
now to play the thiefe,. and ſo by night breakes into a Jewellers ſhop, named Seignior 
Fiameta,dwelling in the great place before the Dowe,and there carries away from him a 
fmall Trunke or Casket, wherein were ſome uncut Saphyrs and Emralds,with ſome Venice 
Chyſtall pendants for Ladiesto weare in theireares, and other rich commodities : but 
Fiamatalying over his ſhop, and hearing it, and locking his doore to him for feare of 
having his throat cut, gives out the cry and alarum forth the window, which ringing in 
the ſtreets, makes ſome of the neighbours, and alſo the watch approach and aſſemble 
where finding Pedrs running with a Casket under his arme, hee 1s preſently hemb'd in, 
apprehended and impriſoned, and the Casket tooke from him, and againe reſtored to 
Fiamata, when knowing that hee ſhall die for this robbery, as a juſt puniſhment and 
judgement of God, now ſent him for formerly manbegng 6 Baretano, hee having no 
other hope to eſcape death,but by the meanes of 4/bemnare, he ſends early the nextmor- 
ning for bis man /aleris, to come to thepriſon to him, whom hee bids to tell his Maſter 
Albemare from him, that being ſure to be condemned for this robbery ofhis, if hee pro« 
cure him not his pardon, he will not charge his ſoule any longer with the murther of Be- 
retaxo,but will on the ladder reveale,how it was he who hired himſelfe and Leonards to 

rforme itz 7alerioreporting this to his Maſter, it affrights his thoughts, and terrifies 

is conſcience and courage, to ſee himſelfe reduced to this miſery, that no lefle than his 
life muſt now ſtand to the mercy of this wretched Varlet Pedro's tongue. But knowing 
it impoſlible to obtaine a pardon for. him, and therefore high time to provide for his 
own ſafety,by ſtopping of Pedrs's mouth; he reſolves toheave 0a upon Pelion,or to add 
murther to ,and now to poyſon him in priſon, whom he had formerly cauſed to 
murther Beretaxo in the ſtreet, tothe end he might tell no tales on the ladder, thinking 
it no ingratitude or fin, but rather a juſt reward and recompence for his former blood 
ſervice; ſoto feed Pedro with falſe hopes, thereby to charme his tongue to ſilence, and 
tolull his malice aſleepe, hee ſpeedily returnes Yalerioto priſon to him, who bids him 
feare nothing, for that his r bad vowed toget him his pardon, as he ſhall more ef- 
fectually heare from him that night; whereat Pedrorejo 


m th and triumpheth, telling 

Valerio, that his Maſter 4 1sthe moſt generous and braveft Cavalier of Lowhardy. 

Burtonip his joyes ip their untimelybloſſomes, and to diſturbe the barmony of his falſe 

confent, that very day, as ſeenge fe hath dined, he istried and arraigned before his 
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apparantly convicted and found guilty of this robbery,ke is by them 
to be hanged the next morne, at a Gibbet purpoſely to —_— 
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Fiamata's houſe, where he committed his deli and crime : which juſt ſentence not one- 
ly makes his joy ſtrike ſaile to ſorrow, but alſo his pride and hopes let fall their P<a- 
cocks plumes to humility and feare : But his onely truſt and comfort, yea, his laſt hops 
and refuge is in Albemare, who hearing him to be condemned to be executed the next 
morning 3 he ts enforced to play his bloody prize that night,and ſo in the evening iends 
Paterio, to priſon to him, with a Capon, and two Fiaſcoes (or bottles) of Wine tor bim 
ro make merry, informing him that hee hath obtained his pardon, and that it is written, 
and wants nothing but the 7;ceroyes ligne to it, which he ſball have to morrow at breake 
of day. Butthe Wine of one of the bottles wasintermixed with ſtrong and deadly poy- 
ſon,which was ſo cunningly tempered, as it carried no diſtaſtefull, but a pleaſing reliſh 
to the pallate 3 Yaleris like an execrable villaine, proving as true a ſervant to his Maſter, 
as. rebellious and falſe tohis God, he punually performes this fearefull and mourns 
full buſinefle ; and having made Pedro twice drunke, firſt with his good newes,and then 
with his poiſoned Wine, hee takes leave of him that night, and committing him to his 
reſt, promiſethto be with him veryearly in the morning with his pardon. When this 
miſerable and beaſtly prophane wretch, never thinking of his danger, or death; of 
God or his ſoule 3, of Heaven or Hell; betakes himſclfe to his bed, where the poiſon 
ſpycading ore his vitall parts, ſoone bereaves hum of his breath, ſending his foule from 
this life and world to another. 

Now the next morning very early, as the Gaoler came to his chamber, to bid him 
prepare to hisexecution, findes him dead and cold in his bed ; and thus was the mi- 
ſcrable end of this bloody and inhumane murtherer (and thiefe) Pedrs,who yet forex- 
ample ſake was one whole day hanged by the heels in his ſhirt, at his appointed place of 
execution, becauſe his Judges deemed that he had cruelly poiſonzd & made away him- 
ſelfe. And now doth Albemare againe rejoyce and triumph, to ſee he hath avoided that 
dangerous ſhelfe and rocke whereon he was very likely to have ſuffered ſhipwrack,yea, 
andnow he thinkes himſelfe ſo abſolutely ſafe and ſecure,as he holds it impoſlible, that 
either his murthering of Baretaxo, or his poiſoning of Pedro, can any way refle& onhim, 
or henceforth produce him any further ftormes or tempeſts: but his hopes and joyes 
will decerve him, for God, who its the infallible revenger of innocent blaod, will not ſo 
leave him, but ere long when he leaſt thinks or dreames thereof, not onely in his provi- 
dence detet theſe his toule crimes, but in his juſtice ſeverely puniſh them ; and the 
Readers curioſity ſhall not goe farto fee it : for asto a guilty conſcience, it is the plea- 
ſure of the Lord, tbat one miſery befall him in the necke and nicke of the other, ſo 4t- 
bemare is no ſooner freed of Pedro in Man, but behold he is afreſh intangled and aflaul- 
ted with Leonardo (his other hired murtherer) in Pavie, who having there prodigally 
rioted away his hundred Duckatons, and alſo run himſelfe farre in debt 3 his Creditoss 
joyne together, and ſo clap him priſoner,where having noother hope for his freedame 
and liberty,but torelie on Albemare,he writes him a Letter to Mil/an,wherin he acquaints 
him with his poverty and miſery,and prajes him(for the obtaining of his liberty) either 
tolend or give him fifty Duckatons : Albemare receives this Letter, but forgetting his 
former ſervices as alſo thinking it only a fetch of Leoxardo,to fetch him over for ſo many 
Duckatons, as God would have it, hee very inconſiderately burnes this his Letter. and 
anſwereth it with ſilence ; but he ſhall repent it when it will be too late, and out of his 
power to remedy this his ingratitude and indiſcretion. 

Leonardo having at leaſt fifteene daies expected an anſwer from Albemrare, and re- 
ceiving none, he is extremely incenſed and inraged to ſee himſclfe thus Neighted and 
forgotten of him, when exaſperated by his miſery,and animated by hisextreme poverty 
and indigence, in that he is now inforced to ſell away his apparell,and ſo to uncloth hjs 
backe, thereby to feed his belly, he intends no more:to requeſt and pray him, but now 
reſolvesto touch him to the quicke.the which he doth ia theſe few lines which he ſends 
him to Millas by a meſlepger of purpote- 
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LEONARDO tO ALBEMARE, 
T* my firſt Letter prevailed not with thee for the loane or gift of fifty Ducatons, to free me fron 

this my miſerable impriſonment, I make no doubt but thixany ſecond will, for being a ſouldier, 
I eive thee 10 uncerſtand that T hold it farre more geyerous to hang than ſterve, ſith as a halter 
is onely the beginning of my friends ſorrowes 3 ſoit will likewiſe be the end of my owne miſeries 3 
yea, if thou ſpeedily furniſh and accompliſh not my requeſt, although it coſt mee my life, Twill no 
loneer conceale, how thou didſft hire Pedro and my ſelfe, for two hundred Duckatons, to give 
Signior Baretano his death, which at thy requeſt we performed : Thinke then how neere my ſe- 
crecy concernes thy life, ſith when Tfofer death, TI know thou baſt but a ſhort andpoore time left 
thee to ſurvive mee 5 Therefore thanke thy ſolfe if thy ingratitude turne my affettion into con- 
tempt, and that into revenge and malice. 


LEONARDO. 


Now, although Leonardo meane not as he write, yet this his meſſenger comming to 
Mzllan, and not finding Albemare at his houſe, hee knowes not (and 18 reſolute) what to 
doe, either to {tay his comming in, or to deliver his Letter to ſome of his ſervants: But 
waiting at his doore till latein the evening, and hearing no newes of him, he givesit to 
Valerio, and (without telling him from whom,or whence it came) prayes him ſafely to 
dehver itto his Maſter, and that he will repaire thither the next morning for an anſwer. 
Valerio clapsthe Letter into his pocket, awaiting his Maſters comming; but he is ſo bad 
a husband to himſelfe, and ſo difloyall and unkinde a one to his chaſte and faire wife, 
as he was out all night with his Curtizans, which good and vertuous Lady, even pierceth 
her heart with griefe and ſorrow. Now 7/alerio ſeeing his Maſter abſent, his commin 
uncertaine, and himſelfe inforced to goe forth about his affaires, hee placeth the Let- 
ter upon a Cupboard neere his Maſters ſtudy, that it might be apparant to his eye when 
he.came in, and ſo departs. 

But here the mercy and providence of God invites the Chriſtian Reader to admire 
and wonder at the ſtrange diſcovery and deteCtion of this Letter : for as Albemare (more 
for ſport than jcharity) kept a man-foole of ſome forty yeeres old in his houſe, who in- 
rs was ſonaturally peeviſh, as not Mil/ar, hardly. 7taly could match him for ſimplicity. 
It ſo chanced, that this harmeleſle foole gate into the roome after Yalerio, and ſaw him 
putup this Lett-r on the Cupboard : Now, as Children and Fooles may in ſome ſort be 
termed Couſin Germaine tq _ 3 ſo asſoone as Valerio was departed, this Foole (no 
doubtled wholly by the diretion and finger of God, rather than by his owne proper 
zwpnorance and ſimplicity) gets into the chamber, and _ a ſtoole to aſcend the 
Cupboard, hee brings away the Letter, which both in the Hall and Yard hee toſſes and 
dandlesin his hand, as if this new-found play gave delight and content to his extrava- 
gantand {imple thoughts : when, behold our ſweete and vertuous Clara comming from 
Saint Ambro;eChurch, where ſhe had beene to heare Yeſpres, and ſeeing a faire Letter 
faſt ſealed inthe Fooles hand, ſhee enquiresof him from whence he had it ? -who ſing- 
ing and hopping, and ſtill playing with the Letter, ſhe could get no other anſwer from 
-him, but, That it was his Letter, and that God had ſent it hint, that God wr np i#t him : 
which ſpeeches of his he often redoubled. WhenClara weighing his words, and con- 
fidering out of whoſe mouth they came, her heart inſtantly gan to grow,and her co- 

ome intereſt in that Let- 
ter 3 whereupon ſnatchihg it from the Foole, whom ſhee left crying inthe Hall for the 
loſſe thereof; ſhee ſeeing it direed to her Husband, goes to the Parlour, attended by 
Adriana, and there fitting downein a chaire, and breaking up the ſcales thereof, ſhee 
begznsto read it 3 but whenſhee drawes toward the conclution thereof, and findes that 
it was her Husband Albemare's, who had cauſed her deare Loverand Friend Baretunoto 
be murthercd 3 then not able to containe her ſelfe for ſorgow, ſhee throwes her ſelfe 
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on the floore, and weepes and ſighes ſomournefully, as the moſt obdurateſt and flin- 
ticſt heart could not chooſe but relent into pity to ſee her : For ſometimes ſhe look'd 1 p 
to Heaven, and then agame dejecting her eyes to eart':, now wringing her hands, and 
then crofling her armes, inſuch diſconſolate and afflidted manner, as Adviara could not 
likewiſe refraine from tearesto behold her; when after a deepe and profound ſilence, 
ſhe bandying and evaporating many volleys of far fetcht ghes into the aire, ſhe com- 
manding Adriana torth, the doore ſhut, with the two extremities of paſlion and ſorrow, 
the alone u'ters theſe mournefull ſpceches to her (elf. 

And (hall Clara hive to underſtand, that her Baretano was murthered for her ſake,and 
by her unfortunate Huſband Alberrare and ſhall ſhe any more liein bed with him,who 
fo inhumanely hath laine him'n his untimely and bloody grave? And Clara.Clara, wilt 
thou prove ſo ungratefullto his memory, and tothe tender affeion hee bore thee, as 
not to lament,not to ſecke to revenge this his diſaſtrous and crucll end > When againe, 
her teares interrupting her words, and her ſighs her teares3z ſheeentring into a further 
conſultation with her thoughts and conſcience, her heart and her ſoule at laſt continues 
her ſpeech in this manner : O, but unfortunate and wretched Clara, what (peakeſt thou 
of revenge ? for conſider with thy ſelfe, to forget not to confider, Baretano was but thy 
friend. Albemrare 15 thy Huſband ; the fir(t loved thee in hope ro marry thee, but thou art 
married to the ſecond, andtherefore thou muſt love him; and although his ingratitude 
and infidelity towards thee,make him unworthy of thy affeftionz yet yee two are but 
one fleſh, and therefore conſider, that malice 15a bad advocate, and revenge a worſe 
Judge : But here againe remembring what a foule and odious crime murther was 1n the 
fight of tke Lord, that the diſcovery thereot infinitely tended to his glory and honour, 
and that the poore Foole was doubtlefle infpired from heaven, to a that God ſent 
the Letter 3 ſhe knowes that her bonds of conſcience to her Saviour, muſt exceed and 
give a Law tothoſe of her duty towards her Huſband; and therefore preferring Hea- 
ven before Earth, and God betore her Huſband, ſhee immediately calls for her Coach, 
and goes direCtly to Bareteno's Unkle, Seignior Giovan de Montefiore, and with fighs and 
teares ſhewes him the Letter, who formerly, thoughin vaine, had moſt curiouſly and 
exa(tly hunted to diſcover the murtherers of his Nephew. Mertefiore firſt reads the Lets 
ter with tears,then with joy 3 and then turning towards the Lady Clara, he commends her 
zeale and Chriſtian fortitude towards God, 1n ſhewing her how much the diſcovery of 
this murthertended to his glory, and fo preſently ſends away for the Preſident Criminalk 
who immediately repairing thither, he acquaints him therewith, ſhewes him the Letter, 
and prayes him to examine the Lady Clara thereon 3 which with much modeſty and 

uity he doth, and then returnes with her to her houſe, and there likewiſe examineth 
the Foole where he had the Letter : who out of his incivility and ſimplicity, takes the 
Preſident by the hand, 'and bringing him tothe Cupboard, tells him; Here God ſent the 
Letter, and here T found him : when Valerio being preſent, and imagining by his Ladies 
heavie and ſorrowfull countenance, that this Letter had, perhaps, brought her into ſome 
affliction and danger.he looking on the direction of the Letter, asalſo on the ſeale, hee 
reveales both to the Prefdert and his Lady, that he received that Letter from one whom 
he knew nor, and that he left it purpoſely on the Cupboard for his Maſter, againſt his 
comming. The Preſident being tully ſatisfied herein, admires at Gods providence, re- 
vealed in the fimplicity of this poore harmelefle Foole, in bringing this Letter, which 
brought the murther of Baretaxo to light, (when knowing that Gnd doth many times 
raiſe up the fooliſh and weake, to confouud the wiſe and mighty things of the world) 
he preſently grants outa Commilſhon to apprehend Albeware 3 who being then found in 
bed with Mariara, one of the moſt famous Beauties, and reputed Curtezans of Millan < 
Hee, both-aſtoniſbed and-amazed by the juſt judgements of God, is drawne from his 
beaſtly pleaſures and adulteries, to priſon 3 where being charged to have hired Fedrp 
and Leonardo to have murthered Baretars, he ſtoutly denics it. But Leowardo's Letter be- 
ing read him,and hee thereon adjudged to the anna and Conſcience ringing 
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him many thundring peales of terrour, hee there at large confeſfleth it : when for this 
foule and bloody fact of his, hee the ſame afternoone 18 condemned to be hanged the 
next morning, atthe common place of Execution, which adminiſtreth matter of talke, 
and admiration thorowout all M;//ar when Serjeants are hkewiſe ſent away to Pavia to 
bring Leonardo to Millin, who not ſo much as once dream'd or thought that ever this his 
Letter would have produced him this danger and miſery. 

And now Allemare advertiſed of- the manner how this Letter of Leonardo's was 
brought tolight, (withour looking up to Heaven, from whence this vengeance juſtly. 
b{e!l kim for his (ins) he curſeth the cruelty of his wite, the ſimplicity of the Foole,but 
moſt bitterly exclaimes againſt the remiſnefſe and careleſneſle of his ſervant Valerio, in 
not retaining and keeping that Letter, which is the onely cauſe of his death : yea, he is 
ſo far tranſported with choller againſt him,as although he hath but a few houres to live, 
yet he vowes he will aſſuredly cry quittance with him ere he die. 

Now the charity of his Judges ſend him Divines that night in priſon, to prepare and 
cleare his conſcience, and to confirme and fortifie his ſoule againſt the morne, in his laſt 
copflitwith the world, and her flight and tranſmigration to Heavenz who powerfully 
and religioully admonithing him, that if hee have committed any other notorious of- 
fence or crime, he ſhould now doe well to reveale itz He likewiſe there and then con- 
f:fieth, howhe had cauſed his man Yalerio to poiſon Pedro with Wine in priſon,the very 
night_before hee was executed z whereupon this bloody and execrable wretch (accor- 
ding to his helliſh deſerts) is ikewiſe apprehended and impriſoned. 

And now Gods mercy and juſtice brings this unfortunate(becauſe irreligious)Gentle« 
man Albemrare, to receive condigne puniſhment for thoſe his two horrible murthers, 
which he had cauſed to be committed on the perſons of Baretaxo and Pedro.,who aſcen- 

Wing the ladder, in preſence of a world of ſpectators, who flocked from all parts of the 
City to fee him take his laſt farewell of the world : The fight and remembrance of his 
foule crimes, having now made himnot onely ſorrowfull, butrepentant, he briefly de- 
livered theſe few words. | 

Hee conteſleth that he had hired Pedro and Leonardo to kill Baretano in the ſtreet, and 
ſeduced his ſervant Yalerio to poiſon Pedroin priſon; whereof, with much griefe and 
contrition, he heartily repented himſelfe, and beſought the Lord to forgive it him : be 
likewiſe belought Leonardo and / alerio to forgive him, in re{peCt he knew hee was the 
cauſe of their deaths 3 becauſe he was ſure they ſhould not long ſurvive him. He like- 
wile forgave his Foole, as bemg aſſured, that it was not he in the Letter, but God in him 
that had revealed the Letter for his juſt puniſhment and confulten. And laſtly, hee 
with many teares, forgave his wife and Lady Clara,whom he affirmed from his heart, was 
by far too vertuous for ſo diſlolute and vile a huſband as himſelfe. Hee blamed him- 
fſelfe for negleCting to love her,and curſed his Queans and Curtizans,as being the chiefe 
cauſe of all his miſeries, when requeſting all that were preſent, to pray for his ſoule, 
:hee was turned off. 

But his Judges ſecing that he had added murther to murther, they held it ones to 
adde puniſhment to his puniſhment ; and ſo hee isno ſooner cut downe, but they cauſe 
his body to be burnt, and his aſhes to be throwne into the aire, which ts accor- 
dingly performed. | 5G 
;' Now, becauſe the Lord in his Juſtice, will puniſh as well the Agents, as the Authors 
of murther : whiles Albemrare is aCting the laſt Scexe and Cataſtrophe of his Tragedy + His 
wretched hireling Leonardo, amd his execrable ſervant Yaleris are likewife arrained, 
foundguilty, and condemned tobe hang'd for their ſeverall murthers of Baretano and 
Pedro; and ſo the very fame afternoone they are brought to their Executioners, where 
Leonardo his former life and profeſſion having made hjm know better how to ſinthanre- 
pent3 he outof a ſouldier-like bravery (or rather vanity)thinks rather to terrifie death, 
than that death ſhould terrifie him 3 begging pardon for his ſinsin generall of God and 
the world,and then bidding the hang-man do his office,takes his laſt adiew of the world. 
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When immediately Yalerio aſcends the ladder, who having repentance id his heart, 
and griefe and ſorrow in his lookes; as neere as could be obſerved and gathered, 
{pake theſe words : 

- Thar being poore both in friends and meanes, the onely hope of preferment under 
his Maſter, made him at his requeſt to poiſon Pedro in priſon; That many times ſince 
hee hath heartily grieved for it, and now from his very foule-repents himſelfe of it, and 
beſeeching the Lotd to forgive it him, That hee was as guilty of his murther, as inno- 
cent of Baretano's 3 yea,-or of the knowledge thereof, before his Maſter was impri- 
ſoned for the ſame; and that as this was his firft Capitall crime, ſo fith hee muſt now 

die, he rejoyced it was his laſt, and fo praying all ſervants to beware by his miſerable 

example, not to be ſeduced to commit murther, either by their Maſters or the Divell; 
and beſ _ all that were preſent,to pray for his ſoule,he reſigning and commending 
it into the hands of his Redeemer, was likewiſe turned off 

And thoſe were the miſerable (yetdeſervedends) of theſe bloody murthers z and 
thus did yo Ne and revenge triumph over their crimes;and themſelves by heapir 
and raigning downe confuſion on their heads from heaven, when the Divell (falſely 
made them believe they fate ſecure 3 yea, when they leaſt dream'd thexeofon earth : 
Oh that the (ight and remembrance of their puniſhments, may reſtraine and deterre us 
from conſpiring and committing the like crimes ! ſo ſhall wee live fortunate, and die 
bappy3 whereas they died miſerably, becauſe they lived impioufly and prophanely. 

And here fully to conclude and ſhut up this Hiſtory, and therein as I thinke to give 
ſome ſatisfation to the curioſity of the Reader, who may perchance deſire to know 
what became after of the faire and vertuous Clara. Why her ſorrowes were ſo infinite, 
and her quality and nature ſo ſorrowfull, as being weary of the world, and as it were 
weighed downe with the inceflant vanities, croſſes and afflictions thereof: ſhee (not+ 
withſtanding the power and per{wafions of her parents) aſſumes her former reſolution, 
toretire and ſequeſter her ſelte from converſing with the world, and ſo enters mto the 
N of the A:nuntiation (fo famous in MiVan) where for ought I know, or can ſince 
underftandto the contrary, ſhee yet lives a penſive and ſolitary Siſter. | 
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La Vallelay poiſoneth her waiting-maid Gratiana, becauſe ons Js jealous that her Hucband De 
Merſon 3s d:ſboneſt with her 3 whereupon hee Boe from! In revenge wheregfſhe canſeth 
bis man La Villete to ds bime in a Waod, and then marries himin requitall. The ſaid 
La Villete. a yeere after, riding thirow the fame Wood, his horſe falls Fiieh him, and al- 
moſt kills him, when hee confeſſeth the »rurther of his Maſter De Merion, . and accuſeth bis 
Fa art _—_ tobe the canſe thereof So for theſe ny bloody CTY bs is hanged, and 
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of his revenging My and out of facred tre bi hathin all ints made their pu- 

nee ere; 2 Is: May wee 

thenr 0 Gerplery, 1nd 6. Maredly per- 
deteſt them #».ont elves 


forme if wee bathe he es mer, i 


N the faire ahd pleaſant City of Mans, Gm ar andhCapitall of the Province 
of Maint in ps er the boar yeeres that the of Bayi-Daxlphin wi Go- 
verdour thereof, und preſent Lewes XK V'KE: his Maſter ther& Uwele a 
Gentlewoman, (ag Sp threſcote dy three yeeres) termed Lo aſe , being well deſcen- 
ded, ahd leftve % 10 well in lands as moveables) by her | 9k husband 
Mons er Froyſet,who 4 aine in the behalfe of the ©weexn Mother,itvthe defence of Pont 


de Sey, aflaulted and _ by the King her ſonne. Now, _—_ h this old widow 
Les (in reſpect e) was fagre more fit to 704 the Church, 
Hpsbatid1n her Rt rH $ weaty of a ſingle life ConNe he no full link 
tnorhthdlinte (be bath b ſecond husband; (for pho No atlerk 
ſhee had formerly buried her firſt, at ka five and twenty yeeres = and is now 
againe reſolved to take a third and albeit ſhee knew that the civility of the widowes 
in Franet was ſuch, that they! pg arry, but almoſt never withm the-terme of a 
whole yeere; yet her conceit ah fancythinkesi it fiot onely lawful, but fir to breake 
this too auſtere cuſtome 3 and therefore ſhe peremptorily reſolves to livea wife, and 
nottodiea widow. - But this x&ſolution of :btrs, wereſhee enher im the Symmer or the 
Autumne of her yteres, had beene as excuſable and praiſe-worthy, as now it ſavoured 
of undecency and inconſtancy,-fith ſhee was in the Winter thereaf : For Age, deſpight 
of her Touth, and youthfull If res, had throwne ſnow on her head, and new died the 
| ns of her haire from blacke to white # yea, fhee was ſo farre from retaining any 
XD or reliquesof = indifferent beauty, asthe furrowes of her face could not juſtly 


ruites'or demot heveof z uhd yer" —_— marry agaihe. ' Nay 
Erin =_ Wealth, rather thn her Verrues and Per forage, iv mamykd Wid- 
ſorhe Fich Goh Oaks of the famous Pref; Gourt of 


Darn t "Her in martiepe3 and indeed; both: for lands and: pn 'ri6ne her 
Bs bur all at leaſt het walls and' forne her betters : /But\in-vaink, for the 
ofher thonFhts her, that thcher ſhee is too young for therti, br. theytoo 

old for her, and therefore ſhee will have none of them; yea, ker luſk ſeemes. ſo 

youthfully to give a law to her age, and the lyeto her yeeres, asſhe caſts off ker mour- 
attire, deckesher ſelf& upm gay apparel, powders her Kite, paitits her face, 

wi a reſolution (forſooth) — no old Dozerd, brita yoang Ces, to her Husband, 

as if therein ſhee wholly p All common bur her felicity : Buit 
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ifr 1 things which he dkriow , arnbopetgn ror Newnan VISU 

be is t- Only tothe end he might thereby {et my Fra | | ph 

baonetfe.and & hiſtre on his Endowment; and P; #; heeſa 

away, or rather ſore 1taliarn Phraſes an { tnplemenits-, which ki 

WOU d not oniely paſfe ciiyrant with the Gentlemen atid adies of Fraxce, buthlfd' gh ; 
arr} 


therh intoadmiration, as Well of himſeffe as them -  Whert immediately npon 
valt, that he might the better ſee and make himfelfe (cene/of the world”, hee flauins it 
ont inbrave appattell,both iti Eavel, Angierr,and Mars; Yea, thete is ſcarce any great 


Merſon, not onely bite his lips for ſorrow, but hang his head fot anger and vexation,yea, 
and overvaile his judgement herem.as in flead of making 26d 


miſery and repctitance!) #gaine precipitates and/ingutphs himſelfe afreft in new debes, 
both with Ok one fo Taylor,” and no longer able to digeſt his fathers checks 
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n:to, dy divulged and.knowne inthe City 3 yea, and becauſe he was a great 
; pn. yoyaday 5 noſolemne ans ea Pu io vate, bat (till 
Me one'; and there Farnge a reputed beauty, Qr cqurteous Lady 
ts, but ſuch, may hin, vanity, as hee;/{oone: A and inſinuated 
ance and familiarity, the which he, made norenly his debght, 
; d although that.ma ſmall time, the.wiſe ſort of th 6 Gentlemenand 
vp wes, "= wit and experience to, come anfigitely oa of his fe 
= more illiterate and. ignorang of them;;.who eſteeme. all, men. by 

, and. not, by their” brave-worth,) as preferring Bay Apparel b und 
line! fle of the body:, befqre the exquilite endowmentsand hong thi of 

hy gh a reputeand ad 5lieemg, as. ep chunk bonke hint tobe 
abſolute Gallant,not onely 0 | Mam... but of Copa a Maine, jpbe mem it 13t0 
capyvate.the.conceits and: judgements of theſe, who onely ya their. hadgenients;in 
their conceits, and ngt their. conceits 1n judgement... , 

And Ac rhis s rank and number was our old widow La Vaſſelay, _ ACALLEE times. 
heard of 1 _ {erſons fame,and comely perſonage, and ſeeng hun ance ata Sermon, and 
twice at two ſeyerall Nuptiall feaſts, where his {kill andagilty proved, him to be one 
ofthe prime Dancers, ſhes ſo farte.1n love with him,as.1a her thoughts and heart, 
viſherh ſhe had given. halfe her eſtate and dowry, conditionally that ſhe were his wi 
and he her buſbatd ; yea ſhe isſo raviſhed with the comelineſle of hi: feature , and the 
ſweetneſle,of his complexion and.gountenance, /as all the waxld is nothalte lo deare to 
heras De Merſon,nor any.man whatſoever by many! thouland degrees,ſo delicious to.her 
eyc.and pleaſing to her heart and ſoule.as himſclfe. And althoughſhee bein the frozen 
Zone of her age, yet her intemperate luft makes her deſires ſo youthfull ul intemperate,as 
forgetting reaſon and modeſty, , (that the beſt vertue of our {gule,and thisthe chicte(t 
ornamentgf our body) ſhea = times witheth, Ea Hes De Merſon. were impal- 
led in ber Tt incloyſtr is Fi ay ; 

But King Fes oe well (467 yely y.); 0) Gent eWOman, is this a time 
for thee to eof \a band d, [when [dying thy,qld feete is,as1t were, in thy 
grave?or being in thy C hey yeere/of threeſcore & thre&,art thou yet ſo fra cos 
ted with ley NE exempt o! a 34 wei _ asthou wilt needs ſecke to marpy ape of 
and twenty ?, Fooliſh Ls aſe Us, iu '1t bo got now time, yea-hightime for thee to 
thy deſirestocontinency, whe a will tbe, if ever be ?- Didftthoureſolve to wy TE 
bandneerexdt. thine gag age. , and ſotq end.the; remainder of thy daies with himin 
chaſte and holy wedl = + Ah fo of thine. Mer asexcalable, asthisin oh 

ſo hg 014 ODE, is WO norcpaly, wy uprereen of reprehention, and I may ſay, 
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But the vanity of this old Gentlewomansthowgtitzanddefiees, doc (o vidlently fik 
-nd terminate on the youth: and beauty of young, and(as ſhe immodeſtlyteatens 
Faire.De Merſott, as theonely conſideration of her delighrand pleafure; weighes 40whe 
all other reſpetts; ſo that neither redfon nor modeſty, advice nor perfyaſion , cati pre- 
vaile with her reſolution;todivert het affeRion from him; but love him hee doth, arid 
(which is repugnant, as well tothe itiſtin&t of Natare, as to the influerice of modeſty, 
2nd rulesof civility) ſecke him fur her huſband ſhewills ___ is 4lready become 
Gttiſb in her affeM1on, and fo laſciviouſly fervent in her deſites towards him, that Het 
heart thinks of him by day, her ſoule by hight that admires hity as the very life of het 
felicity,and this adores him as the ohely content and glory of her life : ſhe will nbt ſes 
the orcatneſle of het owhe eſtate and wealth, nor cuntider the ſindllneſle of his triednes 
and hopes, inthat he 15 not an heire,but a ſecond brothet3 ſhe will hot en ute afterhis 
debts and vices, to know what thoſe may be, what theſe are 3 ſhe will notthinke what 

poſterous diſparity there is betwixt the fire of his yuuth;and the ice bf her age not 
what 4 world of diſcotitents and afflictionsare incident to proceed thereof : ſhe Will Hot 
conſidet,that in endowing him with all her wealth, that ſhe thereby jmpoveriſheth mas 
ny, as well of her owne kindred, asof thoſe of her twoformer huſbands, to whoti ii 
the right of Natyre it more juſtly and properly: belongs'3 and to conclude and fliut tp 
this point,ſbe will not imagine or dreame, to how many laughters and ſcandals of the 
world ſhe expoſeth her ſclfe,who will not onely call her diſcretion, but her modeſty iri 
queſtion;for matching with ſo young a Gentlethan as De Merſo# , to whom for age; ſhe 
may not only well be mother , but (which is more) grandmother : But cotitrariwiſe 
this fooliſh old Gentlewoman having ſent her wits a wool-gatheting on his ſweet arid 
comely perſonage 3 his youth and her affection, like two inmpetuous torrehrts, and furi- 
ous inundations, beate downe all othet reſpe&ts and conſiderations before them : yet; 
they ſo ſubtnerge her reaſon, and ata drown het diſcretion,as ſhe hath no eyes im{hut 
to ſee the one, nor eares unſtopped tb heare the other, ſo that if ſhee deſire any thing ini 
the world,it is (as formerly is obſerued) that ſhe live coſee De Merſo# her hu nd,and 
her ſelfe his wife : which to effe& and accompliſh,ſhe knowes no better nor fitter Ageit 
toemploy hetein, than one Mourſier dr Pronteine, an ancient Counſellowr, of the Prefidiaf 
Court 4 bp City, who was the onely Connſeloxr both to her laſt huſband and her ſelfe; 
and of whoſe diſctetion, integrity and fidelity;t{hee had all the reaſoris of the world t6 
teſt confident and aſſured. of h 

Now although the iſedozie and Experictice of De Praneas ſuggeſted hit what ab &#= 
treame inequality thete was betwixt De Merſozr.youth, and La Vaſſelajes age , which he 
could not more pertinently parallel and compare, than to Winter and Sumrher 4; the 
Srring and baryeſt: and therefore how many atfliftions and miſeries were ſubje&t to 
ahd waite on ſuch prepoſterous marriages, whereof he had fortiierly ſeene divets 

fall inſtances,as well of men 4s women,who had ſuffer 
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ſelfe bluſhing , -De Pruneau not; able likewiſe to refraine from [miling, promiſeth her 
to be very mindfill thereof; -. To which end , hee (with the firſt conveniencie) finds 
out.De Mer/on ,- acquaints hinrHow much hes obliged to Madamoyſele La Vaſelay, for 
her afteCtion to him ,, layes before him the Nobihty of her defcent and blood, the 
greatueſle of her Eſtate and meats, asalſothe excellencic of her vertues; that fifty 

eeres is the moſt of - het-age;, and that ſhee'its-not by farre ſo old; as pleaſing and 
heady ; that ſhe affe&ts himabove all the met-in the world,yea, and deſires no man of 
the world for her huſband butt himſetfez and that when hee pleaſfeth, ſhee deſires the 
honour of his company to hex houſe, with many other intimations and infinuations'con- 

dacing that way: - 
De Merſon having formerly underſtood of LaVaſſelayer rich Eſtate and Dowrie, as 
. alfoof the truth ofher age; hetikes the firſt well,and although hee diſtaſte, yet he will 
diflemble the ſecond. he thankes De Pruneas for his paines, and LaVaſſelay for her love 
toward him promiſeth to requite the firſt , and if her wealth and vertnes correſpond 

withy his relationto deſerve the ſecond ; alleaging further, 'that although there bee a 

greatrinequality intheir age, yet ſith he is no heire bur a: fecond brother, thar itis ra- - 

ther likely than impoſlible forit to bee a-match betwixtthem 3 and in the meane time 
to require part of -her-affeftion., hee promiſeth to Suppe with her the night follow- 
ing at her houſe ; -where hee unely deſires his vx an" and aſliſtance , that they may 
the more effeQyally and ſecretly confiile of this bulinefle , which hee hopes will ſo 
much import, as well her good and his content, as her contentand his good 3 and fo for 
that time they part. | 
De Pruneau having received his pleaſing and diſcreet anſwere from De Merſon , hee 
retarnes with the relation, and repetition thereof to La Vaſſehay ,” vowes that his exteri- 
our feature is no way anſwerable,but comes farreſhorc of his 1nteriour Vertues and dif- 
cretion 3. and that by all which he eyther cancolleCtfrom his ſpeeches, or gather from 
his deportment and behaviour, hee ts in his conceit the moſt accompliſhed Gentleman, 
not onely of Maine, but of Frances and ſo bids her prepare her Supper, and her ſelfe to 
entertaine him.the next night. Whichanſwere of De Merſonzs,and relation of De Proneay, 
is ſo-plealingto her heart and thoughts , as her age ſcemes to bee already ravighed with 
Joy at the conceit of his youth; when thinking every minute a moneth, and every houre 
a yeare,before ſhe be made happy,and her houſe bleſſed with his preſence, ſhee leaves 
no coſt unſpared,or unſpent, to make his entertainement anſwerable to hiswelcome : 
whereof whiles ſhe is not onely carefull,butcurious in providing,let us curſorily fpeake 
. a-wordor two how De Merſorentertaines and digeſteth this unexpeted moxion and af- 
; feQtion of La Yaſſelay- x ar * 


* 


, He hughes1n his ſleeveto ſee heryouthfull affections ſo flouriſhing in this Autwmre, 


him this remedy: That Marr bath beau- 
him to recreate hi topuſle his time with 3 and that altho 
him ſometimes in her bed;,. yet he may have! Lafſes and Ladiesin his 
mes, bothwhen,and where he pleaſeth.:. He conſidereth chat rich widowes are not ſo 
oghr found as ſought.nor ſo ſoone obtaivedas forinds a wa Orr Wa 
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then wonne. Againe that the elder ſhe 1s,the ſooner ſhe will die,and he then is at tberty 
to marry as young a Virgin as he pleafeth, and that her wealth would then prove a true 
prop,and ſweet comfort to his age. And to conclude and finiſh this conſultation of his, 
ſhe 1s without children to moleſt and trouble him,and thereforeto be deſired, ſhe is ver- 
tuous,diſcreet,and of an excellent fame and reputation,and therefore deſerves to be ac- 
cepted and not refuſed. | 

Upon the grounds of which reaſons and conſiderations, he makes good his promiſe 
to De Pruxeau,and comes the next night both to vilite, and ſuppe with LaVYaſſelay; who 
having parpoſely deckt her ſclfe up in her youthfull and gayeſt apparrell 3 receives 
him, with all demonſtrattons of affection and joy. Ar his firſt arrivall hee affords her 
two or three killes, whereat ſhee infinitely both rejoyceth and triampheth - andin a 
word, he findes that his welcome not onely exceeds his deſerts,but his expeation; and 
believe mee 1t was worth the obſervation, to ſee how ſuperficially his youth looked on 
her age,and how artificially and luſtfully her age gazed on his youth. Now,by this tine 
ſupper is ſervedin,wher-1n her afteCtion was againe diſcovered him inthe curioſity and 
bounty thereof. Where De Pranean togive lite totheir mirth,tels them both, that hee 
hopes this their firſt meeting and enterview will produce effe&ts anſwerable to both 
their contents and deſires; Whereat De Merſon cannot refraine from bluſhing, nor Ls 
Vaſjelay from ſmiling : They are all very pleaſant and iocond at table,and ſhe to give the 
bettcr edge and reliſh to hisaftection, ſtrives to ſeeme farre younger then indeed ſhe is, 
and then he knows her to be ;, yea,ſhe d6th ſo cunningly entermixe and diſperſe youth- 
full ſpeeches amid{t her aged gravity, as if ſhee were not old, oratleaſt, newly made 
young-Now whules ſhe feaſted her eyes on his freſh countenance and faire complexion, 
he ſends his abroad to looke on her plate, rich hangings,& houſhold-ſtuffe, wherewith 
he ſaw her houſe was uw and plentifully furniſhed : Supper ended, & the cloth taken 
away,they are no ſooner fallen from their Viands, but they fall totheirtalke. De Merſor 
kindly and familiarly takinghis new old Mzſtris in his Arzres, as 1f he had already given 
hera place in his heart and affettions; which makes her beyond her (elfe,both merry 
and joyfull. I will not trouble the Reader with the repetition of what ſpeeches & com- 
plements here paſt betwixt themz becauſe in this,and my future Hiſtories I will follow 
the ſame method of brevity which I have propoſed & oblerved in my former. Let then 
his inquiſitive curioſity underſtand , that they parted ver :pvingly and affectionately 
this firſt time: and De Merſor although he were a devoſiied Gentlemen, yet he is not ſo 
ſimple toomit, but ratherſo well adviſed toprie1nto the true depth, and naked truth 
of hereſtate ; andthe rather, for that he hath knowne many Gentlemen who have beene 
fetch'd over,and gull'd inthisnature,and in marrying one widdow have match't them- 
ſelves to two thieves,and credulouſly thinking her rich, have in the end found her a very 
| begger : Whereupon he takes three dates reſpite to reſ{olve,and ſo with ſome kiſſes and 
many thanks for her afte&ion,and her kind entertainment and great cheere, hee for that 
night takes his leave of her, whoſe faire carriage and &1{creet reſolution in temporizing, 
La Vaſt applauds, and De Pruneau approves : So De Merſon having ſpent the firſt and 
ſecond day in ſurveying the writings of her Dowry,the Leaſes of her Lands and'houſes, 
and the Bonds and Bils of Debts due-to her,with all her ready Money, Plate, and other 
moveables : he finds her eſtate toanſwere his expettation and her report,and that ſhe is 
really worth inland, (ix thouſand Frankes 269 6g48 her moveables worth at leaſt 18 
thouſand more; he the third day publikly contracts himſelte to her 3 and having adver- 
tiſed his father thereof,who likes the wealth better than the widow, within 8 dates after 
privately marries her, which'adminiſtreth cauſe of ſpeechand wonder in 8 about Mazs- 
ſome blaming her of indiſcretion & levity\to match ſ& young aGertlexran,others taxing 
him of folly to marry ſo old a'widdowslone extolling and applaudimg his judgement;in 
enriching himſelfe with ſogreat an eſtatezwhich would not only deface his debts,ſecure 
his youth and age from the ſtorms of want, and the tem peſts of neceflity,but alſo'in the 
one and the other maintaine him richly,proſperouſlyand gallantly.' And arg of ine 
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beleeving,and preſaging, that this their great inequality and diſparity of yeeres,would 
either of the one fide or other,or both, produce many diſcontents and afflictions,inſtead 
of hoped-for joyes and proſperities. Thus every one ſpeaks differently of this prepo- 
ſterous match,according as their paſſions and fancies dictate them:but which of all theſe 
opinions and judgements ſpeakes trueſt, weſhall net goe far to underſtand and know. 

Wee have ſcene the conſummation of this marriage, Toxth wedded to Age; May to 
December, and young De Merſon to old LaPaſſelay; in which contratt and nuptaalls,cither 
of them are ſo vaine, and both ſo irreligious, as caring wholly for the pleaſures of their 
bodies, they have not therein ſo much as once thought of their ſoules, or of Heaven: 
Yea, Gods not ſo much as once nominated or remembred of them. All the ends of 
marriages are onely two3 Gods glory, and the propagation of children; and becauſe 
they cannot hope for the ſecond, mult they therefore needs be ſo impious, asto forget 
the firſt? Aye we, if his youth had atta!ned no more Grace, could her age retaine no 
more goodneſlez or how can they flatter themſelves with any hope, that this marriage 
of theirs can poſlibly proſper, when onely her aime and end therein is luſt and his 
wealth ? If a building can ſubſiſt and flouriſh, which hath a rotten and reeling founda- 
tion, then this match of theirs may proſper, otherwiſe cannot : for what more rotten, 
than the beaſtly pleaſures of herluſtfull, and yet decayed age, and what more reeling 
and fickle, than the conſtant inconſtancy of his laſcivious youth ? which make my 
thoughts juſtly feare, and my heart m_ preſage and apprehend : that repen- 
tance, not pleaſurez affliction, not joy; miſery,not proſperity, isat the heeles to attend 
and follow theſe their Nuptialls : As marke wee the ſequell, and it will briefly in- 
forme us how. 

De Mer ox hath not beene married two whole moneths to LyVaſſelay, but he begins to 
repent himſelfe that ever hee matched her, for hee now ſees, though before hee would 
not, that it is impolible for youth to fadge and ſympathiſe with her age, hee ſees that 
ſhe hath a diſcrepit, fickely and decayed body, and that ſhee is never free of the Cough 
and Rheume, as alſo of anifſue in her left arme, which is not oncly diſpleaſing, but 
loathſome to him. Yea, when ſhe hath taken off her ruffe and head attire, and dighted 
her felfe in her night habiliments, then he vowes hee is afraid of her Lamb-ſkin Moved 
cap and waſte-coatez and takes her withered face for a Yizard, or a Commet, which 
yeelds no delight but terrour, to his eyes, ſwearing that he ſerves onely for a bed 
to heat her frozen body, which ofit ſelfe is farre _— than a Marble Statue : Yea, hee 
is ſo farre out of love with her, becauſe, to write the truth, hee never truely loved her, 
that her fight is a plague to him, her preſence by day a Purgatory, and her company 
by night a very Hell. 

But deboſhed and diſſolute Gentlewar, theſe vicious and impiousconceits of thine, 
come immediatly from Hel/ & Satax, and are no way infuſed in = thoughts by Heaven 
much leſle inſpired in thy heart by God:Confider,confider with thy ſelfe;that if Le Vfſe- 

be old, yet ſhe is now thy wife,and that whatſoever De Praxeax or her (elfe informed 
thee of fiftie yeeres, yet thou knowelt ſhee could not be lefle than ſixtiethree, and more 
ſhee is not. In which regard marriage (the holy Inſtitution of Heavex) having now 
made you of two, one; if thou wilt not love her age, at leaſt thou ſhouldſt reverence 
it , or1f thoucanſt not affett her, thou ſhouldeſtnot hate her. Hath ſhe imperfeQtions? 
what womanin the world lives without them?or is ſhe peſtred with diſeaſes,who can be 
either exempted from them, or prevent them ? Thouhaſt yowed inthe Temple of the 


Lord, and in the preſence of him and his people, not onely to love, butto honour her ; 
and is thy inconſtancy and impiety already ſuch, as forgetting that promiſe and vow of 
thine, thou doſt now not onely diſhonour, but deſpiſe and comtemne her; and that thoy 


onely + that vow purpolely to breakeit : O De merſorr, if thou art not capable of 
her, be 


becauſe ſhe 


et doe but believe the truth, and/thou wilt finde, that if thou wilt not love 
ſhe is t00 01d to be thy wife, yet-thou ſhouldeſt reſpet and regard her, 
is old enough to be thy Grandmother : for as it is incivility not to reverence 
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Agez ſo it is impiety todiſdaine and maligne it: and if inany man towards a meere ſtrans! | 
yer,how much more # huſband to his owne wife ? And becauſe it is eafier toeſpie our | 
WIVES pn than to finde out, or reforme our owne3 ifthy wife LaVaſſelay be: 
a 
re 


guilty c : ny fault towards thee, it is becauſe ſhe loves thee wo well, and aftects thee 
r00 yi | 7 | Los : 
Wee have ſcene DeMerſores diſtaſte of his wife Le Yaſelay : Let isnow ſee how ſhee, 

likes, or rather why ſhe ſoone diſlikes him : for hee beares himſelfe ſo ſtrangely , and. 
withall, fo unkindly towards her, as her deſires of his youth comes farre ſhort both 
her expeCation and hopes : for if helie with her one might,he wanteth ſixe from het z 
is ſtill abtoad, and ſeldome ot never at home with her yea, hee is of ſuch a gaddirg 
humour , and ringing diſpoſition; as his thoughts and delights are tranſported elſe+ 
where, not at home 3 with other young Dames of Mans , aot with her ſelfe 3 and the 
vanity of his pleaſtires doe fo farte ſurprize and captivate him, that hee is'alreddy be-+ 
come ſo vitious, as hee makes day his night , and night his day , living rather like a 
voluptuous Epicure, than a temperate or Civill Chriſtian : Neither, quoth ſhee, is it 
zealouſie but truth which makes her prie ſo narrowly into ſo lewd and laſcivious aQtis 
ons, wherein the further ſhe wades, the more cauſe ſhe finds both of griefe and vexa-: ; 
tion ; which makes her wiſh, ſhee had beent blind when (hee firſt ſaw him; and ei+ [; 
ther he or _ ſelfe in Heaven , when they ſo unfortunately marrycd each other hete 
upon Earth. ch. | 

How now fond and fooliſh old Geztlewoman, are thy joyes ſo ſoone converted into 
ſorrows, and thy triumphs into teares ? why, thou haſt juſt cauſe to thanke none but 
thy ſelfe,for theſe thy croſles and afflidtions; fith thy luſtfull and laſcivious d&lires were 
not onely the authour, butthe procurer of them : fqr hadſt thou beene more modeſt; 
and lefle wanton, thou mighte have apparantly ſeene,and providently foreſeene,that 
De Merſots youth was too young for thy age, becauſe thy age was too old fot his yourh 5 
ſo that hadſtthou beene then but halfe ſo ſtayed and wiſe, as now thou art ſorrowfull, 
thou needſtnot now grieve for that which thou canſt not redrefle, nor repent for that 
which is out of thy power to remedy. But rafhand inconſidetate woman, how comes 
this to paſle, that thou artready to entertaine jealoufie, when death ſtands ready to 
entertaime thee ? Could all the courſe of thy former youth bee ſo happy,not to bee ac 

nainted with this vice , and doth now thy frozen age thinke it a vertueto admit atid 
hence it? Ay me, I grieve to ſee thy folly, and lament to underſtand thy miadnefle 
Its-this kind : for what is jealoulie, but the rage of bur thoughts, and braines, thediſ- 
ſturber of our peace and untbng ens enemy of our peice and happinefle, the ttai- 
tour to our judgement and underſtanding, the plague of our lite , the poyſon of out HS 
hearts,and the yery bane and Canker of our ſoules ? Jecalouſic, why, itis the dauglites 
of frentic, and the morhet of madneſle, it isa vice purpoſely ſent from hell, to make 
thoſe wretched on carth, who may live fortunate and happy; and yet will not; yea, it is 
a vice which I know not whethet it bee moreeafie to admit, or difficult toexpell, bes 
ing adinitted. But La Yaſſelay, expell itthou mult, at leaſt, if thou thinke to live for- 
tunate, and not todie miſerable. Wert thou as young as aged,thy jelouſie might have 
ſome colour and excuſe in mecting with the cenſures of the world 5 wheteas now not 
ving the one, it cannot receive the other, And as thoſe womedt are both wiſe an 


bappy,who winke at the youthfull eſcapes of their huſbands; ſo thy jeloalie makes theg 
ru” Llterveteuyt an? DEX era thean be liſh toclpic,a 
fo indlicious ©o recneabet theſe of chine Is Dr Mer/on given and addicted to othet 
' women? whypardon him, becauſe hee is4 young man : and as hee is thy huſband 
and thou i betievethut bee is every way more worthy of thy prayers, thanof 
| Thus wee ſee upon what fatall and ominous tearmes theſe fires win 
that 
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ehitfor any thing I ſee or know to the contrary,theſe difterent viceshave already taken 
ſuch deepe and dangerous root inthem, as they threaten not oneby the ſhipwracke of 
their content, but of their fortunes, if not of their lives. 

Now for us to finde outthe particular objet of La YVaſſelayes jealouſte,, as her fooliſh 
curioſity hath already the generall cauſe , we muſt know, that ſhee hath a very proper 
young Gentlewoman whoattends her, of ſome eighteene yeeres of age, tearmed Gra- 
tiana, of a middle ſtature, ſomewhat enclining to fatneſle, having a freſh ſanguine com- 
ptexion , and brightflaxen haire, ſhee being indeed every way exceeding lovely and 
faire; and with this Gratiana, ſhe feares her huſband is more familiar than either mo- 
deſty or chaſtity can permit3 and yet ſhee hath onely two poore reaſons ſor this , her 
credulity and jealouſie, and God knowes they are poore and weake ones indeed : The 
firſtis, that ſhe thinkes her owne withered face ſerves onely but as a foyle, to make Gra- 
tiana's freſli beauty ſeeme the more pretious and amiable in his eyes. The ſecond is, 
thatſhe once ſaw him kiſſe her in her preſence m the garden , when ſhe brought him a 
hindkercher, which his Page had forgotten to give him. Ridiculous grounds, and 
ttiviall reaſons, for herto build her feare,or ereCt her jealoulie on;or to invent and raiſc 

\ ſo foule a ſcandall and calumny;and yet not to ſupprefle, but to report the whole truth, 
s De Merſon was Jaſciviouſly in love with Gratiana,had often attempted her deflouration, 
but could never obtaine her conſent thereunto - for ſhee was as chaſte as faire, and im- 
pregnable either to be ſeduced by his gifts and preſents,or to be vanquiſhed and wonne 
by his trecherous promiſes, proteſtations, and oathes : for ſhee told him plainely and 
peremptorily, when ſhe ſaw him begin to grow importunate, and impudent in this his 
folly, That although (he were but a poore Gentlemans daughter, yet ſhee thanked God, 
that her parents had ſo vertuouſly train'd her up in the Schoole of Honour, that ſhee 
would rather die, than hve to be a ſtrumpet to any Gentleman or Prince of the world : 
which chaſte anſwere, and generous reſolution of hers, did then ſoquench the flames 
of his laſcivious and inordinate affeQtion to her , as thenceforth he exchanged his luſt 
itolove towards her-, and vowed, that hee would both reſpe& and honour heras his 


cherous ſt-pdame)ſends for an Ap_—_ named Rexnee, gives kim a watchword, in 
his eare, to draw at leaſt {ixteene ounces © 


told her, thar the drawing of fo great a quantity of blood from her, mig ht not onely 


bane fall nr goo farreto ſcea ſecond; 1; 


: TH, fl 1 
ofher Miſtrisjealoufie towards her Maſter. and 


noo 


HilkXtH. 


De Meifon and LaVeſter.. a3 


her; for her affeChion and-care of herhealth.; and'naw the very next day after De Merſors 
dyinngat home with hisald wife , (which be had.agot donein-many daiey beftre) and 
ſecingO@raiear looks ſo white and:pale;:domandsheriffhe be.not well, and then que» 
ſtioneth bis watt what ayles her Gentlewernan to loake {0.ill; which ſhee ſeemes to put 
off witha feigned excuſe : but withal (bs if this cate of her huſband towards Gratiena, 
were 2 true confirmationef their diſhonefty;and her jealoulis) the retaines the memory 
thereof deepelyin her heart and thoughts : |yea;it ts-ſo frequent,and fixed in her ima+ | 
ginations, asſhee cannot,” ſhee will notany longer ſuffer or endure this affeftion of her 
huſband to Gratia#a3' northat Gratiaxa's youth thall wrong £4 Vaſſelay cage in the rites 
and duties of marriage. Wherefore catting ſad atpeitson him, and malignant lookes «n 
het,ſhe to pleaſe and'give {atisfattion ta her jealouſie { which cannot be pleaſed or fa- 
tified with any thing but revenge ) reſalves ro make her know what it is, fora waiting 
maid'to offend and wrong her miſtris m this kind,{ whennot to diminiſh,] but rather ro 
augment and 'redouble her'former cruelty toward-her, Her. huſband riding one day 
abroad in n_ of 'divers other Gentlemen of:the City, to hunt Wolves which a- 
boundin thoſe aft and ſpacious waodsaf Maize; ſhe nnder pretence of ſome other bu-« 
fineſſe calls Gyatiana alone into herinner chamber;when holting the doore after her, 
ſhe with meager and pale etvie mherlookes, and 1mplacabletury and chollerin het 
ſpeeches, chargeth her of diſhoneſty with her huſbapgi3:-callingher whore , ſtrumpet, 
and baggage 7 affirming thatthe timeand houre igniow: come; tax her to-bee revenged 
of her. -- Poore:Gyatiaves botramazed and afftighted at this ſudden and'furious ( both 
unexpected and undefiled alarumofherMh/tris, ny her honour,and(as ſhee thinkes 
and feares)her life called in queſtion ſhe atter a world of fighes and teares,tearmes her 
accuſers devils and witches, avowes by.her partin heaven , and upon the perill of her 
owne ſoule.that ſhe is innocent of that crime whereof ſhe accuſed her, and that neither 
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tare, the which ſhe fearesher huſband De Mer/or, and her father Monaſier de Bremay,will 
take in ill part 3 wherein ſhee is noway deceived, forthe one grieves, and the other 

ſtormes thereat : yea, when De Merſon (through flattery and threats) had drawne from 
the Chamber-maid and Cooke-maid , the truth'ot his wives cruell whipping of Gra- 
tiaee,as alſo the cauſe thereof, her jealoufic : He juſtly incenſed and enraged, flies to 
this his ſottiſh and cruell wife, tels her, that jealoufie comes from the devill, whoſe part 
he affirmes ſhe hath acted, in ating this upon innocent Gratzara, then whom their lives 
not a chaſter maid in the world, That — ſhe were poore, yet, that ſhe was as well 
| deſcended as herſclfe. In whichregard, if ſhe did not ſpeedily right and redeeme her 
wrongs, and ſeeke means to pacifie & recall her,that he would forthwith leave her, yea, 
and utterly forſake her: which cooling-card of his to his wite,makes her looke on her 
former erroneous cruelty towards Gratiana, rather with outward griefe , than inward 
repentance. But ſceing that her jealoufie muſt now ſtoope and ſtrike faile to her hu(- 
bands Choler, and that to enjoy his company, ſhee muſt not be exempted and deprived 
of hers : ſhe contrary to her defireand will, (which ſtill retaines the fumes and flames 
of jelouſie asthat doth of revenge) isinforced to make a vertue of neceſlity, and foto 
beare up with the time , feigning herſelfe repentant and ſorrowfull tor what ſhe had 
ly donetoGratiexa : ſheeto reclaime her , buyes her ſo much wrought blacke 
aftety for a Gowne,and ſo much-Crimſon Damaſke for a Petticoate;and with abrace- 
let of Pearle which ſhe accuſtomed to weare upon her right arme3 ſhe ſendsit to Nogent 
to her byLa Vilette;a Gentleman of her huſbands,and accompanicth it with a letter to her 
father, Monſter de Bremay,which contained theſe words. 


La VASSELAY to:DE BREMAY- 


Aving vindicated Trath _ Error, and caloube into Judgement,t 
H fndethis have wr wt par wamingyo wg 7 grieve, with contritzon,and 
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Gratiana's hopes, and Herfathersctedulity of Za Vuſſelay's future affe@ion towards 
her. as#\fo her gifts and promiſcs; ſo firre prevaile with tlite, as ſhee isnow retura-d 
to hey; From Nogent to Mart; ButTfearethe hal done fatte'berter to have ſtill remai- 
ned with her father ;/ for (h&'might confider,and ke know; what little ſafety, and aps 

parant danger, there is'to rdly upon the'favour of atincenſed jealouſie*'L4 Voſcly Gi | 
alt outward ſhewYreceines anfl welcomes Gratiant with'many expreſſions of love, and 
demonſtrations of joy.thereby to pleaſt het huſband; who indeed likes ſowell of her 
return&;a4 he likes bis wif- the better for procuring e- And nowts' the eye ofthe world; 
and according to hymane conceit and (enſe;all three by fries are reconciled and (atisfied; 
as if 147 aftky' 5 FAbuſit haſhever heretofore offerided her huſband: notther cruelty 
wronged Gratiarra {er as1F he had never knowne the one nor ſhe Felt the other: Bur wee g 


ſhall not gor farreto fee thistalfme'oretaken with a tempeſt;and this Sunſhine ſutpriſed®# 
with a d1ſmall and difyſtrous ſhower. | Retr 12" m”= Is 


For three moneths were notTally expiſed » lince Gyatiantd's 'returne toMaty; butia 
Paſſelajer old web het, apa&her huſband De Merfon, which ſeemed to bee ſupprets 
ſed and txtingufftied'; dothtiow fAlaſt-a98 flame forth thew with moreviotence and 
imp<tuofity 3. yea, tee cangot Woke ottOritianesnach lelfe to ſpeake to hep,” but pres 
ſ:ntly this old jealos B=1damie iti her heart and thoughts, prodaimes them guilty of 
Adultery: whertar thee indifcreetly Tiffers her ſelf&to bee ſo'firre tranſported witli 
Indignation and IE (he vowes ſhee willno longer tolerate'or digeſt xt. | And nowit 
1s that Jike a fury of hell The firſt affummes damnable and execrable reſolutions; not _y 
againſt the Innoceney, but agzinſt the Hfe of innocent and harmelefle Gratiaria 3 wh 
poore ſoiile is the ticerer FT: Jafiger, 1nteſpect ſheholds her ſelfe fartheſt from it 3 yea 
this jealous old Hag; this wh nay, this ſh-e-Devill La7aſtle, hith not onely confuls 
ed, bit determined and concluded with her bloody thoughts; -that ſhee willſpeediby 
Fn Gratia#a into mhother wofld; becauſther youth ſhall no longer abu ſend wrong 
her age in this. When forgetting her (clfe, Her fouls; 4nd Ker Godyrhereby-purpoſety 
to pleaſe her ſenſes, her jealouſie,and hex Tutor the Devil, ſhe vowes, that no reſpe& of 
Reaſon or Religion, no conlideration'of Heaven of Heh, half be capable to divert her 
from diſpatching her : Jen amd as if ſhe not onely rejoyced, bur glorihed in this her per- 
piticus and bloody deſigne, ſhe thinkes every houre ayeare beforc theharh performed 
it : To which'ead, providing het felfe of ſrromg poyſonz and watehing, and catching at 
the very fiſt opportunity;as ſbdnescver-Gratiar fanmd herſelfe abt well;thee under s 
eotour of thuch affeQion and eats tohetzrthikes herfornewhite broth, wherein infuſing 
and intermixing the aforcfaid poyton, ſhe (gracelefly and cruelty) gives ther; the 
which withia fx dajes Fiinting at Tanguiſting, makesa perpetualſ divorce und fepa» 
tation betiwixt her ſoule and her Body , leaving this t6deſcend to earth; \and'thar es 
piCens to heaven,to draw dowhe Yengeatceto this helHſh and exevtable Ls y, for 
is ionhumanly and cruelly murtheting thishetharmeleſie and intiocent waittys. Gentles 
Woman Gratiata. | [3 | _ = TW. 4 %Y * TITS ] | A 
"De Merſon-undetſtanding of Gkatiartd's Atdth, almoſt 55 foone a5 of her ſickneffs, het 
very {orrowtully bites the lip thereat - for conſidering this accident in its true natrwre, 
his thoughts ſuggeſthim, and his heartand ſoule prompts him, that his wife La Vaſſelay 
had undoubtedly occalioned her death, and ſometamoxghoſed her jealoufie into mur- 
vet 5 yea,and notwithſtatidin the'faite ant forrowfolf ſhew whic 4p u& thereon 
.the contrary, yet the pre s hi and 
O80e SL FO oe Hi | 


miles confderecg he is very nfidentfih' 
he cri 'of this difhiter , ahidabbomihg the 
;the tofthis his of4vr 
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theremembrance of this her cruell crime, deteſtable andexecrable unto him. Againe, 
when he conſidereth Gratiana's beauty and chaſtity , 'andthat ſhee wag ſent- to her un- 
timely grave for his ſake, this doth not onely redouble his ſorrows, bur infinitely aug- 
ment and increaſe his afflitions : ſo that beginning to feare his wives envy,as une fog he 
hated her jealoufie, in that it was not onely poſſible, but likely, that it might alſo fu- 
tarely extend;and refle& on him , -as well as it already had on harmeleſle and innocent 
Gratiana, he aſſumes a reſolution to ltave and forſake herghe which weſhall ſhortly ſee 
him putin execution; when the berter to curband vex her,he ſecretly packes up all her 
Bills, Bonds, Leaſes,and.Conveyances, as alſo; all her Money,Plate, Jewels, and.richeſt 
Honſboldſtuffe 3 and fo giving guta prohibition to all che Tenants, not to dare to pay 
her any rent, he allowing her onely.a bare maintenance, very ſuddenly (when ſhe leaſt 
expected or dreamt therof) takes horſe and rides home to his fathers, where he reſolves 
th'make the greateſt parg of his xelidence; andall the teares and prayers of his wife, are 
riot of power {to reclajme or retaine him.  . | | Ty x 

La V aſſets (ecipg theunkindneſſe of her huſband De Merſen;in making her a widdow, 
, almoſtasſoone as a wife 3 as alſo his ingratitude, in depriving her of the uſe and. fruiti- 
$0n.of her owne eſtate and meanes, and leaving her {o- poore anallowance ,. as could 
ſcarce warrant her a competent maintenance,ſhe is almoſt ready to die for meere griefe 
and ſorrow thereof, but how to remedy it fhee knowesnat : And now ſhee repents her 
folly and indiſcretion, in matching her aged (elte to ſo-young a man as De Merion © now 
ſhe-doth not.onely accuſe , but condemne her owne jealoulte , which drew her to this 
foule fact of murthering her harmeleſſe, and-as (hee now believes; her innocent Way- 
ting-maid Gratiansfor which,this ingratetull departure,and hard ulage of her huſband, 
is butthe leaſt, 1nd asſhe tearmesit,: but the forerunner of greater, puniſhments,which 
God hath ordained and. reſerved for her: yea, it is not onely a griefe to herthoughts, 
but a vexation to her heart and ſqule, toſce her ſ{elfe. made the mockingſtocke and 
laughter of all Mans and Maine,, who rather excuſe her huſbands youth , then any way 
pitty or commiſerate her age 3 and to ſee that the friends of her proſperity turne their 
ackes and faces to ber, in her affliction and poverty : and ifſhe haye any hope yetleft 
to aſſiſtand comfort her intheſe her calamittes, it is by endeavounng to recpncile an 
reclaime her huſband to her by Letters:when taking pen and x5 within a month 
of his departure ſends himthele few lines : Page Eres | , 


| La VASSELAY to' DE MERSON. 


C1 Ince ak thy requeſt Ibath recanted my Jealoſie to thy ſelfe; and repented my cruelty to mn 
Jo, Gratiana,what bave I committed or done, hy ac iefervr this thy Teratefol, a 
# 1 may truely ſay ,, Heart-kslling departure ?, for havin G 
thoughts and ſoule \ either of them infarme me, and both me,that the freeneſſe and ffervency 
of my affeFion, towards thee, deſerved not ſo cruell but a farre more courteous requitall. If my 
Age be any way p iplewlng to thy youth yet hy lt me not of the felicity of tty fight and wir 
cir T not owely delight.but glory. And although I can be content that thou ſurfeit with my 
wealth, yet make me not ſo miſerabſe,os to ſtarve both in and for thy preſence. If any have given 
thee any ſiniſter "7 impreſſions,cither of my ſelfe or aFions;why if thy affeFion to me will not 
aeface them,at leaſt let thy pity : Tea, returne my ſweet and deare Huſband, and what errors or 
faults ſoeuer thouſaieft Thave committed, I will not onely redeem them with kifſes , but with 


Bearer. - 


made a moſt exaF Scruteny in my 


7s La VASSELAY. 

De Merſon having received this his wives Letter , it workes ſiich poore effeRts in his 
affeQtion,as he doth rather _ then commilerate her eſtate and Kerowen yeahe fo 
erp bad ecgemeald ne cehe had thought to have anſwered ber Letter 
with ſdence3 but axlaſ he(ſome cight dies after yepurnes ber thisanſier 
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DE MERSON to' La VASSELAY, 9 gr hos 


Hat hope can T have of thy AﬀeCtion, when I ſeethow'art inviblably conſt; | Yo t 
Jealouſie, and if the Scruteny of thy thoughts ant ſonle be a5 trite as thou prendf, 
Jet I feare, that this Jealouſie of thine,” is not the greateſt, but the leaſt of thy &rintes," 
writeſt to mee, . that I give a cruell requitall to thy affeFion, but pray God, thou hav? yot give 
a more ſharpe and inhumane one to Gratiana's ſervice and Chaſtity-: Neither is it thy Age but 
thy ImperteCions and Vices, which are both diſpleaſing and odiows to my youth : for I could 
brooke that with as nmch patience,as I can digeſt theſe with impelſubilities. If thou waniſt means, 
Twill grant thee more 3 but for my preſence, Thave many reaſons to detty thee. I know none but 
thy ide which hath given mee any impreſſions of thy aFions and if thoſe were falſe, th 
wonld prove thy true happineſſe, as now "by doe thy miſery, which, my affeFion aothpity.thou 4 
cannot redreſſe it. It is but in vaine for thee, either to expe? or hope for wy returie+ andfith 
thy faultr anderrors are beſt knowne to thy ſelfe, let thy repentance redeem them towards God 4 
for neither thy kiſſes nor teares, can or ſhall to mee. 91 ; 1 


'- De Mer 5oON, 


This Letter of De\Merſo# to his wife LaYaſelay, is ſo farre from comfortitig, asit 
doth extremely afflift her : Andalthough his diſcontents be ſuch, as ſhe ſees it almoſt 
impoſlible to reconcile and reclaime himz yet being exceedingly perplexed and gtie« 
ws with this her ſolitary and diſcontented life,ſhe yet hopes, that a ſecond Letterimay 
obtaine that of him, which her ſelfe could not : when fixe mieneths time being now 
{hpt away fince his departure, ſhee faigning her ſeIfe ficke, writes unto him agaitie 
to this effect. | CORO ONES! JF 
LAVASSELAY to DE MER SON. 


# 


_ Hy abſence hath ſo deprived my joyes, and ingendred my ſorrowes, that ſeckeneſſe threatets 
-K my life to be weere herperiod;, $0 among @ world of di(contentments, let mee yet beate thi, 
one'Content.to my grave, that I may once more ſee thee, whim ſo tendefly T both deſire, attd lo1hi 
zaſee: andif I cannot be ſo happy as to lzve, at the leaſt make me ſo fortwnate, as to tie in thing 
Armes; which I know not whether it be agreater Charity for thee to grant, ov a cruelty to des 

ace this requeſt of mine : For my deare De Merſon, if thou wilt not be pleaſed tobe my Hſe 
band. yet be not offended to remember that I am thy wife , and withallithat as F deſire thy returite; 


ſo that Thave not deſerved thy departure : But if thouwilt ſtill be inexorable to my requeſts the 2 


Lines of mine, which I write thee, rather with Teares than Inke, ſhall beare witntſſe betwix! 


file and me, of my Kindneſſ, of thy Craehy, and how my Life ſought thy Aﬀe ra, though 


Death could neither finde, or p tt. | he 
LA VassELAY, 2b) 


- De Merſon reads this Letter with laughter 3 yea, he isſo inſenfible of her Lines, R'&/ 
queſtsand Teares, as if another had ſent him newes of her death; as ſhe her {fe did off 
her fickneſle, it had beene far more pleaſing, and better welcometo him.- 'Biit thinkitit 
how to gall her tothe quicke, 'tothe end hee might henceforth ſave her the labout'to 
write him any more Letters, and himſelfe to receive and peruſe them, hee returnes her 
this ſharpe and bitter anſwer : | [ha I: VO 


DEMERSON to LaVASSELAY.'' 


E: thy Errour yot my Abſence, which hath exchanged thy Joyes into Sorrows) 3 endif thy if 


Aram weere her period, they cannot be farrefrom theirs. 4 
g 


ſight i'a poore content for thee to 
to'tly grave, fith as a Chriſtian, thow ſbouldeſt deli | 


to ſee none but thy ET 
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be Ambitions to live in any armes but his 5 and if thou hold not this to be Charity, I know others 
cannot repute it Cruelty. Fhat 14w4hby Huſband Ignart,and thifthou art my Wite I not de= 
ny © But yet I feare thy heart knowes, though thy Pex affirmes the contrary, that Thave furre more 
ov far. wy deparinres, thanthan to defore my returne. nd i thowwilt yet know mere fifhe 
pt thow.poriteſft thy Letter he Teores, prey God thox divft 2 2t bedew Gratiaga's 
4 eding-Jhect and Coffin, hoth with her Tears audblaod : for hadſt thot:no tbeen.ctuclly, yea, wn- 
4o r,I-would ever bauee been unkind ts thee: Ano conclude Jive us happy,os T feane 
her deat 4 make thee die miſeruble. 4 a 


A DE MzK$ON, \t 


Vaſſelay : forthe very remembrance of, De.Mer/orkiis fufpitionandupprekenſion that 

E bade) ind in thedeath v£Gxatiane, doth, asit were,: piexce.heriheart,. aswell with 
arc as lotrow.: Foxas her poverty lay before at his mercy, foinow ſhoe. knowes doth 
ber life;..and that (ith he will.not.love her, hee may-cchanceſo:mal:gne and;hate her, as 
toreveale it. Wherenpon, to ſecure her {elfe, and to EY of her life, ſhe 
ſoone exchangeth her love into hatred, and her affeCtion and jealouſte into envie to- 
wards hjg14- y£a,her enraged and incenſed thoughts,ingender and imprint ſuch bloody 
delignes of revenge in her heart, as abandoning the feare and grace of Sod, ſheeimpr- 
ouſly copcludesa match-with the DiveIl, to diſpatch and musther him 3 and/fromwhich 
bloody & damnable defigne;noxcgard of Gad or her'8&owe,norm:{pett of Heaven or Hell, 
can,or ſhall divert hex; when oyerpafliog amall parcdl of time;wherein ſhe viutninated 

deondered, how (he ſhould:{end him fram this life to another';/at laſt hermalicious 
TE makes her thoughts fall on Lu Villette, being his Gertler, who! (ill follows 
ghimArh dinghima fit Ageiitio attempt; and inſtrament tofinith this boody bus 
als ich ſo much imported her content and ſafety,grounding her reaſons'upon'the 
greatneſle of his heart and ming abewenknefle of hispiirſe and means;asif poverty 
were a ſufficient caule and privilege to commit ſo treacherous and bloody a fat: When 

owing him.to be then.in Mang,. receiving up bis Maſters Renti,ſlie fends for bims F 
Wh Spoke QQre holted) jy lg him ſhe is to requelt his ſecrecyin a buſines which th- 
Gyielyr ahi goad... 


2 They eceit and perulall of this Letter, doth notonelygrievey\butafflictand.toriment 


| e Rr@miſeth it her ; but ſhe will have htm ſwearetherewn+ 
which he doth; when with ſighs and teares making a bitterinvedtive, and recapitu4 
on of her Huſband, his Maſters undeſerved indignity and erueky towards-her; ſhe 
and there, makes a. propoſitianto bim, to murther him for herz and that ſhee will 
ye hima PF nad crownestoetiectit. Laiilktte leeing the greatneſle ofthe danger 
a that of the crime, ſeemes nat onely diſcontented, but amazed hereat :: for although. 
love gald well, -yet he will natpuzchaſe itatſo deare a rate, and baſe and:damnable 
PRrice.as that of his Maſters blood: .when ſecing ſhe could not prevaile,ſhe againe puts, 
{et m minde of his oath to _— 3 which hee againevawes IS INAYS or vie 
late; and withall;-like a good ſervant, ſeekes to diſlwade and divert her from ſuch 
bloody thoughts and attempts. Had La Yillette remained inthe purity and candeur of 
thighis Rebgigusand/Chrilian Refblution,nottoimbmucor diſtain his hands m the in- 
TRIS purva Maſher,it wollld have made him as happy,as weſhall ſhorcly-ſee hiny 
le ig attempting and executing the contrary : for as a propenifionand reſolu« 
n.tQ Ferive, breeds nat anely Hongry, but fafety 3 fo the contrary'effefts thereof pro« 
KITS ily ſhame,butmiſery.... "Fo foreſee fin, is a pious wil! 3 burto prevent 
and elchew 1t, 1s alwaies a moſt wiſe and bleſſed piety. : * 9001 
And whereas time ſhould rather decreaſe than increaſe, and rather root out, than 
plant Malice in our thoughts,and Ee»xin our reſohutionsyetdireCtly contrary,that of Le 
Vaſſelay to her huſband De Merſon,doth not die,but live,will not fade, but flouriſh : for a 


: * 


| © 


ar! as pee rya outiand expired;and Ls Hillerte agaimc in Marr, her malict 
balbags is pn npickietoegins Crletieriote hat 


thatif he will murther his 
EE 9 Maſter, 
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Maſter,ſhe within fix moneths will marry himin 4, mores only live his faithfull 
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wife,but die his obedient and conſtant hand-maid. Now,although her firſt proffer of a 
thouſand crownes could not procure of L4 7i/lerte, theſe her ſugred ſpeeches, which ſbe 
intermixeth with kiſſes, and the conſideration of ſo many t nds, which her eſtate 
not onely promiſerh, but affureth, doth; fo as f ing his former yertue, to remem- 
ber his future vice, he (like a damnable villaine) ſweares to herto effe&itz which wret- 
ched Verball contra, they interchangeably ſeale with oathes and kiſſes; which 
(it they had had any feare of God, or care of their ſalvations) they ſhould have deteſted 
with horrour, and abhorred with deteſtationz neither will his malice (or the Divell: 
the Author thereof) give him leave to protract or deferre it :. for having reſolved 29 
murther him as he ridesabroad; his Maſter on a time being invited to a generall hun- 
ting, by the Baron of Saint Save ({onne and heire-to Mountſionr de V arenmer) at his ſaid 
Towne of Suſanna, as hee came riding homewards tbwards his Fathers houſe of Max+ 
elle, he in the midſt of a great wood, neere untothe ſmall village of Saint Georges, ris 
ding behind his Maſter, di chargeth his Piſtoll,loden with a brace of bullets thorow his 
reynes, which makes himinſtantly fall off dead fromhis horſe tothe ground. When this 
helliſh ſervant LaVillette, ſecing his Maſter devoyd of breath, and grovelingand wel- 
tring in h1s blood, he having ated the part of a ſinful Divell, m committing this crueii 
murther, now reſolvestoaſlume and repreſent that of a ſubrill Hypocrite in concealing 
it : when determining to report that they-were both aſlaulted, and his Maſter ſlaine b 
thievesz hee to make all his ations concuce and looke that way, chargeth his Piſtol 
againe with another brace of bullets, and ſhoots thorow his owne hat, gives himſelfe a 
cut ore his left hand, and then breaks his R apier,takes his owne Piſtoll, and his Maſters 
Rapier,and throws it intoa Pond clole adjoyning) takes likewiſe his Maſters purſe and- 
watch out of his pocket, and hides it ſecretly 3 and then the more cunningly and kna- 
viſhly to bleare and deceive the eyes of the world, theteby to make this his hypocrifie: 
paſſe the currenter, hee having purpoſely provi ed himſelte of two ſmall cords ; with: 
the one he binds both his owne feet,and with the other (by a pretry ſleight) flips theres; 
in his armes behind his back, and then ſetting himſelte againſt'a tree, hee very pitifally- 
Weepes, groanes, and cries out upon the thieves and murtherers of his Maſter De Mer-i 


ſon! when three Gentlemen of Brittaine,' travelling-that way towards Faris, repaire to! 


hisaffiſtance, whom they finde out by his criesz to whom he relates, that five thieves! 
hall aſlaulted his: Maſter 'and himſelfe, that hee fought in the defence aslong as his: 
ſword held; that his Maſter was killed with a Piſtoll, then robbed, and himfſelfe: ſhot! 

thorow; and wounded, ard bound as they ſaw. When theſe three Britiſh Gentlemen, 
grievitgat thismournfull/accident, and bloody ſpettacle, they inſtantly cut the cords» 
wherewith he was bound, and ſo baving conveyed the dead corps tothe next Cortage; 
they runne-upand downe the wood to fiade out theſe thieves and murtherers, -but'it- 
vaine:' ſo ta 'Fillette having. thanked: theſe Geritlewer for their affection and charts» 
ty: rowards'his dead Maſter, and living felfe : Heewnh a wonderfull exteriout ſhew-. 
of forrow; takes'care for the ſpeedy and decent tranſporting.home of his-breathleſls ! 
Maſter to Maxfrelſe, where bismournefull Father receives and buries him with infinite! 
griefe; lamentationandreares.- . T | aiadrnt ni bot 001229 
In the meane time,this murtherous LaYillette gives private intelligencetheredf tothe 

bloody LaV afſeley, who although ſhee inwardly receives this newes withextreme con- 
tentand joy,to ſee her ſelfe freed of ſo unkind and ingratefalla Huſband; yer publikes! 
ly tothe eye ofthe world (thereby the: better to delude and/deceive the world). ſhee! 
coturariwiſe takes on blacks,feeming to be ay ws. <4 mournfull, penfiveand ſorrows! 
full thereat 3 but God will ſhortly diſcover the fal .of theſe herteares, and inthe triz0 
of hixrevenge, pull off the: make of this her diflembling and treacherous Hy 


pocrifie: ' For :as Mans, Lavall; 4xgiers,>and all the adjacent/Townes andiCoumriey,'! 
atthis lamemtablemurther ot De\Merſon - ſothey as much\admire and wohder eb 
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whoſe mr are celetirated-andconfummated far within the terme of {ix tnonethg 
after. For the curious wits of theſe Cities and Countries,conſfidering what a prepoſterous 
courſe and reſolution this was forhes tomarry her Huſbands man,and-withall,ſo-ſoones 
asalfo that there was none other | tn but; himſelfe, when his maſter De Mer/an was 
murthered, jtis nmbragious 3 and leaves a feare, and ſting of ſuſpition in their heads 5 
thatthere was more in the wind thanwas yetknowne, and therefore knowing no more, 
they deferre the detection thereof tb the providence and pleaſure of God,who beſt,yea; 
who anelyknowes in Heaves; chow' to condutt.and manage the actions here below,on 
Rarth: arid now indeed the very tivdeis come;that the Lord will no longer permit theſe 
their cruelland bloody murthersto be concealed, but will bring them forth to receive 
candigne puniſhment3--and far want of other evidence and witneſles, they themſblves 
ſhall be witneſfes againſt themſelves. And although La#gfſelay's poiſoning of Gretiane, 
and LaViBette piſtolling of his Maſtet De Merſor, wer Ry contrived, and ſecretly 
perpetrated: yet we ſhall ſee'thelaſtof theſe —_ murthers, occaſion the diſcoye+ 
and dete@tian of the firſt, and both of them moſt ſeverely and ſharply puniſhed for 
theſe their bloody crimesand horrible offences. The manner is the: : | 
- Theſe two execrable wretches,14 Yillette and LaYaſſelay have nut live married above 
ſome ſeven oreight months, but he being deeply in Law with. Mownfieur De Manfreehis 
Predecefſors father for the detentiomof ſome lands and writings hee takes an occaſion to 
ride home to'his houſe of Maxfrele:tb/him,to.conferre of the differences,and by the way 
falls into'thecompanycof ſome Merobants of Lavel/,and Vittry, who were returning from 
the faire of Chartres: when riding together for the ſpace of almoſt a whole daies journy; 
the ſecret providence and ſacred pleafure-of God bad ſo ordained;tbat:La Yillette's horſe 
who bore him{huietly and ſafely before,cn a Sunday, firltgees backwards, in daſpight 
of his ſpur or {wich, and: then ſtanding an-endon hjs two bind-logges, falls quite backe 
with him, '/anitalmaſt breakes the bulke anderunke of his bodys: when having hardly 
theipowertoſhcake;his breath failing him,and hedſecing no way but death for biin,and 
the .hideonls imiage'thereof apparantly-before his eyes, the Spirit 6fGod doth' fa'operate: 
wh his finkullſovle,1a3he there contefitth bow his wicked!wife LaYajſtbey.had cauſed; 
him to murtherhisMaſter:De Merjaz whom. le {liot todeath-with his Piſtollz tha 
faſt feduced-bim witha thouſand /Crowhes taperformeit; which he refuſed ;; but then; 
her ma way a Far made him avt onl attempt,but finiſh;that bloody bulinaſle,' 
whereofnow from|/his very heattand foule: hee repented hwnſelfe, 'and. beſeechitd thei 
Lard to forgive it hini,o!c 71 112e{8 {Mott rw 4 VE191210HM ord 2508 © 13d brow?) 
:Buthere; beforethe Readerocuriofity carry him fiirther;letme;in the Name and-feare: 
of God, -bothrequeſt and conjure him; to ſtand amazed, od: wander with mne-at his fher 
cred providence, and anſorutable wiſedome andjudgement, which'moRtmiuaculavſly; 
concursand ſhines in this accident; arctoſpetiallyin three efſentiallandsqoltapparant; 
citeumſtances,thereof:Far tt. was on'the.verydarhe horſe, the farbe dayttwelve wonethhy 
andin thervery-ſime woodand place; where this exetrable: wretchiZo!rilltttt formery; 
'1 aviabag sMaſter:DeMerſorn: Famous and notorious cucumſtances; which-de- 
Cents Abr-obſcreed;/abhd remarked of all the childreniof God, y&a,;;and to be invy 
printed and ingr aven intheir hearts and memories, thereby txo.deterze us from the ke: 
critnes bf: orfloint £3074 19 29VI8 vi C1 201m 1h ot anger <1 m7 
--Nowabole honeſt Merchants ob Lewd}; and:Hittry (as miich in chaxity to LaVilletter' 
like;ab in<xecration of thaticonfelledimurtber of his Maſter De + Mtrſari)convey him toan: 
Inc in$%; Georges, when &xpecting} minute, that he would dic-in their | 
ons 
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De Merſon,and LaV aſſelay. 
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old Hag is likewiſe impriſoned : who with many afſcverationsand teares, denies and 
retorts this roule crime trom her ſe]fe to him. Burt her Judges are tov wiſe to believe the 
. weakneſie and invalidity of this her foo.iſh juſtification : So whiles they are conſulting 


on her, De Bremay having notice of all theſe accidents, but eſpecially, of La Vaſſelay's im+ - 


priſonment; he (ſtill apprehending and fearing, that ſhee undoubtedly was the death 
of his daughter Gratiana) takes poſt from Nogert to Mans, where he accuſeth her there= 
of tothe Criminal! Judges of the Preſidiall Court : who upon this her double accuſati- 
on,adjudged her tothe Racke, when at the very firſt torment thereof, ſhee at laſt pre- 
ferring the life,of her ſoule, before that of her body) confefleth her ſelfe to be the 
Attor ofher firſt crime of Myrther,and the Author of the ſecond : when,and whereupon 
the Judges (reſembling themſelves) in deteltation, and for expiation of theſe her foule 
crimes, condemne hich to be hanged, and ſhe to be burned alive 3 which the next day,at 
the common place of Execution (neere the Halls in Mans,is accordingly executed, in the 
preſence, and to the content of a world of people of that City, who as much abhorre the 
— of theſe their bloody crimes, as they rejoyce and glorifie God, for this their 
(not ſo ſevere, as deſerved) puniſhments. 

As for LaVillette, he (like an impious Chriſtian) ſaid little cMe, but that which he had 
formerly ſpoken and delivered in the wood, at the receiving of his fall : onely he ſaid, 
That he had well hoped,that his great wealth which he had with LaYafelay,would have 
ſheltred and preſerved him from this infamous death for murthering her Huſband, and 
his Maſter, De Merſor. 

But as forthis bloody Beldame, ard wretched old Fury, La Vaſſelay, ſhee was content 
to grieve at Gratian4's death, though not to lament or pity that of her Huſband De Mer- 
ſons: yea, and although ſhee ſeemed to blame her jealouſie towards herz yet her age 
was ſo wretchedly inſtructed in piety, as ſhe could not finde inher heart, either to make 
an Apology,or any way toſeeme repentant for her inhumane cruelty towards him: For as 
ſhe x 20m" ed pardon of De Bremay for poiſoning his daughter; ſo ſhe ſpake nota word 
tending that way, to Maxfre//e, for cauſing his ſonne to be piſtoll'd 3 onely in particu« 
lar termes, ſhee requeſted God to forgive the vanity of her youthz and in generall 
ones, the world to forget the offences and crimes of her age : And ſo conjuring all old 
Widowes and Wives, to beware by her mournfull and execrable example; her flames 
and prayers made ex pliation for the offence of her body, and her ſoule mounted and 
fled to Heaver, to crave remiſſion and pardon of God, who was the onely Creator of the 
one, and Redeemer of the other. 

And ſuch were the deplorable, yet deſerved ends of this bloody, and wretched 
couple, LaVaſſelay and LaVillette, for ſo cruelly murthering harmeleſle Gratiana, and in- 
nocent De Merſor: : and thus did Gods all-ſeeing, and ſacred pooen juſtly triumph ore 
theſe their crying and execrable crimes. O that their examples may engender and pro- 
pagate our reformation 3 and that the reading of this their lamentable Hiſtory, may 
teach us, not onely how to meditate thereon, but alſo how to amend thereby. 


GODS 
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GODS REVENGE 


THE CRYING AND 
Execrable Sinne of Murther. 
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His ToRY XIV. 


Fidelia ad Czleſtina cauſe Carpi aud Monteleone, with their two Laquayes, Lorenzo and 
Anſelmo, ts murther their father Captaine Benevente.which they perjo- me. Monteleone, 
and his Laquay Anſelmo are drowned, Fidelia hangs her jelfe, Lorenzo 3s hangedfor a rob= 
bery,and on the gallowes confeſſeth the nturthering of Benevente, Carpi hath his right hand, 
then his head cut off 5 Czlelinna is beheaded.and her body burnt. 


Ur beſt parts being our Vertues,and our chiefe and Soveraigne 
Vertue, the purity and ſanctity of our {clves; how can wee 
negle& thoſe, or not regard this, except we reſolve to ſee out 
ſelves miſerable in this hfe,and our ſoules wretched in that to 
come : and as charity isthe cyment of our other vertues,ſo ens 
vie (her oppoſite) is the ſubverſion of this our charityz from 
wherice flowes rage,revenge, and many times murther, (her 
frequent (and almoſther inſeparable compamons :) but of 
all degrees of malice andenvie, can there be any ſoinhumane 
and drabolicall, as for: two. pgraceleſle daughters to plot the 

death of their owne father 3 andto ſeduce and 6btaine their-two Lovers to att and per- 

forme it? whereof in this enſuing Hiſtory,we ſhall fee a moſt barbarous and bloody pre- 
fident,as alſo their condigne puniſhments afflicted on them for the ſame. Inthe reading 
whereof, O that we may have thegrace by the fight of theſe their fearefull crimes and 
puniſhments, to reforme and prevent 'our ownez that wee may locke on their cruelty 
with charity,on their rage with reaſori,on their errors with compaſiion,on their deſpera= 
tion with pity,and on their inhutmanity with piety;'that the meditation and contempla« 
tion thereof,may terrifie our cholter; quenclboth the fire ot our luſt,and the flames of 
our revenge ſo ſhall our faiths be fortified, our paſſions reformed, our affections puri- 
fed,and our ations eternally both bleſſed & fanttified:to which end,] have writtenand 
divulged it. So Chriſtian Reader,ifthou make this thy end in.perufing it, thou wilt then 
not faile to receive comfort thereby 5 and -Trrnina faile not to give God the Glory | 

h Y 


Gods Revenge againit Murther. Book III. 


Any yeeres fince the Duke of (under the command of Spaine) was made 

Viceroy of of the noble Kingdome Naples,the which he _ with much repu- 
tation and honour,although his fortunes or actions (how juſtly or unjuſtly I know not) 
have fince ſuffered and received an Eclipſe. In the City of 0rrazto, within the Province 
of Apulia, there dwelt an ancient rich and valiant Gextlem.m (nobly deſcended) termed 
Captaine Benevente, who by his deceaſed Lady Sophia Ehanora (Niece to the Duke of 
Piombins) had left him twodaughters and a ſonne,he termed Seignior Richardo Alcaſers, 
they two, the Ladies Fidelia and Celeſtina, names indeed, which they will no way de- 
ſerve; but from whom they will ſolely diſſent and derogate,through their heliſh vices, 
and inhumane diſpoſitions to blood and murther : wee may grace our names, but our 
names cannot grace us. Alcaſero lives not at home with his father, but for the moſt part 
at Naples, as a chicfe Gemtlemas retaining to the Viceroy : where he profiteth ſo well in ri- 
ding and tilting, (a noble vertue and exerciſe (beyond all other 7talian;) naturall and 
hereditary to the Neapolitars) that he purchaſed the name of a bold and brave Cavalier, 
but for Fidelia and Celeftina, the clocks of their youth having ſtroke twenty, and eigh- 
teene,the Captaine their father,(thinking it dangerous to have Ladies of their yeeres and 
deſcent farre from him) keepes them at home, that his care might provide them good 
huſbands, and his eye prevent them from matching with others. It 1s as great a bleſlin 
in childrento have loving Parents,as for them to have obedient children, and had their 
obedience anſwered his affeftion, and their duty his providence, wee had not ſeene 
the Th atre of this their Hiſtory ſo beſprinkled and gored with ſuch great effuſion 
of blood. 


and withall,too unkind,I may 
and 
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and infringed than kepr of him fith it may bring forth effects contrary both to his hopes 
and deſires. It is commonly dangerous for Farerts,to content themſelves with their chil- 
drens diſcontents: for where Natureiscrofled,it many times degenerates,and proves un- 
naturall,as the CataratFs of Nilas make it ſubmerge and waſhZg pt with her inundation : 
But Fidelia and Celeſtins, will make triall of one invention and conclufion more before 
they will give way to theirdiſtaſte, or ſtrike ſaile to their choller or revenge. They ſee 
therr father 1s reſolute, and ſevere in nipping their hopes, and crofling their deſires of 
marriage; and yet they _ that although they cannot prevaile with him, that their 
brother Alcaſers may : to which end,the ſooner to obtaine and crowne their defires with 
content,they conſult together, and ſo by a confident friend of theirs, ſend him this Let- 


ter to Naples. 


FIDELIA and 'CALESTINAtOALCASERO. 


I): airirig of our Fathers reſolution to marty 4, wee have no other refuge or recourſe, but td 
thy ſelfe and thy affeFion,in requeſting thee powerfully to ſolicite him herein, that hee may 
not preferre his gold before our content, and conſequently his hopes before our deſpaire : neither 
conld our hearts or thoughts per/wade us, either to imploy or acquaint any other bat thy ſelfe with 
theſe our deſires, which Modeſty wonld have ſuppreſſed, but that Truth contradifted and oppoſed 
it + for his ſeverity and cruelty 3s ſuch towards us,that although we are ſonght in marriage by di- 
vers Cavaliers our Swperionrs,yet he will not permit us to be ſeene. much leſſe to be wedded of any: 
Joyne ther thy power to our wiſhes and prayers, and thy affeFion to the procuring of our con= 
tents: and we then doubt not but to be as happy in a Brother, as otherwiſe we feare we ſhall ſee our 
ſelves unfortunate, yea, miſerable in a Father : and as thou canſt not forget oxr deſcent and 
Blood : ſo we zealonſly pray and beſeech thee to remember, if not our Beauty, our Touth. 


FIDELIA, CALESTINA. 


Their Brother receives this Letter : he is too brave; getierous, and courteous, to be 
unkinde toany, eſpecially to young Ladies,and moſt eſpecially to his ſiſters, whoſe con- 
tent he makes and reputes his owne.* He comes to Otrante, dealeseffeCtually with the 
Captaine his father herein, who gives them this anſwet: That he hath provided the Barors 
of Carpifor Fidelia, and the Knight Bartholomeo Monteleone for Celeſftina;, and that within 
fifteene daies they are to come to Otranto to ſee them : which newes doth exceedingly 
rejoycesfirſt himſelfe,then his ſiſters : but their joy ſhall not laſt long, but be buried ag 
ſoone as borne. Withittthe prefixed time,theſe two noble men come, but they are hate- 
full, and not pleaſing to Fidelia and Celeftinas for the Baron of Cerpi is crook-back'd; 
and ſquint-eyed;ahd Monte-leore is Jatne of one leg. Theſe Ladies law their beauty at 
too high arate,to beſtow it on ſuch deformed huſbands; and although Yes accepteth 
of Vulcan, yet they will have none of theſe ; becauſe they deeme no hell to that ofa difſ- 
contented bed - heretofore they wiſhed for Sutors, and now they wiſh they were well 
rid of theſe; and ſo: vcrilieing es their owne contents,they ſet upthis reſolution in their 
hearts and ſoules,that they will tather die maidens, than live to ſeethemſelves wives to 
ſach huſbands. Their father receives Carp; and Monte-leone courteoulſly,and entertaines. 
them.nobly, according to'their ranke and merits; hee tells his daughters plainly, that 
they ſhall marry theſe, and none others. Thus the Barke of theſe their reſolutions are . 
ſarpriſed and beaten with two contrary winds; he will be obeyed of his daughters, ad 
they will be commanded of their fatherin all things, but not inthis of their Marriage: 

| Itis never good for Parents, ' to force the affeftions of their children-in their marri- 
ages,fith itisa buſineſle, which not only lives, but dies with'them;but withall,their owhe 
wills muſt neither be their law,nor their guide 3 for their Parents have(or at leaſt ſhonld 
have)more experience and judgement than they.to ſee whoareandwhoare not firinats 
ches for thern's But wkwwouthoriry oppoſeth atfeCtion,or affe&ion reaſon; thete files 
marriages ate (tiluſhered on with diſcontent, ap waited'and natockers, ,-” 1 
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Likewiſe, there is a great reſpeCt and conſideration to be obſerved by Parents,in the in- 
eliriations and natures of their children : for ſome will be perſwaded or reproved with 
a word, whereas others will become more headſtrong and rebellious with menaces and 
threats: Had this Captaine attempted and practiſed the firſt, and not the ſecond towards 
theſe two Ladies his daughters, peradventure they had never leapt from reaſon to rage, 
from obedience to contempt,nor from hope todeſpaire z yea, I dare preſume to averre 
with truth and ſafety, that we ſhould have ſeene them all as happy, as I now feare wee 
fhall ſce them miſerable. ; 

But to proceed with their Hiſtory,they are preſied by the Captaine their father, and 
importuned by the two noble men their Sutors, to finiſh and confirme theſe contrafts. 
But Fidelia and Celeſtina with a true ſemblance of diſtaſte, and yet a falſe ſhew of cur- 
teſie, give the deniall totheir father in particular termes, and tothem in generall : Hee 
ſtormes at their diſobedience, and they impute this excuſe of theirs to modeſty, rather 
than unkindneſſe : They flatter themſelves with this hope, that fith they are faire,they 
muſt be courteous, and cannot be cruell : or if the contrary, that the Captaine their fa- 
ther will ſo manage his daughters affeQtions, as all things ſhall ſortto their deſires and 
expectations but they (ball come too ſhort of their hopes : for they are neither reſer- 
ved for the Ladies,nor the Ladies for them 5 but whiles thus they are buſie in advancing 
the proceſle of their affeCtions, Fidelia and Celeſtina attempt a contrary enterpriſe : for 
they with teares and prayers, requeſt their brother Alcaſero, importunately to ſolicite 
their father in their behalfe : that hee will not enforce them to EI whom the 
cannot affe&,much leſle obey : which like a noble and deare brother, he performes with 
much zeale and perſwaſion; but he cannot prevaile with him, nor bring them any other 
anſwer,than that they muſt and ſhall marry them,and onely them. 

Had this reſolution of their father beene more courteous and lefſe rigorous towards 
his daughters.this Hiſtory of theirs had not deſerved ſo much pity and compaſſion, nor 
would ma drawne ſo many ſighs from the hearers,or teares from the Readers:for ſee- 

their father cruelly whbas to offer violence to their affections, they begin to hate 
him,becauſc he will not better love them. And here ( © here) they enter into divelliſh 
machinations, and helliſh conſpiracies againſt him : for as he plots their diſcontents, ſo 
do they his deſtruCtion. Fideka and Celeſtine ſee their blood,and cauſe one,and therefore 
ſo they pretend ſhall be their fortunesz they would reveale their intents and deſignes 
each to other ; but the fa isſo foule and unnaturall,as for a whiles they cannot, butthey 
other Oratory than their owne ſullen and diſcontented looks, for cither ofthem 
may read a whole Lecture of griefe and choller in each others eyes, till at lengthtired 
with the importunity of their tather,and the impatiency of Cerpi,and Monteleone: Fidelia 
as the more audacious of the two, firſt breakes it to her liſter Celeſtins, inthis manner. 
That ſhee had rather die, then be compelled to marry one whom ſhee cannot affett : 
that the Baron of Carpi is not for her, nor ſhe for him 3 and that ſith her father is reſolute 
in this match, (although ſhe be his daughter) ſhe had rather ſee him laid in his grave; 
than her ſ(elfe in Cerpies bed. There needs not many reaſons to perſwade that which we 
defire: For Celeſtinatells her ſiſter plainly, that ſhe (inall points) joynes and concurres 
mopinion with her, adding withall, that the ſooner their father is diſpatched, the bet» 
ters becauſe ſhe knowes they ſhall never receive any content on Earth, till he be in Hea- 
ver © and ſo they conclude he ſhall die. ; 


ousteſolution had it been in them,to have retyred, 
not 1 nable attempt? but they are too prophane to have ſo 
much pity,and too outragious to barkento this religious reaſon: yea,they 


are too impious 
to 
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a implacable furies, they conſult 
bow, jand in what manner they may free themſelves of their Father : Fidehia propaſtth 
divers degrees and ſeverall ſorts of murthers, but@eleſtin« likes none of them 3 in ſomes 
ſhe finds too much danger, in otherstoo little aſſurance; andthereforegas young as ſhe 
1s;ſhe invents a plot as ſtrange as ſubtile,and as malicious ant diabolicall as ſtrange: be 
informes her,thatto be rid of her father ;therecannot be a ſecurer courſe,than tg engage 
the Baron of Carpi, and the Knight of Morteleon to murther.him 3 Frdelia wonders here- 
at;ſaying,it will be impoſſible for them to be drawne to.performe it,lith they bath know 


toihearkert to Grace, and too revengefull and 


_ and (ee;thatthe Captaine their fatherloves them ſo well;as will or nill; they muſt betheir 


. 


for:ſhe Hath'not begun it;toleave itraw and unfiniſhed, butts ſo confident m her divelliſh - 
induſtry;as ſbe affirmes ſhe wil perteft and make it good. Fidelia demands how?Celeftina 
anſwereth, That they both mult make a feigned and flattering ſhew,tochange their di- 
ſtaſte;and how to affect Carpi and: Montelecon, whom before they could hot; that havingin 
thismanneridrawn them totheir lure, when they attempt to urge marriage; they (hall 
both agreeto<nforme them, that it is impoſſible for them to obtaine it, whiles —_ 

e 


Huſbands. But Czleſting's revengefull plot is further fetch'd and more cunningly ſpun} 


_ kainetheir father lives, ſith albeit in-ourward appearance he make a faire ſhew to 


them their Huſbandszyet that he.nieans and intends nothing leſlesfor that he hath given 
them exprefle chargeand command (at any hand)nottoloye or affet them; 'which is 
the miineand ſole cauſe,that hath-ſolong with-held them from making ſooner demon- 
frationsbftheiraffeftions towards them:and:this(quoth ſhe)will occalion and provoke 
them to attempt it 3 adding, that by this meanes they may give two ſtrokes with one 
ſtone, and fo not only berid or our father,but likewiſe of Carp? and Monteleen; who: per- 
adventute may beapprehended, and executed fer the fat; and forout ſafegard and 
ſecurity, we will powerfully conjure and ſweare them to ſecrecy. To batbind 
_ There is noweb _ than that - the «71 nor ay wo _ uy that an 
woman;eſpecially if ſhe conterane Charity tor Revenge, her Soule torher Body, God 
Satan and conſequendy Heeven for-Hel/: how'elſe could this young Lady lodge.ſores 
Ila heart in ſo:{weet a Body, or ſhroud -ſuch bloody conceits and inventions wn+ 
der. Fair and ſo beautifull complexion- | + £1\ 0.814 0 canner 9 oy orfy 
- Butthe Panther though his kinne be faire, yet his btexch is infettious: and we many 
timesſee;that the fouleſt Snake hurks under the greeneſt and beautifulle(t leaves. :Fider 
la gives ah attentive care to this her ſiſters bloody Stategemand defignes ſhefindgit ures 
anſthe probabilities.thereofapparant and eafie,and gy mars 7 romp of it. Sothele 
ewabeautifull;yet/bloody fiſters vow, without delay, to fetit on faot, 'and in praiftice, 
It isthe Nature of Revenge to looke forwards, ſeldome backwards 3) but did wee mea- 


(ure the beginning by the end; as well as the end by the beginning, our affeGianywould 
ſavour A tiger: and of far lefle impiety, an pany an then rejoyeein 

which we muſt now repent, but cannot remedy. 'E bey take timeatadvantage;and 
ertinently acquainit Cerpiand Menteleow with it: The paſſions of attetion proveok; 


| tenmore powerfull thanthoſe of Reaſon, they ſuffer themſelves ce rr rw 
ied away by the pure beauity and ſweet Oratery of theſe two diſcomentedand'tr 
hea Lackey without conſidering what poiſon lurkes undertheir{pecehes;) and 
under their es: They commit a 


grolle and maine errour,.intelying mo 
yz ontheir verball,than oreain | 
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— cis many times accuſtomed after dinner to ride to his Vineyard, 
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now and then to 4lpiata,a neighbour village, where hee is familiarly (if not too fas; 
chitharly) acquai with a Tenants wife of his, whom hee loved: in her yoath, and 
cannot in her middle age+:\perſeyerance 1n'vice never makes a gogd end : a 


fmgle fin is diſtaſteful! ;/burthe redoubling thereof, is both hatefull and odious toGbd; 
and Monteleone take their two Lacquaies, Lorenzo and Anſelmo with them, afloone 
yh know the Captaine tobe abyoard,. <p pov. retert his confident Gentle« 
man Fiawento; and difgnifing themſelves, they watch him at the corner of the wood 3 
where of neceflity he muſt patte.  Theevent anſwereth their bloody expettations and 
defires : they ſet Benevente/and Fianmento - 8K. riding: a ſoft trotz-when like 
| ſomanyFiendsand Divells.they all foure ruſh torth the thickets. and(withonrt afy other 
forme) with'their Swords'and Piſtolls,{(after ſome: refifrarice) kill them dead; to the 
nd : butthis 1s not the end of their helliſh malice andenvie z neither is the unſati- 
ableithirſt of their revenge yerquenched :' for they take theſe twomurthered bodies 
whoare afreſh recking,and weltring-mtheir blood) and mp them to a neighbour hill, 
and ſothrow them down into a deep quarry full of thick buſhesand brambles,,whereas 
they thought no mortall eye ſhould ever have ſcene them more; and then theye they 
conſult upon their flight. Cayp# reſolves trotake poaſt for __ and there fora time to. 
ſhroad himſelfe among the multitude-of the Nob+lty and Coaches, which! grace aud 
adorne thatCiy : And Monteleon reſolvesto hye towards Brazduſixy:, with wncent, that 
if theſe murthers were revealed, and himſelte detected and'acouted; | hee would there 
embarque himſclfte either for Yexice or Malta - but hee hath not asyermad&hispeace 
and reckoning with God. 1 i ore 16h ofiibbe 195.03 (1121; 
- Leave weCarpi'and his Laquay poaſting'for Naples;'and leruis ſee what accident will 
ſpeedily befall Mozte-leone. It 1s impoſſible for murther to yRotery unpunifhedyatonte> 
; is pofitioo-ybrifiediinthem-« 
{}ves'r He DOSE of two faire Gennets;ane for dimſelfe.the-orhes 'tor his 
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Hit .XIIH. Beneventt andibixtwobloddy dangbters. 359. 
amazed hereat,comes away with all poſſible {peed antiet peditionz;Hiztwotteradid 
himſclfe wonderfully Ho and lament for \thezbſeace oficthiwfarher /;. and mow! 
ſeeing five daies paſt and no newes of him, they begintolfuſpett and feare'; that hee. is 
made away and murthered 3 and becauſe Fiamerto wasalone'with him, they ſulpetithim 
of the fat, which they are the-ſooner enduced to believe3an tegard len is fledg and/not 
to be found : but they ſhall ſoone ſee the:comrary, aditithimas he was a faithfull ſervant 
to their father his maſter , during his life, .ſo hee was a'true compatnon; to him it} is 
death. And although 4lcaſero his ſonne uſe all -poſfible zeale andqndauſtry to finde out 
his father, yet fith Earth cannot, now Heaven'will revesle the newes and fighrbb him. 
For as ſome neighbouring Gentlemen(his kinsfalksand friends arehuntng of x Stagge 
neere Alpiata,they purſue himon horſebacke ſore five or fixe houres, and atlaſt being 
tired, he runs for refuge and ſhelter, thorow the buſhes and bryars , into the ſame old 
Quarry , where the Send bodies of Captaine Bewevente; and his man Fiementy wete 
throwne.. The Gentlemen bunters deſcend from their horſes , and with their Swords 
drawne-enter purpoſely to kilbthe Stagge, which they performe 3 when caſti wy 
their eyes, they ſce two dead mens bodiegone neere the'\other, whoſe legges, ar 
faces, the Crowes bad pitifully mangled and defaced. They are amazed atthismourn- 
full and unlooked for ſpeCtacle, whem-approaching to diſcerne them they by their 
cloathes finde and know them to be Capraine Beneverte; . and his Gentleman Framniettts. 
T hey are aſtoniſhed and amazed hereat; and ſo one cf them. rides backe poſt to 0rraxts, 
toacquaint Alcaſero his ſonne hereof who melting into teares,returnes with himneere 
to Alpiata,where, to his unſ{peakeable griefe, he ſees the dead bodies both of his father 
and Fiamento,which before all the Hunters he cauſed to bee fearched;and finds that his 
father(with a Piſtoll bullet) was ſhot thorow the head in two places, and runne thorow 
the body witha Rapier inthree; and that F;awezto had five deepe wounds with a Ra- 
pier, and one ſhot thorow the head. Alcaſero,and the whole company grieve and lament 
at this forrowfull newesz they know well that Fiamexte did not (et uponthe Captaine 
bis father, and that neither of them had Piſtols: and though they mightimagine it done 
by thieves, yet they were quickly cleared of that jealouſie and ſuſpition, - becauſe they 
finde rich Rings on his Maſters fingers,and ſtore of gold'in his hs So they reher+ 
ring the diſcovery of this bloody ad am 


for his liſteys, ny are ſqurreligious and wretched, as they thinke tomocke God, and 
delude the world with their immoderate, yetcounterfeit mourning s: but ie proc 

not from-thejr hearts, much lefle from their ſoules: The morrow aftertheir fathers bu- 
are drown'd:a»they 
$ rejoyovand triutph, 


dainedgop ment for it: Sie | Te rr" nr 
than ſorrow 3 forber father was no. ſooner laid mhis grave; arogrews, . 
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of herhopes; andiperchance finde a halter forher necke, before a wedding Ring for 
ear wo forties brother Hexſero, /his thoughts are roving and. nt Au 57. le 
ways' forihe findes it ſtrange that the Barowof Carpi comes not to condole with him for 
hisfather, and to continue his ſante and affection to his lifter Fideha, whereat hee both: 
admires and wondets;and notonely takes it in'ill part, but alſo beginsto ſuſpet, and to 
caſtmany doubtsand jealonfits'thereon 3 -and what the iſſue thereof will be, or what 
effe@s it will praduce;' we ſhall ſhortly ſee. . But a moneth or two being blowne away, 
Carpi hearing/noſulpition or talke of him, and thioking all things in a readineſle for 
kirkiobbe aflured and contracted to hisLedy and Miltris Fidelia3 hee takes a new La- 
quay.,d —_ himina contrary Livery, ſends him ſecretly to0trarto with this 
Letter to lier : 7 CO 


a ___w _ 
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MLS -11841 CARPI to F1IDELIA. 
Y hp are ſotrereaſon F thatftay me for not comming to Otranto, to condole with thee for 
K' theeath of thy Father which what they are, none cax better imagine than thy ſelfqx when 


forrowes are. overblowne, 1will come to thee , in hope to be as joyfull in thy preſence, as t 
pen nuakerme miſerable. Ihave given thee ſo true and ſo reall a proofe of my affeFion, as tk 


ſhouldeſt offer mee palpable injuſtice, and to thy ſelfe extreame injury to doubt thereof. For what 
greater teſtimony canſt thou futurely expe? , than to believe I will ever preferre thy love before 
neine owne life c if thy c 


0 Fro mine,Ficaven ay, but Earth tannot-croſſe our deſires. 
1 pray fignifie nice how thy brother ſtands affeFed to our affeFions ;, thy anſwers ſhall have many 
kiſſer,aed I'willewer both honour and bleſſe that hand that writ its 
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his Letter into the fire, and her ſelfeafter. Now ſhe is reſolved to write backe toCarps, 
and then preſently ſhe changeth her reſolution , and vowes ſhee will anſwer him with 
filence. Bur the Dive is as ſubtill as malicious ; and fo ſhe cals for Pen and Inke,and 
out of the dregges of diſcontent, and the gall of deſpaire, writes and returnes him this 


anſwer : 


FIDELIA to CARPI. 


Y Father death hath altered my diſpoſition 5 ſor I am now wholly addifFed to mourning, 

and not to —_— I pray trouble not thy ſelfe to leave Naples, to come to condole with 
we in Otranto : for the beſt comfort that I canreceive, is,that it is impoſſible for wee to receive 
any © I never doubted of thy affetFion, nor will give thee any juſt cauſe to ſuſpeF , much leſſeto 
ſtare mine. Tf this will not ſuffice.reſt aſſured Thave ups 5 either my grave,or thyſelfe ſhall 
be my Hwrband. How my brother ſtands affe@ed to thee, is a thing difficult for me to underſtand 
or know, ſith I am onely hit Siſter, not hjs Secretary 3 but in all outward appearance, 1thinke hee 
neither loves thee for my ſake, nor my ſelfe for thine. Live thou as happy,as I feare I ſhall die 
miſerable. 

FIDELIA. 


What a fearefull Leter is this, either for Fidelia to ſend, or Carpi to receive : but her 
diſtempered and diſtracted ſpirits can aftord no other; and therefore ſhee diſi patcherh 
away the Laquay with this. And now (as if her thoughts tranſported her to hell) ſhes 
cannot be alone, for the Devill is ſtill with her + hee appeares to her in the ſhape of ari 
Angell of Light,and profers her mountaines of IFealth,and Worlds of Honowr,if ſhe will 
fall downe and adore him. To rebell againſt God wa ſinne : but to perſevere in our re- 
bellion, is not onely a contempt, but a treaſon in the __—_ degree againſt God. The 
beſt of Gods people are commonly tempted 3 but thole are, and prove the worſt, who 
are overcome with temptation. Fortitude 1s a principall and overaigne verine ih Chriſt + 
a5; andif we vanquiſh the Devill, it is good for us that he aſſaulted usfith thoſe Vico« 
nies (as well ſpiritual] as tem porall) are ever moſt glorious and honourable, which ate 
atchieved with greateſt danger. Had Fidelia followed the current of this counſell, and 
the ſtreame of this adviſe, ſhe had never beene {o weake with God, nor fo unfaithfinl eo 
her ſelfe, as to deſtroy herſelfe : but torſaking God, and conternning prayer, which iy 
the true way tothe trueſt felicity , what can ſhee hope for but deſpaire, of expect but 
deſtruttion ? Her brother Alc4ſoro,and many of her kinsfolkes, neighbours, and frierids 
(with their beſt zeale, and poſſible power) endevour to perſwade and comfort her s 
they exhott herto read religious bookes, and continuallyto pray : $he hearkrieth to 
both theſe counſels, but neither can, or will not follow either : Her ſleeptsare bur bfo- 
ken ſlumbers, and her Numbers but diſtracted dreames ; and ever and arion it ſeernes 
(tothe eyes of het minde atid body) that the Captaine her father doth both ſpeake ty 
her,and follow her. In a word, ſhe is mop both of this world,and of her life; yea;de- 
ſpaite , cr rather the Devill hath reduced her to this extreame miſery, and miſerable 
extremity, that ſhee is ready to kiſle that hand that would kill hero,r that Dearh which 
would give her death : She never ſeesa knife inthe hands of another, butſhee wiſheth 
itin her owne heart : her Conſcience dork ſo terribly accuſe her, and her thoughts give 
in ſuch bloody evidence againſt her conſcience and her ſelfe, for oceafFoning her fx- 
thers murther, that ſhe reſolves ſhe muſt dic, and therefore diſdaines tolive. And Bow 
coines her ſiſter C#leſtina to het,to perſwade and confetre with her, bur ſhewill prove 
but a miſerable comforter. _ _ her eh pes wy deteſt pe wie ſhes 

insto ſpeake,very peremptorily and mourhtully cuts oft her ſpec es thinsl hers 

ky or had ſlept when wee plotted our father: death, for yy; bis YMiH0,e ſhall ifſuridl 
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thenthe end thereof doth of He/ : for ſure if we paſſe hope we come too ſhort of ſalva- 
tion 3 and if we forſake that, this infallibly will forſake us. 

This'poore, or rather this miſerable Gentlewoman, having alwaies her murthered fa- 
ther before hereyes, (which inceſlantly haunts her as a ghoſt, and yet ſhee enforced to 
follow it as her ſhadow ) is powerfully allured and provoked by the inſtigationof the 
divell,in what manner,or at what rate ſoever, to diſpatch her ſelte,being © wretchedly 
inſtructed in faith and piety , and ſhee addes and believes, that the end of her life will 
prove not onely the end of her afflictions, but the beginning of her joyes. But, O poore 
F;delia, with-a thouſand pities and teares ,: I both'pitty and grieve to ſee thee believe ſo 
1nfernall an Advocate : for what joy either will he, or can he give thee ? Why, nothing 
but bondage for liberty, torments for pleaſures, and tortures for delights - or if thou 
wilthave me ſhew thee whereat his flattering oratory, or ſugred infinuation tendeth,it 
1s0nely to have thee deſtroy thy bodyin earth , that (asa triumph and Trophee to the 
enlargement of his obſcure kingdome) he may drag thy body and ſoule to hell fire. But 
Fjd:lia is as conſtant in her ſinne, as impiousm her reſolution; and ſo (all delayes ſet 
apart) ſhe ſeekes the meanes to deſtroy her ſelfe : ſhe procures poyſon,and takes it, bur 
the etfe&t and operation thereof anſwers not her defires. I know not whether ſhee be 
more impatient to live then willing to die. We never want invention, ſeldome means to 
doe evill; alittle pen-knife of hers, fhall in her conceit performe that which poyſon 
could nut: ſhe ſeeks 1t,and now remembers it is with her paire of knives,in the pocker of 
her beſt gowne:ſhe flies to her ward-robe, and foto her pocket, but findsnot the knives, 
onely ſhe finds ber Naples-(ilke girdle in ſtead thereof. The Devils inſtruments are never 
farto {ceke; ſhee thinkes it as good to ſtrangle her throat,as to cut it : And here comes 
her mournefull and deplorable Tragedy, ſhe returnes ſwiftly to her chamber,bolts the 
doore,and ſo -(which I grieve and tremble torelate) faſtens it to the teaſter uf her bed, 
and there hangs her ſelfe; and as it is faithfully reported, at that very inſtaut , and for 
the ſpice of an houre,it thundred and lightned ſocruelly, asif Heaven and Earth were 
drawing toan end, that not onely the chamber where ſhee hung , but the whole houſe 
ſhaked thereat. 'The thunder being ;palk and the ſkies cleared, dinner is ſerved oh the 
Table,and A4/caſero and Celeſtina ready to fit, they call for their ſiſter Fidel;a, but ſhee is 
not-tobe found, - One goes to her chamber, and returnes, that her key is without ſide, 
and the dore bolted within, and yet ſhe anſwers not. They both flie from the Table to 
herchamber, and call and knocke,but no an{wer.Alca/ers commands his men to breake 
open the doore, which they doe,and there ſees his iſter Fide/ia hanging tothe bed-ſteed 
ſtark dead. They cry out as afftrighted & amazed at this mournfull and pitifull ſpectacle, 
wa wap all {peed take her downz but ſhe is breathlefſe,though not cold;and they ſee all 

r face and body,which were wont to be as white as ſnow,'now to be coale black, & to 
ſtinke infinitely, Theſe are the wofull effefs,and lamentable fruits both of Deſpaire and 
Marther;O,may Chriſtians of all ranks.,and of both ſexes,take heedby Fidelia's mournful 
and miſerable example,and withall remember that murther will ſtill be revenged & pu- 
ſhed,eſpecially that which is perpetrated by children toward their parents; a fin odious 
both to God and man, ith it not onely oppoſeth Nature, but Grace 3 Earth, but Heaven. 

No ſooner (with griefe and mourning) hath 4/caſero buried this his naturall, yet un- 
paturall (iſter Fidetia, but as his other ſiſter Celſtina weepes for her death, ſoſhee againe 
thather ſiſter hath no way revealed the great buſineſle, which ſo much con- 
cernes her, I meane themurtherof the Captaine her father. But Time will detett and re- 
both it and her. And that wee may not ſeeme extravagant in the narration and 
unfolding of this Hiſtory,flie wee from 0trarto to Napler,and leave we the fatall and wo- 
full'Tragedy of Fiach/is, to ſpeake a little of the Baron of Carpiher Lover,who hath y<t a 
zeat part4@att upon the Theatre of this Hiſtory. 


L 
=. 


ano Jooner received Fidelia's Letter by his Laquay,but he much wonders and 
£OL joreghere of: he ſees her cold in heratfeGtion towards him , and hot. 
> tc lfe , pnd thiokes, that as it is inher powerto rejoyce hjm with her 
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affetion, ſo it may be in his to comfort her with his preſence: bat her requeſt and his 
conſcience informe him, that it is yet roo ſoane to leave Naples to ſee Otranto; and yer 
that he may not faile in the complement and duty of aLover, he treſolvesto viſit her by 
Letterghough not in perſon,and ſo writes her theſe few lines. 


CARPI to FIDELIA. 


Ere thy requeſt not myLaw,1would ſeeFidelia to comfort her,and comfort my ſelfe to ſee 

ber : But ih I muſt be ſo unfortunate.,as in one Letter to receive two different ſorrowes, 

my refuſal, and thy deſpaire : what remedy ( or Antidote ) can I more aptly F. wr” ra thax 

Patience #0 the firſt, and Prayer to the ſecond. If thou weigh matters aright, Thave more oceaſion 

of ſorrow thai thy ſelfe, an yet I am ſ0 farre from deſpairing, 4s T hope Time will give thee con- 

ſolation and me Content. Endevonr to love thy ſelje and not to hate me; (o ſhalt thou draw feli- 

city ont of afflifFion, and I ſecurity out of danger. T hope thy brother will not follow thy fathers 

ſteps, his affeFion to thee, ſhall be nrine to himjelſe * Let thy ſecond Letter give me halfe ſo much 

joy,as thy firſt didgriefe,and I ſhall then triumph 4t my good fortune as much as Inow lament and 
pitty thine, and in: that mine owne : 

CARPT. 


He ſends this Letter of his to Otranto,by his Lacquay Fieſco,who carried his firſtz but 
he muſt goe into another world if he meane to deliver it to Fidelia:He comes to 0trarto, 
and repaires to Captaine Beweverte's houſe : whereas he is walking in the ſecond Court; 
Alcaſero being very ſolitary and penſive at a window, leaning his head on his hand, and 
deepely and ſeriouſly thinking what two fatall diſaſters were befallen his houſe, as the 
lofle of his father and ſiſter, he by chance eſpiesthis Lacquay Fieſco 3 at whole tight his 
heart beats, and his blood very ſuddenly flaſheth up in his face : heeexceedingly won- 
| ders hereat, and attributing every extraordinary motion in himſelfe, a ſtep or degree 
to the diſcovery of his tathers murther, whereon his thoughts were alwaies fixed, and 
could never be withdrawne : he ſends a Gentleman of his named Flantine, to enquite 
whoſe Lacquay it was, and what was bis buſineſle. Plaxitines defcends and examineth 
him, but he 1s cloſe, and will reveale nothing. Hee entreats himto enter and taſte th& 
Wine,which he doth 3 when ingaging,and leaving himin the Celler, he trips up to his 
Maſter,and acquaints him with his anſwer,adding withall,that fome fifteene daies ſince 
he ſaw him here before. Alcaſero commands this Lacquay to be brought befote him, tie 
examines him, but he will not diſcover himſclfe 5 hee threatens him with the whip, and: 
impriſonment, but he cannot prevaile. lt is a vertue in a ſervant to conceale his maſters 
ſecrets. Alcaſero is angry at his (ilence and fidelity, yet commends him : he bethinks him- 
ſelfe of another courſe and ſubtilty, as well knowing that faire words may obtaine that 
which threatscannot ; he prayes him to dine withhis ſervants,and enjoyneth Plantiriat 
' tobring him to him in the Garden after dinner, the which he doth : Alcgſerotakes him 
apart,and tels him,that ſome fifteene daies paſt he ſaw him here : Fie/co an{wereth him 
with filence. Aleaſers finds much perturbation in his heart, and diſtradtion in his lookes 
and ſpeech; he thinkesthis boy canreveale ſomething which he ought to know, and 
therefore thinks to furpriſe him with a filver hooks he profers bim twenty Dackets,3nd 
layes it downe before him, to diſcover himfelfe and his buſinefle. Sew 

Gold is, but ought not to be a powerfull bait to indiſcretion and poverty. Itis a ſmall 
point of ſtall wiledome in Noblenzers to commirtecrets of importance tothoſe who have 
too much folly. and too little judgement to conceale:themi. The fight of this gold doth 
not onelydazle Freſeo't eyes, but eclipſe his fidelity; ſo he holds it no finne towards God, 
nor treachery towards his maſter to reveale it 3 but takes it, and informes him that he 
is the Baros of Carpi hisLacquay, who ſent him fromNap/erthither, with a Letter from, 
him to the Lady Fidelis his filter. 4/caſtro growes pale hereat, and1s very cutious and 
haſty to ſee the Letter 3 Fiefes delivers & khim,who' ſteps aſide, and reads it : wag 
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plecks-his hat downe his fore-head, and ſo making three or foure paces,reads it ore a- 
gaine. He is perplexed to know as much ashe ſees, and grieved not to ſee and finde as 
much ashedeſireth toknow : he now confirmes his former ſuſpition of Carpz,and be- 
lieves that he is a chiefe Actor or agent in his fathers Tragedy. But he knows it wiſdome 
to uſe ſilence in the diſcovery of a crime of this naturez and therefore cals Fjeſco to him, 
bids him ſtay that night,and to ſpeake with him in the morning before he depart. 

Alcaſero withdraws himſelte from the garden to his Cloſet,and there againe pernſeth 
this Letter of Carp/'s: he finds it full of ſuſpition and ambiguities,and perceives it hath a 
relation to former Letterszyea,therc is a myſtery in this Letter,the which he mult unlock 
and finde outere he be ſatisfied: for although Carpi be ſquint-eyed,yet he feares he hath 
looked too right on his father. He flies to Fidelia's Cloſet, Trunke,and Caſket, and finds 
a former Letter of Carp;'s to her,and the copy of one of hers to him; and the peruſall of 
theſe two letters are ſo farre from diminiſhing his ſuſpition, asitdoth augment and in- 
creaſe itz for now he verily believes that Carpi and his ſiſter Fidelz4 have joyntly had a 
great hand in his fathers murther. But all this while he doth not once ſo much as ſuſpect 
or-imagine that his other (iſter Ce/:ſtina hath played any part in this Tragedy : but Tine 
is the daughter of Truth, as Truth 1s that of Heaven. In the morne he cals for Fieſo, to 
whom he gave this farewell: Tellthe Baron of Carpi thy Maſter,that my ſiſter Fidelia is in 
another world,and not in this,and that ſhortly 1 reſolve to ſee him at Naples,and that in the in- 
terim Iwill reſerve his Letter. Fieſco departs, but knowes he hath ſo highly betrayed and 
wronged his Maſter, as he dares not {ee him,and fo ſhewes him a faire paire of heeles. 
Such Lacquays far better deſerve a halter than a Livery.Carpi wonders at his Lacquayes 
long ſtay : In which meane time wm gr comes to Naples, where he is yet irreſolute,whe- 
ther to accuſe Carpi by the order and courle of Law,or to fight with him: but he reſolves 
to do both; & that if the Law will not right him for the murther of his father,his ſword 
ſhall. He goes to the Criminal Judges,and with much paſſion and ſorrow accuſeth the 
Baron of Carpi for murthering of the Captaine Beneverte his father; and for proofe here- 
of produceth his two Letters to his ſiſter Fidelza, and the copie of one of hers to him. 
Whereupon the Judgesgrant power to apprehend Carpz, ſo heis taken and conſtituted 
priſoner 3 and now hee hath leaſure to thinke on the baſenefle and foulneſle of his fat. 
But he is ſo far from dejefting himſelfe to forrow, or addiCting himſelfe to repentance, 
as he puts a brazen face on his lookes and ſpeechkes,and ſo peremptorily intends and re- 
ſolves to deny all. Had he had more grace, orleſle impiety,he would have made better 
aſe of this his impriſonment, and have ſhewen himſelte at leaſt humble, ifnot ſurrow- 
Full, for his offence and crime. But he holds it wiſdome,in greateſt dangersto ſhew moſt 
courage and reſolution, and ſo makes himſelfe fit to grapple and encounter with all ac- 
cidents and'occurrences whatſoever. 

Men may-palliate their ſinnes,but God will finde them out and diſplay them in their 
naked colours-Alcaſero is an importunate ſolicitor to the Judges todraw and haſten on 
Carpi his arraignment: But they (reſembling themſelves) proceed therein modeſtly and 
gravely : they conſult,and con(ider the three Letters : they finde conjeCturall ſentences 
enow to accuſe, but no ſolid proofe to condemne him : they hold , that their opinions 
ought not to be ſwayed with the wind of every preſumption, and that it is not fit ſo tri= 
vially to ſetthelife of a man at ſix and ſeven. Beſides, as they approve of Alcaſero hisaf- 
fe&ion to his father, ſo they diſſike of his impetuolity and vehemency towards Carpi.;/ 
They all reſolve to lay the:Sword of Juftice in the ballance of Equity, and then ordaine, 
that Carpiſhall be rackt, toſee whether they can draw more light from his tongue, than 
from his/pen-But he endures theſe his tortures and torments with wonderfull conſtancy; 
and ſtill denies all. Had his cauſe beene more religious and humane, and not ſo bloody, 
this fortitude and courage of his had beene as praile-worthy, as now it is 0diousand ex-, 
ecrable. The Court by ſentence (pronounced in open Sexate) acquit and cleate Carpi of 
this murther; whereat A/caſero exceeding]y repines and murmures, | 

It is not enough that Carpshath noweſcaped this danger z for 4lcaſero renaor ul 
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conſtant in, his conceit, that he is the gmurtheter of his father, and therefore vowes Jan” 
reſolves to fight with him: He lets palle ſome fix weekes time, till he he found "his 
limbs,and then reſolves to ſend hima chall allege] eee kngcens + had lane 
; ; 1 


more honourable and requiſite , that chal} Alegſero, than Alcaſers' 
but his cauſe being unjuſt, and his conſcience fearefull, he daxes not ruane, the hazard 

to be deſirous or ambitious to fight with Alcaſers; which if he had attempted, A4lcafars 
will anticipate and prevent him; who making Plantins# his ſecond, hee out oft 
of his ſorrow,and the fire of his revenge, ſends him toCarpi with this Billet of De 5 
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| \ Lthowgh the Law have cleared thee for the nnurtber of my Father yet my Conſcience cannot; 
and my Rapier will not. Tſhould b: a monſter of Nature ot to ſtoke revenge for his death, 
whom I have received my life. Conld I give peace to my thought:,or unthinks the caſe of my 
4 uſter,1 would not ſteke to bereave thee of thy life,with the hazard of mine owne; But finding: 
this mot pnely difficult, but impoſſuble-pardon me if Trequeſt thee to meet me ſingle, at eight of the 
clocke after jupper,at the Weſt end of the common Vineyard,where I will attend thee with a couple 
Raprers, the choice whereof ſhall be thine,and the refuſall mine-or if thou wilt make uſe of a $4- 
cond. bee ſhall not depart without meeting one to exchange a thruſt or two with bim. 


ALCASERO. 


Whilzs the Zaron of Carpi is triumphing to ſee how hee hath bleared theeyes of his 
udges, and ſo freed himſelfe from the feares and danger of death, behold , Flawtines 
ndes him out,and delivers him Alcaſero his Challenge. He takes it,and with a variable 

countenance reads it, whereat he finds a reluCtation & combat, not only in his thoughts, 
but his Conſcience,whether ſhee ſhould accept or refuſe it. His Hoxoxr bids him doe the 
firſt; but his Conſcience wills him to performe the ſecond + it were better to be borne a 
Clowne than a Coward. Belides if he ſhould refuſe to fight with Alcaſers,he upon the 
matter makes himſelfe guilty of the Coptaine his fathers death. He knowes hee hath an 
unjuſt cauſe in handy but hee preferres his Hoxoxr before his Life , when ſetting a good 
face upon his reſolution, he addreſleth himſelfe to Plantines thus - | 

Sir,I- preſume you know this buſineſle: for I take you to be A/caſero's Second. He hath 

Mved Plantinws) done me the honour to make choice of me;in (ſtead of a more wot- 

y. Well(quoth the Boro of Carp) tell thy Maſter from mee, Thar although I have not 
deſeryed his malice, yet that I accept his challenge, OA performe it, -onely I muſt 
fight fingle, becauſe l am at preſent unprovided of a Second-Plantinus(as full of Valour 
as Fidelity) prayes him, that he may not ſee his bopesand detires fruſtrated, but that he 
may cpjon pat of the feaſt. But Carpi gives Ra anſwer, which he bids him take for 

utions T mielt: 


his laſtre hat hee will hazzard him burwgy hisfriend. , So Plantitea ter 
turnes with joy to. his maſter , anddiſcontegtita himſelfe ;,when nothing proving of 
power,tqquench the fire oftheſe two Gen, earns courageand revenge,they, meet atthe 
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Hon an 
math challer,and.4ſaſero pale and gaſtly 
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ving Hit groveling and weltring inhivblood; he departs, reſting very confiden 
Hig he wagat His very laſt gafp of Hife, 4nd point'of death. Bur Carp hisChirw-giow(being 
thre hiimarit ard charitablethan his maſtery apes over the next hedge,and comes to 
aiſtance: He leanes nth againſt'a atke, up his wounds,and wraps him in his 
3#&&,and [o ribnis to a Litter, which he faw neere Him; and prayes the Lady that was ini 
} thi ihe would vouchlate tb take tn Dvzz Alraſero, who was there extreamely and dan- 
wounded: and this did Carp#hisChirargion performe, inthe abſence of Alca- 
Chirnrgion, wh ont of ſomiediſtaſte or forgerfulneſſe, came not at the hours 
and place aſſigned, according to his promiſe. It was the Lady Marguerite Eſperia, who 
out of her noble and charitable zeale to wounded Alcaſero,preſently deſcended her Lit- 
ter, commanded her ſervantsto lay him infoftly, and toconvey himto his lodging,and 
ſis Her ſeIfe is pleaſed to ſtay in the fieldstill her ſervants returne it her. It was's covr- 
teffe,wnid a charity worthy of ſo Honourable a Lady as her ſelfe : 'and th regard whereof 
HOI it fir,to give herremembrance and name a place in this Hiſtory: Al Naples, yea,the 
whotte Kingdotmne rings of this combate-; the Baron of ny ere Alcaſero are(joyntly) 
hiptity'commended andgxtolled for the fame; the laſt for his affection and zeale to his 
deat father ;the firſt, for givitig Alcaſero his life when it was in his power and pleaſure to 
havetaken it from him.But Godwill ngt permit Alcaſero to die of theſe wounds;but wil 
' rather have him live to {ce Carpi die before him , though in a farre more ignoble and 
ſhamefull manner. 
\ As ſoone'a$ Mraſero'; wounds are cured and hee pretty well recovered , hee leaves 
Naples.and returnes to 0trento,| where his ſiſter Celeſt;jzadid as much ſhake and tremble 
at the impriſoriment of the'Baron of Carpi,asſhe now rejoyces at his liberty : eſpecially, 
fith ſhee js afſtited, that he hath no way accuſed her, nor uſed her naine for the death 
ind murthet'6f her father, which indeed makes her farre more pleaſant and merry than 
before, and within fix rroneths after marries with Seignior AlanſoLondovici, whom ſhe 
ever from her youth had loved and affefed,and with whom ſhe lives in great pleaſure, 
ſtate,and pommpes- and nolefle doth her brother A/caſers, who for the'courtelis which 
Domus Marguerita Efptria ſhewed him when hee was fo'dangerouſly wounded,in requitall 
eter now marry the faire Beatize;her onely danghter,with whom he lives the 
de 
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ſt content and felicity, as any GenMHeman of Ital, orof the Whole world'can cither 


7 proſperity, \and Celeſtina's happinefle and glory ſhall not 
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themz and when he pleaſeth, he will puniſh one fin-by another; the which-we ſhall naw = 
ſee verified in Lorenzo , the Barow of Carpi his Eacquay:; that wretched and. bloody. Ls+ 
renzo. Who as we have formerly heard , afliſted. this his Maſter to, murther Captaine Bey 
nevente and Fiamento,neere Alpiatay who ever fince being countenanced and authorized 
by his Maſters favour, in reſpe of this his foule fa&,. wherein his bloody and murthes 
rous hand wasdeeply and joyntlyenibrewed. with him z he from that time becomes ſo 
debauſh'd and difſolute in his ſervice, as hee ſpends all that poſſible he can pracurear 
get,yea'1nd runs likewiſe extreamly'n debt, not onely with all his friends,but alſowiths 
all thoſe whom he knowes will truſthim : ſo as his wants being extreamely urgent;and; 
enforced to ſee himſelfe reduced to a miſerable indigence and. povertyz: He being one 
day ſent by the Baron his Maſter to the Sexate houſe with a Letter to his Counſellor; hee 
there in the throng and crowd of people cuta purſe froma Gentlewomans fide, wherein, 
was ſome five and twenty Ducketons in Gold, was taken with the manner, and appre+ 
hended, and 1mpriſoned for the fat, and the next morne his Proceſle.,was made , hee 
found gwlty,and condemned to be hanged : So he is dealt withall by a couple of Fryers 
in priſon, who prepare his ſoule for Heaven : 'He ſees the Fouleneſſe of his former life; 
and repents it. The Baron of Carp his Maſter, no ſoonerunderſtands this newes, but he 
ſhakes and trembles, fearing leſt this his Lacquay ſhould reveale the marther of the Cap» 
taineand his man : whereupon he reſolveth toflie 3 but conſidering againe,thatif his 
Lacquay accuſe him not, his very flight will proclaime and make him-guilty: he ſtayes, 
and as he thinkes,reſolves of a better courſe. He goes to the priſon, anddeales with his 
Lacquay to be ſecretin the buſineſle he wots of; proteſting and promiſing him,thatm 
confideration thereof, he will enrich his mother and brothers.. , Lorexze tels him,thathe 
need not feare; for as he hath lived, ſo he will die his faithfull ſervant :. But wee ſhall 
ſee him have more grace, thanto keepe ſo-graceleſle a promiſe. Carpi flattering him- 
ſelfe with the fidelity and affeQton of his Lacquay,reſolves toſtay in the City : but hes 
ſhall ſhortly repent his confidence. He was formerly betrayed by Fieſco, which me thinks 
ſhould-have made him more cautious and wiſe, and not fo ſimple toentruſt and repoſe 
his life on the incertaine mercy of Lorexzo's tongue : but Gods Revenge drawes neere 
bh m,and conſequently he neere his end;for he hetther can nor ſhall avoyd the judgment 
of Heaven. | id 
Lorenzo on the gallowes, will not charge his ſoule with this foule and execrable ſinne 
of murther : but Grace now operating with his/foule, as much as formerly Satan did 
with his heart, he confeſſeth, that he and the Baron of Catpi his Maſter, together with 
the Knight Morte-leone, and his Lacquay Anſelmo, murthered the Captaine Benevente, 
and his man Fiamento, and threw them-into the Quarry , the which hee takestohis 
ow is = : and ſo uling ſome Chriſtian-likeſpeeches of repentance and ſorrow, he 
is han | Tote WENT | —— 
| LAs is no ſooner turned over, but the Criminal Rpratuninges his ſpeeches 
deliveredat his death, they command the Bayonof Carpibis lodging to be beleagredy 
where he is found inhis ſtudy; :and-ſo-apprehended; and commuted priſoner, where 
feare makes him looke pale 3 i ſoab the Peacocksplumes| both of his pride and cours 
ſtrike ſaile-He isagaine put to theRacke;and:now the ſecond time he reveales his fins 
& bloody murther;andin every point ackriowledgeth Lorexzoes accuſation of himighe 
true: So he is condemned.firſt to Have hisright hand cut off,and then his head,notwiehy 
ſtanding that many great friendsof his ſue to;theViceroyfor his pardon... The night ber 
fore he was todie the next morne,: one of his'Judges was\ſentto him to-prifon,. ta pes 
fwade himtodiſcover all tiis complies inthar ujirther;haides Moxtre-leoneiand hisLapy 
* quay Hnſthup;; 'yea,thereiare hkewile ſome[Divines preſent, who with mrapy religious 
exhortations perſwade him to it :.\$0.Grardpreyalles with Nature, and Righteomineſ 
with Impiety and finne in him 3 that hee is now no longer himſelfe, for contrition 
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. and reperi hath reformed him 3 he will rather diſreſpe& C#leſtins, than dilpleaſe 
God: whereupon he affirmes, that ſhe and her deceaſed fiſter Fidelia, drew him and 
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Momt-leme to thurther their father,and his run Fiawvents.ard that if it had not been fot 
thbir allurerhentbatid requeſts, they had never attempted either the beginning or end 
ofloblovdy a bufineſſe :  wnd thus making hitnſelfe ready for Heaven , and grieving at 
hothing on £445,but atthe refer brance of his foule:fatt,he in the lighe of chany thou- 
ISIS now 1oſb his head. | 
'Dhis isno ſ6oHEr ated ard finiſhed im Naples, but the Judges of this City ſend 
awsy'poſt rothoſe of deyarto,to ſeite-on the Lady Celeſtins, (whoin the abſence of her 
kuſband for the moſt ry lived there: ) A Lady whoml could pitty for her youth and 
beruty, did hot the of her fat ſo foulely diſparage and blemiſh it. She is at 
that inſtant at a Noblewires houſe, arthe folemnicy of his daughters marriage, where ſhe 
napprehended. impriſoned, 8 accuſed to be the authour and plotter of the Captaine ket 
fathers death 5 "neithet can het teares or / prayers exempt her from this affliction and 
miſery.She was once of opinion to deny it, but underſtanding that the Baron of Carpi and 
hinLacquay Lovtmts wete alteady executed for the ſame in Naples , ſhe with a world of 
- KurEs freely confeſleth ir, and confirmes av much as Carpi athrmed ; whereupon inex+ - 
tion of this her inhamane Parabide, ſhe is condemned to have her head cut off, her 
burnt,and her aſhes chrowne into the ayre 4 fot a milder death,and alefſe puniſh- 
ment the Lord willnot (out of his Juſtice) inflict upon her, for this het horrible crime, 
11d barbarous cruelty committed on the perſon of her owae father,or at leaſt ſeducing 
and occaſioning it to be committed on himzand it isnot in her huſbands poſlible power 
| __—_ EINE = backe —_ to pepſin Ones or 
m very trath the part thereof ) ih ll grieving for her ſtnnes,and mour» 
this het bloody offence or fer 6r the . morne bcing brought to her 
cation, when ſhe aſcended the ſcaffold, the was very humble, forrowfull,and repen- 
tanty #41 with many ſhowres of reafes requeſted her brother ny and all herkin{- 
folkesro forgive her;for occationing ard conſenting w her fathers death, 8 generally all 
theworld to pray for her z when her fighs and teares fo fofrowtfully interrupted and f6- 
knced hertongye , as ſhve ing her ſoutke imo the hands of her Redeemer, 
whormhe had fo hymouſly offended,fhe with great humility and contrition, kneeli 
onherknee:, bud Iiftmg upher eyes andbhandstowards Heaven, the Executioner wit 
his ſword made a double divorce betwixt her head and her body , her bodyand her 
foe ;and rhen the fire (as if incenſe at fo fiery a fpirie)conſumed her to aſhevand ber 
dſties were throwne into the ayre,to trench her.and all the world by herexample, that ſo 
 Ahwrhanc and bloodya daughter;defervednorrichertotread on the face of this earth;or 
robreathe this wyre of life. q | -- | 
2: Yhe wislazmetired ot all who either knew 'or ſaw ber, trot that ſhe ſhould dic, but that 
fie Chould firſt fafter fo ftiamefull ard wieeched adeath! $« yetſhe was far 
happier then her ſiſter F3delie, for ſhe deſpaired, and this confidently hoped for remifſit- 
on ind fatvadod. Thriwalboiethisweetobed and execrable Gentlewomen lived 
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Maurice like a bloody villaine, and damnable ſon? , throwes his Mother Ch cffina wy Day 
and drownes her : the ſame hand and arme of his wherewith he did it rots 4 Lap ro ho 
and being diſcraſed of his wits in Priſon, he there confeſſerh biz "og andi HH, 
ft the which he is hanged. * 


4 ere? 


=m- wee did not wilfully malls our if ſelves wiſerable , Ord is fo 
da indulgent and merciful ro us#'as he would make t{sthore 
Sel happy 3 but when with high and' preſimprtuons hands'wee 
violate the Lawes of Natiere and 'Grare , of Earth and Heavens 
in murthering through envy thoſe, wham through Dir) py 
affeftion wee are bound'to'obey , honout', cheriſh atid 
+ ſerve : thenit isyo marvel], becauſe we'firſt Cuſooke Ge 
"thathe after abaridoneth usto our ſelves; art finnes;drid to 
the fruits thereof \Calamiry,Nhſery, ifamy, and Pctdition 5 
| oprgh d that wee may ſee humane cruelty tobe altly et:with 
bud ſtice, Loe here in this enſting Hiſtory 


Pn me ea Avi king 
Halſies woke i fook rh benno fact, fot thewhich we ſhall ſee hifi 


ded with puniſhmene; and with #* ſharpe and infainouge oug 
ED 'Ttis ab anaBl dody Haſt, iftory,” the rela and re- 


membrance whereef, in the moſt repo Jus  ondflin re he pe ble, notor | 
er compaſſion;but'compunttion 3 y ori Vit thares; of fwe 
ve any place left in us for Pitty;or ro WARS IO Dev doubils the 
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hurd pare.) Thee Gagds a prey ſmall 
; On ſt ermca Y4 wh h properly 
:hzetsl 70s | at warlike people 
F$Erey and recentimemory, there 
toro Genrry thoſe parts & people are 
who by his wife Chriſti 
H&E; am ct} Md; cngfe, now of ſome four- 

eps by\profyſiong Oalder, andeprolled 

Fo: yi, Sar dr ns OT, $9: £Nnees) ich arein. pay*o the 

French King yet nevertheletle his chieteſt ambition and care was, to make this ſonne 
of hisa ſcholler, becauſe the ignorance and 1lliterature of his owne age , made him to 
repept it.in himſclfegand therefore tp proyide a remedy thereof in his ſonnes youth,fath 
hee gow knew ang » that. aman withgut learning , was either aga body withouts 
ſoul, or a ſouleWithout knpwleye and reaſon , which are her chiefeſt vertues\, and 
moſt ſacred Ornaments and Excellencies : Sohee brings him up to their owne Grammar 
Schoole in Morges , where in ſome three of foure yeares hissfteCtion and care to ſtudy, 
makes hjm ſo good a Proficient , as he becomes not onely ſkilfull , but perfect therein, 
andalnjoſtascapableto teach his Schoolemaſter, as he was to inſtru him : yea, and 
toadde the better Grace tothe Grace of that Art, hee was of ſo milde and ſo modeſt a 
carriage, and the .blofſomesof his youth were ſo ſweetly watered with the Heavenly 
dew of Vertxe and Piety, as if His manners and himſelfe were wholly compoſed thereof 
ſo that for Lea ning and Goodmeſſe he was, and was juſtly reputed , not onely the Mir- 
rowr, but the Phemx of all the youth of Morges3 and as hee eſteemed himſelfe happy 
in his Parents, fo they reciprocally hold themſelves; : not onely happy, but bleſſed in 
this their ſonne 3 but becauſethe inherent corruption of our Nature, and the peryerſ- 
nee apd multiplicity of our finnes are ſuch, 'as they cannot promile us any true joy, 
wugh leſle aſlured and l permanent telicity : {0 the Sunne-ſhine of this their Temporary 
open <aually dari in thirds betwixt the Father, Mother, and Sonpe, will ſbortly 
receive a great Eclipſe, and a fata}] diſaſter, which will be to them fo-much the more 
bitter and mournefull, ſith both the cauſe and effefts thereof were of each of them un- 


thought of,of them all unexpetted. | 


- termi and called the Lake 


7 


JJ 


| a zodin 
"IM >) mu F ] "js [9.20 you; | 3 T a theo, 
Wwnelyv reaArlt 111 inn g to | | is ſtinking ; | 
xed into Heaven,that Heavenly Jernſalem; 30d Ce 
lg, pop 
DE SAGE face, wheren 


373 


nd {ends his 
ocome: A 


ED TO II—_ 


<d7t 


. 
_2 
- 


Hi-XV. Criflne,dulller intumgne fin 


—— — 


which portends and! prepares both pfthemmany dilaſh la wokull-mir 

ſeries, the which in.a mannet, are almoſtregdyro etal theme-- {1 Lon 
This ſorrowfull widow being thus of, dens k 

her comfort and her.jay,her ſay and, her Protecar,her Head nd Ty 5 41th, 

he left her a good Eſte, ſufficient enough to,warrant hex againſt the feare-pEpoyer 


and to ſecure her ſe} feagainſt the apgrobenſinn ofreothtins ence3 and where withy 
ithjomewhat more, an 1g copy 


all to maintaine both her and her ſonge, w e than ar 
petency3 yet ſhe ſay her friends forlake her, oder Hyſhands familiar acquai 
abandon her, as if their ay nh. died with bizp, 2nd $haygherr remembrance % ak 


was wholly raked up, and buriediin the duſt, of his grave,  Amolt iogratetull : 

and iniquity of time, rather to be pjticd than and;tefrgved than Sled lte 
THE MG pA 

gold, 


ding and inconſtantare the unfriendly friendlhipapt the world, who: 1 
are grounded on profit, not on Honour, on ayarice, not on; ertue, on their owne: gol 
not on the want of their Chriſtian neighbours and. brethren3 but enough of this wid 
againe to our Hiſtory. | «131 {thts} lidomgs.9::., 5 24vls} 
Now, it Chij#ina (for onelyby.that vawe will bencefanth inticle her) have2ny 
comforp. or conſolation left her, toiſweeten the hutterpefle of her Huſbands death, . 1s, 
onely to ſee him ſurviye and liye in her ſonne Mayrice; in whoſe yertuesand yeeres, he 
hopes likewiſe beginne againe to bud torthand flourihs when remembr; bat.an 
earneſt care and defire her Huſband had to ſee higy a Scholler,as ſhee inherits his g: og; 
ſo ſhe will aſſume and inherite that reſolution of his : and although ſhe love her ſonnes 
e to hep 


verſity of Loſarna,ſome three leagues diſtant thence,there ta perfe& his ſtudies and lear- 

c | hand fruttified in him. To 
whichend, her deepeſt affetzon and care having hearkened out one | us Vareſing, 
a-Bachelor of Divinity of that Univerſity, whom fame (though indeed mo fallly) had 
enfurmed her to be an expert Scholer, and an excellent Chriſt;an, ſhee agrees with him s 
when 8llowing her ſonne an honeſt exhibition, and [ki lh ' > 


departure,to be carefull of his learning» carriage and actions,” and above all, to m 
of all his ſtudiesz when with 


ler, or prophaneC 
hide many of his di 


people the Swiſers 3 but ifir kad/beene wm 
and Mounzaines of Gerereny, it had proved 
ther Weſterne parts of the Chriſtian war! 
trolable and jncurable Gangrene,! yedz likes 
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herewith ; yea, if # be not debirred; but have admittance and reſidence in the 
rand Claffer of e7 ;from'which Nurfes & Gardens of the Muſes, both the 
id State ferch their chiefeſt Ornaments and Members how can wee expect to 
{e it rooted out from the more Hliterate Commons, whoſe grofle ignorance makes 
them farre more capable to learne Vice, than Yermme 5 or rather Yice; and notVertze; fith 
there is no ſhorter nor truer art toleariie it, 'than of their 4+ Maſters, becauſe the ex- 
ample and preſident of ill Songs mour Teachers and Syperiours,doth not onely plant; 
ones e and root it, not onely privflege, but;as it were, authorize it in as, ſhi with 
x fatall impettiofiry, with a dangerous violence, and pernitiousevent and iſfne : for if 
remedies be not to be fouridin learnedPhiftzans, iris thenin vaine toſceke them in the 
rade'and unlearned people; and if the'Prerepror himfelfe be not ſaatified, it is rather 
tobe feared than doubted, that his Diſezple will not. 'This(yea this) is a moſt mournfull 
wid fatall rocke, whereon divers vertudtts and retigious parents have even weptthem- 
ſclvesto death, to ſee their children ſuffer ſhipwracke 3 yea, this beaſtly and bratiſh ſin 
bfDrunkennefle, is ſill the Divells Uſher and Paxder'to'all other finnes; and therefore 
how cautious and carefull ought the Heads of Schoolerand Univerſities be, toegp.lland 
rootit out from themſelves; and to hate and deteſtit m others, fith in the remill= win- 
king thereat, I may (with as much truth as ſafety) affirme, that toleration 1s confirmati- 
on and conniyency, cruelty; as we ſhall not goe farre to ſee irmade good, and verified 
in this enſumg mournfull Hiſtory;' the which in exacting Inke from my Pen, doth 
eee ahe 4 IE blood from my heart, and teares from mine eyes, to anatomize 
an d its 
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beaſtly Art, asboth day ind Wm he makes1t not only his praftice, but his delight, and 
ory. He who before was ſotempitratein his drinke and 


young Scheller, he drinks (orto write truer, devoures it) fo exceflively, as his Cups are 


re Aoth #hedironk ng Scholler Mavrice, ſubje& and re» 
"Ace Him 3 (045 it vr checked and vanquiſhed with repen- 
ders "+ thanfade or: with our age : the 
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ance vers : Yea, his extreme fuperfluity in this kind, was without intermiffion {6 
frequent,as three quarters of his yeeres penſion could not diſcharge one of his expences 
' and debts, ſo ftrong a habit (converted now to a'fecond Nature) had de breprr. 
beaſtly ſinne of drankenneſle exaCtedand gotten of him, as if this were his felicity; 
that he onely triumphed to become a ſJave to this his ſſaviſh appetite and fiyin p64 
feſſion, which to ſupport and maintaine, he not onely feeds, buy ſurfets his mothet with 
variety of ſubrill and infinnating Letters, thereby to draw divers ſummes of moneyes 
from her, as indeed he doth 3 ſome under pretext of his neceſſity to buy new bookes, 
which hee affirmed he wanted ; others ander pretence of his weaknefſe and ficknelle; 
and ſuch like colourable excuſes; which unthrifty pocigulity of his, doth as faſt erfi- 

her purſe and ſtore, as her induſtrious frugality can poſſibly fill them z whereof 
Ling all the reaſons of the world to become ſenſible, ſhee at laſt, making her udge= 
ment conſult with her afteCtion, begins now to feare, that her ſoh was become leffe ver= 
tuous,and more deboſhed than ſhe hoped of, and that theſe his Letters and Petitions for 
mony, were but onely tricks to deceive the hopes, and betray the confidence ſhee tes 
poſed in his'vertuous carriage and godly inclination; whereof being in fine enformed 
and certified, from ſuch 8twuderts arid Burgers of Loſanne,whom ſhee had ſet as Sentinels; 
to have 4rgws, yea, Lyncews eyes over his ations and deportments, ſhe at laſt with few 
thanks to his Tutor Yareſws, many complaints and exclamations to her ſonne, andinex- 
preſſable griefeand ſorrow to her ſelfe, calls and commands him home from Loſa##4rg 
Morges, where with much bitternefle and _ ſhe taxes and rates him for his drun- 
kenneſſe and prodigality, in that he had vainely ſpent in one yeere, more than eithiet his 
father or her ſelfe could colle& or gather upin many. 

But ſee the lewd ſubtilty, and wretched deceitfulneſle of this diflolute ſonne towards 
this his deare and tender mother ; for then and rhere, ſeaſoning his ſpeeches with ver- 
tue, and hisbehaviour with obedience and piety, hee modeſtly ſeemes not ohely ro tat 
her credulity, conceived againſtthe candeur and integrity of his ations, but alſowith 4 
kmdeof choller, to maligne and traduce thoſe who unjuſtly and falfly had caſt {6 
foule anaſperfion on his vertues and innocencys and the better tomakethoſe his [| pets 

 ches, and this his Apologie and Juſtification paſte current with his mother, his diſcretioth 
now deſcribes ſo foire a Lav'to bis Vanity, and his reaſon to his interperate and irregi- 
lar deſires,as to the eye of the world,and to her more curious and obſervant judgernent, 
he ſeemes to be the very picture and ſtatue of Yeytxe, although Godand hi Freſbate 


his 

ght, you Morges, and eſpecia}]i 
z and th no 
od eveningts (oc 
and frequenting of Fe 
thoughts, as ſhereptr 


lt] = 


= oy 
Sanns3 orindeednor Baints, butDivelts; 


* 7 by 
ix} F 


274 Gods Revenge againft Murther. . Book IIl, 
|  conceitsand minde, and ſo the more ſecretly to overvaile his exceſſive affettion and ad- 
ition.to.Dras eſſe, he under the pretence of ſome neceſlary and profitable occaſions, 
gets leaye of her, ſometimes toride over to Berne, Soleure, Fribowrge, Apen/all, and other 
tall townes of the Cantons, where hee falls afre(h tohis cups, and there continually 
both day and night ſwills his braines,and (tuffes up his belly with wine, as if hee tooke 
no other delight or glory, but to drowne his wit and leaming with his money, and his 
health with both; and yet againe, when hee returnes to Morges, hee makes ſuch faire 
weather with hismother,and caſts ſo temperate acloake and colour on his ſpeeches and 
ations, as if it were impoſſible for him to drinke more than would ſuffice Natzre,or to 
deſire more than would merely quench his thirſt. And thus by his hypocriticall policy 
having againe wrought himſelte into his mothers good opinion and favour,as alſo ſome 
ſtore of money out of her purſe and coffers: he with a faigned ſhew of Humility and dif 
cretion, takes leave of her, and to perfect his ſtudies and learning, returnes againe to 
Loſanna, where he is no ſooner arrived, but upon his new rcturne, he-findes out his old 
carrowling companions, wholike ſo many peſtilent Vipers,and contagious Moaths and 
Caterpillers.are vitiouſly, and therefore coax! apa pays only to cat out the bottom 
of his purſe, but alſo the heart of his happineſſe,and as I may jultly terme it;to devoure 
the very ſoule of his felicity : .and with theſe rippling brats of Bacchas, - doth our lewd 
and deboſhed Scholler Maxrice, continually drinke drunke, not onely forgetting his 
learning but himſelfe 3 and which is worſe, his God,having neither the powerto remem- 
ber to repent, or grace to pray,nor to remember any thing but his cupsz fo beaſtly is he 
inclined, ſo ſwiniſhly and vitiouſly is hee affefted and addited; and what doth this 
either prognoſticate, prelage, or promiſeto produce in him, bunt incvitable affliction, 
ds of all (ides 
_. Asthe ſhorteſt errors are beſt, ſo thoſe Yices which have longeſt perſeverance and 
predominance 1n ys, prove! ſtill the moſt pernicious and dangerous : It is nothing to 
crufh a Serpent in the egge, but if we permitit to grow to a Serpent, it may thencruſh 
us :, 2 plant may be removed with eaſe, . but an old tree difficultly ::To fall from lin to 
xepentance,isas great a happineſle,asit is a miſery to fall from repentance to ſinne; and 
indeed to uſe but one word for the affirmation and confirmation of this truth; there can 


no greater milery befall us, than to thinke our ſelves happy, when (through our linnes) 
we are miſerable. | | 

--: Herein Larne Mawes eſteemes this his beaſtly ſinne of drunkenneſle to be a Yertwe; 

not a Yice.in himzyea,in paying for all ſhots and reckonipgs in Tayernes, he ſottiſhly and 

fooliſhly thinkes it the ſhorteſt and trueſt way to be beloved and honoured (though in- 

deed to becontemned) of all 3 and therefore without feare or wit, yea,without the leaſt 

> of Grace, or ſhadow of conſideration, his ſtomacke (like the Divells (; ge)and 

hjs inſstiable throat (like a bottomeleſle-gulfe) fo devoures his wine, and he win his 

money, as that which ſhould be the 6x of hisglory, hee makes the cauſe of his 

| ſhame 3 and his mony which ſhould torttfie his reputation, ke converts & tures to ruine 

, But as poverty (in a juſt revenge of our /amity) rejoyceth to looke on us, becauſe we 

Full iſdained, ” toJogkeon, orr ali G8 Ig dhe ogg fron 

ex of has fc d prodigality, in w monies. his vehimin, wines 
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| rolty Winter of that want, whi 

nember than remedy, rather repent, than redrefle. The Fore and 
COLES (@) ON ANT and al BUAC net . ſome: | th the eyes of 

14Min por malice, their Chanty or 


or the rocks and Miſer -heonke is athlyand 
true Crockett choller, or , ava Maſter of Attn that ofd 
ſells his bookes, then by g Twi nd cloaths; [enindy red ge 
any thing but wine 3. and confidently Cones = 
have wine enough, thatthen He wants NS hothl 
on, a wretched eſtite and refolation, onely 
and to deplorable Royery a#d deſolation: 
But to repleniſh his purſe;to repaire his credir _ Roy nds tcontinne bis 
and drunkennefle, he hath tio other hopes or refuge, —_— eo oaſt himſclfe ico 
affeion and courteſie of his mother, whom he refit ſeverallLetters,whichiare 
only ſo many humble infinuaxing petitions, againe to draw'and wreſtmonies fromher: 


But he is deceived in his hopes and expettation; oratleaft they diſtindtly and foyeraly, 
a 


and his mother, joytitly with them conſpireto deceive-him. | For Fwrite it with 
becauſe (by an uncontrolable relation of the truth) ye = go irto my\pen with 
thatas well by all thoſe of Morges, who came from y all thofe of Doſavnd 
who catne to Morgen, ſhee is moſt certainly and ſorrowfully of her ſonhes des 
boſhed and difſotute life, of hisnegle& of Leaning too fqn affedting and 
following of drunkennefle, of the ſale of his clothes, of the trre 

rable loſle, both of histime, monies and reputation 3! andwithall; how the dr as 
fames of wine hath metamorphoſed his countenance; and not but fikly diG 
graced it with man ny fierie Rubies, and flaining'Carbunkdes; as alſo howit bath-ſtaffed 
and bombaſted up his belly and body, as if the dropfieand hee comended who ſhould | 
firſt ſeize each on other ; 7 64 therefore ſhe (withamourafull unwillingrieſſe) 
enforced, not onely to rake notice, but ſorrowfu Foe + ay thr to' reft-aſfured and confideimof gl 


theſe diſaſterous remiſes, the Lonnp ent when eric. rv of her Sontesurter 
ruine and ſubverfion.: Shee þ ofily and abſolo bhisrequeſts, anſwe- 
his foule 


reth his Letters with many ſharpe complaints, and war) Sari: 

finne of Drunkenneſle, whie noleſle than the ruine bothpt Reputation, 

Friends, Learning, Fortune, #ndLife, if not of bis $oules 0 (1 ng br 
Manrice,ſecing himſelfe holy abandoned'of his Mother;he knowes not how wo live, 


nor yet. how to provide the _— mn 7 ri "whdch's qc ſeth his 
thoughts, but amayer and a ectakes this dif 
courteſie of be rn -4., Grote himfelfe 
wv-0\ of her,. whom 
b; as forgerting Kin 
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Se Gd TT wen == attempt, his 
exceſſive and frequent drunkenaefiemakesbim ſonotorioully apparantto the Headsof 
arbor ed rrwee > rw his 0wne Cplledge in particular, that th gively m his 
Eng ox + woe tte paged tion) expell him thence. 
Sothat being nowdefſtitute and meanes, he is enforced to ſee himſelfe re- 
duced to this point of miſery, that he'muſteither pay en or ſtarve, which to prevent, (be- 
__ heas mr ach iſdins th the firſt, as he is reſol provide 2 remedy for the ſe- 
Jhe leaves: "where his:vices and debts have 4 the ſtones too Los forhim) 
por aye gues'home to his: her to Morges, hoping that his preſence may prevaile 
more with her tharihis abſences and his —_ make that.caſie, which his pen (ia bis 
Letters) found not \onely difficult but impoſſible 
| Beingarrivedat: 


7, bis loving and indulgent Mother receives him with teare:, 
notof: joy, but.of - forthis drunkenneſle hath ſo deformed his face and body, as 
atthefirft ſightſhe ifficultly knew himto be herſonnes, and although hee take paines 
toconcenle that beaſtly vice of his, and ſo to plaiſter and varniſhit over with a faigned 
ſhew of repentance and reformation; - yet ſhee ſees to her affliction, and obſerves to her 
miſery; 'that helovyes his Cups better = his life, and that as ſoone as ſhee once turnes 
her backe fromhim;hee falls cloſe rothem, and fo tipleth and carouſeth from Morning 
to Night. Three'daiesare-fcarce paſt, before he makes two requeſts to her; the one 
for newiclothes, the other for 3:whentothe end that her wiſedome might ſhine 
in her affeQtion, as well as ber affeQion.in-her wiſedome, ſhe cheerefully grants him the 
firſt, but petemptorily denies him the ſecond, becauſe ſhee well knowes1t would be fo 
mich caſt away on rely fith he would inſtantly caft itaway on Wine; and to write the 
truth;thegrantof bis appirell.doth not ſo. much content. him,as the refuſall of her mo- 
ney doth bothrafflict and jnflarhe bim 2+ woe allincholler hereat, and the fumes of re- 
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ruption of his Body, to the immortality of his Soute-3 from Sinne to R: teouſneſle, 
from Revenge to Religion, and conſequently from Satan-toGod, hee ſho\(d hate this 
bloody defigne and project of hisas much as now he lovesit, and ſeeke the ptyſervation 


| of his Mother, with as much obedience and atfeCtion, as now he contrives ant! purſues 


her untimely end with impiety and deteſtation. But his Vices will ſkill triumph over his 
Vertues; and therefore it is rather to be feared than doubted, that they will inthe end 
make him too miſerable, ever to {ee himſelfe ſo happy. : 
Miſerable Mazrice therefore, (as the ſhame of his time, the diſgrace of his ſex, and a 
prodigious monſter of Nature) having helliſhly reſolved on the matter, now with a di- 
velliſh fortitude and helliſh afſurance paſſeth on to the manner of her Tragedy. Hee 
will not give eareto God, who ſeekes to divert him fromit, but will hearkento the Di- 
vell, who uſeth his beſt Oratory to perſwade and entice him to it. But as the Di» ell is 
malicious in his ſubtilty, ſo ſhould we be both wiſe and cautious in our eredulity; for 
if we believe him,he will betray us, but if wee believe God, we ſhall then betray him : 
he is1mpatient of delayes, yea, hismalice 1s ſo bloody, and his revenge fo crucll, as hee 
thinkes.every houre a yeere, till ke hath ſent her from Earth to Heaven. He propoſeth 
unto himſelte divers wates to murther her, and the divell, who is neverabſent, butpre- 
ſent in ſuch helliſh occaſions, makes him as well induſtrious as vindictive and impla- 
cable in the contriving and finiſhing thereof. Now he thinks to cut her throat as ſhe is 
in bed : Then topoiſon her at table, either in her meat or drinke. Then againe he is of 
opinion to hire ſome to kill her as ſhe is walking in her Vineyards; orelſe to cauſe two 
Water-men to drowne her, as ſhee 1s taking the aire in a Boate on the Lake, which twice 
or thrice weekely ſhe is accuſtomed to doe; but yet ſtill he is irreſolute,cither which;of 
which not to reſolve on, till at laſt,after a weekes diJatory protraCtion, having with a fa+ 
tall and infernall ratiocination banded and rebanded theſe feyerall bloody projects in 
his braines and contemplarions, he rejecteth them all, as more full of difficulty and ap+ 
parant danger, than of warrantable ſafety, when conſidering there was adeepe Well iti 
the outer yard, adjoyning to the Garden, hee holds it fitteſt for his purpoſe to drowne 
her therein, whereon the Divell and he ſtrike hands, and ſet up their reſt and period. 
Whilesthus this gracious mother Chriſtineeadeavourswith her beſt care and Prayers 
to divert her graceleſle ſonne Maxrice from this:his intemperate and beaſtly finne of 
Drunkennefle, he (as if he were no part of her, but rather a-limbe of the Divell) with a 
monſtrous and inhumane mgratitude, ſets his inventions and braines on the tentet- . 
hookes; toeſpie out the occaſion and time to diſpatch her: ; When burning with a fla+ 
ming defire, to quench the inſatiable thirſt of his revenge jn her blood; he (taking tims 
and opportunity at. advantage) ſecing all his mothers people abroadtogather inthe 
Vintage; the Well open, and ſhe witha Prayer booke in her hand; watking in the Gar- 
den next adjoyning; the Divell infuſeth ſach m—__ tons heart, his heart ſuch ctuelty 
and inhuthanity to his reſolutions, that all things ſeemedthen toconfpire to ſee anend 
tothis his ſolong deſired and afte&ted bufinefieof murthering and diſpatching his mo+ 
ther, He taking on him the part of & mad-man, whoin itſceemed forraw had fuddent | 
afflicted; and griefe diſtracted; he'with his hat in his hand,chaſtily and futiduſly ruſherh 
to the Garden tohis mother, and cries out ta.her, thatthere is one of the neighbours 
children fall into the Well, which he-eſpied>from: his chamber windowiz whereunto 
(harnielefle good woman) ſhe adding beliefs to his falſe and:perfidiousſpetches z and 
and(being beyondher ſelte)afflifted and ainazedwith this-{udden and forrowfull news; 
ſhethrowes away herBooke, and/hand in hand with him; (her: ſighes incerrupting her 
words, and her teares her fighes) ſhe (as if pityadded wingoto her feetY trips away to 
the Welk, both to ſte'this mournfulb fpectacte; amd-chiefly to-know, if it any way lay in 
her poflibte care t5affiſt; or power topreſervechelaid childe from death: when brin- 
ving her #6 the Welk, 'he'betterlike'a ry, thaniaman,andmather reſembling a meere 
Divell; that's ſonge.faftneth his lefchandonehs Welk-poſts: andas ſhe lbokes into the 
ofemalit thereof -yowieh hieright hain ipband.throwevher ins and fowithour uy 
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more doing laps downe the cover thereof 3 when rejoycing in his heart that hee had 
ſent her todeath, becauſe hee ſees and knowes it now, not in the power of the whole 
world toave her lite. Hee (the better to overvaile this his impious villany; and to ob- 
ſcure thi his barbarous and bloody faQ) aſcends her chamber, breakes open her cup- 
boards, :runcks and cheſts, takes away moſt of her money, and filver plate, which hee 
privatey hides away for his owne behoofe and uſe, and ſo ſcattereth a few pieces of 
money, and ſore 0 her clothes ad apparell in the floore, thereby ſubtily to 1nſinuate 
and intimate to the world, that it were thieves who had robbed and drowned his mo- / 
ther; when ſtealing a horſe out of the (table, he with much ſecrecy gets him out of the 
backe doore, which he leaves open, and from thence rides away to his mothers people 
in the Vineyards;to whom he relates he hath been all that morne abroad to take the air, 
and is now come to paſle the remainder of rhe day with them,and tobe _—_ to which 
end(in his Mothers name)he ſends for wine from the ſkirts of the townez and ſo(as well 
men as maids) they earouſe and frollike it till towards night, and then they all retarne 
home, where they finde both doores open, his mother their Miſtrefle wanting 3 and no 
creature whatſoever in the houſe, whereat they much admire and wonder. So the ſer- 
vantsand himſelfe ſecke and call her in the Orchards and Gardens, but in vaine,for they 
find no newes of her; when the maids one way, and hee and the men-ſervants another 
way, ſecke heras well in the roomes and chambers, as1n the ſtreetes and neighbours 
houſes, where ſhe is accuſtomed to frequent, but to no purpoſe; for they can neither (ce 
nor heare of her; till at length the maidens ruſhing into her bed-chamber,they find her 
cupboards,cheſts and trunks broken open, and ſome of her money and apparell ſtrewed 
here and there on the floore; whereat amazed,they lamentably cry out at the windows, 
that thieves have beene there,and robbed:their Miſtrefle her cheſts and trunks : which 
Manrice and the men ſervants of the houſe over-hearing, they aſcend, and admire at the 
ſight thereof; neither doth his outward feares, or their inward apprehenſions, ſtop or 
ſtay atthe meere loſle of thegoods, but they joyntly apprehend,and feare the abſence of 
hismother,and their Miſtreſſe Chriſtine arealready become jealous and umbragious 
of her ſafety,and very fearefull,that the thieves have offered her ſome violence an cru- 
elty. Whereupon late at night, hearingnonewes of her, her ſonne (becauſe chiefly in- 
tereſted in this diſaſterousaccident) goes and acquaints the Bayliffe of Morges, and the 
reſt of the Criminal/ Officers therewith, who of all ſides inquire for her,and make a ſecret 
and curious ſearch in the towne, to find out the thieves; and in the meane time (toge- 
ther with Mawrice and the ſervants) leave not a roome nor place of the houſe unſoughtr 
for her : but their diligence proves vaine, for they can purchaſe no newes of her, much 
lefle of the thieves. They remaine in the houſe all night, and they all with ſorrowfall 
and watchfylleyes,everyminute of an houre expect her, or newes of her. Eight of the 
clocke the next day ſtrikes,| butas yet ſher is not ſo much as ſeene or heard of : So they 
againe, in {rye of the hue reviſit and ſearch all places and corners both/in the 
Houſe,Gardens,Orchardsand Yards; but ſtill to no effe& or purpoſe : when behold the 
ſacred and ſecret providenceof God, inrevealing her to be drowned in the Well, not 
only beyond. the expettation, but alſo beyond the beliefe of all that were preſent-: for 
as they are inthe midſt oftheirdoubtsand feares,yea,ia the very depth of theirreſcarch 
and perquilition,lo,one of the ſervant = PEITINS: an 

and deareſt inthe affeftionof her Miſtreſle, having that 
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with many ſhowresof hypocriticall teares, prayes the Fglife that upon Heſter, dreame 
and rc : the Well may be ſearched, adding withall, K-41 was x oro degree 
impoſhiblezthat thoſe thieves who robbed his mothers houſe,might likewiſe be ſo divel- 
Hhly malicious tomurther her and throw her ititothe Well: which the Biff ſeriouſly 
conſidering. as firſt the maids dreame;then the ſonnes requeſt and teares,hee — 
preſence of all thoſe of the houſe, as alſo of many of the next neighbours, whom he had 
purpoſely aſſembled 3 cauſed the Well tobe ſearched and ſounded, whete the hooke 
taking hold of hericlothes, they inſtantly bring up the dead body of his mother and J 
their Miſtreſle Chriſtixa : the ſkull of whoſe head was lamentably broken,and her brains 3; 
pitifully daſhed out with her fall: All are amazed, her ſeryanits grieve, and her helliſli Tor 
ſorne Maxrice weepes and cries more than all the teſt at this mournfull ſpe&acle. The 
Bayliffe carefully and puntuallyagaine exatnines Heſter, if God in her dreatne revealed 
her not the manner how, and the perſons who had thus throwne her Miſtreſk into the 
Well; ſbe anſwereth negatively according to the truth, that ſhe had already delivered as 
much as ſhe knew ofth2* mournfall biifinefſe. When Mairice,toſhew his forwardneſſe 
and zeale, for the deteCtion and finding out of his mothers murtherers;he pretends chat 
he ſuſpeCts Heſter to be acceſlary,and to have a harid herein.But the Bhi and cominoti 
Councell of Morges, having neither paſſion nor partiality todazle and inveagle the eyes 
of their judgement, finding no reaſon or ground of probability to accuſe her, orwhich 
might tend or conduce that way 3 They free her without farther queſtioning her, and 
ſoas it hath beene formerly remembred)they all concurring in opinion that the thieves ' * 
who robbed her, had oubtedly.throwne her into the Well : They give leave td 
Maxrice to bury his breathleſſe mother,which hee doth with the greateſt pompe and de- 
cency,requiſite as well to her ranke and quality, as to his affeCtion and diity 3 and the 
better to fan offthe leaſt duſt or ſmoake of ſuſpition, which might any way fall iipon the 
tuſtreof his innocency; he at her Funerall (to the eye of the world) ſheds thany rivolets 
of teares: But alas, what isthis tw this his foule and execrable fin of murthering his riio= 
ther? for although it bleere the eyes, and inveagle the judgernents of the B & atid' - 
his aſſociates,the Criminell pI” Morges, yet God the Great and Foveraige fu ge of 
Heaven and Earth, will not deluded,cannort be thus deceived herein. No,no,fot 
albeit he be mercifull, yet his Divine Majeſty is too Juſt to let crimes of this helliſh na» 
ture goeeither und -or uinpuniſhed. | | | 

We have ſeene thisexecrable ſonne ſo bloody hearted ahd handed, as with a divel- 
liſh rage, and inttumane and infernall fury; to drowne his owne deare and tender mo- 
ther; and with as much cruelty as ingratitude, to throw her from the world into 4 | 
Well, who with many bitter gripes and torments (tothe hazard ahi perill of ker life) 
threw him from her wombe into the world; and the Provideiice and Juſtice of God 
will not lead the curiofity of the Reader fat,before we ſee thismiſerable miſcfeant over- 
taken with the tmpetuous ſtormes of Gods revenge, and the fiery guſts and tempeſts of 
his juſt indignation for the ſame,not withſtanding that his ſubtill malice; and malicious 
ſubtilty, have ſo cunningly contrived, and fo ſecretly ated and compacted it with the 
Divell,that no earthly perſon, or ſublunary eye, can any way accuſe; trjuch lefſe convit 
him thereof; as marke the ſequell, and it will briefly and truly informe thee how: 

As ſoone as he hath buried his mother, his blacke moutnitig appatell doth in his fieart 
and ations worke ſuch and weake effefts of repettance and ſorrow for her un- 
timely death,as where divers others lament and grieve, hee contfiriwiſe rejoyceth and - 
rriympheththereat, and by her deceaſc being now becoine Lord and Maſter of all, hee 
like a graceleſle villaine,falls again to his old caroufing companions, and veitic of drums 

ineſle, wherein he takes ſuch ſingular delight and glory, as he makes it not onely his 

paſtime and exerciſe by day,but his prattiſe and recreation by night : And as God 

infinite meanes and waies to ſcourge and revenge the enormity of our delights and 

crimes, ſo we ſhall ſhortly ſce for our inſtruftion, and obſerve for our reformation, that 
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hs out the bowells, firſt of his wealth and proſperity, and 'thenof his life 5 for itinot 
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crime). the po few Langpeiot Heayen, the Sunne, diſdaines>to! ſend-his:radiantand 
glittering beames to comfonthim s jorashe-whogvahs before atcuttomed to faredehcr 
ouſly,.and, as xt were, to {willand drowne himſelte/m the beſt and-moſteurious Wanes; 
nowhe mult nod ha hinrfglteoncly; with coprie bread and waters and.yet! his maſevy! 1 1s 
ſo EXUENGnA at extxeguity of his fo miſerable; 4s hee hatlihavdly enough to mai» 
taing and. (i Wi life : Bavt-wee {hall (ee that' thas-fivſt atifton vt DE wiltinſtantly 
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edn being arziyed, He petitzgneth HisGaokrd frat dayyac tied lh: 
be ty. of Nee by; d. and the og ofthe ayre;:! whirbiggranted birals when —_— 
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{5 regeivesa fearcfull fall, w _ the;bone of kusright two pro 
and having tio. Craalomes, looke thiit;: it putrifics and rotg forabifor thapreſervs 
hislife,he within fifteene daies;isenforcertto hayeit ciftiofibimeld belownhe ſhdul 3b 
and this was the very ſame hand and arme which; threw. brnkeeder-imo the / Welt. A; 
ſingular at of Gods FEVENBNg Jultics, and juſttevenge ſhewerrhertinOthar it maybe 
deepely PAI nous hearts, and eagraven in our ſonletthatwhe:Rieader hereot; bY 
what ſex or quality wk 7 jor were ſtand 4mazed at:the conſidermion of Maniro 
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befall him. For to theend.thatthe truth ame 
ou £HSOfRy of the Catoftrophe of this Tragedy, we mu ſbunderfland,- thue 
pleaſure, rprigene idencgigh; God; that the breaking andcutts NN 
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brain&'to be teVbtited of HiShart, forTo: inbumainty'drbbwhing his Mofftet t For 4 
thoughts di jeſty hath infinite mote taies tb path thiirther!,* ' thait man hath 
to cont itzy rh akethe ttetion « of this of wretthed Manricb As (rate 
is thertof Was cruelly thhvimatie4hd intitftfidye] ern 
6h aaa ct his inpriſotnient; Hinger Hall [0 raked 
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232; (Jods Revenge againſt Murther. Bookelll. 
cries out with a loud yoyce,7 heve drowned my mother in the Well, bave drowned my mother 
in the Well, God will have me to confeſſe it before hee ſuffers you to hang mee ; Iſpeake it onearth, 
and by my part of Heaven, what I now confeſſe is true. Which words no ſooner eſcaped his 
tongue, but he inſtantly returnes againe to his out-cries of phrenſie and madneſl-. His . 
Gaolers and the reſt arc amazed at theſe fearefull ſpeeches, and bloody confeſſion of 
hisz which notwithſtanding that they attribute tomadneſle, yer they lead him to the 
Hoſpitall,he (till raving and crying as he paſſeth the ſtreets : But oh! Let us here farther, 
a:mire with wonder , and wonder with admiration, at the providence and mercy of 
God here againe mcaouyy made apparent and manifeſtedia this execrable wretch 
Manrice,for he who outragioul!y cryed 1n his priſon, and licentiouſly raved in the ſtreet, 
is no ſoonerentred intothe Hoſpitall, but the pleaſure of God had ſo ordained it, as his 
madneſle fully falls from him, and he abſolutely recovereth againe his wits and ſenſes, 
In ſuch _ and (etled: manner,asif hee had never formerly beene touched or afflifted 
therewith. 

His Gaolers make report to the Magiſtrates, firſt of his confeſſion of drowning his 


Mother,and then of his {udden and miraculous recoreringor his perfeCt memory,judg- 
ment and ſenſes,as ſoone as he ſet foot within the Hoſpitall ; Whereupon they as much 
aſtoniſhed at the one, as wondring at the other,doe initantly repaire thither to him, and 
there arraigne and accuſe him, for that inhumane and bloody fat of his , wheteof his 
owne evidence and Confeſſion hath now made him guilty, But they take him for ano- 
ther, orat leaſt, he will not be the ſame man : He demies this horrible and bloody crime 
of his, with many oaths and aſleverations, which they maintaine and affirme he hath 
confelled, faies, that they either heard a dreame, orſaw a Viſion, whereof he neither 
dreamt nor thought of,and that he was ready to loſeall the blood and life of bis body, 
to finde out, and to be revenged of the murtherers ot his mother. 
\ But the Magiſtrates are deafe to his 4pologie,and conlidering the violence of his mad- 
nelle by its ſudden abandoning him,as alſo bis free and iv rat] confeſlion of drow- 
ning his Mother;they conceive that Gods providence and Juſtice doth ſtrongly operate 
in the deteCtion of this foule and inhumane murther z and therefore contemning his re- 
ueſts-and oaths, (in the. vindication of his innocency) they caule himto be refetched 
| c_ the Hoſpitall tothe Priſon,and there adjudge him totheRack,when although his 
 heartand ſoule be terrified & affrighted with his apprehenſion and accuſation: Yet the 
© devillis ſo ſtrong with him, as he cannot yet findein his heartto relent, much leſſe to 
repent this foule and inhumane crime of hiszbut contrary at he afted it ſo ſecretly, 
asall the world could not producea witneſle againſt himſelte,except himſclfe;he vowes 
hee will be ſo impious and prophane in his fortitude and courage , as todiſdaine theſe 
his torments,and tolooke onthemand his Tormentor, with an cye rather of contempt 
than feare:. But God will be as pon itious and indulgent to him, as he js rebellious and 
refraftory to God) for here we ſhall ſee both his Conſcience and reſolutions taught ano- 
ther rule,and preſcribed a contrary Law 3 yea, here we ſhall behold and obſerveinhim, 
that now Righteouſneſſe ſhall triumph over Sinze, Grace over Nature , his Soule over his 
his int Heaven over Hell, aml GO D over Satan; for at the very firſt light of the Rack, 


the ſight andremembrance of his bloody crime makes him ſhake and tremble extream- 
ly, whenhis ſoule Reine ninene by the reſplendent Sun-beames of Gops mercy, 
and the miſts of Hell & Satan ex and baniſhed thenceyhe fals tothe ground 
on his knees, firſt beats his breaſt, and then erefting his cyes and hands towards Hea- 
ven, he (with a whole deluge of teares) agai fe that hee had drowned his 
 arpduy Well, from and forthe which he humbly craveth remiſlion, from 

Ven. 


| I Shhough there be no doubt but God will forgive his Soule for this his foule 
murther, oo pros ages Who hare gary in their lookes, Religion in 
their heartsand ſpeeches, and Juſtice in their ations, will not pardon his bodyz ſoin 
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Hiſt XV. Chriſtina,and ber inbumame ſonne Maurice. 284 
demne him, that very afternoone to be hanged. At the pronouncing of which ſentence; 

as he hath reaſon to approve the equity of Peir Juſtice in condemning him to die, ſo he 
cannot refraine from grieving at the ſtrictneſſe of the time, which they allot him for his 
preparation to death. But as ſoone as we forſake the devill, we make our peace with God. 

All Morger and Loſarna rings of this mournefull and Tragicall newes, and in deteſta- 
tion of this mournfull,inhumane and bloody crime of our execrable Maxrice, they flock 
from all parts and ſtreets to the place of execution, to ſee him expiate it by his death, 
and ſo to take his laſt farewell of his life. | | 

The Divines,who are given him for fortifying and afliſting his ſoule,in this her flight 
and tranſmigration from Earth to Heaven, have rcligiouſ]y prevailed with him , ſo as 
they make him ſee the fouleneſle of his crime, in the Corprctle of his contrition and re- 
FS for the ſame; yea, heis become ſo humble and withall ſo ſorrowfull,for this 

is bloody and degenerate offence, asI know not whether he thinke thereof with more 
griefe, or remember it with deteſtation and repentance. At his aſcending the Ladder, 
molt of his SpeCtators cannot refraine from weeping, and the very ſight of their teares 
= \j the Argument of hisz as his remembrance of murthering his Mother, was the 
cauſe. 

Heetels them he grieves at his very ſoule, forthe fouleneſl= of his fat in giving his 
Mother her death, of whom he had received his life. He aftirmes that drunkennefle was 
not onely the root,but the cauſe of this his beggery and miſery,of his crime and puniſh- 
ment, and of hisdeboſhed life, and deſerved death, from which with a world of fighes 
and teares he ſeeks and endevours to divert all thoſe whoatfect and prattiſe that beaſtly 
Vice.He declares,that his Mother was too vertuous ſo ſoone to go out of the world, and 
himſelfe too vitious(and withall too crueli)any longer to live in it ; that the linnes of his 
life had deſerved this his ſhamefull death z and although he could not prevent the laſt, 
et that he heartily and forrowfully repented the firſt. He prayed God to be mercifull to 
is ſoule,and then beſought the world to pray unto God for that mercy;when ſpeaking 
a few words to himſclfe,and ſealing them with many teares,and farre Etched ſighes,he 
laſtly bids the world farewell , when enviting the Executioner to doe his Office hee is 
turned over. 

| And ſuch yas the vitious life, and deſerved death of this Execrable Son and bloody 
villaine Mawrice : whereinT muſt confeſſe, that although his end were ſhamefull and 
ſharpe 3 yet,it was by far too too milde for the fouleneſle of his crime, in ſo cruelly mur- 
thering his deare mother Chriſtina,whom the Lawes both of Nature and Grace comman= 
ded him to preſerve and cheriſh : Yea,let all Sons and Daughters of all ages and rankes 
whatſoever looke on this bloody and diſaſterous example of his, with feare; and feare 
to commit the Jike by the ſight of his puniſhment It is a Hiſtory worthy, both of our me- 
ditation &deteſtation,whether we caſt our eyes on his drunkenneflec,or fix our thoughts 
and hearts,on his murther : Thoſe who love and feare God,are happy in their lives,and 
fortunate in their deaths 3 but thoſe who will neither feare nor love him, very ſeldome 
prove fortunate inthe one, never happy in the otherz and to the reſt of our lins,if we 
once conſent and give way to adde that ſcarlet,and crying one of murther ; that blood 
which we untimely ſend to Earth, will in Gods due time draw downe vengeance on our 
Heads from Heaven; Charity is the marke ofa Chriſtian, and the ſhedding of innocent 
blood,either that of an 1zfide/,an Atheiſt. or a Devill O therefore let us aff and ſtrive 
to hate it in others, arid ſo we ſhall the better know how to deteſt and abhorre it in our 
ſelves, which that we may all know to our comforts,and remember to our confolations, 
dire usO Lordour God,and ſowe ſhall be direCted. 
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O I HE 


RIGHT HONOVRABLE 
PHILIP EARLE OF PEMBROKE AND 
Montgomery , Lord Chamberlaine to the King, 


one of his Maicſtics moſt Honoutable Privie Counſcl, and 
Knight of the moſt noble Order of the Garter. 


RIGHT HONOURABLE, 


jo = Aving formerly dedicated thetbira Booke of theſe 
| 8 $6 Ml my Tragicall Hiſtories ( of xods Revenge 
118 againſt Murther ) # your Fucomparable 
Mr... Lord and Brother, William Earleof Pem- 
brooke(wbo now lrves with God)lI therefore 
beld my ſelfe bound ( by the double obligation 
| of my duty &your owne generons merits likewiſe 
20 preſent this Fourth Bookto your Proteftion & Patronage becauſe 
as England, ſo Europeperfetly knowes that you are as true an 
beire to bis Vertues, as tabis Fortunes, and tohis G ooaneſſe, as to 
bis greatneſſe,and that ther fore it may properly be ſaid be is not dead, 
becauſe they ( as well as bimſelfe) doe fhill ſurvive and live in you, 
with equall luſtre and glory, as having made either a boppy Meta- 
morpboſis, or a bleſſed Tranſmigration into your Noble breaſt and 
reſolutions,and therefore as it was my ſmcere reſpets andFeale to his 
Honour that then drew me to that ambition ; ſo it is entirely the ſame 
phic b hatb now both invited and induced mee to this preſmmption co 
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your Lordſhip,having no other ends or obieft in this my Dedication, 
but that this bocke of mine having the honour to be countenanced by 
ſo great a perſonage, and the felicity to be protefled by ſo bonoura- 
ble aMecenas,may therefore encounter the more [afely with the va- 
rious bumours it ſball meet with,and abide more ſecurely the different 
cenſures of this our zoo faſtidious age, | 
How theſe Hiſtories(or the memorable accidents which they ccn- 
taine andrelateYwill reliſh with your Lordſhips pal:te or indgement, 
F know not ; Onely becauſe you are a N{ oble Sonne of Gods { burch, 
and an Excellent Servant to your Prince and { ounrey, F tharefore 
- rath-r hoſe then preſume,that your Honour will at lea(t-bee pleaſed to 
{ce,if not delight to know and cor/ider, bow the T riumphs of Gods 
Revenge and puniſhments doth herein ſecretly and previdently meet 
with this cr1ing and ſcarlet fine of premedited'\further, and with 
the bloudy and inhuman? Perpetrators thereof ,wbo hereb3(as ſo ma- 
a3 mercileſſe Burchers, and prodigious. Monſters of mankind ) doe 
Juſily make themſelves odious ro Men, and execrable to God and bu 
e7ngels. DE ad x x Ree | 2 
God hath{deſervedly) bonqured your Lordſhip wich the favour of 
230 great Eartblie Kings your Soveraignes,as firft of our royall Kiug 
lames, the father, and now of our preſent moſt Renowned King 
Charles his Sonne, and et this externall Honour and favour of 
theirs 1s no way ſoglorious to.Jou, as that (maugrethe reigning vices 
of the world )you ſerve the true God of beaven, in the puritie of yaur 
and ſeare and adore bim in the integritte of your Soute. And to repre 
ſent Jou with naked Truth,andnot with Eloquence or Atuation,T bis 
Heavenly Putie of yours 7 beleeve 15 the prime reaſon, and true Eſ- 
ſentiall cauſe of all this your earthlie Honour, and ſublanarie Great 
tejſe,and thatthis is it hkewiſe which doth ſa reiojce your heart, and 
inrich ani! 'repleniſb your Houſe with 2. numerous and Noble an If 
ſue,of kopefull and Fourtbingzt hildren.» hor 4 many Olive bran- 
(be: of OcHte-and Sen) RA Plane of Pons) dtbbnb/t 
ron your Bed, and ſurronnd your Table and bo jromiſe no Ke Bp 
/Mirelie1o magnifie the bloud, and ferpetuateand immortallige the 
: | i Flluflrious 
| _ - 
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Flitrious Name and Family of the Herberts,to all «fi ſlerity. 
os on reſolutely and conftanitlie(N; Noble Lo iy Jour religi- | 
ous Pietieto God,andin your Candide and unfained 41deluie to 30ur 
Prince and 4 ountry, that your life may trig mphore Wurdeath, and 
ye Uertues contend to out-ſhine your Fortunes, and that bereafier 
god(ofi bis beſt favor ang mercy) may make you-ac bleſſed and as 
glort Sant in Hedven, 41 now Wouare uigreat Petre and Noble 
Pall bere on Earth, which none ſhall pray, for with more true peale, 
or defire or wiſh vith more reall and axfacned offefion,than 


— m_ 


wt 


T3s {21. \ , .» 


| Your Honours devoted. 
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Hiſtory X VI. : : 


Idiaques cexſeth __ Don Tuan to werrie Marſillia,eud then commits Adultery and In- 
ceft with ber 5 She makes her Father in I ew Idiaques to poyſon his old wife Honoria, and 
likewiſe makes her owne brother De Perez to kill her Chamber-maid Mathurina 3 DonIn- 
an afterwards kils De Perezin a Dwell; Marſillia hath ber braines daſht ont by a borſe.and 
ber bpay it aftergards condemned to be burnt 5 Idiaques i beheaded, his body com/iutwed to 

| Hiftory X VII. 
| dec emaybii bather.Y imoryes wife Maſſerina, awd keepes her in Acntterie; She 
ireth Tivol (on alien Mowntebank opouſen La Precoverte,» wes Harcourts wife 3 


Harcourt kils his brother Vimory, axd then marries bis widdew Maſſerina 3 Tivoly is 
hanged for a robbery, and at his execution accuſeth Maſſerina for hiring him to poſes La 


H 


Prat which ſhee is —_ ed; we age + gy on his 
at is fi er for killing of bis brot umory, where- 
prev uadh ; 950 arora core alive petpuce >? % the ſame. . 


Hiſtory X VIII 


Romeo (the Laguay of Borlary ) kils Rotegncs , the Chamter- maid of the LadyFelifargia 
in the ſircet , andis hanged for the ſame; Borlary afterwards bireth Caſtruchio (ax Apo- 
thecery) to poy/on her huchand Seignior Planeze, at which Caſtruchio 7; hanged, and 
bit body throwne into the River, and Forlary is beheaded, and then burnt. 


Hiſtory XIX. 


< b 

Beauwarays, and his brother Monnaigre Lil Cam pigny,ond Marin (his ſecond) in a Du- 
el/;Blancheville ( the widdew oj Champigpi) in revenge thereof bireth Le Valley (who 
was ervant to uarene) to aurther bis aid Mefter with apiftoll, the which hee doth, 
for the whichLe Valley is broken on a wheele, and Blancheville hanged for the ſame. 


| Hiſtory X X. 
Lorenzo emrthereth his wife Fexrpia 3 He ſome #2 | yeares after(as aogti8 wnlnowne) 


robbeth bis(ond ber (not knowing Lorenzo to be his father) 
doth accuſe himfor pmbich he i; banged, | ha 
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{diaquescexſth bis ſon Qon Iyan to 7 Maria ,aud ther commits Adultery and inceſt 
withbtr ; She makes her F at her in [ aw dia on his owne old wife Honoria 3 and 
kkewije makes ber own brother De Perez D 7/4 ber C maid MI _ 5 on yay 

. | afterwards kjlt De Perer, in a DueZ, 3, Marfillio hath her braines daſht ont by « horſe 
' ber body is afterwards condemned to by burnt ; Idiaques is breaded his body Hay 

conſumed te aſhes, end throwne into the agre. 


Fj Et Malice be never ſo ſecretly contrived, and the ſhedding of 
Fj. : Tanocent bloud never ſo wretchedly perpetrated,yet as out 
Conſcience 1s to us a thouſand witneſſes, ſo God istous 4 
Als! thouſand Copſciences,firſtto bei it tolight,and then theit 
Sy! Authors todeſerved puni 5 for the ſame, when they 
[| ' leaſtdreame or.think thereo "For. as there is no-peace ta the 
wicked, ſothey ſhall finde no peace or tranquility here on 
| Earth, either with Gad, or his. SA N * j frhey 
' would conceale it, yetthe yery Fowles of the 3 kun the 
| ſtones and timbers of their chambers will deteftie or the 
Earth I willy give them no breath nor being, but they hall hang mob kts 
becauſe by theſe their foule and deplorable fats, 'they havemade themſelves unwo 
thy of either. A powerfull example, anda pittifull precedent whereof wee ſhall be= 
hold in this enſuing Hiſtory,where ſome wretched muſcreants,and graceleſſe creatures, 
a themſelves guilty of thoſe bloudy crimes (by the Be Revenge and Ju- 


) received exemplary and condigne protilmentaicucs ce fame ; wee 
Der gory,t0the comfan of our hearts, and the inſtruſtionofour es 
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742 Godsrevenpe againſl Ml uriber. Booke IV. 
| Portugall;there dwelt a Gentleman ot ſome fifty five yearesold, nobly deſcended, and 
of a great eſiate.and meanes, named Don Sebaſtian Id:aquer, whoſe wite and Lady being 
aged, of well neere fifty'yeares, was terined Dona Honoria, and well ſhee deſerved that 
honourable name, for £y ſorts of Vertues and honours made her youth famous, and 
her age gloricus to all Portugal and Spaine. They bad lived together in the bonds of 
Matrimony almoſt thirty ygcares, with much Honour, content, and felicity; and for the 
fruits of their affetion and marriage, they had two ſonnes and foure daughters 4 but 
God in his pleaſure'and Providence ( for ſome reſerved reaſons beſt knowne to his All 
Divine Majeſty) tooke from Earth to Heaven all their daughters, and She of their 
ſonnes, ſo as now they have left them but one ſonne, named Dox Inan, a gallant youn 
Gentleman, of ſome twenty five yeares old, of diſpoſition brave and generous, who a 
ter his firſt youthtull education under his father, had his chiefe breeding under the 
Duke of az, to whom he was firſt a Page,and then a chiefe Gentleman retaining 
to hith, Whom ( in regard ofthedeath of his brother and ſiſters) his father called home 
unto wack, to be his comfortand conſolation, and the propand ſtay of his age, as alſo 
ofthe Lady his mother, Who had formerly acted a great partin griefe, anda mournfull 
one in ſorrow forthe death of her children 3 and indeed Dow Tuarr, this ſon of theirs, 
for allregards of Courtſhip,: was held tobe a compleat Gallant, and one of the prime 
Cavalliers of Potegh, | | | 
Asfor Idiaques the father, though in all the courſe and progreſle of hislife, and in 
all the life and conduQtion of his actions, he bewrayed many morall and generous ver- 
tues, yet as one diſcordant ſtring marres the harmony of the beſt tuned mg cod 
the concent of the iweeteR melody and mufick 3 and as one foule Vice is naturally 
ſubjeR, and tatally incident to ecclipſe and drowne many rich and faire vertues, fo (in 
this his old age, whcnt'me had horicured him with white haires)he deboſhed himſelfe 
fomuch, and ſo ſottiſhly ſacrificed bis irregular affeCtions to heart-killing concupi- 
ſence, and his exorbitantdefires to ſoule-deſtroying adultery, that he very often made 
himſelfe'a falſe and inconſtant husband to his wife, and a true, 'yea, too true a friend to 
Curtiſans and Strumpers. His vertuous Lady Homeria —_— grieves hereat; that 
now in his later yeares bee ſhould thus laſciviouſly forget himſelfe, both towards her, 
and towards God. ' She uſeth all ſweet perſwaſions; prayersand teares; to diſwade and 
divert him from it, but ſeeing that all proves vaine, and thathee rather proves worſe 
better thereat, her diſcretion makes her brooke it with as much patience as ſhee 
can, and therefore fhee {ceemesnot to ſee, or kngw that whereof (toher griefe and dif 
content) ſhe cannot be ignorant; But here comes an accident which will breed both of 
them, and their Sonne Don Inan miſery of all ſides, - 
-.  Somes ix ledges from Savtarene was a wonderfull faireyoung Gentlewoman being 
a widdow, aged but of Twenty twoyeares, named Done Marfiliawell delended, but 
her late deceaſed Husband left but ſmall meanes, yet ſhe beares outher port brave- 
. Jy, and maintaines her ſelfe highly ind gallantly ; andindeed ſheeis the pre young 
dy for beauty'o all thoſe parts; Now the baſe Ambaſladors, and Emyſaries of Jar- 
&e his beaſtly and obſczne Juſt (the true Vipers and Cankers of Common weales) 
ye-him netice of ex,, and of her fivgular beauty, as well foreſecing and knowing 
that it would be ſweet and pleaſing newes unto him. He viſits and courts tier, but as 
young asſhe-js ſhe puts him off with peremptory refufals, and in vertuousand modeſt 
tearmes checks his age for this bis laſcivious fuit and motion to her : Butheis as coo- 
fantin his affe Gon to her, as ſhe is diſdainfullto him 3 for his heart isſo inſnaredand 
intangled in the ferrers of her freſh and delicate beaurie, that although ſhereſuſe him, 
yet he wil! not forfake her; butafter many pyrſuits and viſits, ſhe atlaſt wg]l percei- 
ving that he loved her tenderly and Hae f, and that he ſtil] moſt importuMrely fre- 
quented her houſe and com 
els 
are 
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panys ſhee as a ſubtill and cunning yourg Gentlewoman, 
, that ſhe will acquaint him with a ſecret of her hearr;and 
eftion, which tf hee will cauſe to be-performed,ſhee then 
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' yowesſhee will for ever beat his diſpoſing and command 3'7djiaques thinking that ſhee 
will crave ſome money of him, or ſome yearely;penſion or anguity 3 he,conſtantly pro- 
mileth to laps and performe her requeſt 3 ſoſhe (taking time at advantage) and firſt 
{wearing him to lecrecie, than (with many ſwiles.and bluſbes) ſhee' tels him, that ife- 
ver he thinketo enjoy herlove and her ſelte, hee mu} uſe the, meanes to marry hisſon 
Don Inan to her, which being effeGed, ſhee with mach pretended ſhew of piety.and 
affection, religiouſly ſweares to him, that ſhee will never have the power or will tode- 
ny him any thing, but that his requeſts ſhall be to heras ſo many commangs, and(but 
onely for himſelte) if his ſonne Dor Tuan be her Husband,ſhee with many imprecations 
and-aſlevrations {weares, that ſhee will ſacrifice her beſtbloud and life,xather than diſ- 
ſtaine his bed, orofferhim the leaſt ſhadow of any ſcandall or diſhonour whatſoever. 
idiagues wondreth with admiration, and admires with wonder at this her ſtrange pro- 
pokitipn, the which hee findes ſoknotty andintricate, as meaſuring Grace by Nature, 
his judgement by his Luſt and Concupilence, and his Soule by his AfﬀeCtions, he knows 
not what to ſay or doe herein'; ſo he anſ{wereth her with more love than wiſdome, and 
for that times leaves her in generall tearmes. Hee goes home, walkes penſively in his 
Garden, an1there conſults Pro and Cox on this bubineſle 3 faine he would preſerve his 
ſonnes honour, and keepe the honour of his bed immaculate, but then the ſweet Ro- 
ſes and Lillies of Marſ//azs youth and beauty at wonders in his heart,and beares downe 
all other reaſons and conſiderations before it : Hee viſits her againe and againe, but he 
findes her inviolable conſtant in her former reſolution. Allthe favour and courteſie 
which he can gaine from her, are a few extorted kiffes,which ſo inflame and ſet on fire 
his aged heartand affections, as at laſt like a gracelcſle father, he faithfully promiſeth 
her to uſe his beſt art and power to procure his ſonne to marry her. To which end hee 
takes him aſide, and in the ſofteſt and ſweeteſt tearmes hee can deviſe, paints out Mar- 
fillia's prayſesand Vertues to him in the pureſt and rareſt colours, adding withall,. that 
although ſhee bee not exceeding rich, yet that her perſonage isſo exquiſite, and her 

rfe&ions ſo excellent, as that ſheeevery way meriteth tobe wife to a Prince. ' Dor 1- 
wan (by what fatal] fortune I know not) reliſheth-this motion of his father, to ſeeke the 
Lady Marſi/ia for his wife, with much delight andjoy, and farreithe moreand the ſoo- 
ner, \nregard hee ( indiverscompanies,). hath formerly heard the fame of her beauty 
extolled, and the glories of her Vertuesagdvanced to the Skae, ſo hee takes time of his 
father to conſider hereof, and rides over ſotnetimes-with-him-to Saint Eſftere tovilit 
her; Heeifindes her wonderfull faire and beautifull, and wonderfull coy: 3'-of a very 
{weet-and Majeſticall.carriage, and-of a delicate and curious. ſpeech , fit baixs toen= 
ſnare the heart, and to betray the judgement of a more (olide underſtanding:than that 
of Doy-Inan. Sheeatts her. part as wiſely as hee doth-amorouſly.and paflionately ; For 
the.more ſhee makes ſhew tojretire andiganceale her affection from him, the more heis 

rovoked toadvance and diſcover histo her 5 but he'cannat be ſomuch enamoured of 

hanheavey, as ſhe-is with the great Eſtateof Lands and -Demaines whereumo God and 
his father have-made him;heite. b£ 15% 2x9 + 
Whiles thus the father prizately, and the :ſoo-publikelyare ſeeking tomake Marſit- 
lichis wife, ' the old Lady.Hongria the.mwpther, by many ſtrong reaſons ſeekesto'divert 
him from her-; Shee hath pexfe;hange of hex husbands long and often frequenting of 
Marſilia's houſe and company's; andehereforefeatingthe vanity/ob his age ,,and doub- 
e frailty-ok her-youtb and chafing, ber j6 aud judgement atlaft findes out 
ndiconcludes, that his familiarity, with ber, is farregreater than honour can warrant, 
or: bopr-{ty-allow of pon which: foundation-fhe inrher dricontented:looksand filence, 
| her. ſonne|Dow duba;..benconſtant abd reſolute averſnefle-from himeo 
hich ſhee-patemprorily and xeligiouſly forbids bim upon her bleſſing, 
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adtingaeithall, thatif hemarry her,there will igfallibly more miſeries and calamnies 
antadheirauptials; thanasye itils paſſible for bim either to!lknow or conceive 3 the 
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-although his mothers adviſeto hi rdet, do ſtillrunin his mind and t ts, 


her not, and to take it as the trueſt adviſe, and ſecureſt Counſell of a deere Mother to 
'heronely Sonne. Dor nan ruminates on theſe ſpeeches and adviſe ofhis Mother, asif 
there were ſome deepe abſtruſe myſterie or ambiguous Oracle contained and hidden 
therein, the which becauſe he hath equall reaſon as well to feare that this match of his 
with Marfilia may prove fatall, as to hopeand beleeve that it may prove fortunate, hee 
makes a ſtand thereat, as vowing to proceed therein with adviſement, and not with te- 
meritic and precipitation 3 and ſoforbearcs for a month or two to viſit her : ButtHe 
more the Sonre flyes off in his afteCtion from Marſil/za, the more doth ſhee doe the hke 
from his father in requitall, whereat he grieves with diſcontent, and ſhe ſeemes to bite 
her lip with ſorrow. 7diaques chargeth his ſon to tell him from whence this his ſudden 
ſtrangeneſle and unkindnetle towards Marf/ia proceedeth:the which he anſweres with 
a modeſt excuſe, as ſavouring more of diicretion than diſobedience, but yet wholly 
concealeth his Mothers counſcll and adviſe to him from his Father, the which not- 
withſtanding he vehemently ſuſpeCteth it proceeds from her and her Jealouſie. Marſl- 
lie isenraged to (ee her ſelfe deprived of Don Iuar, whom in her ambitious thoughts, 
hopes,and wiſhes ſhee had already made her Husband; and howſoever Idragques his Fa- 
ther ſeckes toconceale and palliate this buſinefle towards her, yet ſhee beleeves it is 
his fault, and not his Sonnes. She layesit to his charge, and knitting her browes, ſhee 
conjureth him to tell her from whence his Sonnes unkindneſle to her proceeds : He 
tels her, he is confident. that it is his old Mother who hath diverted him from her, 
whereat ſhe is exceedingly enraged 3 When ſceing this old Letcher ſoopen ard plaine 
with her, ſhee ſoothing Fim up with many killes, tels him that this old Beldam his wife 
muſt firſt be in heaven, be'ore he.can hope to enjoy her, or ſhee his Son here on Earth 
when ( being allured and provoked by the treacherous ſuggeſtions and bloody temp- 
tations of the Devill) ſhee proffers him to viſit her, and ſoto poyſon her, which he op- 
poſeth and contradideth 5 and contrary toall reaſon and ſenſe, and repugnant toall 
Humanity and Chriſtianity, yea, to Nature and Grace, (as a Husbind fitter for the 
Devill, than for this good old Lady his Wife) hee undertakes and promiſerh her ſpee- 
dily to performe it himſelfe 3 yea, the Devill is now ſo ſtrong with him,and he with the 
Devill, that becauſe hee loves Marſiia, therefore hee mult hate his owne deare wife, 
and vertuous Lady Homoria,and becauſe hee hates her, therefore hee muſt poyſon her 3 
A lewd part ofa man, a foulerone of a Chriſtian, but a moſt helliſh and bloody one 
of a Husband to his owne wife, who ought to be neere and deere unto him, as being his 
owne fleſh and blood, Yea the other halfe of himſelfe. He cannot content himſelfe to 
ſeeketoabuſe and betray his Sonne, but hee muſt alſo murther the mother. So wanting 
the feare of God before his eyes, and repleat with as much impicty and Cruelty, ashe 
was devoyd of all Grace, he isreſolute inthis his helliſh rage and malice again't her,and 
ſo to pleale his young Strumpet, he will ſend this good old Lady his wife to Heaven in 
a bloody Coftin, ſo withoutthinking of Heaven or He, or of God, or his ſoule, he pro- 
cures ſtrong poyſon, and ating the part of afury of Hell; and a member of the Devill, 
hee asa wretched and execrable Husband, adminiſtrethit to her in preſerved Barba- 
ries, . which: he ſaw her uſually to love and eat, whereof within three dayes after ſhe 
dies, totheextreamegriefe and ſorrow of her Sonne Dow Tuan, who bitterly wept, for 
this his mothers haſty: and unexpeCted death, but the manner thereof he knowes not, 
and indeed doth no way in the world either doubt or ſuſpe& thereof. WL 
His Father diaques makes a counterfeit ſhew of ſorrow atid mourning to the world, 
forthe death of his wife, but. Godin his due time will unmaske this his wretched hy- 
pocrifie, and deteQt and revenge this his exectable and deplorable murther. Now as 
foone as Marſ/lia is advertiſed of the Lady Honeris's death, ſbe not able to gontainte her 
Joes doth1nfinitely triumph rhereat;and within lefſe than two moneths Mer her bu- 
Tlall; '1diaques and Marſillia worke' ſoipolitiquely with Dow Inan, as he marries Marſllis, 
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thers houſe at Sextarexs, where ([ write with horrour and ſhame) hee moſt beaſtly and 
mhumanly very often commits Adultery and Inceſt with her, and theyat it ſo cloſe 
that for the firſt yeare ortwo,his Sonne Don Inen, hath no newes or inkling thereof,and 
now Merſi/is governeth and rules all, yea her incontinency with her Father 7 
makes her ſo audacious and impudent, as ſhe commands not onely his houſe, but him- 
ſelfe, and domineeres moſt proudly and imperiouſly over all his Servants. Her waiting 
maid Mathurina obſerves and takes exa@t and curious notice, of her young Ladies 
laſtfull, and unlawfull familiarity, with her Father in Law 71diaques, the which her mi- 
ſtris underſtanding, ſhe extreamely beats her for the ſame ; and twice whips her ſtarke 
nakedin her Chamber, and dragges her abuut by her haire, although this poore young 
Gentlewoman, with a world of teares and prayers, beggs her to deft » and give 
OVer. 

God hath many wayes and meanes to ſet forth his glory, in detefting of Crimes,and 
puniſhing of offenders, yea he is now pleaſed tomake uſe of this young maidens dif- 
content and choller againſt her inſenſed Lady and Miſtris, for wee fhall ſee her pay 
deare for this cruelty and tyranny ofhers towards her, for Mathurina, being a Gentle= 
woman by birth, ſhe takes thoſe blowes and ſevere uſage of her Lady in ſo ill part,and 
lodgeth it ſo deepely in her heart and memory, as ſhee vowes her revenge ſhall requite 
part of that her eruelty and tyranny towards her 3 Whereupon(with more haſte then 
diſcretion, and with more malice than fidelity ) ſhe in herhot blood, goes to Don Inan 
her young maſter, tels him of this foule buſinetle betwixt his young wife and old Fa- 
ther, tothediſgrace and ſhame of nature ; and makes him ſee and know his owne dif- 
honour, in their brutiſh and beaſtly adultery and inceſt. Dos Tnan extreamely grieves 
hereat, yea he is both amazed and aſtoniſhed atthe report of this unnaturall crime as 
well of his young wife as aged' Father. Hee cannot refraine from choller and teares 
hereat,. to ſee himſelfe thus infinitely abuſed by her beauty, and betrayed by hisluſts 
and if ut be a beaftly, yea prophane part, for one man, and friend to offer it to another, 
how much more for a Father to offer it to his owne, yea to his onely Sonne. He ex- 

Qed more goodneſle from her youth and grace from age, but as his wife hath here- 

y infringed her vow, and oath of wedlock, ſo hath his wretched father exceeded and 
brokinthos rules and precepts of Nature yea,he is ſonetled with the report, and in- 
flamed with the confideration and memorie hereof,that he obhorres her infidelity,and 
in his heart and ſoule deteſteth his inhumanitie ; ſo as the knowledge hereof doth ſo 
juſthyincenſc him againſt her, and exaſperate himſelfe againſt him ; that reſolving to 
right his owne honour, as goans, = they have blemiſhed and ruined it, and therein their 
owne, he ſcornes to be an eye-Witneile , wuch lefle an acceſſary of this his ſhame and 
theirinfamy - Sohee here enters intoa diſcreet and generous conſultation with him- 
{clfe, how to beare himſelfe in this ſtrange and diſhonourable accident 3 when percei- 
ving and finding that both his wife and father, had by this their beaſtly Adultery and 
Inceſt, made themſelves forever unworthy of his fight and company 3 he here forever 
diſdamiog henceforth to ſee her, or ſpeake with him, very ſuddenly (upon a ſecond 
conference, and examination of Mathurins, who ſtood firmely and vertuouſly to het 
former depoſition and acculation againſt them) takes horſe and rides away from 8x» 
taremto Lichone, where providing humſclfe of monies and other neceſlaries, hee takes 
poaſt for Spaine,and there builds up his relidence and ſtay at the Court at Madrid, where 
wee will for a while leave hinyto ſpeake of other accidents which fall out inthe courſe 
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4 hathneith*r ligmticd him where he isgone,nor when he will returne --3- the which the 
more bewraveth his {mall reſpeCt, and diſcovereth: his im difpleafure towards 
them. ' But as there is no maliceand revenge to that ofa Woman, ſo Merſiaafturing 
her ſelfe that it was her Maid Mathwrinawho (to the prejudice and ſcandall ofher Ho- 
trour) had unlocked this gy to her Husband Dow Twaz, ſhee enters into ſo furious 
a rage; and ſo outragioas a fury againſt hex,as ſhe provides her ſelfe of rods,and intends 
the next morne e'reſhee be ſtirring out of her bed, to wreake her fierce anger and in- 
dignation upon hicr';'But this ſharp and ſevere re{olution of hers, is not doſe! car- 
ried by herjbut Matherina hath perfeQ notice thereof,and to prevent this intended cor- 
recon and cruelty of herincenſed Lady and Miſtris, ſhee the night before takes horſe, 
and ſo rides hometo the Towne of St. Saviowys to her father; and there, from point to 
point relateth him all which had paſt betwixt her Lady and her ſelfe, and betwixt her 
Husband, her ſelfe, arid her father in Law 3 andthat now diſdaining any' more to ſerve 
her, asher body, ſo her tongue isathiberty 5 for ſhe is not, and ſhe will not be ſparing 
to publiſh her Miſtris, and her fatherin law's ſhamefull familiarity and adultery toge- 
ther. But this indifcretion, and licentious follyof her tongue will coſt her farre dearer 
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For the Reader muſt underſtandthatto this brother of hers, Dox Peres, Marſillia ſpee- 
dily acquaints the infidelity and'trreachery of her Maid Mathwrina's t ninſt ber 
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all her life ; an41 albeit that her father $igneor Pedro de Caſtel/o makes curious enquit 
and reſearch for the Murtherer of his Daughtet; yet De Perez (mounted at advantage) 
hath recovered Saxtarenz in ſafety. But God will in duetime finde him outto his ſhame 
— 1 confulion 5 yea, and then when. his ſecurity and courlge little dreames there- 
of, 


though the perfidiouſneſle and hypocriſie of her falſe tongue or publikely deny 365 
kifles, ſbee hathby 


on to his fiſter, hee is ready to fight with her Husband Dor Inar, if he knew where he 
was 3 loe thenewes of his reſidence in Madrid, when he leaſt thinkes thereof, is acci- 
. dentally brought him by a Servant of his owne whom he purpoſely ſends to 8artarem 

with theſe two enſuing letters, The one ſent and direfted from him to his Father, the 
other to his wife MarGbia That to his Father ſpake thus. S 4 


DoxIvaNnto IDtagQves 


f 


my Wife, you will then hold 
as this your crime to mee is 
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His Letterto his Wife ſpake this language. | 


FELT © 


| »1Don IVAN to MARSILLIA. 


WW Hat Devil! poſſeſſed thy beart with luſt, and thy ſoule with impiety, to make thee vio» 
VV ate thy vow which thou gaveſt me in marriage, by committing thoſe dammable ſinnes 
of Adultery 4d Fnceſt with ay natural Father + And if the conſideration that I was thy Hus- 
bandeowld not in Gracedeterre thee frond it, yet (me thinker) the remembrance that hee was 
axyfather ſboul# in N ature have made thee both to abhorre and deteſt it. And although my ten- 
det affeftianito thee, and filiall obedientets him,made me expe more goodneſſe from thy youth, 
-a48d Grace fromi his age, yet God js a juſt Iudge , and your hearts are true witneſſes of theſe your 
abnaturall trimes and foule ingratitude towards mee, which hath caſt ſo great a blemifh and 
ſrandal} on ar1ne honowr, and daſhed my joyes with ſo many untimely affliions, and immerited 
farrowes, that I have abandomed Portugall aud Santarem for thy ſake, and betaken my ſelſe to 
live end die in Madril iz Spaine for mine 5 where I will ſtrive to make my ſelfe as contented 
as diſcontent can make wee, and ſober this thy enormons crime, and ar 1rc,ormar thereof 
toGed, in whom thon mayeſt bee happy, but without whom thou wilt aſſuredly be miſerable, 4nd 
thinke to mbat juſt calamniities and miſeries thine inordinate Infts, and laſciviows deſires and 
delights have already deſervedly reduced and expoſed thee. Sith henceforth Iwillno more efteeme 
thee my Wife, or my ſelfethy Hueband, and that God will «ſſuredly looke on thee with an eye of 
indignation, end the world, of contempt. 


Don IVAN. 


Idiaques having read and peruſed that Letter of his ſonne,, and Marſcll;a this of her 
Husband Doz Tarr, they are therewith ſo touched in. heart with ſhame, and ſtung in 
conſcience with ſorrow tor their foule crimes of Adultery and Inceſt, that they bluſh 
each at other, and both of them moſt bitterly curſe the name and memory of Mathuri- 
a, who was the firſt authour of thisreport to him,and which ſo ſuddenly incenſed him, 
and occaſioned his departure, So to beare up their reputations to the world, and their 
fames to him, 'they reſolve (without either asking leaue or pardon of God) to juſtifie 
their innocency hereof tohim, and ſo to purſue and ſolicite his returne, To which ef- 
fect vey write and returne him (by his owne ſervant) their two feverall Lettersin an« 
{ſwerof his, - whereof that of 7diaques his father carried this meſlage. 


IDIAQVES to DownIVaAN. 


fee fenk finnes of Tnceft and Adultery, whereof wee are @ truly 
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offended God, and, if therefore with teares and Prayers thou wilt reſolve to acke God, thy 
Wife, and mee forgiveneſſe for this thy foule crime, and monſtrous ingratitude towards ws, then 
mine armes ſhall be as open as ever they have beene to receive, and my houſe to welcome thee,and 
therein thou ſhalt make thy ſelfe as truly happy, as thou falſly and ntcharitably thinkeſt that God 


will make mee miſerable. 
IDIAQVES, 
The anſwer of his wife Mas/7;a to him was couchedin theſe tearmes: 
MARSILLIA toODoN IuAnN. 


T #.neither Luſt nor the Devill which can make me infringe or violate my Vow given thee in 
marriage, although thou art as far from the truth as from God to beleeve it. But how ſhall 1 
bope that thy rongne will excuſe mee of theſe thy pretended foule crimes of Adultery and Inceſt, 
whep to my aſtoniſhment and griefe Tſee thou likewiſe condemmeſt thy old father to bee guilty 
thereof with mee © And if this be any way affeFion to mee, or obedience to him, let allother 
Husbands judge, and all Sons define and determine. But to returne thee truth for thy falſhood; 
His age expetFed and deſerved wore grace, and my youth and Vertnes more affetFion and good- 
weſſe from thee, than to have beleeved thoſe falſe calumnies and impoſtures upon the bare report 
and malitions relation of my hand-maid Mathurina, which are now dead with her, and are as 
falſe's thy raſtneſſe and her revenge makes thee beleeve them true, for it i: neither Tnor thy fa- 
ther who have any way blemifhed thine honour, or vanquiſhed thy joyes, but rather thy ſelfe, and 
thy too too unkinde and haſty departure from Santarem to Madrid, which (to the prejudice of 
the truth, and of my content and honoxr) hath occaſioned it. For my heart and ſoule will teſt i= 
fre both with mee and for mee, that my affeFion and couſtency is both as ſpotleſſe, firme, and 
true to thee, as thy jealonſie is falſe towards my ſelfe, and therefore as thou leaveſt my pretended 
crime, ſo will Tthy reall png both to time and toGod, and if yet thou wilt be ſo wilfully 
ernell tolive from me, and conſequently not to eſteeme me thy wife, yet as it is my ztale and du- 
n to begge and pray thee to returne to mee, ſo I will make it my Integrity and Conſcience tillto 
Rata and love thee for my Hucband, and ſo preſerving my heart for thee, as I doe my ſoule for 
God, Thope with aſſurance and confidence that Tſhall have no cauſe to feare either his indigna- 
$101. ,. on the worlds contempt , in regard Thave neither merited the one , nor deſerved the o- 


ther... | 
| MARSILLIA. 


Upon the writing and contents of theſe two Letters of 7djaques to his ſonne, and 
of Marſillis to her Husband Dor Tuan, ,the Reader may pleaſe to obſerve and re- 
member with how much policie, and with how little Piet they ſeeke to over- 
vaile and deny theſe their Adulteries and Inceſt towards him, thereby to make 
their ations and themſelves appeare as innocent, as they are guilty both to him 
and to:God.. But God being the Authour of Truth, and the Father of Light, and 
whoſe Sacred Throne and Tribunal! is environed with more glorious Sunnes than we 
fee miſhering Starres in the 'Firmament 3 Hee will one day unmaſke this their hypo- 
criſie, , and ling hrirfouls fins of Adultery and Inceſt, both to light and puniſhment. 
"Now. as Marſi3a is exorbitantly laſcivious in her afteCtion to her brother De Perez, 
and hee PRIOR ſo to het, ſo with a world of falſe ſighs and teares ſhee ſhewes 
himherLetter, an her fathers in Jaw 1daques, which they had ſent to her Husband 
Dons Inan,, to Madrid, and with many female. oaths and afſeverations proteſteth to 
him of both their in ocencie herein, which her brother belecves, yea, her fained 


d commiſcration of her wrongs, hee was then fo vaine and wp" 
ata + ' pio 


s bad fo farre trenched and gained upon his. cruelty, that 
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pious, as once hee thought to have carried theſe two Letters himſelfe into Spaixe, and 
thereto have fought with Dor Tuan for the reparation of his ſiſters honour. Butat laſt 
leaving, paſſjon to conſult with reaſon, and temerity againe to bee vanquiſhed and 
ſwayed by judgement, firſt that theſe Letters of theirs ſhould ſee Spaire, and then to 
attend his brother in Law Don Tuan his anſwer to them, and as he ſhall therein finde 
him cither perverſe or flexible to his wives deſires, and his fathers expeCtations, hee 
will then accordingly beare himſelfe and his reſolutions towards him, and hereon 
both himſelfe and his ſiſter Marſ{ia doe joytully determine and conclude. So Don Inans 
owne ſervant returnes theſe twoaforeſaid Letters from Sa»tarex: to Madrid to his Ma- 
ſter, who breaking up the ſeales, and peruſing them, hee*dothnot a little wonder at 
his wives impudency, and his fathers 1m piety, in ſo ſtrongly denying theſe their foule 
crimes to him : But he isnot a little aſtoniſhed, and withall afflifted and grieved, when 
he falls upon that point and branch of his wives Letter, which reports the death'of har 
maid Mathuriza, for in his heart and conſcieace he now verily thinkes and beleeves, 
that his wife in her inveterate malice and revenge to her, hath cauſed her to be mur- 
thered, and ſent her to Heaven ina bloody winding ſheet. But alas,if it be ſo, howto 
revoke orremedy ithe cannot. Once therefore he was minded to have negleted th 
their Letters, and ſo tohaveanſwered them with perpetuall oblivion, and a difdain- 
full flence : But then againe conſidering with himſelfe that this might rather increaſe 
than extenuate their hopes of his returne, he betakes himſelfe to his Study, where ta- 
kirig,pen and paper, he, negleCng his father, traceth his wife this Letter in anſwer 
of hers, and againe ſendsit her into Portugal by his owne ſervant,which aſfureth theta 
of his reſolutionnot to returne. | 


DoniIvantoMARSILLIA. 


T He receit of thy ſecond Letter hath not diminiſhed, but confirmed and augmented my con» 
fidence of my Fathers ſhame, and thy infamy, in your foule finnes of Adultery and Inceſt, 
perpetrated againſt mee, and which is worſe, againſt God, (p that 1 am fullyreſolved for ever 
to forſake his houſe, and thy company, and to live and die here in Madfid, as griefe and diſ- 
conſolation will permit mee; For Iprize the (unjuſt) Apologie of thy (pretended). Innocenoie 
at ſolow arate, and value it at ſo baſe an eſtteme, as I Ad fdone it for thy ſake, and s/ 'ſolfe 

thine owne. 1 doe as much grieve,as Jboth doubt and feare, thou rejoyceſt at thy Maid Mathu- 
rina's death, and as I am ignorant of the manner, ſo if my Father and thy ſelfe have beene the 
cauſe thereof, you have then all the reaſons of the world ms < any that God (who is as juſt in his 


; reſolutions, 4s ſacred in his decrees) will in the end revenge it to his glory, and puniſh it to your 


conſnſton. 


k # , 6 . \N\ W3kss 
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This Letter ofhis doth inflame his wife with malice and indignation, for now Her 
father and ſhee ſee theſe their Juſtfull and laſcivious crimes ſeared and* 0 N 
his beleefe, and his ſtay in Spaine fixed in his anger, and eternized in hisre 
When. ascloſe as they beare it, yet knowing full well that the world will take notice 
it, andere long make it their publike ſcandall and infawy He is ſodevoid of Grace, 
and ſhee of goodneſle, that to prevent it, hee wiſheth his ſohne in Heaven with his 
mother, and ſhee her old Father in law ingrave with her young maid Matharina. 
Bur theſe vaine hopes of theirs may deceive them, which as yetthey two arenot fo 

wiſetothink of, nor ſo cautious orreligious to conſider, bur rather more reſeinbli 
bruit beaſts than Chriſtians, they ſtill continue their obſcene and inceſtuous pleaſures, 
the which I take fmall delight or pleaſure to mention in regard of modeſty, orto're- 
peat in reſpe&of Nature ahd Honour, HereMarſilljaagaine repaires to her brother 
| h De 
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De Perez,as to her Oracle and Champion 3 ſhe ſhewes him both theſe two laſt Letters of 


her busband to his father and her ſelfe, and<onjureth his beſt advice and ſpeedieſt a(- 
ſiſtance for the recovering of her honour , in that ofher husbandsaffeCtion and com- 
pany, or elſe. that ſhee were freed'from him ,” and he out of this life agd this world, 
that ſo her ſcandall and wrongs might die with him, and for ever beraked up in the 
duſt of his grave, & buried with him ineternall oblivion and filence.Doz Perez ( ih heatt 
and minde) is ſo much his ſiſters, as hee is no tote himſelfe, when making his affe&ti- 
on doe homage to her _— and his judgement and refolution to-pay tribute to his 


affeCtion,he prayes her to referre this charge and bulinefle to the care of his diſcharge; - 


when giving her many kiſſes, and willing her to read his keart in his eyes, he givesher 
the good night; and the nzxt morning being impatient ofall delayes, he takes one $e- 
ienior Gaſper Lopez anoble Gentleman, and a valiant intimate friend of his with him, 
and relazing him his intent to fight with his brother Dox Iuan, and the cauſe thereof: 
They undertake this journey of Spaine, and fo arrive at Madrid, where Lopez prayes Pe- 
rez to make him his ſecondin that Duell 3 De Perez, thanks him for this his affection, but 
tels him he will hazard himſelfe,but not his friend ; ſo writing a Challenge to Dor Tnart 
hee ſeales it up, and requeſteth Lopez to deliver itto him,and the ſame night to returne 
him his anſwer. Lopez according]y findes out Dox Tvanin his owne chamber, and gives 
it to him in faire and diſcreet tearmes, who wondring it came from his brother in law 
De Perez, but farre more to underſtand that he was now in Madrid, hee'no way dreas 
ming of a Challenge, but rather thinking that his wife his ſiſter had ſent him thither 
to him to worke her reconciliation, and conſequently his returne to her to Sartarem, 
hee haſtily breakes upthe ſeales thereof, findes it charged with this language. 


DEzPEREZ to DONIVAN. 


| Fonp Jeene thy inveterate malice to thy Wife my ſiſter , in thy falſe and ſcandalows Letters to 
her,and Portugall hath readit in thy ſudden and chollerick departure from her into Spaine, 
wherefore conſidering what ſhe is to thee , and Ito her, Thold my ſelfe bound ( both in Honour 
and Bloud) to make her wrongs and quarrels mine. To which end Ihave left Santarem to find 
thee out here in Madrid, parpoſely to pray thee to meet mee to morrow betwixt ſix andſeven in 
the morning, at the fartheſt Weſt end of the Prado, with thy Rapier, a confident Gentlemate 
of thy friends, and thy Chirurgion, without a Second, where thow ſhalt finde me to attend thy 
comming, and relying upon the equity of my cauſe, and the ingratitude and infamy of thine, I 
make no dowbt but to teach Don luan what it is for him (without ground or truth)1to caſt a be 
aſperſion and wrongfull blemifh upon the luſtre of his Wife, and my Siſter, the Lady Marfil- 
lia's honovr, whoſe deſcent andextraFion is as good as thine, and her education and Vertues 
farre more ſublime andexcellent. Thy generoſity obligeth thee to the honourable performance 
hereof, and mine honour recipracally to per forme this Obligation. 


Deg PEREZ. 


Dom Tun having received and peruſed this Challenge of his brother in law De Perez, 
andfitding his furious reſolution ro exceed his judgement, he knowing himſelfe inno+ 
cent, hiscaufegood, and'his courage and valour every way to be ſuperiour to the 0 
thers, -highly diſdaining to be our-braved by any Nobleman or Gentleman breathing, 
an the point of Honour and generoſity, . het with a cheerefull countenance returnes Lo- 
pex:20 his brother De Perez with this accepting anſwer. "oo _ 
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DoniIvantoDEPERsEz. 


Mz: hatred to Marſillia, awd e from her was juſtly occaſioned through her treache- 
ry awd infidelity to mes, and therefore my Letters to her to that effeF are as true as ſhee is 
falſe in denying it 3 notwithſtanding ſith ſhe is thy ſiſter and ney wife, I 8s much approve of thy 
ſn to her, as I condemene thy temerity to me, and thy indiſcretion to thy ſelfe in making 
her quarrel thine, and by forjaking Santarem, to fight with wee here in Madrid. And becauſe 
thoufhalt ſee and finde that I have 8s much courage as inwocency, I therefore accept of thy chal- 
lenge, and an ſo farre from learning any point of valour of De Perez, as to his ſhame and my 
glory, I hope to teach him, that Ihave no way caſt a falſe aſperſion or blemiſh on the luſtre of ber 
reputation, but fhee on her ſelfe, and conſequently that I will neither affe& her, nor feare thee. 
For God lending mee life, I will to morrow Foc faſt with thee at thine owne time and place ap- 
pointed, where wy honour and generoſity invites me to come, and thine to meet me. 


DoxNnTluaAN 


Theſe two inconſiderate Gentlemen having thus embarqued themſelves in the 
frog otolation of this weake quarrell and raſh Dyell, which earthly honour cannot 
As juſtly approve and allow of, as divine Religion and Chriſtian Piety and charity diſ- 
avow and execrate. Their malice and reyenge each to other is ſo violent and impetu- 
ous, that without any thought either of God or their Soules, or af Heaven or Hell,they 
paſle over the night, if not in watehfulneſle, yet in broken and diſtracted ſlumbers, yea 
the morne no ſooner peeped from Heaven through their windowes to their chambers, 
but they leape from their beds to the Prado,where De Perez with his friend Lopez come 
firſt on horſeback, and immediately after them Dor 1u47: in his Coach, with a yo 
Gentleman his friend, tearmed Dor Richardo DeYaldona : Sotheſe two Duellitts dif 
daining to be tainted with the leaſt ſpice of diſhonour, or ſhadow of cowardiſe,they at 
firſt fight of each other, throw off their doublets, and in their filke ſtockings and 
FRme with their Rapiersdrawne, they without oy arehey complement orexpoſtu- 
ation approach each other 3 But here before they begin to reduce malicious contem- 
planion into bloudy aCtion, I hold it fit to informe my Reader witha circumſtance that 
now paſt betweene them, wherein doubtlefle the Providence of God was moſt conſpi- 
cuous and apparant 3 For as by the Law and cuſtome both of $paine and Portugal, all 
Rapiers ſhould be of one length, yet De Ferez curioully caſting big vigilant eye upon 
that of Now Tar, cither his feare, or his judgement, or both, informe him that that Ra- 
pier is longer than his, 'whereat Dox Inas grieves farre more that De Perez, can poſlible 
either rejoyce or wonder, for he is ſo farre any way blemifbing his honour with 
this, or with any other point or ſhadow of diſhonour, a5 now bee gives his Rapier to 
meaſure, and to write the truth, his is found one inch longer than that of De Peres, 
when biting his lip for anger, he (reſembling himſclte) proffersto fight with that ei- 
ther of £2 1 or Yaldona, which was ſufficient reaſon for one Gentleman of Honour to 


give, and for gnpthereo take 3 but when he ſees that this proffer of his will neither ſe- 
cure De Perez . 


hee freely exc 
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third aſſault De Perez runnes Dox Izar thorow the brawne of his left arme, who in ex- 
cha 'E. s him with adeepe wound in his right ſide, from whence iſlued miich 
bloud, now they breathe to recover; wind, and tothe judgements of Lopez and 
Valdona, (as alſoof their Chirurgions ) they hitherto are cquall in valaur, and almoſt 
in fortune 3 ſo although theſe ſpectators doe of both ſides earneſtly entreat them to de- 
filt and give over, yet they cannot , they will not be ſo eaſily or ſo ſoone reconciled 
each to other 3 Soafter alittle paiiſing and breathing, they (with courage and reſoluti- 
on) fall toit afreſh, and at this their fourth encounter Doy Perez gives Don Tuan a deepe 
wound in his left ſhoulder, and he requites him with another in exchange, ip the neck ; 
and although by this time their ſeverall wounds hath engrained their white ſhirts with 

reat effuſion of their ſcarlet bloud, yet they are fo brave,ſo generous, or razher fo in- 
Res aud malitious, that they will not yet give over, as itthey meant and reſolyed 
rather tomake death feare them,than they any way to feare death 3 But their fifth cloſe 
will prove more fatall;for now after they had judiciouſ]y traverſed their ground,there- 
by to deceive each other of the diſadvantage of the Sunne, whales De Perez direCts a full 
thruſt to Dox Iuans breaſt , hee bravely and skilfully warding it, in requitall thereof, 
runnes him cleane thorow the body, a little below his right pap, when cloſingnimbl 
with him, and purtuing the point of hisgoo1 fortune, hee whips up his heeles, and ſo 
natles him to the ground, when hee had the ſtrength to begge his life of Dor: Inaz,and 
' God knowes he much grieved that it was not then in his power to give it him, for this 
his laſt wound being deſperately mortall, hee preſently died thereof, having neither 
the remembrance to call on God,much lefſle to begge mercy of him for his ſinfull ſoule; 
but as hee lived abominably and prophanely, ſo C died miſerably and wretchedly : 
And although I confefle it was too great an honour for him to receive his death from ſo 
brave a noble Gentlemans hands as Dos Tuan, yet it isa moſt ſingular providence, and 
remarkable puniſhment of God, that he died by the hands of his owne laſcivious ſiſters . 
Husband, and which is yet more, by his owne {word, as if God had formerly decreed, 
and purpoſely ordained, that the ſelfe ſame ſword ſhould give him his death, where- 
with ſolately and ſo cruelly hee had bereaved that harmleſle innocent young Gentle- 
woman Mathurina of her life, although in regard of this his foule and lamentable mur- 
ther, hee(with lefle honour and more infamy)every way deſerved tv have dicd rather 
by a halter than a {word 3 But Gods Providence is as unſearchable as ſacred. 

Dox Inan having, rendred thanks to God for this his victory, hee out of his noble 
courtelie and hamanity, lends Lopez his Coach to tranſport the dead body of his bro- 
ther in Law De Perez, into the City, and taking his horſe in exchange, hee by a private 
way gets home to hislodging. But this their Duell isnot ſo ſecretly carried, but with- 
inthree houres after all Mad-;d rattles thereof 3 who knowing the Combatants to bee 
both of them noble Gentlemen of Portuga#, it gives cauſe of generall talke, and argu- 
ment of univer(allenvie and admiration in all Spaniards,eſpecially in the nobſer ſort of 
Souldiers and Courtiers-W hen the very day after that Dor: Inaz had cauſed this his bro- 
ther to be decently buried, Lopez repaires to his chamber to him, and jn a faire and 
friendly manner enquires of him if he pleaſe to returne any Letter of this his friends 
death, and of his owne vieuey tO Sautarem to Don Idiaques his father, or the Lady Mar- 
fhia his wife, and that bis beſt ſervice herein ſhall attend and wait on his commands: 
Dow Ixar thanks Lopez, for this his courteſie, buttels him that for ſome reſerved reaſons 
he will ſend no Letter toeitherof them, but otherwiſe wiſheth him a proſperous return 
te Porigall 5 fo Don Inan remaines in Madrid, and Lopez, returnes for Sarterexe, and 
there from point to. point relates them the iſſue of that Combar, as the vitory of his 
(oone Dax Twax, andthe death and buriall of De Perez, adding withall, that hee was fo 
teſervad and that be woyld write to neither of them hereof. Atthe relation 
os this mourneful] newes,, Zdiaques cannot refraine from much ſorrow, 
nor Marfiflie urſting forth into bitter teares and lamentations thereat 3 for ſee 
thus {laine by the harid of her awne a” 
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lofing him ſhee knowes ſhee hath loſt her right arme, and hee beingdead ſhee knowes 
not to whom to have recourſe, either for counſell, affiſtance, or conſolation. And yet 
as much as hee ſorrowes and ſhee grieves at this diſaſterous accident,they notwithſtan- 
ding are yet ſo farre from thinking it a blow from Heaven, or from looking either up 
to God, or downe to their owne Pnfall hearts, conſciences, and fonles for the ſame, 
that withoutmaking any good uſe, or drawing any divine or profitable morall there- 
of, they ſtill continue their beaſtly pleaſures and damnable Adultery and Inceſt toge« 
ther, as if there were no God to ſee, nor no deſerved torments or miſerie reſerved to 
puniſh 1t. But they and wee ſhall immediately ſee the contrary. - 

To the griefe of our hearts, and compunttion of our ſoules, wee have in this Hiſtory 
ſeene wrefthed 7dzaques ( by the inſtigation of the devill) to poyſon his wife the Lady 
Honoria 5 and likewiſe his daughter in Law Marſ#/ia to have cauſed her brother De Pe- 
rez to have cruelly murthered her waiting-maid in the ſtreet ; as alſo by the Provi- 
dence of God Don 1a to have {laine the ſaid De Perez inthe field, and our curioſity and 
exp<Cation ſhall not goe far, before wee fhall ſee the juſt Revenge and punifh- 
ments of God cobdigaly to ſurpriſe wretched 7diaques, and graceleſle Marſi/ia tor the 
ſame 3 for his Divine Juſtice contending with his Sacred Mercy,it hath at laſt prevailed 
againſt theſe their foule and bloudy crimes 3 ſo now when they are in the middeſt, yea, 
in the height and jollity of all theſe their foule delights and ſecurity, like an unlooked 
for ſtorme and tempeſt, jt will ſuddenly befall them. Life hath but one way to bring 
us into this world, but death hath infinite to take us from it, and what is this buta 
true argument and reaſon of Gods glory and our miſerie,of his power, and ofour frail- 
ty and weakneſle, and therefore becauſe wee are as repleat of finne as he is of fantity, 
and as ſubjed to imperfefions, as all perfeCtions are both properly co-inctdent and 
ſubject to him : It will be an aft of morall wiſdome, and of religious piety in ns, rather 
to glorihe than examine his ſacred Providence, and rather to admire than pry into his 
divine Decrees and reſvulutions. And becauſe hiscorreCtion and puniſhment of all ſms, 
eſpecially of this crying and ſcarlet ſinne of Murther, is as juſt as fecret, and asinfcruta- 
ble as Juſt ; therefore todraw towards the period of this deplorable Hiſtory, Gods 
firſt pleaſed to exerciſe and begin his Judgements on miſerable Marſ//z2, and thento 
finiſh it in wretched 7diaques. But his divine Majeſty is likewiſe pleaſed and reſolved 
both to impoſe and make as great a difterence in their puniſhments, as he founda pa- 
rity and conformity in'their crimes. | 

Itis Marfilja's pleaſure ( or to ſay more truly, the providence and pleaſure of God) 
that ſhe rides from Sartarem to Coimbra to viſit a ſick Gentlewoman her Couſin Ger- 
man, who dweltthere, being only accompanied with her man Azaree on horſe-back, 
and her foot boy Piſcator toattend her, ad as ſhe comes within a ſmall halfe league of 
thattowne, having ſent away her man Axdrea before, and her foot boy Piſcator being 
a very little diſtance behinde her, there ſuddenly ſtarts up a Hare betweene (or cloſe 
to) her horſe legges, which ſo amazed her horſe, ( which was as hot and proud as the 
Gentlewoman his Miſtreſſe whom he bore) as comming off with all foure, he throwes 
her to the ground, and kicking her with his hinde feet at her fall, hee ſtrikes her inthe 
fore-head, and ſo daſheth out her braines ;- God ſo ordaining, that ſhe had not the 

ower to ſpeake a word, muchlefle the grace or happineſſe to repent her of herhorri- 
le ſinnes, Adultery, Tnceſt, and Murther- And thus wasthe-lamentable and fearfull 
end which God gave to this graceleſſe young Lady, thewhich I cannotas yet paſſe 0- 
ver, without annexing and remembring one-remarkable point and citcumſtance there- 
in, in which the Juſtice and Mercy of God to both ſexes, and all _— degrees of 
tedſeghe miraculouſly refplend and-ſhine forth 5:for that very horſe w threw 


her was the very ſame which ſhe formerly lent ro&her Brother DePerez,and 
whereon hetid to Saint Saviouts when he'(byher i pation) killed her waiting maid 
Mathuting. Good God, how juſt; and wonderKill are thy detrees,Deere Lord,how:m- 
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But this 1s but the foxerunner,and as it were but the enterance into a further progre(- 
ſion of this Hiſtory, For as her foot boy Piſcator,extreamely wept and bitterly cryed,at 
the ſight of this mournefull and tragicall death of his Lady and Miſtris, God had ſo de- 
ereed and provided, that the next that paſſed by , and who were ſorrowfull ſpectators 
thereof, were two Corigadors (or Officers of Juſtice) of the Citie of Coimbra riding 
that way in their Coach totake the aire. Who in compaſſion of the deplorable death 
of this faire unknown young Gentlewoman, they deſcend their Coach, and having en- 
quired and underſtood of her ſorrowfull Foote boy what ſhee was, they then with 
much reſpect and humanity cauſe her dead Corps to be decently laid into their Coach, 
which they ſhut, and ſo mounting their Servants Horſes they returne againe toCoim- 
bra, From whencethey ſend her Man Andrea, in all poſlible poſt haſte to Santarem to 
acquaint his Maſter and her Father in law Don 7diaques with this lamentable death of 
his daughter in Law _— , and to pray him rorepayre ſpeedily thither tothem to 
take order for her burial. Azdres is no ſooner departed for his Maſter, but theſe two 
Corigadors conſult on the fatality of this accident, and very profitably conſider for 
themſelves, that the horſe who killed her, 'and all herapparell and jewels, by the cuy 
ſtome and royalty of their City were devolved and forteited to their juriſdiction 3 to 
which effect they cauſe her rings,chaines, and bracelets to be taken from her, and then 
her pockets likewiſe to be carefully ſearcht for gold and jewels 5 ſo as murther cannot 
be long concealed or undeteCted; wee may therefore here behold the wonderfull Pro- 
vidence, and ſingular Juſtice of God, for in one of her pockets they finde, folded up 

in arich cut-worke handkerchiefe, the laſt Letter which her Husband Dox Tuan had 
written and ſent her from Madrid: at the fight of this Letter one of theſe Corigadors is 
deſirous to have itread publikely, but the other (being more human and reſpeCtive to 
the concealing of Ladies ſecrets, which many times prove that of their honours) hee 
contradids it, till atlaſt God enlightning their judgements, and prompting and inſpi- 
ring their hearts, that the peruſall of this Letter might (peradventure) import and re- 
port ſomething which might tend to his ſervice, and conduce to his glory 3 they fall 
then on a wedinm betwixt both their opinions,and ſo withdrawing themſelves to a pri- 
vate chamber, they there ſecretly o're-read this Letter, wherein with admiration and 
amazement they underſtand of the obſcene Adultery and Inceſt of Don 1diaques with 
this his daughter in law Marſ##;e, which was the cauſe of her Hu-band Dox Inaz his abr 
ſence from her in 8pize - But at length when they proceed farther therein, and fo fall 
upon theſe words of Dox Tuan to her 1n this his Letter ;7 doe as much grieve as T both doubt 
and feare thou rejoyceſt at thy hand maid Mathurina's death; and as 1 am ignoratt of the marr 
ner ſo if my father and t hy ſelfe have beene the cauſe thereof, you have then all the reaſons of the 
world to beleeve, that God will in the endpuniſh it toyour confuſion ;then (led by the ſpirit of 
God) they both concurre in one opimon, that this their Adultery, and this Murtherof 
Mathurina did not only firmely refle&, but equally take hold both on 7diaqwes and Mary 
fla, and thereforethat this herlate deplorable and diſaſterousend, wasonly a blow 
from God, and the very true fore-runner , and undoubted Harbioger-of his owne to 
come - When reſolving to ſeize and impriſon 714d;aques as ſoone as heſhould arrive 
thitherto Coimbria ; They huſhing up this Letter and buſineffe inehtir owne,bolomeg, 
doe then hold it fit to ſend for Marfilir's foot-man Piſcator to come to then, which hes 
ſpeedily doth. They yore mwor mow of him if lis dead Lady had not ſometimesa 
waiting Genitlewotman named Mathwrinahee anſyrered them yes,and.that:ſhe was late+ 
ly murthered in the ſtreets of $43 Savioxrs, and that her murtherers-weteas yet uny 
| : They demand of him againe whoſe daughter ſhe was 3 hee:ihformes them 
that her father is a Gentleman who | in Saint Saviours,and that his name 1s Seigui- 
or Pedro-de vaſes which being as much as they ſought for -z 1 putting their ſervants 46 
watch over this foot-man , that heemight nor eſcape togive the leaſt. inkling of their 
demands to his old Maſter alter tay Jonny ſend away'poaſtto Saint 8aviorrs for 
Caſtello, and' (in hotwur to Juſtice) theſe twoCorigadors as Chriſtian Magiſtrates; ba- 
En  ving 
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 "* Jager wnderſtanding hereol, his guilty conſcience now denouncerh a ceth ſuch thunde- 


ving putallthings in order for the vindication of the truth of theſe deplorable matters, 
that very night 7daques arrives at Coimbra,and deſcends from his Coach to the houſe of 
one of theſe Corigadors, where the dead body of his daughter Marſ/ia lay 3 at whoſe 
mournfu)l ſight, as ſooneas his paſſionate | and ſorrow had cauſed him to ſhed 
and ſacrifice many rivolets of teares, when hee leaſt dreames or thinks thereof, theſe 
two Corigadors cauſe him to be ſeized on, and inſtantly commit him cloſe priſoner, 
without acquainting him with the cauſe hereof, where all that night his guilty heart & 
cankvinior ſo many Fiends and Furies) afluring him that it was for poyſoning of his 
owne Lady Honoria 3 there horror and terrour, griefe and deſpaire,and anguiſh, doe 
a{ their ſeverall parts upon the Theatre of his ſoule. 

The next-morne Caſtel/s (Mathurina's father) likewiſe arrives to Coimbra, to whom 
the Corigadors communicate this Letter of Doxs Tuan to his wife, which hee ſent her 
from Spaine, wherein they tell him the murther of his daughter Matharina ſeemes pro- 
bably and ſtrongly to reflect upon 1d5aqu-s, and his daughter inlaw Marſlie 5 when 
they farther acquainting him with her tragicall death, as alſo with his impriſonment ; 
Caſtelo ( with a world of teares and cries) exclaimes, that undoubtedly they were the 
authours, if not the aCtors of his daughters lamentable murther, and ſo very paſſionate- 
ly and ſorrowfully craves juſtice of them on 7djaqnes for the ſame, which they are as 
willing to grant and performe, as heto deſire : So after dinner in the publike Tribu- 
nall of Juſtice, they ſend for 7diaques legally and juridically there to appeare before 
them 5 where this ſorrowfull father(with much paſſion, and more teares)doth ſtrong- 
ly accuſe him for the murther committed and perpetrated on his daughter Mathurinaz 
the which 7diaques with many high and ſtout anſwers denieth 3 he alleageth many oylie 
words, andſugfed and ſilken phraſes,to juſtifie and Apologize his innocencie : Which 
theſe Corigadors(led by the finger of God)hold rather to be far niore ayrie than ſolid, 
and farre more plauſible than reall or true ; ſo they(ſtill remembring his ſonne Dor: 1#- 
ans Letter to his wife Marſi#ja)doe (without regard to his quality or age ) adjudge him 
to the Rack. The which 7dagques (tearing infinitely more the murther of his owne La- 
dy Honoria, than that of Mathwrina) endures the tortures and torments thereof witha 
fortitude and reſolution farre beyond his ſtrength and age, and with an admirable 
conſtancie ſtands firmly to the, deniall of this fa& and accuſation 5 ſo ſeeing the Rack 
taken away; and himfelfe from the Rack, hee is therefore very confident and joyfull, 
that hisdangeris likewiſe o'repaſt and o'reblowne - But theſe vaine hopes of his will 
yet both deceive, and in theend betray him, for as yet his conſcience hath not made 
peace with God. For the griefes and ſorrowes of this mournfull father for this lamen- 
table murther ofhis daughter, have now made him both induſtrious in his ſolicitation, 


- and religious in this his proſecution againſt 7d;aquer towards theſe Corigadors, to 


whom againe hee becomes an earneſt, and yet an humble Petitioner, that they will 
e him eight dayes time more to fortifie his accuſation, and that all that time he may 
Ml remaine priſoner without Baile or Surety 3 which they finding reaſonable;and con- 
ſonant toall equity and law, they freely grant him. When Caftelo having God for his 
Counſellor; and whom in a ſmall timie 7d:aques ſhall finde for-his Judge, calling to 
minde ſome words of his deceaſed daughter touching the ſuſpition of poyſoning her 
old Lady by her Husband, 'to. make way for this match with Dor Inar, honda no 
more accuſe him for murthering of his daughter Mathwrina 3 bur ſome two dayes after 
he frames and preſentsamew Inditement and accuſation to his Judges againſt him, for 
poyſoning hisold wife the Lady Honoria. Which theſe Judges admiring and wonde- 
1 2937 brew ly, nay almoſt confidently beleevesthat thereis ſome great crime, 
foule fat inthis buſineſſe againſt 7diaques, which God will-infine detett and bring 
tolight, by the ſolicitation and induſtry of this honeſt 'GentlemanCaſtel/o. So 
they admit againe of his ſecond Inditement againſt him, and by vertue bereof con- 
vent him before them at their Tribugall of Juſtice. Seb bio >! 
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ring pealesof feare and amazement to his appalled heart and trembling ſoule, as they 


will giveno peace either to bimſelfe or them 3 and the Devill who had ever heretofore 
x\peTvs him his beſt aid and afliſtance, now flies from him,and leaves him to ſtand Or 
Ito himſelfe : And here it is that his courage begjnsto faile him, and that his feare 
and ſhame is almoſt reſolved and ready to proclaime himſelfeguilty of this his laſt jv 
worſt accuſation, the poyſoning of kis owne wife the Lady Howoria * But againe the 
hope of life.js yetſo ſweet to him, as the feare gfdeath isdiſplea (wg and bitter, and 
therefore ( with a wretched.reſolution, anda miſerable confidence) he againe artifici- 
ally endevourethtd bleare the eyes of theſe his Judgeswith his chicteſt Eloquence,and 
{werteſt Oratory. 3 who having given him hisfull. carxeer to. ſpeak. in his owne defence 
and juſtification, when they periectly knew be yet tpake notone valuable word or rea- 
ſors either todefend or juſtifie himſelfe ; Then ape of theſe cleere-ſighted Corigadors 
(in the behalfe of bottyef them) returnes him this grave reply and pious exhortati= 
On. | | 
\ Thatgs they havenot the will to accuſe him, ſo they, haye not the meanes or power 
to-excuſe bim, for being (-at leaſt) acceſlary to bath, or cither of theſe murthers, of 
his Lady Hevor iq, Or Mathnrinas that'the fudden death of the firſt, and the violent and 
untimely one of the laſt, the volu [abſence of his ſonne Dos Ivar inSpaine, with 
his killing of De Peres: there; and now, x fearefyll and lamentable end of his daughter 
inlaw, Marfillia( whale body is yeranburied, an; her blood ſcarce cold) left a dange- 
rous reflexion,and pernitious ſuſpitien on his life and ations,at leaſt of Adultery and 
Inceſt, if not of Murther( a his Sonne Dor 1uans Letter which he writ to his wife 
Marſillia which they have there to ſhey,,isa molt ſtrong and: pregnant witneſſe) and 
that the leaſt of theſe crimes are capable to ruine a greater perſonage than himſelfe. 
That hee could caft no miſt of delyhon before Gods eyes, though he artificially ende- 
youred and labpured xo caſt a vaile before theirs, That the ſhedding of innocent blogd 
was a crying Sinne, which deſpight gf ſorcery and of Hell would (in Gods, due time) 
draw downe yengeanceto Earth fromHeaven on their Authors. That if hee were guil- 
tie ot his accuſation, hee had no better plea than confeſſion, nar ſafer remedy than re- 
pentance. That contrition is the true marke; of a true Servant of God, and though 
wee fall to Nature and fione as being men, yet we ſhould riſe againe to grace and righ- 
teouſneſle as being Chriſtians. That ro deny ourcrimes, is to augment them and gon- 
ſequently their puniſhments, both in Earth, and in Hell, and that he was not a Chriſt- 
an, but an Infidel, who would attempt to fave his life with the loſle of his ſoule, with 
many other religious exhortations concurringand looking that way. 

\Burall this, notwithſtanding, 1diaqres his Faith and Conſcience, was yet ſo ſtrong 
with Satan, and therefore ſo weake'with God, that he leftno excuſe, policy orevalion 
urinvented. to bleare the eyes of theſe Corigadors, and {9 to make his innocer 
paſle current with them, Burt his eloquence and afleverations cannot prevaile with the 
ſolidity of Gone Judges, for God will not ſuffer them tobe led away with words, 
norſeduced or deluded with ſhadowes : But from the circymference of circumſtances 
they now flie tothe centre of truth, and tq the Authour andgiver,, yea to the life anc 

thereof, God. :Sothey againe|adjudge him to the rack for his ſecond accuſation 

of Murther, asthey formerly had done to him for his firſt; Atthe pronouncing of which 
ſentence, If wee may judgeof bis haart by his face , 'hee ſeemed to-bee muc afflicted, 
appaled and d,: which his ſudges, perceiving before they expoſ; him to his tax- 
ments, / they/in Honour to his Ageand qualizy, but farremore to Truth and Juſtice 
_ (whomtheyknowtobe twoDaughters of Heaven) they now hold it a pointof Chari- 
yand Piety to (cud im two Divines to his priſon to ie. his Conſcience and 
Soule, ale, whichthey does And God:ip the depth of bis gaodnelle , and the richnef: of 
' his mercy; was ſomercitully propitious and indulgent to him, that he added ſuch efti- 
cacy to their fions, and to their exhortations., as atthe very ſight of the 
rack, hee withteatcsinhiseyes}: then and there conteled unt them, That hee was 
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innocent of Mathurinae: murther, but guilty of poynaieg his owne wife the Lady Ho- 
noria, for the which hee ſaid hee moſt heartily and ſorrowtully repented himſelfe. 
Whereupon his Judges ( and the reſt preſent)admiring with wonder and praifing God 
with admiration for the deteCtion of this his foule'bloudy and lamentable crime, the 
pronounce ſentence againſt him. That for expiation thereof, he at eight ofthe cloc 
the next morning, ſhall have his head cut off at the place of commonexecution in that 
Towne. When 7diaquer, who (yet'adhered ſo muth to Satan) that hee could never be 
deveſted of his mortall finnes before hee were firſt deprived bf his ſinfull life, doth 
yet ſtill fatter himſelfe with ſome further hope of life , and ſo hee appeales from the 
judgement 'and ſentence of this Court of Coimbra' to that 6F 8anterem, 'av being native 
and refident thereof ; as alſo becauſe hee committed his rfiurther there, for which they 
on his com / 2750 Judges) adjudged him to death : Whereat although the c__ 
ors of Coimbra for the preſervation of the privileges of their Court an Towne, doe 

obſtinately expoſe and vehemently conteſt it,yet at laſt well knowing, and being con- 
ſcious with themſelves, that ſmaller Townes-ahd Courts' in'Portwgal/ are nd 
and ſubject to 4, of the greater 3 They therefore making a vertue ofneceſiity.and 
contenting themſelves to give way to that which they cannot remedie, do ordaine that 
Iciaques (ſhould be converghed and tryed at Santarem. | 

But yet before they ſuffer him to depart their Towne, they honour to Juſtice, in 
wiſedome to themſelves, and in reputation totheir T owne and Court," doe ſeriouſly 
and religionſly charge him in the name & feare of God to dechare truly tothem, whe- 
ther his unburied Daughter in Law Marfea were notlikewile'a with him in 
poyſoning his Wife, the Lally Honorie, which: at firſt hee ſtrongly denies t6 them,” But 
then they ſend away for' the two Divines whothad formerly dealt with him and his 
Conſcience iuPriſon, who exhort him: to carry white and candid ſoule'to Heaven, 
and threaten him with the torments of Hell fre if he doenot. 'When with ſighes and 
teares, hee confeſſeth that'to them, and thavit was hee himſelfe who adivinifired that 
poyſen to his wife, butthat his daughter in Law:Marfbis bought it for him.” So theſe 
19 ges (upon the validity'of this free and folemne confeſſion) 1n deteſtation of thisher 

amentable crime, doe reverently reſolve to ſecond,and glorifie God inhis Judgements 

towards her , and therefore they preſently condemne her dead body tobe burntthat 
afternoone in their market ſtreet, the common place of execution, which accordingly 
is then and there performed'in preſence of a great concourſe 'of people, who infinitly: 

joyce that God ſo miraculouſly deſtroyed the life,and theirJadgesthe body of ſoex-- 
ecrable a female Monſter. £2 OIGNT 71D TORT! 

By MN py wee muſt allow, and imagine ops old Lecher, we 9 murtherex 
1diaques vertue of his 'appeale) is brought to his owne City-of Santerer, and T1 
rex tte with a cnt rows or a prophaneand impious reſolution to ſee whe-' 
ther God will'puniſh him there with death, orthe Devill preſerve and'fave himfrom 
it. Hee hath many friends inthis Court, who are both great and:powerfull,and there- 
fore builds all his hopes of life, on thisreeling quickſand, this mow, ' thistothing, that 
his great eſtate of money and larids will undoubtedly a&@ wonders with' them for his ' 
pardon. Put ſtill hee hopes, becauſe ſtill the devilldeceives him ; Hee is arrived here 
At Saxtarem, where this faire Citie which might: heretofore have proved hisdelight 
and glory,is now re ſerved forhis'ſhame,and appointed and'deſtined for his confuſionz 
They cannot brook the fight, much lefſe thei cohabitation and company offuch mon-- 
ſters of nature, and devills incarnat of men, who glory in making lyes guilty of 
theſe foule ſfinnes, and crying crimes, Adultery, Inceſt, Murther- So thar 7diaquts (who 
hath made hirmfelfe « prnicipall of this vumber \, and a monſter of Artin theſe finnes) 
thinking here in St arex: tofind more mercy and pi ing bislife, ſbaſl-find leſſe of 
both of them after his death.' For the-criminall of 'this Court who reverence 


and honour Juſtice becauſe” Jaſtice doth"daily-and-reciprocally performethe like t6- 
them, doe confirmethe ſentence of Cojawbys, tharthe next mornehe ſhall loſe Rakes | 
ut 
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but in deteſtation and execration of theſe his foule and bloody crimes, - they adde this 
clauſe and concition thereto, that both his head 8& body (hall be afterwards burnt, and 
hisaſhesthrowne into the ayre, which gives matter of talke and admiration, nut on*ly 
to Santarem,but to all Portwgall. And thus moſt penlively and diſconſolately is 1diaques 
reconveyed to his priſon etere Church-men are ſent him by the Judges of that court, 
to dire@ his ſoule 1n her flight and transfiguration from earth to Heaven, whom they 
finde(orat leaſt they make)very humble, mournefull, 'and repentant. According to 
which ſentence hee 15 the next morning brought to the place of execution, which tor 
the greater example and terrour to others,and of ignominy to himſelfe, was before his 
owne houſe, wherein hee had atted and perpetrated all his enormous crimes. Where 


the ſcaffold is no ſooner erected, but there flock an infinite number of people fromall ' 


parts of the City , to be ſpectators of this laſt ſcene of his Tragedy. Hee cameto the 
ſcaffold (betweene two Friers) in a ſute of black Taffeta, a gowne of black wrought 
tuffe Taffeta, and a great white ſet ruffe, which yet could not be whiter than his broad 
beard : At his aſcent on the ſcaffold, his grave aſpect and preſence engendred as much 
ſorrow and pity, as his beaſtly crimes did deteſtation in the hearts and tongues of the 
people, to whom (afterhe had a ſhort time kneeled downe and prayed) hee made a 
ſhorrſpeech to this effedt. 

That although the poyſoning of his owne wife, and his adultery with his ſons wife, 
were crimes ſo odious and execrable, as had made him unworthy any longer either to 
tread on earth, or te looke up unto Heaven, yet although he deſerved ro favour of his 
Judges for his bodie, he humbly repentedand begged ſome of God for his ſoule, and 
for the more cftctuall obtaining thereof, he zealoully prayed all thoſe who were pre- 
ſent to joyne their prayers to his. Hee confeſſed that it was Marſi[ia's beauty which firſt 
(at the inſtigation of the deyill drew him to that adultery with her, and this poyfoning 
of his owne wife Honoria, whereof from his heart and ſoule, hee now aftirmed heeim- 
plored remiſſion of God, ofthe Law, of his ſonne Dor Tuan, and of all the world, and 
prayed them all to bee more godly and lefle (infull by his example, and ſo kneeling 
downe, and praying a little whiles to himſelfe, hee role up, and putring off his gowne, 
ruffe, and doublet, which hee gave to the Executioner, hee binding his head and eyes 
with his handkerchiefe, bade him doe his office, which he preſently performed, and 
with one blow of the ſword, made a perpetuall double divorce betwixt his head and 
his ſhoulders, his body and his ſoule 5 when preſently according to his ſentence, both 
his head and his body were then and there burnt and conſumed to fire, and his aſhes 
throwne into the ayre. | 

And this was the deplorable life and death of De Perez, Idiaques, and Marſillia, of 
whom the ſpectators (according to their ſeverall humours and affeGiions) ſpake di- 
verſly, all condemning the bloudy cruelty of De Perez towards innocent Mathurina,and 
of 1d5aques towards his vertuous wife Honoria. Agaime, ſom? piticd, and others execrg- 
ted Marſiltia s youth, beauty , and luſt ; but both ſexes, and all degrees of people (as fo 
many lines terminating in one Center) magnifted the providence and Juſtice of God,in 
fo miraculouſly and condignlycutting off theſe monſters of ature, and bloudy but- 
chers of mankinde. ,_ RGA 

And if the curioſity of the Reader will yet farther enquire, what afterwards beeame 
of Dor Inan; The reports of him are different, for as firſt I heard that his diſcontentand 
iefe was ſo great, yea, ſo extreame for the death of his Parents and wife, that he cloi- 
himſelfe up a Cepuchin Fryer intheir Monaſtery at Madrid : So contrariwiſe I have 
ſince credibly beene enformed, that hee ſhortly after theſe diſaſters left Spaine, and 
ſtill lives in Saxtarem in Portugal in great honour, welfare, and proſperity , But 
which of theſe his reſolutions are moſt inclining ant adherent to the truth, 
It paſſeth beyond my knowledge, and therefore ſhall come too, 
| ſhort of my afhrmation. 
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ed for uvbbbery; and at his exetution accufeth Mailerina for hiring biz; to peyſon La 
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[of-!fore for-one (aut of the heate ofhis malice or fumes of his 

Gem nr to poyſon;':or:murther:another; fith Nature doth 

onfelyampugne; and Grace ( witha high hand) infinite- 
'torxradi@& 1ebT herefore| were not our hearts and under- 
adingteither wholly.deprived of Cowon ſence, or our 
{ "ſbblevofthe gratious aſfiftance &.favour of God, we would 
vſ / 996t4Hivs ſofariouſlyahdprophanelymake our ſelves guilty 
S—otheſe infernall fins; but rather/(with our beſk endevours) 

Wea 1 re as Hol and:(with hs moſtpibus reſolutions). to hataapd 
deteſt them astheDevill himſelfe who is the prime Aut Pon and Actor thereof. yt 
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ſome ſuch monſters of Nature, and Difciples of Satan there are here on Earth.A feare- 


full and lamentabl- Exam OE of this enſujng Hiſtory will ſbew us. ns 
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gol iden ds. IIa. man, (mage Noble by 
birth, than wy years ate and Monfiexr de Vimory, tho let 
two ſormes behinde him, ragnS; hy pn named Momſfexr De Harcourt, nid the les 
Monſieur De Hantemont, who were two very proper young Gentlemen, excelfemly well 


bred and qualified, as well in Arts as Armes, or in any other vertue or perfe&tion 
den Fat was Y;op ite IF a; ow = approve themſelves to be the ſonnes of 
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ws ſion haſt and head-ſtrong 3 Harcourt has alight Aubrun beard, which (like a 
Countrey be Cold, he wore n RR & er "the Ovall cut ; Hantemont had a 


coale acke both ich (Co kehe worein form Fan invaled Pyramides; 
Harcou he back: moet , yery chaſte ad haneſk 5 Huwderhort was twen- 


ſhall noverfucdive = burwich the end of ET They.many tunes & tage” 

ther fot'the eomduttion and _ oktheir, Eſtates, which they\promuſet 

withmore fragility than luſtre; arid moxe. ({6l;d. diſcretion thany. 

orſeperfiuity;'md nottolivein Paris, or to follow.the Court, og 66 

fitexwoe its the Coumrey, To whictrend they. gut, many gngroReety 

of ſervants, horſes, and houndd;which:their fathies kept: They tikewie yow each to 

other to bee herveg charie and carefull in their mariages, i well fore-ſceing and 

knowing itto bee the eg part of their earthly ftelicity or miſery. So ore we Sony 
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A yeare and halfe is not fully expired and paſt away fincetheir father paſt fromEarth 
toHeaveg, but the eldeſt brother Moxſjewr De Vimory being extreamly ambitiogsand 
coveton®f wealth, and underſtanding that a rich Counlellour of the Court of Paxrlia- 4 
ment of Dijon, nam=d Monſteur De Baſieni was dead , and hadlefra very rich widow,(of 3 
ſome forty yeares of age) nam2d Mi4mmoy/elle Maſſerina, he earneſtly ſeekes hegin.mar+ | 
riage. Shee is of ſhort ſtature, corpulent and far,of a coale-black haire, and if fame ro- 
wards her bee a traeand nota tatlinzgodd=fſ>, ſhze hathyand (till is, a.lover of Venus, 
anda Votarefſe who often ſacrificeth to Cupids laſcivious Altars and Shriges. Harcourt 
18 very averſe and bitter agrinſt this-match for his brother. They have.many {eri- 
ous conſultations hereon 1: | Heealleageth himithe inequality of her age and birth in 
compariſoyof his, her corpulency,”the ill getting of her;Husbands goods, whowas 
held a corrupt Lawyer, and (asth+'voyce of the world want) who. gained his wealth 
bythe tzares an4 curſes 6f many of his ruin:d and decayed Clients. ; and when hee 
fawthat nothing:would prevatile to diſſwade his brother fxom her, he rounds him in 
his eare,; that ic was ſpokenand brauted in Dzzon, that ſhee was not as chaſte as rich, nor 
ſo contin2ntascovetous; Vimory is all enraged hereaty and chargeth ,Harcoxrt his. bro- 
therto name the reportersof this foulte ſcandall vom'ted forth (quoth hee) againſtthe 
vertuzs & hanour of 2haſtz Myſerinas Harcourt replies, that he ſpeakes it wholly upon 
fams, noway upon knowledge, much lefſe upon bzleefe 3 ſo Yimorybeing wilfally 
deateto his brothers advice arfd requeſts, (and preferring Maſſerirea's wealth to her ho- 
neſty) hee marries her. But ſhze is wiſe for her! ſelfe, as firſt (both by. promiſeand 
contra) ſheeties himto this condition 3 that hee ſhall receweall her rents, which are 
ſome: twelve hundred Crownes per Amr, ſhee to put herready money to Uſe into 
whoſe hands ſhe pleaſeth, and hee alfo to have the on? halfe of the intereſt money, but 
the principall ſtill toremaine in herowne right, propriety, and poſleſſion, and aswell 
mherlife asdeath, to bze wholly at her owne diſpoling. | Þ*% 

Not long after Harcourt being ata great wedding (of a Gentleman his Coufin Ger- 
mane) at the-City of Troyes (in Champagne) hee there at the balles (or publike dancin 
efpiesa moſt{weet and beautifullyoung Gentlewoman, whom he preſently fancieth 
and affects for his wife - Hee enquires what ſhee is, and findes her to bee named Mada- 
moyſelle La Precoverte, dairghter to an aged Gentleman of that City , tearmed Monſciur 
de la Vaquery:' Harcourt courts the daughter, ſeeks the father, finds the firſt willing, and 
the' ſecond delirous, but at laſt hee plainly and: honeſtly informes Harcourt, that his 
daughters chiefeſt wealth, are hervertues and beauty z that hee hath not much 
land,andlefſe mony that he hath two great ſuits of Law for ſtore of Lands depending 
in the Parliament of Dion, which promiſe him ſtore of money, and that he will future- 
ly impart a great part thereof to him, if he will marrie his daughter, the which{for the 
preſent)he tels him;he 1s-content to make good & confirm to-him both by bond & con- 
tract. Harcourt loves his faire young Miſtre(ſe La Precoverte ſo tenderty and dearly,as he 
tsready to eſpouſe her on thoſe tearms, but he willfirſt acquaint his brother YVimory ther- 
with, and take his advice therein./imory infornies his brother Harcourt,that he knowes 
Monſienr Ds Vaquery , of Troyes, ta be a very poore Gentleman, that moſt of his lands 
are morgaged out, and-ih great danger never tobe redeemed ; that his law ſuits areas 
uncertaine, as the following thereof chargeable. Harcourt extols the beauty of Ls Pre- 
coperte to him tothe skie . 3 - Y5mory replies, that beauty fades and withers with a ſmall 
tune, and that thoſe who preferre it to wealth, aremany times enforced to feed on,re+ 
pentance in ſtead of content and joy;! anil:to looke poverty in the face in ſtead of pro- 

rity. But Harcourt having deepely fetled his aftetion on La Precoverte, he rejefteth 
th and wholeſome counſell of his brother, and ſo marries her : When forgetting 
his former tft to his þrother; 'hee ina ſmall time, turnes a great Prodigall, aban- 
doneth eto-all filthy vices,arid beaſtly courſe of life, and as amoſt deboſhed and 
graccleſle bunkdnd (within/ane yedre): he for:no cauſe quarrelleth;very often with this 
faire and deare wife; then whom, neither 5 Chompogee nor Burgwedie had Bled; 
RE le 'E 3 | | Maths 
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P beautifall or vertwousYyoubg Gentlewoman ; ſhee was of ſtature tall and ſlender, of a 
| brightflaxch hiife; 4 gratious eye, a motleſt countenance, a pure Lillie-roſeat com- 
plexion; of x mHde nature, and ſweet diſpoſition, reſpe@fully courteouMoall the 
world, and exceedingly devout and religious towards God, av perpetually making it 
her ptadtiſe; dehight, 'and glory, to conſume a great part both of her time and of her 
ſeWeit prayer; andin the fervice of God. me | 
And' achough-ſhee were formerly:Tought forin marriage by many as good Gentle- 
ine as Harconft,yet ſhe ecatld fancy none, not affe&tany manor her husband but him« 
ſ{elfe. Never cpu mote carefull or more defirous to pleaſe a husband than ſhe;and 
45 (fot one whole yeare)Y It was her former content and joy to fee him tobea provident; 
kinde, #nd loving Husbatid'to her, ſonow itis her matchleſſe griefe andealamity,':to 
ſet his good natute perverted, his reſolutions tranſported, and his afteCtions drowhed 
in deboſhed'and vitious company. - Shee leaves no ſweet advice, - nor courteousre- 
and' perſiyaficons thatremnypred:ito reclaimie him from theſe his foule vices of 
; enneſle,' (wearmg, dicing, evill company, and whoredome 3 for of noleſle ſins 
Iv &vality, tor fewer in wearaber, ſhe (with extreame griefand ſorrow) ſees him to bee 
No : Butal this will not prevaite, ho nor her infinite teares and ſighs which many 
Thee ſpetids and ſheds to himbeth at boord and bed, yea, and ſometimes on her 
knee ;" butt Rillwith & wtetched violence, and fintull impetuoſity ) he goes on inthis 
itfrons courſes, and my and cofverſation; neither caring for his health,or his 
eftire #hd meanes, but wilfully hegle&ts the firſt, and prodigally waſtes and conſumes 
the Keond, Whereat ſheewonderfullygrieveth and lamenteth.. She often requeſterh 
Piwory his brother, atid LaYaquery het father to perſwade and divert himftom theſe 
to uligyoly Conrſes and enormous vices, which threatens no lefſe than the utter rune; 
nd mevitable ſhipwrack'of all their fortunes : but they likewiſe cannot prevaite; al- 
though his Brother Yimory ( with whom they hve and ſojournc) every houre and riche 
he fees nm, doe ROIDNS and labour with him to that effe& : For now he giving 
n& Hetiits to his vices and prodigalities, hee fels away his lands peece-meale, wherear 
his brother Yi4#0y ftormeth and rageth againſt him, and his vertuous ſweet wifemmoſt 
ly weepeth and lamenterh. But as a baſe Gentteman, and a moſt unkinde:dnd 
ubgratefull Hasband, he laughs at herteares,ſmileth at her ſighes, and contemnettrand 
ſee both thern and ther ſelfe. And it now falling out, that ny her father 
lofing both of his Law ſuits at Dzz9#, where they ( by the votes and 1entence of that 
Cort of Parlrament) are adjudged againſt him, whereby hee was utterly ramed bork 
in his and eſtarefor ever Harconrt hereat fo {lights and negle&ts his wife, as hee 
tearmes her beggers brat, threatneth to ſend her home to Troyes to her Father, ahdſer- 
fing ill at randome, cares tiot what becomeseither of himſelte or her, who poore fweet 
GentJewoman is ſoextreamely afflited , and as it were weighed downe iwith all theſe 
calamities and mhiſeries \ = -qory with the vices and diſcourtefies of her husband) as 
theth;and in herſoule hourely prayetlunto Godsthat ſhe were 


in her heart ſhe dafly w | 
out fthixlifh, / Ad it Beaven, infinity lamenting and athouſand timtsa day report 
ring'that eyer-it washer hard fortuteto ſee her Husband, and her woefull thancexs 
marry him. ButhoWto remedy or redrefle thee her miferies ſhee knowesnot. 
| Fornow doe her Hughthids vices and prodigalities make him daily grow poorer and 
poorer, in'fo x red 51 lefſe than three younes) heexs become the ſkame cf hinitelfe, 
thee@ttempt dF his enemies, the pittieof his friends apd Kinsfolkes, and'the extreatue 
eriefe of his {Weetand deare-wife, forthat her hath well neere fpent all, and almoſtteft 
nothing to maintaime himſcife;much lefle tomaintame her, whoſe griefes are ſogreat, 
and forrowes nite, as her roſeaticheckes now Jooke thin and pale; her ſweet eyes 
| bſeu ing oaks maar nmr lamentable amanner, that 
xceeSinp)yfick;' and her difeontent and difconſolayon 1s8lmoſt ſoremedi- 
et)? biit canotbe comforted, for thar her Hutband whom ſhethougtit 
rovediheatymaeyr of herjoy.andprofpernty, -Hnowhetomerhe cauk 
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of her endleſle griefe, and rhe objec of her macchleſie calainity and miſery. Thus lea- 
ving her ſgrrowes, ſighs and teares;tobe diminiſhed through time, or diffipated and de- 
faced by God, The order of our Hiſtory 1nvites and-conjures me now againe to ſpeake 
of this her baſe arid deboſhed Husband, who hath many beaſtly and Lloudy pattsto a&t 
herein. F wo | 
Whoſelewd life and prodigahties:enforcing him now to behold poverty, becauſe 
heretofore hegiſdained/to look onfrugality and providence: Seeing his wealth waſted, 
his landsentherſ6K or mortgaged, himſelfe forſaken of his brother and friends, his re- 
putation loſt, hisdebrs preat, his creditors many,and who now began togrow extreame 
clamorots atidſtandalousto him : Hee knowes motwhich way to looke, or howor 
- where tb turnchiayſelfe, ro/find out ſome mvention and meanes to repaire the decayes 
aid ruigesof theſe bis myſerable fortunes, and ſotto. beare tp and ferew himfelfe agai 
int6 the eye and repure of the world. When kisneceſhty. gaming upon his heart an 
nattite, and Sithn wpon his Conſcienceand Soule, :de knowing his brothers wife Maſ- 
ring & be rich/and wanton, he will become founffanhfull rohisowne wife, ſo-ingrate- 
full and treacherous to his owne brother, and ſodifhonourable and tgnobleto himſelfe, 
as tb/#ttetn pt to g21n0 her affeCtion from him, and to draw her to hisowne lewd and 
laſcivious defires,''whereon his irregular hopes did more than partly grow confident, 
becaufe hee flatters himſelfe with this true, yet fooliſh beleefe, thatas hee. was ſeven 
yearesthe outptr,fo he was twice ſeven times a p_ man than his brother. When 
taking tine atsdyamtaye, as his brother and her tasband Yimrory were rid to Diionz' he 
finding her ind wonderfull-pleaſant humour, .and exceedingly diſpoſed to be inerry, 
when {God knowes) his owne ſweetand forrowfall wife, -was (according to her fre- 
uentcuſtome)diſconſolately ather prayers and booke in tier owne chamber, and her 
460ts ſhut tohet,” then, then I ſay, hee taking his faid lifter inlaw Maſeria to a win- 
dow in's private Parlor,hee there (for himſclfe,orthe devill for him) breakes his mind 
to het, and is 1{b farre from ſhame, av he gloriestoa make het acquainted with his deepe 
affe&tion, and Iaſcivious ſuit to her : Neither doth he fatte'of his hopes, or they of his 
voluptuons deſires, for he findes this his filter arlaw fo diſhoneſthy ptepared, and ſo 
laſtfully reſ6blved and diſpoſed to gratithir his delires, that ſealing her affetion to bim 
with tnany miles, as he did his to her. with more kifles,ſhe 1sſo impudent,ſo graceleſle, 
as at this his very firſt motion;ſhe vowes to him the hath not the power to deny him any 
thing,and therefore moſt cheerefully and willingly gives htm her heartand her ſelfe, 
andhe doth the like to her,which they matuallyratifie and confirme between themwith 
many private kiſſes; and athorous daliances, asalto with 1nany ſectet proteſtations,and 
folemne vaths: Butbecauſe Satan is, therefore God will not be preſent at thistheir vi- 
tous contratt, and laſcivious combination. | | 
Thus Hvfcomrt and his ſiſter in law Maſſerina, having no regard to their honours orre- 
ations; to their hearts of conſciences, totheir ſoules or to God, hee pollutes his bro- 
thers bed im poſſeſſing his wives body, and makes it both his delight and pradtife tbde- 
file and contaminate his glory, 'in that of her [hame; and of his owne irifamy. And now 
his pockets and purfe are againe fill'd and cramm'd with coine, for he gives her kiſles 
for her gold, ant fitee returnes him gold for his kiſſes. 'Hereupon he puts hidiſelfe ar 
ine into newand rich apparell, but yet is ſo baſe, unkind, and ingratefwll to his owne 
&et and vertuons wife, "that he will giveher neitticr gold notnew apparel), but pe 
mits her to goe in her old, Brtroadde more miſeries to hermiſery, and rmore new 
griefes and calamities to'htr-old(becauſe ſhe is equally an eye fore both tolhimſclfeand 
to her) kee will no longer pu heres live with him,*that be may the mote often.anl 
the more freely and fecurely familiarize with his old ſiſter, or rather now with hisnew 
love Maſſetime-'$6 (without any regard to her birth,ot reſpe& to her youth.and vertutes, 
or withouttonfidering that God had made her hib wife, and therefore the otherhalc 
ofhimſelfe) heeſendc her how toher father at Trozes, giving her but a poore little 
nagge, and 4 rigged foot-boy, onely with-{o much money as could bardly my 
cf 
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her 1hither, giving her neither money nur apparell, nor any thing elſe which was t c- 
feeming or fit for her, although through the black and obſcure 5 of hys vice+ a1 « 
1ngratitude, the bright and relucentSur- beames of her excellent perfeions and ve r- 
tues in herſelfe, and of her conſtant affeGtionto him, will for ever. moſt radiantly rc- 
iplend and ſhine to all the world, eſpecially to thoſe who had the honour to know her 
Iiving,or who ſhall now or hereafter reade her Hiſtory after her death: Andinever were 
thoſe her ſweet perfeCtions and vertues either more conſpicuous and/glorious in her, 
than now at her enforced exile,and forrowtfull baniſhmentand departure from her hus- 
band : For although he were cruelly unkinde, or unkindely crue}l ther, yet knowing 
and conſidering him to be her.Husband, ſhe therefore holds it her dufy/ and conſcience 
{till to attend and wait on him as his wife, and not, either ſoſcone ex{0 ſuddenly,tofe- 
parate her ſelfe from him.When her eyes ſce, her jadgement.knowes,her heart doubrs, 
and her ſoule feares, that then more than ever his vices wanted her prayers, . and his 
{innes her vertues and preſence, to ſeeketo reCtifie and reforme the m. But although ſhe 
defeended folow from her ſ:]fe tohim in her affe&on' and humility, as with batter 
ſighs and tearesto caſt her (elfe an her knees to begge and requeſt him, that (as by the 
lawes of marriage and nature, and of conſcience and grace)ſbe was obliged and bound, 
{othatſhe might enjoy the content and happineſle to live and die-with him, beingin- 
hnitely contented, and extreainelydefirous, as ſhe then affirmed, (and againe and a- 
gaine repeated and confirmed to him) to paiticipate and beare her part ard ſhare, as 
well in his poverty as proſperity, yet hee Gs anignoble Gentleman, anda baſe and vi- 
tious Husband) having wholly taken away his keart and afted ion from this his ſweer 
and vertuous wife La Precoverte, and fully and abſolutely given it to his laſciviousfifter 
in law Maſſerina, hee (I ſay) is ſo hard hearted, ingrateſull and treacherous towards her 
( as without any reſpett to her teares, or regard to ber prayers) heewill no way permit 
herto live with hjm/inSt. $iapliciare or Sens, at his brothers, nor yet vcuchſateto bee 
pleaſed togoe and live with herto Troze-ather fathers : Put here we may obſerve his 
malice in hrs diſdaine,and his diſdaine in his malice towardsthisdeare and ſweet young 
Gentlewoman his wife, (of whom 'God knowes, andthe world ſees, heeisno way 
worthy) for hee will grant her neither of theſe her two molt reaſonable and lovipg xe- 
ueſts, but indeed (rather as a devill than a man, and a tyrant than a Husband) he with 
> ns loekes and ſpeeches, commands her away his ſight and preſence, without 
once giving her ſo much as one poore kifle, as hee was bound 1n affection, or (which 1s 
yet leſle) a poore farewell at their parting, as hee was obliged Eoth in conſcience:and 
chriſtjanity. So this ſweet diſconſolate Gentlewoman(in a manner breaking, her breaſt 
with her ſighes and drowning her cheekes with her teares) only with. her pcote little 
nag and ragged foot boy, is by her flinty hearted Rusband turned out of his Brother 
Vimories houſe at Saint 8implician; andſoin this ſlender wanner,and baſe equipageen- 
forced ſoftly, diſcontendedly, and ſorrowfully to ride here tothe poore Gentleman 
-herFather at Troyes, yea and ſuch was the malice, and - policy of Harcourt, her cruel! 
'Husband, that thig ſodaine departure of hers was purpoſely acted when his Brother Yi- 
worie, and his wife Mofſerina were at another mannor Fouſe of his ſcme eight leagues 
off, tothe end;; that they might not ſee, or take leave of her r or ſhee of them, ſoallcw- 
ing our ſweet and ſorrowfull La Precoverte by this time at Trozes with her aforetaid Fa- 
ther ;I will for a time there leave her, to the exerciſe of her patience, *to the pictic of 
her prayers, and to the-pleafure and providence of God. rf ben 
Now doth our diſſoyall and treacherous Harcowrt, at his pleaſure frolique it out in 
Saint Simplician with his laſcivicus Siſter in Law, and Strumpet Maſſerina, yea they arc 
now growne {o.impudent, ſo careleſle, fo oraceleſſe;in theſe theirobſcane Da}liances. 
thatit Fimoriethe Hut band and Maſter dce not, yet bis Servants cannot chooſe but take 
deepe notice and exaQt and perſet Knowledge thereof; Onelyhe obſerves a late alte- 
rationin his Brothers fortunes, that he'ts become farre bxaver in his apparel}thenac- 
cuſtomed, and hath more ſtore of Crownes in his pocket at his command than heretc- 
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fore, both toplay and ſpendathis/pleaſure. Only'from, whence this his. golden Myne 
fhould proceed: hee-knowes not 3 except having heretofore: made ſome progreflig 
and expernnentsin the Chymicall Science (or myſtery: of Alchymy) he had now fo 
the Eliwar of the Philoſophers Stone, but his curioſity inthisQ=ere proceeds nofurther, 
much leſle his Judgement; but leaſt of all his Suſpition-or Jeloufie, ud :dnwn 
Butthe graceleſie Vanityand Ambition of Hurcourt will yet flyea pitch.and degree 
higher in.theayreof Ingratitude and treachery towards his Brother #3 ſora little 
goldcannotnedeeme' his Lands, normake up the\money and great breaches of his for 
merprodigalities;neither will a few kiſſes and embraces oftbat haſifull Name his Siſtex 
Mefarina appeale his unchaſte appetite, or fatisfie his n{atiableluſt, and laſcgivious der 
res. Whereforeat onetimeand caſt, to ſet nature and bonobur at take, 12nd, ſo com: 


mandang his heart and thonghts.to trample on both of them,without any reſpect,on x6» 


gard toeither, hee'contrives and a{humes this vitious and .treqeherous ay 5s, ; yok 
having alverdy taken the aftuath poſlefion of her body, /hee- ſhould theg bkewnls dag 
ſo-of her gold, yea of alt her whole Eftate , and fofiyeaway with her, ;whboſe El (are 
(through bislong difltonefd familiarity with her) he now knowes t@be grep; 7 5p * 
eater then his Brother Yi»-0rie hey husband-either ever knew or dreaaxt of '4] W here» 
Thee with auch ſuperficial affeQion, / and artificial flattery-and infinuation, hee, 
_ breakes = motion boy her, but her orrar ren correſponding TY F 
la(civions defires ikewite aymipg and wtendiog/ that way; (he-freely gies p19) NET 
coofene thereunto, and to that Ret lhe very ſecretlydrawes inal her pe dit gold, 
together with alt her plate, Rings, and Jewels carefully,and privately packst,Þp, 
andfo:theyflye away together ; In a morning when her and bis Brother was 
with his ſervants gone forth a hawking and huncing for allqharday, hee WikhQut eV: 
making his wife, or the her Husband once'acquainned therewitH./imory 15 2268d;ant 
LaPrecoverte emveamely perplexed and afflicted arthe ftrangenefſeof thaw Fel ag: 
f 
YET 


of) baſe clandeſtine departure'y; And although ( inregand of his atieftionto h1g; 

hee were once reſolved to ſend and makes after them/for rheir ftay && appach«nſon, 

at laſt,to avoidthe univerſall ſcandall of the world (which thereby in ſtead of Hopping 
one tongue, wouldaffuredlylet toofe many, hee leaves the > of this treacherous 
Accidemto Tune, and the due reward and true puniſhment thereof to God.! NOW, the 
firſt place of fafery and ſhelter which Hurvanrs and Mufftrina flye unto, istholixgng ty, 
of Geneve( which dependsnot of Fravce ;08 Savoy, burof God,aud tie felhwherethey 
take two chambers, and live together, having:no {ervantat all roattendar followtheny 


and Alexandria) whither hee goes to fell ipaway, in'tegard (as he 
both this Gentlewoman (whom hee reſolvgs to leavethore; and pre 


end of this ſmalFrime,, underſta 


{trates'6f that City began ts 

theiraQtions; Then'they Ss 

Religion onelyto be « claake vs overvalle th way rro 

to _ her before he goo to Mil/wm, Whittrindeed affords frog mri LIE RYH, 
and melody to the thoughts and minde the w ict fi 
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eſteemed to be the chiefelt felicity ſhe could defire upon earth) exculing the alter att- 
on of this ik teſ6lution-upon her ſickneſle and indiſpoſitien (which alſo was as fall® 
amd covnterfent; as the pretence of their proteſtant Religion was'feigned and hypor 
critical} 4d t6 that end hee acquaints the Miniſters and the Ancients of the Church 
therewith; But they beingas regular intheir actions as he was exorbitant, and as pious 
in their interitions as he was prophanein. his, queſtion him to ſhew ſome authenticall 
certificit' fromthat Proteſtant Church or Churches in Poi@ox ( where they aver they 
formetly dwary that they were both of them Proteſtants by religion, and thattheir 
marriage was honourable andno way clandeſtine ; affirming to him, that it was againſt 
therules 6ftheir religion; the Conſtitutions of their Church, and the lawes of their Ci= 
ty, to doe 6therwiſe, citherto them, or to any ſtrangers whatſoever; Which Harcourt 
well perceiving, He now comes too ſhort in his arithmeticke, and having none to ſhew 
themin thargature, hee {weats under the ſaddle and fo {lacks his importunacy there- 
ir/ and purs* 6ff with a ſpecious excuſed dilatory delay 3 When acquainting his Maſ- 
ſerina'th&ewith, they both are _y afflicted and grieved, thusto ſee their hopes 
nmipt, ahd their expectarrons and deſires of marriage fruſtrated, and blaſted in the very 
Rand blefſornes 3 and now they ſee that theirabode and ftay in Geneva, neither can, 
flor muſt bee long, ' But here betides them another unlooked for accident which will 
ly tranſport them-thence 3 ; 
1 'Tt4g the pleaſure and mercy of God, that Noe/ ( Harcovrts man) isnot a little grie- 
ve in heartiandiafflifted/in mind, to ſee his maſter guilty of this foule and treacherous 
Eine; wn ſtealing: m_ 5 rm his Brothers wife, and entertaining and ufing her as 
kis 6wne.' Hee krio | itely this their adultery is diſpleaſing to God, and 0- 
Aious tomen, ahd ho bfiteand repugnant it is toGrace and Nature. Wherefore 
olding it'#'trouble to Fiyminde.a vexation to his heart, anda 1ſcruple to his conſcience 
any longer to ittend and follow them, becauſe he is aſlured,that the divine Juſtice and 
vengeance of God;will never permit them to golong cither undetected or unpuniſhed, 


Hee calling t6 bis remembrance ithe ſweet vertues and chaſtity of his Miſtris Le Preco- 
verte; and (by 'oppofition and Antitheſis) comparing them to the foule vicesand 
whoredomies of Maſſtriza, hee out of his duty to the firſt, and'deteſtation to the ſecond, 
thougha bid Servanctorhis Maſter, yet was a.good Chriſtian toGod, gives his Miſtris 
Lk precovetre very ſecretiniteligence , of his maſters laſcivious reſiding and living here 
in Genevawith Maſtrins,whereof he ſends her word, he is a very ſorrowfull and unwil- 
Hi eye witneſle, and folcavesthe reformation thereof, firſt toGod,. and thento her 
18. /Outverttious '(weet Gentlewoman La Precoverte, is wonderfully atftti&ted: and 
grieved; atthis toule-crime of adultery betwixt her Husband, . and his Siſter Maſeriza, 
rherextherchaſte heart towards bam, and her pure: and religious ſoule towards God, 
NE heradteatytrar: ta earth; {ighes to-heaven. Once ſhe thought coacquainr 
her brother oy herewith, bit then fearing that his juſt choller might peradventure 
exaſperae Him againlher tluaband, ſheeaguine as ſoone forlakes that opinion andin- 
vt" as Hoddiigitmarediſcretionaud ſafer to be filent berein towards bir, And yet | 
rpriefes ond afflictions with God(whoſe ſacred advice and aſhſ{tance how 

to beareh in. this aGtion awd accident, .ſhee; religiouſly imploxes) | ſhee at laſt 
deemed it's part bath of ber affeftion, . duty, /and conſcience, touſe her beſt zealeand 
Jevogrttoreulaime them. from:this their abhominable, $ beaſtly courſe of life. And 
| figcknefſe will not (according to her deliresand 
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Her Letter to her Husband imtimated this. 


LA PRECOVERTE to HARCOVRT. 


as F cannot but wonder that his divine Tuſtice will permit Geneva, or any other place of 
the world to containe you without puniſhing you for it 5 yeawhen 1n this foule crime of yours, 
7 conſider her by my ſelfe, and you by your Brother Vimorye, T find that his griefe proves 
my ſhame, an4 my ſhame his griefe, and that you and her are the true cauſes of both. Thave ex- 
amined my thoughts and aFions, my heart and ſoule , and cannot conceive that F have any way 
deſerved this your ingratitude towards me, and therefore faile not to certifie mee why and where- 
fore you have undertaken this vitious and lewd courſe of life, which in the end will aſſuredly pro- 
duce thy miſery, as now already it doth your infamy, except your contrition to God, doe ſpeedi- 
ly redeeme it. And in regard that you are my Husband, and that Thoth hope and beleeve it to 
be the firſt fault in this kind and nature, I therefore hold you more worthy of my pitty than of my 
hatred, and of my prayers then of my curſes. $0 if you will abandon your deboſhed Siſter, and 
come home and live with mee who am thy chaſte and ſorrow ſull wife, my armes and heart ſhall be 
as open as ever they were, both to receive and forgive you, yea, I will wholly forget what is paſt, 
and prepare my ſelfe to welcome you home, with a thouſand $ miles and Kiſſes, if you will reſolve 
and remember henceforth to love mee as mnch, as formerly ' (without can'e or reaſon) you have 


neeleFed and hated mee. 


ds Onr flight and Adiiltery withthat graceleſſe $trumpet Maſſerina, 7 ſo diſpleaſing ts God, 


La PRECOVERTE.' 
Her Letter to Maſſerina, bewrayd theſe paſſions. 
LA PRECOVERTE to MASSERINA. 


O longer Siſter , but lewd ſlrumpet , was it not enough for thee to abuſe thine own Hyus- 
band, but that thou mmſt likewiſe bereave me of mine, who is his owne and onely Brother: 
4s if a ſingle ſinne and ingratitude, conld not content thy laſcivious luſt,or ſatisfie thy inordinate 
deſires : but that thy impiety to God, and prophaneneſſe and obſcenity to thy ſelfe; ſhould make 
thee guilty of ſo'fOule a crime as Adultery, and which is worſe, of ſuch a foule and baſe Adultery 
as comes very neere to the worſt kinde of Inceſt 5 whereof thy thoughts and heart can informe 
thee, and thy conſcience and ſoule aſſure thee, it will hereafter make thee as truly miſerable, as 
now thou falfly thinkeſt thy ſelfe happy. Wherefore triumph not.to have made my griefe thy glory, 
and my affiittion thy felicity, for God (who is as juſt, as powerfull) will requite my wronges in 
thy Perforr, ard when thou leaſt dreameſt thereof, his Divine puniſ} ments will ſharpely ſcourge 
#nd revenge thy laſtivious pleaſures, except thou dejeF and proftrate thy ſelfe at the feet of his ſas 
red Mere with true contrition, and at the Altar of bic ſaving Grace with unfeined reyentance 
th fl, y reſtoring -my Husband to mee, and thy ſelfe to thine, and by making thy peace 
God, a 2##ſo highly and hainouſly thou haſt therein offended 3 which if thou doe, thox 
Wayeft hen reeſtabliſh thy fortunes, andredeeme thy reputation, or elſe for ever aſſuredly ruine 
both then and thy ſelfe.” So ifT ſee* thee to imbrace this chaſte, and to follow this vertuous and 
KV: #f0u9 conſe, 1 will aggine" aſſume the name of a Siſter,and leave that ofa Strumpet towards 
#hee;yea, t will wholly forget theſe thy (almoſt unpardonable) wrongs and diſgraces which thou 
uffereſ# mee,artdl for ever bury then in perpetual ſlence, and eternal oblivion. 
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' Her Meſſenger arriving at Geeva, he firſt findes out Noel, and then ſecretly delivers 
theſe two Lt 0 Hah and Maſſerize, who much muſing and more wondring 
thereat, withdrawing theinſelyes into their Inner Chamber, they there breake up the 


© "Tha 
\ s SV 5 
« HAF'S2\ 


l 4 ; 
$ o = 
* 
44 4 i" - 


, *% ©; 
| a —— ———C—— _—— 


4 


CEO EY 


172 ” Gods Revenge againſt Murtber. - BookelV. 


ſeales and peruſe them 5 Whereat their hearts galled, and their Conſciences ſo netled 
and ſtung as they cannot refraine from bluſhing formeere ſhame; and then againe,from 
not looking pale with meere _ thereat. Thus looking ſtedtaſtly each on other, 
their owne guiltineſle doth for the time preſent ſomewhat afthct and perplexthem. 
Harcourt wondereth at his wifes boldneſſe in writing to him 3 and Maſſerina 1s not a lit- 
tle diſmaid and daunted toſee that her husband hath not written unto her.” Harcowrt 15 
diſcontented with his wifes'peremptory Letter, Maſſerina is apprehen(ive & tearefull of 
her Husbands ſilence, when againe changing their conceits and thoughts which incon- 
ſtantlyalter, and extravagantly range, without any intrinſicall peace, or tranquillity 3 
Harcourt thinking of his Brother Yymorzes ſilence, attributes it to contempt and hatred, 
and Maſſerina contemplating & ruminating on her ſiſter 7a Precovertes choller,reputs it 
to extreame griefe,ſorrow and Indignation; But at Jaſt conſulting together hereon,they 
both of them concurre and fall upon this reſolution 3 that tocolour out their laſcivious 
life, they by their anſwersto her, muſtovervaile it with much ſeeming chaſtity, and 

retended ſanCtity and piety. And the better to prevent any danger which may proceed 
Kom Vimories (ilence, or revenge,theymult remove from Geneva, and ſpeedily reſolve 
to forlake and leave it ; When feare giving life to their deſpajre, and delpaire adding 
wings to their feare,they call for pen and paper,and cach returne La Precovertetheir ſe> 
verall anſwers by her owne meſſenger who had ſtrict charge and command from her 
to ſeethem , but not todare once to ſpeake or exchange a word with either of them, 
the which (according to his duty )heevery honeſtly and punctually performed,only to 
ſhew hergratefulneſle to honeſt Noe/}, ſhe gave preciſe order to him to render him ma- 
ny hearty thanks from her for his true reſpect and fidelity towards her,which ſhe would 
never forget nor leave unrecompenced, and yet all this while neither Harcourt nor 
Maſſerina were any way ſufpitious that it was their man Noef which gave La Precoverte 
intelligence of their reſidence 1n Geneva, 


Harcourts Letter to his wife was in theſe tearmes. 
* HARCOvVRT toLa PRECOVERT.E- 


LY Je not raſhly and unjuſtly torment thy ſelfewith jealouſie at my abſence,” for thou ſhalt 
find as much joy theresf at my returne, as now thou beleeveſt and feareſt the contrary. 1 
have wowed to accompany My Siſter in law Maſlerina t9,our Lady of Loreto, which 3s the beſt 
Saint of the beſt Countrey of the world, Italy , (where wee are now ſetting forwards from this 
towne of Geneva ;) to which holy Lady and bleſſed Saint, her Oraijons for hex Huzband, . and 
mine for thee, are and ſhall be as repleat of pure affe# ion andpiety, as thon imaginelt they are of 
iniquity and prophencnelſe True it is, Icommitted an ertour in not acquainting thee with ay 
departure, which I perceive thou eſteemeſs a crime 3 but when ſhortly Iſhall bee ſs.happy to.enjay 
thy ſweet company and preſence,then my juſt reaſons will j uſtly enforce thee both to know and ac- 
knowledge, that that pretended crime of mine 3s leſſe A an erronr.,. and this' exrour feſſethas 
nothing. And if thou wilt yet bee farther inquiſitive why,. or from whence our. jow:: « fir 
derived, I pray let theſe generall tear mes content thy feare, and Jaticf thy jealowfte,.. that it wes 
her devotion and conſcience to-Gor, \ not my deſire or affeFion to her which gave hife andbzrth 
to it 3therefore F hold it rather an unmeriteg cruelty, ' than a condigne penance: either for my 
heart ta be tied to ark forgiveneſſe of ay Phe APA qfYee for this thy pretended crime of mine, 
whereof I am as innocent "as thy feare and jealouſie deemes meeguilty. Therefoxe 1 allow of thy 
piety, 1 accept of thy prayers, yea, and I rejoyce it thy affetion to entertaine, and thy reſoluti- 
on to welcome, mee home with thy [miles and kiſſes when I come, the which ſhall be.if not ſo ſhort- 

ly as thou expe&eſt or I deſire, yet as ſoone as reputation and good ſpeed ſhall permit. 
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Myſſerina's Letter to her ſiſter in law carried theſe lines. 
MAsSERINA to La PRECOVERT £. 


Y departure and abſence hath neither wronged mine owne Hu:band nor abuſed thine, for 
it is my pure zeale to Goa, and not any laſtiviows luſt in my ſelfe which drew mee to this 
devotion to ſee Lotetto , and him (through his goodneſſe) to the reſolution honourably to ac> 
company we thither, and therefore my heart defies that foule ſinne of Adultery, and my ſoule de- 
tes that odiows one of Inceſt, whereof I am farre more innocent than thou thinkeſt mee guilty. 
{ ans ſorry for thy griefe, and I grieve for thy affliF ion. and am ſo farre from trinumphing in the 
one, or glorying in'the other, as Thave given that to my thoughts with paſſion, and this to my 
mwinde with compalſzon, although I confeſſe I have ſmall reaſon to place it ſo neere meegin regard 
thy jealouſie is the ſole authour, and my fidelity and chaſtity no way the cauſe thereof, wherefore 1 
er ſo farre from feariug, as Tlove Goa: juſtice, © becauſe as in other ſennes I have offended his 
Divine Majeſtie, ſo I am ſure that in this I have no way, incurred or merited his indienatios. 
and doe moſt freely referre my fortunes 8nd reputation to his ſacred pleaſure but not to thy ſecret 
diſcontents and ill grounded choller, from which(by the plea of a juſt proviſo) I have all the rea- 
ſons of the worldto appeale, . as alſo for that foule ſcandal and infamous Epithete of « Strumpet, 
which I thought thee too vertnous once to conceive, much ef to name, but leaſt of all for one 
ſofter in law (without cauſe or rea] on) to give to another: But thou art La Precoverte, therefore 
I forget this ingratefall crime of thicze, and I aw Maſlerina, therefore Ifreely and abſolntely 
forgive it and to doe thee as mmch right as thou haſt done mee wrong, Iwill ſilence it in cter- 
nal obſcuri ty and oblivion. 
MASSERINA, 


And isit not worthy of our obſeryation,or rather of our deteſtation, to ſee how impi- 
ouſly theſe prophane wretches deny this their Adultery towards God, and alſo to Ls 
Precoverte,whom they have fo hainouſly offended therewith,and which to Heaven and 
Earth, to Gad and his Angels, and to their owne hearts and conſciences are neverthe- 

lefle asapparent as the Sunne in his brighteſt Meridian, yea, had they not wilfully fled 
from God, and preſumptuouſly abandoned themſelvesto Satan, to contrive ſuch irre- 
ligious excuſes, and to frame ſuch ungodly Apologies, for theſe their foule crimes and 
ences,, and ſo to make Hypocrilie the veile of their Adultery, and the cloake toco- 
ver it fromthe light and light of the world : And is it not a refed ation worthy ot a hal- 
terin this world, and of Hell fire in that tocome,to attempt marriage, when the wife of 
the one, and the Husband of the other, are in perfe& ſtrength, and fill of life and 
health,(eſpecially Maſerina's Hnsband Yimory ) as but right now to their ſhame, not to' 
their glory,they underſtand by La Precoverte: letters to them. To the Magiſtrates of Ge- 
neva they are Proteſtants, and asthey pretended, ſothey then (as they conſtant- 
ly affirmed) intended to live and dye. To La Precoverte in their Letters they are ſound 
Roman Catholikes, and in the ſublimity and ſingularity of their zeale travelling to- 
wards the Lady of Loreto in devotion.O wretched Chriſtians,or indeed rather Omiſera- 
ble wretches;thus with your hypocriſie to think to deceive God, when therein you one- 
ly deceive your owne ſelves and ſoules. For can there be a greater miſery found by us 
onearth, or ſent us by the devill from hell,to make Religion(which of jt ſelfe is a pre- 
cious and ſoveraine Antidote) to become a fatall drugge, and a pernictons ingredient 
topoyſon, not to preſerve our {oules,8& ſo onely to delight our earthly humours and af- 
fetions,& to pleaſe our carnall delires & concupiſcences ?-Of all ſorts of men(after the 

' Atheiſt and the murtherer) the Hypocrite is the verieſt deviJl upon earth, and hee is ſ© 
muchthe more wretched and execrable, in that hee guilds over his ſpeeches, life and 
aCtions with the ſeeming ſhew of piety and devotion,when God and his ulcerated con- 
ſcience know, that he is nothing leſte;..To oe ge yarme in religion, 1s to be prophane, 


not 
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not religious : And as wine mixt with water 1sneither wine nor water, ſo hee thatis 
of two religions is of neither. For God whois ſtill jealous of his owne honour, and of 
our ſalvation, will not onely have our ſoules, but our hearts to ſerve him, and not on- 
ly our hearts, but alſo our tongues to glorifie him, that isto fay,all our aftions,and all 
our affections, not a peece of our heart, but hee will have our whole heart, and noton 
angle or cortter of our ſoule, but our whole ſoule : For in matters of his divine worſhip 
wa, ſervice, (which conſiſts in that of our faith, and of his glory) hee will not admit of 
any Rivall or Competitor, nor be ſerved in any other manner, than as he hath taught 
us by his ſacred Word and Commandements, and inſtrufted us by his holy Prophets, 
and blefled Apoſtles. | 
But againe to Harcourt and Maſſerina;whoſe laſcivious hearts and lewd conſciencesnot 
nitting them to reſt in aſſarance, orreſide in ſecurity any where, the very day after 
they had diſpatched the meſſenger with their Letters to La Precoverte,(holding Geneva 
no place for them, nor they for Geneve) they truſle up baggage, and ſo with much 
ſecrecie leave it, and dire& their courſe to the great and famous Citie of Lyox:,(forne 
two and twenty leagues thence) and which is the frontier Towne of France, and there 
they thinke tofhrowe themſelves among that great affluence and confluence of people 
which inhabire and aboord there from'drvers parts,and they make choyce to live inthis 
frontier Citie, becanſeitis neereto Savey, where if any dangerſhould chance to be- 
tide or befall them, they might ſpeedily and ſafely retire themſelves there, and fo lay 
hold onthe law and privilege of Nations, which 1s inviolable throughout all the world. 
Atthir arrival at Lyons they take their chambers aad reſidence neere the Arſenall, 
though for thetwo firſt nights they liein Fanders-ſtreet. They have not beene in Lyons 
fifteene dayes, but there befe!l them an accident very worthy both of our obſervation, 
and of their remembrance, which was thus 3 A Gentleman of the City of Tholowſe 
named Moxſieur De Blaiſe, having ſome five dayes before treacheroufly killed his el- 
der brother Moxfenr de Barry,in the high wayast Sag yt 2 _—_— upon a quarrel! 
which fell out berweene them, for having deboſhed and clandeſtine ſtollen away his 
faid elder brother De Barray's wife from him, & conveyed & tranſported her away with 
him : There was a privie ſearch then made in Lyons,when that ſame night Harcourt and 
Maſſerina were upon ſuſpition apprehended for them,andlaidin fure keeping.Butthe 
next morning before the Seneſchall and Procureur Filcall, they juſtified their innocen- 
cy, by tnany who knew de Blaiſe,and ſo were cleared;but yetit gave them-both a hot Ca- 
miſfado and fearfull Alarum,and left an ominous impreſſion in their hearts and minds, 
whereof (for the conformity of the circumſtances of this aon with their owne ) had 
they had the grace to have made good uſe, they had not (hereafter) made themſelves 
ſo famouſly infamous,nor conſequently this their hiſtory fo prodigioufly deplorable. 
Hartonrt and Maſſerina whiles they ſtay herein Lyows(as guilt is ſtill accompanied with 
feare doe ſeldome goe forth their lodgings, and when they doe, they (for their better 
ſafety) diſguiſe themſelves indifferent apparell, and for her part ſhe goes ſtill cloſe 
mazked, and muffled np in her Taffera col Yea both of them make it their praQtiſe 
to frequeritthe fields often, but the Churches and ſtreers ſeldome,as if their foule crime 
of Adultery had made-them unworthy, the communion of Gods Saints, and conſe- 
quently all good company too worthyfor them. He exceeding]y feares his brother 7- 
morys ſilence and revenge, and ſhe highly envieth and diſdaineth her ſiſter inLaw Li 
Precevertes jelouſie,$ ſtil] that diſgracefull word of Strumpet(which ſhe upbraided her 
with,and o trudedto her in her Letter)ſtrikes & fincks deepely in her heart & remem- 
brance,in ſuch ſort,thatic ſo poſſeſleth her thoughts with malice; &takes up her minde 
with choller and fierce indignation, as ſhe yowes to her ſelfe not thus to letit paſſe in fi- 
lence, or to vaniſh 8 dye away in oblivion, quite contrary to that which her Jate Letter 
to her fiſter_ Le. Precoverte prowiſed and, ſpake. © And here it is thatthe devill firſt 
- begins to take poſſeſiicn of Her 'Keart, and. by, degrees to ſeize upon her ſoule, 
' 5nd to make her wholly to forfake God. © For knowing La Precoverte to be witt . / 
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to her brother inlawrand lover” Harconrt, (whom ſhe'affects a thouſand 'times dearer 
than her owne Husband; yea, thanher ownelife)) ſhee'is thereforeſb great a beame to 
her eye, ſo /fharpe a thorne to her-heart, and fo bitter a corraſiveto her content, as ſhe 
not onely afſames bad thoughts,burt bad bloud againſt her; For vowingthathone ſhall 
ſbare with her in bis affeftion, ſhee forgetting her Conſcience .and Soule;, Heavenand 
God, is ſpeedily reſolved to cauſe her to be poyſoned, herinraged malice being capa- 
ble of no other excuſe 6r reaſon but this, thatit is impoſſible ſhe can reape any pertect 
felicity or content m earth, till fhee have difpatch't and fent her to:Hearer. To which 
end ſhe jofinuates het {-Ife into the acquaintance of two Apothecaries of that City, and 
deales with them ſeverally and'ſecretly toeffett this helliſh buſinefle, for the which 
ſhe promiſed either: ofthem a hundred crownes of the ſumme in hand, and as much 
more when they have effected it, and fifty more todetray rhe charge of their journey. 
But the devill hath made her ſo crafty & ſubtile,as ſhe ſtill reraines from them,the name 
Maſſerinz and the place Troyes where the party dwelt ;'There are good, and bad men of 
all countreyes, faculties, and profefiions, theſe two Apothecariesate as honeſt as ſhe is 
wretched, and as religious and charitableas ſhe is prophane and bloody,fothe one de- 
nies her requeſt with difdaine and choller, andthe other with charity 'and compaſſion; 
alleaging her many pious conſiderations & reaſons to diſlwade her from this foule and 
bloody aft, the execution whereof, though tacitely , yet infallibly threatneth (ſayes 
hee) nolefle than the utter ſubverſion of her fortunes, ' and the ruine and confuſion of 
her life in this world, if not likewife of her ſoule in that to come 3 So ſhee being here- 
at alittle galled and ftuny in Conſcience , to ſee that this great City of Lyors attoords 


poyſon butno poyſoners, to aCtand finiſh thisher bloody projet 3 Thedevill hath 


yet notwithſtanding, made her ſo curious in/her malice, and ſo induſtrious, and reſo- 
lute in her revenge, as enquiring whether there were 'any Italian Emperick or 
Mountebanck in that City, ( whom ſhee thought might be made fit and flexible 
to her bloody deſires and intents) ſhe isadvertiſed; tharthere departed one hence 
ſome eight dayes ſince, who is gone to refide this ſpring of the yeare at the Bathes 
at Poxgges, a mile from the city. of Newers, his name being 'Signior Baptiſta Tiwely, 
( whom I conjecture may derive his ſurname from that Jakes {mall towne of 
Tivoly, ſome twenty ſmall ſmiles from Rome, wherein there are m-ny Cardinalls, 


country Pallaces, or houſes of pleaſure) being very skilfull in Mineralls, and in at= . 


traſting the ſpirits and quinteſſence ofdivers other vegitivesz Ofa vaine glorious, and 


ambitious humour and diſpoſition, and yet of a very poore eſtate and mtanes, and ſuch - 


a one, asindeed Maſſerina holds'every way a fit agent and inſtrument for her turne and 
rpoſe. | 

"he is glad of this advertiſement, and willneither give nor teceive any truce from hex 
heart,or her heart from her revenge before ſhe have ſeene and ſpoken with Tivoly- The 
which toeffed ſhee to Harcourt pretends a ſuddaine ach in her right arme, and 

good adviſe tells him that ſhe is very defirousto goe to the Bathes of Powgges by Newry, 
thereto {tay ſome fifteene or twenty dayes at fartheſt 3 Harconrt (10: way once:dreas 
ming of her inveterate malice,a nd farre leſle ofher revengetull and bloody interits to« 
wards the ſafety and life of his wite'Le Precoverte) approves of her reſolution atid Jours 
ney, but intreats her to be wonderfull carefull of her ſelfe , herhealthand ſafety, and 
proffereth to accompany her himſelfe:ſhe with many kiſles,deerely thankes him for his 
care of herand affeftion to her herein 3 anfwereth him that his ſtay 1n Lyons will thake 
herjourney the more ſafe and ſhort; ſo ſhe acceptsof the man forthe taſter, and oily 
takesNoe# along with her, who refpetts her fo well, as he cares not for ber fight, iN 
leſſe for ber company: She arrives at Newers,8c(tmpatient of all delay)the next morning | 
findes dut/Tzwvely at Pongger,being a very tall man; of a cole black beard, and of a-wanhe - 
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table bargaine,and-ſhe is togivehim one hundred Crownes in hand.ahd a faithfull pro- 


miſe -ofd hundred/and Gfty more whenhe hath efieQedit,. as alſo: fifty Crownes for the 


Charge of bixjoutney,the which the limits at 6fteen dayes,ſo having {ertled this her bu- 
ſinefle, the riow:namesthe party to Tzudþ whom ſhe: will have itn to poyſon, LaPreco- 
verte:; to be the woman who rehides and dwels with-ber Father Monſicnr Le Vagnery, a 
poore Gentlenian: in the Citie'of Troyes in Champagne, and. ſhee'a young Gentlewoman 
of ſome rwenty yeares of age,'of a flaxen;baire, and'/very fickby. When giving him a 
fmall Saphir ring\trom her hnger, the therewith fiveares him both vo the performance, 
and tothe ſecrecy of this murther, the which,armed by the Devill hte doth. When be- 
ing exceeding glat of this his bloody imployment, which brings him ſtore of gold, the 
which hee e{tcemes the Elixar of his heart, and the felicitie and glory of his life , and 
which indeed, was the rairie buſineſle that broughthim on this fide the Alpes, from 114+ 
to France.T tris wit houtany feare of God or thought of heaveh or hell,theſe mutthe=- 
tous and damnable mifcreants. have conchaded and ſhut up this their bloody ba rgaine. 
Our poore {weet La Precoverte;having received her Husbands Letter from Geneva,and 
confidering the/contents thereof, asalfothat of her Siſter in Law Maſerine, the knowey 
not what to think either of their Letters or of themſelves : ſhe'ſtes her letter to promiſe 
much zeale and devotion to God, and his much affeftion to her. and yet reatembri 
his former ankindneſle,I may ſay cruchy, towards herzas ata the manner of their bale 
and clagdeſtin departure; then ſhe thinkes the firſt to be falfe, and the ſecond tkeigned, 
& therefore conceives ſhe bath far more reaſons to defpaite than to hope enther of their 
Innocencie, or their returne zButchis is her reſolution, Harconrs ts ber Husband,there- 
fore ſhee will (till love him dearely' 3 - She is his wife, and therefore the will for ever 
pray forbim, and his proſpexitie religiouſly. Thus hoping and many times (with many 
heavy fighes and bitter teares) wiſhing and defiring bis happy returne,and vertuous re- 
formation, ſheein his abſence lives penlively and forrowfully with her Father, rather 
35a widdow than a wife, and ſuch is her miferable Eſtate, and poore and ſerrowfull 
fortune, that ſhe well knowesnot, | whether ſhe may-more grieve or rejoyce that Cod 
hithereo hath grven hernoChilde : For ak mee, ſheis foinvironed with attlifttons, ſo 
incompaſled wittrcalamities 5 ſoaflaulted with fickneſſe, and fo weighed downe with 
ſadnefie and diſconſolation, as ſhee reputes her life worſe thandeath, andeither wi- 
ſheth her Husbandat home with her,or her ſclfe m Heaven with God, | 
But Alas, alas, deere (weet young Gentlewoman; little doe{tthou thinke or dreame 
(ow thou defireſt death) what a helliſh plot there iscontrived and intended againſt 
y.lifeby thefe ewo-bloody Fattorsand Agents of the Devill, +Tiyoly, and thy Siſter 
Maſſerina : O Maſſerina,Maſſerina, the diſgrace of thy name, the infamy of thy family,the 
ſhageofthy time;and the ſcandall of thy ſex. O how, Iwant wordsnotteares; 'to con« 
cruel} rage, and to execrate thy infernall malice andfury, thus toreſolveto.. 
imbrae thy guilty tants mn the innocent blood of tkyohafteand vertuous Siſter in Laws 
LaPrecdverte ; tor was it not fin and luſtenough for thee to have heretofore bereaved:: 
herobrhe loye and/ preſence. of her Husband, butthat thou wilt now be forwtetched 
and inhumane, aslikewiſe to robher of herlite ? O yriefe,O ſhame, O pirty, that thow: 
ſhouldeft once dare to:think thereof, much leſle to attempr it, I meane ſolamentable a. 
crime, and ſo bloody a fact, which aſſure thy felfe, — 1a Godin Heaven, wilh:: 
never goo long unpunithed inEarth. + 1 0 | 1 
Bur'b azuft 
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youre Latin at his pleaſure, and rather to vomit than utter forth whole Catalogus of 
phyſicall phraſes which hee had ſtollen, nor learat from 4 iſtotle, Galen, and Par, 
celſur, His' ignorance beleeve: him to be very learned, and therefore hee holds him a 
moſt fit Phylitian,- ty cure his Daughter La Precoverte of her conſumption;whereinto(2as 
before) ſhee was deeply & dangeroafly tallen;by the unparalleld griefes and ſorrowes 
which thee conceived, for her husbands former unkindneſleto her, but more efpecia]- 
ly, for hispreſent abſence and flight with hislaſcivious Siſter Maſerine- So (ina molt 
unhappy houre) Her Father La Vaquery mentioneth it to Tivoly ; Which ( being 
the onely occaſion and opportunity hee gaped for) hee freely promiſeth him his beſ] 
artand skill for her recovery, and the next day goes home to his houſe with him, and 
viſiteth his daughter; Hee Codes her to be weake, leaney and pale, the which ſerves the 
better for his turne, to colour out this his bloody purpoſe toher. When(if there-had 
been any humanity in his thoughts, any Grace in his heart, 'or any ſparke of religion gs 
pietie in his Soule ) the very light ofthis ſweet, this harmeleſle, this beautifull young 
Gentlewoman would have moved him tocompaſlion, and not with hellifh cruelty to 
reſolve to poylon her. Bat his finfull heart,his ſeared Conſcience, and his ulcerated and 
virulent ſoule had(in favour of gold)made this compatt with the devill, & therefore he 
will advance, andnotretireinthis his infernall reſolution. Hee feeles her pulſe, caſts 
her eſtate in an Urinall, 'receives thirty Crownes of her Father for her cure, and ſo bid- 
ding her to be of good comfort, hee adminiſtreth her two pills, three mornings follow- 
ing, whereof( harmeleſfe ſweet Gentlewoman) within three dayes after, ſhe ſuddainly 
dyes in her bed by night ; T;voly affirming to her ſorrowfull Father and Friends,that be- 
fore he came to her, the vislency, and inveteracy of her conſumption, had turned all 
her blood into water, & exhauſted and extenuated all the radicall humours of her life, 
which opinion of this baſe and bloody Italian Mountebanke paſt currant with the ſim- 
plicity of his beliefe and their Judgements:So he burieth his daughter,and with her his 
chiefeſt earthly delight and joy : Within three dayes after that this forrowfull and la» 
mentable tragedy was ated. This monſter, this Devill incarnate T7voly, leaves Troyes, 
and poaſts away to Nevers, where he raviſheth Maſering's heart, with the joyfull newes 
and aſſurance of La Precovertes death and buriall, of whomny he recerves his other han- 
dred and fifty Crownes,the which according to her promiſe ſhee failes not preſently to 
pay him downe: And here againe they ſolemacly ſweare ſecrecy each to other of this 
their bloody fact. | . 
Wretched Mſerina feaſting her heart with joy,8& ſurfeiting her thoughts with content 
eo ſee the rivall and competitorimher loves, La Precoverte thus diſpatched and ſent for 
heaven, | She now thinking to domiteere alone in her Harcourts heart and afteRion, &- 
ſteemes her ſelfe a degree neerer to him in marriage, that ſo of his Siſter ſhee tway be- 
come his Wie. For thts is the felicity and content whereat her heart aymth. and. the 
| deleQation.and joy wherein her defires and wiſhes terminate.But her Husband Yimories 
life doth daſh theſe joyesof hers in peeces, as ſoone as ſhee conceives them,8 ſtrangles 
them,if not intheir birth, yetin their cradle.She finds Never; to be a pleafant City,and 
Pougges a delightfull little place tolive in;and when the Spring is paſt -& the great.con- 
fuence of peopleretiredand gorie home,'to be a place of farre more ſafety forthem 
than Lyons. Yea, and (hee affets aridloves it farre the better, becauſe here it was ſhee 
firſt heard 'Ind underſtood of La Precovertes death, which as yet for a time ſhee cloſely 
conceales to her ſelfe3:'Wherefore-thee ſends Noe/(her man)to Lyori to his Maſter,and 
by her letter prayes him ſpeedily to come and live with her at Nevers,which ſhe affirmes 
to him is a pleaſant City, &thay there ſheattends his arriyall and company with auch 


allo apd impatient). /2 |. {rnb gd: 01:51 
Harcourt, 'to pleaſe his {weet-heart Siſter Maſſerina,” leaves Lyons; andegmes to her at 
Nevers,where with thankes & kiſles, ſhe joyfully welcomes hwy, tellingthim char theſe 


bathes of Hongeer have perfeRly freed her of ber achezbut in her;heaxt& ming, fby wll = 


knowes,it isthe death of Ls Precouertezand not thoſe bathes, which hath hoch cafes her 
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doubts and ſecured her feares. They have nct lived in Newer s and Powgges above three 
weekes ſince his arrivall, untill they there (but by what meanesI know not)underſtand 
of La Precovertes death, whereat hee ſeemes nothing ſorrowfull,but ſhe extreamly glad 
and joyfull. And by this time, which is at leaſt a whole yeare ſince their flight & depar- 
ture from Svint 8ixmplician and Sens, a m their Travels and other giftsand expenſes, 
have confumed "| expended a pretty ſumme oftheir money. Ln all whichtime, wee 
muft underſtand that YVimory hates his wikeand Brother ſo exceedingly, ashee(incon- 
tempt of their crimes and deteſtation of their trecherous ingratitude) ſcornes ether to 
looke or ſend after them 3 butthe only revenge which he uſeth towards him in his ab- 
fence,hee pretendsa great Summe of money to bee due to him from him, and in com 
penſation thereof, ſerzerh upon the remainder of his lands, and by Order of Juſtice ga» 
thereth up, and colleQts his rents from his Tenants,to his owne uſe and behoofe. Which 
extreamely grieves Harcourt, and afflicts Maſſerins,who (by this time)ſeceing in what ob- 


' vtity and conſidering in what continuall feare and eminent danger they live in, As 


their laſcivious affeCtions, ſo their irregular deſires, and irreligious reſolutions, looke 
one and the ſame way, which is to ſend her Husband, and his Brother Y3wwory to Hea- 
ven.,after his wife Ls Precoveyte,yea ſo reſolute are they in theſe their bloody intentions 
and'deſires, asthey wiſh and pray for it with zeale, and defire it with paſſion and im- 
tiency. And now their malice is growne fo reſolute, and their reſolution ſograce- 
[ee in the contemplation and conceiving of this bloudy fat, asthey bewrayit each to 
other. Mufſerina vowes to him that ſhee can reape no true content either in her life or 
c6rſcience, before, of his ſiſter he make her his witez Nor I replies Harcourt, before my 
brother Yimory be in Heaven; and I marry thee and be thy husband here incarth. When 
( ava! bloudy' Courtiſan and Strumpet) ſhee giveshim many thankesand kifles for this 
his affedion to her, and malice to his Brother Yimory for her ſake; when (working up- 
6n the advantage of time, occaſion and. opportunity) She teUs him, that in her opinion, 
the ſhorteſt and ſureſt wayisto diſpatch him by poyſon. - Harcours diſlikes herjudge- 


© £ ment and plot, as holding itno way fate in taking away his brothers life,to entruſt and - 


hazard his owne at the courteſie of a ſtranger (at which ſpeech of his, ſhe bluſheth and 
palleth as being conſcious and memorative of what ſhe had lately cauſed to be perpe- 
trated by Tivoly ) Therefore hee thinkes to acquaint and imploy his owne man Noel/in 
this bloody buſineſle, and profereth him-two hundred Crownes, / and forty more'sf 
yeerely penſion during his life, if hee will piſtoll his Brother Yimery to death as heis 


walking in the fields. But Noe/ is too honeſt a man, and toogood a Chriſtianto ſtabbe 


at the majeſty of God, in killing man his creature.and Image, and ſoabſoluely denies 
his Maſter, and although he be a poore man, yet he rejects his offer, as reſolving never 
to purchaſe wealth, or preferment at ſo deere arate, astheprice of innotent blood; 
wheteat his Maſter bites his lip for diſcontent and anger. 'So conjures bim4o perpety- 
all ſecrecie andfilence of this propoſition and bultheſle, ' which Noel! promiſeth, but 
ſweures not 3 Hereupon Harcotrt to approach neerer to Sexe, Hee and Mdſſerinalcave 
Newers. and very ſecretly bylitle Journies (and the Ine night) come to My- 
wox;48d there his heart ſtrikes a bargame with the Devill, and the Devil} with his foule 
and teſolutions, to ride over hitnſclte to Sexs, and there with his owne hands to pifte 
His Brother Yimory to deatb in the fields, 'or if hisBulletsmifleHim, ther to finiſh al 
perpetrate it with his owne Sword. Owretched-Gentleman, O. execrable Brother, 
_ I make thy Hope and Charitie prove bankrupt tothy Seule, | and thy Faith anto 
But — prevaile with Harcoxrr,to diſlwade hinifrom this bloody buſineſſe; 
Whereunto the damnable treacheric and malice of Maſſer jn«/impemoully precipitates 
and haſtens —_—_ althoughit be againſt her owneHwband. So heleaves'My/- 
and in a diſguiſed beard,and poore ſute of 11, comes 10 Saint Sinrplician prir- 
poſelyleavi , alittle on-hs left hand. W here waiting for his Brother/3wory, at 


the-ens ofa ple ne wood of his, ante mile from his houſe where hee'knew he was 
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accuſtomzd to walke alone by himſelfe ſolitarilyz Hee perſonating and ating the part 
of a poore b2gging Souldier , and counterfeiting his tongue as well as his beard and 
apparell, with his hat in his hand (elpying his Brother) hee goes towards him: with an 
humble reſolution, and requelteth an Almes of him. Which Yimory ſeeing and hea- 
ring, hee in meere charity and compaſſion of him, becauſe hee ſaw him to bethough a 
poore, yet a proper man, and which is more, a Souldier, drawes forth his purſe and 
whiles hee woke therein for ſome ſmall piece of filver ; Hercourt (as a Diſciple of the 
Devill) very ſoftly,drawes out his little piſtoll ont of his left fleeve (which he covered 
with his hat) and having charged it with two bullets, hee lets flie at him, and ſo ſhoars 
him m the trunck of his body , a little under the heart, of which two wounds he pre- 
ſently fell dead'to the ground, being as unfortunate in his death, as his brother was mi- 
ſerable and diabolicall in giving it him, for he only fetched two groanes, but had nei- 
ther the power or happinefle toſpeake one word. And the Devill (in the cataſtropbie 
of this'mournefull Tragedie ) was fo ſtrong with Harcourt,: as his malice towards his 
Brother Vimory, exceeded not onely malice but rage and fury it ſelfe, for fearing hee 
was not yet dead, heetwice ran him thorow the body with his ſword. When leaving 
his breathleſſe body all goring in his:hot reeking blood, hee with all poſſible celerity 
takes his horſe (which he had tied { out of light) toa tree not farre off) and fo with all 
poſſible ſpeed gallopsaway to his now intended wife Maſſerina at Rs trumphs 
with joy athis relation of this good newes,the which to her, yea tothem both, is equal- 
ly pleaſing and delectable. But God will not permit that theſe wretched joyes and tri- 
umphes of theirs ſhall laſt long. : 
This cruell murther of Moxſiexr Vimory is ſome two houres after knowne at his houſe 
and Pariſh of Saint Simpliciar, asalſo in the City of Sexs, and ſo diſperſed over all Bur- 
ly, and the murtherers narrowly ſought after, butin vaine 3 Harcourt and Maſſerins 
meet with theſe reports at Ma79z,but yet they hold it diſcretion and ſafery,a ſmall time 


longer, to conceale themſelves ſecretly inthat Towne, and ſo to ſuffer the heat ofthis, 


newes to/paſle over; and bee blowne away, - But at the end of two moneths, Harcontt 
(fetring a milk white face upon his bloody fact) arrives at'Sexs, and fron thence to his” 
mannorhouſe of Saint Simpliciar,” which now by the death of his Brother /3mory; who 
died without iſſue, wholly devolved and fell to him. Who having formetly plaidithe 
Devill in murtheting his ſaid brother, hee now as infernally playes the Hypocrite in 
mourning for his death, making ſo wonderfull an outward ſhew and demonſtrationpf 
forrow for the ſame, as he andall his ſervants being \dighted in blaokes. Amonetbaker 
hee ſends for his good Siſter in Law Maſſer;na, who comes home to him, and theyſteme 
fo abſolutely ſtrange each to other, as if they had never ſcene oneandther duritgall 
thelong time of their abſence, & the likewiſe ſtemes ta drowne henfſelfe in her-traxcs, 


and is hikewife all it blacksfor thedeathof he t Husband; But Gad bis due time wall 


pull off "this their falſe mask; and dere&tand revenge both theit horrible Sinnesof 
Adultery and Murther. Now: as cloſe as they gonceale thistheir diſhonourabls flight 
and departure, yet'it diſcoverediani found out, and held fo edious,r{5 foule, todllathe 
Gentlemen and Ladies their neighbours (who yet know nothing aftheir murthiers)as 
they diſdaine to welcome themhome; or (which islefſe) to ſee them, which they both 
arettiforced WRESIG to obſerve;as holding it to be the tefleftion-of their owne diſe- 
ce and ſcandall; the which henceforth to prevent; [they within'twomoneths/after, 
fend for their Ghoſtlyfathers;''2s lo for two Jeſuites, and the Vicar of their pari 
mt them with their defires and reſolutions to marry: But theſe Ecclefialtiq 


and | 
a {& to be direMly Nay 6 rh mrs. and Canons of the holy CatholiqueiRo» - 
5 Oh AHErEs 


arch, tor one Brotherts marry the'widdow ofanather, asalſo againſt the writs 
ten law of God 3 anfdthereforethey utterly(fbek bothto perſwade and difſwade them 


from.it, as being 'whally-unlawfylt,” andungodly, and ſo refuſe'to Conſent thereto, 
nie CME perfor ewhHfour a liſporahot Gm the Pope; of Kik Nears now re- 


- fdentatPurr. They cauſe the Viitid to beedealtwithabour it, budhee xorily 
- | re ls 


of his 
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refuſeth it 3 But in favour of money, ard ſtrong friends, within three mecneths they 
procure it from Rome, and ſo they are ſpeedily married, now thinking, . and witha]l 
beleeving and triumphing, that this therr nupriall knot, hath power to deface and re- 
deeme all their former Adulteries, and now wholly wiped offtheir diſgrace and ſcan- 
dall with the world. And therefore in their owne vaine and jmpiousconceits, ; are ſe- 
cure, andabound in wealth, delight, and pleaſure 3 But as yet they have not made their 
peace with God, 

Come wee therefore firſt to the deteQion and diſcovery of theſe their bloudy crimes 
of murther, and then to the condigne puniſhments which they received for the ſame : 
W hereof the manner briefly is thus. It is many times the pleaſure and providence of 
God, to puniſh one ſinne in and by another, yea and ſometimes one ſinne for another, 
the which wee ſball now ſee apparent in this bloudy and hellith Italian Mountebancke 
Tivoly, who repairing to the great Faire of Sers, and there _eg_s to profeſle his 
Empery to arich Goldſmiths wife of that City named Monſtexr de Boys, he the third day 
{tole a Call casket of Jewels and Rings from him out of a cupboard, (the lock where- 
of hee cunning]y pickt, and ſhut againe ) valued at foure thouſand Crownes, and the 
ſame night fled upon that robbery towards Maſcon, thinking there to put himſelfe on 
the River of $0az,- and ſo to {lip downe toLyons, and from thence over the Alps into 
Italy. De Boys makes a ſpeedy, and curious reſearch for his theefe, whom as yet hee 
could not find, or diſcover; When hearing of this Mountebanck Tivoly his ſuddaine de- 

arture and flight, hee takes him to bee his theefe, purſues him in perſon, and within 
oure leagues of Maſcon apprehends him, (having to that end brought two Provoſts 
(orSheritfes) men with himin their Coats, with their piſtols at ſaddle bow, to affiſt 
him) De Boys finds many of the Jewels and Rings about Tivoly, and divers others wan» 
ting,"the which hee could never recover ': So being brought back to Sexs, hee was firſt 
impriſoned;and then examined by the Senshel/ and the Procurer Fiſcall : When having 


| devill ſtill affuring, or rather betraying his hopes,confidence,and Judgement;That 


= Ed Genin nor colour todeny this robbery of his, hee therefore freely confeſſed it, 
© Mis very poſſible, and he thinkes very probable and feaſeable to corrupt his Judges 


with ſome of the Jewels which hee had cloſely conceal'd and hid abouthim.z But, hee 
ſhall ſpeedily ſee the contrary. | T7 

For they ſeeing this Italian Emperick: (by his owne confeſhion) guilty of this great 
and cmatkcable robbery, they condemne him to be hanged the- very nextday for the 
ſame. So having a Cordeher (or Gray) Fryer, ſent him that night to priſon toprepare 
is ſoule for Heaven ; Hee the next morning (according to hisſtntence of condemna= 
tion) is brought to his execution : Where on the Ladder, hee (tofree his Conſcience 
and ſoule) doth conſtantly and ſorrowfully confeſſe, that; he had formerly;poyſoned 
\Madawoy/elle LaPrecoverte,daughter to Monffeur de La aquery of Troyes,and that bee was 
thired todoe it by the Lady Mafſerina,ofwhom at Powgges hee received two hundred and 

ty 'Crownes and a ſmall Saphir-Ring to performe it, asalſo fifty Crownes more, 
whictyſhe gave him forhis charges from Nevers to Troyes, and ſo he dies in the conſtagr 
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{ by order of the Judgesof Sexs ) apprehended and taken prifonersintheir own 
houſe of. Saint Simphician, as they were walking and Kiſting together, without 
any thought of danger, much letle of death. They hereat looke each on other 
with griete and altoniſhment, eſpecially «Myfſeriza, who underfſtandi (by 
ſome of thoſe that apprehend them. ) That it was the Ftalian Mountebanke T. ” 
voly, who at his execution accuſed her , but not her Husband Harcourt for ha» 
ving and caufing him. to poyſon her Sifter La Preceverte, ſhee then ſees her ſelfe 
to bee a dead woman, and no hope left her inthe world of her life, but every 
way a firme aſlurance and confidence of her death yet feeing Tyvoly dead, ſhee 
refolves to ſtand upon her Juſtification. Shee ts all in teares at this her lamenta- 
ble diſaſter, curſcth the name and memory of Zyvoy for ruining her ,with him- 
{clfe, and now , when it is to0 Jateſhee blames her ſelfe of indifcretion, fot 
neglecting, -and not dealing etfectually with Tivoly m prifon, to conceale this 
ber fact and name. As for her Husband Harcoxrt, hee (knowing himfelfe ab- 
{olutely Innocent of this murther, : hee grieves not for the death of his firſt wife 
La Frecoverte , but nowextreamely mourneth and lamenteth tothmke of this F 
of his ſecond wife Maſſerina, for live , hee feares ſhee cannot.” He bids her yet 
be of good comfort, and whiſpereth her ſecretly in her eare,that hee will gIve 
all his eſtate and meanes to fave her life , or elſe that hee will dye with her : ſhe 
thankes him with a world of fighes and teares, and rounds him as privately in his 
earc with many deepe cathes and aſleverations, that her tongue ſhall never dare 
to ſpeake any one word or ſyllable to her Judges, which thall tend to the pre» 
judice of his reputation, - ſatety orlife, and ſo they are by their apprehenders 
ſeparated ,3 and then ſeverally conveyed to the priſon of Sens - Maſſerina is firſt 
arraigned,by the Judges, where (according to her former reſolution ) the (not 
with teates , but with high words and ſpeeches) ſtands upon her Innocency and 
pry , they informe her how ſtrongly.Tivoly at his death declared the 

ad given him two hundred and fifty crownes, /a Saphir Ring, and fitty crownes 
more to pay his ——_— at P»gges, and how he at her inſtigation, ws um favour 
of this her.gold poyloned La Preceverte at her father Monſieur La Vaqueris houſe 
at Troyes , She termes Tzvoly witch and devill, yea worſe then athouland devils. 
thus toaccuſe hes falſely ofthis murther of her ſiſter Precoverte , whereof ſhee 
vowes to God and the world, to Earthand Heaven , that ſhee is asIrinocent as 
that damned Italian was guiltythereof ; butthe Judges (notwithſtanding all 
theſe her great fumes- and- cyacks ) doe prefently condemne her tothe rack; 
the which as ſoone as (be ſaw and contidered the ſharpe nature ofthoſ&exqumlite 
torments, then God was ſo mercifull to her ſoule by hisgrace, though/ſhe was 
not ſo beretofore to her ,body by the perpetration of her foule ſinneg91thatfhe 
would not permit her tender dainty limbes to be expoſed tothe miſery of thoſd 
cruell tortures, but then and there confefleth her felfe to be the author of poylo- 
ning La Precoverte her Silter;/ as Tivoly was the ator thereof, when be- 
ing here by her Judges farther demanded whether her.:Jaſt Husband Harcourt 
were not, hkewiſe acceſlary with her in poyſoning of his firſt wife LaPrecoverte, 
ſhe with, much aſſurance and conſtancy cleeres him hereof, and is ſo kinde 
and loving to. him, as/{he ſpeakes not a word to them, of his piſtolling todeath 
of ber firſt Husband his Brother - So for'this her foule and bloudy fadt of 
hers ſhe is 8ondemned to be hanged the next momning , and'for tharnight again 
returned to priſon , where ſhe and; her'forrowfull Husband, make grear ſuit 
tothe Judges that they.may-for a ſhort time-ſee and ſpeake one with the other, 
but it-will gt bee granted them! 11} When Hartowr? yh confident of his 
o\ne life, | as. hee was. of his. wakes death , makes ſecret proffer (by ſome 


friends of kis )- to..the: Jadgor wbiall bit lands and:-deinaynes to ve his 
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wife , bit:they ( reſembling themſelves ) doe fo much feare God, and 
reverence: arid: honour the ſacred Name of Juſtice, as they are deafe to his re- 
veſts. 5! of mY 
: The next'morning (according to her ſentence) ſhe ts brought to the place 
of her execution, but (ather earneſt and importiinate requeſt?) ſoearly , that 
very few people were preſent at her death , where being aſcended the Ladder , 
ſhee there againe curſed the name, and execrated the memory of that wretchet 
Villaine Tively , and wiſhed much proſperity and happineſle to her Husband 
Harcourt when turmng her eye about, and ſeeing a Coſen Germaine ofhis 
there preſent named Monſter de __— ſhee cals him to her, and is ſo vaine at 
this laſt period ( asit were)of herlite, as ſhe takes off her glove and bracelet from 
her right hand and arme, and prayeshim todeliver it to his Cofin and her Hus- 
band Harcourt, and to aſſure him from her that ſhe died, his moſt loving and 
conſtant wife, which Monſter Pierponte faithfully promiſed herto performe, then 
a Subordinate officer of: Juſtice being there to ſee her dye, tells her that he was 
now commanded by the Judges his Superiours , to tell her,” 'that ſhe being now: 
to leave earth,and ſoready to aſcend into heaven, they prayed her in the name 
& feare of God to declare to all thoſe who were preſent,if her Husband Harconrt. 
yea orno, had any hand, or were knowing or acceſlary , with herin the poy- 
{oving of his firſt wite £. Precoverte , and that ſhe ſhould doe piouſly and Chri- 
Gianly todiſcover thetruth thereof , which would undoubtedly tend to Gods 
glory, and the ſalvation of her owne ſfoule : When ſhee ſolemnely vowed to 
him and to all the people, that her Husband Harcourt never knew, nor in 
thought, word, ordeed, was any way acceſlary knowing or conſenting with 
ber or Tivoly , in poyſoning of his wife , and this which ſhee now ſpake was the 
pure truth, as ſhee hoped for Heaven 3 And now after a few teares-,” ſhee'moſt 
yainely 2nd idlely fell pray{ing and commending of him, eſpecially how tende t« 
ly and deerely hee loved her 5 with other ridiculous and impertinent ſpeeches 
tending that way , which Thold (every way.) unworthy of my mention and 
repetition ( but had notthe grace ,/ either.to looke upto Heaven, or to God 
with repentance , or the goodnetle to looke downe into her owne heart, con- 
{cience or {oule , with contrition and ſorrow for all thoſe her foule Adulteries 
and Murthers 3 Neither to pray to God for-her (clfe, or to requeſtthoſe who 
were preſent to pray to God for her 3 Ando fhee was turned over, 'all won- 
dring and grieving at-her bloody crime ,” and'theretore ſome few lamentin 
or ſorrowing for this her infamous death : Butfſhee there ſpeakes not a word 8 
orthe ſhadow ofa word , either of her Husband Harcowrts piltolling to death 
ofthis Rrather her firſt Husband Yimory ,: or of her knowledge thereof or con-" 
{em thereunto. | 
Now though Harcourt ſeemed outwardly very forrowfull for this ſhameful 
death of his \wife Maſerina, yet hee 1s inwardly exceeding Joyfull,' that het 
filence at her death; of: murthering his Brother Yimory,* hath preſerved his 
life. with bis. reputation, and his reputation with his life-3 Whereupon being 
the. ſame day freed and acquitted by the Judges of Sexs 2>'both of his pretended 
afime, 2s alfo of bisimpriſonment 3 Heecompolinig his'countenance equal- 
 Iybetwixtjoy; nd ſotpaw:, returnesto his houſe of Sei#f!$implicien, where now 
inkivg himſeVfe atf{alutcly. diſcharged and>cleered: of alltheſe hisformer A- 
dultenesy as alſo orhislate cruel murtheringof his Brother - ; 'Hee within two 
(pra; moſt within-thiee maneths after his wiſe Maſſertnaes Execution caſts off 
kigrdoeurningapparellyi(/which ee wote'for her death) and neither thinking” 
efhix ſoult or bis conlejence,| arof Heaven-orhhell, hee flantes and froliques it” 
otiv haane apparells/abd bedanld bee idagey foronitebFarrived is bee chiage? 
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Lord and faſter of a great eſtate both in Lands andmony,therefore he thinkes 
it not his pride, but his glory, and not his vanity but his generoſity to dight and 
put himſelfenowinto far richerapparell thenever formerly he had done, where- 
of all the Gzntlemen his neighbours,yea, 41l the City of Sex, (with no little won- 
der) tooke eſpeciall notice thereof 3; Yea heis fo far from once dreaming or 
thinkingeither of his murtheriog of his Brother Yimory; or of the deplorableand 
untimely ends of his two wives ,as with much vanity, and with farre more haſte 
then diſcretion or conſideration, he now ſpeedily refolves totakeand marry a 
third. But his hopes will deceive him , becauſe God in his ſacred Juſticeand 
Judgements will deceive his hopes. 

For, when hee thinkes himſelfe ſecure and ſafe, not onely from the danger, 
but likewiſe from the ſuſpition of any fatall or difaſterous accident which 
can poſſibly befall him 3 then, the #iumphant power of Gods revenge will 
both ſ1ddenly and ſoundly ſurpriſe him. His honeſt man Noe{, (with an 
obſervant eye, and a Conſcionable, and'ſorrowfull heart) hath- heard of Lz 
Precewertes poyſoning, and of Vimories piſtolling: to death, amd: hath likewiſe 
ſeene the hanging both of Tivgly, and of his laſt Miſtris Meſerina.[n all 
which ſeverall accidents, as one way hee wondereth at the malice of Satan < 
So another way hee cannot but infinitely admire and applaud the juſt judge- 
ments of the Lord : Hee likewiſe knowes what his Maſter Harcourt is to him 
and hee to his Maſter, and in time of his ſervice and attendance under 
him, what different and ſeverall paſſages of bulinefſe and ſecrets have paſt 
betweene them : Hee hath remarked farre more vices then vertaes in his 
Maſter, whereat hee much grieveth, but hee was infinitely more enforced 
then deſirous either to! ſee or know them, and this againe doth exceedingly 
rejoyce him - Hee well knowes that fidelity'is the glory of a ſervant, and yet 
itis acontinuall ſenſible griefe to his heart , and vexation to his ſoule, toſee 
that his Maſter ſerves God no better : Heedoth not'defire to know things 
( which concerne his ſaid Maſter) wheteof hee is ignorant, but doth wiſh 
and pray to God that hee were ignorant of many things which hee knowes, and 
of more which hee feares 3 and being very often perplexed in his minde with 
the relufQtation of theſe different cauſes, and theit as different effetts. Hee 
cannot but in the end fatisfie himſelfe with this reſolution” : That as Har- 
canrt is his Earthly Maſter, ſo God is his Heavenly Maſter 3 But here betides 
an unexpeted and unwiſhe4 Accident to this Noe, which will ſpeedily 
try of what temper and mettall both himfelfe; his heart; his conſcience and 
his ſoule is made, and what infinite diſparity there is betwixt Earth arid Hea- 
Ven. 

By the pleaſure agd viſitation of God : Hee is ſuddenly taken: extreame 
ficke of a peſtilent Feaver, but notin his Maſter Hercoures houſe; but in hig 
owne Fathers houſe, who dwelt ſome fourc- leagues thence at a' pariſh cal- 
led Saint Lazare, and his Phyſition yeelding him a dead'man, hee as a religi- 
ous Romin'Catholick, takes the extreame Union, and then prepares him- 
ſelfe to dye : Buthee' is ſo moral, and'ſo/ good a Chriſtian, as (the: prem- 
ſes confidered) hee refolves to'catry hjs conicience pure, and his Soule white, 
and unſp to Heaven. Het priyes' his Father thetefore, that hee will 
ſpeedily ride to $e4s" ( in whoſe Jarrdiftion Saint Laxdre was) and to pray 
two of the three Judges t6'coitie* over to hin,” for that hee hath a. great. Sc- 
cret to reveale them” now on: his yr bed, + which conduiceth: tothe glory 
of God? the [ſervice' of th gat the good of hizowne ſoule.: His Father 
cordmply rides to eta: ' Brififfs two: of thoſe Judges ſpeedily! with bim 

de” ro whom (th preſeries of three or foure more of his 


Fathers 
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Fathers neighbours ) hee very licke in body, but perfettly ſound in minde. 
tells him, that his Maſter Harcou14 would ( heretofore) have had him pl- 
{toll his Brother Yimory to death , and proferred him two hundred Crownes 
in mony, and forty Crownes Annuity during his life to performe it, but hee 
refuſed 1, and yon_ the ſaid Mounſieur De Vixrory to bee ſince mur- 
thered by a piſtol], he t erefore verily beleeves, that it is either his ſaid 
Maſter, or ſome other for him 3 whichis guilty ofthat lamentable murther, 
the true deteftion whereof( he ſayes) he leavesto God and tothem, and within 
halfe an houre after, (yea before they were departed his Fathers houſe ) this 
Noel/ dies. 

Hereupon, theſe Judges o_ at the providence of God, inthe evi- 
dence of this dying man for the diſcovery of this lamentable murther. 
They ſpeedily ſend away their officers who apprehend Harconrt in his owne 
houſe of Saint Simplician, carowling and froliking it in his beſt wine in 
Company of three or foure of his deboſhed conſorts and Companions, and 
ſo they bring him to Sexs - Where lying in priſon that night, the next 
morning the Judges of that City cauſe him to bee arraigned before them 3 
and Charge him with piſtolling of his Brother Mouzſtexr de Vimory to death, 
which (fortified and armed by the Devill) hee ſtrongly and ſtoutly denies, 
they read his man Noel/s dying Evidence againſt him, to prove it : So they 
adjudge him the fiery torment of the Scorpions, for the vindication of 
this truth, the which hee endureth with a wonderfull fortitude and con- 
ſtancy, and ſtill denies : When their heart being prompted from Heaven, 
and their ſoules from God : That hee was yet the undoubted murtherer 
of his Brother , they the ſecond time adjudged him to the racke, where- 
on permitting himſelfe to bee faſtened , and the tormenters giving a good 
touch at him, God-is more mercifull to his ſoule, then his Tortures are to 
his body, and ſo with teares in his eyes, hee cenfeſſeth that it was hee 
which piſtolled his Brother Yiwory to death, and which afterwards ranne 
him twice thorow the body with his Rapier : Whereupon for this bloody 
and unnaturall fat ofhis : His Judges (without any regard tohis extraction 
or quality ) condemne him, the next afternoone betweene foyre and five 
of the clocke, to bee broken alive on the wheele at the publike place: of ex- 
ecution : Some few Gentlemen his kinsfolk ſolicite his reprivall, becauſe 
asyet they diſpaire of his pardon, but their labours proves vaine, and they 
purchaſe noreputationin ſeeking it, for now all Sexs and the adjacent Coun- 
try ery fie on him, and on his foule and enormous Crymes of Adultery and Fra- 
tricide, . 

So the next day, (at'the houre and Pace appointed ) hee is brought to 
his execution, where -a mighty concourſe of people both of Sex” and the 
adjacent Country flock, to ſee this monſter of nature take his laſt farwell 
of this world : Being mounted on the Scaffold, in a Tawny Sattin ſute 
with a gold edge : Hee confciltth himſelfe guilty of murthering his Bro- 
ther Yymory, and yet he grieves farre more for the death, of hisJaſt wife Myſ- 
ſerina then hee doth for that of his. firſt, 34, Precoverte : Hee demands for- 
giveneſſe of God,and the-world for this his foule crime of Fratricide,and prayes 
all who are there preſent to pray to pre 4p God. for the ſalvation of his 
ſoule, and that they become more charitable and religious, and lefle bloudy 
and prophane by his example, : So commending his ſoule unto God, his 
body to the Earth fromwhence it came, and marking himſelfe three or foure 
times with the ſigne. ofthe Crofle, hee willingly ſuffexs the Executioner to 
faſten his'Legges and Armes. upon the Wheele; the which as ogg, hes 
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breakes with his iron barre untill he have ſeized upondeath,and death on him: 
And thus was the wretched lives, and miſerable, and yet deſerved deaths 
of theſe onr cruell and inhamane, graceleſſe Murtherers, and in this manner 
did the Triumphs of Gods Revenge juſtly ſurprize themto their 
ſhame, and cutthem off to their Confuſion : May we reade 
this Hiſtory to Gods glory, and as often medi- 
tate thereon to our owne particular 
reformation and inſtruction. 


Booke IV. Planeze and Peliſanna. 
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Romeo (the Lagay of Borlary ) kils Radegonda, the Chaniber-t1aid of the Lady Feliſanna 
in the ſtreet , andis hanged for the ſame; Botlary afterwards hireth Caſtruchio (an Apo- 
thecary) to poyſon her hysband Seignior Planeze, for the which Caſtruchio zr hanged, and 

* bit body throwne into the River, and Borlary is beheaded, and then burnt. 


T is a thouſand griefes, and pities, ro ſee Chriſtians who 
are honoured with that glorious title and appellation, 
ſhould ſo wilfully and wretchedly loſe it, by 1imbrewing 
theirguilty hands in the innocent bloud of their Chri- 
ſtian Rrethred, and thereby to bereave cur ſelves of that 
rich ornament, and ineſtimable Iewell, which God ( in 


Gg2 and 


Fl 


488 Gods Revenge againſt Murder, Hil, XVII. 


and death of murtherers, doth fortifie the Charity, and foment and confirme the 
Innocency of the Jiving, Therefore ( for that Reaſon, and to this end ) I have 


purpoſely given this next Hiſtory a' place ip! wy Book&.”wh Spec ſhall ſee 
Choller, Malice, and Revenge, toat many deglorable 49d | 7 parts 3 Let us 
reade it with a zealous feare and a Chriſtian ttude, and ſo we I Ilafluredly hate 
this foule and crying Sionc1n others, and religiouſly, and Conſtantly "apoid it in our 


ſclves. 


HE foundation of this Hiſtory , is laid in the faire and famous City of 
Verona, (antiently a great Colony of the Romans, fince a free eſtate of 
it ſelfe, but now dependant and ſubiect to the Eſtate and Seignory of 
Venice ) wherein their lately dwelt an old Gentleman being a widdower, 
- and one of thechiefeſt and nobleſt fgmilies oper, named Seignyor 
Fabritins Mittiata, who was rich ig lands, butgxceeding-Wealthy in mpny, ( wherept 
hee had put a great and remarkeable Summe tn the banke of Venice) hekad oneonely 
Childe, a daughter of ſome eighteen yeeres of. age, named Dona Feliſannz, who) was 
wonderfull faire, and a moſt lovely ſweet Creature, tall and ſlenderof ſtature, of 
yellow golden haire, and ſanguine damaske Roſe'Complexion 3" Now as her beauty 
wasevery way anſwerable to her birth and extraGion, noleſle were her ſingular ver- 
tues and ſweet perfeCtions to her begutys and as wealth, beauty, and vertue concurring 
and meeting together,are three powerfull lures & attractive Adamants to draw the de- 
ſires & affetions of many noble gentlemen to ſeek her in marriagezSo two of her chiefe 
Suitors and who chiefely flattered their hopes to intoy this ſweet and pretious [ewell of 
nature,and who ſtood in beſt poſlibility to beare away her affection and her {elfe, was 
Seignior Thomas Planeze, a brave young Gentleman of the neighbour City of Mantova, 
of a ſweet preſence,and proper comely feature,of ſome twenty five yeeres old,nct very 
rich, yet endued with competent meanes to maintaine himſclfe like himſelfe, but inft- 
nitely well bred, and adorned and honoured with all thoſe generous parts and endow- 
ments which are requiſite to mak= the gallants of our times compleat, and the other 
Seignior Inan de Borlari, a vety rich Gentleman of the ſame City of Yerozea proper man 
of countenance, but of perſonage ſomewhat crooke backed, and much Camber-legged, 
and drawing towards forty yeeres of age - but of education,\ conditions and quali- 
ties ſo ignorant and incivill, as hee ſeemed to be rather a Citzzenthag. a Gentleman, 
or indeed, more a clowne than a Citizen, and yet otherwiſe of metall and courage 
enough : And that wee may the more apparantly ſee, and perfectly know, upon what 
termesthey both ſtand, as well in the opinion of the Father, as the affettion of the 
Daughter; Miriata 18 infinitely deſirous of Burlari for his ſonne in law, but not of 
Tlaneze ;, and Feliſanna is exceedingly affefted to take Planeze for her Husband, but 
not Borlari; which they both perceiving, whiles Borlari intends to ſeeke the affe&ion 
and conſent of the Father. before that of the Daughter 3 Planeze ſhapes a contrary 
courſe, reſolves to ſeeke and preferre that of the Daughter before the Fathers 
the regard of Borlari his wealth, and of Plenezes poverty with covetous Miziatalike a 
furious ſtreame, or impetuous Torrent, beares downe all other regards and confidera- 
tions before it. But the conſideration and reſpedt of Borlari-his deformed perlonage, 
and then that of Plenezes ſweet feature and deportment with amorous Feliſanna,as a deli 
cious charme, and heart-raviſhing extaſir, ſweeps away all other regards and reſpedts 
whatſoever. The Father bids Ber{arsto be cou and cheerefull, andthen he ſhall 
not faile to-have his daughter for his wife;But the daughter ary be diſcreet 
and conſtant, and then ſhe will not - teu ke im.forberh 4; Was few 
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his love toBorlary, forbids Planeze his houſe, andthe company of his daughter 5 Fe- 
lijannz torevealc her deere and fervent attection to Planeze.,aflureth him hee (hall often 
enjoy both her ſight and company, but confidently if not peremptorily, prohibits Boy- 
lari to approach her preſence. Thus whiles Borlari often frequenteth anc converſeth 
with the Father publikely, no lefſe, or indeed farre oftner doth Planeze privately, and 
whiles the firſt hath more cauſe to deſpaire, than reaſon to hope of her attef&ion and 
cofert to bz his wife : the ſecond hath all the reaſons and cauſes of the world, not one- 
ly to hope but to aſſure himſelfe thereof; But the patience of a little time, will ſhortly 
reſolve our curioſity, whereunto theſe different affetions will tend,and what the event 
and iſſue will be of theſe their oppoſite intentions and reſolutions. 

But becauſe the ambition and wiſdome of Borlary will make it conſpicuous and aps 
parant to his Miſtris, That there is as much difference berwixt him,and Plaxeze,as there 
1s betweene herſelfe,and her Chamber-maid Radegonda; Hee therefore ſeeing that hee 


cannot hitherto gaine her by the perſwalion of her father, now hopes and attempts it, 
by this her maids ſolicitation z as holding her to be a fit inſtrument for the compaſling * 


of hisdeſires,and a proper Agent for the perfeCting and crowning of his wiſhes, becauſe 
his beſt genius and intelligence informe him, that thee hath a great power and bearesa 
great ſtroke and ſway with her Miſtres:But we ſhalt ſhortly ſee, and he too ſoone ftinde 
the contrary, and that thefe his j]l grounded hopes and undervalewing attempt of his, 
will both deceive his ambition,and betray his wiſdome and judgement. Now to gaine 
this her chambermaide Kadegonda to his will, that thereby with the more facility and 
cheerefulneſle,ſhe may obtaine him her Miſtres, her favour and afteCtion : Hee bribes 
her with filver and Gold,and many other gifts, if not too coſtly for his giving, yetI am 
ſure too rich for her receiving, and'in requitall thereofſhe with her tongue promiſeth 
him her beſt power and affliſtance towards her Miſtris,but in her heart —_— the con- 
trary, which is directed to betray him; He ſends likewiſe by her to his love, and her Mi- 
ſtris divers curious rich preſents and two Letters, and prayes herto taketime at advan- 
tage,and {o todeliver themto her from him, the which likewiſe ſhee faithfully promi- 
ſeth, but yet intends nothing leſle, ſo ſhe holds it rather a vertue than a vice, to keepe 
theſe preſents for her ſelfe, and to give the letters to his Corrivall Planeze, to whom( by 
ſolemne oath ) ſhe had formerly ingaged her beſt art and power, and her chiefeſt afli- 
ſtance. Which policy,or rather which fallacy of hers,is not ſo ſecretly borne betwixt Pla- 
weze and herſelfe,but Borlarz (by ſome liniſter accidentall meanes) hath perfect notice 
thereof, which he takes ſo unkindely at Radegondaes hands,as(conſulting more with paſ- 
ſion then reaſon) his heart is ſo inflamed with Choll -r, and his reſolution with revenge 


againſt her, that (1mpaticnt of all delayes ) he ſends for her one afternoone to meet him - 


at the Amphitheatre, and from thence goes with her to the next ſtreet to a friends 
houſe of his, where aſcending a chamber and bolting the doore within (ide to him, hee 
( with choller and threats) chargeth her with this her ingratefull infidelity and trea- 
chery towards him ; when drawing all the truth from her, by making herſelfe a 
witnefle againſt her ſelfe, as well of the delivery of his letters to Planeze, as alſo of kee- 
ping her preſents for herſelfe,and that her Miſtris and he ate ſolemnly contracted each 
to other: Hee there m meere revenge to her, andin malice and diſdaine to her Miſtris, 
puls offher head attire,and very baſely & violently cuts away alt her hayre,and throwes 
t intothe fire,notwithſtanding that Radegonda firlt fell on her knees, and with infinite 
teares und prayers beſought him to the contrary:But as he hath made it an at of his re- 
venge to Radegorrda, and of his difdaine to her lady, his unkihde miſtris Feliſarna, lo hee 
now likewiſe reſolves to make it one of his juſtifications to the world, Poore RK ade - 
gonda's all in teares and choller at this her diſgracefull accident received of Borlar7; 
and no lefle, but rather farre more is her young Lady and Miltris Feliſan#a, the griefe 
of the one mgendring the  choller of the other, yea this ignoble and malicious 
fatof his doth-ſo deepely ſticke in her heart and mind, and ſo extreamely exaſpe- 


rateth her againſthim, as ſhe makes her lover Plaxeze acquainted therewith, Rhee 
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withſtanding her fathers prohibition) was then diſcended his Coach and aſcended the 

Parlor tovilit her. Planeze wondreth and grieves at this incivill and baſe indignity;of 
Borlari towards Radegondas, which hee every wayes ſees can no way but refletl on the 

other part of himſclfe Feliſanna,and ſo conſequently on himſelfe : When (being in her 

preſence)the paſſions of his affeCtion, and the fumes of his revenge ſo farre eclipſe and 

tranſport his judgement, as he freely profereth her his ſword, and ſelfe, to right Rade- 

gondaes wrong, on the perſon and life of Borlari, the which courtelie and noble affeftion 

and reſpect of his, Fehſanna takes moſt lovingly and kindely of him,but yet loves him fo 

tenderly and dearely,that by no meanes ſhe wil permit him to ingage,much lefle to ha- 

zard himſelfe in this triviall quarrell; which being (as ſhee affirmed) more feminine 

then maſculine, did therefore more properly belong to her owne deciding and. 
requitall, the-which (in that regard ) ſhe prayed him wholly to leave and referre to 

herſelfe. 

Borlari(by ſome of Miniataes domeſtique ſervants, whom in fayour of mony he hath 
made to be his friendly Spiesand intelligencers) heares hereof, and eſpecially takesno- 
tice of Planezes forwardnesto fight with him ror the quarrell of a poore chamber-maid, 
{o ſeeing that he conld hope for nothing but for deſpaire in his afteftion from Feliſarens, 
he takes this fo ill from Plareze,)whoalthough he be his rivall and comperitor, yet be» 
ing ina manner but a ſtranger to him ) that he cannot, he will not. be outbraved by this 
Mantoveſſe in any point of conrage or valour,and therefore to prevent his infalting and 
daring Generoſity, and togive him a touch and taſte of his owne:He the next morning 
by his laquey-Romeo ſends him this challenge. 


BoRLARY tOPLANEZE- 


N regard thou conldeſt not content thy ſelfe to bereave me of the Lady Feliſanna, whoſe 
ſweet beanty and wertues are by farre more deare and pretions ta mee then my life, but that 
(with much oftentation and malice) thou likewiſe my it thy Trophees end Glorie, to offer 
ber the ſacrifice of my death,onely for the triviall reſpe& of her Chambermaids haire 5 Therefore 
becauſe thou makeſt ſo ſmall an eſteeme of my life ; My reputation invites, and mine honour con- 
iures meto ſee what care thou wilt have for the defence and preſervation of thine owne.To which 
end, T pray thee to meet mee to morrow ( betwixt five and ſexe of the clocke in the afternoons ) 
with thy ſongle Rapier without ſeconds,in the firſt meadow without the Vinſenſa gate of this Ci= 
ty,where 7 will attend thy arrivall, with much zeale 4nd impatiency, Thow art Noble enongh to 
bee ſo generons,and I generous enough to try if thou wilt appeare,aud approve thy ſelfe ſo Noble. 


BORLARY- 


The Lady Feliſanna well knowing Romeo to bee Borlari his laquey,and ſceing him de- 
hver a letter to her lover Plareze,which ſhe feareth to be ſome challenge,ſhe thereat(a- 
dorning and beautifying her lilly checkes with a Roſeat bluſh ) prayes him to tell her 
what Borlary his letter contained 3 W hen(his owne honour getting the ſupremacy of his 
affection towards her)he tels her, that Borlaritherein onely requeſted him, to meet him 
the next day in the Domo ( which is the Cathedrall Church of that City dedicated to 
Saint pews ue which he is now going to grant him-in his anſwer. But Feliſavnu, ſtill 
iealous and tearefull)prayes bim to ſhew her thoſe two letters,which he pleaſantly puts 
off with ſome kiſles,and yet her bloud and heart ſo freezeth within her with feare,as (he 
uſeth the beſt power of her art,and the chiefeſt Art of her affection, to coniure him not 
tofall out, muchlefſe to fight with Borlary at their meeting in the Church.Plaveze tels her 
he is too ureligiousto be ſoprophanetodiſdaine and pollute that ſacred place with the 
effuſion of Chriſtian bloud, becauſe it is the tewple of prayer, the houſe of God, and 
therefore every way fitter. for a peacefull attonement and reconciliation,then for a con- 
tentious quarrell,now (as the malice of men is finite, but of women infinite.) why cron 
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ſecing her Planeze going to write his letter, revenge and choller being then extrava- 
gantly predominant in her lookes and reſolutions, ſhe haſtily ſteps downe into a cham- 
ber next to the garden, where ſhe ſends for Borlaries laquey Romeo, and cauſeth three of 
her groomes(whom ſhe had purpoſely placed there by force and violence to cut oft his 
righteare ; which they prefently doe, notwithſtanding that he uſedathonſand intrea- 
ties and prayers to her todiverther from this her unworthy and malicious fact,and then 
haſtily departing from him,ſhe ſpake this to him : Tell thy Maſter Borlari, that I have 
cauſed thine eare to be cut off, torequite the affront and diſgrace which he offered me 
incutting off my chambermaid Kadegondaes haire. 

Planeze having ſecretly to himſelfe read Borlari his challenge: Hee thinkes ſo honou- 
rably of himſelte,and ſo diſgracefully of him,as he not a l:ttle wondereth to ſee, that he 
- haththe courage to write to him, muchleſle the reſolutionto fight with him 5 When 
grieving that he cannot now have the felicity and honour to make tryall of his yalour 
tohimſelfe, and affe<Ction to his miſtris upon a more generous ſpirit, and nobler perſo- 
nage then Borlari,he accepts his challenge;and in this anſwer promiſeth himtomeethim 
and performe it, the which he honourably conceales from Feliſaxnaes feare and icalou- 
fie,and ſo ſealing up his letter, he goes downe to delwer it to Borlury his Lagchs and re- 
{olvesto diſpeed and haſten his returne, but contrary to his expectation hee findes this 
laquey Roxeeo bitterly ſtorming and weepingzand ſo demanding the cauſe thereof, hee 
then and there by a Gentleman his ſervant, is firſt informed of the Laqueys diſgrace, 
and of the manner thereof as we have underſtood; Planeze is wonderfully grieved at this 
diſaſterous accident, but love preſcribes ſo powerfull a law to his diſcretion, as he is in- 
forced to beare up with the time and ſo todiflembleit, and when 1n the language of a 
victory and a triumph Feliſanzaacquaints him therewith ; he holds it diſcretion, rather 
to winke atit,and diſlemble it with ſilence, then to remember it with choller or repre- 
henſion towards her 3 So he to acquit his ignorance, reputation and honour herein to- 
wards Borlarz, cals his laquey agaige,and vowes and proteſteth to him,as he is a Gentle- 
wan that hee is free from being any way knowing or acceſlary to this his diſgrace 
and diſaſter, and bids him to aſſure his Maſter from him, that hee is every way Inno- 
cent hereof,the which he would have ſignified to him in writing, but that his letter was 
ſealed before he knew it, and ſo giving him ſome crownesto waſh downe his anger and 
ſorrow,he then takes leave of him. 

Romeo (ayes little but thinkes the more, and as hee diſdaineth to bewray any 
appearance of griefe hereat, ſo hee cannot cloake that of his choller, nor over- 
vaile or ſmother that of revenge, in their fatall effe&ts, which time will too ſoone 

roduce, 
i Romeo 1n great baſte and more choller,arrives to his maſter Borlaries preſence, gives 
him Planezes letter,who very ſpeedily and haſtily breaking up the ſeales thereof findes' 
therein thele lines. 


PLANEZE to BORLARY, 


Acknowledge it to be rather thy misfortune then my merits that induceth the faire and ver- 
ftuous Lady Feliſinva to give ber affeFion to mee, and not to thy ſelfe, the which as a rich 
treaſure, and pretious Tewell J doe not onely efteemie equall to my life, but a thouſand degrees 
above it, and therefore it was with much affeFion and zeale to her, and with no oſtentation or 
malice to thy ſelfe.that I tendred ber my beſt ſervice, to right her of the ignoble wrong which thou 
didft offer to her Chamber-maid Radegonde. 71» whichregard, becauſe thou purpoſely giveſt 4 
ſniſter conſtryi#ion to my intent therein, and art ſa ambitiouſly reſolute to hazard thy honour 
and life int hope of the loſſe of mine, 1 oe _ _ and cheerefully accept of thy challenge, 
and my impatience and zeal ſhall anticipate thine before I performe it, wherein if my Repier 
give uot the lie to my bloud, my misfortune to my Rapier, thou ſhalt fiude mee enough noble and 
generans to attempt this ductl fer thy ſake, and to finiſh whoſe of greater danger for the Led Fe- 
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lifannas ſake» who 7 ſreely proſeſſe is the Empreſſe of my affeFions, andtill death ſhall bee the 
Pneene Regent 0{ my deſires and wiſhes. 


PLANEZE. 


Borliri hathno ſooner peruſed and oreread this letter of Planeze, but finding his 
challenge accepted, he is exceeding glad 1nd ioyfull thereof, as if his glory conſiſted 
in his ſhame, and his ſafety in hisdanger : Then hislaquey Romeo acquaints him with 
hisdiſprace aCted,ſaith he,wholly by Dora Feliſarna,and no way as he vowes and thinks 
by the conſent or knowledge of Planeze, and fo relates all that he and ſhe charged him 
to report unto him : The which Borlarihearing and underſtanding, hee extreamely 
ſtormes to {ce his owne affront and diſgrace, offered and brought home unto him 
in that othis Laquey : When having other affaires and bufineſle 1nhishead, he con- 
tents himſclfe for that time togive him ſome gold, thereby the ſooner to make him for- 
get the loſle of His eare, which his lockes better then his lookes could now overvaile 
and cover. iy 

Theſe two inconſiderate Gentlemen, ( being infinitely more ambitious to preſerve 
their honours then their lives, and*more carefull of their reputations towards the foo- 
liſh people of the world,then of their ſoules towards God)are now fitting of their Ra- 
piers and Chirurgions, to diſpatch this their raſh enterpriſe and irreligious buſineſle, 
and it is not the leaſt part of Planezes diſcretion and care to play the Mercury, and now 
to blinde the Argxs eyes of Feliſarmaes feare and vigilancy, and how to ſee a beginnin 
andend to this duell, with his generoſity and fame,that he be no way diſturbed or pre- 
vented by her in the performance thereof : The prefixed houre being come, Borlary 
( with his Chirurgcon ) as Challenger, comes fir{t intothe field, I meane into the mea- 
dow, the deſigned place and theatre where they intend toadt this their bloudy Trage- 
dy, and he hath not ſtayed halfe a quarter of an houre, but Plazeze the Challenged ar- 
rives there likewiſe with his Chirurgion - When their malice is ſo furious, and their 
courages ſo inflamed each againſt other, as paſling over their ſaluting ceremonies 
without a ceremony, they putting themſelves into their ſhirts, doe both of them draw, 
and ſoapproach each other. At their firſt comming up, Planeze runnes Borlari through 
the left thigh,and Borlary him in the right fhoulder, and the ſight of their ſcarlet bloud 
upon their white ſhirts doth rather revive than quench their courages : At their ſecond 
meeting, Borlary runnes Planeze into the rightarme of alarge and deepe wound, and 
Planeze dies not in debt for it, but requites it with a dangeruus one in the ſmall of his 
belly, which went neere to prove mortall, for it fetcht much bloud from him, made 
him to beginne to faint and ſtagger, ſo being both of them well neere out of breath, 
they make a ſtand to breath and take the benefit of the aire, but their hearts and ahi- 
moſity are ſo great as they will not as yet deſiſt or leave off, but now begin afreſh to re- 
double their blowes and courages, and here they traverſe their ground togaine the ad- 
vantage of the Sunne - with farre more adviſement and diſcretion then beliee. Now at 
this their third comming up,Borlari preſents Planezea furious thruſt,but he very aftive- 
ly andnimbly wards it off him, and in exchange runnes Borlari into the necke, a little 
wide of histhroat bole: whereat Planeze inſtantly cloſing with him, hee fairely attemp- 
ted to whip up his heeles, but that Borlari his ſtrength prevented Planezes agility : when 
each having the other by the collar of their ſbirts with one hand,& their rapiers inthe 
other, as they are ſtriving and ſtrugling together, God (more out ofhis gracious good- 
nefle and mercy then of their deſires and wiſhes) is pleaſed that neither of them ſþall 

, forthis time dye. For the Earle of *Lxcerne riding poaſt ( with three Gentlemen in his 
company)from Yerice towards Twrin,chanced toefpie and ſeethem in the meadow, al- 

| moſtallcovered over with ſweat,- bloud, and duſt, when hee and they leaping from 
* their Horſes, he very honourably and ey runnes to themand parts them ; offe- 
ring them his beſt power and a pretty parcell of his time,to end and ſhut up their diffe- 
rences in a friendlyattonement and reconciliation, but ſo inveterate and ſtrong(by this 
time ) 
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ticme)is their malice each toother, as he found it no way feaſeable but impoſſible to ef- 
fe it:So this brave and honourable Eaxle contents himfelfeyzto recondut and ſee them 
ſafeintothe City;where privately leaying them to their future fortunes, be againe takes 
horſe-and away.Our two Duelliſts having firſt thanked him for his noble Courteſie to- 
wards them, butotherwiſe they are WIGY grieved to ſee the yictory puld out of 
their bands, forthe vanity and 1mpiety of either of them flattered and bounded their 
hopes witli no lefſe ambntion andfelicity, then each their owne life,and either of them 
the death of his adverſary. But as they are gratefull to the Earle of Lacerr for this bis 
honourable courtefie towards them; yetthey are ſo irreligious as they looke not up to 
hetven,;nor once havethe grace to thinke on God, much lefle to thanke his divine Ma- 
ie{ty.fornow ſo mercitully and fo gratioufly withdrawing them as it wete from out the 
very iawes of death 3 but ſtillthey retaine their malice and cheriſh and foment their re- 
venge each to other, eſpecially Borlary to Planeze,for it is a Continuall priyate griete and 
a ſecret Corralive to his content and minde, to ſee that he is inforced to weare the wil- 
low Garland, and that Planeze muſt beare away his faire and beautifull Miſtris Feliſae- 
»afrom him : But wee will for a little time, leave them to their thoughts, and theit 
thoughts to God, and ſo againe ſpeake of Komev, the Laquey of Borlary, who as a 
wretched and moſt execrable villame comes now to aft a bloody and wofull part in 
this Hiſtory. | 

For we muſt here underſtand,that this lewd Laquey Komeo,is ſo extreamely incenſed 
with choller and mmraged with maliceagainſt the Lady Fel;ſazzrafor the loſle of his eare, 
as ( being ſeduced and incouraged by the Devill) he was once of the minde to have 
murthered her in the ſtreet, the very firſt time he had met or ſcene her:but then againe 
reſpeCting bis maſter Borlary, whom he knew afieGed her tenderly and deerely, he for- 
ſooke that opinion of his and reſolved to wreake his wrath and indignation upon her 
three ſervants who were the Actors of cutting off hjs eare, as he was the Author therof: 
But then againe remembring that he knew them not,nor any of them for that they were 
all purpoſely masked and dilguiſed, He then ſwaps a bargaine with the devill, and the 
devill with him, that the ſtorme of this his malice and revenge ſhould aſſuredly fall on 
Radegonda her Chambermaid,from whomit originally proceeded, and from this reſo- 
lution he is ſoexecrably prophane and bloudy, as hee vowes that neither Heaven or 
Earth,God or man ſhall diverthim. 

But as Envy cannot prove {o pernitious an enemy to others as to herſclfe, fo Re- 
verige will in theend aſlyredly make us as miſerable, as firſt it fallly promiſed to make 
us h . 

mat] continueth (till reſolute in his rage, and implacable in his revenge towards 
Radeconda(and yet poore innocent harmeleſle ſoule,ſhe was not lomuch as guilty of a 
bad Sought zachleſic of a bad action oroftce towards hun 4 and therefore leaſt.de- 
ſerving this hisrevenge ; ')- when waiting many nightsfor her, as ſhe flued forth in the 
ſtreet in her Ladies errands;he at lait in a darke night fou ndher,and there flew her with 
his rapier, giviag her foure ſeverall wounds, wherect he mought have ſparedthe thyee 
laſt,becauſe the very firſt was mortall; and thereupon betoake himſdlfe a0 his hetles 
and fled through the ſtreets,where the pooges flocked together atthe report and know- 

doe of this lamentable Murther, but God is ſoexaſperated at this foulle and lamenta- 
ble fat of his, as (in his Starre-chamber ofHeaven)hee hath oxdamed and decreed;that 
Romeo ſhall inſtantly receive condigne puniſhment for the ſame as not deſerving tofur- 
vive it, for running through the ſtreets to provide for his ſafety and life:He at laſt tooke 
the river of Addice, neere the old caſtle, where thinking to {wimme over to the other 
fide,or to hide himſelfe in ſome of the mill-boats, he was diſcovered by the ſentinels 

for the watch was already ſet) and the newes of this murther was by this time reſoun- 
din ecchoing in all parts of the Citty.The Soyldiers of the Caſtle ſuſpected him to 
be the murtherer, they ſend a boat after him and apprehend him - ſo by thecriminall 
Iudges he is committed to priſon for that night,and being the next morning accuſed by 
| 5 , Seig- 
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Seienior Miniata by way of torture, & by the Lady Feliſannabis daughter by legaltorder 
for the murthering of herChambermaid Radegonda,he without any thought of feare,or 
ſhew of ſorrow or repentance, freely confeſſethit;forthe which heispþyeſchtlycondeim- 
ned to be hahged.and the ſame day after dinyer he was accordinglyAHpatchedandex- 
ecuted,notwithſtanding that his maſter Borlariquſed his beſt friends and/poweryyea and 
roffered two hundred zechins to ſave him. Thus we ſee there was but one poore night 

Ceniteene Romeoes taking away Radegondaes life,and loling of his owne, and 'betweene 
her murthering and his hanging;At his execution he ſpakenot a wordeither of thelofle 
of hiseare by the Lady Feliſanna, or of that of Radegowazes hae by his maſter Bowars, 
whereat both of them exceedingly rejoyce,and no lefle doth Plareze : But forthe other 
ſpeeches which this bloudy footman deliveredon the Jadderat his execution;they.were 
either ſo ungodly,or ſo impertinent,as the relation thereof no way deſerves my per; or 
my Readers knowledge. | | 

And hereto leave the dead Servant Romeo,returne wee againe toſpeake of his living 
Maſter Borleri : who after he had ſpent much time and labour, ahd as Imay fay,ran his 
invention and wit out of breath, to ſeeke to prevent that Planeze mought not marry 
the faire Feliſanna, hath notwithſtanding, to his matchleſle griefe, and unſeparable for- 
row ſeene thatit is all bootleſle ant in vaine,for by this time ſhe through the importu- 
tunity of her teares and prayers hath obtained her father Miniat es conſent, to take 
and injoy Seiexior Planeze, tor her Husband : whento both their hearts delight and 
content,they are ſolemnely marryed in Yeroxa,and in that height of pompe and brave- 
ry as isrequiſite totheir noble ranke and qualitie, When Plazeze the more to pleaſe his 
new wife leaves Manteva,and wholly builds up his reſidence 1n Verona with her, andin 
her father Miniataes houſe, who never hated him ſo much heretofore, ' as now hee 
deepely affe&ts and loves him, and to ſay and write the truth, hee well deſerved that 
affection of the father, and this love of the daughter 3 ith the luſtre and vertne of his 
actions made it apparant'toall Yerona, yea to all 7taly, that hee _—_ a molt kinde 
and loving Husband to the one, anda moſt obedient, and reſpective {onne in law to 
the other. | 

Now although Fel;ſannabee thus marryed to Planeze, yet the affeftion of Borlari to 
her, is ſtill ſo farre from fading or withering thereat,as it reviveth and flouriſherh at the 
ſight of her pure and delicate beauty for thoſe golden treſles of her haire,thoſe ſplen- 
dant raies ot her ſparkling eyes,and thoſe delicious lillies and Roſes of her cheekes doe 
aCt ſach wonders 1n his heart,and his heart in his reſolutionsthat his luſt ecclipfing his 
judgement,and outbraving his diſcretion he cannot, hee will not refraine, to try if hee 
can yet procure and get her to bee his friend though not his witezand ſo futurely to ob- 
taine that curteſie from her by the eye,which formerly he knewt impoſſible for him to 
get by the maine. To which end hisafteCtion or rather his follyaxgving no truce to his 
thoughts,nor peace to his minde, becauſe both the one and the other were ſtill rangin 
and ruminating on Feliſaynaes {weet Idea, and delitious feature, He- enters intoa confi- 
deration and conſultaticn with himſelfe, whetherhe ſhould bewray his amorousflame 
toher by himſelfe or by ſome other, or either by his penne or his trongae:3 when after 
hee had propoſed and exchanged many poore reaſons and triviall: Motives Pro and 
Con, heeatlaſtreſolves on the laſt, which is todoe it by letters, when hying himſclfe 
to his armmgy traceth her theſe lines, which by rakes fo friend of his he forthwith 
ſends ber. rk | : 
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BoRLARY to FELISANNA. 


Will crave no other witneſſe but my ſelfe,of thy fervent love and ON EIS to thee 5 
for none can betler teſtifie, how F alwayes made it my chiefeſtCare and Ambition to make the 
dignity of my zeale anſiwerable to that of thy beauty ;, and that this mought bee as truely Im- 

#0rtall,as that is divinely rare and rarely excellent which to confirme,1 have ſealed it with ſome 
bloud,but wit b more teares, ſo that although thou haſt given thy ; oy from me to Planeze, 
yet my heart and ſoule tells me it is impoſſeble ts give mine to any but to the Lady Feliſanna. And 

-becau'e thou canſt not be nry wrfe,therefore Tpray be pleaſed to reſolve to live my friend, as in re= 

quitall T doe dye thy Servant. I confeſſe T am not worthy of thy affeFion, much leſſe to injoy the 
ſweet fruit therof,thy ſweet ſelfe;yet becauſe I cannot be more thine then I am therefore I pray thee 
make thy ſelfe as much mine as thou mayeſt be. Thy heart fhall not be a truer Secretary to our of- 
fetions then my tongue, .end for the times and places of onr meetings, Imholly referre it to th 
will and pleaſure, which zvine ſhall ever carefully attend,and religronſly obey.Iſe »d thee my nf 4 
heart incloſed in this Letter, andif thou vouch/afe toreburne me a prece of thine in exchange, 
Heaven may, but Earth cannot croſſe our affettion. 


BORLARY. 


The Lady Fel;ſanma receives this letter with much wonder,and orereades it with more 
Contempt & Choller, for it the diſdained Borlary and his affe&on when ſhe was a maid; 
much more doth ſhe now when God and her Husband have made her a wif : One ſhe 
was of opiniqn to have throwne this his Letter intothe fire, and haye anfwered it with 
diſdaine and hlencezBut then againe conſidering the vanity of his thoughts,and the ob- 
ſ:xnity of his debires, ſhee conceived he mought (peradventure) impute her lilence toa 
degree of conſent :. and thereforethouygh not in affefion to him, yet in diſcretion and 
love to her honour, (he refolvesto returne him an anſwer, when knit ing her browes 
with anper,dipping her pen im galland vinegar, and ſetting a ſharpe edge of contempt 
and Choller an her reſoktions, ſhe haſtily frames her Letter, and gives it to his owne 
Medfnger todeliver it toBerlari,whoſe heart ſteering his courſe betwixt hope and feare 
41 hereceive it: be firſt kiſſing it,andthen haſtily breaking up the ſeales thereofgfigdes 
that it ſpeakes rhis language, 


FELISANKNA to BokLARY. 


« YFuhon want anywitn: Jes ofthy folly not of thy affe&ion,thy obſtinate and vaine perſeverance 
herein, of one makes me calpable to ſernefar w:my. Aud if thou had(l beene as truely careful! 
and ambitious of th. 2 owne homour, as thou falſly pre endeſt to be of my poore beauty, thou 

wouldeſt not ſo often k .ve ſacrificed thy ſhame to my glory, nor ſo ſottiſhly have caſt away thy 

Bloud cor teares vn my conterspt How thay intendeſt to diſpoſe of thy jelfe, Tneither aefire to 

Fon nor care to underſtand. But as 7 Renter iy ſoude to God, ſoGod bath given my heart to 

"y bucband Planeze,from whom neither the malice of Satan or power of bel ſal witharaw jt, 

e 45 T ans Felifanna, 7 deteſt thy luſt fiel! ſuit and as Planercs wife, I defie both it and thy 

Rifesz And thus to be thy friend, thou ſhalt finde me thy friend, but for ſuch ſervants as thyjel/jel 

Veave them to their owne Por Infamy and;Repent ante.d make God he Secretary of my alt iqus, 

and my busband of myaffe@ions, therefore it ſhall pleaſe mee well when J underftand hat thy 


bs; will recant thy folly.I repent thyandiſcretion towards mein ſeeking to ered tbe Trophees 
fs 
Tereaft 


er thou inſpire and fortsfie not thy heart with more religions,and leſſe ſtnjul defires and af- 
Fe ions, that Earth can. dud bleuvenwell make thee as truely wiſer able,as now thou falfly thrnkgſt 
ba | | F £ELSSAN Nas 


f 


laſtivious luſt upon the ruines of , vy pure and candide honour: And Le thee, that af 
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Bortary at the reading of this Letter of Feliſanna, is ſo galled with griefeand nel d 
with ſorrow,to {ce his refuſall ſen t him in her diſdaine, as he knowes not wo what paſji- 
on to betake himſelfe for eaſe,or to what Saint for comfort,for the conſideration of hex 
coyneſle and cruelty,makes his diſpaire to gaine ſo much on his hopes,that once he was 
minded abſolutely to forſake her, and to court heratie&ion go more, but then agaire 
his luſtfull heart and defires, remembring the freſhneſle of her beauty and the (weer- 
neſle of her youth, hee held himſelfe a coward, every way unworthy to emoy ſo fairea 
Lady, and ſo ſweet an Ange], if he retyred upon her firſt travel eerily becaule as 
thoſ. Cities and Caſtles, ſo thoſe Ladies and Gentlewomen who entertaine a pearle.are 
already halfe wonne.In which confideration becauſe it many times proves an errour in 
Nature ; bur ſtill in judgement, to flatter our ſelves moſt, with that which wee 
moſt hope for and deſire, He therefore once more reſolves to hazard another letter to 
her,as having ſome reaſons to beleeve,that his ſecond may perchance obtaine that from 
her which his firſt could not, for that heknows that moſt ladies and gentlewomen pride 
themſelves with this felicity to bee often ſought and importunately ſued unto by their 
lovers, wherefore reſolving once more totry his fortune, and her courteſie,he by his 


former meſſenger greets her with theſe lines. 
| late diſreſpeF and contempt of me in thy Letter,is not ſufficiently prevalent to make me, 
| or ſo ſoone or ſoſleightly forſake thee. For although thou terme my love folly, and my af 
fetion obſtinacy, yet untill thou ceaſe to be faire, finde it not ſtrange, if it be impoſſible for me to 
ceaſe to be aſfettionate: Neither doe 1 ſacrifice my ſhame to thy Glory,or caft away my teares on thy 
contempt, fith T "or pars it more out of daty then complement, and rather out of true Zeale then 
falſe bypocriſie. And as the ſtrongeſt Cities and Caſt ler by the rule of war, ſo the faireſt beautieg, 
by that of love,deſerve to be honoured with more then one aſſault and ſeige 5 and that Cavilleir 
cannot juſtly,be tearmed.cither a Gentleman,a Souldier, or a Lover who will reſolve to be put off 
with the firſt repulſe, eſpecially from ſo ſweet,and ſo beautifull an enemy as thy ſelfe : Neither cax 
it any way breed infamy or repentance in me to be ſervant toſo deare, and ſlave to ſo faire a Mi 
ſiris, becauſe the excellency of thy beauty is every way capable both to confound ſence, and to ſub- 
vert and overthrow Reaſon.Be then but as courteous as thou art faire, and as kinde as T am con 
fhant. and thou ſhalt find that I onely deſire to ere the Trophes of mine Honour andGlory npom 
thoſe of thy content,to ſacrifice my beſt life at the ſhrine and altar f w beauty,and to devote and 
proſtrate my beſt zeale and ſervice to the feet of thy Commands, which if thou pleaſe to grant ze , 
Earth will not make me miſerable,but Heaven fortunate. _ 
4 ORLARY. 


BORLARY to FELISANNA. 


Hy ſweet and excellent beauty hath enkindled ſo fervent a flame in my heart, that thy 


The Lady Feliſarna having received and oreread this ſecond Letter of Borlarz, as one 
way ſhe laughes to ſee the conſtancy of his folly; and indiſcretion, ſoanother way ſhee 
ſtormes, and yet grieves to ſee her ſelfe tobee both the objeft and the cauſe thereof 
When returning to the party who brought ither, ſhe thinkes to vent part of her choller 
on him,taxeth hjs audacity and raſhnefle herein. -and ſtrittly conjures him to bring hef 
no'more of Boylary his Letters : yea, ſhe is ſo farre tranſported with paflion and choller 
againſt Borlary for ſending them to her, as now ſh2 reſolves to anfwer this. with Weyor, 
and henceforth to burne all other which are ſent or. brought to ker from:him becauſe 
his folly make him culpableof ſending,ſhe will notfuturely make heyſelfe guilty ofre= 

ceiving any more. But here again, her thoughts are take-up withfearg ber heartſur- 
-. priſed with reſolution and doubt, whether(yea or ſhe ſhould. ſhewithele bis two let- 
ters to her Husband : For her affeQtion is ſo tender, fo faithfull, ſo conſtantto him; be- 
cafe ſhe likewiſe knowes that his is reciprocally ſo to her,that ſhe will rather diſpleaſe 


herſclfe, then any way diſcontent him, or adminiſter him the leaſt cauſe whatſoever, to 
; 60” 8 runne 
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ps pave the hazard of his diſpleaſure gy j fignar jons, for a6. hy concealing them from 
sknowled, 1; ſhee wo alan by nr hankag oxeyer huſh'd up in nce., and 
of in oblzyion  Sqcoptrariwile, at either through Bela his malice 
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pe Huſband the firſt Letter of 
econd Letter, the which ſhe informes him; ſheeanſwered with filence and contempt, 
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gaye.bnw in marriage. | k 
Plareze at the hearing of theſe ſpeeches, and the reading of theſe Letters, doth 
at oge inſtaat both bluſh and ih as hee lookes pale with Evie towards Borlars, 
toſee how ſectetly and ſubtily bee endevoureth to ruine his honour ip that of hi 
wifes; ſo he bluſheth for love towards her, to, ſee how ſweetly and chaſtly ſhe had 
demeaned her ſelfe in hex anſwer.to him, as alſo what a wiſe and loving part lt, was 
in her ſo punctually and fully to acquaint him therewith when in requitall heregf he 
hives her many praiſes and kiſſes, extolls her chaſtity and vertues to the ſkie,and coy 
emnes Borlarie his luſtfull vites to Hell, and although (for the preſent) ſhee al 
ſome incongruity in his ſpeeches, and obſerves ſome perturbation in his lookes, yer 
he makes his affeQtion ſo apparant to her, and diſſembleth his hatred and choller to- 
wards Borlari ſo ſecretly and artificially 3 That his wife Fel;ſanxa wholly repoſing her 
felfe upon het owne integrity, and her HaſbanFErHIOns ſhe.({weet innocent La- 
M7 littledreames or thinkes of any diſaſter which will enſue bereof, mych lefſe what 
her 


liſmall effects threaten #0 p from this inconliderate.at of hers, 1nacquainting 


Huſband with thoſe Letters. But ſhe will bave time enough to ſee it to-her griefe, 


] torepent, but never 
any meanes btw. t0. remedy it, except it be too late, and which then will merely 
prove phylicke after; death. 1 | 16997 5400 Tthos limb 

Planexe (a3 wee have: farmerly underſtood) is, greens |pincraſed agoind Foley, 


and know.it toher ſorrow, yea, ſhe will finde occaſions egp 


Gods Revenge againſt Mfurther.  Booke 1 V. 
this toattempt to bereave him of his ſweeteſt Joy,, which is his wifes affeQion, and 
the of her moſt pretious, Jewell, her chaſtity; And although (both in reaſon and 
Rel jon) bee had farre more cauſe tq rejoyce thanto grieve at this accident, inre- 
gard he was both aſſured and confident, that his wifes chaſtity triumphed ore Borlaries 
luſt, and berglory was apparantin his ſhame ; for asobjetts, ſo actions being beſt di- 
ſtinguiſhed by their contraries, therefore through the obſcure clouds of Borlari his 
cblione concupiſcence. that of Felijannas Antal chaſtity, as a bright relucent Sun, 
ſhmed forth moſt radiantly and ſweetly with farre more vigor and glory, yet Planeze 
being a man compoſed of corrupt flefh and blood,” and therefore ſubjeCt to paſſions, 
and thoſe paſſions toerrors and imperfefionsz $0 hee takesa courſe and reſolution 
herein contrary to all judgement, and toall reaſon, yea, diametrically oppoſite tothe 
rules of Nature,and precepts of Grace, For although his heart be upright in the opi- 
- *nion of his wifes chaſtity and-honpur, yet as the deareſt and pureſt affeftions cannot 
be exempted of ſome ſhadow or ſpice of feare, ſo although his heart looked direfly 
on Borlari with malice, hee cannot poffibly refraine, nor retaine his thonghts, from 
glancing ſquint-eyed on his wife with jealoufie. And although hee knowes it to bea 
moſt ignoble gratitude, and irreligious impiety in him, thus to call her honour in 
queſtion, or (in the beſt ſenſe) to revoke it todoubt, by making any publique ſhew 
of ſaſpition or diſtaſte toher, or by ſeeking any private revenge on Borlari, yet be- 
cauſe her beauty and vertuz isa thouſand times dearer to him than his life 3 and the 
purity and integrity of her affe&tion to him as deare as his ſoule : Hee therefore 
thinkes ſhee ſhall not prophane his good opinion of her, nor offer her merits or his 
owne reputation any wrong, if hee reſolve to right both her and himſelfe on Borlars, 
when conſulting not withreaſon or charity, but with their op oſites, malice and re+ 
yenge, he will not be at peace with his heart, nor at truce with his thoughts before he 
have fought with Borlari, albeit (indeed) his delit and offence towards him, more 
deſerved his ſcorne thanhis care, and was every way farre more worthy of his obli- 
vion, than of his remembrance, To which end{gby a Chyrurgion which he had 
made choyce of) hee ſends him this challenge. | 


PLANEZE tO BORLARY. 


T Hy crime i ſo foule, and ſo apparant unto mee, in ſeeking by thy two laſciviows Letter to 
diſtaine my honour in that of my wifes chaſtity, as nothing but thy life js capable to ex- 
piate it, or mine to prays and forget it ; Wherefore, if thou | Tres as much courage as thou 
wanteſt grace, bring thy ſelfe, thy Rapier, and thy Chirurgion with thet to morrow at ſixe of 
tlocke in the morning, in the City Ditch without the outer Gate, which looks towards Breſcia, 
and there my ſelfe and my Chirurgion (who is the bearer hereof, will ſilently and hononrably . 

| C4 And if thy \bſcene heart retains yet any ſparke of generoſity, or thy vicious 
br aine of judgement, thox wilt reſobve to performe this my requeſt, and to excuſe my reſolu- 
tion herein, fith it is wholly derived from thy laſciviouſneſſe, and receive; its life and birth 
from thy treachery. | 


PLANETZE. 


t ad ſo little diſcretion for her ſelfe, and ſo much ha+ 

edapainſthim,to ſhey ber Huſband theſe his Letters, and except ſhe meant to make 
ber ſelfe the” preſent authour, and the cauſe of her future affiiftion and miſery, hee 
knowes not &lſc:yhat ſhe intends hereby. Bur for Planeze his ſpleene anid_refolution 
againſt him, BorLary knowest to be both juſt and well grounded in the beſt ſenſe, 
and inthe worſt to be yet a requitall of that Challenge and Duell whicthe formerly 
ſcot'nad preſented him  Oudly be doth a lirtle adrtire (if not won1erythar he ſhould 


-* Borery receiving aud peruſing this Challenge of Planeze, hee is much grieved and 
row, toſce that Feliſanns di 
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now again2maketriall-of his valour and courage, whereof hee fo lately had expe- 
rience, and taſted. An4althonzh hee had farre more reaſon to reſt aflured than 
doubtfull, that this ſecond Daell of theirs would nat prove ſo fortunate as their firſt, 
but would rather terminateia one,ifnot in both of their lives, He yet loves Feliſanns 
ſodearcly, albeit ſhe hate him extremely, that he will by no meanes refuſe to fight 
with her Huſband once againe for her ſake, yea, and to kill him for his owae.if poſli- 
bly hecan, the divell making him ſtrong in the vanity of this beliefe and confidence; 
that if it provenow his good fortuneto kill Plaveze, that he can then requite and li- 
mithis victory with the reward of no leſſe happineſle and felicity," than by his death 
to obtaine his widdow for his owne wife. But this is to write upon the water,and to 
build Caſtlesof vaine hopes in the aire, -which the leaſt breath of Gods mouth, or 
wind of: his noſtrilts will eaſily reverfe and blow away. For this is to conſult and re- 


ſolve with Satan, 'and not with God; and therefore no marvell, if hee ſee his 1a- 


ſcivious defires'to come too ſhort of his ridiculons hopes, and both his hopes and 
deſires herein to:end'in as much true miſery, as they Vopia in falſe hope of feli- 
city and 5oy. 

80/Rerlary having made a turne or two in his Garden, to reſolve upon this buſi- 
neſle, which iſo mach imported both his honour and life : Hee at laſt, with joy in 
his lookes,” and courage in his countenance, tarnes to Plaxeze his Chirurgion, whom 
alter heuſed reſpettively and courteouſſy, hee ſecretly rounds him thus mn his eare 3 
Tell Seignipy Planeze from mee, that I will not faile to meete him to morrow mor- 
ning, according to his requeſt and expeRtation, and fo hee diſmiſſeth him, who as 
foonereturnes thisanſwer of Borlery to Pleanezc, whom hee now findes ſtaying for 
himin the Charch of the Heguſtos Fryers,but God knowes, with nointent or deyo- 
tion t0 pray, /orto invoke tris Divine and Sacred Majeſty to divert him from this his 
intended bloody enterprize, but rather to recondut home the Lady Feliſanna his 
wite, who, harmelefie (weet Gentlewoman, was there in that Church, upon the Al- 
tarof her heate, proffering up the moſt religious Prayers, and zealous Oriſons of her 
foule unto God, withoutonee 'ſurmifing or thinking what a mournfull and dange- 
rous part her Huſband ws reſolved toad the next morning, to the prejudice of her 
content, if -not' to the vitter diffolation- and ruine of her Matrimoniall joy and feli- 
city. But her Hugband Planeze beares this buſmeſle, and theſe his intentions fo ſe- 
cretly from his wife, as jt was impoſſible for her to have any ſuſpition, much lefle 
knowledge of this his next daies intended Duell. | 

The night, which brings reſt toothers, hath not power m_ Kt to'our two in- 
flamed Dullifts. For the conſideration of their honours 'and their lives, of their 
quarrell, andthe cauſe thereof,doth equally poſſeſie their braines, and'p pate 
and prevent their eyes of their ſleeping | eg; So preventing evetr Tagge to their 
ſafery,: cheiereſolotion iouteiereſt, and the Held to their beds, Geptmee other 
pretexts) are net long' from it; 'I'medne fromthe City ditch,” the prefrxed place of 
theirrendezvous: W hich Planeze firſt eatreth, and there makes halfe a dozeni of 
turns, -before he have any newes of hisContendant or Adverſary Borlary, whereof 
he-doth nord little-muſe; yer he no way deſpaires of his comming, becauſe (bylate 
experience) 'hee knowes him tobe contagious and valiant; 'But-to put Plareze his 
mulingourofdoubt, and hisdoube ont of queſtion, in comes Borfary all unbraced 


and untraſled,' and afarte of eſpymig Plaverr inthe ditch before him'z He (aſhamed 
ofthis advantage hee had, bool oflong uy) with his hatithis hand, prayes hin 
toexcuſe thiseror of his, affirming itto be the fault of his Watch, 'bur not of his 
heart, which heg alledged ſhould ever goexrue' with his Honour and Reputari- 
on; When Plareze teturning his Complement, by approving of his Apologte, 
(without any further expoſtulation) chey: draw, and” here fall from words to 


"Ar their firſt moeting, Borlary gives Plineze ESE the right arm?, and Plintzs 
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requites 
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requites him with another1n hisright fide, which if his Rapier had notmet witha 
rib, it had then undoubtedly ended:the quarrell with hislife. But although it make 
him loſe much blood, yet he hath ftrength and courage enough not to die in his debt 
forit, onely he defireth Planeze,' that: they; may breath alittle, the which hee gene- 
rouſly granteth. At their ſecond comming up, -Plexeze preſents a' thruſt to Borlery, 
but hee wards it, and runves Planezeinto his left thigh, - of a: _ wound, and yet 
they will not give over, although-their Chirurgeons doe earneſtly-pray them to de- 
fiſt, fas having now already hete ſufticiently:teftified their- courage and valour. At 
their third meeting and Joyuing, \Flawexe gives Borlary a lick ore the fore-head,which 
makes his blood ſtreame downe; his face and'eyes, and Borlary fully incenſed and 
prepared torequiteit,. drives a faire thruſt to Planeze his breaſt, but hee very dexte- 
rouſly and fortunately wards it; beating .downe the point -of Borlary his ſword into 
the ground, andthen with much agility, leaps to him,' and whips up his heeles, who 
falling upon his owne Rapier, breakes1tin two pieces; at which unlooked for dif- 
aſter, Borlary ſeeing his naked breaſt expoſed to -Pleneze:his bloody Rapier, and .con- 
ſequently his life to lie at his mercy, (without once ſtriving or endeavouring/to 
grapple with his enemy) hee (more deſiroustolive with ſhame; than to die with ho- 
nour) deſcends ſo farre from true and noble generofity, - as che begges his life of Phe 
nezez when (although many hot and jealous ſpirits would: gladly have taken hold 
of this advantage, and wreaked th? utmoſt of their galland ſpleene upon the miſ- 
fortune of this accident) yet-Flaweze is {0 truely; noble and: generous, av didaininito 
fight with an unarmed man,' and ſo to eclips or blemiſh'the luſtre of his reputation 
in killing himwho begged his life'of him, and; when. it lay at his pleaſure rogiveor 
take it,as he throwes away his Rapier,making him-promiſe,and {weare he will never 
henceforth attempt *againſtthe honour of big wife 3 Pleyeze very freely and-cheere- 
fully gives him his life : And to ſhew himſelfe the more generous .1n this his courteſie, 
lends him his hand toraiſe him-vp oa his feet3, for which infinite/kindnefle, Borlery 
yeelds him many thanks : When muffling up their faces with theix clokes, they part 
very good friends, and ſo get themſelyesintotwe of ithe;.neereſt houſes. of the Sub- 
urbs, very ſecretly and:filently todrefle their wqunds, /and ;at nightt:;they /returne to 
their houſes : Where our deare. and faire Fe//arrs underſtandings the manners and 
cauſe of this combate betwixt.her Huſbandand Borlery, it.iyim le for me tode- 
fine whether ſhe wept and fighed more for the lofle of her Huſbands blood; otze- 
joyced and praiſed God for the ſaving and ſparing of higlife-:: -/! id 1% ob olhcoc 
. - Yet this\Combate of theirs is-nopſo ſecretly atted, butinleſleithan twodaids] all 
Ferone bath newes, and-prattles thergof. When meaſuring tbe fieſt DutY of Plareze 
and Borlaryby the ſeco gre. Als firſt They-extoll Berlatyhis churage 
tÞ fight with Zlaneze, ; but.infinitly appland the noble/courteſic and generoſity of Plrr 
ene, in giving -Barlary his.life, . when it lay; inÞispawerand pleaſuitto.haye taken 
. im- And! as oſt commended the Lady! Feli/anadi for diffaining to:make 
Lipwracke of her honour on the 8eylla and Charibdis of Borlaty tis luſkand fornot ſa 
erifcing icing her chaſtity. x0; his laſciyiqus, affecions and.defirees Soy: in-generally:all 
Gentlemen and Ladies eondemne hex of indiforetiong{ mwlbewing his! Lettersxd ber 
Hyuſband,and in acquajnting him with hisſuits$ de fafficientfor 
her veg humithe repulle anddeniall 
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ſelfe the laughter of all Feronz, in this his cowardly begging his life of Plareze, and 
that his reputation doth therefore univerſally ſuffer in this ation, hee is then, as it 
were; pierced to the heart with ſorrow, and tothe ſfoule with ſhame. Hee knowes it 
'were farre better for him to be borne a Clowne, than to be held and eſteemed a Co- 
ward 4 and: that having once purchaſed that baſe title, hee ſhall difficultly ever loſe. 
Yea, whereſoever he gors, he heares and ſces,that his Superiours, his Equalls, and his 
Inferiours, not onely prattle at his ſhame, but point at his infamy herein, {o that hee is 
(in manner) a ſhame to all Gentlemen, and therefore almoſt a ſhame to himſclfe. 
Bur ſee here the vanity and impiety: of this inconſiderate Gentleman, and if it be 
not \worthy the readers curioſities, / yet it will deſerve his compaſiiomn and pity, to 
ſee what uſe, or rather what abuſe hee makes of this bis imaginary diſhonour : 
For neither wh reaſon.,-which i the ſoule of his heart, nor with Religion 
which 1s the hte of his foule, doth he once looke up to Heaven to thanke God 
for {o mercifully protetting, and fo miraculouſly preſerving of his life in theſe 
twoduells, when hee, as it were, ſtood on! the brinke, and 1n the very jawes of 
death; and when betwixt his life and his death there was nothing but the point of 
Planezs his Rapier, and of his pleaſure. No, no, Berlary is too much a man, to be fo 
much'a Chriſnan, and roo much the ' member of Satan, to be ſo much the childe of 
God: For having formerly given ap his heatttothe turpitide of laſcivious deſires 
andlaſt; now as a limbe and agent ofthe Divell, he will wholly abandoyit to infer- 
nall rage and helliſh revenge 3 for knowing Planeze to be both the Aurhorand object 
of his Jiſhcnicins and the mſtrument and cauſe of his ditgrace, hee therefore retaines 
this diabolicall and bloody Aphoriſme1n his heart; that as long as hee lives, it will 
live with ham. and whenhe dies, it will die with him 3 and therefore to refetch his 
honour out of his infamy,his heart wholly ſacrificing tomalice, and h1s thoughts and 
reſolutions to revenge, hee molt ogracetilly and deſperately, reſolves to murther 
Planeze, Or at leaſt to cauſe him to be murthered. Lo, here the wotull eſtate, and 
wretched reſolurion of this execrable Gentleman Bor{ary, and what a monſtrous in- 
gratitude and prodigious cruelty 1s this in him to conſpire his death, of whom (in a 
manner) hee bur rightly now received his life, hee little knowes, or (which is worſe) 
he will not know. that revenge ſtill proves as pernitious, as plealing to their Authors, 
and that murther endeth in as much true miſery, as it begins in falſe content and joy 3 
for it is a bitter 'oblation and odious ſacriftce to the Lord , who is the God of 
peace, and the father of allunity and charity. 

But the Divell is ſo Familiar a gueſt, and fo frequent a counſc{lour to Borlary, that 
hee wretchedly vowes and execrably {weares,that Plareze (hall no longer live but ie. 
Once hee was of -opinion; either to piſtoll or ponyard him in the ſtreet by night, but 
then againe, ſecing the-eminency of that danger in the misfortune of his Laque 
Romeo, he reeRts1tas rumous,and refolves on poyſon which he thinkes is the ſhort 
and {afeſt way for him to ſend him for Heaven, . and thinkes none {o fit for his pur- 

ſe to give and adminiſter it to him as Plante bis owne Apothecary Ceſirachrs, 

ing the more confident in this his choyce, becauſe hee knowes him to bea wotr 
derfull poore man, arid withall, extremely vitious and debauſhed, as neither fearing 
nor cating for God ,but more an Atherft than a Chriſtian, and more a Divell than 
a Catholike, and therefore believes that a little money will act wonders 1n his 
heart andreſolution 3 Neither doth he faile in his judgemem,or deceive himſclte in 
the hopes of his choyce; for he no ſooner proffereth hum three hundred Duckatons, 
to'poyſon Planeze (one halfe m hand, and the other when it is perfarmed) but hee 
accepts thereof, ingageth himſclfe (by hand and: oath) ipecdily to diſpatch and 
finiſh t, and ſolike two Faftors or furies of Hell, both of them Gyeare fecrefie cach 

to other herein./'- (91 w 
Borlary longing, and' Caſtrachio defiring to finifh-this Tragedy on Plezeze, thac 
hemight likewiſe touch the laſt one hundred ©} as The Spring ap» 
3 proching, 
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proching, wherein 7laneze every yeere for the preſervation of his health, was ac- 
cuſtomed to take Phyſike of Caſtruchio, hee no ſooner ſent for him to that effe&, bat 
firſt purging, then bleeding him, hee then artificially perſwades him to take a vomit 
the next morning, whereunto Plaxeze ealily conſents, ſo he adminiſtreth it to him and 
therein infuſing poyſon, hee within ſixdaies after dies thereof, when Caſtruchio de- 
manding his other one hundred and fifty Dukatons, Borlary ſpeedily paies it hum 
with much content, joy and deleCtation : But let the firlt know, and the ſecond 
remember, that it isthe price of innocent blood. 

The order of our Hiſtory leades us now (as it were by the hand) to our ſorrowfull 
young widow Feliſazna, who, poore ſoule, (not — any way inthe world ei- 
ther of poyſon or of Borlery) is ready to weep her ſelfe to death;that ſhe muſt ſurvive 
and cannot dye with her deere and ſweet husband rlaneze, and that as one bed,ſoone 
grave might containe them, yea her griefe is ſo great and her ſorrowes ſo infinite for 
the loſſe of this her other part of her ſelfe;, that neither her father, kinsfolks or friends 
can poſſibly comfort her; for ſtill ſhe ſees him before her eyes, asif he were not bu- 
ried in his grave, butin her heart, or that it was wholly impoſſible for him to die as 
long as ſhe lived ; Which excefle of ſorrowes, fighes and teares of hers,ſo withered 
the roſes and lillies of her beauty, and ſo eclipſed the luſtre of her ſparklingeyes, 
that to the eyes and judgements of all thoſe who ſaw or knew her, ſhee became ſo 
pale and leane, as ſhee was no longer Feliſarma, but onely the poore ſicke Anatomy 
of Feliſanna. 

We have ſeene this wretched Gentleman Borlery, and this execrable Apothecary, 
Caſtruchio, commit this horrible murther upon the perſon of noble- and Generous 
Planeze, and wee ſhall not goe farre, before wee ſhall ſee the ſacred Juſtice, and juſt 
puniſhments of God to ſurpriſe and overtake them for the ſame; For God is now 
reſolved totriumph orethoſe bloody miſcreants, and although they have ſo cloſely 
aCted and perpetrated this their lamentable murther, asthere are no earthly eyes to 
dete& nor witneſle togive in evidence againſt them for the ſame : yet our good and 
gratious God, who is the true ſearcher of our hearts and reines, will to his glo- 
ry and their confuſion bring this to light, by an accident worthy of our deepeſt 
conſideration, and of our moſt ſerious and religious obſervation : The manner 
whereof is thus : 

This wretched Apothecary Caſtruchio, having received his other hundred. Du- 
katons of Borlary (as wee have formerly underſtood) for miniſtring this bloody bu- 
fineſle, and being (as weknow) of a molt vitious and debauſhed life, hee” had al- 
ready in hi riots and prodigalities ſpent and conſamed all his eſtate : And now this 
three hundred Dukatons which he received of Borlary for performing this bloody 
buſineſſe, makes him by many degrees farre worſe than hee was before; for (as by 

"Gods ſacred and ſecret providence) it was impoſſible to proſper with him, ſo his 
_—_ vices and ſinnes, and his beaſtly pleaſures and prodigalities made it con- 
ume and meltaway as ſnow againſt the Sunne,' in ſuch ſort, that'ir ſeemed to him, 
that he was a thiefe to himſelfe, and that one of his hands and pockets hourely cou- 
zened and betrayed the other; And alt for a time. hee bore this his vitious 
courſe of life very cloſe and ſecret from the Eye and knowledge of the world, where- 
by his credit farre exceeded his Eſtate, fo after the committing of this foule mur- 
ther, both his Eſtate, Credit, and all went to wracke and ſpoyle; for hee- left 
nothing either unſpent or unpawned, and which is-yet worſe, be fell into many 
arrerages and debts, which at laſt grew ſo clamoxous! (eſpecially when his pro- 
digall and beaſtly life of whoring, ooger ew and dicing, cameito be divulged 
and ſpred to. the world; that. by three of his greateſt creditorshe is arreſted and 
clapt into priſon, and his ſhop ſeized on by them, which they finds as empty of 
drugs, as his Maſters beart; was of pity s;and bis.ſaule of piety.;z And as.it is 
the nature (or rather the {miſery) 'of jpriſons, that where/one: an /yertuoullycim- 
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proves his life and aCtions there, 'a hundred doe vitiouſly ruine:themſctves; fo 
Caftruchio being one of this: laſt number, he there waſteth and conſumeth all that 
hee hath, or which he can poſſibly procure, and 1n'a few weekes reduceth 
himſelfe to ſo extreame ppverty and beggery, that hee is clapt into the com- 
mon | goale among the pooreſt ſort of priſoners - who: live by the almes and 
charity of well diſpoſed-people, his clothes being all tottered and torne, having 
no bed to Iye on nor hardly bread to ſuffice: nature, or to maintaine life, be- 
ing abandoned of all his friends and acquaintance, who will rather ſee him 
ſtarve and dye then releeve him : And yet in all theſe extremities, and at the very 
loweſt ebbe of theſe his wants and miſeries, hee will yet neither looke downe 
into his Conſcience, heart, and ſoule - with ſorrow, nor up to heaven or toGod 
with repentance for all his foule ſinnes and- vices, eſpecially not for this his cru- 
ell and lamentable poyſoning of Plareze, which are the true reaſons and the 
efficient cauſes of theſe his miſerable calamities and afflictions, yea his wants 
and mifſeries are ſo great and infinite here in priſon, that none whoſoever will 
come thither to ſee him, much lefle to pitty him, and leaſt cf all to releeve 
him. Only Dori/a ( a filthy old baud of his)-more:out of importunacy to her, 
then of her courteſie or charity to him, although ſhee diſdaine to goe her ſelfe 
into priſon. to ſee Caſtruchio, yet; ſhee is contented ſometimes to ſend him her 
ſonne Bernardo, a boy. of ſome (ixteene yeeres of age to goe his errands, fo 
his neceſſity making his invention pregnant and cleere faghted,; after hee had ty- 
red all his friends and acquaintance with aotes and Letters, which returne (till 
empty fiſted, his memory at the laſt falls and pitcheth on Borlary, who (for the 
bloody reaſon formerly mentioned) he thinkes the onely fit man of the world to re- 
dreſſe his wants,and to releeve his weather-beaten fortunes,and to him he often ſends 
Bernardo with many pittifull requeſts and intreaties for money, but to write to him he 
dares not. t 179M | 
Borlary conſidering that he hath far more cauſe and reaſon tolove Caſtrxchio then 
to hate him for that (by vertue of the premiſes) hee (ces his owne life to lye at tne 
mercy of his tongue, although he rather wiſh him in Heaven then in priſon, yet be- 
ing extreamely covetous, and yet holding himſelfe both in conſcience and diſcretion 
bound toreleeve him hee therefore ſends him ſome ſmall ſummes of money, but no 
way enoughto buy him cloathes, or to maintaine his former prodigalities, but rather 
hardly ſufficient ro maintaine life in him, much leſT- to cheriſh or pamper him. And 
ſooften doth Cuſtruchio ſend the boy Bernardo to Borlari for money, that atlaſt being 
thereof, and reſolute to part with no more money, (God here makes his co- 
vetouſneſle partly the meanes to chaulke out a way to his owne confuſion) and ig re- 
ſolved neither to ſpeake nor to ſee Bernardo, andtothatetiect gives order to his ſer- 
vants : When little Bernardo ſceing that hee weares out his time, and his ſhooes in 
vaine to hunt after Borlary, whom he knowes will not be ſpoken with by him, hee tels 
Caſtruchio that he provide himſelfe of another meſſenger towards Borlari, for he wil 
goeno more tohim,becauſe he ſeesjtis wholly impoſſible for him to ſpeak with him: 
and at this diſcourteſie of Borlary, Caſtruchio doth now bite his lip with diſcontentand 
hung his head for anger, and from henceforth hee begins to aſſume bad bloud, and 
to conceive-dangerous thoughts againſt him, but as yet the conſideration of his owne 
afery or makes him patient ahd (ilent 3. But God will nor have him to conti- 
nue ſolong, for almoſt preſently; wee ſhall ſee his patience burſt forth into violence 
prampetoolity, and hisilence brxeake out into extreame choller and indignation a- 
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EST knozwes that Caſkruchighad/any mony.from Borlarz, ſo often the would come 
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her boy could no more ſee Borlary but a wodden face,I meane his doore ſhut, then ſhe 
(reſembling her ſelfe) againe forſakes Caftruchio, and will neither ſee him norcome 
neere his priſon, ſo that at laſt he not ſeeing Bernardo nor once hearing from Z3orloryin 
three weekes or well neere a moneth together,and being ready to periſh , ſtarve and 
dye under the heavy burthen and preſſure of his wants, hee earneltly ſends for Dors- 
Lato come to him, and cauſeth herto be informed, that it ſhe will come tohim and de- 
liver a letter toa triend of his, hee will ſpeedily ſend him ſome ſtore of money, and 
then ſhee ſhall have a ſhare and part thereof, fo when no other reſpe& or con{idera= 
tion will, then this of money OD old filthy Beldam Dorz#4 to the priſon 
to Caſftruchio, who having provided her a bottle of wine, and five Gazettaesto drinke 
by the way (thereby the more carefully toeffett his buſinelle hee exceedingly in- 
cenſed with choller and revenge againſt Bor{4ri for this ingratitude towards Hit ) 
writes him this angry Letter, and deeply —_— Dorilla with (peed, care, and @- 
Crefic to deliver it into Borlery his owne hands and tomwoorther,whichletter of his ſpake 
this language. | ; -t 


CASTRVCHIOto BoORLARY- 


= Hou knoweſt that for throe hundred Duckatons which thou gaveſt mee, t poyſoned $vie- 
nior Planete in aVomits and wilt thou now: be ſo hard and cruel hearted avainſt mee to 
ſuffer me to die in priſon for want of ſo (+nall a ſumme as twenty Duckaton: ? I ar made of the 
fleſh and Mont as thou art, and although my fortunts be ſolow plunged, yet my heart is ſp 
high ſeated andelevated, that I give thee to wnderſtand | will rather conſent to be hanged they 
ſtarved : Wherefore becauſe my Tragedy will infalibly prove thine. if thon meenc to prevens 
the one, and to ſecure thy ſelfe from the other, faile not m_ to ſendnee the ſaid twenty 
Duckatoms by this bearer Dorilla, whom Thave entruſted with my letter faſt ſealed ( md fo 
w1aiſt thouwith thine) but for ihe ſecret therein ( which thou woteſt of) ſhe is wholly 1exorant 
fi : Tn performing me this conrteſie thou ſhalt not oncly tye my tongue and pen, but my 
art and ſowle to ſilence,or elſe not : Amidaeſt thy wealth remember my poverty, which if thou 
forget, Godhath reſerved mee to make this know that thou doeſt not uſe, but abuſe it, and 
therein thy jclfe. 


GASTRYCHIO 


Dorilla receiving this Letter from Caſtruobis, (hee purs it into her purſe and promj- 
ſeth him her beſt care and fidelity for the delivery thereof to Seignior Borkiry, als 
though ſhe confeſleth that ſhee neither knew him nor his houſe : But ſee here the | 
vidence and mercy of God which cleerely reſplends and ſhines in the deportment and 
ation of this beaftly old bawd, tor ſhe ons Þ ay ſome of her gatneſters and go 
ſipsin the ſtreet (though: contrary to the cuſtome of 714) ' away -they goe tou ts- 
verne, where they aJl {will their heads and braines with wine,efpeciallyDoriÞa : So 
the day being farre ſpent, her bulineſſe for Coſtrwchio is ended ere beginy3” for ſhee 
forgetting her ſe|fe cannot remember hislerter,' but us faſt asher reeling tegges will 
permit her, away ſhee ſpeedes towards her owne houſe,s, which was ſome halfe a 
mile off in the Ciry/ But when ſhee wasin the ſtreets and had a little rakenthe aire, 
then ſhee calls Caffynchior letter to minde, and- her promiſe to him tv deliver- it, 
but to whom! (through her cups) ſhee hath quite forgotteni 3 for ſhee eannotogce 
hit onthe name ZBor/ary. | Bur at laſt remem the letter to be in her purſe, and 
ſhee by this time in the midſt of the Ci , ſhee takes it out in her hand, and ſeeing a 
faire,yet forrowfull young Lady to at the ſtreet doore of her houſe all in 
mourning attire, andno body neere her, after fſhee had done her duty to her, ſhe 
reacheth her the'Letter, and humbly requeſteth” her to. tell het the' Gettlemans 
naine to whom it was ditefted, when (God out of OOEREPWITTIT 
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and lovynenſty.of his pleaſure, having fo ordained and- ordered it, that this fair; 
young lirdy was our, ſweet. Feliſarme, (who for the d2ath of her deare Husband 
'Plan:zte,; had dighted her: ſelfe all in mourning attire and apparell, thereby the bet- 
tex tomake it! correſpond with /her heart : who reading the ſuperſcription there- 
of; and figtling, it direfted to Sergrtior Borlery '(by ſome motion or inſpiration from 
Heaven) her, heart could; not refraine from fending all the-blood of her body into 
her face,,,when. demanding, of this woman from whom: this Letter came 3 Dorilz 
(33 dranke jn her-fidelity! and innocency, as ſhee was guilty of her drunkenneſl-) 
tells her, that the Letter came from an Apothecary who lay in priſon, nam2d Ca- 
firuchio:\Atthe. very repetition of which name; our Fel:ſarns againe bluſhed, and 
then, paleth, , asif-God had ſome newes ro reveale her by this Letter} becauſe ſhe re- 
anembreth that this Caſtruchio, as wee have formerly underſtood, was the very ſame 
Apothecary who gave her Huſband ?/avezs Phylicka little before his death 3 Where- 
xipon, ſhee praying. Dorills to.come|with her:into her houſe, becauſe ſhee purpoſely 
and politiquely affirmed;ſhee could not: reade written hand her ſelfe, but would 
/pray her father to dog itz] ſhee leaves her in the outer Hall, and her ſelfe goes into 
the next rogme, . where: breaking up the ſeales. of this Letter, ſhee at the. very firſt 
Gghtand knowledge that her Huſband was poyſoned, and: by whom, and that God 
had now mirgeulouſly revealed it to her through: the ignorance and drunkenneſle of 
ts old, woman, ſhee for, meexe griefe and forrow, is: ready to fall to the groundiri 
a;ſwound, ; had not hey Father and ſome of his ſervants, wh6 over-hearing her paſ- 
fionate vut-eries,, come ſpeedily to her affiſtancez which yet could not awake Do- 
ville, 'who-had no ſooner fate. her ſelfe downe ina chaire in the Hall, . but being top- 
heavie with Wine, ſhee jpreſently fell afleepe. Miziata rouſing up his fainting and 
ſorzowfulldanghtar, brought, her.againe to her ſelfez and ſeeing her in a bitter 
agony.and paſhonef. forrow,.; demands of herthe cauſe thereof : when the briniſh 
teares-trickling. downeherivermilion cheekes, ſhee crofling her armes, and fixing 
her eyes towards Heaven, ;; had the will, but not the power to ſpeake a word to him, 
butreacheth bimthe Letter toreadey, Mirzate peruling it, is as much aſtoniſhed with 
griefe,; as his. dauphter- is afflicted-withi ſorrow at this poyſoning of her Huſband 
and his ſonne ip Law, Planeze.s ſfochquiring of /her who brought herthis Letter, ſhe 
after many;/lighes and. pariſes tells hirh, that it was the Mercy and Providence of the 
Lord; who ſent .it.ber by adrunken woman, whorwas forth{in the Hall : : They both 
gee to ber, apd finding hen falt ſleeping and ſnoring, M:ziata pulls her by the (leeve 
and wakes her, andithea demands ofher, before bis daughter and ſervants, whete, 
om whom ſhee- had-this Letter ;,! who as drunken as this Bawd 1s; ſhee is' con- 

tin her firſt ſpecgh,and confeſſiontq Feliſanya; that ſhee bad it from'Ciſtruchio an 
Apothecary who layin priſon; . but thee had forgotten to whom ſhee was to deliver 
it, and:then prayes them bath todeliver and give herbacke:her Letter againe: But 
Mrigzizta-{ecing-and knowingthat it was:the immediate finger of God which thus 
Ge /-had revealed this murther) bf his' ſonne in Law: Plereze; hee calls in two 


pmenhis next neighbours .to comfort His daughter Feliſanna,and'ſo leaving 
the guard of twbafhis {exvants, hee (with'two other Gentlemen his neigh- 
takes his Coachz; and havifhg Cuſirwchio's Letterin his hand, hee: drives away 
| Bury pho haifindes out;the: Pofeſtate and Prefeft of the City, and 
wingithem the Letter which reyedled.che poyſoning and poyſoners of Pluyczc his 

k a law.,they (in honourits. Juſtice, 20d out of! their refpeGt to the! ſorrowfull 
is daughter) take their Coaches/and returne with Miniate home to his houſe : 
they :fix{texamine; Feliſanna; and then Dorilla, who 1s conſtant in her firſt 
epolntion, , Whereat theſe gtave,and honourable Petfonages, wondering and ad- 

ming, that Gentleman of Borlary hisraoke and, quality, ſhould make himſclte 
the guiyd bloody. Authour: of fo foule a Murther 3 they (likewiſe admirins 
an Godsprovidenge in the deteQtion thereof) doe preſently fend away 
L2G L their 
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their 1sbieres (or Serjeants) to apprehend Boarfaryz and ſo they goe to their Forutm 
(or ſeat of Juliice) and ſpeedily fend away for Caftruchio, tobe broughe from the 
priſon before them : Whoat the very firſt newes of their accuſation of bim, and 
the producing of his Letter to Borlery, ' hee curſeth the perſon and name of this 
old Pawd, Poril/a, who's the pritne Author of his overthrow and death, and then 
ccnfeſſeth hin:ſelte to be the Aﬀtor, and Seignier Borlary to be the Authour, cauſe, 
and inſtigator of rhis his poyſoning of Plaveze 5 but never puts his hand on his con- 
ſcience and ſoule, that the ſtrange deteCtion of this latentable murther came direQly 
from Heaven,and frem God. | 

The Serjeants (by order from the Podeſtate'and Prefect) finde Borlery in his 
owne houſe, rufling in a new rich fuit of apparell, of blacke Sattin, trimmed 
with gold buttons, which he that day pit on, and the next was determined to 
ride to the City of Bergamp, to ſerke in marriage 'a very rich young widdowf 
whoſe Huſband lately died, drowning hitmſelfe (as it were) in pleaſure and ſe- 
curity, without ſo much as once —Y of his poyſoning of Ploveze , of how 
hee was revealed to be the Authour thereof by Coffruchio his Letter, ſent unto hitn 
by Dorilla; Hee is amazed and aſtoniſhed at' this his apprehenfion, now beat 
his breaſt, and then repenting (when it was too late) chat ever hee 
his hands in the innocent blood of plavett. Sb both himſelfe and Cyfruchio arc 
brought to the State houſe, where the Podeſtate and Prefe firſt examine them 
apart, and theh conffon them each 'with other. Where" finding, that neither of 
them deny, but both of them to confelle themſelves guilty of this Foale mur- 
ther, they pronounce ſentence of death againſt them, and condetnne Berlay to 
have: his head cut off, and then his body to be burnt, awd Caffynchioto be h > 
and his body to be throwne into the River of '44dict, wheteon he was firſt 
the which, the next morning, was accordingly executed. AU 7Fora is, us it were, 
but one tongue to tajke and prattle-of this foule and latmetitable' murther , and 
eſpecially of Gods miracu}ous deteGion thereof by this drunken Bawd, Dorilla, who 
having heretofore often brought Caſtrwchis to whores willingly,now atlaſt,ſhe brings 
him to the Gallowes againſt her wil}. 'The tnorning they are wy» to therr ex- 
ecution, where there flocke and reſort a world of (| from All parts of the 
City. And although the charity of their Judges ſead them Priefts/und' Friers to 
dirett their ſoules for Heaven; yet this miſerable wretch; Caftrichiv, ſeeming 16 
way repentant or ſorrowfull for this his foule 'fa@, -untered 2 prayer to hith- 
ſelte, and fo cauſed the top-man to tutne hitn over, which hee did, and within 
two houres after his body wasthrowne into the River. But for Borlayy, ' hee came to 
the Scaffold better reſolved and prepared; for withgriefe in his lookes, and tegres 
in his eyes, hetherefore delivered this ſhortand retigionstpeech : 1 1 119717 

That hee grieved in his heart, and wasfotrowfullin Toule, for this lamewabk 
murther of his, committed on the. perſon-of Plavete; us /alfo we 9 ee? 
firuchio to effeft it by poyſon, for whoſe |death/hee affirmed, hee'wus Jikewil 
—— afflicted and forrowfull : That it wasthe 1 ons of'the fleſh and 
the Divell, who firſt drew himluſtfully to sffe@ the falre;chaſte;and verrwons Lady, 
Feliſanna, and conſequently to mutther her Hafband, m full hope afterwards to 
obtaine her for his Wife, or for his Courteſan': That hee was , 
for all theſe his enormous crimes, / forthe which hee religiouſly 
firſt of God, and then of the Lady Fel; pe rn oe 


ene of the En- 


divorce 


Hiſt. XV 1 LT. Planeze and Feliſanna. 


divorce betweene his ſoule and his body, which pious and courteous (p2ech of hig 
was as great a. conlolation to the vertuous,/at his death 3 as that of Caſtrxchio was a 
terrour tothe vitious ſpetators and auditors : So toconfirme the ſentence, the dead 
body of Borlary is preſently burat. 
 Andthus'was the bloody lives and deſerved deaths of theſethree irreligious and 
unfortunare perſons : Of Romeo the Laquey : Of Borlary the Gentleman; and of Ca- 
ſtruchiothe Apothecary. And ia this manner did the juſtice of thz Lord of Hoſts (in 
due _ juſtly triumph o're their execrable crimes in their ſharp puniſhments, and 
ſhamefall ends. Pray we that we may reade this their Hiſtory with feare, and as reli- 
gious andgodly Chriſtians, remember theſe their lam?ntable murthers with horrour 
and deteſtation. 
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Beaumarays and his brother Montagne,k/ Cham pigny and Marin (js Second) in a DaeB; 
Blancheville(4he wigdow of Champigay) in revenge thereof;hireth Le Valley( ſervant to 
Beaumarays).:to zz4rther fis is ſaid MEE with a Piſtoll, which hee doth; for the which Le 
Valleys is brakes on the wheel, end Blancheville Ranged for the ſame. 

ZIEt all Religions Chriſtians examine their hearts and ſoules, 

T7 

> || with what face wee can tread on Earth, or looke upto Hea- 
-Apeuhen) ſtab atthe Majeſty of God,in killing and mur- 
—_ loage,gh bloody crime, ſo repugnant to na» 

DES as reaſon abhorres 1t;2 ſcarler and crying lin ſo oppoſite 

Egoperes as God. and bis Angells deteft it. And yet if ever 

ſtained or, ſubmerged with it, now itis3 for as 

= or IN 85 a Fajons torrent, it now flowes, 

bes overflowes in moſt King omes, Countries and Cities 
thereof, in.lo much as (in t of divine and humane 

Loved it isnow (almoſt ol generally growne to a wretched cuſtome, and'that almoſt to 


a ſecond nature. A e whe of, this enſuing Hiſtory: will, report and-re- 
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City, asthere ſtill dwell ſome Noblemen, and many Gentlemen, in reſpeCt of the ſweet 


d geodly C | ountreyther (ſecond. fer that.to no other in 
2) So Tr idedf tworich abid brave mewell de- 

mm reneopr ofa , hy not nes theit De- 

mains and , rhe y rowittdsVendoſme. 
Nowthe bettertofee ark SID were both of 

thenitall and a ns DOT: plexiofgand very neere of at age : 

For ey wis js twenty foure, and yer the laſt 
had a beardgand tary loay by od of roy © Jag by far thericher,biit Beax- 
marays the Nobler deſcvnded. upon be pr feat,andmatu- 


rall foundation, we muſt TX oY there was NT Pen rich {be _ our o& = = 


fidiall Court of Ghartres 
no.dther ch ew" ey oY ” 
 namfd Ma IN ve {Fes f WET and. of 
a Coale-black 


pale complexion, _— e T -" pune, and of deportment mn 
geſture infinitely proud, —_ iniperious,*t6yH om at one time, both theſe our two 


Geatlemenz, Champigry aid, Be _— ere im regen utors, fionate Ri- 
as'pKe di 


valls to marryher, m 1o much, of th cult}yi tfrom the 
fathers houſe, aid Javghters company, bur rhe 6t oe waFpreſent, Which ; euvadered 
ſome malice, but more emul:tiot centhem. Bue in the rad, (after a whole yeeres 
reſearch and more) asthe Willow wasdeſtinied and reſerved for Beaumarays, ſo was 
the Laurell ——_— z for to his joy, Blanchevilles delire, and her fathers content, 
he marries her. Whereat Beauwargys knowing his birth to be more Noble, and his 
breeding farre more generous thari that of Chajypi ore (though not in outward ſhew, 
= in ire ſenſe) was extremely diſcontente nd ſorrowful, but to _— it 
could not 
' In ſuch, andthelike refuſing accidents, jrngrink is'ovet fre tr that 
and contempt than care;' Brit Bearmar ey; cannot; or at leaft will hot, be'6f think 
He forſakes reaſon; toflieto choller, a ſolo hhisreall 411d fold fudperitent, 3 he 
Labyrinth of her imaginary beauty. For Sing at fup at Supper in.company of ſome five or 
fixe Gentlemen, whete mention wis ttade of he tranſported wich nth 1) 
and revengetowards her, forgathiniſcife {6 fatte, as po uony” Vern to 
ler fall theſe indiſcreete and raſh words, Th Wire ſw bout | 
ſpeech which he ſhall have time enough bothtotemembetah 
Men S Chev Tn: wh fell 
nour afe their 16 
recovered, but thatrthere ſtill tettiaints bt: o Vries T1 Fe 
ved ſcandal my CErETT Blanrfſeuille, jp wines wrbukd, 
for the iniquity of our tires, an &4 cave of 6ur'thinae fe 4x6, $8 hete ate 
few com panies without a Fools 6t a Traitor t&their ftiends and f Cme are. accom 
ried with both.” Mownfiewr Marin a Gentleniati of Charivtr: or haiti i Hors 
will make Himſelfe one of this Fiſt mimber; E ey bein 


{krew himfelfe into the favour Hati! ; Of E wrt 

he affefted nd loved) reports and tell her is ani dr heb Akt is 
exceedingly incenſed ihd exaſpe fot het TY) trtie (hid) ee dit- 
ſembles her malice and revenge t cowards Wt Int ſo Takes. up ther thetrofm 
theembers of flencez burJet tbl coaditi & reſervatian, that 

taketime to-make it flinic owards vole a 


Bearmardys quarrelleth wi 
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fbr2 ban-46 all proteſironss as. pretending, 1t dye: t9:him by his tight of extraction and 
propriety! Clumpignyts of too higha graine, © yrely that t6 bim which he never yeel- 
ded, andigtheretort reſohate to-Julſcie his quality of birth, and conſequently, not 
1o-wrong bis» Anceſtors in hit  Whets ſeeing Beawrarays paſſionately-bent to 
mainthine and preſcvye.that which-he had undettaken, hee flies to Juſtice, and ſopre- 
ently putshio» in Gitof Law for theifamb an the Preſidia}l} Court of that City. Blanche- 
wile (whoſe ptide in herſelf excoeded hex bmhiirand whoſe malice and revenge tn- 
wards Beaxhrardyr.at the leaſt ſurmounted ber Hiſeretion;andreafon) brings no water to 
_ but -oxle-t0:1bflame this guaell betwat hun av her Huſband, when ſeeing 

alreadyientred.into adeep, procefient; Law 3  ſheedifdaining to fee her ſelfe thus 
-abuſed;' and-her Huſband thus wropged/by him, canreape notruce of her thoughts;nor 
they anypeace of her:choller, before ſhee have written him theſe lines, 


119412 | BLANCHEYILEEt0, BEAVNARAYS: 
4 1 31 3112, BOOST 1001 G300L.4FP ws 
As it not enough for thee to have heretofore wronged niine honour in thy falſe and ſtars 
WV dalow ſpeeches t0Mounſieur Marin, 4nd others, but thou muſt now attempt to diſ- 
grace my Hycband inthe Church ? and becauſe theſe crimes of thine are ſo nnjult and dious, as 
labfires ackwowletloement and ſatirfaGion jrom a farre better Gentleman than thy ſelfe; 
therefore I (peedily exped the per fornrauee #hereof from thee, cither b thy Letter or preſence, 
\which if thox deny us, wee. will make thee know. what it.isy to abuſe thy ſelfe and us, in points of 
theſe high natures, mheteof the firft catmor, the ſecand mill not adwit of any other excuſe or ex« 
piation. - But fowrite theengw3he truth of my mintde 5 os than haſt heretofore vented nee the 
aralice of thy heart, | T have to} as yet acquarnt ef my Husband herewith, or with this my Letter. 
Canfider therefore ſeriouſly with.thy [elft, what thay haſt to doe herein, for the vindication of my 
bowour, and thine owhe diforetion, and 45 ſoone as Treceive thine anſwer and reſolution, I will 
nok faile ſpeedily tareturne thee mine. (. | 

77 6 ,1->forl> 91123: 24 cth BLANCHEVILLE. 


; Having written this her Letter, ſke is ifreſolute with herſelfe, by whom to ſend it 
bin]; but at Jaſb ſhee ſends it by her Chamber-maid Martha, to; whom onely hee 1n- 
eraſteth ei {ecret,, and-chargeth her to deliver it to Beaumarays his owne hands, 
and to crave/hisanſwerehertof. Marthe being 4 witty 'faire maid, of ſom? two;and 
twenty yeeres of age, goesto Beaunmereys houſe, and ſpeakes with a young man of his, 
named Le Valley; who tells'hers that his Maſter is naw buſte with two. Gentlemen in his 
ſtudy, and-that ſbee ſhall immediately {peake:with him as: foone as they depart. In 
the interim, his-eyes/capnot tefraine from amarouſ]y gazing: and ranging upon.the 
excelency.ofher bluſhing beauty, ; and: upon; her :{weet vermillion cheekes, great 
ill eyes; and flaxen haire, -wherewith his heart at the vexy firſt encounter, is ſar- 
prized and raviſhed... Here Ze/ alley kiſleth and' rekilleth, Martha, and entertaines her 
with-niuch pretile,and many plealant Jove ſpeeches, yea; then and there Joves her ſo 
dearely; - ashovots ſhe:ſhall temaine his Miſtreſle,, and he her ſervant till deatfi: So 
fome halfe av Houre aftetithe two Gentlemen take Jeave of his Maſter, and then Le YVal+ 
tey.brings Marthato him, : wbo'orderly. delivers him her Miltreſles Letter arid mctlige, 
ſohee wondiing at thelaft, .receivesthe fir{t,' leaves her in; the Hall with his man Le 
Valley; and foiſteps:to.higftatdy, 'and, with muchadayration, and more laughter, per- 
uſeth this Letteri ;Hete heaccnfeth. bis owne indiſcretion; 1n ſpeaking againſt Blaxche- 
villes chaſtity, antl,exceedingly condemneth. Mazrins treachery in revealing it to her: 
Oncehee wasoff opinion te have returned her his anſwer by Letter, butar laſt ſcorn- 
ing her and that reſfolutipny hee then' contrariwiſe reſolves to an{wer her with (i- 
lence, and ſo ſteps forth to Martha, and with a diſdainfult frawning looke, bids her 
x} her Mt from him, that her malicious proud and fooliſh Letter ſhall have 
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ho other anſwet foe hitr, /burcontempe and-ſitence; [Martha yer holdsit her doty.to 
pray him for' his nſwe# ir wrting'ro her Miſtreſſey but Braymarays bis firſt reſolu- 
tion ishis laſt, ſoſhe depatterh from hittyinfinitely'Sifoontemied. But the. Maſter is not 
ſo mnkinde toMirtha, ashis'mag'Fe R_ coutteorss For he being deepelyenamou- 
req ofher beaury, brings her the on&halfe of hey way horne; 'and goes imoa Mercers 
ſhop, 'Buyes her a Faire paire of gloVesy) fndas the pledgeof his fatureatfeftion, be- 
ſtowesthem ba-her; the which {(withourfartherexcufe or ceremony) ſhee thankfully 
accepreth,and promiſeth Hitt-ro wears them forhis ſake:Martha returning home to her 
Ladyand Miſtrefſe/he delivers het Beat##krays His anſwer, verbatim as bee told it her, 
butmo Letters blaryrhewille ſeeing ber fNfe thus wronged and flighted of him,in that he 
6ifdaiketh to give her any ſatisfaftion; atid which-is worſe; thathe peremptorily refu- 
ſcth,and ſcornetlyto anſwer her Letter 3 She is ſo ſtrangely tranſported with malice and 
choller towards him for the ſame, as ſhe vowesto cry quittance, and to be revenged of 
him 5 but as yet ſhe knowes not m whit mannier t6 performe- and perpetrate it 3 onely 
ſhee againe reſolves not as yet to acquaint her H d therewith, but to attend and 
watch for ſome future deſired opportugity- F#} 
Two yeeres are almoſt paſt away ,' wherein Beaumaray: and Champigny (to: their 
great colt and charge) doe vehemently conteſt in Law about their Church quarrell for 
precedency, butthey docit farre more'out' of malice towards themſelves, . than aty 
way out of piety towards God Andas moſt of the great:Judiciall Courts of Frexce 
are t00too frequently oppreiſed with Law ſairs of 'this nature; ſo I may affirme with 
as much truth as pity, that thisis a fatallrocke, whereon many hot contentious French 
{piritsdoe moſtinconſiderately ſuffer ſhipwracke. At the of - which time (asthe 
loffe of one party proves til] the gaine of the other) the Prefidiall Court of Chartres 
pronounceth ſemence in favour of Bearmarays, —_ ing him the precedency inthe 
Church, and eondemning Champigny in five bu re Coomitde charge and dammage 
tO Beaurmarys, This thundering ſentence ſo prejudicialttand'contrary toChampignyhis 
proud wives hopes and expectation, drives him into extreme choller, and her out of 
all patience towards Beaumarays. Hee bites his lip with griefe, and his wife inflamed 
with rage at the report and knowledge hereof, and although he were once minded to 
appeale from this ſentence of the Prefidiall Court of Chartrer;-to the 'Court of Parlia- 
ment at Paris, yet _ powerfully diverted by his beſt friends, hee:asfoone aban- 
doneth as embraceth, that rxeſohation. Hee cahfiorſce Beawwernyr butwith: cnvie, nor 
his wife heate ſpeake of him, but with infinite malice and deteſtation-' Shee is all bent 
onTev towards him, and with her ſpeeches and aGions, both dayand night, pre- 
cipitates her Huſband onwards to it-' (And now her'old grulge and malibe againſthim 
begins afreſh to revive and flouriſh, - and'riow ſhe thinkesir x very fit tine and oppat- 
rugity, to acquaint her Huſband with Beaumurayt bis baſe: and: ſcandalous (peeches 
againſt her honour, the which with mach paſſion, and ceares ſhee effects; and 
alſo ſhewes him the Copy of her Lerter, : which ſhee fene him by ber maid Martha, 
whereunto ſheinformes him, hee difdainfully 'recurned herno anſwer; butcomempt 
and filence. Champigny is ſodeeptly incenſed Hereat agamſt Beaumaiaye, av his wite 
necdes not many words orcircumftances to induce and perfwade'himtorevengenton 
him : when preſently hee being as incapable of delay, as: of better advice-and conn- 
{cl}, he tinds out Marin, who (more in love to Blaircbeville; than in hatted to'Beaumut ays) 
confirmes as much to himzashe would have hith-affirme. Now, as B/yweheville thine 
that her Huſband Champigny will queſtion Beavavirays by the Lawof Juſtice, for this bis 
crune towards her : He (as avalianit and gerierous Gentleayjan)fliesa higher pitch, and 
aflumes a contrary reſolution;to doertby that of his ſword,” When having: d,and 
procured Marin to be his Second, and they both/agretipg to Gght on ke, hee 
(conſulting with nature, not with grace) the very next+borniog by Serex his foot- 
aan, ſends Beanmarays this Challenge. © oo 72r 
, y : 
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1; CHAMPIGNY to BEAVMARAY $. 


'$ thy hnowledee is Inge, fÞ Monnſienr Marin is witneſſe; what bat and ignoble ſzeeches 
; thou haſt falſly vamittel forth ag inſt the honour an4chaſtity of my wife. And becauſe 


crimes of this nature ate ſtill odiews to men, and execrable to God, and no way to be tolerated 


by a friend; much tefſe to be digeſted and ſuffered by 4 Husband: Therefore thanke thy ſelfe, 5 

( for reparation bereaf.), thy folly vow call onthy valour, $8,mwvite thee and thy Second, es of 
me and inine, mith ybut ſwords onherſthacke, on Tu:(day n:xt, between? ſixe and ſeven in the 
mornings without the North hedge of the very firſt Vineyard beyond the River, where you ſhall 


fndewee-thill ated you, an4comparing the equity of my cauſe, to the injuſtice and infidelity of 


thine; it. makes me fully confident, that the iſſue of this Duell will 
ſhamepull.and ruxinoxs for thy ſelfe. os 


prove glorious for me, and 


CHAMPIGNY. 


Seron (accordingto hischarge and duty) findes gut Beaumarays in his own? houſe, 


and very lecretly gives him his Maſters Letter z who much muſing thereat, ſteps tothe 
window; -and there privatzly reades it to himſelf2; When bluſhing and ſiniling to 
ſe the bold folly of Champigny, the fooliſh malice of hi: wife Blancheville, and the 
baſe treachery of Marin towards him, hee is ſo couragious and generous, as hee diſ- 
dainesto be out-braved by any man whatſozver in the point of honour, (which hee 
eſtzemes farre dearerand precious thin. his life) eſp2cially by Chamvnigny, whom he 
holds.to be as. much his. inferiour in valour as blool. H= therefore trips to his 


ſtudy,.and writes Champigny this Letter, the which hee returnes by his foot-man in 
anſwer of his, 


BEAVMARAYS to CHAMPIGNY. 


A* I will not make my ſclfe Tudge, ſo I deſire not to be witneſſe either of thy wifes chaſtity 

or unchaſtity. It is ſufficient for me to leave her to her ſelfe, and her ſelfe to thee. Ma- 
rin ſhall have time enough to repent his treachery towards mee, and thou to exchange thy jea= 
louſie into Judgement. But becauſe Tſce thy choller now exceed; all the bounds of reaſon,for that 
thou. art ſo inconſideratly and raſhly audacious, to ſecke and preſerve thy wifes honour with the 
hoſe and ruine of mine know therefore, that to cheriſh and maintaine it equally with my life, 
I cheerefully accept thy challenge,and doe hereby give thee to under{tand, that I with my ſecond, 
will at the time and place appointed, meet thee and thine on horſebacke, where we doubt not but 
to acquit our ſelves, as our ſelves, and to make thee and thine acknowledge, that our ſwords are 
compoſed of a good temper.,and our hearts of a better, and conſequently, that you mays perchance, 
meet with your ſuperiours, as well in valour as in blood and extraFion. 


BEAVMARAYS- 


He hath no ſooter 'ended this his Letter, but he preſently beginnes to thinke of 
his ſecond, when calling to minde his owne younger brother Le Montagne, (a young, 
Gentlerhan of ſome twenty yeeres of age) is brave and valiant, and that he hath al- 
ready foughttwo Duells, and in both of them came off with his honour, he ſends for 
him to his cloſet, and there ſheweshim Champrgny hischallenge, and his anſwer there- 
-. unto, and demandsof him if he have any ſtomacke to ſecond him at this feaſt, his bro- 

ther Montagne highly applauds his generous reſolution for accepting this challenge, 
thanks him for the honour and favour he now doth him.in making him his ſecond,vow:, 
thatif he had may lives, zs/he hath but one, : he is ready to facrificethemall at his feer 
and ſervice; and .couregioully tells him; he haebave takenit for a ſenlible efron 
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diſgrace and injury, if hee had made choyce of any other than himſelte : So they both 
prepare their horſes, {words and eourages againit rhe approaching time, and noleſſe 
Joth Champigny and Marin. | +37 

Beanmarays and his brother Montagne conceale this buliieſle from all the world z. ad 
Champignybeares it ſo'cloſe & ſecret, as he makesnort his ambictousand maltious wife 
acquainted therewith, 'but in favour of his {dve to her beauty, "and reputation to him- 
ſelfe, ſmothers it up in filence. © Tueſday morning! being come, 'our-foureirapatient 
champtons are in the fields atth&r Rendez-vons; firft arrive vor o down Marin, 
and preſently after thety, Beumarayr and his brother Mortayne, all of them being. brave- 
ly mounted upon neighing and trampling courfers: At'their entrance, Marivcomes 
with a ſoft trot toward Bey»arayr, thinking to-apelogize himſelfe tohim; But" Bex+ 
marays is (6 brave and generous, ' as he is deafe to his ſpeeches, and wilt not heare him, 
but tells him,that it is ſwords, not tongues, which muſt now decide their difference,and 
prove him innocent” or guilty : So Maris miſling of his aime, hereturnes againe upon 
the ſame trot to Chawpigny, and now, according tothe order and nature of Duels, it is 
ordered betweene thole foure deſperate Gentlemen, that their principalls ſhall ſearch 
the ſeconds, and the ſeconds the principalls,' to ſee whether theirdoublets were any 
more than ſword proofe, bur they'might well have ſaved themſelvesthat labour; for 
they are all of them too noble and valiant, any way to taint theirrepurations and 'ho- 
nours with. th leaſt ſhadow or rinfture of 'cowardize; fothey caſt off their doublets, 
dividethemſelves, and thery draw,” and the firſt muſt, and will try their fortunes, are 
Champigny and Benwarays, 'wha being ſomefoureſcore paces off, they give the ſpursand 
remesto their horſes, and part as fwiftas the wind, or rather fo farioufly and ſndden- 
ly, as two claps of thunder, or flaſhes of lightening : At their firft encounter, Benzzarays 
runs Cbampigry through his ſhirt band, into the right fide of his necke, and Champigny 
him into his left ſhoulder, whereat reciprocally-inflamed as Lyons, they make ſhort 
turnes with their horſes, and ſo fall to it amaine with their ſwords, when againe Bex- 
warays gives Champigny.two other wounds.and he returnes him one in counterexchange, 
whereof neither of them being mortall, they againe divide themſelves to breath, which 
having done, and both of them as yet unſatisfied, they part the ſecond time, at which 
cloze, Champreny miſleth Bexmarays, and hurts his horfe in the necke, but Bewmarays 
gives Champigny a licke with his ſword ore his forehead, which bled: exceedingly, but 
yet they are too couragious to defift, as ſcorningy rather than caring for the number of 
their wounds. They to it againe the third time, which proves as fortunate for Bex- 
marays, as fatall to Champigny; for as his horſeſtumbleth on his fore-feet, Beumrarays in 
his bending, runs him thorow the body, a lntle above his teft-pap; where his {word 
weeting and cutting the ſtrings of his heart, he preſently,ina fainting and faltering lan- 
guage, ſpake theſe his laſt words : Bewmarays, 1 forgive thee my death, and God be morci- 
Full nnto- my Soule, and with the ſame, fell ſtarke dead from his horſe to theground 3 
When Beaumarays, as a noble Gentleman, leapt preſently from his horſe to his AEſtance, 
and ſodid his owne ſecond, Marin, but their eee and care to him was invaine, for 
already life had forſaken his body, and conſequently, his ſoule was fled to his place : 
So hee lies there gored in his blood, and whiles Marin was covering of his breathleſle 
body with hiscloake, Beaumarays ſheathes up his ſword, and with hands and eyes ele- 
vated to heaven, rendreth mand to God for this his viſtory. n=" 

No ſooner hath Montagne congratulated: with his brother Beauwarays for his good 
fortune, but with a heattand courage worthy of himfelfe, hee calls out to his Rivall 


. Marin, and bids him prepare to fight; When his brother Beaymarays notwithſtanding 


hisloſſe of much blood, doth infinitly deſire to ſpare his''brother Montagne ifrem figh- 
ting with Marix, and:ſo to performe 1t -himſelfe. But Mowtugne' ts tdo couragious and 
generousenther to underſtand this-motion, or to 'reliſh this Jayguage from his brother, 
and fo in hot words and bigh termes, he peremptorily-tells him-# That hee creve tofight 
with Marin, and fight bewouls 3 Whereupon his brother Begymarays gives lim his prayers, 
| hy” commits 
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cammits him'to his good fortune,and ſo with his cloake muffled about himsfits downe a 
Spectator totherr combat; When:Mertagne remounting his ſteed, he cals out againe to 
Marin and bids him prepare to fight. 

Marin.no way appalledor daunted with the unfortunate diſaſter of his principall, but 
rather the more-exaſperated and incouraged thereat, he asa valiant Gentleman vowes 
toſcll and requite his death deerely on the life cf hisadverſary Montagne : to which end 
they divide. themiclves-and draw, and:fo part each towards other, Ll kaow not whether 
with moare,{wittaelle'or courage 3 At their firſt encounter Marin runnes Montagne into 
the ſmall of the b4lly of a {eight wound, and in exchange he cuts Mariza great {Jaſh on 
hisleft cheeke; which hangs downe and bleeds exceedinglys When preſently cloſing 
againe, Montague runnes Mayin into the right thigh, and he himin requiral into the right 
ame, and'then they divide: themſelves to take breath,andall theſe their wounds being 
as. yt incapavle to appeaſe or ſatisfie their courages, they preſently determine againe to 
fall toit, with Dravery and reſolution; When behold the Marquis of Be/ary (the Titular 
King of 7vetot!) with two-Lords his Sonnes,and their traine paſleth that way from Cher- 
tres to.go0eta Paris, and (ecing two Gentlemen on Horſebacke in their ſhirts with their 
ſwords drawneyhe 1udgeth it a Duell, when he and his two ſonnes gallop into the little 
meddow ioyning tothe vineyard to prevent and part them, but they came too late; for 
Montagne and Marin ſeeing them ſwiftly galloping towards them,they(to preventthem) 
with wore haſte then good ſpeed, ſet ſpurres to their hortes the ſooner, and at this their 
ſecond meeting Montagne warding Marins {word and putting it by, doth at the very 


fame Inſtant runne him thorow the body a little below his navell, of which mor-. 
tall wound, hee fell preſently from his horſe dead to the ground, uttering onely theſe' 


words:0 Montagne,thou haſt ſlaine me:Thou haſt ſlain me ,Ged receive my Senle:and then and 
there without (peaking. a word more immediately dyed. 

'No ſoonerhath Montagne wiped and ſheathed up his ſword, but his joyfull brother 
Beauxearays galops up tohim, and cheerefully congratulates with him forthe ſame: 
When inſtantly the Maxzquefle of Be/ary, and the two Lords his fonnes, arrive to them, 
though alittle too late 3. They are aſtoniſhed to ſee two proper Gentlemen lie there 
flaine inthe fteld, and reeking in their hot blood 3 when turning to Beaumarays and his 
brother Mon:agne, whom they knew, they congratulate with them for their victories, 
and the Marqueſle,as briefly as his time and their wounds will permit,enquires of them 
the cauſe of their quarrell,and the manner and particulars of their combat, whereof be- 
ing fully informed and fatisfied by them, hee ſends the dead bodies of Champigny and 
Marin to Chartres in his Coach 3 And underſtanding by Beaumarays and his brother Mon- 
tagne, that for the preſervation of their ſafeties and lives, they were reſolved to leave 
= a and Beauſſe, and {o thwarting.are Narwandy by Evereux and Leftenx,toembarke 
themſelves for Caen, and thence to paſle the Seas into Exgland, till their friends in their 
abſence had procured their grace and pardonsfrom the King, as alſo that they were 
deſtitute both of Chirurgions to drefle their wounds, and of a guide to conduct them 
thither; Hee very nobly gave thein his' owne Chirurgion and guide, and promiſing 
them likewiſe, tolabour with the King to the utmoſt of his power, for their peace; hee 
paſſeth on his journey,, and. commits them to the beſt fortune. A lingular, yea, an ho- 
nourable courtelie of this brave old Marqueſle of Ze/ary, whole deſerts and fame I 

Rc much wrong, if b gave not the relation and memory of his naine a place in 
is Kiſtory... {1 | 
Whiles thus the Marqueſle of Belay 1s travelling towards Paris, and Beaumarays and 

his brother Mont «ge Ka con for Cacv, come we briefly to Chartres,which now refounds 
and rattles with the repart and iſfue of thiscombate, where Gentlemen and Citizens, 
and all (according totheir paſſions and affections) fpeake differently thereof; ſome 
mae the vanity of, Beawnaruys,athers'the folly and treachery of Marin, but all doe 

- highlyextollthe courage ny generolity of, Champigriy and: Montagne. ' But leave wee 
them to.theis cenſures, and come wie againe toſpeake of Flarcheville, who takes the 


newes 
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newes of rhis untimely death of her Huſband fo tenderly and forrowfully, that ſhe is 
ready to drowne her {c]fe 1n teares 3 It is not only a grief to her heart to ſee, but a terror 
to her conſcience, to know, that her Huſband Champigny, and her friend Marin, have 
both of them loſt their lives for her ſake, and when againe ſhee falls on the conſidera- 
tion and remembrance, that the firſt died by the hand and ſword of Beaumarays, her 
mortall enemie,and the ſecond by that of his brother Montagre,then ſhe is againe read 
to burſt her heart and breaſt with ſighing thereat.She is ſo uncapable of Counſell.as ſhe 
will heare of no conſolation, nor ſpeake of any thing but of her malice and revenge to- 
wards Beaumarays, and to write the truth, this implacable wrath and revenge of hers 
to him, takes up all her thoughts and ſpzeches, her contemplations and ations, and 
both her time and her ſelfe. To whichend ſhe converts in of her Corne and Wine 
into money, goes to Parjs, caſts her ſelfe at the Kings feet, and to the feet of that great 
and illuſtrious Court of Parlianrent for Juſtice, againſt Beauwarays, the murtherer of her 
Huſband, the which againe and againe, ſhee aloud reſounds and ecchoes forth to their 
cares,yea, her rage is ſo great, and her malice ſo outragious towards him,that notwith- 
ſtanding his body is abſent, yet ſhe ſpends five hundred Crowns in Law to have him ac- 
cording to the Law and Cuſtome of France tobe hanged up ineffigie But although her 
ſute be juſt, yet (by reaſon of his great friends in Court) ſhe fees her ſelfe ſounfortu- 
nate, that ſhe cannot obtaine it. W hereupon.after twelve moneths vaine ſtay in Paris, 
anda profuſe expence of money,ſhe (with much griefe and ſorrow) ſecretly vowes to 
her ſelfe,that if ever he returne againe to Chartres,or which ismore, into Frarce.that ſhe 
her ſelfe will be both his Judge and Executioner, by revenging her Huſbands deathin 
his, and from this helliſh reſolution of hers, ſhee deepely (weares, that neither Earth 
nor Heaven ſhall divert her. | 
Now, to follow the natural] ſtreame and tide of this Hiſtory z Wee muſt againe 
bring Beaumarays and his brother Montagne on the ſtagethereof : For the Reader muſt 
underſtand, thattheir wounds being dreſſed and ſecured, having beſtowed both their 
horſes on the Chirurgion and guide, the two ſervants of the aforeſaid Marqueſle of 
Bellary,and ikewile written him a thankfull Letter for his honourable courteſie exten- 
ded to them, and therewith likewiſe prayed him to ſolicite the King for their Grace and 
pardon in their abſence, they privately (without any followers) embarque themſelves 
uponan Engliſh veſlell at Caez, and ſo with a proſperous gale, arrive at Re, and from 
thence take horſe for Loywdor, where they ſettle up their aboad and reſidence, from 
whence Beauwmarays ſends to Chartres for two of his foot-men,and his brother Montagne 
for one of his, which come over to Loxdon to them ſome fixe weekes after, and brin 
their Maſters word, how earneſtly and violently their adverſaries follow the rigour 
and ſeverity of the Law againſt them in Parzs, but eſpecially againſt Beaurrarays 3 they 
receive theſe advertiſements, from their ſervants and friends, rather with griefe than 
contempt, and therefore to prevent their malice, and their owne diſgrace and danger, 
they often write from London to Parjs,. tothe Marqueſle of Be/ary, and likewiſe tothe 
Biſhop of Chartres (their deare friend and kinſman) to haſten their pardons from the 
- King: Sothat Noble Lord, and this reverend Prelate, pitying their danger and ab- 
ſence as much as they wiſhtheir ſafety and returne, take time at advantage, and the 
Kingin a well 'diſpoſed humour, and ſo doe moſt effeually and powerfully acquaint 
his Majeſty, how theſe two abſent Gentlemen and brothers, Beanmarays and Montane, 
were without juſt cauſe or reaſon, provoked to this unfortunate combate by their 
adverſaries; that they were the CIS not the Challengersz that heretofore 
they had never commuted any aQ& unworthy either of their honour, or of themſelves : 
That-tor their vertuesand generolity, they were beloved of all their Countrey and ac- 
quaintance: That they had-former]y received-many wounds jn his Majeſties warres 3 
and thattheir valour and courage was ſuch,that in theſe times, which threatened more 
rroublesthan premiſed peace, they would undoubtely prove happy and neceſſary 
membersfor'ns ſervice; with many other prevailing motives and reaſons conducing 
A, Fo that 
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that: wity-'5 which at laftſo weigh downe the heart and minde of the King, that hee 
freely)conceded and gave them their pardons unter his great Seale, the which to 
make the moreauthenticalt; they cauſed them to be enregiltred and confirmed by the 
Courtof Parlizment of Paris, and thereupon both the Marqueſſe and Biſhop joyntly 
and:ſpeedily wtit-tothem thereof from Paris. And after ſome five moneths of their 
ſtayin Lending they ſend them over theſe their Pardons, which are delivered to them 
by the Earle of Tifheres,then ordinary Ambaſſadour there for this preſent French King, 
Lewis xzii.the which they Tecerve with infinite honour, content, and joy. 

This good newes of theirs makes them now like the ayre of Frexce, better than that 
of England. So they ſpeedily pack up their baggage, leave Londer, and with all cele- 
rity pdaſtaway Dover, Callajs, 'and Parir. Where being arrived, the firſtthing they 


_ doe, | they finde: out the Marquis of Bel/ay, and the Biſhop of Chartres, to whom they 


owetheir peace; 'as they doetheir lives to the King : Towhom they expreſle a thou- 
ſand &emonſtrations of thankfulnefle for this their honour and favour hed them. 
They like wiſe:burne with deſire to teſtifiefo much to the King, when the Marquis, ſe- 
conded by the Biſhop, preſent them to his Majeſtie, who falling to his feet, hee gives 
them his Royallhand to kiſſe. They can better expreſle their thankfulneſle in deeds 
than words to him, and in language of their ſwords, than in that of their tongues *On+ 
ly they tell his Majeſtie, that having received their lives of his meere clemencie and 
Royall favour, they moſt humbly therefore implore him to grant them the favour and 
honour, thatthey may ſpend and end them in his ſervice. Heeallowes of their zeale 
and humility, ed to redouble his fxvour, hee gives them againe his hand to kiſle, ad- 
ding/farther tothem, that it is rather likely than impoſſible, that hee ſhall ſhortly have 
occaſton to uſe their ſwords and ſervice, and fo diſmiſſeth them. 

T heſe our:two brothers remaine a moneth in Paris, wherein almoſt daily they ten- 
der theirthankfull reſpe&s and ſervice to the Marquis and Biſhop, at the end whereof 
leaving their duties, and _—_— their commJnds, they take horſe and returne home 
farChertres, (from which by reaſon'of their diſaſter they have beene ſo long —_— 
where all their kinsfolks and friends welcome them home with infinite delight an 
joy, yea, almoſtall Chartres and the Gentlemen thereabouts, exceedingly rejoyce of 
their fortunateand ſafe returnes. Onely the Parents of Mariz doe envie Montagne dee- 
ply, and Blancheville, the ſorrowfull and incenfed'widdow of Champigay, hate Reaunzes 
rays deadly. 'As tor Moxtagne,he makes ſuch good meanes and friends.that in lefſ- than 
twoimonethshe obtaiaesa perfect reconciliation ofthe firſt 5 butalthough Beaumew* 19; 
have made many. faire” overtures and proffers of attonement by his friends to rhe f=- 
cond,yet in fix moneths he ſees it is wholly impoſſible for him to procure Wof her, and 
which1s worle;the is ſtill ſo outragious and revengetull rowards him,that he thinks he 
never:ſhall ; for ſhe diſdaines to ſec him; and ſcornes to heate ofhimm : and ſtill her ma- 
lice:and pr againſt him, makes her conſtant in her former helliſh and bloudy 
reſolution, that by one tieanes or other ſhe will ere Jong marther him, as he hath her 
Hugband -.:- Afearefull and moſt execrable reſolution, every way unworthy the heare, 
ofa Gentlewoman, and farre more the ſoule of a Chriſtian. | | 

In the former part of: thisHiſtory we have underſtood the affe ton of Le Palley(Beau- 
muarays his man)'tu Mirthit Blancheville) Chambermaid. Inthe middle thereof we have 
remarked and ſcene the iniplacable-intended' malice and revenge of Blexcheville to- 
wards Beaumarays . And wee — farre before the end hereof will enforme us 
what mournefull fruits] anddeptar! _ efte(ts, theſe different accidents and perſons 
wil eng 0301360119 210% SOIT ENT Eb A 

Anita tins lovet6thitof# tman;fo T am of opinion, that there is no malice com- 
parable ro'thavof «4 womiih, abid ifthe truth Yecerve not my judgement herein, I be- 
leeve wefmllithortly (cette AntitHeRs' of this pofition made good and verified in the 
perſfonsof Ge Pally, and Blachevilk: Yor whiles' Le Y alley is lovingly thinking and in- 
vertiag all pofible:m2ancy how he may marry Martha 3 fo is Blancheville ma oatly 

i | pondering 
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pondering-and ruminating with her-ſelfe-how. or by what:meanes or agents-ſhe may 
murther Beaymarays. Thus we ſee that the heart of the firſt is as full of kindneſie and 
courtelie, as the mind and reſolutions-of the ſecond is of cruelty and bloud. New the 
Reader for his better information , will I hope remember, -that in-all this time of two 
yeares and upwards, lince Le Yallty fiſt ſaw and ſpake with his ſweet heart Martha, in 
his Maſters houſe, that there hath paſt many love tokens betweene them; bur as yet he 
cou}d never draw her conſent te mazry him 5 for (till fhee tels him: that ſhe Idvevher 
Miſtreſle ſo dearely, that ſhe will notdepartfrom her ſervice, nor wed any man,. with- 
out ker free conſent, and therefore that they have farre more reaſon. todoubtthan to 
hope'of this match betweene them, conlidering .the lamentable accident and 4iſaſter 
which-hath paſt betweene their Maſters, Le Valley ſeeing: he muſt firſt winne the Mi- 
{trefle, - before he can wed the maid, with his-{weet hearts adviſe, reſolves to ſeeke 
Blanchcwilles conſent thereto, the which he doth in faireand orderly tearmes. Blarche- 
ville who bad-formerly heard an inkling how dearely Le Valley affected her maid Mar- 
theinthe way 6 marriage, now by this his motion thereof -to her ſelfe; ſhe's fully con- 
fixmed thereof, When obferving more paſſion thanjudgement, as well in his affe&i- 
on.to-her maid; (as in his ſpeeches to her ſelfe, ſhe preſently '{ being induſtrioas in her 
Tpalice, and vigilant 10 ber revenge towards Beaymerayr) torgets God and all goodnefle, 
abandoneth all Chriſtianity and humanity, and ſothe devill brings her a plot, or elſe 
her owne: heart and head fetcht it from hell +: She thinkes that this! poore ſervant Le 
Valley, ;isa fitxagent and mſtrument for her, either to poyſon or piſtoll:-his Maſter Beax- 
marays to death ,'and that his love to her maid Martha, and 'his confiderationoof her 
freſh youthand beauty, is a ſufficient bait, and powerfull lure to make himaindet- 
take and performe it, and bereon ſhe ſettles up her bloudy reſolution: To which end 
Rlancheville-having already ſufficiently woven this treachery in her heart, and cloſely 
and finely ſpunne it 1n her braines, ſhee politickly gives Le Valley more*hope than de- 
ſpaire, that hee ſhall ſhortly marrie her maid Martha ; onely ſhe tells him ſhe mult firſt 
conferre with her, to ſee how ſhe ſtands. afteted to him, and that if herepaire to.her a- 

aine at the end of the weeke, ſhee, will then afluredly givehim ſuch an anſwer, as ſhe 
- AA not but, will content and pleate him, or ee the fault ſhall be his): 2: But tocon- 
clude her ſpeech, ſhee chargeth, him nqrto ſpeake or utter a word hereof to his Maſter 
Beaymarays, all which Le Valley faithfully promiſeth her toperforme. He goes fromthe 
Miſtrefleto;the maid, and reports whatſhe hath told and Rb ſotheſe young fblkes 
Datter theml(clyes,. that ow veryſbortly ſhall beman and wife. B/ancheville (whoſe 
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hee freely fweares 7; When Blemchewifle ( with hypocriticall, yea, with diabolicall 
teares mwher eytb)beinganſtaitted and prompted by the devill, repreſenteth unto him, 
howfouly his Miſter Beawhmarky? had firſt wronged hier chaſtiry and honour, then abu- 
{ed her Huſbind in the Ghiwch, andafterwards killed himin the field, and therefore 
that he-ſhouldnotonely mikrry her maid Martha, but thatſhe would likewiſe give him 
thrde hundred/Crownes:ofy ge money with her, ( if for her ſake, and at her re- 
quell bewonldkill hisfaid Maſter; >eittier by Poyſon, Ponyard, or Piftoll, of which 
me ſheetbld hint He thowtld baverhe one Kale in hand, and the other when he had 
performed it, the which if he refuſed to doe, ſheſwore by her part of Heaven, that he 
thould never:marry heri; nor come rieare her. | = 
| -De#afley shmazed indaſtonifiied at this bloudy propofition and requeſt of hers, 
the which fhie-might we 1vSby the diſtraction of hislookes, anche perturba« 
yornot his coutatenance;;:He tels hers] thatalthough he loves Martha farredearer than 
his life, yetib& cannot finde ih his hearr to kill the pooreſt Chriſtian in the world,much 
leſitſoigoodiand fo deate d Maſter asBeamarargys was to-him. ' Blancheville ( being now 
asabtill ntieraalice; asfhe was malicious her revenge towards Beanmarays) ſhewes 
Lrglley'the three hundred Crownesimifareigold)Which wasfarre more than ever be» 
had fcene;:. Tels him what ardeate friend ſhe will ever remaine to him and his 

wite, and (ini word) leaves ho Turguhpraftiſed;' nor charme unattempred, todraw 
him to the cnterprize of this deplorable; and to theexecution of this helliſh fat. But 
finding him asfrozen asſhe was fiery therem, ſhe bids him to take a weeks time to cons» 
fider thereof, thento bring'her his lat reſohinion;and withall to remember his oath of 
ſkecrecie hereit:from all the wortd; 'both which points hee conſtantly promiſeth herro 
- As hit deſc&r\dsrhe ſtairs from her,” his{ieet heart Marthacomes preſently 
tohithto know theimmile-and reſoliition bf het/Miſtreſle;,whom hee thinks good:then 
to fatsfic with this plealing anſwer, thathee' hopes a ſmall time will worke and com+ 
boththbirdefires. 8dafter 4 feiw kifſes and embraces,they for that time take leave 

cach ofother.: He 13 noſooner'returned homs;* but his heart is as penfive and ſorrow- 
full; as his. minde and braine is perplexed and troubled for the cauſe thereof. He cons 
«with hmfelfe; andhis reſotarions are as differentas his defires. He cannot as yer 
inhisheateto kill kis/Maſter,: arid'yet hee0an reſolve: rather to die thantoloſe 
Mawvhs:hisMiſtrefle. Froecitis; that the fighrdf the Lady Blanchevilles pold dothiaft 
wonders in his hearts, hutfarte' more rhe fight arid remembrance bf: Marthar ſweet 
youthand delitious bedixty':-8b rhe-twſt eempes ponkrnaes 3.40 the:fecond'extreim- 
 andthedeviſlinbotirofrhem/infmnitely 5! yer norwirh bg his faith and ſolute 
ith God,: that hirhereohee tarmer conſent oribe drawnetso imbrac hf 
bloud of his Mafter:-But"hete befalwan unexpsRed accidbrir; 
rates mid rhbrowes hin heudlong' onthe vontrary reſolution; | 
Blancheviltk; birt be= 
id his man 
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lay, the ſame night as {oone as his Maſter was gone to. bed;” i he trips away to Blanche- 
villes houſe, nformes her at large what had paſt betwixt his maſter and himſelfe , and 
therefore aſlures her that hee is fully and conſtantly refolvedto nmarther him : within 
three or foure dayes,if ſhee would performe her promiſeto him, to give'himthe three 
hundred Crownes, ' and that alſo within a m after heſball marry Martha, where- 
at Blancheville being beyand meaſure joyfull, ſhe faithfully and folemgly-ſweares him 
the performance thereof, when (as a pledge» ofthereſt ) :ſhee preſeinly payes: him 
downe the firſt hundredand fifty in gold, the which ze 7alleyjoyfully purſeth up. But 
the receit thereof ſhall coſthim deare. 1,5] 13; | 10511 
From the intended matter of the murther of Beaxwarays, theſe two of: Sa 
tanand Hell; B/anchevilleand Le Valley, proceedto the manner thereof;''fhe propolſeth 
thatinfernalldrugge poyſbn, but he rejeftethit,; asdangerous'to be gn dif- 
ficultto be applied. . And becauſe ſhediſlikes to have him ponyanded, ! ore they 
bothconclude and agree, that he ſhall-piſtoll bym-to.death, and this is their definitive, 
cruel}, and helliſh reſolution. 'Le alley having thus diſpatcht his bulinefle with'Blan- 
cheville, and taken leave with kules ofthis fweet:Mirthay ( who poore foule: is ag inno- 
cent, as they two are wholly and folely'guilty ot this deplorable conſpiration)heepurs 
a cheerefull countenance on his revehgefull heart; :{o returnes home, - and-the ver 


rousand blondy manner-: For ax that good andiNoble Gentleman thoughtiab nothing 
leſſe than of hwdanger ordeath, then this maniſter: of nature fibgeringhichinde poines 


right, | and the 


and there(with an inferoyll an 
nearely oppolite to em rs 


the Table, 


GChambey 
if 'neÞ 
HawkeombuiſtandsSpanniell:at his heels, 
iewelcreCaderdame 


thelelds,where(s 
zc;;;and tells hicn 
AE. 
totnundenight intormex biaiveto Clayares 


- 


—— » * > oo owe me—_— "A 


« ” 
* 


HiR:XIX. Champigae and Blancheville: | 


ww 


324 


abſence,and ſo doe all his ſervants. ' They finde.his Cloake,Rapier arid Belt, hanging 
up-at a pin-in'the Hall, andtherefore deeming him not:farre, butat ſame newgh- 
bours houſe;; hee ſends Le Yal oneway; and the reſt of the ſervants to other places 
to finde him out; :but whiles they ſecke after him, Le Valley (favduted'by the night) 
trips away ſpcedily'tthe Lady .Blancheviller. houſe, and there: moſt briefly arid ſe- 
cretly —— herliow bravely he hath diſpatched his Maſter that forenoone, ſhe 
cannot cantaine her ſelfefor joy.of. this ſweet newes, nor. expreſſe 1tto him ia leſle 
than a kifle; hee faies hee: will tell Her the reſt ro morrow night, and then come and 
receive:the' remainder of her promiſe torhim, the which {tice againe and againe 
fweare3 to him, ſhe will perfurmeit with a ſurpluſage and advantage; fo hee kiſfleth 
his fveet heart Mzrthz,-and againe diſpeeds himſelfe home : Where he and the reſt 
ofthe ſervants who were ſent into the {treetes, returne Montagne no 'newes of theit 
Maſter his brother : Supper being more than fully ready, his:long miſſing of him, 
doth at laſt bring himmuch doubt, - and ſome ſuſpition and feare of his welfare. It 
runstill in his minde, that hee maybe yet afleepe in his Chamber 3 wherefore hee 
aſcendsthither with Le Yallsy, arid others of his ſervants; who call aloud, and bounce 
amaine atthe doote; butthey heare noanſwernor ſpeech of him,the which doth the 
more augment his doubt; -and redouble his feare of 'ht>/brother.: At laſt hee com- 
mands them to force'and breake.open the dooxe, but it: being exceeding thicke and 
ſtrong, they cannot. 'Montagves tender care ofhis brother,doth by this time infinitely 
increaſe his feare of him, which at laſt ſo powerfully ſurpriſeth him, that hee pre- 
{ently commands a Ladder to be erectedtohis brothers chamber window towards 
the garden,and ſendsup one of his Laqueyes with atorch to looke into the chamber; 
y.torcethopenthe 'caſemerit, 'andthenthruſt in his torch firſt, and his head 
after, which hee ſpeedy withdrawing very paſſionately cryeth out : That his Ma- 
ſter hath murthered hinaſclfe with his piſkoll, -and lies there dead-all goared in his 
blodd. Movztagrre at'this lamentable newes, teares his haire; weepes, and cries out 4 
maine for forrowthereof, and ſodoe all his ſervants: Among whom Le Y alley is ob- 
ſerved tobe oneof the molt, who weepes, and cries mightily thereat. Montegne be- 
almoſtasdead-iwith griefe and ſorrow hereat, as his brother Beaumarays was with 
| his wound'3/: he bids the-Laquey to teare downe- the: caſement, and to enter and un- 
locke: the. Yoore, which hee doth : 'So hee with Le Valtey, and the reſt of the ſervants, 
aſcend andenter the'chamber, where (to'their unexpreſiible griefeand ſorrow) they: 
ſee thismournfull and'murthered perſonage, with the diſcharged Piſtoll faſt in hib 
hand, andthekey of the chamber goore on the table, as hath beene already expreſ- 
ſed; 'Once Montague thought: that his brother might be robbed and killed by thieves, 
but ſeeirigiall his trunks faſt locked, 'and thewopening his ſtudy duore;and finding all 
his gold; filver and Jewells therean good order, CE that fuſpition and jea- 
louſie, and then both-he and they all believe; that he hath abſolutely murthered kim 
ſclfe. Fhe teport of this tragicalÞ and forrowfull accidem founds loud in the ſtrders 
of Chartrers : 'Mentaghe ſends for the Kings: Attourney, \ and-the Fiſcalbroſee, and for 
Chirurgidnsto viſt his dead brothers body, | they all concurre and agree in opimon 
with gatand his fetvants,anlſogenerallyaffirme and conclude; That Beaumias' 
rajs hath(with his little Piſtoll)\ſhoti himſclfe into the backe with a brace of bullers, 
whereob he:died, which is fweetamiick and wiclody to Le Hultey, but his wormewood: 
and gall comes after, Andinow'Montegne withall requiſirorder,ſtate-nd:decency,fo- 
lemnizeth his brothersfunerals,8&enotonlyall Chirtres,but alt Beaxſſe;Buall Gentlemen 
whoknew.him,yeagtheBiſhop of Chireres; the Marg. of Brllary; and:the King hiinſelfe 
much lainented & bewailed the unfortunate loffe of this noble & valiant Gentleman. 
---The griefe'and fortpw of Mu forkisbrothers umimely death, isthe joy.and 
acd.Blencheuilles for as hetriuniphes; fo for her part, the is ſo'ex- 
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ber hath: diſpatbbed hisMaſtez Beawataze fo fpettily:and ſecretly, ſhe thetefore rakes 
a Dizmond Ringoff her finges (worth one hundred crownes) and likewile gives it 
hiast1 Wien rymake good her bath. arid promiſe to him, (as allo to make hispreten- 
W pat wn ec) vey fan day:moneth' after, tmarrieth him to her maid Mar- 

ounded and cymented with innocent blood, never have: 
prof] DE Now Rhnbevifeproud in her tevenge for the death of her mor- 
rall-enemy:. Beagarateyr;; and now likewnte. is Le: Valley (in bis conceit. and minde) 
rapt nprintottie third Heaven of joy, minjoying his faire and ſweet wife Martha, and 
rwither bfchem hath the donſcrence tothinke of,or-the grace to repent this foule and 
blootly fact of theirs /Whadh; (when they leaſt dreame thereof) we ſhall ſee God in 
his ſacred mercy-m Juſtice, will ſpeedily detect, revenge and puniſh, as the SIEM 
thertvk will declare and informe us: : -- 

As the matrer and manner of the detection of this lamemable murther of Beav- 
rar oj! proceeded _— from God; foitdidfecoridly from his ſorrowfull brother 
Movtagot, who wanting all other witnefles and evidence (and wholly guided'by fa- 
cr wer. and; fioayed by-divine influebce) wasled to it by foure remarkeable cir« 

$ arid confideratiohs, every way worthy of our knowledge and retemtion- 

The Sel was _ finding and peruſing of Blanchevilſes Letter to his brother Beaumaraye 
(which formerly we have ſeen) wherein he oblervede wondertall deale of inveterats 
ary cham frotn her-the ſecorid-was LeYalley? at fp her cham 
beramaid a by thewhith'hee conceived, that that (i plytefleted 
ob her,and this en him.:'The third was from the fight of EO ances Ring which 
Le rm wore on: his finger: (being/theſame which wee have formerly ſcene Blanche 
vitletogive him) for Montagne believingthat he had ſtollen it from his dead brother, 
his Maſter; he rg gs him for it by order of Law, when Le Yaley to cleare himſclfe 
of this pretended theft, was anforced to informe both him and the Judges, that it was 
given himin marriage with/his wife, by the Lady B8lancheville her Miſtreſſe, the which 
confeſſion of his,  indeed,:added much ſuſpition and jealoufie. of them both rothe 
heart and minde of Mortagae, as beli hatit muſt be ſome extraordinarytye and 
ſervice, which:ſhould make Le #aley capable to deſerve (o great 'a/ bounty andbreward 
of her. But the fourth and laſt conſideration was farre moreipowerfull and prevalent 
withhim, thanall the thtee fotwer,"to;grount! his fuſpition _jaint Le Valley for thus 
of his brother, and whereinthe Reader may defervediy admireand wons 

___ celeſtiall providence and juſtice:of God; which moſtmmraculoutly and/di-- 
herein 3 fot the ſame day two moneths after this murther uf Staumes 
hn. the ſame day moheth that Ze Yelcy marricd. his wite Marthe, it pleaſed the: 


Lank his ſecret Hledfaito and. juſtice): to ſend. him a G in his right band, 
whith tacttend and (pread; bis jons,/ 'tO. e hisdife, viſed his 
DE nn Tem HOU 
Le Y, yv10e70HE his 'G 10Rs, 
bridgs EEO Blancheualle;. Leno cis Chyna 
tagne; who (ed;bytheimmediate foinkdlan jerofGod) dotiimow confident - 
piſtolleUtris brotherad death,; wnd' 
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crime being greater than his Apologie, they adjudge him to the rack, where in the 
middelt of his tortures,God ſo deales with his heart and prevailes with his ſoule, that 
heeconfeſſeth, it was he who murthered his maſtr Beauwiarays with a piſtoll charged 
with a brace of bullets, and that hee was hired to performe it by the Lady Bluncheville, 
who gave himthree hundred crownes int gold, and a Diamond ring to effett and fi- 
niſh it. At the relation and confeſſion whereof Moutagn? and the Judges, exceedingly 
admire and wonder, and being by them againe demanded if his wife Martha were 
not likewiſeacceſlary with them in this murther, hee freely and conſtantly told them 
that ſhee was not, and that he would take itto his death, that ſhee was every way as 
Innocent, as himſelfe and Blancheville her miſtris were guilty thereof. 

The Judges of this Court oy ſend ſergeants away to apprehend Blaxchevilte, 
who is ſo farre fromthe apprehenſion or feare of any danger, as ſhee dreamesnot 
thereof : They find herin her owne houſe playing on her lute, and finging in compa- 
ny of many Gentlemen, and Gentlewomen her friends : The Serjeants ſeize on her, 
and tells her accuſation and crime; whereat ſhee is amazed and weepes exceedingly, 
and noleſſe doethoſe who are with her : She is brought before her Judges, who 
ſtrongly accuſe her for being the Author of this cruell murther of Beaxmarays,and ac- 

gaint her with Le Yalleys full and ftee confeſſion thereof,as we have formerly under- 
ſtood : When here ſometime with teates; and then againe with paſſion and choller, 
ſhe tells the Judges,that Le Valley 18 a devill & a villaine,thus to accuſe her falſely: That 
ſhe never gave him a ring or three hundred crownes todoe it, and takes God to wit- 
neſle that ſhe is wholly innocent of that murthker. But this poore and pafſionate Apo- 
logie of hers, will not paſſe current with her Lyncee-eyed Judges, who cauſe her to 
be confronted with Le Valley, who ſtands firme to his former accuſation againſt her, 
and yet her faith is ſo weak with God, & ſo —_ with Satan,as with many cryes and 
curſes, ſhe againe and againe cryes out andiproteſteth of her. Innocency - : They pro< 
duce her ring, and part of her gold, but ſhe boldly denicsand ſtoutly forſwears bothz 
So they preſently adjudge her to the rack, whereto with much conſtancy ſhee permits 
her ſelfe to be faſtened : But at the very firſttouch and wrench thereof, her dainty 
delicate limbs not able to brooke thoſe exquiſite torments, God was pleaſed to be ſo 
gracious and mercitull to her ſoule, as ſhe preſently with many teares) cries out that 
he was the guilty Authour of this horrible murther, and ſo in all points and circum+ 
ſtances concurres and agrees with Le YaFezr depoſition and accuſation againſt her ; 
Here her Judges againe demand of herif her maid Martha were never acceſlary or 
conſenting with her and Le Yalley in this their bloudy fa&, but ſhe vowes to them,that 
upon perill of her ſoule, ſhe wasabſolutely innocentthereof, ſo hereupon this our in- 
humane Legy Blancheville 1s agaihelooſed from her rack , and brought away to the 
Tribunall of Juſtice, and ſolikewiſe is LeYalley, where Montagne and the Kings at- 
tourney preſently crave Judgement of the prefidents againſt theſe two murtherers, 
who after along and a religious ſpeech which they made,both to them and toall who 
were preſent upon this bloudy fatand crime of theirs: They conclude and adjudge 
Le Valley the very next dayto be broken onthe wheele altve, and Bluncheville then 
likewiſe tobe hanged, which gavematter of Univerſalt ſpeech and admiration to all 
Chartres and Beauſſe, | 13901-4110 vath: CRY 

Wee have ſcene the perpetration and dete&tion of this inhumne and lamentable 

murther, committed by theſe two unfortunate wretches Le Valley and Blaxcheville : 
' And now(by the mercy and Juſtice of God) wee are come to ſee the triumphs of his 
revenge to fight againſt them in their condigne puniſhments for the ſame. They by 
their Judges are that afternoone returned again=- to their priſons, and the 
ſame night are there effeQually dealt with by Divines, who (out of Chriſtian 
charity) dire& and prepare their ſoules for Heaven. Sothe next morning about 
ten of the clocke they are brought to the common place of execution in Chartres, 
where a world of people attend to bee ſpe tators of theſe their unfortunate ends and 
Kk2 deplorable 
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deplorable tragedies: And firſt Le Valley aſcends the featfold,whois ſad and penſive, 
and ſ2yes little eMe in effect but this, that it was partly Blanchewill c gold, butchiefdy 
his love to her maid, his wife Marths, who firft drew'him to murther his deere ma- 
{ter Beaumarays,, whereof hee affirmed he was now heartily repentantand ſorrowfull, 
and befought the Lord to patdon him; He here tooke it to his death that his ſaid wife 
Marthia was eyery' way innocent ofthis murther, and therefore beſeeched Monſexr 
M , to be good andcharitable to herafter his death, whom hee likewiſe pray- 
ed to forgive him; when uttering a few 4ve Mariestohimſelte, and often marking 
himſelfe with the fagne of the crofle : He wasby his Executioner preſently broken on 
the wheele, whexeot hewmmediatly dyed: - | _- 

'Le Valley was no ſooner diſpatched, but up comes our Female monſter Blancheville 
onthe Ladder, whole youthand beauty drew pitry from the hearts, and teares from 
the eyes of moſt of her ſpeftators : in her conntenance ſhee was very ſad and mourne- 
tull, andyet I am. enforced to confefle this truth ofher , that (in the laſtScene and 
a&tof her lite)her pride and Vanity ſo farreufurped on her judgement, her piety,and 
herfoule, thatſhee came here to take her laſt leave'of the world,/apparelled in a rich 
blackrazed fattingowne, 2 crimſon damaske pettie-coate, laid with white ſattin 

vards, a rich cutworke falling band, her haire all ſtrewed with ſweet powder, dec 
Led with white' ribban knots and roſes, and a ſnow white paire of gloves on her 
hands, ſo ſhee there craves leave of thepegpleto (peake a few words before ſhe dies, 
which with a well compoſed countenance, and behaviour, ſhe doth in theſe tearmes. 

She faid that her deare and' tender affettion to her- huſband Champigny occationed 
her deadly hatred and maliceto Beaumarays, and that as ſoone as ſhe had (lame him in 
the field, ſhe. ini revengethereof inſtantly reſolved and vowed to ſend him to heaven 
after hjm : ſheaffirmed that ſhe was now ſorrowfull from her heart and foule,that ſke 

had cauſed Le Y alley to killthis his maſter; alſothat ſhee was fo unfortunate and miſe= 
rable, as now toſee him dyefor her fake and fervice, in requitall whereof ſhee gave 
all her apparel, and ſameaf her plate and Jewels to-her old maid,now his new wife 
Martha, whom ſhee aftirmed in preſenco of God ' and his angels, was no way guilty 
or conſenting to this lamentable-murther, which ſhee beſeeched the Lordto pardon 
and forgive her ,the likewiſe beſought Montagne & Martha to forgive her, and entrea- 
tedall who were preſent to'pray toGod for her ſoul; he conjured all Ladies & Gen- 
tlewomen who were forrowfull eye-witnefles of her untimely death, to beware 
her unfortunate example,and foto hate malice andirevenge in themſelves as much as 
ſhe loved it : When againe praying all her peQators to pray to God for het, fhee af- 
ter a fow Pater-nolters, and Ave-maries was turned over. L ) UiE1< 
Andthus wasthis lamentable, and yetdeſerved-death of theſe twobloudy wret- 
ches Le Y alley and Blanchenille, and inthi e manner, did God + cd wrap. wo 
puniſh this their horrible crime ofmurther : Whoſe untimely and unfortunate deaths, 
left auch gricfe to their living parents and friends,and yenorally toallwho either - 
. faw/or knewithem. May we read thistheir Hiſtory, to the honour of God, 
andthento our owne IaſtryCtion and reformation: Thatthe ſfightand re 
menibrance of theſe their puniſhments:may deterre us from the- 
implety and inhumanity of perpetrating the like | 
dr ot) 66 00 1.4 bloudy ortmes, Amma 157 
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Lorenzo wwrthereth his wife Fermia 3 He ſome twenty yeares after(a; altogether unknowne) 
robbeth his(ond her) fonne Thomaſo,who likewiſe (not knowing Lorenzo tobe his father) 
doth accuſe him for that robbery, for which he is hanged. 


A Hoſe who(by the pernicivusinſtigation,and fatall temptati- 

| onof Satan) doe wiltully imbrue their hands in 1nno- 
..centbloud and ſo make themſelves guilty of murther, are 

no longer men, but have prodigioully metamorphoſed 
|. 'themſclves into the nature and quality ofdeyils. And as 
| after this their crime, they are worthy ofall true Chriſti- 
ans  deteſtation, ſomoſt commonly ( without Gods fa- 
| . ving grace and mercy,) their hearts are io obdurated with 
dil. impenitency of ſecurity , and their ſouls ſeared up and 
abandoned to all kinds of atheiſtica)l prophanenefle and 
wmpiety, that they are {o farre from Hyoking of God, asthey beleeve there ts no 
God, and., ſo farre from fearing... of his judgements , and puniſhments, as they 
are deſperately confident they have not Ich rved any : But becauſe their hearts and 
actions are as tranſparentto Godseyes and knowledge, as Gods decrees, and reſolu- 
tion are1pyiſible totheirs, therefore (deſpight this their blindneſle and the devills 
malice and ſubtilty to obſcure and con cel t) this world will aftoord them no true 
Peace, nor this lite produce them.,apy! perfect tranquillity : But whereſoever they 
goe or live, their guilty thoughts and conſciences as ſo many helliſh bloud-hounds 
will inceſlangly. purſue pd follow, them,  tillin the end they drag them to condigne 
ſbame, miſery, and —_ 10n for the, ſame _/: which this ſubſequent Hiſtory will ve- 


ully preſents to/our view and conſideration. , Let us read 11, inthe feare of God, that 
w69907/ weigh thas benafit by it whugh becomes good Ghnſhaneto make: wo 
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be and make good tq ug, in a wretched and execrable pexſonage, whom it monrne- 
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I! is not the meanneſle of the perſonages, but the greatneſle and eminence of Gods 

hn gy wg hich hath prevailed with mee to give'this Hiſtory a place among my 
others. : The which to draw from the head-ſpring, and originall, wee muſt un- 
derſtand , that in Jraly, (the Garden of Europe, as Europe 1s that of the whole 
world ) and inthe City of Genova, (ſeated upon the Mediterranean Sea, which 
theltalians forthe ſumptuouſneſle and ſtatelinefle of her buildings, doe juſtly ſhle 
and entitle, proud Genova) neare unto the Arſenall upon the Key, there dwelt(of 
late yeares) a proper tall young man, of a coale blacke haire, ſome twenty five 
yeares old, named Andrea Lorenzo, who by histrade was a Baker, and wasnow be- 
come Maſter of his profefſion,and kept forth his Oven and ſhop for himſelfe ; where- 
in hee was ſo induſtrious and provident, that in a ſhort time hee became one of the 
prime Bakers of that City, and wrought to many _ and Galleyes of this Eſtate and 
Seigniory : Hee in few yeares grew rich, was proftered many wives, of the daugh» 
ters of many wealthy Bakers, and other Artificers of Gezova, but hee was ti]! cove- 
tous, and ſo addicted tothe world, as he could fancy none, nor as yet be reſolved or 
perſwaded toſeeke any maid or widdow in marriage, fith hee knew it to bee one of 
the greateſt and moſt important actions of our life, and which infallibly drawes with 
it, cither ourchiefelt carthly felicity or miſery. 

But as marriages are made in Heaven, before conſummated onearth 3 So Lorenzo 
going on a time tothe City of Sxvona, which (both by Sea and Land) is ſome twen- 
ty little miles from Genova, and heretofore was a free City and Eſtate of it ſelfe, but 
now ſwallowed up in the power and opulencie of that of Genova, he there fel] in love 
with a rich Vintners dauyhter, her father named 1var Baptiſta Moron, and ſhee Firmia 
Moron, who was a lovely and beautifull youag maiden, of ſome eighteene yeares 
of age, being tall and (lender, of a pale complex1on, and a bright yellow haire, but 
exceedingly vertuous and religious, and endowed with many ſweet qualities and 
perfettions 3 whoalthough ſhee were ſought in marriage by divers rich young men, 
of very good families of that City, with the worſt of whom ( either for eſtate or ex- 
traction) Lorenzo might no way compare, yet ſhee could fancie none but him, and 
hee above all the men of the world ſhe(ſecretly in her heart and mind) deſired might 
teher Huſband. Lorenzo, (with order and diſcretion) ſeekesFermiain marriage of 
her Father Meron, who 1s too ſtrong of purſe,and too hight of humour to match his 
daughter to a Baker, or to any other of a mechanical! protefſion, and lo gives him a 
flat and peremptory deniall. But Lorenzo finds his daughter more courteous and 
kinde to his delires, for ſhe being as deeply enamoured of his perſonage, as hee was 
of her beauty and vertues, after a journey or two which hee had made to her at 
$avona, {hee conſents and yeelds to him to bee his wife ,, conditionally that hee 
can obtaine her fathers mere will therennto, but not otherwiſe 3 which Lorenzo yet 
feared and doubted would prove a difficult taske for him to compaſle and procure 
for her father knowing Ferzria to be his owne and onely childe and daughter, and 
thather beauty and vertuous education, together with the conſideration of his owne 
wealth and eſtate, made herevery way capable of a farre better Huſband than Lorea- 
zo £ Asalſo that his daughter in reaſon and religion,and by the lawes of heaven and 
earth, was bound to yeeld him all duty and obedience (becauſe of him ſhee had for- 
merly received both life and being) therefore hee wasreſolnte that Lorexzo ſhould 
not have his daughter to, wife, neither would het ever hearken to accept, or conſent 
to take him for hjs fonne in Law, | ; 

Lorenzo:havipg thus obtained the heart and purchaſed the affeQtion of his ſweet 
and deare Fermia, hee now ( out of his fervent defire and zeale to ſee her made his 
wite, and himſelfe her Huſband) makes it both his ambition and care ( according to 
her order) to draw her father Moron to conſent thereunto, wherein the more impor-_ 
tunate, humble,and Autifull he (both by himſelfe and friends) is to Moor, the more 
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imperious, averſe, and obſtinate is he to Lorenzo, as diſdaining any farther to heare 
of this his ſuit and motion for his daughter. But Lorexzs loves the daughter too ten- 
derly and dearely thus to be put off with the firſt repulſe and deniall of her father, 
and ſo (notwith(tanding) he againe perſevereth in his ſuit towards him, with equall 
humility and reſolution : He requeſteth his conſent to their affetions with prayers, 
and his daughter Fermis (having formerly acquainted her father with her deare and 
inviolable love to Lorenzo) ſhe now prayes him thereto with teares : But (as one who 
had wholly wedded himlſelte to the ſingularity of his owne reſolution and pleaſure) 
he againe proudly refuſeth him with diſdaine, and peremptorily rejefteth her with 
choller and indignation,and fo ſecretly vowes to himſclfe, and publiquely ſweares to 
them, that he will firſt die, and ſalute his grave, before ever hee will permit him to 
marry his daughter. Which unkind anſwer and thundering reſolution of his, proves 
the extreme griefe of his daughter Ferxria, and infinite affliction and ſorrow of her 
Lover Lorezzo, who hereupon areenforced to beare up with the time, yea, and to 
make a vertue of neceſlity, by ſeparating their bodies, but not their hearts and affeCti- 
ons. So he returres to Genowva,and ſhee lives and remaines with her Father in $ avora, 
having no other comfort left them in their abſence, but hope, nor no other conſola- 
tion, but ſometimes to vilit each other with their Letters, which they doe. 

Old Morer now finds his young daughter Fermia, farre more penſive, reſerved and 
ſorrowfull than heretokore, and therefore although he grieve to (ce her affection in- 
tangled with this Baker Lorenzo, yet he rejoyceth to ſee, that he comes to Savona, as 
alſo to underſtand that his daughter hath no way ingaged her ſelfe to him. in promiſe 
of marriage, but with the condition of his free will and conſent thereto, which as 
heretofore, ſonow againe, he deeply ſweares, hee will never be drawne or perſwa- 
ded togrant. And the ſooner and better eternally and fully todaſh theſe their irregu- 
lar loves and affeCtions, hee thinkes it fit for him tu provide, and requilite to preſent 
his daughter with another Huſband : To which end hee gives her the choyce of two 
or three proper young men, and of very good families in 8$avoza, but ſhee will have 
none of thery, for her affeCtion 1s ſo _ fixed, and conſtantly ſettled on Lorewzg, 
| thatſay her father what he will, or doe he or they what they can, he can hardly draw 
herto ſee, much lefle to ſpeake with any one of them : Whereat hee calls her fooliſh 
Gigglet, and fond Girle,and ſweares,that he will wholly renounce her for his dangh- 
ter, and abſolutely diſ-inherit her, and leave her a begger, if ſhe marry Lorenzs, and 
then and there flies from her in rage and choller, and leaves her alone to her 
ſelfe, to entertaine her diſconſoJate and ſorrowfull thoughts, with a world of ſighes 
and teares. 

As for the Letters which paſle from Genova to $xvona, and that are alſo returned 
from $avona to Genova, betweene theſe our two Lovers, Lorenzo and Fermia, deemin 
them impertinent to this their Hiſtory, I have therefore purpoſely excluded, and for 
order and brevities ſake omitted them : The which entertained their time,and tooke 
up their affeCtions and patience ſo long, that three yeeres are now paſt and blowne 
, over, fince they firſt ſaw each other, and ſince Lorenzo firſt motioned Moro for his 
conſent to marry hisdaughter, during all which long traG of rime, which to thoſe 
our two young Lovers ſeemed at leaſt ſo many ages, The Reader is prayed to un- 


derſtand and take notice, that Lorerzo hath made five or ſ1xe journeyes from Genova - 


to 8avora, to ſee his Fermia, and hath importunately requeſted her father Moros for 
his conſent, and that at leaſt as many times ſhe likewiſe hath imployed all her Parents 
and friends towards him, yea, and hath beene more often on her bended knees 
to him to begge it, bur all theſe their requeſts and ſolicitations towards him prove 
vaine, 

When Lorenzo at laſt conſidering and remembring, that hee had uſed all the law- 
fault meanes he could poſſibly invent, and Ferpia all her beſt indeavours and inventi- 

ons which lay in her mortall power to draw her father Morow to their deſires $a 
7. wiſhes 
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wiſhes of marriage, and that neither they, nor all the world, could prevaile withthim, 
he thinkes it now high time (as well for the ſettling of his fortunes and trade, as allo 
for the confirmation of his hearts content) to lay cloſe (iege to his Fermra, that (not- 
withſtanding her fathers refuſall) ſhe would conſent and yeeld,to marry him, and fo 
very ſecretly by night to leave him and Savona, and to come live and die with him- 
ſelfe in Genova, telling her, that although hee had never a Duckaton of marriage mo- 
ney with her from her father, yet that God had given him eſtate and meanes enough 
to maintaine her and his family, in full and plentifull proſperity, and that he weuld 
be a thouſand times more tender and caretull of her than of his owne life. Thus 
with a world of ſweet words and ſugred promiſes and perſwaſions, this ſweet and 
faire young maiden (contrary to her former wholeſome, vertuous and obedient re- 
- ſolutions) 1s atlaſt, drawne and tempted away by him, now to p-ove diſobedient to 
her father, yea, andto forſake and flie away both from his houſe and himſelfe. So 
Lorenzo having to that end ſecretly provided himſelfe of a fine ſmall Frigot, of foure 
oares on each fide, he therewith comes by night into the key of $avoza, (which the 
policy of the Genoueſles (now their Lords and Superiours) have dammed up, and 
made uncapable of ſhips of burthen, that thereby all the trade and commerce by Sea, 
may arrive to theirowne capitall Ci) where giving notice to Fermia of his being 
there,ſhe (taking her beſt clothes,and other chieteſt neceſlaries with her) in the dead 
time of the night, when her father and his ſervants were faſt in ſleepe, and all things 
being huſhed up in ſilence, ſeemed toconſpire to her raſh and inconfiderate eſcape, 
ſhee by the Garden doore, 1{ſued forth to Lorenzo,who there received her with much 
Joy, and many kifles, and fo condudts herto the Frigot, where the wind (in favour 
of this their clandeſtine flight) proving very faire, they hoyle up ſaile, and earely 
. the next merning arrive at Genova, where (within two houres after) Lorexzo.conducts 
her to Saint Saviours Church, and there very ſecretly, (yet fulemn|ly)eſpouſeth and 
marries her. But, O Fermia, how I pity thy youth and. beauty, thine innocency and 
indiſcretion,thy few yeeres, and many vertues,thy aftection and misfortune,and thine 
ignorance and credulity, ſo.raſhly and diſobediently to flie from Savona to. Genova, 
and totake (or rather to ſteale) away thy ſelfe from thy Father, purpoſely to give 
thy ſelfe in marriage to Loreszo, for which indiſcreet and diſobedient fat of thine, 
it 15.not unpoſlible for thee to {ee this enſuing polition verified «nd confirmed in 
thy ſelfe, That there 3s nothing ſo caſte 'in. young people. as to commit errours, nor ſo 
difficult as to repaire them. | | 
Whiles thus our young married couple celebrate their nuptialls m Genova with 
delight and joy, old Moros the father, grieves and ſtormes thereat 1n Savona, for the 
ſudden flight of his daughter : When fearing and beheving that Lorerzo had ſtollen 
her away, he ſecretly makes enquiry a his houſe of Genova, from whence he 
hath perfeCt notice, that ſhe is there, and, married to hum, whereat hee paſſionately 
converts his griefe into choller, both againſt her and him, and (in regard of this their 
. diſgraceand diſhonour offered him)moſt conſtantly yows to himſelte,and to all who 
are neere him,that they ſhall never touch nor injoy the vallew.of one Duckaton of all 
hisEſtate and wealth, aslong as heor they live, and that he will not once ſend after 
them,.nor ever hereafter ſee them, which ſharpe vow and bitter ſentence againſt our 
Lorenzg and Fermia,wee ſhall be enforced toſee him tov carefully to keepe, and too 
ſeverely and punttually:to pertorme. Fond "_T "oe 
. Some ten daies, after this marriage of\Lorewzo. and Fermia, .when their wedding 
joyesand pleaſures had given them ſome truce and time to conſider of their worldly 
ns heals they know and repute it folly, to thinke to be able wholly tolive by 
love, Lorenze conlidering the injury and di ay" non he had offered his recs 
Law; Moron, in, this action, 12nd thexefiage very deſirous yet now, againe tg ſeeke bi 
conſent and good. will as ir marriage; that, thereby hee a ' participate and 
ſhare of ſome part ,of his wealth, hee: determineth, ſhontly to ride over |t@ Severe 
; ; | | bo 
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to him, - and with his beſt reſpe&s and duty to comply and labour with him for a re- 
conciliationz and yet nevertheleſle, he thinkes it very fit, and holds it moſtexpedi- 
ent, that his wife in the meane time, ſhould firſt excuſe her ſelfe to her father by her 
Ectter, the which ſhe doth in theſe termes : 


FERMIA to MORON. 


A Lthonoh the cauſe and manner of my departure from you'and your houſe make mee more 

"k. worthy of your indignation than,of your pardon, yet whe: you ſhall pleaſe to remember 
{hit you te iny father, and my ſelfe your onely childe and daughter, and that God and bis ho- 
ly Church hath of Lorerzo wy friend, now made him my husband, and alſo that for the terme 

of three whole yeeres, I with teares and prayers, came many times proſfirate to you on my bended 
knees to obt aine your conſent thereunto, then 1 hope you will at leaſt excuſe, if not wholly forget 
ind pardon this error of mine : Or if theſe reaſons be not powerfull enongh to intercede with 
jour diſpleaſure, T moſt bnmbly befeech-you further to confider,that herein I have neither blemi- 
ſhed nor diſgraced your reputation with any point of arr For as T came to my Hucbands 
bed a pre Virgin:ſo 1 wil live © die with hin a chaſte wiſe; and that as this clandeſtine flight 
and marringe of mine was the firſt, ſoit ſhall be the laſt af of my diſobedience towards you. 
Some ſmallportion of your wealth at onr firſt beginning, will doe my Huchand and ſelfe a great 
deale of good tn onr trade, but this Tleeve, as to your conſideration, ſo to your pleaſure 5, On= 
ly in all humility and duty (as low as the earth, and lower if T could) I deſire your bleſſing ts 
me, and implore your prayers to God for me, the which inreligion you cannot, and in nature 
Thope youwill not deny me. My Husband will ſhortly ſecond this Letter of mine to you with 
his preſence,” and will then commit that take to his tongue, which Thave now obediently ime- 
poſed anileormmanded to my pen + And my prayers and hoper, and his promiſes and vertues 
doe aſſure-me, that (inhis reſpe#s and ſervice to you) you ſhall ever finde him to be as much 
yourſevvant as your ſoune in Lav. Gbd ever proſper your age with health, and bleſſe your 
health with proſperity. | 
LEES F5SRMIA, 


Moron received this Letter in $avona, and underſtanding by the meſſenger who 
brought it; that it came from his danghter Fermia,from Genova, he was at firſt in ſuch 
a fret and'fame of choller thereat;' as hee once thought to have throwne it into the 
fire, without vouchfafing to read it : Butafter he had made three or foure turnes in 
his Parlour, and ſo fomewhat abated the violence of his paſſion and choller, he then 
procures f&-ruch time fromhis pleaſure, and ſomuch patience from himſzlfe, as he 
breaks np/the ſeales thereof; and peruſeth it the which as ſoone as he had p-rformed, 
he in prefence of the meflenger who brought ir, teares her Letterin pieces,and then, 
(all enraged with' cholter) throwes nt into the fire, when againe turning himſelferg, 
him,he bad him tell the Gigglet his daughter, That her carriage had beene [0 baſe, diſobe- 
dient, and ther atefull to him, that hee diſdainet to returne her ayy anſwer to her Letter, and 
was very ſorry that hee hea ſo radk= Sorin "om himſelfe, as to have received axd read it : 
When'without once enquirmg of Him how his daughter did, yea, without giving the 
mellerigerany rewatd, or which'is lefle, without making him drinke, he haſtily an« 
chollerickly flings from him, and wilt vo more fee or ſpeake with him, Who: rewr- 

ning toGenove, abd reporting to Ldrerzs ant his wife what cold entertainment his 
Letter wnrmar ret _ iro _ i Faves ; ney 7 wr_gy 90d Formes 
thereat publiq y; ately, and'at their firſt'relation and knowledgeof. 
reaont ori terdowat's inanfyering her Tetrer wth eonce, Kantor each on. 
other with their. countenances compoſed, partly of diſcontent, and. partly of ſorrow, 
and for her pare, ſhee cannot refraine. from teares, till at laſt, her Huſband Lorenzs 
ſteps whit, when thuch to diffipate ber griefe, astodiſſemble A gene) he gives. 
her many ſinites,and comforts her with thefe ſpeeches: That accco:ding to her pro- 
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miſe (in her Letter)to her father, he will the next weeke goe over to him, and will 
then beare himſelfe ſo reſpeQively towards him, that he hopes his preſence ſhall pur- 
chaſe hisaffeftion, which herLetter couldnot, ſo ſhe hereat remaines better ſatisfied 
than her Huſband conterued with this harſh carriage, and unkinde reſolution of their 
father towards him. 

Now ſome eight daies after, Lorewzo tides over to Sevona, (handſomely clad, and 
rather above than below his aq and putting up his horſe in an Inne, hee a little 
before ſupper time, goes to his father in Law, Morozs houſe, where enquiring of his 
ſervants for him, they tell himhe is above in his Chamber, when deſirous to ſee and 
ſpeake with him, one of them ſteps up tohim, and informes him thereof; Whereat 
Moron ſtarting up, asif he had beene ſuddenly awaked out of a dreame;he at the firſt 
mention and name of Lorexzo,but eſpecially of that of his ſonne in Law,Lorexzo, bolts 
himſelfe faſtin his chamber, and then calling up his ſervantsto him, hee flatly char- 
geth them to deny his being within to Lorenzo, and as ſoone as he is gone forth, to ſhut 
the doores againſt him, and at any hand, not to admit hininto his houſe, for that 
his pleaſure and reſolution is neither to ſee nor ſpeake with him. Lorexzo bites the lip 
at his baffle of his ſervants,firſt, to ſay their Maſter, his father in Law was within,and 
then in one breath to contradit and deny it. When for that time he holds it diſcreti- 
on.to depart, poes to his Hoſtary (or Inne) to Supper, and returnes thither againe 
ſpeedily after,bat findes the ſame anſwer. So then fearing the truth, that his father in 
Law was (infallibly) within, and yet would not be within, he returnesto his lodging, 
and in much choller, betakes himſelfe to his bed, but this diſcourteſie of his father in 
Law will not permit him any ſound reſt, but onely affords him many broken diſcon- 
tented ſlumbers. The next morning, very earely, he returnes thither againe, to ſee 
and-{ſpeake with him, but the firſt proved the laſt anſwer of his ſervants, whereat Ls- 
renzo (all nettled with choller nas anger) takes horſe, and rides away for Genova. 

Allow we him by this time returned to Gexova, where he truely and fully relates to 
his wife Ferxria, the diſcourteſie of her father towards him, from point to point, as 
we have formerly underſtood, which (poore ſweet ſoule) merge grieves her 
heart, and wp ayes: | perplexeth her minde and thoughts, but how to remedy it, ſhee 
knowes not; for as ſhe knowes,ſhe(by her diſobedient flight and marriage againſt her 
fathers conſent) hath committed a great fault towards hum, ſonow ſhee fees, that (of 
neceſlity) ſhe muſt owne and make the beſt of it : When he comforting his wife with 
encouragement, and ſhe reciprocally cRconnaging him with comfort,they referre the 
iſſue of this their fathers pleaſure or diſpleaſure unto God; but yet rather hoping 
than deſpairing, that a little time will make him more traftable and flexible to their 
deſires, ey paſſe away their time merrily and ſweetly together, he provinga courte- 
ous and loving Hufband to her, and ſhe a kinde and dutifull wife to him. Hee excee- 
ding providentto get and thrive by his trade, and ſhe as carefull in her houſe and fa- 
mily, to ſave what he gets, and thus in ſixe moneths after, they neither goe nor ſend 
to their father, thinking and hoping, thatalthough itbe unlikely, yet it isnot impoſ- 
fible but that hereafter of his ownejfree accord and good diſpoſition and mature, hee 
may ſhortly exchange his diſpleaſure into courteſie, and his malice into affe&tion to- 
wardsthem : but as yet, they ſtill finde the contrary,for in all this time,he never ſends 
to them, nor ſomuch as once hearkens after them. 

At the end of fixe moneths.Lorenzo prayes bis wife Fermia to ride over to Severe to: 
ſee what alteration this long time hath wrought in her fathers affeQtion,and ſorecom- 
mends her portion from him, to her care and remembrance, but reſolves not to write 
to kim becauſe of his unkindnefle to himat his laſt being at S«uona. ' Fermia (more in 
obedience to her Huſband, than out of her owne willingneſle or deſire) accepts of this 
Journey, bur ſtill ſhe feares that ſhe ſhall finde her father to be one and go_ man 


in hi« diſcontent and diſpleaſure againſt them. Bur yet in regard ſhe is his owne fleſh: 
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let Brat this: bt the 
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in life and death he would hve and die more hers than his owne: Hee hath forgotten 
how for his ſake, and for the fervent loveſhe bore him, that ſhe forſooke divers rich 
young men of Savers, who were every way his Superiours in Birth, Wealth and Pro- 
teſhon;. Orelſe if hee did rememberie, he would-not thus ſleight her by day, or lie . 
from-her'by night in lewd and laſcivious company, ſpending both his time, his 
meanegand him(ſelfe, upon Panders; Bawds and Strumpetsz from which ungodly 
life and-{irifull ccnverſation, neither her prayers, intreaties, requeſts, perſwations, 
ſighes or teares can poſſibly reclaime him z bur hee lets all thingsrunne at randome 
and confuſion withont order, care, or. confideration, ſo'that within the compaſle 
of one yeere and a halfe, his tradeis negleRted, his credit crackt, his reputation 
loſt;/ higeſtate ſpent, and nothing left, either to maintaine himſelfe, or relieve her, 
butgrefe, ſorrow, difpajre and mſery.. She ſetsall his beſt friends, and moſt vertu- 
ous acquaintance tb\converthim from'this hisabominable life, yea, ſhe holds it more 
ſhame than ſinne, to acquaint his Confefior therewith, who raking a fit time, deales 
reupdly with himfor his reformation; and failes not to paint out his finnes and vices, 
as a)ſo. their deſerved puniſhments in their fouleſt and moſt hideouscolours : Bur 
ſill ber Huſband Lorenzo is fo Rironglylinked to the Divel, and ſo firmely wedded 
to his beaftly vices and cnormities, that all the world catinot divertor diffwade him 
fromthem 3 and ſtill hee is: fa farre from abandoning and forſaking them; as hee 
addes' new to-hisold : For the Divell hath now taught him to deligt tincurſmg and 
{wearing 3 forin his ſpeeches and ations, hee uſeth many fearefull oathes nd de- 
ſperite execrations: He begins to revile her.and to give her foule lengtogeactinigg 


- 


her Beggar, and her father: Villaine, and that he is bound to curſe them borh, | 
(Gith be) they have beggered him; when God and his finfull ſoule and conſcience 
wellknowes,that there 1s nothing more untrue or falſe : For if his piety toward God, 
or his care 6 idence of himſelfe and his family had equaliitedbers he had then 
wade:himſelte as happy as now he is miſerable, apd ſhe as joyful), asnow we ſee her 
diſconſolate and forrowfull;and then no doubt, but time and God would have drawne 
her father Moron to have beſtowed ſome portion on him with his wife, whereas riow 
the knowl-dge of his impious life, and laſcivious prodigalities doth' juſtly occaſion - 
bim tothe contrary. Againe,here befalls another accident which brings our ſorrow- 
full if&ravia new gniefe, vexation and teares,for ſhe fees het ſelfe great, yea,quick with 
childe by her Huſband Lorenzo, fo as that which thee once hoped would have beene- 
thea joy, now provesthecauſe ofher affliction and ſorrow ;for his vi- 
ces hath'ſcarceleft her wherewith to maigtaine her ſelfe; ard therefore it grieves her 
tothinke and confider, how hereafter ſhe ſhall beable to maintaine herchilde, when' 
God in his appointed time fhall ſend it her; for he hath ſo confirmed hip eſtate, and' 
ſpent, ſold and d/ alltheir beſt houſhold ſhiffe and apparel}, that almoſt they 
havenothing left to give themſelvesmaintenance, hardly bread : But yer (fill how 
wraps onrmgpaer 7 hs oh bone i eee ahh 

Godiduly andruly, : Win prayer; ill beſeething the 
Lord toiziveheb tience, arid to forgive her huſkapd all kiyfouie fins towards him, 
and er ingraidetoward be &: When the mitt ofthis her'poverty and 
miſcry,once {be thoughtto have left her hulbandi# Gexove; and to have caſt her ſelfe 
at her fathers feet in HR ITE phone, propive —_— :- But 
then againe conſidering his flinty hearrand cruelty dher,atd thathe would ra- 
he mu Oath give tle Y kg Fank4e, 
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live wihbiazcoſee what the Lordispleaſed to impoſe on her, and ( for his ſins and hers) 

vehac aflitions.and miſferies he hath ordayned and decreed for them : And yer being de. 

ſirousto\drawhope and comfortany way, becauſe ſhee findes griefe and diſpaire from all 

pm reſolyes to acquaint her father with her calamiries, asalſo (earneſtly and ham- 
ly to 


y)roprayihimtorelieve them, the which ſh:dothin this het ſorrowfull letter co him, 
which ſhe ſends him ſafely to Savose. | X 


11 bo 03 ml; 107.20 FERMIA to MoRON, 


TC313 


Maw\fnde to wy griefe, aud know to my ſhame and Repentance, that my diſobedience in marrying 
\Lorenzo agdlef? your confent and without your bleſsiny 3: the reaſon why God heth thus puniſhed 
withebed buabandia him, whoſe ferent affeition to me ir ſo ſoone forgotten and frozen, end 
whoſe Vertves in hirſelfe ore ſo ſuddenly aud fiufully exchanged into vices that his prodigalities hath 
ſpent and conſumed all bireft ate, and left nat wherewith either to give himſelfe or mee maintenance : 
Is which regard wo wy sffiittions n+ fo po —_ mo ſoinfinite,that > rather deſerve 
your pitty thewgonr diſpleaſure Therefore if not for my am your living Davghter, yet for 
an tryna rw izyour dead wife, eit hey give evy Huchand meancs to vr bis old 
trad and forſake bly new vIict tw Genoua,orelfe take we home to livewith youageine in Savona:eh» 
5308 will #otn Neture refpe(2 we 44 your Daughter, yet in compaſrion entertaive me a1 your Hand- 
weidiend T mo? bhewbly aud religionſly beſeech you to thinks and conſider with your ſelfe to what great 
wants and arrefritic I aw now reduced, ſirh Iwrite you this my letter rather with teares then inhe - 
port cen arts thee conſolation, a1 wine is eternally devoted to your ſervice, and 


. 


FERMIA. 


Her father 4foros afrerxlong conſultation and reluftation with himſelfe, whether he 
fliould reade ot reject this letter of his danghcer;He ar laſt(having formerly anderſtood of 
berhasbandprodigality,; and her poverty and-miſery ) breakes up the ſcales thereof 
arid peruſerth ir, and ſurely if there had beene any:fparke of humanity or reaſon;- 02 of 
goodnature or pitry in hith ar all, his former knowledge of her miſeties, and now this 
preſent afſarance and confirmation thereof, ſhoald have perſwaded him ro grant her, if 
notthe firſt, yerthe ſecond of her requeſts, which was coreceive her, and' give her 
maintenance: but hee-'is ſtil}: fo hard-hearted ro her as hee will: neither [relieve 
her wants, nor pitry her aflictiong:.bur -( more oatof hatred: theri afftftion toher ) 
thinkes he hath Carencanh in ſending her nor his loye, bar chis his ſharpe letter in an- 
{wer of hers” | | 

_— F F 


| 7! Moron to FEermia: 
F251 1911E | | 


JF thy Hurbaed prove $01 to thy liking, ' thos haſt juſt reaſon 10 thanke ihy feife, ' 8nd to rouderane 
| thincowne tewerity and diſobedience in ruby dry aod if bir affe&ion be ſs ſoone forgatten or 

" frozem to thee.Jt is 8 inft puniſhment of God , becauſe thine was ſo firſt to we, whereof as that is the 
fe doaltiee thir ir the prime, awe} orliinall cauſe thereof, ant as bia vices and prodigatity hatb 
ſpent Pxje, (0 I have ot (b Hithe'? , (thowghthos ſo ſmall uadetſtandiug ) to thinke 
that mine ſhell redeerue it which ( upon the whole) were then to iuttate and ſecond bim in bis folly,an2 
c he v9 ſelfe guilty in conſuring it. 4vd becanſe thou fleddeſt with him without my 
knowledge from $xv00a to Genova, end didft there marry him without my conſent, therefore it is 
wither thy Griefs nor Miſery, or th hamr aud repentance, whichſhull induce me xither to reſpeT@ or 
Pity thee a inyilnighter orwhich is lefſe Fo relieve ad enterteinesve as my hand maid: you both ars 


\idorke aud Libowy for your doing, ar thy awot ber awd ty ſclfe G88 for ours and therefore 
kwow VBarVL p00 deer oe3 00 compoſes from ey #22, and if 19 wil not ſatirfic the theo the bel 
ah <A Li Fa 


224. Gods Revenge againfi M. urther. BookeI V. 


a1v1je and con» ſell which Icon ornill give thee is, that thou comtinnath dire@ thy prayers 10God, for 
11 3 reliefe and conſolation : And herein thou wilt then ſerve thy ſelfe, pleaſe me, «nd glorific bies : 494 
4s thou regardeft my Commanas, or deſireft my bleſring, let me wether ſee thee,or hereafter heare any 
mcre of thy vaine and foohſh Letters. 


MOKAoxn, 


The receir of this her fathers nokinde and cruell Letter to her, doth at one cime kill 
both he r hopes with deſpaire,and her hearr with griefezor ifthat doe not,then the mad ey- 
ranny,and new cruelty of her deboſhed husband doth:for now contrary tonature,beyond 
reaſon and oppoſite to Grace, he many times bearsher;ſhe is all in teares herear, nſech all 
poſſible meanes to reclaime him from his new vices to hisold vertues: Shee conti 
perſwades him fairely with -<xhorrarions, ſweetly with fighes, anddeerely with teares, 
yea poore ſweet young woman, ſhee many times caſts herſelfe at his feer, and with her 
armes ct off:.d, her hands elevared rowards heaven, her haire diſhevelled and dandling a- 
bout her cheekes, and herpearled teares bedewing the lillies of her mournefulland di. 
conſolate conntenance, begs him toforſake his vices tohimſelfe, and his undeſeryed un- 
kindoefſ: and cruelcy cowards her ; But all this is in vaine, for he proves deafe to her re- 
queſts and prayers, and blinde to her fighes and reares. He hath no longer mony to buy 
corne;andis ſo farre from ſelling any bread to others, as he hath ſcarce enough to give to 
himſcife and to his great bellied wife, and as for his ſervancs ke is inforced copur themall 
away : His vanity to himſelfe and cruelty to his wifeis too too lemenrably notorious and 
remarkeable,for when he wants mony, he beates her, ifſhee will nor tly ſapply his 
wants, and furniſh his expences. Now in the middeſt of all theſe her griefes and miſe- 
ries, .God ſends her a faire young ſonne, of whom the father is not worthy, no nor of his 
vertuous wife who bore it: For had not the care,afteQion, and charity of her neighbours 
beene farre greater than chat of her husband to her, both the mother had miſcarryed, and 
the childe periſhed in the ſharpe throweygand agony of her delivery; and the name of this 
her little ſon, whom ſhe cauſeth to be chriſtened in a very poore manner and L 
is Thowoſo:F or ſhe is ſo poore as ſhe hath nothing but raggs to wrappe and cover him with. 
and therefore with much griefe and ſhame, ſhe poore linnen cloues of her neigh- 
boars tokeepe him cleane and ſweer: VWhen it is waking, ſhee lookes and kifſeth ir often 
withioy, bur when ir ſleepes or ſackes, then ſhe grieves thatir is ſo unfortuoare both in a 
wicked father, and rot Pe diſconſolate mother, who hath more meanes tolament and 


pirty,chen milke to nouriſh ir:Shee often ſhewes her husband his childe,and im- 
porcunately him henceforth to have a moreprovidene care of himſclfe for his 
childes fake,and of his childe for his owne ſake : Bur he as a lewd Husband and too dege- 


nerate a father doth neither love nor care for either,but hates both of chem, yea his vices 
and cruelty makes her ſorrow ſo infinite, that ſhee reputes herſelfe a burthen co herſelfe, 
and a thouſand rimes wiſherth ſhe were in heaven ; Andove time among the reſt after her 
husband wichour.canſe, had given her many bicter words and ſome ſharp and cruell blowes 
her childe being iv itscradle, . he gone forth from berin choller, ſhee fals downe on her 
kneesro prayer,the which ſo foone as ſhe had ended, and her childe awaking and crying, 
ſhe cakes ir upin her armes,and IPREn Pane her bed fide, 
ſhee( weeping asfaſt asher poore infant babe ſucked) having bolted her xr doore, 
was over-heardbyone of herneighbours(ewixe whom and her ſelfe there was bur a wain- 
RE bc} ro pronounce theſe ( or che like ) ſorrowfull ſpeeches to her 

O poore Fermis, it had been an ipfinice happineſſe for thee if thou haddeft neverſeene 
thy hasband Loreazo,or periſbedand ſancke in che Sea when thou fleddeſt with him from 
..For ſurely thow haſt great cauſe tothipke, 
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ſent thee from God,for diſobeying thy father, in marrying without his conſent and bleſ< 
ſing; with whom when thou livedit ſimgle,thou hadlt ſo mich feligityand joy,asthou 
kneweſt not what belonged to ſorrow and giifery,and now living a wife tothis thyHus- 
band,thou art enforced to taſte ſo much griefe and miſery, as thou knoweſt no more 
what belongs to joy & felicity. Then thou diddeſt ſurfer with the:choyce'of the coſtlis 
eſt meats and viands,and now thou art ready to ſtarve meetelyfor want 6f bread: Then 
thy apparrell was rich, but now rent and torne : Then thy beauty made thee ſought in 


marriage by divers, and now thy grietesand ſorrowes having defaced and withered it, 


thou art contemned and hated of him who married thee: For-can thy griefes bee mat- 
ched,or thy affliftions and forrowes paralleld, when thou haſt a Husband who neither 
feares nor ſerves God, who will neither goe to Church or pray himſelfe; or permit of 
ſuffer thee to doe it;and who is-ſo farre from loving thee, as hee loves nothing better 
than to hate, revile, and beat thee: For (aye mee) hee drownes himſelfe and his wits in 
wine,and keepes whores to thy noſe, ſpends all his eſtate upon them, and upon Bawds, 
Panders and Drunkards(the off-ſcumme and Caterpillers of the world)with whom he 
conſumes his time and himſelte, making night day, and day night in theſe his beaſtly 
revels, and obſcene voluptuouſneſle, and upon whom he hath ſpent ſo much, as he now 
hath nothing left either toſpend or maintaine himſelfe and thee 3 yea, thy miſeries are 
ſogreat, and thy atflictions and ſorrowes ſo ogg and infinite, that thou haſt no parent 
leftto ſuccour or relieve thee, and which is lefle,no friend who will affiſt or comfort 
thee. Poore young woman,and diſconſolate ſorrowtfull wife thatthou art,it were a bleſ» 
{ed happineſle, and a happy bleſſing forthee that thou wert unborne or unmarried. A« 
Jas,alas,thy mother dyed too ſoone for thee, when thou wert young, and therefore ſhee 
cannot,and thy father lives,Cand is exceeding rich)yet hates thee ſo much as he will not 
aſſt and releeve thee. And as all thy kinsfolkes refuſe to lend or ſend thee any comfort 
intheſe thy wants and calamities 3 ſo thoſe who profeſled themſelves thy friends in thy 
proſperity, will not now either ſee thee in thy pouerty, or know thee tn thy 
miſery. When againe and againe looking on her pretty babe, and giving it many tender 
kiſles,then(her teares interrupting her wordes,and her ſighs againe cutting her teares in 
peeces)(he continueth her ſpeech thus: And thou my ſweetbabe,what ſhall l ſay tothee, 


fith almoſt I can doe nothing for thee, for I haveno food to gow my felfe, how then can 


I give milke to thee ? and yet love thee ſo dearely and tenderly;that although thy uns 
kinde and cruel father hate me ſo deadly,yet I will ſtarve beforethou ſhalt want, yea, 
I will cheerefully worke, and ( if occaſion ſerve) begge my ſelfe to death to get ſuſte- 
nance and neceſlaries for the preſervation of thy lite. For live thou my ſweet 
babe as happy as thy poore mother is miſerable and unfortunate - And if Tie 
before thee, ( asI hope {ball not live long ) ſay thou hadſt a mother who loved thee a 
thouſand times dearer than her owne life, and who was rich in care and affeQon, 
though poore ineſtate and meanes to maintaine thee. And if Tleave thee nothing be- 
hind me,(becaule Thave now nothing left me either togive or leave thee)yet I wil give 
thee my bleſling, and leave thee heireto theſe my moſt religious prayers, That God in 
his divineſt favour and mercy will not powre down his wrath and puniſhments on thee, 
but thou maye(tlive to be as happy inthy vertues,asI feare thy father will be miſerable 
in his vices 3 and as true a ſervant and inſtrument of Gods glory, as ( with griefe and 
teares)] ſee he 1s of his owne diſgrace and diſhonour. 

Neither is our vertuous Feria deceived in the cloſe of this her paſſionate and 
preſaging ſpeech towards her husband,for he continues his odious and ungodly courſe 
of life both towards God and her,and now(as well in his freſh as his drunken humours) 
makes it his praQtice torevile,and his delight &glory to beat her;who notwithſtanding 
yet thinking and hoping to work ſome good in him, through his ſight of this poore in- 
fant his ſon;She often ſhewes it to him, & with ſighes and teares prayes him to leave off 
this his ſinfull life cowards God,8 theſe his cruell courſes and ations towards herſelfe. 
But he 1s ſtill the ſame man, yea, heis ſo wonchodly debauched and vitious, ag hee will 

| L 2 


Rot 


—— 


—— ———O— > - < _ ..,-- 


3 z6 5 Gods Revenge againſt Murtber. Booke IVY. 


notendure tothinke of making himſelf better,and to ſay the truth,]I beleeve and think 
thatthe Devilt cannot poflibly make him worfe; the which his poore ſarrowfull Wife 

receiving, asalſo that her childe being riow by this time almoſt two yeares old, ſhce 
Path not wherewithall in the world to maintaine it meat or cloathes, ſheeisenforced 
to make a vertue of neceſlity, and ſo workes exceeding hard with her needle, thereby 
togive life to her ſelfe, and her pretty young ſonne; and yet ſay ſhe what ſhe will with 
Gakes, and doe ſhe what ſhee can with teares, her Huſband ſtill forcibly takes away the 
two parts of the poore profit, and ſmall revenewe of herlabours, both from her ſelfe, 
and her little ſonne Thoxzaſo, not caring it they ſtarve or die, fo hee have to maintaine 
his vitiousexpences among his lewd Conſorts and Companions 3 yea, her miſeries and 
wants are now ſo great, and her afte&ion to her childe ſo deare and tender, that when 
ſhee hath nomeanes to ſether ſelfe to worke, nor can procure any from others, then 
(though to her matchleſle griefe and ſhame) ſhee deſcends ſo farre from her ſelfe, as 

amefully and ſecretly in remote ſtreets and Churches, ſhee begges the almes and cha- 
rity of ſome well diſpoſed p_— for their ſubſiſtence and maintenance : But at length, 
when ſhe ſees that her Huſband is informed and acquainted therewith, and that hee is 
ſo inhumane in himſelfe, and ſo cruell hearted to her and her ſonne, that hee likewiſe 
takes theſe ſmall monies away from her, (which in effect js to take bread out of their 
mouths, and life out of their bodies) then not knowing what (inthe world) to doe, or 
which way to winde or turne her ſelfe any longer, to maintaine her ſonne, which (by 
many degrees) ſhe loves better than her ſclfe, ſhe reſolves to write toher father totake 
him home ta him at Savors, and maintaine him, which ſhee doth by this her enſuing 
Letter, which carried him this humble language and petition. 


FERMIA to MORON, 


T# increaſe of my Husbands vices are thoſe of my wants and miſeries, which are now 


, ® growne/s extreame and infinite, that I have not cloathes nor food left to maintaine my ſelfe, 
or my poore little ſonne Thomaſo, nor ſcarce to give life tous: And conſidering that I um 
your daughter, ( yea your only childe) me thinks both in Nature and Chriſtianity.that my Father 


ſhould not ſee me driven to theſeſharpe and bitter extremities, without rekeving me, eſpecially, 


becauſe as beretofore, ſo now my ſighes begge it of you with humility ſor charities ſake, and my 


tearer with ſorrow for Gods ſake. Or if yet your heart will not diſſolve into pity, or rclent into 


compaſſion toward; meat leaſt let it towards my poore and pretty yeung childe, whom now with 
prayers andteare s Tbeſeech you to take from me and maintaine, though not as a great part of me, 
get as alittle piece of. your ſelſe, and whim God (in his ſacred power and ſecret providence) may 
(for his honour and glory) reſerve to be as mmuth happineſſe to you,as I your ſorrowfull Daughter, 

and his poore Mother ſee ay ſelfe born to affliTion and miſery:Ged will requite this your charity - 


$0 him, and thereby T ſhall the ſooncr forget your unnaturall unkindneſſe and cruelty towards my 


ſelfe. And ſo may you live in as much profperity,as T ſeare 7 ſhall ſhortly die in extreame indigence 
FERMIA. 


Her Father Moron receiveth and peruſeth this third Letter of his Daughter Feria, 
whereat being yet nothing moved in charity, or touched in compaſſion towards her, 


but only towards her young ſonne (and his grand childe) Thoxfo, he returnes her this 
ſhort anſwer. | | 


—_ ' MoRon to FER MIA | 
See thou art both wilfull and obſtinate in diſobeying my commands with thy Letters, wherein 
I beleeve thou takeſt more glory, than either 1 conceive griefe at the relation of thy wants, or 
ſorrow at the repetition ofthy miſeries, the which I am ſo far v6 releeving , ' as T onehy pity it 
that I am thy father,but not as thou art my Daughter. And yet bec 4 


: af thy young ſon Thomaſlo 
4 innocent as thou art guilty of my diſpleaſure and indignation, therſore give him to this bearer 
whom Thave purpoſely ſent to receive him of thee, and 1 will ſee whether it be the pleaſure of - 
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that 1 foall be as happy ins him as I am anfortunate bn thy ſelfe, "antt if in his ſacrett providence he 
hath ordained and decreed that he prove at greatatomfort to thy age, 4s thuu art orofſe and ra- 
lamity to mine, which-if it prove jo, then give G od the only praiſe and glory, which is the beſt uſe 
-and requitallwhich thou canſt make; or Tlefire, v\. © 0 007%”; 'Trq vs 
| MoroN, i: 


Our poore and deſolate Fermia having received and over-read hef Fathers Letter, 
although ſhe be wonderfull ſorrowfull at the perſeverance of his ernelty rowards her 
ſelfe, yet ſhe is infinitely glad and joytull at his compaſlion'and kindhefle towards her 
young ſon, whom apparelling the very beſtthat poſſibly ſhe could, (which God knowes 
15 ragged, meane, and poore) ſhe (with a thouſand (ighes; teares, prayers, bleſlings,and 
kiſſes) gives him to her fathers meſlenger, to whoſe affection and education, as alfo 
to Gods gracious prot=Ction and preſervation; ſhe religiouſly recommends him 3 when 
(to her exceeding griefe and ſenſible affliction) ſees it out of her poſſible power ohce 
to per[wade her Hu<band Lorexzo either to kyle or to ſee him at his departure, as ifit 
wereno part of his affeCtion to bleſle it, or of his duty to-pray toGod to bleſle it, mich 
le{le to kille it at parting. A moſt unkinde and unnaturall'part of a father to his ſweet 
and pretty young ſonne. Which ſtrange and dr{courteous ingratitudeoFhis, itisndr 
impoſſible tor us to ſee God as {trangely bothitorequite and revenge.” | 

Sortowfull Fermia: having thus! ſemt away her little ſonne Thomaſo'to her Fathet 
Moron at Savona, {he the very lame night dreames in her poore bed and houſe in'Genos+ 
va, that ſhe ſhall never be ſo happy toſee him againez when being awaked , -anfl fe< 
membring-this her ſorrowtull dreame, ſhe for-meereyriete bitterly-weepes thereat, 
and although ſhe would, yet ſhe cannot poſlibly-forget or ſuppreſſe the remembatice 
thereof, or once put it out of her minde; ſothatthinking her ſelfe fortifiidte in plating 
this her little ſonne with her Father, and his Grandfather ſhe is now very penlivearid 
ſorrowfall for his abſence, becauſe ſhe can no longer (cehim, play with him, and'kilſe 
him.,and is infinitely diſconfolate and mournfulbwhen ſhe thimiks of he? dreame of Hit. 
Iothe meane time herlewd Husbarid-growes from bad to worle, 'fo thither cohabita- 
ticn iggþut a bondage with him, ind ' her marriageand wedlock brifan Indentare of 
flavery, and a'\contractof miſery under him-'.Suct/is herincomparablepriefe, ſuch hex 
unparaeld afflictionsandealamiries. 1 9%) q on ULE 211 DIERI) Mt .ONRNS 

Fiveyeares our diſconſolate Fe#mia lives'th"this rich miery; and wmifetable poverty 
with her Huſband, and yet all thewhole world-cannot perfr/zde herFither Moropto 
take herhcme to him and maintairhet{She hathrio conſolation feft Her Bireprayerbipot 
remedy but enforced patience;ſothe armes her fetfe with the Itſt,and\adrneth her fare | 
with the firſt. She was contented to beg for the maintenance of her Titti&fon Thoznaſs, 
butnow being eaſed of that burthenyſhe will give it over, ſo ſhe workesRitrd/to get BEr 
hardandpoor living, which yet ſhee cannot pet; fofaſt asher Huſband fperdsirptod?” 
gally and la(civiouſly.Her care and'vertues pake her the'pNy;a5his legdre{fh on viget! 
make himthe ſcorneand contempt of ther neighboors.So while, ſhefſitixt hottie doſe 
at herneedle in poore apparell, hee idlely wanders abroat] antill he Have brought 
his apparellto rags,and himſelfe'almoſt to liliedriedſe And here it is tHathier wretched 
Huſband Lorenzo now: firſt-begins to hearken'to the Devill, yea, to proveay 

| ID 1 
br 
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Devil 
hitnſelfe towards this hisdeare and vertuous Wife ;; forheeentets confultation' 
with him(clf-, that if hewere bncerit of his Wife rermiit, HE | ſome Mt 
with a ghd portion temaintainehim:and ſoagmihe [et W/His Ry | 
now hag:forſaken him,becauſe heb had vitidu bes ne os "Whey MR" 
taithtbeingas weake with God; as bisinfarnoubiife and vieerwtre odio $to the wort? 
eo aijemesablondyanddamnable reſoldriontertnirthGher! que hovpen Ede” 
Vlis-ftihafhisclboweo provokeBtegpo bi Gwnded,eutcontimublly evthe colts 
$413 Ll 3 | tw 


4z$ Gods Revenge againſt Martber. Booke IV. 
to this his malice and indignation againſt her-:. Sq'neither his minde or heart, his con- 
ſcience or ſoule can divert him fron this fearefull enterprize, \and lamentable & bloody 
buſineſſe : The which to performe and perpetrate, hee on a-great hohday (which was 
the purification of the bleſſed Virgin Marg) takes her with him into a Vineyard ſome 
halfe a mile from the City of Genova under colour to recreate themſclves, and totake 
the airg, which God knowes, ſhee poore ſoule, takes for a great, becauſe an unaccuſto= 
med favour and courteſie at his hands, where ſhee moſt lovingly and willingly goes 
| with him, and there feigning himſelfe faſt aſleepe, and ſhe (innocent harmleile you 
| woman) then and there Em and every Way being as devoyd of fteare, 'as hee 
| was of grace, he with a barbarous and diabolicall cruelty, ({eeing the coaſt cleare) ſoft= = 

ly riſeth-up and cuts her throat, without giving her the power,time or happineſle to ut» 
ter one word before her death : Whereleaving her weltering and goring her blood, 
hee ſpeedily and politiquely enters Gengve by a contrary gate, thereby to avoid all ſu's 
pition of this his bloody and damnable faQ. | 
The very ſame night this her breathleſle murthered body is found out by fome of 
Genova, who accidentally walked that way z and they cauling it to be brought to the 
City, it is knowne by ſome of Lorenzo's nexghbours, to be his wife Ferxia, whereat to 
adde the better cloke to his knavery, and ſhadow to his villany, he ſeemes to be won- ' 
derfully fad,and paſlionately forrowfull-for the ſame, and ſo requeſteth the Criminall 
Officers, both in and about the City, to make curious reſearch and enquiry forthe mur- 
therers of his wife, which they doe 3 but this hypocriticall 'fadnetie and falſe ſor- 
row. of his, though (to.the eye of the world) it preyaile for. a time, yet: (to that 
of . Gods Mercy. and Juſtice) in the end, ut ſhall little availe kim 3 fo hee gives 
ker a, poore and obſcure burial), every way unworthy the ſweetnefle of her beau» 
ties, and the excellency of her vertues- Her father Morox hath fpeedy norice of this de» 
lerable death of his daughter, whoconſidering how ſhe had caftaway her {elfe upon 
foba a Huſband as Lorenzo, though outwardly. hee ſeeme 'tobewaile and lament it; 
yet inwardly he much cares not forit ; -and for her little ſonne Thomſo, his few yeeres 
diſpenceth with his capacity from underſtanding, . much lefle from lamenting and 
| mourning for-this diſaſterous end of his mother. + f | 

A moneth, after the cruell-murther and. buxiall of this vertuous, yet unfortunate 

ung woman Fermia, her bloody and execrable Huſband Lorerzo, (is yet ſo dgpoid of 
OR as hee goesto Sgvoneto requeſt his father in Law Moroxy togive him ſome main» 
tenance, in regard he had no portion from him with his wife his daughter, as alfo to ſee 
his ſonne Thowgſo. 'But Moron by his ſervants, ſends. him a perewptory:refafall to both 
theſe his reque and ſo will neither ſee him, nor ſuftet:him to ſee-his ſonne} but abſo- 
lutely. for evex; forbids him hishouſe :.: WhereatZpromze all incballer leaves 84vons, 
and returnestoGenove, where ſelling away his -wifts01d clothes!toprovidehimnew, 
hee ſeekes many.maidens and widowes inmarriage; butthe fame of his bad life, and in- 
amo: CATAg20r deportment with his late wife;: is ſo freſhi and'igreat, that they alt 

iGdaine him; ſothatutterly deſpairing ever toraie himſelfe and his forrunes'by mar- 
be. Ce wycs Genoua,inrlls himſelfe a/Bardettz; and for many:yeeres tos 
rac a . Re) | 


flion,;;to the which:wee willleave him, and ſpeake 

0» If 910 | | 

.childe, Themigfe> very vertuouſly and induftri- 

*eene yeereg bids him chule and imbrace any trade he beſt 

12 7 eogngin Shang: gravings 'and-inagery/be 
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the, world for rich and curious Goldſmiths,,) He finding a french ſbip of Marſeiles 
which by contrary winds ſtopt inthe Road of Savors bound up for Civita Pechia, very 
ecretly packes.up histrunke and. trinkets, and fo goes along in that ſhip: Now as 
ſoone as his Grandfather Moron underſtands hereof, he very much grieves at this his 
raſh and ſudden departure : $9 Thomaſo arrives at Civita Yechia, goes up to Haſtia by 
ſea, and thence onthe River Tiber to Kozwe, where he becomes a fingular ingenious 
Gold-ſmith, and thrives ſo well, (asafter a fey yeeres) he there keepes ſhop 4 him- 
ſelfe, and conſtantly builds up his reſidence, | 

In all this long tract and progreſhon of. time, which (my true information tells me) 
is atleaſt 24. yeeres3 his father Lorexzso continues a thieviſh Bandetti in the State of Ge- 
novaand Lyca, where hee commits ſo many lewd robberies, and ſtrange rapines, de- 
prxdations and thefts, as that countrey at laſt becomes too hot for him, and he too ob- 
noxious for it; ſo he leayes it, and travelleth into Thoſcary, ' and to the faire and famous 
City of Florence, which is the Metropolis thereof, where with the monies he had got- 
ten by the revenewes of his robberies, hee againe ſets up his old trade of a Baker; in 
which profeſhon hee knew himlſelte expert and excellent, and here he ſetleth him- 
ſelfe to live and dwell, takes a faire commodious houle, and lookes out hard for 
ſome rich old maiden, or young widow to make his new wife; But God will pre- 
vent his thoughts, and fruſtrate his deſigner and deſires herein ; Fer, 1s yet his bloody 
thoughts have not made their peace with his ſoule, nor his ſfoule with: his All-ſeeing 
and righteous God for the cruell murthering of his old wife, Fermia, which 2s an impe- 
tuous ſtorme and fierce tempeſt, will ſuddenly befall him, when he leaſt dreames or 
thinks hereof, yea, by a manner ſo ſtrange, and an accident {6 miraculous, that former 
ages have ſeldome, if ever paralleld, or given usa precedent hereof; and whereinthe 
Power and Providence, the Mercy and Juſtice of God reſplends with infinite luſire 
and admiration5 iand therefore in my poore judgement and opinicn, I deeme it 
moſt worthy of our. obſervation, as wee are men, and of- our remembrance as wee 
are Chriſtians. 

Charles, now Cardinall of Medicis, going up to Rome to receive his. hat of this pre- 
{ent Pope, Yrban V II. and Coſmos the great Nake of Florence his brather (in ho- 
nour to himand their jllyſtrious Blood and Family, whereof they are now chiefe) .re- 
ſolving to make his entry and aboad in that City of Aowe to be ſtately and magni- 
ficentz Hee cauſeth his Houſe and Traine mall points tobe. compoſed of double Of- 
ficers and Servants, to. whom hee gives rich 2nd coſtly. liveries, and among others, 
our Lorerzo is found ont, elected and pricked downe to be one of his Bakers for hjs 
owne trencher inthat Journey,' where. AKoee hee flaynts it out molt gallantly. and 
bravely in rich apparel, - and. is {till moſt deboſhed ana prodigall in bisexpenſes be- 
fore any other of the-Cardinalls meniall Servants,: without cyer any more thinking or 
dreaming of the ar yacht; hats þ wite Fermig, but: rather abſolutely believes, that 
as hee, {oGod;had wholly buried the remembrance of that bloody fact of his in perpe- 
tuall lenee and oblivion, but the Diyel will. deceive his hopes: For now that lameny 
table murther of bis exjes aloud to. fleaven. and ro God. for vengeance ;,, wherein wee 
ſhall beholdand ſee; that-it,is the.\Pxovidence, and Pleature of God, many times to 
puniſh one finne in and by another, | yea, and {pmetimes one linne for another, as re- 
ſervingitinthe ſecret. Willand ig{@rutable. Providence, to! puniſh Capirall. offenders, 
wheteokmnaartherers are infelliby che greate(t,both when, where,and how he pleaſethz 
for earthly and.ſinfull eyes, have neither the power..to pry into his heavenly decrees, 
nor our ainde and capacity 40;dive into bis diyane actionsand reſolution, becauſe ma» 
ny times hee aaceleratatb-ordelayethibeir ——— asthey ſhall ſtand moſt fit and 
quiſnefor His Juſtice; 6nd theirorimes/'! 1s oh on 1 | ; 

.0 Whevithefetore the Nanders and: Serumpers, 4nd the new, pride and bravery of 
bur Lorevtohad exten vital) his money and-creditin Rexre, and that (to his griefe) be 
=__ ſaw! that by :no poſſible meanes-hee could- procure or borrow ahy 99s thers 
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being infinitely unwilling to Tet his vice and prodigahty ftrike (aile, and'ſo ache vyainly 
and fooliſhly thinks to diſgrace his Lord Cardinals ſervice inſtead of honouritig it : He 
once was minded, and reſolved to ſteale ſome gold out of the Argentiers orPay-ma+ 
ters Trunck : But then conſulting with his judgement and diſcretion, -and finding 
that attempt tobe full of danger, ingratitude, and infamy : He buries that reſolution 
as {cone as 1t was borne, and then gives cenception and life to mother, which wasto 
teale ſume pieces of Plate out of a young Goldſmiths ſhop there in Rome with whom 
he was familiarly acquainted, and whoſe ſhopand company, he (with divers others of 
his fellowes) very often haunted and frequented 'fince his comming to Rowe : The 
which, watchingand taking his time he doth, and'from himtakes away two faire rich 
guilt Chalices, and a curious ſmall gold crucifix ſet with a few'Saphires and Emeralds, 
all mounting to the valew of foure hundred and fifty Dukatons. This young Gold- 
ſmith (whoſe name we ſhall anon know) isamazed' atthis great loſſe, when'bemg gui- 
dec and directecl by the immediate finger of God, he knowes'not whom tofuſpett or 
accuſe for this robbery but Lorenzo the Cardinall ot Florence his Baker : whom he ſaw, 
and obſerved did very often and too familiarly frequent his ſhop, and farre the more 
doth he tortitie and increaſe this his ſuſpition'of him, becauſe then making a curious in- 
quiry and reſearch of his former life and aCtion?, he found both the one and the other 
in all points 16 vitious and deboſhed, as we have formerly underſtood , only the mur- 
ther of his wife Fermia excepted, which as yet none but God and himſelfe knew : 
Wheupon well knowing that he lay not in his Lord Cardinals Palace , which as all 
others are priviledged as {anCtuaries, but in a Taylors houſe neere adjoyning : he with 
an Officer {carched his Chamber and Trunck wherein he found one of his Chalices, 
butnot the other, or the gold] Crucifix , which Toreyzoimmediately had fold both to 
pay hisdebts, and to put fome double Piſtols in his pockets for his vaine and prodigall 
expences; when hunting after this his thiefe Lorenzo he preſently findes him, commits 
Him to priſon. andaecuſerh him to the Captaine and Judges of Kore: Whoupon knows 
ledge an (1ght of one of the Chalices found in Lorexzoes Trunk, and alſo upon hiscon- 
fc ſlion of having ſold away the other; and likewiſe the Cructhixof gold;they condemne 
him tobe hanged the very ncxt day for the ſame, '7o*enzo (bitterly weeping & fuming 
atth.is Fis difafter) doth moſt humbly ſue md petition the Lord Cardinalthis Maſter to 
beg his liſt of the Pope, who conſidering him to be a baſe. Companion, and no Gentle» 
mn, an{l 'ms fact (during this his ſervice) to be very foule and'feandalous,” He is too 
Noble and wiſeto attempt or undertake it,and heros becomes deafo to his requeſts: 
W hercupon Lorenzo isthat night returned to his priſon, where he hath leature though 
fiot time enough, to think upon his conſcience and foule, wpen the baſeneſle of this his 
robbery, andthe fouleneſle and bloodineſle of murthering his wite Fer: 
'- 2 The next morning he is bronghtts6 his death; atthe commonplace of executionat 
the Bridge foor, in a Iittle walled Cont cloſets the Caſtle of Saint Angelo; where a 
' WorH of peopleflock from all parts of Rome to ſeethe Carfinall'of Florencechis Baker 
take his 1a[t leave of the world, being the night before prepared'iby a Friat,in his ſonles 
Journey towards Heaven, as foone-as heaſcended the Ladder; he there confelleth this 
Fg biefy :' And likewiſe thathisname was Andrea Lorenzdydndthat he(about ſome 
twenty &three yeers lince) murthered his ownt wife'named Feraia Moronan a vineyard 
neere Genvydi whereof he faith' he will no letiger charge His (oute : The which the 
ping GotHtnith (whoſe name was hon 40 4 ag greenny) ch rr burſt 
irth into tevtts; and very paſſionatelyand ortowfully'erlesout, that this man on the 
Ladder is his owne Father 3and hit Fermia Moron was heowne Mother, ahdtherefore 
hewith a #orld of ſobs; ſighes, arid tebres prayeth'the Officers urid then theExecurio- 
ner ofulzee to forbeare, and leave the priſonerfora'fmallwhiles, which accordingly 
ey 5 4AVke nat thedeſcent ct hisPather fromthe Laddefti, ſo (in preſence of 
a 


that'biewumber ofpeople-who'were preſent) throweshimicife athis feet; and 
ſerihingtotowne Hithlelfe in his hives for frvovenraidaliach bimſcliets behis tou 
NY noo - . | | A 
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and acknowledgeth Ferwia Moron to be his Mother , and therefore prayes him to for- 

ive him this his innocent ingratitude towards him, in ſeeking his death of whom he 

ad received his ownelife : And although the conſideration of his Mothers lamenta- 
ble murther doth pierce him to the heart with griefe, yet knowing him likewiſe to be 
his Father, and himſelfe his Sonne, he freely and willingly offers the Captaine of Rope, 
and the Judges all his Eſtate to ſave his Fathers life, but this his robbery is ſo foule, and 
that former murther of his ſoinhumane and lamentable, yea ſo odious to God and the 
World, and ſo execrable to Men and Angels that none will preſume or dare to ſpeake 
in his behalfe : So thenext day Lorenzo is hanged, having Fe freely forgiven his Son 
Thomaſo, and entreated him likewiſe to forgive him for murthering of his Mother, and 
for any other thing elſe, he at his death ſaid little : But curſed the name and memory 
of that miſerable and covetous wretch his Father in Law Moron, whoſe unkindneſle and 
cruelty he ſaid had occaſioned and brought him to all this miſery. But he ſpake nota 
word of hisgriefe or ſorrow for havingmurthered his wife Ferwia Moron ; Only he ſaid 
and beleeved that this his untimely death was a juſt revenge and puniſhment of God 
to him for the ſame. 

The common ſort of the SpeZtators and people of Rowe, ſeemed to taxe the Cardi- 
nall of Florence his Maſter for not ſaving this his Bakers life : but the wiſer and more 
religious ſort, applauded his generoſity and piety for not attempting it from the Pope: 
But all doe admire and wonder at Gods ſacred providence and divine Juſtice in ma- 
king the Sonne the cauſe and inſtrument of his Fathers hanging for murthering of his 
Mother, the which indeed gave cauſe of ſpeech and matter of wonder to Kome.Genova, 
Savona, and Florence, yea, to all 7taly: And thus was the wicked life and deſerved death 
of this bloody Villaine Lorenzo, and in this manner did the Juſtice ofthe Lord triumph 
ore his, crime in his puniſhment. And as for his Sonne Thomaſo (the Goldſmith) after 
this infamous and ſcandalous death of his Father, he could no longer content himſelfe 
tolive in Rowze , but returned to Savera to his Grandfather Mpron , who received him 
with many demonſtrations of Joy, and affection , and atter his death made him ſole 
heire to all his wealth and Eſtate. 
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TO THE 


RIGHT HONOVRABLE 


| ( And truely Noble ) 
FRANCIS,. LORD RYSSELL, 
Baron of T hoynehaugh, and Earle of Bedford. 
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RIGHT HONOURABLE; 


<7 Hen 1 had the bonour to referre, to that Valiant, 
RA) Z2f 1:1 Wiſe, and bones Nobleman, Arthur, Lord 
Chicheſter, Baron of Belfaſt ( whoſe ſub- 
lime merits doe. bere iuſtly deſerve and challenge 
this Teſtimony from my Duty, T hat be was too 
A JJ good for Eartb, and therefore is now ſo ſoone 
crowned. a Saint in Heaven ) F then bad firſt the bappineſſe to 
know,and to be known of » your Honour at your Cheſwicke; ln whons 
(becauſe ever bold it a * arre leſſecrime 10.ſpeake the truth, thenei- 
ther to filence or ' diſſemb, le it ) F then. fannd ſo. many prints and 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


Honour was pleaſed to conferre a favour on me,tbe which chough 30u 


forget, yet the remembrance thereof I will (with equall Zeale, and 


Ambition)ſtrive to make as eternall, as F know my ſelfe to be mortall 
and tranſitory. Youare a Religious Chriſtian, and a true hearted 
F'ngliſhman;and therefore as it is 30ur glory, ſo it is our happineſſe, 
that you are both a conſtant Lover of God and bis ( hurch, and a 
firms and faithſull bonourer of your Prince and (ountrey,and 30u are 
now Lord Lieutenant ( under our Gracious Soveraigne) of that fa- 
mous (County of Devon,and faire,and bonourableCity of Exceſter, 
to which Towe my nativity; and mn both which the Ruſlels (Earles of 
Bedford ) your noble Anceſiors have condignely left behind them 
manybonourable T rophees of their Valour, and [weet and precious 
perfumes of their V ertue. | 

Theſe premiſes being ſo powerfull in trutb,and ſo conſiderable and 
prevalent inreaſon,F ther foreflatter my ſelfe with this bope,that your 
Honour will attribute it rather toDutie,thenPreſumption in me, If 
F now publikely attempt to profer and ſacrifice up ſomething tothe Ho- 
nour of your illuſtrious Name,and to theDignity of your reſplendent 
Vertues: Miſſing therefore of that defired bappineſſe(by ſome rare 
or elaborate peecs)) ſufficiently to reftifie to your Lordſhip and to the 
whole world,what 3ou are to me in the height of Hononr,and what 1 
am; deſire to be found of ou in #be lownes of Obſervance and 
Humnulity, {t willtherefore be no leſſe my Felicity,then 30ur Good- 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


uſurpe)any part of your Lordſhips houres of leiſure to gtve firſt to the 
Knowledge,and iben to the Contemplation of theſe Hiſtories and the 
ſeverall Accidents which they report and relate,F ſhall then triumph 
in my good fortune,as baving obtained that Honour and Favour, 
which F ingenuouſly acknowledge, { am farre more capable to deſire 
then deſerve. 

F come now to implore pardon of yowr Honour for this my Pre- 
ſumption, in inſcribing and aaventuring ſo meane a worke to your no- 
ble acquaintance.vA nd [ have ended this my Epiſile,as ſoone as be- 
£4n,to aſſure you, T hat F will ever(religiouſly) pray unto God to ac- 
cumulate all proſperities and bleſſings on your Honour ; as alſo on 
eur moſt Pertuous Cornteſle, and ſuccefively on your Honourable 
and Flouriſhing Poſterity,who now promiſe no leſſe then a happy and 
famous perpetuity ro Jour thrice Noble Name, and Family. 


Your Honours in all 
Dutie and Service, 


TouN REYNOLDS. 
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CONTENTS OF THESE HISTORIES, 
HisroRy X XL. 


Babtiſtyna and Amarantha poyſon their Eldeſt Siſter Taquinta,after which Amarantha cau- 
ſeth her ſervants,Bernardo and Pierya to ſtifle her elder $yſter Babtiſtyna in her Bed.Ber- 
nardo flying eaway,breakes his necke with the fall off his Horſe, Pierya is hanged for theſame, 
ſo likewiſe is Amarantha,aud ber body after burnt 5 Bernardo being buried, his body is a- 
2 taken up, and hanged to the Gallowes by his feete,then burnt and his aſhes throwne into 
the Rivea- 


Hiſtory X X IT. 


Martino poyſoneth his Brother Pedro,and murthereth Monfredo in the ſtreet; He afterwards 
growes mad, and in confeſſcon reveales both theſe his wnurthers to Father Thomas his Ghoſt« 
ly Father, who afterwards dying,reveales it by his Letter to Cecilliana,who was Widdow to 
Monfredo,and Siſter to Pedro and Martino. Martino hath fir(t his r ight hand cut off, and 
ther is hanged for the ſame. 


Hiſtory X XIII. 


Alphonſo poyſoneth his owne Mother Sophia, and after ſhoots and kills Caſſino (as he was 
walking in his Garden) with a ſhort Musket (or Carabyne) from a Window. Hee is beheaded 
for thoſe two narthers, then burnt, and his aſhes throwne into the River. 


Hiſtory XXIV. 


Pont Chauſey kz/s La Roche ir a Dxell. Quatbriſlon caſeth Moncallier (an Apothecary) 
to poyſor bis owne brother Valfontane, Moncalher after falls and breakes his necke frous 
4 paire of ſtaires. Quatbriſlon likewiſe cauſeth his Fathers Miller to murther and ſtrangle 
Marieta i her bed, and t0 throw her body into his Mill-pond, Pierot the Miller js broken 
alive on a wheele, and Qyatbriſlon- firſt beheaded, then burnt for the ſame. 


Hiſtory XXV. 
Vaſti firſt murthereth his Sonne George, and next poyſoneth his owne Wiſe Heſter, andbeing 
/ 


afterwards almoſt killed by a mrad Bull in the Fields, hee revealeth theſe his two murthers, for 
| the which hee is firſt hanged, and then burnt. | 
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GODSREVENGE 


'THE CRYING AND 


Execrable Sinne of Murther. 


—— 


bs 
His TORY X KL. 


Babtiftyna aud Amarantha poyſor their E/deft Siſter Iaquinta, after which Amarantha cavſeth 
| Ger ſervants Bernardo nd Pierya toſtifie ber Elder Sifter Babtyſtina is ber bed;Bernardo fy- 
ing, breakes his wethe with the fall off his Horſe, Piexgya ir hanged, ſo likewiſeir Amarantho,end 

. ber body after burnt, Bernardo being buried, bis body is agaive taken wp, hanged tothe Gallowes by 


bis feet $h:nbwrnt,ond his aſhes throwne into the are. 


>=. etle Golden rimes being paſt, what doth this Iron or flinty age 
=. 1, of ours produce, bur Thornesfor Roſes, and Bratnbles for 
36 Lillie] meane blogdy and barbarous aCtsinſtead of deeds of 
F198: Compaſſion-and workesof Charity?Not bur that Chriſtiani- 

2 - tie(as a faire and glorious yaile ) , covereth the face of Ewrope, 
. |} as the FrmamentobHeayen doth that of Earth , and that(by 
| the mercy of God)there are now great variety of learnedand - 
> godly Preachers, who(by the lanRity of their lives, andthe 
_>- ff | puricyofcheir Do&rine)ſpend the greateſt part both of their 
1 1142015490, 4.27 time,' andof themſelyesto propagate Vertue,: and Piery in 
us,andconſequently toroot our viceand Sinnefrom among us; But itis che vanity ofour 
| Ee ion of our Nartbres,: the infirmity ofour Indgements, che 
weaknefſe of our Faich,the coldnefſo of oor Zeale,and our .neglet of prayer, which-ſome- 
hang chat I might mor ſay rootooofren )tranſporteth our ſelves, beyond our ſelyes, 


our ons andattions the bounds of reaſon, yea and violently carryerh 
ust0 deſperateand inhumane a which this next deplorable HiGory ings 
AG | a rantly 
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F Tu#/cany be the beauty and glory of 7taly, then Florence (the capital City thereof ) 
muſt needs bee that of Twſcary 3 orelſe 1t could not ſojultly and generally deſerve 
thattrue andexcellent Epethite of Faire. It 15a City which hath given both Life 
and being to the Hlnſtrious Family of the Medicis, (or as ſome affirme, they toit.) 
The worlt Greunds about it are Vineyards, and the beſtare dainty Meadowes, 2nd 
delicate Gardens, or rather their Gardens are Meadowes for their ſpaciouſneſſe, and 
their Meadowes are Gardens for their fertility and beauty. It is divided and croſſed 
in two parts by the famous River Arno, and that River againe by two ſtatelyBridges 
curiouſy embeliſhed and adorned with-many Mazble and Alabaſter Statues, The 
Streetthereof are well paved, broad and long ; the Buildingy, (forthe moſt part) ra- 
ther Palaces than private Hoſes, and the Temples for ſumptuouſneſſe and beauty, 
nothing inferiour to the beſt, and richeſt of 7taly, eſpecially the two moſt ſumptuous 
and unparalleld Chappels of the Babtiſtaria, and Saint Lorenzo, as alſo the Domo, and 
Campanella (which is the Tower) thereof, it beipy a molt magnificent and ſtately Ca- 
thedrall Church, which not onely catcheth- our eye with wonder, but furpriſeth our 
thoughts with admiratiov, as all our Engliſh Noblemen and Gentlemen Travellers, 
doe (peradventure) know faire better than myſelfe3; Hay inthisrich and faire City 
of Florence, neere the Church of the Deminican Friers,in the latter dayes of the Great 
Duke Ferd:nand, there dwelt an ancient, vertuous, aud generous Cayalier, named Sezg-= 
rior Leoxardo St eni, deſcended of a Noble Family, nceretothe City of Piſtoia,where 
his Aunceſtours left him many faire Demeanes, and a very rich Patrimony, the which 
(through his Frugality, Vertue apd Wiſedome, the true Foundation of moſt of the 
chiefeſt Houſes, and beſt Families of 1tely) hee managed and improved ſo well, that 
within the ſpace of twenty yeares hee became exceeding rich and opulent, but neere 
about this time, that the ſweetnelle of his content,/might receive ſome checke of bit- 
ter affliftion, toſhew him thatman is ſubje& to- God, and that there is*no perfe@ or 
rmanent felicity heere on Eartli, his Lady Alcydire died, which broughthim much 
orrow and affliction, having onely yet this Joy and conſolationleft him, that hee had 
by herim marriage, three proper yothy Ladies to his Daughters, named, Tequimta, Bab- 
tiſtynaand Amarantha, whoalbeit, heehpped would'prove the ſtayes and comforts of 
tis Age, yct they will futurely afoord him, farre lefle felicity, and more miſery than 
he canexpeCt,or my Readers (as yet) any way conceive or imagine, the which, to ap- 
proveand verifie, they are by me prayed to underſtand, and remember, that theſe two 
hand {t Daughters, Babtityna, and Amiranthe, are wonderfuſlfaire and beautifull, of 
| reaſonable tall ſtature, 'very ſtreight and lender: but! , the eldeſt Daughter | 
is of a browne complexion; ſhort, and crook+backd, buclke} &h this eight, that her 
Tailors art ſerves to overvaile the defete;andto toverthe deficiency of her Nature 3 
and ſhe herſcife hath the {kill to put on'f#eſh tinure and complexion on her face, vi- 
ces which the purity and frmplicity of former Ages were:not $6quainted with, or elſc 
purpoſcly diſdained and hated, although the prideand-venity of. theſe ourtimes doe 
ambniouſly allow and praQtiſe them:! Apaine, Zaplintz is proytand ſtatdly, Babtiſtzna 
chollericke; ſullen, and revengefull, and Awaraniba(totheecye and judgement of the 
World) pleaſantand courteous. Have wee but alinle patience,ond allſhortly 
ſee each of theſe three Si zppearc intheirtruevotours, and in'very different wayes 
toad their ſeverall Parts upon the Stageand Theater of 'this their Rongao 
-*>"8trenj 1eeing himſelfe a Widdower,:not 10-much fayoured: of 'Godto hayeany 
Soninexoenjoy his Name and Lands, andall his three Daughters to be now. capable of 
Marriagez Hee: (as a providentand lovingFather)-holdsit-a great primo euiboien 
dont an 
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and difcretion'ia him now to'leave his Mannour Houſe of Cardxra neere P3/t0ie, and to 
betake himſelfe to live andrefide in Florence, hoping thereby with leſſe difticulty, and 
farre more advantage, tolooke out and provide fit Huſbands for his Daughters, an- 
ſwetable to their Ranke and ; which diſpoſition andreſolution of his plea- 
ſed them well, and admmiſtred them cauſe of great content and joy, fith itis now 
owne to a cuſtome, and an habite, that young Ladies and Gentlewomendoe infi- 
nitely deſireto live in great Townes and Cities, where they may ſee, and be ſeene, and 
eſpecially inthoſe of 7:4y,more than in any Country of the World, where the whole 
Nobility and Gentry make all their aboad and refidence, the which indeed is one of 
the main points,and eflentiall reaſons, why their Cities are ſorich, populous,and faire. 
Thus we fee $treniand his three Daughters by this time come to Flerence,and dwell 
(asT have formerly ſaid) neere the Monaſtery of the Dominican Friers, where his 
wealth, birth, and port, cauſe him to be viſited and frequented of the beſt and nobleſt 
ſort of that City, and asthe time of his refidence, ſothe number of his acquaintance 
encreaſeth, for vertue is capable to purchaſe friends every where, and his wealth and 
Daughters beauties like ſo many powerfull Lures and Adamants draw many young 
gallant Gentlemen to his Houſe to ſee and ſerve them; Where although Babtiſtyna 
and Amerantha, are beloved and ſought in Marriage of many, yet their Father is reſo- 
lute to marrytheir eldeſt Siſter 7aquizta firſt, wherefore when ary Noblemen or Gen- 
tlemen come to his Houſe, ſhee is to be ſeene, and courted, but Babtiſtynaand Amaran- 
tba are mewed and faſt locked upina Chamber. They grieve hereat, but they can nei- 
ther alter nor remedy this their Fathers reſolution, for his word muſt bee their Oracle, 
and his will their Law. Now before I proceed farther inthe dilation of this Hiſtory, 
as I one way commend $trenz his reſolution to' marry his eldeſt Daughter firſt, ſo yet 
in approving his diſcretion for her preferment, I muſt nevertheleſle taxe his want of 
affection, in hindring that of his two youngeſt Daughters; For as it was a courteſte of 
himto have 7aquizta ſeene of Suters, ſo it was a degree of diſ-reſpe@t, I may ſay, of 
cruelty in him to confine Babtiftyna and Amarantha as Priſoners to their Chambers, 
when divers of them came purpolely and honourably to his Houſe, both to ſee and 
ſeeke them in Marriage. 
But Ro ( armed with her fathers love and authority) growes extreamely impe- 
rious and ſtately; She triumpheth in conceit to ſee herſelfe preferred of her father be- 
fore her Siſters.She ſees her two ſiſters Baptiſtynaand 4maranthaare ſued and ſought for 
in marriage by divers Cavilliers, ahd the very conſideration hereof grieves, and the re- 
membrance affiicts her, but withall ſhe obſerves, that they care notdiſobey, or contra- 
dif their fathers command, to affeQt or ſpeake with any, and therefore the very know- 
ledge and remembrancehereof,againe re mu her,As itis a happineſle for us to pur- 
chaſe friends;ſo itisa miſery to loſe them. Her ſiſters love her,bur ſhee lovesnotthem, 
-they areas unworthy of her hatred,asſhe is of their affeftion. Nature(indeed)hath gi- 
ven her the prerogative, and priviledge, but yet ſhee ſhould conſider, that they are her 
Siſters, and not her Servants, and that their bloud is hers & hers theirs. Tris an argument 
of indifcretion and inſolency,for one Brother or Siſter to thinke themſelves better then 
unother;Butmany Gentlewomen, who are Siſters, eſteeme pride a ſecond beauty, or 
#leaſtanexcellent Grace and Ofhiariient ro then, and therefore to preferre and ele- 
xate themſelves, they cave nothow they diſpirage and deie others. The beauty of 
Htptiſizna and Amaruntha an eyeſ{ore to Taquinta.The tree of malice never produceth 
| m0 ItsTtill aha verthe for ustochecke and vanquiſh our owne vices. She 
thatmatiy Gentl lovethem, butſces and obſerves with griefe, that none 
— 6 ry 
«illngly reſolve to accept any'Gentleinn for her hnsband, that would be content : 


iefinlialy diced clots, adlUgrieves to te) that all Lovers and'Surers 
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flie to one of theſe her two Siſters, and wholly abandon and forlake her ſelfe : but be 
ing a woman, ſhe want- not an invention to;apply a preſent'remedy tothis her diſcon- 
tent and cholter. Shee muſt have her Siſters beauties and braveries echpſed, that hers 
may appeare more bright, and reſplend and ſhine with-moxe luſtre and glory : Shee 
knowes that Chriſtall ſeemes precious when Diamonds are-not in place; to which 
end, ſhee very paſſionately, and yet fubtilly workes upon the affeQtion of, her Father, 
and obtaines of him, that as her yeares, ſo her apparell may excell and:exceed that of 
her Siſters, the which hee inconſiderately grants her 3 - and this ſhee teativesand con. 
ceives to bee a ſtep to her advancement, and an obſtacle totheirs, So if they former 
grieved to ſee themſelves impriſoned in'a Chamber, whiles ſhee to her content and 
pleaſure rejoyceth both to ſee, andto bee ſeeneof Gentlemen : So.gow their diſcb6n- 
tentthereof growes into. choller, and their choller into rage; to fee:this theit elder 
Siſter 7aquintanot onely to {tep ſome degrees beyond them, but likewiſe many beyond 
herſelfe in herapparell. {1 ee! | lo 124! Ms jor; 
Itis ever a wile and diſcreet vertue: in Parents to diſtribute their favoursand affe- 
cionsequally to their Children, or if, ghey chance toaffe@;one betterthanotkers, at 
leaſt that they be ſo reſerved and cautious, as to conceale itſectetly tothemſeives, that 
the reſt may neither perceive nor know it. That Streri ſaight to marry.Zequintabefore 
Babtiſtyno and Amarantha (asI formerly have ſaid). hee did:well, but yet:to:make ther 
loſe when they might finde and gairie a fortune, was withall to bee indifcreet; ifrnbt 
unnaturall. Mens fancies and aftecQtions in marciage are maty times conh(elled and led 
by the eye, as the eye isby;the Heart, . Some will priſe ant affet' beauty withoutrver- 
tue, others vertue without beauty; but where both meete and comrciute} [it doth not 
onely pleaſe, but-delight, and {q-joyntly ſympathize to-make eachother excellent. 
Many of the beſt and nobleſt Cavalhers of Florence love Babtiſtynaand Hararantha, bit 
not 7aquinta3. or if they ſeeme to court Zaquinta, it is but with a reſerved hope andiin- 
tentto enjoy the [1ght and company of Babtiſtyna and Amarantha. but as jealoufie and 
malice have alwayes foure eyesinſtead of two; ſoit is at leaſta torment, iF:not ma 
deaths, to Jaquinta,to {ce her two liſ'ersto live and be beloved of all ſuters,and herfolf: 
of none; the which to prevent, and ſo toſtop the progreſle of - their T, riumphs, and 
conſequently of her owne diſcontent, and affliction, thee (not deſirous tohavetwo 
ſuch Starres of beauty to appeareand ſhine together in the Firmament of - her Fathers 
Houſe in Florence) doth ſo ſecretly undermine, and ſo cunningly prevailewith him; as 
her two Siſters (when they leaſt dreame or thinke thereof) are by his ofder and com- 
wand ſuddenly ſent away by Coach to his Countrey Houle /of Cardura, :neere Pifto;s 
(whereof wee have already made mention) not withſtanding all their requeſts, ſighes, 


.and.teares tothe contrary, and there by his appointment tobee privatelyand diſconſo- 


lately-ſhut up; from any acceſle or converſation of any manyhatſoever, :and under 


the'charge and cuſtody of, an old ill-favoured Beldame. (fometimestheir Schoolmi- 
ſtris) nagied Dona Matevola, ! 


a 4 »44 Fab 


Zaltiſhne and Amarevthe, being enforced to haniſbment from Flirence to Conky- 
ra, beleeved that it proceeded as well by the pride and malice of | their. Siſter laquinta, 


as bythe ſeverity of their Father 3 They know not from what Saint to implare aideor 


afliſtance, or from what point their Art, or ;Invention' to.expedt for hope or redrefle 
hereof; Bur at length (being conſtrajned to make a Vertue of + Neteſſity) they brooke 
this their diſgrace, withas muchipatienge, as they,may, no.way doubting (much leſle 
difpairing) but that a/littlegzae willlworke a greatalteration in'their Eſtates and For- 


; nc 00-09 ran, ſtill more and more 
bent to reſtraine.them of heir liberty; without ſuffering them to ſee or-ſpeake with 
any Stranger, or any Stranger with them, they at lafbrecolle&t, and plucke up their ſpi- 
rits to Geiniiamans lemialye we repan neg Lenerte thei Facderjand s m- 
tory one to their Siſter. Tagyio#s, $0, pracure their returne to Florence, which they doe, 
andſend it yone Berner acrultyServant of theirs; That to-their, Father ſpake thus. 
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BABTISTINA and AMARANSTHA to STRENT. 


T is with much aſtoniſhment and griefe tons that you have ſo ſodainely baniſhed us from your 
preſence, and from Florence, to live hererather as Priſoners then your Daughters, in your 
Conntrey houſe of Cardura; 42d having the honour to be ſo great a part of your ſelfe,we do not 
alittle wonder what onr Errors or Crimes fhonld be, that we muſt be inforced to be deprived of 
that felicity, and ſuffer this miſery. If we have beene ſought unto by any Noblemen or Gentlemen, 
it hath beene in the way of marriage,and therefore in that of hnnour,and yetwe have till ſo trifle 
ly tyed onr fancies to our Duties, and our affections to owr obedience towards you, tht in the 
left degree we have not (werv'd from your conſent, but have done, and doe ſtill inviolably make 
your Pleaſure therein our reſolution;and your Will and Commands our Law.But we are confi. nt 
that altbonghyou are the canſe, yet our Siſter Jaquinta is 2he ſole Author of this our ſorrowful! 
and immerited ſequeſtration 5 Who (peraventure);n regard that her beauty comes ſhort of our c, 
that her malice therefore »1nſt not onely exceed the boca, of Reaſon, but of Nature. And althoygh 
ſhe allege ber Privilege and Prerogative of yeares againſt us, yet becauſe onr bloud js as good 35 
hers,and our hearts and education no worſe, therefore we hnyzbly beſeech you tobe ſo favourable, 
and kinde to us, that inregard her Malice and Pride hath made her onr accuſer, and which i 
worſe our enemy,that you will not make her our Tudge,but that we may ſpeedily reobtaine the hay- 
pineſſe to returne and live with you in Florence,without which weſt all aſſuredly either live here 
in Diſpaire,or ſhortly dye in Diſcontent and Miſery:Which requeſt of ours is ſo inſt and equal, os 
you cannot deny it to #4 either in affeFion or nature,muchleſſe in reaſon or pitty. God ever bleſſs 
you with happineſſe, and make us happy in your bleſſng. 


BABTISTYNA. 
AMARANTHA. 


Their Letter to their Siſter 7aquizta depainted theſe paſſions. 
BABTISTYNA and AMARANTHA to JaqvINTA. 


Hz enriouſly examined our thoughts and ations, we cannot find the leaſt ſhaddow of 
X cauſe,zmch leſſe of Reaſon, why thou ſhouldjt ſo ſharpely exaſperate our Father againſt us, ſo 
ſuddenly to baniſh and exile us from. Florence to Cardura, neither doe we thinke it is for that 
we are fairer then thy ſelfe, but that thou art more malicious then ns, which hath occaſioned thee 
and thou precipitated him to this fſharpe reſolution againſt us. If thou art deſerous of a Hurband, 
bet it content thee, that as yet we nv way intend or 4 
thou wilt n0t beleeve #4,at leaft beleeve this truth from us. that thou haſt far more reaſon to doubt 
thine owne bf, then any way to fuſpe® or feare ours therein, for whiles thou prayeſt for a Hus- 
band, we will firſt make it our Prayers to God, that we may be capable and happy to deſerve good 
owes. Wee adviſe thee therefore in Love,and counſel} thee in affetion and Charity, to conſider ſe- 
riouſly with thy ſelfe,tbat we are thy Siſters, not thy Servants ,mmch leſſe thine Enemies, and in 
that regard that we are as unworthy of thy malice,as unwilling and uncapable to digeſt it,becauſe 
the priority of thy yeares earn no way juſtly introduce an inequality in our bloud > and if thou wilt 
not inforce ns to degenerate from out ſelves, and conſequently from the nature and affeFion of 
8ifters thouſhalt doe us great right, and to thy ſelfe more reaſon, ts cauſe onr Father to recall us 
home to him, with as much celerity and favour, ar he ſent us away from him with diſconrteſre 
and indignation. 
Wo OY Re 9h} BABTISTYNA, 
dig 2215 MAY AMARANTHA:- 


The Bernardo arrivite to Florence, and having delivered theſe two Letters to 
SYYen; and Tamuinta, Citragete ſeales f, peruſed ard read over their 
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Contents when he ſmiling to ſee the indiſcretion of two theſe his daughters.attributed 
this their diſobedience towards him, and their diſcontent towards their ſiſter Taquinta, 
rather to ignorance and ſimplicity, then to malice,and yet hee could not but wonder at 
this their bold and peremptory Letter ſent him : But for Jaquirta, ſhee was ſo galled and 
netled with her two liſters inſolent carriage and Letter towards her,that it exceedingly 
troubled and perplexed ber, but eſpecially, and farre the more, for that ſhee feared 
that their Letter to her Father might cauſe him to grant their returne to Florence, the 
which to her poſſible power ſhe would no way yy permit or fuffer, as defirous to 
rule and governe her Father alone, and ſo to raigne lole Lady over his humours and 
houſe, without rivals and competitors : to whichend ſhe goes tohim, and i the ſofte(t 
and {ſweeteſt tearmes which either her art, or malice could invent, ſhee extreame- 
ly incenſeth him againſt her Siſters, alledging to him that their (tay in Cardura was ne- 
ceſlary, and their diſobedient motion for their returne to Florexce too inſolent and in- 
ſupportable,and that ſhe hoped with confidence, that he would not permit their malice 
ſo unjuſtly tofall and reflect on her, |becauſe ſhee was as innocent as they gui'ty 
thereof, and that for any thought and deſire of a husband ſhe vowed ſhe had none, but 
that his will and pleaſure ſhould in all things bee hers, | as reſolving both to live un- 
der his commands, and to dye in his favour and ſervice: Which ſugred and treacherous 
ſpeeches of hers ſo prevailed and vanquilbed the credulity of her old Father, yea and fo 
powerfully wrought and trenched upon has affection, that being all in choler- againſt 
Baptiſiynaand Amarantha,he reſolves with himſelfe to returne thema ſharpe.anſwer,and 
commands 1ag#intato doe the like, the which they both write and -ſend backe tothem 
by Bernardo, who returning to Cardura, hee delivereth his two young Ladies and Mi- 
ſtreſſes theſe two Letters,and they ſpeedily and privately retyring themſelves to a cloſe 
ſhaddowed arbour in the Garden, they there with much earneſt deſire and impati- 
ency.firſt breake up that of their Father, wherin contrary to their hopes, butnot totheir 
feares.they finde tl11s language. 


STRENI to BAPTISTYNA and AMARANTH A. 


FF it be not purpoſely to croſſe your owne good fortunes,you would not joraſhly and peremptority 
have attempted to eroſſe my:good intentions and affedion towards you,in ſending you to Car- 
dura,but would have brooked it with as much patience as T ſee yau doe with diſcontent;and befort 
this aft of your diſobedience, now revealed mee in your Letter, I held you for my Daughters, not 
for mine enemies,and mine houſe of Cardura toberather a palace than a priſon for you : ſo if you 
knew low ill thoſe errors of yours become you,you wonld ratber redeem them withrepentance and. 
teares,than remember them either with the leaſt thought of delight,or conceit,or ſenſe of joy.Nay. 
thinke with your ſelves what modeſty it was,what wiſedome it is ,for your green youthtepreſume, 
(or to dare to preſume)to teach ny gray age haw,or when,to chuſe you hnahands,whenG ad knowee, 
that neither your years,xor your diſcretion,do as yet make you capable to think of husbendr;andiif. 
you have any judgement remaining in you,then judge with your ſelves how falſe and incongruous\ ' 
your reaſons are, when in wordryou pretend to obey my commands, and yet in effedi you wilfully: 
oppoſe and contradift them. And having uſed me with ſo ſmallreſpe&t ſee againe with how much. 
untruth and enuyyon abuſe wp pa] bt nan to ney knowledge is as innocent of thoſe falſe: 

alice towards yougar your ſve arx guilty of ther tower her fiſht: 
levei nothing more;and you affef nothing leſſe than humility and charity 4 heir contraries;for be=: 
lieve mel find her to be yaur true friend, & your ſeluerto be the greateſs &: only entmie;r to youre. 


ekver;for otherwiſe you cannot live in the ſpealleſi 4 ree of deſpair lcontent,or miſery,beca 6\ 
f | pg at no yong Ladies of T ulcany,and jew of. 


ſmh 3s my care of your education and maintenance,t 
Italy,of your rankeapd quality,are brought up in more bravery,delight,and honor,the which my 
indulgency O-affeFion ſhall ſtill continue to you,jf your diſobedience &- folly henceforth give ms 
no farther motive to the contrary: and therefore as you tender my ble|ſing,I = you to make it 
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your delight and prattite to think of God at of huebandi:of your love to. your fifter]yquintaizot 
of her batred to you; and of your Freyer-bookes, yu Ent6s2 nd yony Needs epdetn of {ark 
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v4int conceipts, and paſſions, wherewith you have ſiuff'd and farced np your Le: -> the 
which, : together with the Copie of this of mine toyou, I now incloſe and returneo your Go- - 
vero Malevola, that ſhe hereafter may be more carefyll wel your condution and carriage, 
an that you give more houres to diſcretion and honour, ſe to idleneſſe and vanity, to 
the end that ſhee ſeeing ber fault in yours, ſhee may thereby the better futurely know how to 
teach, : 4nd you how to learne to reforme them. And jo I beſeech God whohath made you my 
Danght ers, to bleſſe, and make you his faithfull ſervants. 
41 STRENI. 


They having thus peruſed their Fathers Letter, and ſeene his ſpleene and paſſions 
towards them, they cannot ſo much accuſe him of choller, as they beleeve they have 
reaſop! to condemne their filter 7aquinta of cruelty towards them ; wherefore with 
more ſpeedthen affettion, and with more haſte then charity, they likewiſe breakeup 
the (tales of har Letter, wherein ſhe greets them thus. 


JAQvINT4 to BABTISTINA and AMARANTHA- 


| ra farre from incenſing , or precipitating our Father againſt you, as Tvowto God ,andto 
you;that his ſending of you from Florence to Cardura, was not onely without my conſent, 
but without my knowledge 3 and for calling in queſtion either the thoueht of your beanties, or 
of my huchandcr, you equally wrong me, and the truth therein; for it is that moſt whereof I trou- 
ble my heart and minde leaſt - and therefore my haſte ts marry comes infinitely ſhort of your 
jealonſie and feare 5 andexcept it be out of your pride and malice,af Siſters ts become mine exc- 
wies herein, I know no cauſe in Nature, and leſſe reaſon in Grace, why thoſe falſe ſuggeſtions 
of yours ſhould fall within the compaſſe of your conceipts, or thoſe untrue ſcandalls within the 
power of your heart and pen,and it is as vaine as ridiculous either for your love or counſel ever 
to thinke to wake mee beleeve or conceive the contrary. As for the priority of my yeares, it ſhall 
mever make wee eſteeme worſe of you then of my ſelfe 5 for my con;cience to God, and my aFi- 
ones #0 the worldſhall [till make it apparent, that although you contemne my friendſhip, Twill 
get corroborate and cheriſh yoars, and that there ſhall want no good will or zeale int mee, that 
Compylieg to your deſeres and expetFation) our Father doe uot ſpeedily recall you from Car- 

wa to Florence, where your preſence ſhallſtill be my happineſſe, and your company my con- 
tent and felicity: And except your deport ments and carriage towerds me give me not henceforth 
juſt cauſe to divert me from this ſiſterly afſeFion and ejalutien I am conſtantly reſolved both 
to live and dye in the ſame. | 


, 


JaQvINTA. 


Babtiſtinaand Amarathe having thus read and conſidered vs þ two ſeverall Letters 
of their Father and Siſter 7aquizte, they are infinitely inceaſed and chollerick to ſee 
G. his diſcourtefie, and her difſimulation and cruelty towards them,in that they muſt be 
inforced to live a ſolitary countrey life in Cardura, whiles ſhee trium phs in pride, and 
flants it out in bravery 1n Florexcez &as the y much repine and murmure at his dif. af- 
feftion, ſo they infinitly diſdain and complaine of her imperious courſes and carriage 
towards themgdding oo beliefe to her Letter,but judging it to be hypocriticall.They 
pitty the weakneſle of their Fathers judgement.in ſuffering himſclfe tohe ſo violent- 
ly tranſported & carried away bythe futile polici & ſecret malice of their ſiſter to- 
wardsthemswherein although their duty and obedience doſome wa excuſchis.age, 
their blood and beauty can no way. poflibly diſpence with the orice and malice of 
nt pas which they hourely ſee rmed & made apparent in the unaccuſtomed 
ſtric , ulage of Their Covernell Malevola wa is as; | are pada beſt 
ndevours and ambition { as well to captivate their minds as their perſons, by 
ing her ſelfe to be as nie BCLs rl 3 but - butch. to - 
quiteher upkindneſle, and to revenge their Sides Jaquinta 1 cruelty towards than $ 
Yb n | ey 
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they willbee {wift' and ſubtile'm theirrevenge 3 for having gold (though nottheir 
liberty at their command) they reſolve that the firſt ſhall ſpeedily procure the ſe- 
cold :To which end, they; by their ſervant Berzardo, ſecretly hire a Coach for foure 
Dackarons, the next nightto carry them away very cloſely and privately from Cardu- 
ratO'Plorence,and with fomany more t6 corrupt the Gardiner togive him the Key of 
the Gardeh Poſterne gate 3both which (with much care, fidelity, and filence) he ef- 
fedeth; being himſelfe onely by them appointed toattend, and commanded to ac- 
company ther inthis theirjourtiey. 
 \\'Theſttworevengefull fifters having'thus given order for their eſcape,and ſecretly 
packedup fuch things as they held neceflary to carry with them, as ſoon as tſir Go- 
verneſle Malevola'wasin bed & faſtaſleep, who was as innocent as they wereguilty of 
this theirelandeftine 'departure,' in comes Bernardo about midnight to their chamber 
doorezto which giving a ſoft knock, they preſently deſcend the ſtaires with him to the 
Garden,$c from thence tothe Coach, wherein ſeating themſelves,they leave Cardura, 
and ſo wnh great ſpeed drive'away for Florence," where they arrive to their Fathers 
houſe, betwixt nine ortenof the clock the-next morning,he much wondring, & their 
filter 7aquintaextreamlyperplexed & grieved at this their ſuddain & unexpetted ar- 
rivall.they caſtthemſelves at their Fathers feet,and crave his blefling and excuſe, but 
he rece1ves therttwith moteangerthenjoy,& ſogives them frownes & checks in ſtead 
of Kifſes: He heares their reaſons of their unlook'd for departure from Cardura, which 
hee reje&ts both withigontemprt and choller,ſharpely reprovestheirdiſobedience,and 
voweth ſpeedily to returnethem;they anſwer him;that his preſence is the ſole felicity 
and glory of their life,& that they 'hadrather dye with him in Florexce,then live with- 
out him 1n Cardura. As for theit Siſter 7aquinta, ſhe diflembles her love to them,as they 
doetheir malice to her ; for whiles ſhe ſecretly wiſheth them out of Florence, ſo(in 
counterchange)do they as ilently wiſh 6 defire her in heaven: but aftera day or two 
was paſtover,then their hy ifte & diſhimulation was ſuch each to other, as(to the 
eye of the world) it ſeemedthey could not be berter friends, nordearer or kinder fi- 
ſters;then now they werezſo artificially could all of them overvaile their malice, & ſo 
cunningly could they conceale their different intentions, thereby the better to com= 
ſe their countenances & {peeches. But when'7aquinta againe perceives that the gal- 
faines Florenee doe afreth repaire and flock to her Fathers houſe, purpoſely to neg- 
le&her, andtoadmire and adorethe excellent beauties of theſe her two younger {i- 
fters.then her old jealoufic revives,and inflames her new malice towardsthem3 ſo as 
with all her powerand-art, ſhee againefecretly rampers with her Father,either to re- 
turge them againe to Cardura;or to contratt and eſpoule them to a Nunnery,that ſhee 
mightthereby triumph alone at her pleaſure,and being then ſole heire'to all his lands 
_ eſtate,might wed herſelfc to the greater fortune, and nobler huſband, andſhee 


'' * wantedneither fighes nov teares to draw him to this her earneſt deſire andreſolution. 


: This is not fo fecretly-borne betwixttheir Father and ſiſter 7aquinta, but Babtiſtyna 
and Amarantha/have'preſent and pregnant notice:/hereof,the which ſtrongly and fully 
to-prevent, they (now incouraged and animated'by the devill)reſolve to reduce, and 
draw their/blondy-contemplation intoattion, & ſo(withmore haſt than good ſpeed) 
tb-diſpatchtheirfiſter for heaven, becauſethey loved Florezce,diſdained Cardura,and 
above all(fromtheir hearts &ſoules)infinitely deteſted to fpend & end their dayes in 
anunnery;whenneither having the'tear of God in:their hearts; nor hisjuſtice or judg- 
mentsbefore their eyes, Amaranth buyes the poylon,and Babtiſtineadminiltreth it to 
theirfſiſter 7aqzinte.in alemmon poſſet; which they obſerved ſhe often uſed to drinke 
the Summertime, ſo that ſome ten dayes afterſhe dyed-hereof, when none but God, 
befidesthem, was witnefle:of this their nnnaturalband bloudy'buſineſle : So they re- 


\ joyceds much as their fathergrievesand ſorrowes hereat,and now they are alone,and 


domincere attheir pleaſures in their Pathers hoaſe at Florence, without riyalls or com- 
| We as they arefiafull,and therefore they ſhall reape but poore 
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and miſcrablefruits of this their bloudy vidory. For within lefle then fix weeks after 
the de1Joxable death of Tagzinata,a {udden languilhing ficknes oretakesand ſurpriſeth 
Babtiffzze, foastbe white tinqure of her face lookes yellow, and the freſh roles 3nd 
llses of ber beauty did exceeding]y fade, and witherof the Jaundies : - A licknefle 
wich 1 thunke God ſent her purpatcly topuniſh her for that execrable crime of hers 
1npoy ſening ber Siſter. But the beauty of Baby jſtinwacannotbe ſo much eclipſed or de- 
formed, as that of Aweraztbadaily growes more delicionſly ſweet, and ſweetly deli- 
cious and amiable 3 1o asall thoſe Nobles and Gallantsof Florence and Tuſcanie, : who 
come to ſecke Str; his Daughters 1n marriage, doe infinitely preferre 1marartha 
beforeMabtiſizna, 2nd paſlicnatelydelire the firſt, ' as miichas they row fleightand 
negle(t the ſecond: Babtiſtina's not ignorant hereof, but ſeevit with griefe, obſerves 
it with ſorrow. and remembers it wth eholler and indignatiomand yet ſhe ſeekes and 
rives to conceale it from her Fachet; and to diflembleittoher Siſter Amarantha, She 
in this wane of her beality and joy. beginnes/now to participate of hex dead liſter 70> 
quints's living humovas and contitiangthe ys now become: the eldeſt Siſter,and there- 
tore will not permit or faffer. her younger to be her mate; orequall, much lefle her ſu- 
periour ; and although her Sicknefle hath depriy'd her of a-great part of ber beauty, 
yet it hath no way diminiſhed; but rather: increaſed and augmented hetidefire to'mat- 
ry, ſheenvies the fight and fame of her Siſter 4waranthes beauty; 25. much as ſhe la+ 
menteth the decayer, and pitticth'the. rujnes of her.ownegand both grievesadd 
ſcornes to ſee ſo many Gallants courtand ſethe her:m marr nd note het felt 
Now as pride and malice (for the moſt part) are inſeparable: companions, fo her dif 
content hcreat made her ſo. devitliſhily -malicions, as {hee ſecretly yowes. tt her 
{clfe, rhat ſhe could almoſt finde:in het heart. zo make Amurantha as well g companion 
of Jaquiuta's forrune , as of her blond, but God rhen preſenting her firſt Murther to 
her eyes and remembrance, the devill was not then: enqugh prevalent or powerfull 
with her,toUraw her to conceive or commit a ſecond. Thus not being willing toadde 
murther tomurther, and fo togaliopin ſtead of pacing to hell and deſtruction, ſhee 
neverthelefle determinately reſolves ito emulate and imitate the actions of herdead 
Siſter Jaquinta, towards ber living one Amaranthe ; and yet ſo to wreake her malice 
and revenge on her,ascloſely toinſinuate;and under hand ſurreptiticully to prevaile 
with her Father, that ſhe be ſpeedily eclipſcd,and againe ſent away to.Gerdara,undet 


__ and cuſtody of Malewola, the which thee ctie(tually and brisfely obtaineth 
h 


m3 ſo our young and faire 4mutestha( though infinitely againſt her will) isnow 
inforced to leave Florexce, and fuddarinely. (when ſhee leaſtthought ar dreamtithere- 
of) is againe confined and baniſhed taCaraare,not withſtanding all her fighes,teares, 
and prayers tother Fatherto the contrary. nol! 1137 vir 
- 4w4rantha (with much ſorrow and more indignation) btingartived tb Cardaras,theis 
notalittle perplexed and grieved thereat, but rather exceedinglydi med with 
her Father, and infinitely incenſe& againſt herfiſter Babtoftenafor the fame, as well 
knowing that it wholly-proceeded from her:meere pride ant malice towards het 5 
the-which ſhee now doth notconcedle;! butmake a ta herold Beldame Go» 
verneſſe Mdevols,both inherlookes, ſpeeches, and ations: She wondteth that hot: 
Sifter is ſo inconſ(iderate of her (elfe;)land fo | and bitter towards her ; and: 
bow 1tis pofiible for herto foone tofergetenhertherr joynterune, | ortheir ſeveral 
danger for their ſo nbumagely: and iorvelly: poyſomag: their elderSifter Jagante; 
the | confideration -and\\xermemboance whereof! is of {6 
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houſe and preſence: but at laſt confidering,;that her repuration & fortune might ſuffer 
much in this ation, ſhe holds it not -amille, rather convenient, firſt to write toher 
Fathet and Siſter, to ſce if her Letters may prevaile with them for her returne 3-the 
which ſhe doth, and ſends them tothem to Florence by her old truſty ſervant Beriat- 
doe. Her Letterto het Father bewrayed theſe paſſions. 


AMARANTHA to STRENI. 
M Y obedience hath not deſerved ſo much contempt and hatred, as that (without cauſe of 
reaſon) you ſhould thus againe baniſh mee from Florence ts Cardura 4 and with how 
much griefe and ſorrow I digeſt it, I can better relate with diſcontent, then conceale with pati- 
ence : How deare your ſight and preſence was, andever ſhall be to mee, if you will not know,and 
withall remember, God deth > for my ſoule appeales nnto him, and my heart to Heaven, that t 
made it the chiefeſt life of my joy, and the ſweeteſt joy of my life 5 $0 as ifyon are not the cauſe, 
F am ſure my Siſter Baptiſtyna is of this (undeſerved) cruelty towards me, who out of 
pride, ambition, and malice, ſtrives to bee as - pornare imperions to mee, as my deceaſed 
$iſter Jaquinta was both to her ſelfe and mee. The remeay hereof is every way worthy of you, 
as you are my Father, and of my ſelfe, as God and Nature have made mee your Daughter ; far if 
you will tot permit mee to eſbive and breath the 4yre of Florence, Iwill ſhortly hazard my 
life to enjoy that of heaven * for already this my inforced exile hath brought mee to extreane 
iſcontent, and that almoſt to utter deſpaire. 
| AMARANTH A. 
Her Letter to her Siſter Babtiſtyna carryed this meſlage : 


AMARANTHA to BABTISTINA- 


Gr_s thou not be contented to live happy in Florence, but that thou muſt needs coii- 
ftraine our Father to make mee live miſerable here in Cardura? Is onr Siſter Jaquinta's 
blood already. cold, or is the wemory as well a: the manner and cauſe of ber death already of 


theeforgotten, ani ſo rakednup in the duſt of her Grave ? Indge with thy ſelfe ( if thou art not 


as devoid of judgement, as of affeFion and charity) what a palpable, yea what a groſſe 
and{ottiſh viceit is in thee, hereby to make thy ſelfe both guzlty of her pride, and Heire appa- 
rant to her malice. Iremember thoſe ingratefull crimes and vices ofhers towards ws with 


pitie, and Tpitty theſe of thy ſelfe to we with admiration, in that thou wilt not ſuffer mee to 


live at the comrteſie of oy onges, when thowevell knoweſt that thy life ſtands at the mercie of 
orine 5 Not that I ame either ſo malicious ts thee, or ſo uncharitable or undiſcreet to my ſelfe,to 
wiſh thee any diſaſter or danger to the prejudice of mine owne happineſſe,ana ſafety 5 for I de- 


fre all peace, affeFion, and atonement betwixt us - the which if thou wilt grant mee, 


caufeng our Father ſpeedily to recall mee home 10 Florence, he ſhall thenſee, and thou aſſure 
, that I will bee as much thy Handmaid as thy Siſter, and that Twill farre ſooner both 
dpray for a good Husband far thee, then for my ſelfe © but if thou deny me this curte- 


fe, then not me, bus thy ſalfe, if the event and iſſne ofthis thy cruelty come too ſhort of 


thyhopes, and ſo (peradventwre) flie a pitch farre beyond thy expe@ ation. 
| | hes cot AMARANTHA- 


it: | 120; M ere” 3 EL 
Berwardso being thus charged by bisLady 4marauthe,for the ſafe and ſpeedy delive- 


rot theſe her two lettets,as alſoto-procure her Fathers and Siſters Anſwers tothem, 
Þioanmymoy mba 35 vg 

jon tn fy both)be delivers her her Fathers letter, in ſtead of 
herownegthie which wg.ſhe haſtily and purpoſely breaks up the ſeales 
Geo xd erty of,aud (ilently readvit to her 6 Rgroragr nd ah ao 


22803... 


whereheis no ſooher arrived at Strent his houſe, but mee- 
young Lady Babtiſizne,!and' thinking to deliver her letter (whether it 
ctr or | 
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then'sgaine pale withenvie,/ ſhee foldsitup, and commirting it to her pocket, ttur e; 
to Ber#ardo,and demands him for her Siſter 4mwarantha's Letter to her ſclfesfor(quoth 
ſhee) that which Fhave already read and peruſed;1s hers to-my Fathers when Bergar- 
do( as much anidzed at hiserrour, as afflicted athisfooliſh ſimplicity)reading the di- 
reftion of the ſecond Letter, and finding her ſpeeches and his miſtaking true, he then 

ives her her own Letter & deſires back the other for her Father,as alſo both their ans 
Row thereunto,for his Lady and Miſtreſſe Amarantha; whereunto, when ſhe had pe- 
raſed her cwne Letter, ſhe(with difdaine in her lookes,and malice in her eyes)teares 
her fathers letter before Berxnards's fare;and then returnes him this bitter anſwer: te/ 
that proud Girle thy Miftreſſe from me.that it is my Fathers pleaſure & mine that ſhe ſhall ſtay 
it Cardura and not ſee Florence till fhe receive other oraer fromms and for any further an- 
ſwer gither from onr Father,or my ſelfe, it is both a vanity &- a folly for her to expe: And ſo 

in-much choller and indignation) ſhe flies from-him, and violently throwes faſt the 

ooreagainſt hm. Berzardo,not expetting ſuch ſharp and cold emertainement, and 
{eeing 1 now wholly impoſſible for him to have any accefleto $trenz,or anſwer from 
Babtiſftyna, he l:aves Florence, and ſpeedily returnes to Caraxrato his Lady Amarantha, 
to: whom hee punCtually and fully relates the bitter reply, and ſharpe and prond an- 
' fwer which her Siſter Babtiſtyna had given and ſent her, and leaveth not a ſyllable un- 
rehearſed, but onely lilencerh his miftaking, in giving of her her Fathers Letrer in 
ſtead of her owne, as right now wee underſtood, 

Amaranthais all inflamed with choller at this proud and cruell carriage of her $iſtcr 
Babtiſlzna towards her, yea the remembrance thereof, ſo tranſporteth her thoughts 
with cnvy, and her heart with revenge againſt her, that ſhe vowes ſhre reuhercan, 
ror will brooke it at her hands; and here, not hearkening either toReaſon, or Reh- 
gion, or to her Conſcience, or Soule, ſhe now vialently ſeduced, and exaſperatcd by 
the Devill, doth refreſh revive her old malice, and reſumes her former pernicious re- 
folutions to her Siſter Babtiſtyna : Shee hath neither the wit, much leſt the grace; to 
conſider, That choller mcreaſeth her owne tormentand mifery, and-that it we van- 
quith not our owne maliceand revenge, it ismore to be feared then doubted, that it 
will inthe end both vanquiſhand ruineus. She hath formerly conſented to poyſon 
her eldeſt Siſter 7aquinta, and now ſhe likewiſe vowes, thatſhe will cauſe her elder 
Siſter Babtiftynacither to be poyſon'd or piſtoll'd'to death;butwhich of theſe tomake 
choyce of as Jet ſhe is irreſolute, and upen this bloudy bulinefſe her thoughts cunne 
incefiantlytoher heart, as ſo many linesto their centre. Othatſoyoung aLady, and 
ſoſweer a beauty ſhould make her ſelfevacceflary and guilty ob fo foule and mbu+ 
mane crimes 3 burthis I may write to her ſhame, andthe Reader way pleaſe tow» 
ſerve it to his comfort, and retaine to his inſtruftion 5 That had ſheehadthe grace to 
bavebeene formerly {orrowfull and repentant for ber firſt Murther; The had then.ne+ 
ver ops; ſo farre, asto have made her ſelfe guilty ofcontriving and refolvinga 

Babtifiz x bath a chamber- maid named Piezys,of ſome twenty foure.youres Old, who 
wasfarre more farrethet rich, as being heire tomuch beaury, thoughrono lands, of 
eſtate 3 & having heretofore for ſome trivial reſpects fometunesincurreethe'angerdc 
diſpleaſure of her Lady,and for the ſame received many aſharp word,and bitter blow 
from her,as'being a freerGentlewoman of her hands, then 2: hot purſe; She now ac- 
-glaſle of hers,her Lady op 


cidentally chancing to break a faire rich looki 
tyernecdively beat her ; buralſo withour pi 


eholifire bourktercliomber bc againeand 
tanks not (will lodged, norher extraction 
kwiy nſjbleofthis her difyrace;! 
(paths Nan to 
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there are many of boththele places, who thatit was onely her'hitred to Bup» 
tiſtyna, and her atteftion to Amwarantha; which drew her to this reſolutions yet there 
are divers others both of Florence, Caralyre, and Piſbara, who (better acquainted with 
Pierga, and her ſecrets) have ſolidly affirmed romee, that it was wholly her affecti- 
onto Bernardo, which was the trueſt reaſon, and ſtrongeſt motive thereof, and the 
event and iflueec of this — will confute the firft, to confirme this ſ-cond opinion 
of theſe her deliberations and reſolutions; For, for the terme of at leaſt three or 
foure yeeres heretofore, Pierya was knowne to be paſſionately in love with Bernardo, 
and ſhe had imployed many tr:ends towards him,/to per[wade and draw him to mat- 
ry her; but he was ſtill as averſe, as ſhe forwatd'iin this ſute : For although he were 
enamoured of her beauty, and loved: her tall and ſlender perſonage, yet hee hated 
her poverty.,and(becauſe of ſome ſmalllands and meanes he had) as he thought kim- 
ſelfe too good to be her Huſband, fo ſhe in regard of her beauty, youth and chaſtity, 
both highly and infinitely diſdained to be his ſtrumpetz and indeed the paſſage and 
preceſle of theſe their affections was not from time'to time unknowne to Amarantha. 
Pierya isas welcome to Amarantha, as Baptiſtyma is ſorrowfull for her departure, and 
the youngeſt liſter now entertaines hex with as much courtelie, as the eldeſt former- 
ly retamed her with cruelty : As for Berne-do, hee inwardly delights, though out- 
wardly will not ſeemeto rejoyce im her company, and ſo gives her his eyes, though 
not his heartz And for Pierya, her earriage was ſo modeſt, and yet withall ſo re- 
{ſpective to him, as if thee endavoured to make it her chiefelt ambition and glory, 
lin her vertues and chaſtity ſhould make as true and as perfect a conqueſt of his 
heart, as her beauty had of his eyes: As for Baptiſtyna (her 2v0ndam Lady) ſhee is 
now angry with her ſclfe, as ſoone as ſhe knew ot her departure from her 3 but when 
ſhee underſtands that Pierys is fled to Cardura, and: lives with her diſcontented ſiſter 
Amarantha, then (under hand) ſhee makes ſtrong meanes to her ceturne againe to her 
ſervivce, intimating to her, that ſhee is ready to redeeme her former diſcourtefie to- 
wards her, both with acknowledgement and requitall. But theſc her hopes will de- 
ceive her, for ſhee will finde, that errours are not ſo ſoone repaired as committed, 
and that her want of kindneſſe to her Chamber-maid Pierya may in theend ( per- 
chance) prove cruelty to her ſelfe. Pijerya is deafe to all theſe her requeſts, and in- 
deavours rather to tye her ſelfe to Amarantha his new affeCtion, then to Baptiſtyna bis 
old unkindneſle, as preferring the courteſie of the firſt to the choller and invignati» 
otrof the ſecond. On the other fide, Amaraztha is glad of this reſolution of her new 
Maid, Pierya3' for the Divell being ftill at her elbow, hee continually ſets fire to het 
malice, and (as infernall incendiary) perpetually blowes the coles to her revenge a- 
ainſt her Siſter Baptiſtyna; yea, and nowne {0 captivateth her ſoule, and extingm-» 
th her devotion and zeake towards heaven, that (I write it with pity and ſorrow, 
and not with'paſſion, but compaſſion) ſhe had neither the power to pry,nor the hap- 
oe or grace; either to frequent the Church for Gods ſake, or todefire Gods pre- 
enccand affiſtancc for herowne : "No, no, Such thoughts of piety were farre from 
herprophane thaughts and minde 3 for 'as her beſt blood, ſo her beſt zeale waspow 
corrupredand polluted with revenge towards het Siſter. And here, as a wretched 

| Hally ahd'n bloody Sifter, the doth yet fatte worſe : For (by the Divells ſuggeſtion) 
ſhe affimes this horrible tefolution, not onely to ingage and hazard her ſelfe, but 
others thetent;ad ſhe tooke# pride; and conceived a gory, not to ſhipwracke her ſelfe 
&confound andcaſtawayvthers with het for company in this prodigious 


and lamentable buſineſſes 'ofhiers. The manner is thus : 
off ndwes; that by teaforfof her ſtrift exile in Cardara, ſhee muſt needes imploy 
rad agents, thier to poyfon or murther this her Siſter Baptiſt5na in Flo+ 
Fett artd therefore thee thinkes none fo fit andproper toattempt and performe it, 
atherdidirifty ſervant Berwtdoatd herinew maid Pierye his ſweetheart, whom (by 
9 degfes) thee poſely drawes and vligeth to her by gifts and promiſes; pos" 
he - 9 | | reaſon 


\ 
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reaſon for thisconceipt and opinionof hers, that they will concurre with her in this 
bloody faQ, . isderived from this foundation -andground,; that Love and Money may 
ealily.a&t wonders in the hearts and minds of thoſe who deſire the one, and want the 
other; as alſo, for that ſhe perfely knowes, that for many yeeres Pierja hath deep- 
ly loved Bermrurdo, and dearely defired and wiſhed him for her Huſband, and that 
he hath ever affeCted her, but onely diſliked her poverty : Wherefore believing 
that ſhe would doe muchfor the obtaining of this Huſband, and hee for preferment 
and gold, ſhe isreſolute in making this her bloody propoſition to them; when not 
caringany more to write to her Father, ſhee is now as haſty as bloody in her malice 
and revenge towards her Siſterz and ſo impatient of delay (and without any fur- 
ther conſideration with her ſelfe, or conſultation either with her ſoule,or with God) 
ſhee taking time at advantage, firſt breakes with .Pierye about this bloody bulineſle, 
adding withall, that her deſire and reſolution is to have her Siſter Bapt-ſiyna ſtifled 
in her bed; For now the Divell hath caſt off her reſolutions from poyſon or ponyard 3 
to whicheffeCt, ſhe promileth to gaine her Bernardo to her Huſband, and to give 
them wherewithall to maintaine themſelves well being marryed, if fhee will conſent 
with him to undertake and performe her requeſt : which profers and promiſes of 
her Lady doe found {o ſweetly in poore Pjerya s cares, and worke fo deepe an impref- 
fion in her heart, eſpecially that ſhee ſball hereby injoy Berraras fur her Huſband, 
whom ſhe loves farre dearer than her owne life, that being wholly vanquiſhed with 
the conſideration thereof, as alſo inchanted with the ſweet melody of her Lagics 
fagred perlwahions, ſhee without any feare or thought uf God, as an inconſidc- 
rate and graceleſle Maiden) yeelds to her ungodly and inhumane requeſts z who 
then ſwearing her to ſecrecie, ſhe within a day or two after, likewiſe boardeth her 
ſervant Bernardo upon this bloody buſineſſe, the which if- hee will performe for her, 
and take 7ierza to his wife, ſhee faithfully pre miſeth to give him 150. Duka- 
tons of yeerely Annuity, during his hfe, - and to remaine their true and conſtant 
friend for ever. At firſt Bernardo wondereth and ſtaggereth at the bearing of this 
cruell and lamentable projet, as amazed and aſtoniſhed thereat, as if hee were now 
ſo good a Chriſtian, that Grace triumphed above Nature in his heart, and God 
above Satan in his ſoule; but atlaſt, being deeply inamoured of Pierga's delicate 
youth and beauty, which he likes well, ' and of this voy; ſumme of gold for their: 


giving of them this gold, becauſe it is the price 
,'T bis lamentable (becauſe finfull) compa, 
Bok Þ cloſe and thcke tothe mmon 
Pzerge fall to cloſe and thicke tothar amorous. kiſles,' as! being dei 

body, as already they are in heart andamind, they requeſt their Lady 
ſbe pleaſe 20 permit ahem 10.finih and conſuramate their marciage | 
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befbre they perpetyate the murthicr ofher Sifter Babtiſtyna; but ſhe (who was clearer 


wihetatalite andrevengt to. her ſaid Siſter, then they in their judgements 
and affections $6: thaidielees) coaltdering that this ſeale.of their marriage was the 
aredt tieand Girdizn kmatfor thei © pettormcand'finiſh her deſire, the which, if 
K wore orice (olemaizded;; thentheir devotion and zeale thereunto might (peradven- 
ture) afkret wainls; eithde grbw cold; or freeze, if not ſhortly wither and die away upoti 
the deligne, | {bee {trodglyoppolesandcontradidts it, asaftirming they ſhall firſt di- 
ſpatch lr (iſteebefore thdy m ircy 4 the whick Bernurdo weltobſerving and confide- 
ring; he thankes 3tno folly-thr/bim to ledrne by her, and (o to make her diſcretion his ! 
thetefore that this avarther beinjtionce committed, ſhze might after at her plea- 
fiireir Hoke her yerball Annuity given hid; the-which ro-prevent (and ſo two bees 
wilt in hiscovttouſntff>, as ſhee whs'crucH-and bloody in her bounty) hee tells his 
«tba; that according toher deltre, hee will willingly deferre his marriape 
tiltheo; but \eathall, hombly "___ her togive him hevpromiſed Annuity writ- 
tep ind ſighed ath her owne hand }/'the which, becauſe ſhee cannot well refuſe; ſhe 
then aod thert doth-in thefetermess! 


| Niconſoaer mien; | that my ſervant Bernardo doe efpaide, arid tuke to his wife myChnin- 
 her-regid Preryn, . I doepromiſe, :thut (after the corfunniation thereof) uvon ney frabts- 
ty awd howows, I'll yeerely give andpay unto the ſaxd Bernardo, or his Alſignes, during 
al the terme of \bis life, "the fall and imtire ſumme of ont hundred and fifty Duckatons of 
Florence Money; indin mittee and teftivrony of this truth, Thereanto ſabſigne wy Name - 


|  ' AMARANTHA- 


A promiſe and contrat' written with more blood! than inke; or rather not with 
inke, but wholly with blood, and which therefore 'God; in- his divine providence, 
may hereafter produce, and bring to light, to ferve-asa powerfull witneſle, and In- 
ſtroment of:his glory, and; peradventure, to the infamy and! confuſion of thoſe whs 
gave andeeceived it. : 1» 

' 1awrantbbkdving thus given this promiſe to Bernardo, and likewiſe received his, 
and his itnterided wifes Pierya's oaths in counterchange,ſhe now thinkes with her (clfe, 
that (heo nuſtagaine returne Prierya to Florence, and by ſome (lic hypocrifie, tb re 
itiveſt and ſchew her anew into her old Lady, Bubtiſtyna's (ttvice: thereby to be the 
more'able and/fit to diſpatch her. Now as ſhee ts malicioufly rutinaring of this in< 
vention, there falls out an;accidene,” which ſeemes both to favout her hopes, and to 
further her defires and expectation herein : For by this time; Babti/tynx writes over 
to Malevols, to deale fecretly and ferioutly with Pterya for het returne to Florence to 
het ſervice, and'\that:ſhee ſhall finde Ker welcome to exceed her expeCation and de 
lires:. $9 the truth isappatant; that Piers (inſtrafted by the Premifgs) now needs not 
many great perſwaſions from Malevols, 'to draw her to conſent to this tefolation 3'fbr 
as lieand her Berza7do receive the firſtmotion of this (unexpeCted) newes with joy, 
ſo4maranhaimbracetiand ententainegit with delight z and now their laſt conſulta- 
tiowisheld betweene then, abvut the conclufion and finiſhing of this mournfiill bu- 
ſineſſe..: To which-end, fie44 isdifparched for Florence, and the fifreenth day after; 
Bernargois likewiſe ſecretlyand preciſely toarrive there to her by night, and then is 
thoditedt appoimed tine for them vg-dlofe and (hut up this Tragedie- Wee muſt 
now allow-and'coticeive Fierysro beanie enterrtamed of Her old Lady Babtiſtyna it! 
Florence; with much coortefie arid joy 3' and for theſeale #nd Girment of this their re- 
yprocall recoticih therLady'gives hera tiew blacke wrought Silke Gowne, an& 
racks Perticoary-:che which (as a-treeherous diffembling wretch) ſhee 
rdceiveofher with mich comearitard'thankf flat, the which yet we ſhalt 
rtequite wie moſt nhbozane wisingtatitedes for her _ 
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lire. of marriage, and longing for a Huſband, makes her thinke 'every houre ten, 'be- 
fqrethe fiſteemth day bearrived, | and for herilate Lady Amaranthe, (who ſees by no 
gther eyes, but by thoſe of. malice and:revenge towards her'Sifter) ſhe thinkes every 
day an age, before (he heare of her:difpatch.  Atthe expiration of which: time (ac- 
cording to their former, agreeinent): Bernardo arrived bynight at Sfrerj his houſe 
1o.Florence, aridiat one;af the Clocke after midnight; he findes the little Garden doore 
open, afid his 77er 29; ther& purpoſely tor. receiverand welcome him ; ſo they 57% 779 
their meeting with kiſſes; Shee leads him by the hand to the outer doore of her a+: 
dies chamber,and they tworhaving agreed on the manner howto ſtifle her m her bed, 
ſhe had there to: that purpoſe, provided two pillowes, keepes one, and gives him an- 
other to effectit : Thefeamiſerable:wretches :(for the mord ſecrecie) put off their 
ſhoes, and out the candles, and the darknefle ofthe Moone,ahd the xV air of the 
night,ſeeming to conſpire+to their.conſpiracie;they foftly enter her chamber, ome 
by one (ide, and;the other by the other, where unfortunate Babtiſiyna lying ſoundly 
{leepiog and ſnoring, they ſtifle her with their pillowes, and then a little whiles after, 
thru(t a handkercher into her mouth, and their fury.and:mialice was ſo fierce and im- 
placable towards her, as ſhe hath neither grace to ſpeake, nor power to ſcreech or to 
cry Thus ſhe who had formerly poyfaned herelder fiſter 7agninte,isnowalſo cruell 
wurthesed by the trechery of her youngeſt 4meranthe, which makesmecryoutan 
ſay :.0 Lord,.as thou art intrrenſe in thy.qnercy, ſs thow art inſerutable in thy judgements,'and 
that thereſore as we ought fot.j0.we 6annot refeft his divine power and eternall preordination. 
. . Bernardo and Pierya(as two limbes afthe Divell) having finiſhed this cruellowar- 
ther on Babtiſiyna, they leave her breathleſſe body on her bed, and then withdrawing 
themſclyes.from hex Chamber, they ſoftly pull faſt the doore, which had a Spring- 
locke, and then ſhee ſecretly throwesin the key within fide, at a private hole, or 
cranny 3 when.her Sweet-heart and her ſelfe deſcended the ftaires,: and with won- 
derfull ſilence {talke away to the Garden, [without the Poſterne doore: whereof, his 
horſe, tied up toan Tron ring in the wall, awaited and attended /hims where with a 
multitude of killes they paxt, hee faithfully promiſing þer to return to-heragaine at 
Florence within a moneth after at moſt, and then to marry her : So whitles Pieryanow 
(inthe depth and dead of this diſmall night). betakes her'ſclfe to her bed; andthere 
(as devoyd of feare as of Grace) {leeps ſoundly, her Sweet-heart Berbards, thatvery 
obſcure night, gallops thorow the ſtreets of Florence tawards the gate-which leadsto 
Piftoia, where God (in all ſeeing providence) cauſcth his horſe to ſtumble, and fall 
with him tothe ground, whereof] he brake his necke,and preſently dietd;and his horſe 
then riling, flies from bim ſtraglingly in the ſtreets, leaving the breathleſſe corps. of 
Bernardo inthe ſtreet, havin = bappineſle eitherto'eryor utter-one wordatthis 
his ſudden and diſaſterous death; God having ſo ordained anddecteecd in his Star- 
chamber of Heaven, that although for the murthering of the Lady ;Babtiſtyna heide- 
{eryeda more {haggefullend,yet that this poore horſe whichbrought him to Florence, 
{bquld at the ſamEtime.and placebe his executioner, 'as:alfo that there was-ſcarce 
one houre betweene his crime and; bis puniſhment; betweene her murther and his 
owne death: AnaG andexample.of Gods Juſtice, w of allmentaknowcand 


rith; emember;{oſecretand ſacredarethe judgements 

of the Lord. of Hoſts. All.that night Berwdre's, dead body lay gined in hs blood 
(which abundantly iflued forth his mauth,) as alſo.in the dirt of the ixect;uneſpied of 
any mortall eye; butas ſoone #5 the morning began toappenre thorawthe windowes 
of Heaven, En 1t was » and: l;keyiſe to;be.done by the fall off a horſe, whereof 
is necke, the beholders Jaw, was-broken,.the which the ſooner they wiere induced 
| 16d to believe, begaiſe they likewiſe found a horſe-neere him firaght uy 


ects without his jv: z, This:his.dead:l 
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fore gominared promife of a yeerely Annuity, whiclv wee have formerly under{tood 
Amwaranthd gave him :' Whereupon,they kaowing the Lady Amaranthato be Seignior 
Leon 4o $trevi his daughter; and; by rhisnote, confidently believingithis deadman 
to. be the farms Bir ds; rand hes be Amarnthi's ſervant, they (without onte ful- 
' pecting ordretiming ot any manthevocmmriged by av holdir apart vf their office 
and quey toaggbamt Srra;;hevewitt” Biit rhe'newes of this dead found Corps rat- 
lng thorowtheſtreets gf the Citygitrdevinoerh this care of theirs, and ſo ſpeedily ar« 
rayes 10 Strom his houſe [before ham; "whereat Peryid CEO fornothing leſle) 
tkes ſohot baallgnimobbriecte, fete; andefpaire, that her guilty thoughts and 
eat{acnceitefominy Blood-hognds):froll protging her, ſhee ſeeing thisunlook'd 
for difaſteranddeathof het Bern os to be afi aft of God, /and a blow from Heaven, 
whichinfalltbly-predicted both hetdanget and death ; ſhee therefore preſently flics 
outadoores,end.(withyriuch celevity;” and more'feare) betakes her ſ{elfe tothe leaſt 
frequtentedand molt romoteſt ſtreersof the City for herſafery. By this time the Cri- 
minall ofticersare arrrvetdiat $:rew7;houſe, whom they acquaint with this mournfull 
2cctdent, ſhew-him this'affitrance-of ——__ inquire ofhim if it be the Lady 4- 
tiefuntha his Daughters hand, as alfo the dead oorps,and if this were her ſervant, who 
with a countena mpoſed of aftoniſhment;feareand ſorrow) acknowlegdeth to 
ex1;that iris his Daughter Aaravtds's owne hand writig,and the dead perſonage 
tobeherſerving-man Bernardo » Whereupoty they confidently believe, and he ſor- 
rowfully feares, that this death of his; and thataſſurance of hers, doth either import 
or inglude ſome greater diſaſter arid: misfortutiez Whereupon, they againe modeſts 
ly, y&t jiirtdically; demand of him-for his Daughter Am2arantha, and her Chamber- 
maid; Pzerye,- who retarnes them this anſwer - that the firſt is at his Mannor of Car- 
dura, neere Fiftote, and the Tecond here in his houſe, and now ſerving his eldeſt 
Dau Exhtiftynas 'they demand toſpeake with Pierya, whom hee cauſeth to be 
tinall places of histhoufe, but ſhe 1s not'to be found, ſo he ſends to looke her 
in his Daughters Chamber, her Miſtreſle, but his ſervants returne and report, - that the 
doare of that Chamber is falt lock'd,and that they can getno ſpeech either of her, or 
of the Lady Baktifiznaz which'anfwer of theirs doth exceedingly augment the jealou- 
Ge ofthe Judges.and the feare of the Father -So they all reſolve to aſcend themſelves 
to that Chamber,where they aloud 'aguine:calling both the Lady and her maid, and 
hearing no anſwer of either of then, 'they' inſtantly cauſe the doore to be forced 
vpn, where (contraryto their expectation) they find the Lady Babtiſtina dead, and 
wellnpere cold in her bed, and cauting her body tobe ſecretly ſearched by ſome Chi- 
Roon5and neghbourGentlewomen; rhcey areal of opinion, that ſhee is unddub- 
tedly. [ſtifled mn þer bed; and her face very much blacke and ſwolne with ftruggl 
for life againſt death: They are amazed, and hey father $rrexialmott drowned iv h 
ſorrawfyll teares at the ſight of this deplorable accident, and \mournfull ſpetades 
and therefore what to ſay, ov how to beare himſelfe hotein he knowes not: | 
 Butthe Judgesupon farther knowledge 'and eonſfjderation of the flight of Pieryu, 
the death of Fortrzr do, and the promiſed Anmuity'of 4waroxheupon their marriage 
(26 K were prompted by God) doe vehemently faſpett and believe that they all three 
wereundoubtedly conſenting and guilty of Bebtifizd'rdeath, notwithſtanding that 
the Key of her Chamber was found throwne in within fide : So they preſently leave 
this ſarrawfull Father to' his teares, and beraking themſelves to their Seat of Juſtice, 
doe inſtantly cauſe all the-Gates of the Citytobe ſhut, 'and a firidt and curious ſearch 
tobeniade 10 all parts thereof; for the:apprehenfion of Pierys which (in their zeale 
and honour to ſacred Juſtice) they performe with ſomuckeare and ſpeed, as within 
three baures after ſhe is found out, arc apprehended in an Atints houſe of hers, who 
wa 8,p6ore woman and aLandrefic of chi Cirymamed'Elamora Fracaſa- The Judges 
being preſently'advertifed hereof, convent her before them, and (by vertue of thi 
Annuity) ebargt both herand het lover Berrardp tobe the aftors, and Amararthd to 
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lire. of marriage, and longing for a Huſband, makes herthinke 'every houre ten, ''be- 
fqreche fiſteemth day bearrived, and for -herlate Lady Amarantha, (who ſees by no 
gther eyes, but by thoſe of. malice and revenge towards her Siſter) the thinkes every 
day an age, before ſhe heare of her:diſpatch.' | Atthe expiration of which: time (ac- 
cording to their former agreeinent): Bernirdo arrived by night at Syrer; his houſe 
ia.Florence, ajidiat one-afthe Clocke after midnight; he findes the little Garden doore 
open, afid his fer 59; therEpurpolely tor. receiverand welcome him ; fo they beginne 
their meeting with kiſſes, Shee leads him by the hand to the outer doore of her La+ 
dies chamber,and they tworhaving agreed on the manner /howto ſtifle her m her bed, 
ſhe had there to: that purpbſe, provided two pillowes, keepes one; and gives him an- 
other to effectit : Theſe amiſerable:wretches (for the morde ſecrecie) put off their 
ſhooes, and out the candles; and the darknefle ofthe Moone,ahd the LV ater of the 
night,ſeenming to conſpire'to their.conſpiracie;they foftly enter her chamber, ops 
by.one (ide, andthe other by the other, where unfortunate Babtiſiyna lying ſoundly 
{leepiog-and ſnoring, they ſtifle ber with their pillowes,and then a little whales after, 
thrult a handkercher into her mouth, and their fury.and'nialice was ſo fierce and im- 
placable towards her, as ſhe hath neither grace to ſpeake, nor power to ſcreech or to 
cry.) Thusſhe who had formerly poyſaned herelder filter Taqnints,isnowalſo cruell 
murthered. by the trechery of her youngeſt 4meranthe, which makesmecryoutan 
ſay :.0 Lord,.4s thou art intenſe in thy,quercy, ſs thowart inſerutable in thy judge and 
that thereſore as we ought not jo we cannot refeft his divine power and eteruall preordination. 
Bernardo and Pierya(as two limbes af the Divell) having finiſhed this cruel} mur- 
ther on Babtiſizna, they leave her breathleſſe body on her bed, and then withdrawing 
themſelyes from her Chamber, they ſoftly pull faſt the doore, which had a Spring- 
locke, and then ſhee ſecretly throwesin the key within fide, at a private hole, or 
cranny 3 whenher Sweet-heart andher ſelfe deſcended the ſtaires,: and with won- 
derftull Gilence (talke away to the Garden, without the Polterne doore: whereof, his 


then riſing, flies from bjm "raglingly 


Bernardo 1n the ſtreet, having not t _—_ eitherto'cryor utter one/word at this 


his ſudden and diſaſterous death; God 
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fore gominared promifeof a yeerely Annuity, which wee have formerly underſtood 
Amaranth gave him :' Whereupon,they kgowing the Lady 4Amaranthato be Seignior 
Leon do Streni his daughter, and; by. ehisnots, confidently believing:this deadman 
tobe the ſame Bernubds; randheeth be Amaventhi's ſervant, they (without onte ſul- 
' pecting or dreaming of ary} mantherocmtrinedby aye” holdit a'part vf their office 
and quy toaggbamt Srraz;hevewitts.” Bit rhewnewes of this dead found Corps rat- 
lng thorowthoſtreets gf the Citygitdevincerh this care oftheirs, and ſo ſpeedily ar« 


ayes 19 Strom his houſe /before hems "wherent P3eryid (looking fornothing lefle) 


takes ſohor bh allgnimpbpricte, faite, anddefpaire, that her guilty thoughts and 
earifaacncedditeſfomany Blood-hognds) fill purſuing het; ſhee ſeemg this unlook'd 
for difaſteranddeativof het Bernods to be afi aft of God, /and a blow from Heaven, 
whickinfallibly-prediftet both her danger anddeath ; ſhee therefore preſently flies 
outadoores, end. (with:much celevity.” and more'feare) betakes her ſ{elfe tothe leaſt 
frequtentedand moſt remoteſt ſtreerof the City for her ſafety. By this time the Cri- 
mill ofticersare arrrvediat $:ew7; houſe, whom they acquaint with this mournfull 
20ctgdent, ſhew-him this'affiirance-of Annuity,and inquire ofhim if it be the Lady 4- 
nigfuntha his Daughters hand, as alfo the dead oorps,and if this were her ſervant, who 
wth & coudtenance compoſed of aſtoniſhment;feare and ſorrow) acknowlegdeth to 
&y1;that irs his Daughter A;xarabs's owne hand writmg,and the dead perſonage 
to-beherſervemg-man Bernardo » Whereupoty they confidently believe, and he ſor- 
rowfally feares, thatthis death of his; and thataſfurance of hers, dorh either import 
or inglude ſome greater diſaſter arid/mmisfortuties Whereupon, they againe modeſts 
ly, yet jiirtdically, demand of him/for his Daughter Amerantha, and her Chamber- 
maid; P7erys,'- who retarnes them this anſwer that the firſt is at his Mannor of Car- 
dura, necre Fiftote, and the ſecond here in his houſe, and now ſerving his eldeſt 
Dau Eahtiftyna; they demand toſpeake with Perya, whom hee cauſcth to be 
tinall places of histhoufe, but fhe is not to be found, ſo he ſends to looke her 
in his Daughters Chamber, her Miſtreſle, but his ſervants returne and report, -that the 
doare of that Chamber is falt lock'd,and that they can getno ſpeech either of her, or 
of the Lady Bahtiſizna;, which'anfwer of theirs doth exceedingly augment the jealou- 
Ge ofthe Judges.and the feare of the Father :$0 they all refolve to aſcend themſelves 
to that Chamber,where they aloud 'aguine:calling both the Lady and her maid, and 
hearing no anſwer of either. of then, 'they inſtantly cauſe the doore to be forced 
open where (gontraryto their expectation) they find the Lady Babtiſtiza dead, and 
well npere cold in her bed, aid canling her body tobe ſecretly ſearched by ſome Chi- 
eonsand neghbourGentlewomen; they areall of opinion, that ſhee is unddub- 
tedly [ſhfled in her bed, and her face very much blacke and ſwolne with ftruggli 
for life againſt death: They are amazed, and hey father Srrexialmott drowned iv 
lorrawtyll tearesat the ſtght of this deplorable accident, and mournfull ſpetades 
and therefore what to ſay, or how to beare himſelfe herein he knowes nor. | 
; Burthe Judgesupan farther knowledge 'and conſideration of the flight of Pierya, 
the death of Ferizzr do, and the promiſed Annuity'of 4Awaranrheupon their marriage 
(26 K were prompted by God) doe vehemently ſa{pett and believe that they all three 
were undoubtedly — and guilty of Bebtiff5xa'r death, notwithſtanding that 
the Keyofther Chamber was found throwne in within fide : So they preſently leave 
this ſarrawfull Father to' his teares, and betaking themſelves to their Seat of Juſtice, 
doe inſtently cauſe allthe-Gates of the Citytobe ſhut, "and a firidt and curious ſearch 
tobemade 10 all parts thereof; for theiapprehenfion of Pierys which (in their zeale 
and honour to ſacred Juſtice) they performe with ſo muckeare and peed, as within 
three boures after ſhe is found out, 'andapprehended in an Atints houſe of hers, who 
Way 8,poore woman and a Landrefic of har Cirqumaaned Blewors Fracaſa- T he Judges 
being preſently'advertiſed hereof; convent her before them, and (by vertue of thi 
Annuity) charge both herand her lover Bermards tobe the aftors, and 4Amaranthd to 
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be at leaſt acce{lary,if not the Authour,with them ot murthering of Baptiſt3a;ſhe can 
hardly ſpeake for teares at this her examination, becanſe herfighes ill cut her words 
mpiecrs; and-yet ſhe 1s ſo farre from grace and-zepentance;'/as at fir{t ſhe ſtoutly de- 
nies all, and boldly aftirmes, that both.«graravtha, Bernarde,and her (elfe, were 

way innotent of attempringany thipgagainit Babtiftna's life,& that if ſhe were ind, 
ſhce dicd ovely of-a naratall.death-by4he appointment of: God, and nootherwiſe, 
and to this anfter-of hets?the: Divell had: made her ſo __—_ thee added many 
fearefull oathes and deprecations, both: for her owne and their juſtification 5 bue 
yer(notwithſtanding thi her Apologie)theſe grave and cleere-ſighted Judges are ſo 
tarte from diminiſhing, as they augment their ſuſpition both of her and:them, and fo 
commit her to priſon, and forthwith to the racke. - At the pronouncing of which 
Sentence, Pierysis much daunted, ſeemes to let fall-ſorne ofher former fortitude atid 
conſtancie, and to burſt forth into many paſſionate teares,fighes and .exclamations; 
but they wiltnothing availe her : - For, ſeeing her pretended Huſband Berwardo dead, 
in whom lived the imaginary joyes of -her heart, ſhee ſo fainted, as at the very firſt 
ſighe ofthe Racke (with ſome teares,and more fetcht ſighes) ſhe confeſſed to 
her. Judges, that ſheand Bernardo had fHifled her Lady Babtiftna in her bed; \ bur ſtill 
conſtantly aftirmed that her ſiſter Amwarantha was —_y innocent thereof, flattering 
her ſelfe with this hope, that for thus her clearing of her Lady Amaranthefrom this 
crime and danger, he (in requitall thereof ) could doe no lefle than bea meanesto 
procurea pardon for her life : Bux theſe hopesof hers will deceive her, and flie as 
faſt from her hereafter, as ever ſhe formerly did from God, So the (in de- 
teſtation of this her foule and bloody crime)adjudge her to-be _—_ for the ſame ; 
but firſt they ſend her backe to priſon, and the oy next morning, before breake of 
day, they ſecretly ſend away three of their 7-bjeres (or Sergeants) to.Cardara, to fetch 
the Lady Amaranthato Florence, being very confident (notwithſtanding Pjerya'r de- 
niall) that ſhee likewiſe had a deepe finger and ſhare 'in her Siſter Babtiſtyna's 
murther. 

Amaraentha not dreaming in Cerdxra what had betidedin Florence to) Bernartl3'and 
Pierya, but flattering her ſelfe with much hope and joy,thatby this time they had'un- 
doubtedly made away her ſiſter Babtiſlyza, & conſequently that ſhe ſhould for! re- 
viſit Florence, and there dominere alone, and obtaine ſome gallant Cavallier of her 
Father for her Huſband 3 ſhe in expeCtance of her ſervant Bernardo his teturne, and of 
his pleaſing newes, had that day (as it were, ina bravery and triumph) purpoſely 
dighted her ſelfe upin her beſt attire,and richeſt apparell;and fo braking her ſelfe to 
herChamber,and to that window which looked towards Florence,ſhewith a longing 
deſire expeGteth every minute when he will arrivez when about ten of the clocke be- 
fore dinner (contrary to her expeCtation)ſhee ſees three men toenterintothe houſe, 
apparelled 'as Flerentiner, whereat ſhee much muſeth and wondereth ;' as ot 
knowing what they, or their comming ſhould import. Theſe three having 
entred the houſe, they are brought tothe Governeſle Maevols, who:brings them to 

ber young Lady Amaranthain her Chamber 3 to whom (with a difſembling eonfi- 
dence) they report to her, That Seigzior Strevi her Father, hath ſentthem ts ton- 
du& and accompany her ſpeedily to Florence. 4Amaranthainquires of them'for herFa- 
thers Letters tothat effeft, whereunta one of the ſubtilleſt of them makes anſwer ve- 
ry (lily and artificially to, her, that her Fathers haſte, and her preferinent, would 
not permit him to write to her, for| that hee perfeftly knew from him, bee was now 
upon matching her toa rich and noble Huſband : Her Guvemeſle Malevols likewiſe 
demands of thew, if be hag not written to ber ſelfe., they anſwerno, but thathe bad 
hem tell-her, that be willed -hex without delay to bring away his Daughter 4miavar- 
tha with her, and themſelves to Florence by Coach, and onely one Foot-boy, The Pu- 
pilland Governefſe conſult hereon, 'and the very name of a Huſband makes the firſt 
as willing asthe ſecond ig difcontented to gee to Flartnce without a Letter z but the 
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policie of the Sergeants ſo prevaile with the ſimplicity of this young Lady ,, and old 
Gentlewoman, that they. ſpeedily pack up their Trunks, ſodine: and then take 
Coach and Horſe, and away tor Florence 3 during which ſhort journey,although the 
mirth and joy of Amranths begreat , yet ſhe findes ſo many ditferentreludtations, 
andextravagant thoughts in her minde at the abſence and filence of her: ran Berri: 
do, as ſhe cannot poſſibly againe refraine from muſing and wondering'theregt; -F hey 
all arrive at Florence, where theſe Sergeants (having learnttheir parts well, angadt? 
ing them better) in ſtead of Amarantha's Fathers houſe, do clap her up cloſe pti{o- 
ner in the Common Goale of that City , notwithſtanding all her prayers and cries, 
ſighes and teares tothe contrary ; and then ſend her Governefle Malevota home tohep 
ſaid Father to advertiſe him hereof; who tearing the ſnow-white haire oft his head 
and beard atthis ſad newes, andextreamely fearing the dangerous conſequence of 
this deplorable accident, he (with teares in his eyes, ſorrow in his lookes,- and ſighes 
in his ſpeeches) repairs ſpeedily to the Judges,to whom ſorrowfully-and/humbly.caſt- 
ing himſelfe almoſt as low as their feet, he prayes them to think of his age; and of hig 
impriſoned Daughters youth,and that having unfortunately loſt his eldeſt Daughter, 
that they would not deprive him of his youngeſt, nor caſt her life away either upon 
bare preſumption or circumſtance, or upon the wrongfull reports and malice of his 
and herenemies : but theſe grave and Lynce-ey'd Magiſtrates (wholook as deepely 
into the priviledge and dignity of Juſtice, as he doth irito the paſſions of paternal af- 
fe&tion and nature) cut him off with this ſharpe reply, That they honour his age, and 
reſpe@ his Daughters youth, that ſhe ſhall have juſtice, and that by the lawes of Flo- 
rence he muſt expe&t no morez with which cold anſwer he returnes home to his 
houſe, as diſconſolate, as he came forth ſorrowfull, being not permitted, but defen- 
ded to ſee, or ſpeak with his Daughter Amaranthain priſon, only he hath permiſhon 
to bury his murthered Daughter Babtiſtyna » the which he performeth with far more 
griefe and ſorrow then ſolemnity. | 
The truth and decorum of this Hiſtory muſt now invite the Reader to viſite Ams- 
raxthain priſon, who being there debarr'd from ſpeaking with any, or any with her, 
. except (thoſe miſerable comforters) her Sergeants and Goalers, ſhe now ſeeing the. 
imminency of her danger, and fearing the aſſurance of her death, for that ſhe heard 
a ſecret inckling (from the lower Court , through her Chamber window) That: 
ber Sifter Babtiſtyna was murthered, her Mayd Pyeria impriſoned , and ſhe her ſelfe ve- 
bemeently ſuſpefFed the ſame : She ror aa now beginnes to think of her former 
ody crimes with repentance, and of theſe her inhumane cruelties towards hertwa. 
elder Siſters with contrition, and ſolemnely vowesto God, that if his divine Majeſty 
will-now pleaſe to ſave her life, ſhe will henceforth religiouſly redeeme the firlt 
and ſecond: with repentance. So inthe middeſt oftheſe good thoughts, though 
vaine defires:ahd wiſhes of hers, ſhe yet ſtill flattersher ſelfe with this poore hope, 
that if her man Bernardo be living;; \then her promiſed Annuity to him written with 
ber owne hand is ſtill ſure, and ierefore tacitly dead in hiscuſtody ; and that both 
heand 7jerya cannot any way wrong her withont infinitely wronging themſelves,and 
ngering- their. owne' lives > fo: atbeither:Judges have marter of \uſpicion, yet 
theycanhavenocauſc of death apainſther,orifperadventure they have,yetthatthe 
power of her Fathers greatneſle and friendsareſo prevalent in Florence and Tuſcany, 
that(if theworſt fall out) heandthep an obtain atleaſtherreprivall forthe prefent,, 
if got, her pardon for the future. But (conttarytoall theſe her weak & triviall hopes): 
E-VEry/nextimorning ſhe 1s ſent for before her Judgestoa ptivate examination;wlio 
a cr they had made a grave and tfehgious ſpeech toher}rhey demarnid her, firſt, if 
- po her ſervant Beriardbyiand Pies to \miurther. ber 'Sifter Baptiſtyna;; 
the. which (bee firmely: andeonſtartdy lenies3: Secondly; If fbeg bat not given an 
i. of -r50 Duckatons | during]his' life to marry-Picryia, the which ſhee likes: 
$thet they produceand hew it A aymhand wiitiog, wheie>! 
A | (0) at 


£2097: 


0 I "IR. OL — 


—_— OO CITES 


Gods Revenge againfi Mnrtber. Booke V. 
at(they meaſ; her heart by her countenance)ſhe ſeemes to be ſo much perplexed 
with -forrow, amaz d with feare, - asſhee cannot refraine from giving them leſſe 
words, but more teares -3 Of which her Judges conceiving a good opinion and hope, 
and thereforedeeming themſelves now to be in a faire way,and a dirett courſe toob- 
taine the whole truth of this lamentable buſinefle fromher) they bethink themſelves 
ofa policie ,- thereby to effect and compalle it, which is every way worthy ofthem- 
ſelves and their offices, of their diſcretion and juſtice. They tell Ameraztha, that inre- 
gatd of her youth and beauty, and of her Fathers age and nobility,they defire and in- 
tend to ſave her, ifſhee will not wilfully caſt her ſeife away 3'Thather ſafety and life 
now confiſteth in her plaine confeſtion, and not 'in her perverſe denyall and con- 
teſtation, of being acceſlary and conſentingto themurther of her Siſter Babtiſtina ; 
T hat they have proofes thereof, ascleare, and as 7 le as the Sunne : and that 
they having cauſed P/eria to bee executed for the ſame thismorning, 'ſhe confeſſed 
it to them at her death, yea and dyed thereon, At which ſpeeches of her Judges, 
and confeſſion and death of Pieria, this wretched and unfortunate Lady Amarunthe 
(ſeeing her ſelfe ſo palpably convicted of this.her bloudy and inbumane crime) be- 
ing wholly vanqui either with feare toward her ſelfe, or choller towards Pjeria, 
ſhe falls on her knees to her Judges feet, and { with a great ſhower of teares) makes 
her ſelfe ( by her free confeſſion) to bee the prime authour of her Siſter Babriſtina's 
miutther., That ſhee had hired: Bernards and Pierya to performe it, und given himan 
Annuity of 155 Duckatons per arm, and to cach of ther 50 Duckatons more in 
hand to that effect, concealing no point or part thereof, as we have already formerly 
underſtood : when (contrary to the expectation of her Judges) the molt bitterly ex- 
claymed on the name,memory, and ingratitude of this baſe wretch Fjeria (for ſo ſhee 
then termed her) in that ſhe could not be contented to die her ſelfe,butalſo as much, 
and as maliciouſly,as in her power, to think likewiſe to hazatd her own life with her. 
Andnowour ESE and yet ſorrowfull Az:arantha (betweene theſe twodifferent 
extreames of hope and feare) layes hold of her Judges late promiſe and profered 
courteſie to her to ſave her, and then and there ( with many reverences, teares, and 
wringing of her hands)moſt humbly beſeecheth them forGods ſake,and for honours 
cauſe, to be good unto her, and togive her her life, although ſhe confefleth ſhe is 
moſt worthy of death, in being ſo degenerate and bloudy minded towards het own 
Siſter. But they (having by this commendable meanes, and artificiall policie, drawn 
this worm from Amarantha's tongue, I mean this truth from her mouth)are exceeding 
ſorrowfull, & as much deteſt this her barbarous fact, as they pitty herdefceni,yourh, 
and beauty 3 but well knowing with themſelves, that God glorified m rhe due and 
true execution of Juſtice upon all capitall malefaQais; and eſpecially on muttherers 
Who are no lefle then monſters of nature, the dafgraceoftheirtinivs, attd the very 

ntchersof mankinde) and that the greatneſle of their quality and blood dbth oficly 
ſerve butto make theſecrimes of theirs the greater c\ therefore (I {ay )theſt wiſt and 
religious Judges ptoove deafe toher requeſts, and blinde toher'teates 4; and fo ha- 
view frſdoanſetherto Ggnethis hen '\andtheu confronted her with P5er74, 
who now to Amaranths's face confitmed as twuch as{hed! her ſelfe right now confe(- 
ſed and affirmed, they now inexpiation of this hereruel-murther, adjudge her like- 
wiſe to be h the nextday,atthe common 10n, it:company of p5- 
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meanesto preſerve themin floriſbing proſperity and and conſequently,that all 
wilfull & premeditated murtherers — be ns ; exmtinkinwdyce too ſe- 
verely puniſhed,and cut off from the world.So 4marartha with more choller then ſor- 
row, and Pieria, with more feare then choller,are now both ſent back totheir priſons; 
and that night Strex; ſends his Daughter, and the Judges ſend Pierya,ſome Fryers and 
'Nunnes to prepare their ſoules for heaven, but (in honour of the truth) Imuſt 
aftirme with __ ricfe and pitty, that boththeſe two female monſters had their 
hearts ſo ſealed,and their foules foſeared upwith impiery,that neither of them could 
there be perſwaded, or drawne, ether to thinke of repentance or of God. | 
W hiles thus Florence reſounds of theſe their foule and inhamane crimes, as alſo 
of their juſt cond tions, the next morning about ten of the clocke, they ate 
tto the deſtin'd place of execution, there to receive their condigne puniſh» 
ments for the ſame. Pierya firſt mounts the Ladder, who made a ſhort (; at her 
death, tothiseffeCt, That her defire toobtaine Bernardo for her huſband had chicfely 
drawne her to commit this murther on her Lady Babtiſtira,and that it was farre more 
her Siſter Amarantha's malice to her, then her owne. which ſeduced her to this blou- 
dy reſolution 3 and that this her owne ſhamefull death was not halfe ſo grievous 
to her, asthe unfortunate end of her lover Bernardo, whom, ſhe there affirmed to the 
world, and tooke it toher death, that ſhe loved a thouſand times dearer then her 
ownelife, with many other vaine and ridiculous ſpeeches tending that way, and 
which ſavoured more of her fond affeftion to him, then of any wn or devotion to 
GoJ ; and therefore I hold them every way more worthy of my ſilence, then of 
my relation: and foſhe was turned over. To fecond whoſe unfortunate and ſhame- 
full end,now our bloudy & execrable 4marenthe (with far more beauty then contri- 
tion, and bravery then repentance) aſcends the Ladder 3 who (to make her infamy 
the more famous ) had purpoſely dighted & apparelled her (elfe in a plain black Sat- 
tin gowne, with ſilver lace, and a deepe-laced Cambrick Ruffe ofa very large Set, 
with her haire unvailed, and decked with many roſes of filver Ribband : Ather aſ- 
eent, her extraction, beauty, and youth, begate as much pitty, as her bloudy and un- 
naturall crime did deteſtation, in the eyes and hearts of all her ſpeQators : When af- 


eerapauſe or two, ſhee (vainely compoling her countenance, more with contempt, 


then feare of death) there to a world of people, who flocked from all parts of the Ci- 
ty and Countrey to ſce herdye (with a wondrous boldneſle) confeſſed, That ſhee 
had not onely cauſed her ſiſter Babriſt;na to bee ſtifled in her bed by Bernardo and 
Fieryz, but that her ſaid Siſter Babtiſtina and her ſelfe had formerly poyſoned their 
elder Siſter 7aquinta, and that it was on2ly their imperiouſneſle and pride towards 
her, which drew her to this reſolution and revenge againſt them both ; the which ſhe 
affirmed, ſhee could now as little repent, as heretofore remedy, and that ſhee more 
ſenſibly lamented, & grieved for the ſorrowes of her Fathers life, then for the ſhame 
and intamy of her owne death : when, without any ſhew of repentance , without a- 
ny ſpeech of God,or which is lefle, without ſo much as once looking up towards hea- 
ven, orinviting or praying her ſpeCtatours to pray to God for her ſoule, ſhee (with a 
gracelefle reſolution, and prophane boldneſfſe) conjured her Executioner ſpeedily 
to performe his office and duty, which by the command of the Magiſtrate hee forth- 
with did. So this wretched Amarantha was hanged for her ſecond murther,and then 
bya ſecondadecree and ſentence of the Criminall Judges, her body is after dinner 
burnt to aſhes for her firſt; who likewiſe , in honour to Juſtice, and to the glory of 
God, doe alſo cauſe the dead body of Bernardo (for two whole dayes) to be hanged 
by his feet in his ſhirt to the ſame Gallowes, and then to bee caſt into the River of 
Arno. And here the Judges alſo, toſhew.themſelves, themſelves, were onte of opi- 
nion to have unburyed Babtiſtine,and likewiſe to have given her dead body ſome op- 
ious puniſhment, for being acceſſary with her Siſter Azzarazthe to poyſon their 

elder filter Jaquinte 3 but having no other 7 TAN proofe hereof, but onely the 
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teftimony of her condemned dying Siſter Amarantha, whom it wasmore probable 


-then impoſlible, ſhee might ſpeake 1t more out of malice then truth, as alſo that God 


hadalready afflicted a deplorable end and puniſhment to her, they therefore omitted 
it. And thus was the deſerved 'ends;' and condigne puniſhments of theſe wretched 
and execrable murtherers ; -and in this manner did the juſt revenge, andfacred ju- 
ftice of God meet and triumph over them and theirbloudy crimes. 

And now here fully to concludeandſhut up.this Hiſtory in all its circumſtances; 
Thegriefes and ſorrowes of this unfortunate 01d Father was ſo'greatand infinite, fdr 
the untimely and deplorable deaths ofall theſe his three onely Daughtersand Chit- 
dren; that although piety and religion had formerly taught him,that the affitions of 
this/life are ous of that to come, /;yet being wholly vanquiſhed and depreſſed 
with all theſe his different bitter croſles aad calamities, hes left Florence, and retires 
himſclfeto a ſolitary life in Cardura, where hee not/long ſugvived them but-dyed ve 
ry penſively and mournfully. | 
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Martino poyſoneth his Brother Pedro, and murthereth Monfredo in the ſtreet 5 Hee after- 
wards growes mad, and in confeſſton reveales both theſe his murthers to Father Thomas 
bis Ghoſtly Father, who afterwards dying, reveales it by his Letter to Cecilliana, who was 
iiddow to Monfredo, and Siſter to Pedro and Martino. Martino hath firſt his right 
bandcut off, and then is hanged for the ſame. 


QEEDES TIS So$88 Sit isa dangerous wickedneſle to contrive and plot mur- 

' ther 5 So much more it isa wretched and execrable one 
to finiſh, and perpetrate it 3 for to kill our Chriſtian Bro- 
ther, who figuratively beares the image of God, is an a& 
ſo odious, as Nature cannot excuſe, and ſo diabolicall, as 
no Clemencie can pardon -3 And yet this age,. and this 
world is but-too-plentifull and fertile of ſuch bloudy Ti- 
T0) | gers, and inhbuwane Monſters, and Butchers of mankinde, 
gEca2oa 55S T5 3% ag if they had: not a Conſcience within them to accuſe 
them, a God, above them to condernne. them, and a Hell below them to puniſh 
them /3 oras if they had not the ſacred / Oracles of Gods'eternall Word, I meane 
the Law andthe Goſpell; and the bleſſed Precepts and Doftrine of the holv Pro- 
phetsand Apoſtles, yea, of Chriſt Jeſus himſelfe, - the great Shepherd; - and ſacred 
Biſhopof our foules, to teach us the rules of Mercy, Meekneſſe, and Long-ſuff-- 
rings whiles. wee live in- this vale of Miſery-here below, -and that wee muſt 
imbrace and follow Peace and Charity with all men, ifever weethinke' to parti- 
py O 3 cipate 
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Je Scene of this Hiſtory is laid in $peize,inthe famous Provinee of old GR and 
in the faire and ancient City of Burgos, wherelately dwelta noble and rich old 
Gentlewoman, termed Downs Cathevina Antitttez (a Sirname mach knowne; and fa- 
mous in that City, Province, and Kingdome) who had by her deceaſed Husband Dor 
Roderigo de Ricalde, two ſonnes, Don Pedro, and Dow Martino, and one Daughter na- 
med DonaCecilliana. Her eldeſt ſange Don Pedrg was a gallant Cavallier of ſome eight 
and twenty yeares ef age, tall, gndwell-timbred,by comy Fen peice yo 


of a {wart and martiall couptenagce.,whafor the {pacg ot.ſcven yearby ſeryedgs a 
luntary Gentleman under that wiſe and valiant Commander Dor Gorſalez, de 4 
in Germany, and againſt the LordsStates of the Natherlards, and ſince in the Yoltoline 
and Millare, againſt the Griſons and French ; In both which warres, bee left behind 
him many memorable teſtimonies of his prowefle, and pyrchaſed djvexs honorable 
trophees of true valour, and generolity : but for any other inteHe&uall endowments 
of the mind, hee wasno ſcholler, and buy of an indifferent capacity, yet very honeſt, 
courteous, and affable, particularly to his friends, and generally to all the world. His 
Brother Dox Martino was of ſome foure and twenty yeares of age, ſhort of ſtature, ve- 
ry ſlender, but crooke-back'd, of an Aubrun haire, a withered face, a ſquint eye, of 
inclination extreamely ſullen,and of diſpoſition and nature envious and revengefull, 
as de(irous rather to entertaine a night-quarrell in the ſtreet, then a day-combate in 
the Ficld ; but as God is many times pleaſed tocountervaile and reward the defects 
of nature in the body,with fome rich gifts and perfeCtions of the mind,ſo though not 
by profeſſion, yet by education he was an excellent Scholler, of an aCtive and ſharp 
wit, a fluent tongue,and ſingularly ableeither to allure of divert, to.per{wade or diſ- 
{wade, according as the ſtreame of his different paſſions and affeQtions led him ;Ver- 
tues enough relucent and excellent to build a fame, and ſyfticient to rajſe an expinent 
fortune, if his former vices doe not too fatally eclipſe the one, and deface the other. 
Their Siſter Cecilliana (aged of ſome twenty yeares) was of an 1ndifferent height, 
but growing to corpulencie and fatneſſe, of a black hayre, an'amiable browne com- 
plexijon,abig rolling eye, & the ayre of her countenance rather beautifully amorous, 
then modeſtly beautifull : She was of a nimble wit, oft humour pleaſant and faceti- 
ous, yet ſo reſerved inthe externall demonſtration thereof, thatthrough her Mo- 
thers pious and auſtere education of her, ſhee'(in all outward ſemblance) ſeemed ra- 
therto be fit for a Nunnerythen a Huſband; and more proper tomake a Saint, then a 
Wife 3 'but asthe face proves nor ſtill a true Index of the heart, norourlookes and 
ſpeeches (till a trne Sybile of our foules ; fo how retired foever her Mother kepther 
rom the company of men, yether wantqneye, conſpiring with her laſcivious hegrt, 

made her themore deſirous thereof, and farre the mare ticentiouſly, in regard ſhee 
was ſtrictly forbidden it ſo as (nottocomradidt or diſſbrmble the truth) Tam here in- 
forced to relate and affirme, thatſheimparteth her favours upor/two orthree young 
Gentlmen of that City; of her private acquaintance, - apd1s more-familiar with them, 
then modeſty can well warrant, orchaftity allow of! But there is a young Gallaatof 
this City likewife {mote-noble by birth, then rich in eſtate and meanes) named Dor 
Balthazar de Monfreds, who (deeming; Cerilfiarta as famous for berchaſtty, /agfor her 
beauty)bearesa fingularafictionty hers yea, his heart and thoughtsars fo fervently 
intangled inthe ſnares ofher delicious beaury, that in publicke andprivate, in hisde- 
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fixes and wiſhes, and in his ſpeech and aCtions he proclaimes her to be his Miltrefle, 
and himfelfe her ſervant; and if heaffect and defire Cecillians for his Wife, no leile 
dath ihe Morfrede for her Husband 3 ſothat they many tunes by ſtealth meet and con- 
ferce privately in remate Churches and Chappels; it being rather a prophane than a 
religious cuſjoune of Spaize (wherein Heaven is too wk made to ſtoope to Earth, 
and-Religiontoimpiety) for men tocourt their intended wives,and (which isworle) 
many timesthew Courtzansand Strumpets. Cecilliana (oftentimes warranted by her 
Mothers indifpofition)canno ſooner take Coach tro-enjoy the pleaſure and benefit of 
the fraſb ayreabroad inthe fragrant fields, but Morfredoafluredly meets her, where 
leaping from. his: Coactrinto hers (and leaving his Page to accompany her Wayting 
Gantlewomayiin bis own) they at'firſt tamiliarly kifle and conferre, and in a few of 
theſe mug at laſt effeftually reſolve to give themſclves each to other in the ſa- 
cred bonds of martmage 4 fo he gives'her a rich Diamond Ring, and ſhe reciprocally 
retyrnes him a-parre of Gald Bracelets,in token of marriage, and they then and there 
(calling God th witvetle) very ſolemnely contrat themſelves man and wife, yet for 
{ome {olid-reafons ; and important conliderations, which conduce to the better ac- 
campliſbing of their defires, they for a time conelude to beare it ſecretly and ſilent! 
tromallthe world 3 and it is concluded andagreed betweene them, that a moneth atf- 
ter, and nat before, hefhall attemps roſeek her publickly in marriage, both of her 
Motherthe Lady C#herima.as allo of her twoBrethers Dor Pedro and Don Martino. $0 
whey this Hams 1s paſt over(which to theſe our two Lovers ſeems to be many ages) 
Mozfredp very tairely and orderly leckes her of her Mother in marriage, and likewife 
4n;tearmes fit for him to give, and them to m—_— acquaints her two Brothers with 
«Late and affecion totheir Sifter;and with his beſt art and eloquence endeavoureth 
(gn honourable tearmes) to-gaine and;purchaſe eheir conſents thereunto. As for her 
Mather, ſhe: (preferring wealeh to honour, andriches tocontent) confidering the 
weajnelle of Monfreda'seſtate, the death of his parents, whereby ſhe ſees him depri- 
ved of all future hope tF raiſe his fortunes, doth abſolutely deny to beſtow her 
Daughter on him in marriagez and the moretabewray herextreamediltaſte of this 
his ſute and djUike of himſelf,ſhe (with much obſtinaty and choller) forbids him her 
Daughters company , and (with more incivility and indignation) conjures himto 
leave and forbeore her houſe, telling him ſhe hath already firmely ingaged her word 
and promiſe to Dor: Alonſo Del#io, thathe ſhall ſhortly eſpoule and marry hex. Now al- 
though this ſharpe anſwer ofhers ſeeme to nip. Moxfredo's hopes and deſires in their 
Rae, yetrelying more on the affeftion and conſtancy of the Daughter, than on 
the power or reſolutian of the Mather, he againe and againe (with a molt refpeCtive 
and hongurable importunity) ſalicueth her conſent; but he ſees it loſt labour, becauſe 
{he sreſolutethat her firſt ſhall be her laſt anſwer to him herein. As for her Brother 
Dor: Peara; helovyes his Siſter {o perfettly, and her.content fo dearely, that he findes 
him ta {ſtand wellaffetted to their affettions, and in regard of his love to her, and re- 
ect to him,that he utterly contemnes the motion oo mention of Del-io 5 and there- 
xe faithfully promiſeth Moxfreda his beſt affiſtance towards his Mother for the effe- 
Qing of their Geſires, But-for her yongerBruther, Dor: Martino, he findes a contrary 
nature and ai{poſinon inhim for henever loved; buthated his Siſter Cecilliava, and 
therefore hates Monfredetor her ſake, and loves Delrio,. becauſe he heares the hates 
him, and ſo animates his Mother againſt themz and thus he gives Morfieds cold ar- 
{wers, 3nd (the ſoonerand better toconvert his hope into deſpaire) tels him plainly 
that Delrip mult and ſha)l marry his Siſter, indncnciar he :/ Thus Monfredo departs, 
asglad of Dar Feare bis lave, as he is forrowfull for his Mother and Brother Don: Mar- 
ting's hatzegd- And here(toobſerve the betterorder in thishiſtory , and likewiſe to 
give the q nates of the Reader the fuller ſatisfaction) it willnot beumproper,rather 
pertinent foxus to underſtand, that Dew Dedris wasalſoa welt deſcended Gentleman 
of the ſame City of Furge:.rich inlands and monies, butatleaftfifry five years 01d, ha- 
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ving a white head and beard,of a hard and foure favour, and exceedingly Baker-leg- 
ged; yet as old as he was, he was fo paſſionately inamoured of the and ſweet 
beauty of Cecill;ana, that he thought her not too young to be his wife, norhimſelf too 
« old to be her husband, but led more by hislaſtthan his judgement, ' and encouraged 

by Dona Catherinaher Mother, for that his great lands and wealth wholly inclined and 
weighed downe her afteCtion towards him , he often viſiteth her daughter Cecall; avs; 
and with his beſt oratory and powerſeeks and courts her affeftion in the way of mar- 
riage : but ſhe having her heart fixed on Morfredo's youth, and comely feature, ſhe 
highly Cights Delrio's frozen age, as diſdaining to make herſelfe a Mey to this Decexs- 
ber, becauſe ſhe apparantly knew, and perfectly beleeved , that he was every way fit- 
ter for his grave, than for her bed forit was Moxfreds, and only Moxfredo,whom her 
- heart hadeleGted and choſen for her ſecond ſelfe and Husband: And ſuppoſe (quoth 

ſhe) that Monfredo be not ſo rich as Delrio, yet all Caſtile, yea all Spaine well knowes, 
that by deſcent and generofity he is farre more noble, and that there is as great an 
Antitheſis and diſparity betweenethe vertues of the firſt,and the defetts and imperfe- 
ions of the laſt, as there is betweene a Clowne and a Captaine, and a Peaſant and a 
Prince 3 therefore let my Mother ſay what ſhe will, Delris what he can,. or my bro- 
ther Martino what he dare, yet they ſhall ſee, and the world know, thatI will be wife 
tonone but Menfredo, and chat either he, or my Grave, ſhall be my Husband. 

But the Lady Catherins her Mother (notwithſtanding her Daughters averſeneſſe 
and obſtinacie) layes her charge and bleſſing upon her to forſake Moxfredo, and takes 
Delr:o, arging to her the poverty of the one, and the wealth of the other , what de- 
lights and contentmentsthe laſt willgive her,and what afflictions and miſery the firſt 
doth threaten her : but the affeCtion of Cecillianais ſtill ſo firmely fixed; and ſtrongly 
ſetled and cymented on her Moxfreds, that ſhe is deafe totheſe requeſts, and blinde to 
theſe reaſons of her Mother, in leeking to diſiwade her from him, aa in conſenti 
and perſwading her to accept of Delr:o for her Husband;z and although her Mother 
follow her in all places asher ſhadow,and haunt her at all times as her Ghoſt,to draw 
her hereunto, yet ſhe ſtill findes her Daughter as reſolute to denie, as ſhe is importy- 
nate to requeſt it of her, vowing that ſhe will rather wed her ſelfe to a Nunnery, than 
to Delrio, whom ſhe ſaith ſhe cannot affect, and therefore peremptorily diſdaineth to 
marry. Her Mother ſeeing her Daughter thus conſtantly and wilfullyto perſevere in 
her obſtinacy againſt her defires, ſhe (with much chollerand griefe) relates from 

int to point to her Sonne Don Martizo what had paſt berweene them 5 whom ſhee 
new did as much love Delrio, and hate Morfreds, as her eldeſt Sonne Dor Pedro hated 
Delrio, and loved Monfredo for their Siſter 1n marriage. Martino takes advantage of 
thisoccaſion and opportanity , and thinking to give two blowes with one ſtone, b 
crofling his Siſter 1n her affection , and his Brother in his defignes and wiſhes , dot 
now more than ever incenſe his Mother againſt her, alleadging that it would be a far 
greater honour.and leſſe ſcandall to their Name and Houſe,that ſhe were rather mar- 
ried toa Nunnery, than a ar, and with many powerfull reaſons , and artificiall 
perſwaſions, ſ{trivesto make her inclinable to this projet; and flexible to thisreſolu- 
tion of his, as'indeed inalittle time ſhe doth : For the Mother being thus wedded to 
her will, and therein now confirmed by the lie policy, ' and fortified by the ſabrile 
inſfinuation ofher Sonne Dor Martino, {he hereupon conſtantly reſolves to betake and 
give her. Congeoe to God and the Church, affirming that ſhe ſhall never reape any 
true content in her thoughts, nor peace in her heart, before ſhe ſee hercloyſteredup 
& eſpouſed toa Nunnery, But this compa of theirs is not ſo cloſely cartied between 
them, but the vigilancie of Don Redre (whoſe affeCtion and care aimes togive M, 
do and his Siſter content) hath perfe&-norice and intelligence hereof, the which for a 
tyme he-holds fitto conctale from them both 3 when firmely purpoſing to preventir, 
and ſo tocrofle his. Mother and Brother, who hercin delight and:gloryto croſſchitn, 
be bethinks himſclfe of .av invention (worthy of himſelfe). how and wkich _— 
Mat: | > -j 
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effec it. He ſends for Don Alexſa Delris tothe Cordeljers Church; 'and there relates 
him. the friendſhip he bears him, that he willnot ſee./him runne himſelfe into an er- 
rour in-ſeeking his Siſter Ceerl{zznein marriages whom he knowes he cannot poſſibly 
obtaine3 She (to his knowledge) beingalready-firmely contratted to Monfreds, not- 


withſtanding all that his Mather and Brother ' Dow Mar###9 have ſaid or can do tothe 


contrary«-. Delrio heartil y thanks Dor Pedrofor the expreſſion of this love to hims; 'the 
which he aftirmes be ſhall dytr inde hinvready bothto deſerve and requite ywhen 
meaſuring the time fature bythe preſent; and of Cecrffiane's blooming youthiby his 
-weather-beaten arid:blaſted age, he vowes to Dor Pedro, that he will henceforth no 
anore:defie or ſeckihis Siſter th marriage, !nor, yet with her, -or come'neer2 his 
Motherar'Brother'3 ſo thatbuſineſſe is for everdaſhed; and receives an end,/almoſt 
as foapeias a beginbing. The'which Dom Martino (out of his deepe reach and poli- 
tick; pate) uhdenſtandipg , and knowing that this falling:off of Delrio, from farther 
ſeeking/hisSilter in marriage, proceeded: wholly fromthe ſecretundermining ofhis 
'Brother.Bon Pedro,he is extreamely 4n choler againſt him forthe ſame ; and ſo (with 
mare,paſlion thandiſcretion)goes S& chargeth him herewith: Whereupon theſe two 
-Brothets:fall at great contention and variance,and many: bitter words and outragious 
{peeches here interchangeably paſſe betweene them, the repetition whereof I think 
good t6bury in lilence, beeauſe it mattersnot mucho give it a place in this Hiſtory3 
onely (to deale on generals) I muſt ſay that Dox Pedro was high, and Dor Martino 
hot, apd that the firfi-ſpake not fo muchashe dared, and the laſt dared not ſo much 
as he ſpake. But this tongue combate of theirswas.ſo-violent and bluſterous, asthe 
ue thereof redounding to: Do Pedregglaty.andgenexolity , and:to Dor Martino's 
ſhame and baſeneſle'; and Martine figding thathe had more will-than power to be 
now revenged hereof on his brother, He is inflamed with choller and revenge againſt 
him for the ſame, asconſulting with Satan,not with God, he is ſo revengefull and in- 
humane, as he wiſheth his frid Brother i Heaven, and from thenceforth plotteth 
with himſclfe how to finiſh it, reaſoning thus uncharitably and damnably with him- 
ſelfe 3 That he being dead, and his Siſter pent and nimed up in a Nunnery, he ſhall 
then be fole Heire and Lord to all the Landsand Eſtate which his Father left him. 
Thus ,jn the heat of his choller, and the fumes of his revenge againſt his Brother 
Don Pedro, he repayres to his Mother, informes her how it is he and his policte which 
hath bearen off De/rio from ſeeking his Siſter Ceciliane in marriage, and that through 
hisclaſe treacherous dealing, he hath prevailed with him forever to abandon her ; 
yea, he here leaves no-invention unallayed to incenſe his Mother againſt his Brother, 
nor meanes unattempted to inflame her againſt his Siſter, by (till putting her in minde 
of his rafhneſle towards Delrio, and of her diſobedience towards her ſelfe ; and here 
(he remembring his owne avaritious ends) doth again modeſtly perſwade, and:then _ 
ine '1mportunately. pray his Mother to conſtitute herto a Nunnery 3 whereunto 
(as wehave formerly underſtoog) he knowes ſhe 1s already reſolutely bent and reſol- 
ved: 'When {he (being vanquithed with her awne defires, and hisimportunity) pro- 
miſeth him-very ſhortly toeffeCt it. But firſt ſhe ſends for her Sonne Dor Pedro, and 
ina language of thunder rebukes and checks him for his double crime, in diſlwadin 
Delrio irom ſo ſuddenly forſaking his Siſter , and in perſwading (o ſtrongly to aft: 
Moxfr:do,adding,withall, that notwithſtanding his treachery and policie, and her in- 
| diſobedience to her, ſhe. is inviolably reſolved ſhortly :to ſend Monfreds to 
eek another wife, and to give and betake her to no other Husband than a Nunnery. 
Dow Pedro, holding it his duty toentertaine this choller and theſe ſpeeches of his Mo- 
ther rather with modeſtie than paſſion, returns haggthis anſwer, that he hath not ſaid, 
nordone any thing toDelrzo, but what he can well juſtifie with his obedience to her, 


and his. honour to the whole world; that, his/affeQion to his Siſters preſent content, 
and care of her future proſperity, makes him aſſume this beliefe and confidence, that 
dr is a3unyorthy of her, as ſhe wortbily|beſtowed on Der Mewfrede, and gy 
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chat it is both pitty and ſhame, that the wealth of the firſt ſhould be preferred to the 
nobility and penerofity of the ſecond 3 he prayes her to conlider, that as Cecill;ans is 
her Daughter, fo ſhe is his Siſter, andthat he is ſo well acquainted with her diſpoſiti- 
on and ſecrets, as notto diſſemble her the truth, he holds her farre more fit to make 
a Wife thana Nunne, ani a Nunnery therefore (every way) to be improper for her, 
and ſhefor it; that he is not 1 t thatitis the policy, or rather themalice of his 
Brother Don Martine, which hath wrought theſe falſe impreſſions in her beliefe 
againſt himſelfe', and this her uncharitable reſolution againſt his Siſter; for which 
baſe treachery and ingratitude of his, if he thought him as worthy of his care, as he 
knowes he is of his fcorne , he would not faile tocall him to a ſtrift account for the 
ſame, but that Nature and Grace preſcribe him contrary rules. Dona Catherina being 
farre more capable to diſtaſte,than to reliſh this bold anſwer of her Sonne Dos Pedrs, 
and contenting her ſelfe to have now delivered him her minde and reſolation at full, 
ſhe leaves him, and findes out his Brother Martizo, to whom ſhe punttually relates 
what had paſt betweene her and his Brother Dox Pedyo; whereat he 1s afreſh ſo netled 
with choller, and inflamed with revenge againſt him, as what before he hath deſpe- 
rately plotted and reſolved againſt his life, he now vowes and ſweares ſhortly to ex- 
ecute, whereat his bloody thoughts (without intermiſſion) aime and tend, and next 
thereunto he defiresnothing ſomuch, as to ſee his Siſter madea vowed and vayled 
Siſter. | 
Whites thus his Mother and himſelfe are deepe in conference, and buſie in con- 
ſultation how to effect and compaſſe theſe their different defignes, Dor Pedys goes to 
his Siſter Ceciffiane, findesout Monfreds4aud tothem both ſincerely delivers what 
hath paſt betweene his Mother, his Brother;and himſelfe, in their behalfes; yea, it 
is a jeſt (both worthy,and well beſeeming his laughter) to ſee how betweene earneſt 
and jeſt, he tels his Siſter (in preſence of her lover Monfredo) that ſhe muſt ſhortly pre- 
pare her ſc]fe for a Nunnery, for that their Brother Dow Martine hath decreed 1t,and 
their Mother Dora Catherina {worne it: At this pleaſant 'paſlage and conceipt of 
Don Pedro, Cecilliana cannot refraine from bluſhing, nor Mon Fom {miling : for 
looking each on other withthe eyes of one and the ſame tender afteftion and con- 
ſtancy, he ſmiles to ſee her bluſh,and ſhe againe bluſheth to ſee him ſmile hereat,here 
ſhe tels her brother Dor Pedro plainly, and her lover Moxfredo pleaſantly,that ſhe will 
deceive her Mothers hopes, and herBrother Dox Martino's defires, in thinking to 
make her a cloyſtered Siſter 3 -whenagaine metamorphoſing the ſnow-white lillies 
of her cheeks into bluſhing damask Roſes, ſhe with a modeſt pleaſantnefle, direR- 
ing her ſpeech to (who then lovingly led her in the Garden by her os) 
ub him, that his houſe ſhould be the Nunnery, bis armes the Cloyſter, and himſe 
the Saint, to whom (till death) ſhe was ready to proffer up, and ſacrifice both her af- 
fe&ion and her ſelfe ; thatas ſhe did not hate, but love the fefſfion of a Nunne in 
others, ſo for his ſake ſhe could not love, but hate it in her (elfe, adding withall, that 
for proofe and confirmation hereof (if it were his pleaſure) ſhe was both ready and 
will put herſelfe into his proteftion, and to repoſe her honour in the confidence 
of his faithfull affeftion and integrity towards her. Mowfreds firſt kiſſing her,then in- 
finitely thanks her for this true demonſtration of her deere and conſtant aftetion to 
him, whenagame intermixing kiſles with ſmiles, and ſmiles with kiſles, he ſweares 
to tier, in preſence of God, and her Brother Dor Pedro , that ifthe Lady her Mother 
wholly abandon her, or refolvetocommit her to a Nunnery, he will receive and en- 
tertain her in his pore houſe with delight and Joy-and preſerve honour equal] 
with his owne ,ang that in all Qings as well for the time t, as the future 
he will teere hisaCtions by the ſtarre of her deſire, and the compaſle of her preſent 
Brother Dox Pedyos commands't for which free and faithfu!l courtefic of his, Cecilhie* 
wthanks hin, and no leile doth Dow Pedro, who in requitall hereof makes him a ge- 
neralt and gewerons tender of his beſt power and ſervice to a& A nay 6 
- hd | : elires; 
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deſires 3 and'ſo for that time, and with.this reſolution, they-part each from other, lea- 
ving the . progreſle of their afieGions , andthe fuccefie thereof partly to time, but 
chiefly.to God,;wham they all religibully invocateto bleſte their deſignes in hand. 

.. Leaveiwe them fora whiley:; avd come we now nie (carſorfly) to ſpeake of 
their Mother Dowa Catherime, and bf Dor: Martino their Brother, who [eine the Ora- 
cle from 'whom ſhe derives ahddinedts all her reſohations, ſhe is ſti conſtant to het 
(c1fe, and therefore {till vehemently betitagainſther Sonne Do# Peelyo, her Danghter 
Cecilia nnd Monfredo,, fwearing both folemnely and ſeriouſly, that ſhe will rather 
dye, than live to ſee him her Sonne naw: and yer whatſoever Daz Martino do ſay, 
or can alleadge to her to the contrary, ſhe yet loves Dor Aloxſo Delrio ſo well, and her 
Daughter. Cecilliana ſo deerely , that before ſhe will attempt to cloyſter ber up in a 
Nunnery, ſhe hoping to reclaime him to affeC her,and to revive his ſuit of marriage, 


_ doth by a Gentleman her ſervant ſend him this Letter. 


CATHERINA to DEL &to. 


dm \ wholly. $gnor enrt why then thus forſakeſ? thy affeFion nd ſate to my Daughter Cecil- 

liana, w ; before & ems reſolved by thee, I hate many reaſons to ſa peF and thinke, that 
i was as feigats ns thy proveiſes and vather pretentled it to be fervent. Sure Tam, that as en* 
vie cannot eclipſe, the fame of her vertwes towards the world, ſo Trath dares not contradit# 
the facerity of wy well wiſhes and affeffion towards thee, in tleſiring to make thee her Huj* 
bard, and ber thy Wife. Her poore beanty (which thou ſo often ſioreſt thy heart ſo deerely ad- 
tired and adored) hath loſs n6 part of #ts tuſtre, butt is the ſame ſtills, and (3 am 1, who have 
evex wiſhed, aniever wi nn. deſire; that of all view of the world, thy ſelft only may live 
to enjoy it. If thou think her affeFion be bent any other way, thon doeſt her no right, but of> 
fer apalpable wrong to thy owne judgement.and to my knowledge : Or if thou imagine the Por- 


| tionbe too ſmall, which Tpromijſed ta give, and thou td receive with her in marriage, thou 


ſhalt command that augmentation from me , which none but thy ſelfe ſhall ever have cauſe to 
requeſt , or power ts obtaine yeag thox ſhalt finde, that for the finiſhing and conſummating of 

00d a work (which then ſs much deſerueſt, and i Jo much deſire) 1will willingly be tonten- 
7 to inrich her fortunes with the impoveriſÞing of mine owne. If then ſend me thine Anſwer 


LS. 


reuntoy 1 ſball take it Jor un argrnent of thy nnkinaneſſe : but if then bring it thy elſe, 8 

wall, e _ it 43 one of | ns teſpeihs and affedtTion tome. | *# 

i ag a Lats Mens 0 CATRHEAXITNA. 
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© \ Dow. Marte. being; ſolicited and charged by his Lady Mother likewiſe to write 
>Ctually. to Debris: td retuthe toſceRk bis Siſter Cecilſiana inmarriage ; yet Hotwith» 

nding nt there woto! for hisowne covetous ends, ſecretly to defire and wiſh 
at.he mightneyer marry her, but fie a Nunnery, be therefore to thateffett writes, 

and {cadshima moſt diltendſing and hypocritical] Letter by the ſame meſſenger, to 

accompany herss: but hes.ſo reſerved and fine; as he purpoſely conceates the ſight 

Ic opdiogtherrad from his Mother-This Lertet of his, which was as falſe and dpit- 


ble as hi reported this language: 


Mat No to DELRKIO. | 


Y duty tutrvbBeing me to eſteeme my Mothers requeſts as commands , I therefore ad- 
venture thee this Letter, as deſering to know who or what hath ſo ſuddenly withdrawne 
thee, or thy «ffetFion from my Sifter Cecilliana. Thou canſt not be ignorant of my hearty well 
wiſhes andlove to thee in obtaining her t9 thy wife; and yet it is not poſcible for thee to con- 
ethpe, much leſſe believe, the hurdreth part of the bitter jpeeches , which I have beene inforced 
to receive and packup, from her and my Brother Dbn Pedro, for deſiring and wiſhing | 3 


F 
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hnow that inforced affetion; prove commonly more fatall than ſortimrate, and more ruinoys 
than proſperoys ; therefore 1 am ſo farrefrom any move perſwadling thee to ſee her in marri- 
ace ; that I leave each of you to your ſelves, and bath unto God. A to the end thox 
mayſt ſee how much the Lady myMother effe®s thy fitt,aud diſtaſtes that of Monfredo to wy 
Siſter, ſhe upon thy forbearance and abſence hath v&wedwnts God, that if thou be not, be ſhall 
not , but a Nunnery muſt be her Hurband.» My Mother 34 deferous to ſee thee ; ' and avy ſelfe to 

ake with thee 3 but becauſe marriages aught firſt to be made in Heaven, before conſummated 
in Earth, therefore thou knoweſt far better thai my ſelft,that in all aFions (eſpecially in mar- 
rage) it is the duty of aChriltian to waib. on Gods ſecret providence, and to attend hi ſacred 
pleaſure with patience. 2 | 


MARTINO. 


Delrio receives and reades theſe two Letters,and (conſylting them with his jud 
ment) findes that my logoke two'difterent wayes; fot Dora Catherina the Mother 
would marry her Daughter to himſelfe , but not to Moxrfreds, and her ſonne Marting 
aimes and defireth to have her married to a Nunnery, and not to himſelfe ; whetein 
wealth and covetouſneſle are the chiefeſt ends and ambition of themboth , without 
having any reſpect to the young Ladies content, orregardto her ſatisfaction; and 
although the ſpeech which Don Pedrodelivered himinthe Cordeliers (or Gray Friers 
Church, have ſo much wrought with his affeQtion, and ſo powerfully prevailed with 
his reſolution, that he will no farther ſeek Cecil/iane in marriage ,- yet in common 
courteſie and civility he holds himſelf bound to anſwer their two Letters, the which 


he doth, and returnes them by their owne meſſenger. That tothe Lady Catherins 
had theſe words : 


DELRIO to CATHERINA. 


Hough you ſuſpet my ſincerity get if you will believe the truthyou ſhall fnde that the 
fb which Tintended the s *11; you ſhall finde that t af- 
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KO His Letter to Dow Martinoſpake thus. - - 


DELz10 to MARTINO. 


Have (by my Letter) given the Lady thy Mother the reaſons why T deſiſt from any farther 

| Piroet thy Siſter Cecilliana 3 marriage; and becanſe I know ſhe will da rdprinw 
with, therefore [hope they will ſuffice both for thee and her. I am as thankful to thee for thy 
well wiſhes to have abt aiveed fer for my wife, as I grieve to underſtand that thou haſt received 
any bitter ſpeeches, either from her or thy Brother Don Pedro, for my ſake. 1t rejoyceth ms 
toſee thee of the opinion. that inforced marriages prove commonly fatall and ruinons, in which 
beliefe and trath, 3f thou and thy Mother perſevere, I hope you will eſpouſe your Siſter to Don 
Monfredo, ad not ta « Nunnery , becauſe (f I «nt not miſ-informed) her affeFions ſuggeſt 
widaſſare her, that ſhe ſhall receive as nkch content from the firſt, as miſery from the ſecond. 
As thy Mother is deftrous to ſee me, ſo ans Tto ſerve her, and likewiſe thy ſelfe ; and as thou 
writeſs religionſly and truly, that marriages ſhould firlt be made in Heaven, ere ſolennized in 
Earth: ſo, dowbtleſſe, God hath reſerved thy Siſter for afar better Huchand than Delrio, aud 
bint for a far warſe wife then Cecilliana : Andthas (as a Chriſtian) I recommend her with 
zeale to the providence, and my ſelfe with Patience to the Pleaſure of Almighty God. 


DELRKRI1IO- 


When in regard of his former affeQon, and future reſpe&, deyoted to the beau-= 
ty and vertyes of Cecilliang; and ſeeing her ſelfe. her Mother and Brother Dor Martino 
bentto diſpoſe otherwiſe of her in Marriage, hee will yet be ſo jealous of | her good, 
and ſocarefull of his owne honour and tepuration, as hee holds himſelfe obliged to 
take hisleaveof her by Letter, ſith notin perſori, and ſotorecommend her and her 

ood fortunes toGod; the which hee doth, and gives his Letter to the ſame Bearer, 
bat with a particular charge & ſecret inſtruCtions todeliverit very privately intothe 
Lady Cecilliana's hands, without the knowledge either of her Mother or Brother 
Don Martino, which he faithfully promiſed to performe : His faid Letter to her was 
charged with theſe lines. 


F X [ , 
DEtLRito to CECILELIANKG 


B* ing heretofore informed by your Brother Don Pedro of your deare affefionto Don 
Monfredo,erd your conſtant reſolution to make him your Husband, T held my ſelf bound, 
out of due regard to you, and firmre projeiſe tohim;toſarceaſe my jute to you, and (becauſe the 
Shorteſt errours are ever beſt) no more to ſtrive to make impoſſibilities poſſible, int perſevering 
toſeek you in marriage, who Iſee (Heaven and Earth have conſpired) another muſt obtaine 
and enjoy: 4nd mben I look fron my age to your youth,aud from that to Monfredo's, Iam ſo 
far from condemning your chaiee,gs Ihboth a and appland it,praying you to be as reſolute 
71 this confidetce,gs I ant confident.in this reſolution,that my beſt prayers and wiſhes ſhall ever 
* wiſh jou the gies "4nd to the'end you may perceive 6 former affeFiow (hall 
ſiillreſplend and ſhine toyou;u my future reſpet,I cannot; 1 will not conceale the knowledge of 
this truth from you, that by Letters which right now(by this Bearer) I received from the Lady 
your Mother and Brother BadMartino, they have ſome exorbitant and irregular d-ſigne ire 
_—_— rtly to m_ eg bc excelency o Jour youth 4 ryars {oa 
weetreeſſe.afy aur content aud tr angiallity;which bowſdever(to your ſelf and the world)! 

ſeem to ſhadow and overnelwith fale, colowrr,yet althbugh they neake religion the GY 
(fan ſpeediprevent it mot) will in the end finde thit their walice to your lover Monfredo 
pogons att onhy cauſe therof-God bath nid entobe toon ſes giving you us 
*Xcallegt wit #6 ſecondand invbellſhr your exquiſite _ o if in this buſone(ſe o | 
: al P take 
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take the advice p your beſt friend Monfredo, ard follow that of your noble Brother Don Pe- 
dro, you will then have n# cauſe to danbt , bit ailtbe of the world to aſſute your ſelfe 
that your affeFions and fortunes will in the end ſucceed according to my prayers , andyour 
mer its and expeFation. 27 TAAM 03. 014.130] 


DELR1o, 


The Meſienger firſt publickly dehivereth the two former:Letters to his Lady Pord 
Catherina,\and' her Son Dow Martine, and then privately theother tothe young Lidy 
Cecilliana,. according to his pronmic and Dor Delrio's Ws om : As forthe Mother;ſhe 
orieves to ſee that Delrio will not be reclaimed; but hath quite forſaken her Daugh- 
ter 3 But for her Son Dox Martine ke tsexceedingjoyfulltheteot 3 for now ke tscon- 
fidetit, that (according to his ploty his Mother upon Deh59's refulal}, witl Ginmeere 
malice to Moxfredo) afturedly commit his Siſter roa Nunnery: Thusif he gbtaine his 
ends and defires, he cares not whomiſſethems. As for Cciltiana, the doth nota little 
rejoyce atDelrio's Letter.to her, and at his conſtant reſohtriontoleave;, and commit 
her'to Monfredoz yea ſhe reputes hivadvice to-her conceming her Mother , \ and her 
Brother Dor Martino's iatended diſcourtefie towards her tomachrefpect and ho- 
vour. She acquaints hex Brother Dox Ped#o, andher Mojredo with thisLetter of De/- 
ri0, who now plainly ſee their Mother and Brothers former refohution-confirmed, n+ 
aiming and intending to make Cecil/;anaa holy Siſter, whereat they againe laugh and 
Jeſt at her, and the to them, for in their hearts and thoughts they all know,and reſolve 
to prevent it. But they cannot but highly approve of Delrio's noble reſpect and true 
diſcretion , in being {oconſtant togive overhis fate to het; and-yer ſotourteousand 
honeſt towards them all in this hiskmd and reſpectfull Letter to Cerillpants the which 
above the other two, ſhe cheerfully recerves,and joyfully welcomes;that ſhe reſolves 
ſhe can (in honour) donolefle, than return his complement; and anſwer his Letter 
with one of her owne to him, the which ſhe doth in theſe tearmes. © *v | 
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hegoes there, that ſheand her Brother Dow Pedro will purpoſely abſent th=mſelves, 


and ride abroad intheir Coach, totakethe aire, whichthey doe : To this etfet Mor- 
fredo takes his Coach,and goes direCtly'to the Lady Catharinz's houſe,and ſends up his 
name to her, asdefiring to have the honour to ſalute her, and kiſle her hand ; but ſhe 
is ſo enraged and tranſported with choller at his arrival and meſſage,as ſhe ſends him 
down a flat and peremptory deniall, That ſhe will not ſee him, and as formerly ſhee 
prayed, ſo now ſhe commands himto depart, and ever hereafter to forbeare her 
Houſe: An anſwer ſo unkinde and uncivill, that Monfredo well knowes not whether 
he have reaſon todigeſtir with more choller or laughter; ſo returning her anſwer by 
her Waiting-gentlewoman, that he will obey her commands, and no more trouble 
either her Houſe or her patience, yet that he will ſhll remaine her moſt humble ſer- 
yant, and although ſhe refuſe to ſee himy that he will ever pray for herlong life and 
proſperity : Doz: Martino is now at home, and laughs 1n hisſleeve asa Giplie, to ſee 
what brave entertainment his Mother gives Moxfredo,he expedQteth alſo that he ſhould 
vilite him, but becauſe his Mothers ſromack is ſo high, therefore he cannot deſcend 
ſo low, as owing himno ſuch duty and ſervice, and ſo takes Coach and away z and 
knowing where Do#: Pedro and his Miſtreſle Ceci/iana were, inthe fields, he drives 
away preſentlyto them,and very P_ relates them the whole long ſtory of their 
Mothers ſhort entertainment to him, which adminiſtreth matter of laughter to them 
all,and far the more, in regard neither of them expected lefle 3 ſo Monfredo ſtaying an 
houre or two with them in the fields, &then bringing them to the Gates of the City, 
they for that time take their leaveeach of other, and all appoint ro meet the n=xt day 
after dinner,in the Garden of the Axgxſtine Friers, and there to provide & reſolve for 
their affaires, againſt the diſcontent of their Mother, and the malice of their Brother 
Don Martino. .. 
The next morning , the Lady Catherina (ſtorming at Monfreds's yeſterdayes pre- 
fumptionand boldnefle) ſends for her Daughter Cecil/;ara into the Garden to her, as 
being fully reſolved to deal effeCtually with her for ever to forſake Monfredo,or if ſhe 
cannot, then to commit her toa Nunnery. She comes, when (in great privacy and ef- 
ficacy)ſhe layes before her the poverty of _— the which ſhe aftirmes will bring 
ber to more miſery than ſhe can expect ur think of, or indeed which ſhe deſerves, at 
leaſtifſhe be not {o wilful to ruine her ſelf and her fortuns, as ſhe is ro preſerve them. 
Cecilliananow ſeeing her Mother bent to play her prize againſt the merits and honour 
of her Moxfredo,and therfore againſt the content and felicity which ſhe expe&ts to en- 
joy by enjoying him,ſhe no longer able to brook or digeſt it, cvits her off with this re- 
ply.that (her duty excepted) it is in vain for her,either to ſeek to diſparage Monfreds 
or any way ofthe world to attempt to withdraw her affection from him,and therfore 
with much-obſervance and reſpect prayes hertoaffe&t and honour him, if not for his 
own ſake, yet for hers. Her Lady Mother weeps to ſee her Daughter thus obſtinate 
ſhe might have ſaid thus conſtant) in her afteCtion to Monfredo, and therefore (with 
owns 1n her looks,and anger in her eyes)ſhe thunders out a whole Catalogue of difſ- 
praiſes and recriminations againſt him; and becauſe yet ſhedeſpaireth to prevaile 
with her hereby, ſhe now (thinking it high time) reſolves todivert and change the 
ſtreame of her attetion from him toGod, and ſo at laſt to mew and betake her to a 
Nunnery, whereon her defires and intentions have ſo long ruminated, and her wiſh- 
esand vowes aimed at : to which endcalming the ſtorms of her tongue, and compo- 
or countenance to patience and piety; ſhe with her beſt art & eloquence ſpeaks 
to her thus ; That in regard ſhe will not accept of Dox Delrio for her Husband , with 
whom the might have enjoyed proſperity, content, and glory, but will rather marry. 
Morffreds, from whom ſhe can;and muſt expe& nothing but poverty,grief,and repen- 
tance,ſhe therfore(out of her naturall regard ofher,and tender affection to her)hath 
bythe direQtion of God,bethought her ſelf of a medium betweene both, w® is to mar- 
ryneither of them, | bur in a religious and ſanftified way — efpouſe her (clfe to oy 
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and his holy Churctzwhen (thinking to have taken time by the forelock) ſhe depain- 
teth her the felicity and beatitude ofa Nuns profeſſion and life, fo pleaſing to God 
and the W orld.to Heaven and Earth, to Angels and Men: When her Daughter Ce- 
cilluna being tyred & diſcontented with this poor and ridiculous oration of hers,ſhe 
lifting up her eyes toHeaven,with a modeſt boldnes, yet with a bold truth, interrupts 
her Mother thus, that God hath inſpired her heart to affe& Moxfreds ſo deerely, and 
to love him ſo tenderly, as ſhe will rather content her ſelfe to beg with him, thanto 
live with Delrioin the greateſt proſperity which cither this life or this world can af- 
ford herzthat although ſhe had no bad opinion of Nuns,yet that neither the conſtitu- 
tion of her body,much lefle of mind,was proper for aNunnery,or aNunnery for her; 
in which regard, ſhe had rather pray for them then with them, and honor than imitate 
them: when the Lady her Mother,notable to contain her helf in paticence,much lefſe 
in ſilence.at this audacity(and as ſhe thought)impiery of her Daughter, ſhe with much 
choller and ſpleen demands her a reaſon of theſe her exorbitant ſpeeches. When her 
Daughtet no way dejeCting herlcoks to Earth, but rather advancing & raiſing them 
to Heaven, requitesher with this anſwer 3 That 1t is not the body, but the minde,not 
the fleſb, but the ſoule, which is chiefly requiſite & required to give our ſelves roGod 
and his Church ; that to throw,or (which is worſe) to permit our ſelves'to be thrown 
on the Church through any cauſe of conſtraint, or morion of diſtaſte 'or diſcontent,is 
an a& which ſavoureth more of profaneneſle than piety,and more of Earth than Hea- 
ven; that 4s Gods power, ſo his preſence is not to be confined or tyed to any. place, for 
that his Centre is every where, and therefore his circumference no where; that God 
is in #gypt, as well as in moges or Hiernſalem, and thit Heaven is asneere us, and we 
Heaven, in a Manſion houle, as in a Monaltery or Nunnery that it is not the place 
which ſanQifieth the heart and. ſoule, but they the place z and that Churches and 
Cloyſters have no priviledge or power to keep out fin, if we by our own lively faith, 
and God by his all-ſaving grace do not. Which ſpeech of hers as ſoon as ſhe had del1i- 
vered, and ſeeing that the Lady her Mother was more capable to anſwer her there- 
unto with ſilence than reaſon,ſhe making her a low reverence,and craving herexcule, 
departs from her,aud leaves her here alone in the Garden to her ſelfe and her Muſes. 
Her Mother having a little walked out her choller,in ſeeing her Daughters firm re- 
ſolution not to become a Nunz(he Jeaves the Garden & retires to her Chamber,where 
ſending for her ſon Martixo,ſhe relates him at full what conference had there paſt be- 
tween his Siſter and her (elfe,who likewiſe is ſo much perplexed and yrieved hereat, 
as putting ther headsand wits together, they within a day or two, vow to provide a 
remedy for this her obſtinacy & wilfulneſſe. As for Cec:Piana,ſhe likewiſe reports this 
verball conference, wchſhad paſt between her Mother and her ſelf,to her Brother Don 
Pedro, and Monfredo,when (according to promiſe) they metthat afternoon in the Au- 
guſtinesGarden, who exceedingly laught thereatzand yet again fearing leſt the malice 
of their Brother Dor: Martino towards them, mought cauſe his Mother to uſe ſome vi- 
olence or indurance to her, and ſo to make force extort that from her will,which fair 
means cculd not; they bid her toaſſume a good courage,and be cheerful & generous, 
promiſing her that if her Mother attempred it,that {hould ſteal her away by 
night,and that hezas he is Don Pedro her Brother,will affiſt her in her eſcape & flight; 
wheron they all reſolve with hands,and conclude with kifles:nexther did their doubts 
prove vain,or their fear and ſuſpicion deceive them hereins for her incenſed Mother 
being reſolute in her will,and wilfull in her obſtinacy, to make her Daughter a Nur, 
ſhe ſbuts her up in her Chamcer,makes it no leſle than her priſon,& her Brother Don 
Martino hex Guardian,or rather ber Goaler. Poore Cecil[iana now exceedingly weeps 
and grieves at this cruelty ofher Mather,and Brother Dox Martino , which as yet her 
dear Brother Don Pedro cannot xemetly,by perſwading or prevailing with them to re- 
leaſe ated withit;they both conſulting, find no better expedient 
to free her fro thisdomeſticall impriſonment, than counterteitly to give her Matber 
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her mitide;and chat 
dfo'tgfpend and end 
heraway by night, 


t derſiand and believe, thather Daugner hath now q 
(b L Gods direction)ſhe caption ful 


herdayesin a Nugnery; CEE —_— to Ei 
and without bileleys Accordingl ee t well, aud pretends 
nog to-this ſpiritual. will and xe onof — mother, ds b ſhe was diſobedi- 
ent.Her Mather iofinitely rejoyceth at this her 'converſion,& no ri ie rh ove) 
doth herBrother Dew Martixo; who to fortifie and eonfirme her her religt 
re{olurion;they (end fome Friersand Nuns ſwadeherto appoint —_ preciſe E tay 
for her entrance into this Holy Hoſe and Orders; which with liek ue ſhe ron 
but in herheart reſolvesnothing lefle, or rather direQly the conteliry he Mother 
now acquaints both her ſons w thisreſolution of their Siſter, which is thenext Sah- 
day to'give her ſelfe-to God an the Church; and to take holy Orders; when Doz Pe- 
dro purpoſely very artificially ſeemes as ry 4 to oppoſe, as his Brother Now Mart- 
xo cheerfully approves therof,now extolling herdevotion and piety as far asthe sky 
ifnot many degrees beyond the Moone : 5 5 the day for her entrance an nd 
reception drawing neer, the Lady. Abbeſſeis dealt e y her Mother, her Cell 
vided,her ſpiritualtapparell ow 3 all her kinsfolks and chief friends invited 19070 
lemn Feaſt,to celebrate this ournew holy Siſters mariage toGod and the Church:But 
whiles thus Dona Catheriza the Mother,8& Don Martins het Son are exceedingly buſie 
about the preparation and ſolemnity of this ſpirituall buſinefle, Dox Pedro and Mon- 

edo reſolve to run a.contrary courſe, and fo to ſteale away Cecifianathe very ni 4 

fore the prefixed day of herentrance into-the Nunnery , as holding that Sata 
night the fitteſt time and moſt voide of all ſuſpition and feare Sfcref f(both by 
tongue and letter rp; ws give herexatt and curious notice; which ſtriking in ay joy 
to herheart and thoughts, ſhe accordingly makes her (elfe ready , packs upall her 

wels and Bracelets fs ſmall Casket,and acquainting none of the world therevith, 

r that, her Brother Dor Pedro's chamber ws next to hers, and he as vigilant and 
watchfullas her ſelf;for Monfredo's commingiabout midnight,which was the appoin- 
ted houte for his Rexdevorz : when at laſt both-their ſeverall Watches (in their ſeve- 
rall Chambers) aſſuring them that it was neer orie of thedbck, it being the dead time 
ofthe night, none of the houſe — , butall-huſhed np in ſilence, asf every thing 
ſeemed toconſpire my ;hereſcapeand flight; then, I ſay, Dor Pedryifſaes forth of tys 
a ta hers, the doore being z little 6pen; and her Candle put out, he 

his Siſter.ready, when tohdutting her by the arme; they ſoftly he ſcend the 
ſtsirs, and ſo to a/Poſterne doore-ofthe Gatden';' where they finde Monfreds Goyful- 
ly ready to receive theiQueert of his heart) affiſted with two valiant oe 
Gentlemen his friendswho were well mounted on excellent Horfes with op eo 
prep er eodiadaGiul/enlh (26:90 i jp 
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ſary to his Siſter Cecillians's fight | 
but finde himin bis Bed faſt fleepin ani} fnoringy! as he pretends and they believe : 


ſelke; to ene comfort the Lady his Mother), who'isnota hitle grieved and 
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y 124 lethat nightnees him orby him toaſhlth ; fhis paſs 
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prompt andell her;that.it is one-Brother who hath killed another,'and tharher Bro- 
ther Dow Matino13infallibly the Murtherer of his and her Brother Dox Pedrs5/ but 
ſhee hathion?ly preſumption, no- proofes; for this her ſuſpicion,” and therefore ſhee 
leaves the 'deteGtion ani iffue hereof to time, and to God. 3 Þ 103 5 
Now by:this time we mult underſtand that Dora Catharina hath perfett newes; that 
it is Mozfrbds who hath ſtolne.away. her Daughter Cecilliana, and keepes her at his 
houſc of \Muldebelle/-m the Countrey, but as yetſhee knowes not that hee haththarried 
het 3 wherefore bemg deſirous of 'ber returne, not for any great affeQion Whiehſhe 
now boreher, but onely.toaccomphſh her former defires, in am = marriage 
with eds,and/in marrying berto a Nunnery,ſheagaine ſtill provoked andegged 
on. by thtrad vice of her ſon Dor: Martino, ſends him to Yaldebelle tocrave her of Monfre- 
do,and id toperſwade and haſteniher returne to her to Burgos, but writes toneither of 
ther. Dor: Martitio arrives thither, and having delivered Don Monfredo and his Sifter 
Cecilliandhig mothers meſlage for her returne:to. Burgos, hee then vainely prefurneyto 
ſpeak -thusto then from hiavſelf, He firſt tharpely rebukes her of folly and diſoBedi- 
ence,inflying away from his and -her mother,and then(with more x on than judge- 
ment) checkes himzof diſhonourto harbour and ſhelter herzthat this was not the true 
and right, way to make her his wife;but his ſtrumpet,orat leaſt to give the world juſt 
cauſe tothink-ſoz and-if he intended to preſerve her proſperity and honor,and not to 
ruine jt,that he ſhould reſtore hismother her daughter, and hunſelfe his (iſter,and no 
longer:retainher;but ſpeakes nota word of his brother Don Pedrs's death,much leſfe 
makes any-ſhadow to moutne;or ſhew to grieve or ſorrow for it.His fiſter Cecilliana(at 
his irl} EDLN all in;tears for the death of 'her brother Do#: Pedro,and yet extreammly 
incenſed with him for theſe his baſe ſpeeches: towards.her and her Moxfredo,ſhe once 
thoughtto have givenhim a bot and chollericke reply, butatlaſtconſidering better 
with hetiſelfe (as alſo to prevent Monfreds, whon ſhee faw had an itching defite to fit 
him with/hisaoſwer)(be thenin generall termes returnes him this ſhort reply3that ſhe 
3snow accomptabletonone but to God forher aCtions, who beſt knowes her heart 
and reſolutions,and therfore for her returneto her mother at Burgos, or her ſtay here 
at Yaldehe/e,(he wholly refers it to. Dor Monfredo,whoſe will and pleaſure thereinſhall 
alluxedly be hers.becaule the hath; and/{all finds him tobe a worthy and honourable 
gemtlemantwhen(before ſhe conclude her ſpeech to _— tels him;that ſhe thonght 
his comming þad big tocondolewith her forthe death of their brother Don: Pedro,but 
that withgriefe ſbee-ib now enforced ro' feethe contrary, in repard his ſpeeches ah4 
aftians4ebdto atflitnot to comforohet.andrather to be the arguttient of her mour- 
mog;thanthe caviſgpther EOSLNINE being touched tothe quick;with' 
theſe ignvble and baſe ſpedches bb Por: Martitzol both to limfclteafid Cecilliana. hee bs 
togenerogs long ts digelt themiwath filence;antd therfote preferring his affeRion) to 
ber, hefg otheriearthlyriſpeQ, ahd hut geputationand honour dearer than his 
life-be jon ru phe todiſearitentand angergeriitnes hitm'this anſiyer : 
That i6,ay,atber wan but himfelfeghad-giwtmhim the leaftpart bf thofe unworthy 
ſpeect 2g4i3ſt hishonobrasa)foegainſttbatof his fiſter Cerallranahisrpier, 
not histengueiſhould have anſwered himytbatibis affeition and reſpetts to heryare &- 
very;Mayyernions and:honorabl and that.ſheiis; and:(hal be (ſafer hete in Ydldebeb, 
thanthelifeaf./bisndvle brother Rox Ridnalyaas inchigrhottiers houſe at Byrgo1z that 
asthe yong Lady his ſiſter is pleaſed to refer her ſtay or return to him,ſo(reciprocally 
to requinh bexcourteſie)doth hetorhenand forihis partheis fully refolved nor to per- 
ſwademueh]e toadvile hertompurhet (elb __ mathors pr or bis covir- 
telic;for tþ6c he is feprfvillifaoteanfident invthisbehete,tharthe one may prove per- 


nitious; a9d:the other fatallgndwuinowtoberiAnd ſomwith cold entertainment;and 
ſhort eeremanies,' Dot:Mertina iseuferte:l tormfturne to Bxrgo: to his mother withibut 
his filter, whece alloons as h2 isarvived; he tdlrhis mother ot his fiſter Cecillian#} con- 
(30k reſokxion,from whence he thinks it impoflble todraw or divert ——_  - 

| | ak 


* 


amd 


as Gag goin, 7 Booke V. 


findes Monfiedanf -theſamk- opinion't but whether hee have married heror no, hee 
krowesRot, neithet.could heinforme himfelfe thereof. And here:yet Dow Merting is 
{@ gautious to. his Mother,as he ſpeakesnot.a word or ſyllable of any ſpeech'or men« 
tion they had of the death of: his brother Dox Pedro. But as ſoone as hee had left his 
Maher, and retyred himſelfe to hischamber, then hethinkes the mote thereof; yea, 
then-hee againe and againe remembers whiat dangerous ſpeeches he publikely recei- 
yed:from has SiſltrCecaliare,nnd Monifredp, conceming that his ſudden death, where» 
bycheyiWen)y grant, and tacitely implied no lefſe than Murther 5 Wherefore hee 
yan, ad bloody-minded, that hee reſolves ſhortly to provide a plaiſter for 
and be knowes, that to make their tongueseternally filent, he cannot ber- 
fer perfoume it, than by murthering them, whereof he ſayesthe reaſon is ap» 
rantly avd pregnantly true 2 : for 4s long as that ſuſpition lives in them, hee there- 
re rw. hve 10 ſafety, but in extreame rt himſelfe. But becauſe of the 
two, Menfredg ſeemed to intendand'portend him the greateſt choller, and the moſt 
mxeterate rage; therefore (as a limbe of the Devill, or rather as a Devill incarnate 
biaelfe) hee reſolves to beginne with Moxfredo firſt, and as occafions and accidents 
ſhall preſent, then with. his Sifter Cecilli,ns after, without ever having the to 
thigke of his Conſcience or Soule, or of Heaven or Hell, or without once 
ripg, {bat our owne malice and revenge doth more hurt us than our enemies 3 That 
angexis a ſhort madnefſle, and that itisa moſt affured happineſle for us rather to for- 
get-offences, than torevenge them3 and which is to (in a manner) 'it is buk 


right gewthat he came from poyſoning of his owne Brother, whoſe innocent blood 
is yet hardly cold in his untime] Jer 05 AeT TE alowd for vengeance from Hea- 
ven 9n his head for that —_— 


Butthis ſhame, this monſter of —_— = Marvio, who feates nodelefls than 
God, and loves none more than the Devill, will not thus forſake his cruel malice, 
noF abandon his exectable revenge : but underſtanding that Monfreds ſometimes 
@hough ſecretly) leaves Yaldebelle to ſee Burgos, hee hearkens out therefore tor his 
next comming thither : when heing aſſured that he wasnow in the City, he waiting 
for hig1 as hee iſſued forth hishouſe,, which hee did betweene eleven and ewelve at 
night, he with his ſinall Target, and darke Lanternein his left hand, and'his Rapier 
drawneia his right, runs him twice th the bodytherewith, of which two mor- 
tall wounds hee preſently fell dead in the A being then fo 
as he had no Servant nor Friend preſentto aſlift bim, and his feare and care! of him- 
ſclfe.ſo ſmall, as hee was kill'd before he could ſee his enemy, or have theleafure wo 
popak {word in his owne defence and afliſtance 3 ſofierce and ſaddaine wits Mart+ 
of this harmeleſle and innocent Gentleman: the 
» he ſecretly hies home ent nr houſe, and 


bated Fate, waking ro what God or man 
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t no montglleye-hath ſeene, or: tongue as can rell who the Mortherer' 
old be. But Gad(in his Divine: forts vimlearicu:of hivſanrd Glory 
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haire, bolts her (clfe into her Chamber, and there throwes her ſelfe downe on the 
floare, and;neither can, nor will be comforted, no, nor permit any one toadminiſter 
it to her, or whichis leſe, to ſee or ſpeake with her. So although Monfredo's Kinls 
folkes and Friends doe infinitely lament this his unfortunate Death, yet all their 
ſighes and teares put together, are nothing; in regard of thoſe of his young Wike, 
and now Widdow Cecillians, who (out of the immaderate exceſle of this her anxie- 
ty and afflictian)is now become ſo reaſonleſle and deſperate,that firſt the Murtherjof 
her deare Brother Daz Pedro,and gw this of her ſweet Huſband Menfredo, is both a 
griefe tq her thoughts, and a torment to her heart and minde, yea to her very Soule : 
Far (till ſheremaines confident in this opinion, that her Brother Dox Martine is infal> 
libly the Myrtherer of them both ; and fromthis ſuſpicion of hers, ſhe cannot, ſhee 
will not be diverted 3 yea, her living afteCtion to their dead Memories, is ſo extreame 
ang fervent, that to bee allured whether it bee him, or who elſe that hath murthered 
them, it lgades her minde'to a reſolution, to prove an Experiment, which though 

ropbane curiolity in ſome perſens ſometimes feeme ta allow and prattiſe as tolera» 
ble, yet ſacred Religion mult and doth for ever both rejec and contemne it as Dia- 
hbolicall- She diſguiſcth herſelfe 1g her apparel, and very early in the morning rides 
to.one Alphenſa Sauchez, a famous reputed Wizard crSorcerer, who dwelt at Arena, 
ſome lixc Leagues off from Yaldebelle, and giving him the two Pictures of her mur- 
thered Brother and Husband, as alſoa perfeC&t note of their age , and horoſcope of 
their Natiyities, ſhe prayes him to diſcover and ſhew her in a Looking-Glaſle , the 
true pictures and repreſentations of their muxtherers; When to have him diſpatch 
both it and her ſelfe the ſooner, ſhe gives him ten Duckets,upon the receipt whereof 
he promiſeth her his beſt Art and sk1ll,makes her ftay till almoſt dark night,and then 
fools her of with this flamme,that he hath efteftually invocated and raiſed his Spirit, 
from whom he could get noother anſwer, but that God for that time would not pers» 
mit him to ſhew her theſe Murtherers Pictures in.a Glaſle z whereby this Wizard pro- 
ving himſelfe more a cheating Knave than a Sorcerer, and morea true Impoſtour, 
than a Chriſtian, hee heerein makes a foole of this ſorrowfull young Lady, in thin- 
king to make her know that, which it is both a foule ſhame, and a ſhamefull igno- 
' rance for any Chriſtian tobe ignorant of,(to wit) That it is not the Devill, or his Agents, 
but onely God, who (in his divine Pleaſure and Providence) hath power toreveale Murthers, 
and Myrtherers, both when, where, how, and by whom it jeemes moſt agrecable and pleaſing 
to bis All- ſeeing, and ſacred Majeſty. 

Cecillianareturning home,more loaden with doubts than gold from this Monſter of 
Men, (beeaufe 1n effee he makes it his profeſſionte be lefie a man than a Devill) ſhe 
is aſhamed of her _ and impiety herein, and (for meer griefe and ſorrow) 
weeps, to fee that the foundation of her faith ſhould be {q weak and reeling, as not 
conſtantly to relye npon the providence and juſtice of God, but to repole her foolifh 
curiolity and beliete upon this prophane and ſottiſh Sorcerer, for thedeteCtion of 
theſe Murthers, But leaving her for a while in her diſconſolation and forrow at Yal- 
aebelle, I come now to this wretched Villaine Don Martino her Brother 1n Burgos,who 
having thus committed theſe two cruell and lamentable Murthers, doth for the firſt 
twoor three monethsafter put a cheerfull and frolick countenance thereon, thereby 
the more abſolutely to betray,and bleare the pes of the World,that theleaſt ſparke 
or ſhadow thereof ſhould not diffaſe or reflect on him. But heere before proceed 
further, the Reader is requeſted to obſerve this one remarkable Circumſtance of 
Gads Juftice and Providence, in detefting of Dox Martino, to bee the ſole Authour 
and Actor of theſe two unnaturall and deplorable Murthers.. For as the Devill had 
made him ſo cautious mhis malice, and ſubrill in his revenge, that hee 1imploayed no 
other Miniſter, noruſed no other Agent or Aſſiſtant herein but Himſclte 3 fo bein 
deprived of any witneſle, either to accuſe, or make him guilty hereof; God (l a) 
out of the immepfity of his Power, and profupgity of his Providence, plan 
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Hifiſelfe to become a witneſle againſt himſelfe, and wanting all other meanes, will 
ake himiſelfe the onely meanes both to deteQ- and deſtroy himſelfe. The manner 
this. | | 
'”Asthereisno felicity to Peace, ſo there is no felicity or Peace comparable to that 
of aquiet and innocent Conſcience 3 Tt 1s a precious Jewellof an ineftirhable value, 
arld tinparalteld price, yea, a continuall Feaſt, than which Heaven may, but Earth 
einnot afford us a more rich or delitious : and the contrary it i, where the Heart 
and Conſcience have made themſelves guilty of fome fonle and enormous crimes, 
andefſpecially of Murther, wherein wecan never kill Man the Creature, but weeaf- 
faredly wound God the Creator - for then, as thoſe, fo this, (with lefſe doubt and 
more afſurance) gives in af heavy and bloody evidence againſt us, and which com- 
monly produceth us theſe three woefull and lamentable effeCts, Deſpaire, Morronr, 
Terror; the which wee ſhall now ſee verified and inſtanced in this bloody and miſe- 
rable Wretch, Dor: Martino, who (as I have formerly ſaid) hath not fully paſt over 
the tearme of three moneths in externall mirth; jollity, and bravery, thereby to caſt 
a Chearfull countenance and varniſh on thoſe his bloody Villanies, but God ſo diſtra- 
Qed his wits and ſenſes, ſtrucke ſuch aſtoniſhment to his thoughts, and amazement 
to his Heart and Conſcience, as it ſeemed to him, that (both by night and day) the 
Ghoſts of his harmelefle Brother Dox Pedro, and of innocent Dox Monfreds (till pur- 
ſue him for Revenge, and Juſtice of theſe their Murthers. And now his lookes are 
extravagant, fearefull, and ghaſtly,” which are ſtill the ſignes and ſymptomes either 
of a diſtempered Braine, a polluted Conſcience and Soule, or of both. Hee knowes 
not to whom, or where, or where not to goe for remedy herein, but {till his Heart is 
10a mutiny and Rebellion with his Conſcience,and both of them againſt God. He is 
afraid of every Creature he ſees,and likewiſe of thoſe who fee him not.If helooke 
backe, and perceive any one to runne behinde him, hee thinkes it is a Sergeant come 
to arreſt him; and if hee chance to behold any Gentleman in a Scarlet cloake com- 
ming towards him, he verily beleeves and feares it is a Judge in his Scarlet Robesto 
arrazgne and condemne him. Hee hath not the Grace to goe intoa Church, nor the 
boldnefle toJooke up to the Tower thereof, for feare leaſt the one ſwallow himup 
alive, and the other fall on him, and craſh him to death : If he walke inany woods, 
fields, or gardens, and ſce but a leafe wagge, or a Bird ftirre, hee is of opinion, there 
{ome furies or executioners come to torment him 3 or doth hee heare any 
howle, Cat cry, orOwle whoot, or ſcreech, hee is thereat ſo ſuddenly appalled and 
amazed, as hee thinkesitto bee the voyce of the Devill, whois come ro fetch him 
away. Hee will not paſſe over any bridge, brooke, or River, for feare of drowning, 
nor over any flanke, gate, or ſtyle, leaſt hee ſhould breake his necke. The fight of 
his ſhadow is a corroſive to his Heart, and a Panique terrour to his thoughts, becauſe 
he both thinkes and beleeves, that it is not his owne, but the Hang-mans; and when 
any one (out of charity orpy) come to ſee and vifite him, hee flies from them, asif 
Hell were at his backe, and the Devill at his heeles. The very ſight of a Rapier 
ſtabbes him at his Heart, and the bare thought, or name of Poy(on, ſeemes toinfe& 
-and kill his Soule ; and yetmiſerable Wretch and Miſcreant that he is, all this while 
hee hath not the goodnefſe to looke'downe into his Heart and Conſcience with con- 
trition, nor the grace to.looke up to Heaven and to Ged with repentance. The Lady 
Catharin« his Mother is wonderfully perplexed and grieved hereat, and ſgare all his 
kinsfolkes and friends in and about Burgos, who cauſe ſome excellent Phyſicians and 
Divines to'deale with him, about adminiſtring him the meanes to cure him of this 
1s Lahacy and DiſtraQtion. But God will not permit, that either the ſkilfull Art of 
thoſe,or the powerfull perſwafions of theſe do as yet prevail with him,or performe 
it. Two Mocnes have fully finiſhed their Celeſtiall courſe, whiles thus his Phrevſie 
and madnelle poſſeſleth him 3 and in one of the greateſt, and moſt outragious bis 
thereof, hee (without wit, or guide) runnesto'Saint Seboſtiano's Church, __ 
"Ot? | | ather 
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TRL By aerigas Canteflour, and mm private. and ſexious Confetiion;: reyeales him, 
-he hath poyſaned hjsBrother Don Pedro, and allo muatthered Dex Merfredgs ad- 
wgwithall, that God: (our. of Þis- adulgent Mercy) weulino lenger permit him 
eclrge oa: with the cancealing thereph, and then begges his Abſalhution,and 
R<emiſhaon for.the ſamey., His Cenkedonr (being a religious Chugati-man) mach ls+ 
menting, and wondering phe towlnefte of. Hee his (Penltents) two bloody facts, 
although hee finde more difficulty than reaſon to grant his deſire, yet enquiring of 
him, it there were any Aher acceffhhry with himin theſe Murthers. and Do# Martino 
freely and firmely acknowledging to him there was none, but the Devill and Him- 
{le <, hes, (after 2{erious checke, and. religious reprivende). in hope of his fatufe 
contratig pentance,. gives him..a tharpe and {everePenance (though ng way 
KPH 1s crimes). and ſo abſolves him x; and. yer. for.the ſpace ot at leaſta 
whale. moneth 2ftes, his hunacy (bythe Permiſhon of God) (till followes him, when 
(6x a further tial of his compartment, and hope of his repentance) God is againe 
eaked.to flaghathehandiot bis Judgement, and.ſo freen.him from his madneſle 
and qi{traction, to ſce whether he'll prove Gold'or Droſle,a Chriſtian ora Divell: 
: Nox long after this, his Caofetlour Father Thoaras (being Curate of one of the 
neighhouring Parifbes) faVes extrearne ficke of. a Pluriſie, and fo dangerouſly licke;, 
that biyPhyficzan (deſpairing of his life) bids him prepare his body tor death, and 
his Soule forHeaven, and God : Who then revoking to minde (what he hath heard 
and ſcene) hawpzicyoully and forrowfully the Lady Cecilliaratakes the Death of her 
'Brothex and Huſband, agd.anore, in that ſhe is rgnoxang who are therr Murtherers, he 
is no longer reſolved to burthen his conſcience and Soule with concealing thereof ; 
but to write 1t to her in a Letter, the which hee chargeth and conjureth his owne Siſter 
Cyrilla to deliver into hex gwne hands, ſome three dayes after his burialkthe which we 
{hall ſce her ſhortly performe : for the Prieſt Father Thomas, her Brother lived not 
three weekesatter.: | ; | 
Inthe meanetime, come wee to the Lady Dor Catherina, the Mother, who having 
eutward]y wepyftor the Death of her eldeſt Sonne Dor Pedro, for the diſobedient 
Aightand clandeſtine Marriage of her Daughter Cecillzana to Monfreds, who is now 
murtbercd, but.by whom-ſhee knoyes not, and ſeeing her ſaid Daughter thereby 
made a;forrowfull, Widdow, fhee:(as an indulgent and kinde Mother) forgetting 
what fhee had formerly done and beene, and now deliroustocomfort her, and ta bee 
comforted of her, againe ſends her Sonne Dor Martino to Yaldebelle, to follicite his 
Siſter toreturne, and to live with her in Burgos « Who (deteliting this project and re- 
ſolution of his mather) is very ſorrowtall thereatz but ſecing that ſhee will bee 
abeyed, hee rides over th #a/debelle, to his Silker, and there delivereth his mothers 
will and meſlage to ber butin ſuchfaintand cold tearmes, as ſhee thereby knowes, 
he is farre more deſirous of her abſence than her, preſence, and of her ſtay, than her 
returne'z yea, (and to write the truth of .ber minde) his very (ight (trikes ſuch flames 
of teaxe into her heart, andof ſuſpition into her thoughts, that ſhe (till aſlumes and 
retaines her old opinion anf hey org that hee ts the abſolute murtherer of ker 
Brother Dor Pedro, and her Huſband Dow Monfredo but heerein ſhee now holds ic 
diſcretion to conceale her ſelf to her felfe, and. {@ gives him kinde and reſpective 
entertainment; {bee prayeshim w report her humble duety to her mother, that ſhee 
will conſider of -her requeſt, and eithes ſend orbring ber her reſolution ſhortly : 
but inwardly in her Heart and Soule-ſhewtends nothing lefle,than either to hazard 
her cotitent uponthe diſcontent .of hermather,' or:(which is worſe) her lite on the 
Inveterate malice of: her Brother Don Martivos 14 | - | ; FA 
And now we approach anddray neere,'to ſeethe Judgementsand Juſtice of God 
oventake this. our wretched .Dox Mario, for theſe his two moſt lamentable and 


bloody murthers. . And now his Sacred: Majeſty is fully reſolved rodetet them, and = 


his Arrow is beat, apd Sword whettedyto punilh bits for the ſame 3 for we mult tn- 
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derſtand that the very ſame day which her Brother Doj Martino was laſt with her at 
Fafdebelle, his Confeſſour Father Thomas dyed 3 and ſomethree dayes after; his Siſter 
Cyrilla (according to his dying Order) rides over to the Lady Cerill;anz; and delive- 

reth her the Prieſt her Brothers Letter 3 at the receipt whereof, CecHHlzani findes dif= 

ferent emotionsin her Heart, and paſhions in her minde': when going into the next 

roome, ſhe breakes up the ſeales, and findes therein thefeLines. 1 


FaTHER THOMAS to CECILLTANA. 


W- knowing that the Lawes of Heaven are farre more powerfull and ſacred than thoſe 
of Earth, as Inowlie on my Death-bed, ready to leave this life, and to flic into the 
Ares of my Saviour and Redeemer Chriſt Jeſus, I could not goe to my Grave in peace;before 
Thad Coke unto thee, that very lately thy Brother Don Martino in $xint Honoria's 
Church, dtliveredunto mee in Confe|ſion, That hee had firſt poyſoned thy Brother Don Pedro 
with a paire of perfumed Gloves, and then after murthered thy Huchand Don Monfredo 
with his Rapier in Burgos : And although I mmſt and doe acknowledge, that he was in his Fit 
Lynacy and Madneſſe, when he thus made himfelfe a witneſſe againſt himſelfe hereof, yet no 
bt the immediate finger and providence of God led bim to this reſolution, as an a&# which 
infinitely tends to his Sacred Honour and Glory. . Tſend thee this Letter by my Siſter Cyrilla, 
whom: I have ſtrifly charged to aeliver it to thee three dayes = my buriall, becauſe T hold it 
moſt conſonant to my Profeſſion and Order, that not my Life,but my Death ſhould heerein vio- 
late the Seale of Confeſſton,and thou ſhalt ſhew ſelf 4 ja. religious and Chriſtian Lady, if 
thou make this uſe hereof, that it 1s not my ſelfe, but God who ſent; thee this newes by mee. 


' - 


- FATHER THOMAS. 


Cecilliana having over-read this Letter, and therein underſtood and found out that 
her Brother Don Martino 1s the cruell murtherer, both of' her Brother Dox Fedro, and 
her Huſband Don Monfreds,. her griefe thereat doth ſo farre overſway her Reaſon, 
and her malice and revenge her Religion, as once ſhee is of the minde to murther 
him with her owne hand, 1n requitall hereof; but then againe ſtrangling that bloody 
thought in its conception, ſhee vowes, that if not by her owne hand, hee ſhall yet in- 
fallibly dye by the hand of the common Executioner : When Love, Pitty, Nature, 
Reaſon, Griefe, Sorrow, Rage, and Revenge, acting their ſeverall Parts uponthe 
Stage of her Heart, ſhee findes a great combate in her Heart, and reluQancy in her 
Soule, what, or what not to doe herein z when with many teares and prayers (by the 
advice and counſell of God) ſhee enters into this confultation hereon with her ſelfe. 
Ahlas, unfortunate and ſorrowfull Ceci{/iana! It is uponno light pteſumprion, or tri- 
viall circumſtances, that I beleeve my Brother Martizo to bee the inhumane murthe- 
rerof my Brother Dox Pedro, and Huſband' Monfredoz for beſides that God ever 

rompted mine Heart, and whiſpered my Soule that this was true, yet now heere is 
fi owne Confeſlion to his Ghoſtly Father, and his Ghoſtly Fathers owne Letter and 
Confeflion to me, to the ſame effect, Evidences and Witnefles, without exception, as 
cleare as noone day, and as bright as the Sunne in his hotteſt and brighteſt meridian, 
that hee, and onely hee, was the murtherer of them both : but oh poore Cecillians 
(quoth ſhe) to what a miſerable eſtate and perplexity hath theſe his bloody faQsand 
crimes now reduced me! For he hath | ered my brother and my Huſband, ſhall 
I then permit him to live ? but,withall, hee'is likewiſe my brother, and ſhall Ithen 
cauſe him todye? Trueit is, I cannotrecall their Lives, but it is likewiſe as true that 
I may prevent his Death 3 forasthe firſt lay not m my power to refriedy, yet allthe 
World kniowes,thatthe ſecond merely depends of my pity,courtefie,and compaſſion 
to prevent : but Ahlas (faith ſhee)the tyesof Heaven are, and ought to bee infinitely 
more'ſtrong thanthofe of 'Eatth; and the glory of Godtobe farre preforregheruer 
II a 
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all our naturall afteCtons and obligations to our beſt Friends, or neareſt or deareſt 
Kinsfolks whoſoever.'Thereforc, as to detect theſe Murthers of his, thou art nofriend 
to Nature, ſo againe, to conceale them , thou thereby makeſt thy ſelfe an enemie to 
Grace) foraſſure thy ſelfe, unfortunate Cec;{iarra, that God will never be appeaſed, 
nor Juſtice ſatisfied, untill their innocent blood be expiated, and waſhed away in his, 
who is guiltie thereof; becauſe, as by detecting Murther, we bleſle and glorihe God, 
ſo by concealing it, we heap a fatall Arath:ma, and curſe upon our own heads. 

As Clouds are diſlipated, and blowne away, when the Sunariſeth and mounteth 
in his verticall luſtre and glory, fo Ceci/iang having thus ended her conſultation with 
her ſelfe, and now began her reſolution with God , ſhe leaves Yaldebele , takes her 
Coach, and diſpeeds away to Burgos 5 where in ſteed of going to her Lady Mothers, 
ſhe goes directly to the Corrigador s(or Criminall Judges)of that Citie,and with much 
griefe and ſorrow (her tears interrupting ber ighes, and her fighes her tears) before 
them accuſeth her Brother Dor: Martinoto be the bloodte murtherer of her Brother 
Don Pedro, and her Husband Don Monfredo; and for proofe of this truth, produceth 
the Letter of Father Thomas his Conteſlor. The Judges reade it, and areaſtoniſhed 
with this report of hers, and far the more, in regard they here ſce a Siſter call the life 
of her own Brother in queſtion 3 but they ſee that ſhe hath as much right and reaſon 
tor her Accuſation, as her inhumane Brother Dor Martino wanted for his malice, in 
making himſelfe guiltie of theſe foule and bloodie Crimes: Wherefore attributing 
it wholly tothe pleaſure and providence of God,they highly extoll her pietie and in- 
tegritie towards his facred Majeſtte, in preferring his Glorie before the ſcandall and 
nuſerie of her ſo wretched and execrable Brother 3 and then (out of their zealeand 
honour to Juſtice) they (to evince and vindicate the truth of this lIamentable buſi- 
neſle) ſend away for Cyril/a, and (as ſoone as ſhe came) upon her Oath propoſe her 
theſe three Queſtions : Firſt, whether ſhe had this very Letter from her deceaſed Bro- 
ther Father Thomas his own hand, and that he gave her order and charge todeliver it 
to the Ladie Cecil/iana, three daies after his deceaſe ? Secondly, if it were of his owne 
. writing and ſealing ? And thirdly, it ſhe with her own hands, Gelivered this Letter to 
the LadieCecilliana?To all which three Queſtions,Cyrilla(with a [taid look and coun- 
tenance) an{wereth afhrmatively, and thereupon (with haſte and ſecrecy) they'grant 
out a Warrant toapprehend Don Martino, when he was as it were drowned in volu 
tuouſneſle, ſecurity, and impenitencie, as making it his vaine-glorieto build Caſtles 
of contentin the aire, and toerett Mountains of wealth and preterment in'the Ytopia 
of his ambitious deſires and wiſhes, without ever having the grace, citherto think.of 
his former borrible Crimes, or future puniſkment for the ſame. He 1s amazed-at his 
Apprehenſion by the Sergeants, but far more, at the fightand prefence'of the Crimi- 
nall Judges, before whom he is now brought. They ſharply accuſe him of theſe two 
aforeſaid foule Murthers, and for evidence and witneſſes, produce him his Confeſlor 
Father Thomas his Letter, his Siſter Cyrzl/a, and his own Siſter the Lady Cecillianaz at 
the ſight and knowledge whereof, he at firſt ſeemed to be much appalled and daunt- 
ed, but at laſt recollefting his Spirits (taking counſcllof the Devill, and not of God) 
aſlames a bold countenance, puts himſelfe and his tongue on the points of deniall 
and juſtification, and ſo to his Judges tearms his Confeſlor a Devill, and no Man,and 
Cyrilla and his Siſter Cecilliana Witches, and no Women, ſounjultly and _ tO ac- 
cuſe him of theſe foule Murthers, whereof he aftirmes not onely the act, but the very 
name and thought is odious and execrable to him. But God wwll not be mocked, nor 
. his Judges deluded with this his Apologie : So they adjudge him to the Rack; the 
firſt tortures whereof, he indureth with an admirable fortitude and patience, but the 
ſecond he cannot ; but thenand there confeſſeth himſelfe to be guilty, and the ſole 
Authour and Actour of both theſe deplorable Murthers : but yet his heart and ſoule 
is ſtill ſo obdurated by the Devill, as he hath neither the will to be ſorrowfull,nor the 
grace to be repentant for the ſame. | 
is Q q For 
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For Expiation of which his inhumane and bloody Crimes, his Judges condemne 
him to be hanged, and his Right hand to be firſt cut offand burnt thenext morning, 
at the Common place of Execution,notwithſtanding that his afflicted and ſorrowfull 
Mother (out of the naturall and tender affection which ſhe bore him) imployed all 
her friends and poſlible power, yea, and offered all her own Eſtate and Lands to ſave 
his life ; but ſhe could not prevaile or obtain it. So the next morning, (in obedience 
to this his Sentence) this Monſter of Nature Dox Martino is brought to the common 

Place of Execution, to take his laſt farwell ofthis life, and this world : He was clad 

in a black Silke Grograine Sute, with a faire white Rufte about his neck, and a black 
Beaver Hat on his head, which he drew downe before his eyes, that he mightneither 
ſee,nor be ſeen of that great concourſe of people there preſent, who came to ſee him 
conclude the laſt Scene and Cataſtrophe of his life 3 When after his Right hand was 
cut off and burnt, which held the Rapier, whereby he murthered Dox Monfredo , he 
then aſcended the Ladder : Where the Spectators expeCting ſome repentant and re- 
ligious Speech from him before his Death, he reſembling himſelfe (I meane, rather 
an Atheiſt than a Chriſtian, and rather a Devill thana Man) as he lived, fo he would 
dye, a prophane and graceleſle Villaine 3 for ſome ſpeeches he (betwixt his teeth) 
mumbled to himſelfe, but ſpake not one word that could be heard or underſtoad of 
any one : and ſo moſt ids he himſelfe putting the Rope about his neck (al- 
though all the people, and eſpecially two Friers neer him, cryed to him to the con- 
wa he ſaved the Hangman his labour, and ſo (with more haſte and deſperation 
then repentance) he caſt himſelfe off the Ladder, and was hanged. And thus was the 
bloody life and deſerved death of this Hell-hound and limbe of the Devill, Doz Mar- 
tino3 and in this ſort and manner did the juſt revenge of God triumph ore his foule 
and bloody Crimes 3 which, may all true Chriſtians reade to Gods glory-, and to the 
inſtru&ion of their own ſouls. And if the curioſity of the Reader make him farther 
defirous to know what became of the old Lady Catherixathe Mother, and of Dona 
Cecilliana the Daughter, after all theſe their diſmal] and diſaſtrous Accidents, I 
thought good (by the way of a Poſt-ſcript) briefly to adde this for his ſatisfaQtion , 
Thatthe Mother lived not long after, but her Daughter was firſt reconciled to her: 
and ſhe to her Daughter , to whom ſhe (having no other childe) left all her whole 
Eſtate : And for her, who was now become likewiſe very rich.as having a faire year- 
ly Revenue and Joynture out of her deceaſed Husband Dow Monfreds's Landsand 
Means, although ſhe were againe ſought in Marriage by ſome noble Gallants of Ca- 
file and Burgos, yet ſhe reſolved never to marry more 3 and asI have yithin theſe ve- 
ry few yeares underſtood, ſhe then lived ſometimes at Byrgos, and ſometimes at / o/de- 
belle, in great Pompe and Felicity. 


GODS 


S413 Ta # 


LS 
iy } 
3" 


_— b py Lo 
= £16 N81 if 
—— ""w_ s; Toy | [ 
#1 j i 
(3 ODS 


"THE CRYING AND 
Exccrable -Sinne of Murther. 


| 
| EI FRI 


AIEE 

\ _ "4 

. $ | 

457 4 = 
p /' 3). ” -Þy. 

iT 7 _ = 

, , TP þ ir , , _ 

\ \ cn 


- 
. 


tt. thn M44 T Cy 


*T | x ns ff 


HistoryY X XIIL 


Alphonſo poyſoncth his own, her Sophia, and after ſhoots and kils Caſino (ar he was 
| Cage inbis Garden) with a Mort Mucket (or Carabine) from 4Window. He js beheaded 
for theſe two mmrihers, then burnt, and his aſhes thrown into the River. 


ENTITIES Faith and Prayer are the two Pillars of our Souls, and may 
þ 4-4" $ well be called. the Fortreſle of Chriſtian piety againſt the 
”tentations of Sathan ; ſo by the contrary we expoſe and lay 
open our ſelves to the treacherous lures and malice of the 
Devill. For if by Faith we donotffirſtbeleeve , then pray 
unto God for our own preſervatian,it will be no hard mat- 
ter for him totempt us in our choller, to quarrell with our 
}| - beſt friends,and in our malice and revenge tamurther eyert 
"our neareſt and deareſt Kindred. O Fazth, the true foun- 
| h dation of our ſoverajgne felicitic ! O Prayer, the ſweet pre- 
ſcryative and facred Manna of our foules, how bleſſed doe you make thoſe who em- 
brace and retaine you ! and contrariwife, how miſerable and wretchedare they wha 
contemne and rejet you ! Of which laſt number , this inſuing Hiſtory wilt produce 
us one, who (by his debauched life, and corrupt converſation) trampled thoſe two 
heavenly Vertues and Graces under his feet, without thinkjng of God, or regarding 
much lefſe fearing his judgements : But how God (in the ch) routed him for thg 
fame, this Hiſtorie will likewiſe ſhew us. May we therefore reade it to Gods glory, 
andtoour owne inſtruftion. _ IS ee 2 EB A ee | 


Þo Citie of Yercels, (after Twrin, one of the chiefeſt of Piedmont) bordering tees 
rothe Eſlcs and Dutchy of Mil, here larly ir aghh Cnmon of that Cache 
tral Church ned oſs Hime y who ad a daintie lewom, 
to his Neece, named DengBloeweras whoſe Mother (holng, Filler th cape) vamed 
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Dona Tabells Ceba, lately died, and left this her onely Daughter = childe her Heire, Heire; 
Res eErVncle Calſanc 5 ; eſther in 
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yrs Nis his Norce 2D ; that oh age was too Stoicall for her med yrs and that 
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youu $2 to agen yearsof ages ether th rom her new apparel, and 

Cer pertinent neceſfaries,and giving her a Wh hng-maid, and a Man of his ownto 
med s ly pr + wh in p_y 4 e -Gigeof ſſall -n R—_ = ; na 
err&t, to the (4 df rita Sophi, a Widow ewomfn , le aſed 
rh but in rently rich, but endowed with all thoſe Weber of Art and 
Honour. which male her tkinous, Tot or iin Piedduont andLomberdie, but alſo to all 
Italy; aud to her he therefore writes this inſuing Letter toaccompany his Neece, and 
chargeth his Mar with the delivery thereof to-her. . 


Casstns to $6PRT A 
0 (atisfie your PETTY re neſtrgind) my former now ſend you my Neece Elea- 
T nora Pp Wc whom 1 £94h Pray thee touf On q pH jad 
thy Hand: maid. She baths other Vale but me \ nor any other acquaintance but thy  ſelfe, 
with whom Iwould entruſt her for her Equcation,and recommend her for her Inſtruftion. + 
is not inclined to any vice that know of;except t6 thoſe imperſettions wherein her youth ex- 
> haky Mr and it 1s both uy order and charge to her, that ſhe carefully and curionſy 
ber ſelfe with vertues in thy example and imitation, witi whith the priviledges of 
Natyre and ad Prrtone (as Beautie and Wealth) are but ovh, dro ſhadowes, and no true ſub- 


ances becauſe there is a5 much difference betwixt thoſe thoſe betw eem the ba 
Far and the c: corruption of the body, or between the | Fewitie 22d :xcelontg excellencix p- = aa, hr 


the oa drtit a 1d baſeneſſe enelſe oth. I am content to lend ber ts you for mpneths, but 
de infniteg 4 wh grue ale thy Vertues for ever. In which 1. parece, and 
donation,th } confer much happinteſſe to her ,##d honour t to Me, and ever 
binde both be her oy and my age to thee ina ftritf obligation « of thanks on debt. What appa- 
rel, or other ce fſaries tbok Demeſt her to neck m7 will THY) be Ine. Cod ever bleſſe her 
5 bis feare, an on both to bis Glory. | _ 


Carpino. 
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Hiſt; X0111. Sopbia, antber wrercbed Son 241pbonſo. 385 
fiow yeart $/ant-render affetion and-duty:toher Uncde,withtears inher eyes; | 
hicrto'remembtr her beſt ſervice tohim at —_ home 3 andthe Lacy copia 
byhimlikewi( returnsand ſends/him this Letter in anſwer of his. 13017, 1o3old 
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6& br. 19d T 95/7 If myo HeA to CA'SSTNO- 
«rms 10d oft 3gels 23) 03 bale fintiobnosy eo tt nn 1-141 1201 0221 OIKN 
Worow 158 whether you beve Hade me more proud ," or joyfult, by ſending wee Eleanors 
Tar, od heveeraren wie far mort hononr than T deſerve, owe ar lefſe than ſhe ies. 
rofl, andl 3phb- 4h ſhalt be ar ruth wy Daughter in afftFion, as ſhe if your neece by Ne> 
FIFOS Wd of Ebeot uny ABPIH Nature wv Tadgement in Inclinations, ber vertnes and be 
ABOM RAR) BATH Fr 41h het year? ;, for dt the one is erenilous of Fame, and the other of Glory : ſo 
(un rotdly Rivalt,argtt honourable friends) they already ſeeme to ſtrive and contend its 
fob \Phppemaneie> bo the Jaſt' of which (arbeing indeed conn 1999 and ſoverdigne) if my 
pol Cap af 1t68,) br weak endeavours may ade any thing, 1 will efteeme it my ambition for your 
Js; ERR hers. But if you reſolve not rather to 'gioe her to'we for ſore yeares, 
vollendiber to-xee for a few moneths.you willthen kill my hopes in their buds and my joyes 
i ther Bloſobeed aied ſo make'me as unfortunate in her abſence, as Tſhall be happy in her G, ht 
auth company. /fofor her Apparell, and other neceſſaries 5 ſhe fhall 'Wart nothing which is 
either fit \far het ts have, or you to give” | Let Jour proger: to Godever deſire , and folow ber 
welfave\ antrhen reſt confident,that ber prayers ana mine ſhall never fails to wiſh you long life, 
anehtoimplore all profperity for you. + { 210 
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SOPHIA- 


Caſſmes did well to place hisyoung Neece Electors with the Lady Sophia, but ill in 
forgetting that ſhe had a very debauched-young Gentleman to her Sonne, named 
8eiqnior Alphonjo,of (ometwoand twenty years of age,who(to her griefe and ſhame) 
hautts het atrd her houſe as a Ghoſt ,' makes himſelfe the publick laughter and pitte 
ofallthe different humours of Caſall, yea the lewdnefle of his life, and the irregula+ 
rity.of his converſation, and actions, bath reduced him tothis fatall point of miſery, 

| that hz holds ita noble vertue in him; to precipitate himſelfe and his reputation into 
| baſedebts,vices;and company, making this his ſhame his glory, and lewd vices his ho- 
[ noar, nll in the. end notcaring forthe. world, the world will not care for him, nor he 
for himfſelfe,, watill he bave wholly loſt himſelfe in hirhſelfe , without either de- 
ſert5or hope ever:to be found or recalled againe. But at laſt ſeeing fo ſweet a beau- 


| ty. and. {o richan Heireas Elcarora fallen into his Mothers hands, and therefore he 
—_— thinks mto his3"and hoping that her wealth ſhall redeeme his prodigalinies,. 
: revive hisdecayed/Eftate and Fortunes, he ſecretly courts her : but Eleanora (as 
, 4 er ts) \ſees his vices with-diſdaine, himſelfe with contempt, and his affeCti- 
" ontoheewith ſcorne. Hes importunate in his ſute; and ſhe perverſe and obſtinatean 
r her;deniall, but; tbe .refolves'toconceale it from all the world. Asfor 4/phomſo , he 

(after«ſomelix moneths time) acquaints the Lady Sophie hisMother herewith and 

with . his fervent deſire and\atfetion tomarry Eleatora; but ſhe ehargeth:him on her 

bleſling,cnevet)to proceed: any further herein without het'conſentarid order; and 
l, quoth ſhe, if here (in the preſence of God and my ſelfe) thou wilt now ſwear whol- 
te ly to abandery all thy former vices, henceforth to be abſolutely led by my advice 
n and counſell, and to ſteereall thy aftions by the ſtarre of Honour , and the card of 
T Vermey'then {will promiſe thee to uſe all my beſt endeavours, and: poflible' power, 
Is bottowith Ca/fonc; ant Blearory, to effect th Side hbeifubente (withimuch cour- 
Mm tefie and /humbicy,) thanks his Mother] and folemnly rs tÞ:God and her, to pet- 
n5 forme-all chefe points carefully and pahCtuallyz (9 WW" RISIATY- and 
t reverence: tothisoath, he:doth it on his knees; and it is a all joy'to her;to.fee- 
i tive (raiy-achd ric 32 cherevf dad ceo fall:out:and 5: for this 
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barn dpi in aneny few. dyes; is becoint anew mity and ſheifrom her heart 
pwH{tth; and. glorafeth Godi for this bis happy-converſion3:and if bis 
| ele er Sophia _ glad therbot; pofletieis out ſwedt young Elcanora,, formow hereby: 
ſhe ſees that ſhe is rid of her Sutor. 
Caſſino comes over threo ſeverall tiexv0 Kafallto ſet his Necce. The Lady 80- 
phia ay him her beſt —— He is and glad to ſee that ſhe hath im- 
prined ſuck chatacters of yertgeand honour inhers and during his ſtay th ere,Sophia 
Ry kerSqane A phaſe not to {peak or mationa word to Caſino, of this his affe- 
oneo his xauog Neece #leewora; ſo.bb beareshim(clfe exceeding modeſtly and re- 
On ace Ar Span 7s his paw megan rages Þ it fitnotas yet to break or ſpeak 
bexcofig Cyl/onaGolſano (v0.wey ing of their-intents _ defixes om 


t]y.the Lady, Sophia," he nates 11 to-ſee that her Sonne' 4 
aeee)ach th nowie, butatatling if his condition, and canve bs 
whereat he.beartilythanks lim and thinking.then (though reſervedly and. roman 


1x40 take timeand opportunity at advantage, ſhe leaves nota vertue of her Sonnes 
& tom undiſplayed, or unmagnivied, but extols them all to the skie, and himſclfe be- 
yortthe . , and ſo leaves the temainder hereof to time, and theiflue toGod, 
Rutyet revalving and tuninating inher. winde, how (in a fairand honourable way) 
reblaigd abjs, rich and beautifull young prize forher Sonne; and holding it diſcre- 

tat, mat as II tomotion'ormentsen it to her, ſhe ſecretly layes wait at YVercels 
to know when Caſſins will have home his Neece, and ſo fome three weekes before 
that time ſhe holds it fitto motion it to him by her Letter , which ſhe doth in theſe 
tearmess 7 11 « O 


4 


9AM, to CASS1T1NO.. 


Firs fervent affeTion, aud vertuows thee of my Sonne Alpbodſo, to curry your Ne 
Eleanora,zs now the ſole canſe and ar gnment of this my Letter ta you,the which That not 
attempted to write or ſend you, bat\ that T know bitlove and zeale to ber is as. pure, ds _ 
beauty andvertues are excellegt. Hee (witbout myrivuacy or knowledge) bath atre 
oxeal his ſite to ber, and as he teles me, ſhe hath returned bin herdeniAlin fteud of 
ſent, whereof 1 held my ſelfe bound to advertiſe you, becauſe bis ambition and wx is 
fo honourable,s it ſhall goe hand in ha#d with your goodwill and approbation but never with- 
ond it.e ſpecially i in $. rar. you haveplenſed to recommend ber to my charge and cuſtody aubere- 


2 Tf prom © you, ke he fone pradtiſed tothe prejudioe of ber honour 


jeu content. or as re? meane; which I cat give, or yourequire of mee; to make 
were I net > Orr yrs 


for your Neece, Iwill freely and chearefully emo _—y ape et 
and firmely aſſured, thatbee is now as deepely enemonr 
Ra kaforriownsf i their cautraries, weither ny tongue or def eerie nd 
[oe ems fute to her ac ;i and your confederation. The ' joy and. x 
God inhis and faved Providence reſolve to make it a Marriage 
rms bope in ap, hub-wedrre rar wires vimeahd the content your owne 3 ' wherein I re- 


your Anſwere, and entreat you $8'Yemaine confident, that both imthir, and in alt 
Tags  ITIEELCIST wy Ts nth Cant il ) 
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the receitand porous ofthis Letter of thoLady 2opin isnata lit- 
ſee Neece Fleanors for wiſeto berSotwe 
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Hil, 3, X111. Sophiny and bar wretched Serme Alphonſo. 
andaot.to $n notige ofthe other; \bat wilt frame hisexcufeto themherein, 
chat ce3dy.diſpoled athis Neecaand that their motion to-him for her cams 
too late, when in heart reſolving to make her preferment and fortuneemore aflared; 
and not ſodoubtfull; and to match her in a higher blood , and nobler family than 
that of theirs x; he yot ip diſcretion and honour, knowing himſelfe bound toanſwer 
the Lady Sophia's Letter,cals for Pen and Paper,and by her own Servant and Meſſen- 
gr Furathismiadeand enſobuionto ber thus) 1c, 1 1513o 3H on 114 
Dawn - 
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ni lis ,voriot nt Hs 2 offer oe Nh. onnot tr ottw lit nud aol 0; il 
AS honghttha tender yewter of my NetceiEleanora wake ber intapuble bf miartaxces) yeb 
Few ih Adrts end referent merits , and your Sount Alphonſo's honorable 


; If Fr 

pA ud eats ity; her (mbtdhrertory wayeueeed: ber poore beauty tndvertaes) hed imfaltibly 
ile the 0 gravthber for his mifhrwhich Fuod now inforced 19 deny,” +4 regard I have alveatly 
(by aj premfe) difpotdand gioutn ber tounecther beſoreyour Let ter 0dme #0 my hands, and 
ney that wot ion-of his arvivolto my knowledge anibunderſtanding: For to me 
it mowAend ſhow thave bees hoth a fivent jay anda firgilar honour, to have ſcene your Soune 
of chad to. myi Neect inn the lacks of Wedlbth; But God having otherwiſe decreed it ; you 
bave many regſons toreft confident, that your Sexe is reſerved for hor better, and ſhe promi- 
ſeah.to. bis inferiours, and therefore the frenzeſſe of this your profered courteſie ts her, and of 
you honanralle neſpel? and affection towerds me, ſpall for ever tye me to a thawkfull 4cknow- 
ledgoment and ant inmortdl obligation; and Iwill nake it my chiefeſt Felicity and Ambiti- 
nary 2 way anywapeither ſerve you in your Sonne Alphonſo, or him 
an hi; Mother Sophia , of hoſe cenverſicis to vertue, and propenſion ta goodneſſe, your Let- 
"_ firouely.and jayfully afſured me;thet the truth hereofwill, 7 hope, hereafter prove 
his bappineſſe int your context and glory; the which ny moſt Religious Prayers ſhall till deſire 
ef God; becanuſt be ii your atlyChilde and Sonne by Nature , and your ſelfe my molt honourable 
friend, both by deſert and pureſt. old 37 
21 11 Lig) L 92 | | 
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+! Within three weeks after that Cifixo had diſpatched away this his Letrer to the 
Lady>Sopbin, be then (in ooh hand conſideration of the debauſhed life and 
carrupe-prancks and. vices of her Sonne A{phonſo) hot thinking his Neece Eleanors to 
be fafe with herin Cf, for feare leſther old wit ;:or his ſmooth tongue might per- 
adyenturetdo/far prevaile and work upon her:yourig yeares and indiforect affeCtion : 
he therefors'ſends over hisCoach, aidone of his Servants to bring heelhome;, and to 
the Lady Sophie writesthisgratulatoryLetter fdooherhonourable education and ens 
tertamnmear, -::: I" v1 29H? 21109 L 3.1 S111; | 
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o to SOPHEA GN bh 

O53'0 351T8 . 772! PLL tf 758 | 12 2V! | % ; RDI\E ) 2:5 "2A O01 | 
' A. Ccor ding $0 my laſt Letter to you, having heretofore privately tontratfet my Neere Eles 
f nmr art 5at ver Zar rs his requold and my promiſe'nvw require, tha 
T take her from you in Callall, to give her to hint here in Vercely 5 to which effe There ſend 
my Coach and Servant to you far her, art thſtreyou torituirnt her to me with your beſt prayers 


as Tſent her to you with ney beſt affeFion : and had not God now viſited me with ſichn:ſe, my 
jon for her returne had 1ot bene either jo ſuddaine or fo ſpeedy. Foryaur howenrable 
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heart, ſo Tam ſire will not ſhe likewiſe to allot it one in'her remembrance + "in which medvie 
time, 7, orget not ney chiefeſt reſpe@: firſt to your ſelfe, then to y our Souni. God give'ns uf this 
Grace thet we may live aud dic his Servants. $2011 0/7 V6 9 >" 11991] my 007097 DVR wa 
q 4 4c IF" | | ; LOT 0330 CG, 0M Te 
y fiergyc 4: 4 (3017 q | 194ts Cx$%'rxo.''* JP) 
0 ng, 1 ] ft) Q heig 1 wot es T+ nitha;,! ive) &71 
Now as Caſſzno': firſt Letter to Sophia (wherein hee detied her Sorme to mary his 
Neece)exceedingly afflicted and diſcontented her, ſothis his ſecond to her, where- 
in hee ſo ſuddenly ſends for her away from her, doth extteamely afflit and torment 
her, and not onely her, but likewiſe her Sonne Alphonſo, who is all in ſorrow, all in 
griefe hereat: Fornow they feare that their -hopes ot this young Lady are fruſfra- 
ted, and ſhee accordirigto her Uncles rep ort in his Lerteris contracted to ſom 
lantof Yercelly : When 4{pbon/oagaine laying before his Mother the fervencyof his 
affeftionto Elemora,and-repreſenting unto her the extremity of the griefe'andmiſe- 
ty which her refuſall of - him, and his loſle ob:her, will occaſion him, tee with fiphes 
and tearcsagaine and againe entreates his Mother to ſeeke out ſome'cure for this his 
diſconſolation, and that ſhe-will pleaſe once.more'to rryher chiefeſt wits and inven- 
ton-to change Eleanora's refuſall;and*her: Uncle Caſſine's deniall of. himto bee her 
Huſband3 when at laſt his Mother being much moved\and induced'with theſe his 
ſotrowfull paſfions and importunities, he before herdeparturedoth herſelfe breake 
this motion for her Sonne to hex, \wherem-Hherwit and age ſets upon the innocenicy 
and ſimplicity of her youth, with-the ſweeteſt oratory and moſt delicious ſpeeches 
and per{waſions which poſſibly ſhe could invent; but ſhee fihdes ber Artto bee] 

rance,and'herEloquence Folly therein For Ekarora is (asyoung as ſhee ts) deafe to 
her requeſts, and dumbe to her entreaties and perſwaſions3. returning contempt to 
the firſt and little deafneſle to the ſecond, and diſdaine to both; ſfoasm deteſtation 
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twer, and a true Admirer ofher Beauty : Tea, andtoway to exceed or ſtray from the truth, 
I-have many pig nant reaſons for this beliefe of mine; that he'is aſervant to the firſt , and 2 
ſlave to the ſecond, md thit bis flame is ſo fervent tomards her , that he would think himſelf: 
honoured to proſtrate his liferat her feet; and eſtceme himſelfe bleſſed toreceive his Death at 
her command; Fhink not +benſoflightly of him, tbo thinks ſo ſeriouſly and ſmcerely of her 5 
ard this aſſurexyour ſelfe = that if you will give her te: him in marriage , Iwill give nothing 
which I enjoy #n the world from him. In obedienct toyour requeſtiand order, I now ſend you 
yout:Neece,and 7 ane ſure that ber proficiency as her ſtuy,hath been ſo ſmall with me in Caſlall, 
a it neither deſerverherdebt, or your obligation, your. requit all or ber remembrance. My Sou 
mas eſtrous to have-viſited youwitb his Letter; but. that Lcommunded his Pen and reſolution 
herein'to ſilence : And notwithſtanding ell zour prayers for his proſperity , I ame aſſured he is 
mare your reall Servant, then you as yet are his intended friend.:1God bleſe your /elfe and my 
_ your Neece and my ſelfe, and make us all the lovers of his Grace , and the heires of his 
ji | | | | 


SOPHIA. 


| -Ceſinoupon the perufall of this Letter, perceiving that the Lady Sophizand her 


Sonne Alphonſo, were {0 farre from giving. over. their ſute to his Neece Elearora, as 
they now-proſecuted it with more /1importunity and violence than before, hee not 


onely calsher.rfſpett toward him, but her diſcretionin her ſelfe likewiſe in queſtion, 


to ſee that ſhee is incredulous that hee hath precontraGted her, or that his former Let- 
ters to her in that behalfe are not worthy of her beliefe and confidence : Whereup- 
on being ſenlible of a kinde of difreſpet and wrong, whereof ſhe had voluntarily 
made herſelfe guilty towards him, in the paſſage of this buſineſle, and abſolutely re- 
fufng to hearken to, orentertain+ any other parley, and ſo to caſtaway his Neece on 
the vices and prodigalitics of her Sonne, Hee arming his penne with diſcontent and 
choller,returns her this peremptory anſwer,which he covenanteth and reſalves with 
himſclfe, ſhall be the very laſt that he will cither write orfend to her in this nature. 


Cass1NO to SOPHIA. 


(Had well bop'd ant thought that your affeFion and judgement would have deemed my fors 

mer Letters to you (in contrating my Neece) tobe currant, not counterfeit 3, yea, tobe the 
pure irnth, aud therefore no way my policy to informe you of | the contrary 3 for ſuch procee+ 
dings to any one, eſpecially to your ſelfe (whom 1 ſo much reſpe@ for your Birth, and honour 
for your Vertzes) are as ntwortby of me. as Tan and will brignorant of them: 4s for your 
Sonne, hie zeale to my'Neece, or his affedtion to her ſervice in the way of Marriage, if it be as 
pure and fervent as you affirme it, ſhee is the more bound tobim but Totwithſtanding, the 
kſſe to your ſelfe, in that you endeavour to make we an enemy 10 my ſelfe, and to mivie owne ho4 
our, which next to my Soul is the beft pert of my ſelfe, in perſwading we to take her from 4 
Gentlem 1, to whom (by faith and promiſe) Thave ſolegmely/ given ber - and as this was my 
firſs. ſoit ſball bee my laſt reſolution and an/wer to you, whieh I aſſureyou Twrite nat ſlightly, 
but (to uſe your owne words) ſeriouſly and hacer © Therefore I thanke yoit for impoſing f- 
lence to your Sounes pernes and if you will: bencefotthlikewiſe preſcribe the ſame Law to 
your owne herein, Iwill take it both for a courteſce aud a reſpe&. from you: onely in any other 
awatter whetſdever that you ſhall thinke nee capable to ſtead ime; ar ſerve-you, your will aud 


Pleaſure ſhall bee my Law, and your Letters ſhall receive neanyreſpedd' and kiſſes from mee. T 


bavereteived my Neece, and her tongue, ard mine eye and eare,1 we how mexch we both 
' ereboundto you for your care, and bet praficiency in Cailall, the which wy Age and ber Toth 
will +xpaſe fo Uſury before T a ary re you thePrincipall, and ſhee the intereit 
herfiiSiod over baſe 706, and pau itare onlo, arid gave; yountoleſſe joy and honour 
"E:” ' bizr ther Thope and deftre to fine in mine owne Neece Bleanore:\ (in) 11 1 
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'Fhe Lady Sypbiu grieves, and heySdmmc 4/phonſo ſtormevat the receipt of this un- 

CE Me oe cioliye ; fee thetr hopes of his Neece Eleawors rever- 

{ed and fruftrated. and although this his flat made her wn no more 

to ſtirs or emermeddlc hevcin, yot (ax Lovers aretmpatient of denials and delayes) 

fome three weekes after;he prayes hw: Mother to ride over to Yercely,againe to prove 

Cajſmneyand likewiſe to (agame) moton and ſollicite it to Eleavors, hoping that her 

preſence may purchaſe tharwhrok her Letters cannot procure;zand he is very defirous 

arid willing to accompany her himſchfe. His Mother Sophia grants both his requeſts3 

they #rivero Ferceh, where the Mother courts the Uncle, and the Sonne the Neece ; 

and ofrhoughthey fade exceeding greatCheere and noble Entertainment, yet in the 

point of there buſinefie, which ts Aiphonjo's Marriage to Eleanere, they finde them- 

ſebvesboft, andtheir ſaretn vaine, and fo they ateenforced to returne toCofſall with 

their defimitive ſentence of denial}, which makes her to bite the lip, and mfinitely 

grievesandexaſperates her Sonne 3 ſo now hee againe caſts off the Cloake of Ver- 

rue, and farteiwoffethan ever, flies to his old vices and finnes, which his Mother 

with her ſweet perſwafions and remonſtrances can no longer retaine or conceale, 

efpecutly from'tiis Whoting and Drunkenneſle : yea, and which is moſt lamenta- 

ble anddeplorable, hee wilt rio Jonger ſerve God, either abroad or at home, for hee 

farſckes the Chimch, and wholly abandoneth/ that ſweet and Heavenly Vertue of 

| ' Prayer, which isthe ſpitiraatl food and life of the Soule. : His Mother Sophiacxcee- 

dingly weepesatid grieverheerear, bur how to remedy it ſhee knowes not : Forhis 

' diſcontent hach made hinvfo vicious, 'his vices ſo obftinate, and his obſtinacy ſo our- 

ragiows'and violent, as his Mother furfeits with his Love-ſute to Eleawors, and will 

no more entermeddle witty it. Hee prayes and reprayes her to. make one Jo 

more fos hin roeecely, tofee what alterations time may have wrought in the hearts 
of Caſſino and Eleanore, butſhes is as averſe and wilfull, as hee is obſtinate and 
emptory : and'thertfore conſtantly vowes, neither to write, nor everto con 

| more-with them herein. Burthis refolute anſwer of the Mother breedes bad blood 

=. in the Sonne, yea it makes a Mutiny in his thoughts, a Civill Warre in his Heart, and 

A a flat Rebellion in his reſolutions againſt her tor theſame, to which the Devill (the 

[ Arch-enemy, and Incendiary of our Soules) blowes the Coales. For hee who here- 

6 tofore Iooked onhis Mother with obedience and affeCtion, cannot (or at leaſt will 

ITET not) ſee her now but with contempt and malice 3 yea, he is ſo devoid of Grace, and 

19%:28 foexemptof Govdneſfe, that hee lookes from Charity to Wrath, from Religion to 

\ Revenge, from Heavento Hell; and ſoreſolvestomurther her, thinking with him- 

FN felfe,that if he had once diſpatchr her;he ſhould then be ſole Lord of alther wealth, 

23a and that then thishis great and abſolute Eftate would ſoone induce Cofino and Elee- 

3 #04, tO accept of 'his affetion : But hee reckons without his Soule and without 

God; andthereforc no marvellif theſe ins bloudy hopes deceive and betray him : 

| his Religion and Conſcience cannot prevaile with him, neither hath his Soule either 

ce or powerenGughto divert bim from this fatall buſineſle, andexccrable reſo- 

tion: 'for he with be ſo infetnalt a Monſter of Nature, as toatt her death of whom 

he received his life. He conſults with himfelfe, and the Devill with him, whether he 


ſhould.ſiab or poyfon her, burthe holds it fa ie ſafe and lefle dangerous, toule 
the DrugthentheDagger, won: we 46 19S to which end hee being 
reſolute mhis rage, —aeves rear by -heasan execrable Villaine (or in» 
deed ratherasa ')providerhnnlelfe of the which he ſtil! carries about 


to give:an end to. this deplorable bufinefle, the 
zethr him: The manner thus, * "3 


Py rs way Pranks pt doth exceedingly diftempertheLady 
Sophia his Mothers ſpiri Mohaypte thadibeis three dayes ficke of 2 
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ſome Almond-milke to be made her, the which ſhe compoundeth with many coole 
hearbs and other wholeſome Ingredients of that nature and quality, which ſhe takes 
three times each day, morning, after dinner, and before fhee goes to bed : So the 
third day of her Sickneſſe, walking in the afternoone in one of the ſhaddowed Al- 
lies of her Garden with her Sonne, and there with her beſt advice reQifying and di- 
refing his Reſolutions from Vice to Vertue, ſhee is unexpectedly ſurpriſed with the 
Symptome of her Feaver, when litting downe,and cauſing ker waiting Maid to hold 
her Head in one of the Arbours,ſhe prayes her Sonne Alphonſo to rnnne to her Cham- 
ber, and to bring her a ſmall wicker Bottle of Almond-milke, the which hee doth 3 
but bloudy Villaine that hee 1s, nothing can withhold him (but his Heart being tem- 
pered viith inhumanity and cruelty) hee firſt powres in his Poyſon thereir, and then 
gives it her, who, good Lady, drinkes two great draughts thereof; when a ſweat 
preſently over-{preading her face, and ſhee beginning to lookp pale, hee (as a wret- 
ched Hypocrite) makes a loud outcry from the Garden tothe Houſe, and calling 
there Servants to her aſſiſtance, he likewiſe cals for a Chaire, ſo ſhe is brought to hex 
Chamber; and laid in her bed, and within few howres after (as a vertuous Lady and 
innecent Saint) ſhee forſakes thisLife and this World for a better, and the ignorance 
of her Servants,and her bloody Son(drench'd as it were in the rivolets of his feigned 
teares, together with his exceflive lamentations) doe coffin her dead body up ſome- 
what privately and ſpeedily, ſo that there is no thought nor ſuſpition of Poyſon 3 
and thus was the lamentable Murther, and deplorable end of this wiſe and religious 
Lady Sophiacommitted by her owne wretched and infernall Son, Now this Devil} 
Alphonſo (to {et the better luſtre on his ſorrowes, and the better varniſh and colour on 
his mourning for the death of his Mother) gives her a ſtately Funerall, the pompe 
and coſt whereof, not onely equallized, but exceeded their ranke and quality : For 
he left no Gentleman or Lady 1n or about Cafſ2/ uninvited to be at her Buriall,and his 
Feaſt, and dighted kimſelfe and all his Kinsfolkes and Servants in mourning attire, 
thereby the better to carry off the leaſt reflexion or ſhadow of ſuſpicion from hira 
of this his foule and inhumane Murther. | 
The newes of the Lady 8ophia's death, runnes from Caſall to Vercely, where Caſſzno 
and his Neece Eleanora underſtanding thereof, they both of them exceedingly la- 
ment and ſorrow for it,in regard ſhe was a very honourable, wiſe,and religious Lady, 
and to whom the tender youth of Eleqrora was infinitely beholding and indebted 
for many of her ſweet vertucs and perteftions; ſo that asher Uncle honoured her, 
ſothis his Neece held her ſelfe bound to reverence her, as making her eminent and 
ſingular vertues the mould and patterne whereon ſhe framed all her terreſtriall com- 
portments and ations, which1n few moneths after were ſo many, and fo excellent, 
that as ſhe was knowne to be one of. the moſt beantifull,ſo ſhe was likewiſe juſtly re- 
ported to be one of the wiſeſt young Ladies of all thateity and country;which toge- 
| ther with her owne great Eſtate,asalſo that of her uncle Caſz-: o's,to the full enjoying 
| Whereof (in ———_— of her vertues and conſanguinity) he had juſtly both de- 
ſigned and adopted her his ſole Heire; the which made her to be ſoughtin marriage 
by divers young gallants of very noble and chiefe Houſes;moſt whereof were ſupe- 
rior to Alphonſs,both in bloud and wealth. When her uncle at laſt(with her owne free 
afteCtion and conſent) privately marries her to Signior Hierowymo Braſciano,a rich and 
brave yong gentleman of Yercely,who was nephew & heire to the Biſhop of that cityz 
but he being likewiſe very young, the tenderneſle of both their ages diſpenſed them 
from as yetlying tegether,and both the Biſhop and her uncle Caſſzno(for ſome jmpor- 
tant reaſons beſt known to themſelves)cauſed this their marriage as yet to be concea- 
led fromall the world with great privacy and ſecrecy,he for the moſt part living with 
the Biſhop his uncle at the city of Terin(which is the Court of the Duke of $avoy)and 
ſhe in Yercel with her uncle Caſſzmo,only they vilit each other with their letters, which 
_ kallthefamiliaritythat as yet they are permitted to reape and recegzve each of hw 
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And here the true order of our Hiſtory cals usagaine, to ſpeake of thisdegene- 
rate and debauſhedGentlemau A/phorſo,who had no fooner embrued his guilty hands 
inthe innocent blood of the Lady Sophia his Mother; but he then without any far+ 
ther ſhew of ſorrow, or ſight or ſenſe of repentancefor the ſame, againe deſperate- 
ly abandoneth himſclfe to all old vices and prodigaliaes, flaunting it out in brave 
apparell (for his mourning weeds hee ſpeedily caſt off) and ſwimming as it were in 
the vaſt Ocean of all his carnall Delights,” and worldly Pleaſures and Senſuahries, 
never thinking of Religion or Prayer, but paſleth away whole dayes and nights, yea 
conſumeth whole weekes gnd mofieths in all licentious riots, and exceflive prodiga- 
lities with his debauſhed Companions and Strumpets, which beganne to drowne his 
Eſtate, and to deyoure his Landsapace : andin the heate and ruffle of theſe his jovi- 
all follies, and exorbitant intemperancies,he bethinks himſelfe againe of the wealth 
and beauty of the yoyng Lady Eleanora, and ſo(in the vanity of his conceits, and the 
imbecillity of his judgement) flattering himſelte,ithat being now Lord of all hisde- 
ceaſed Mothers Lands,and Wealth,her Uncle Caſſzzo could not refuſe to give hec him 
im Marriage,not ſo much as once dreaming or remembring how plainly and peremp- 
tcrily, both hee and ſhee had formerly given hinrthe repulſe : To which effect hee 
dights himſclte and his Followers in exceeding rich apparell, and (with a traine too 
worthy of himſelfe) he rides over to Vercely, and there becomes a molt importunate 
Sutor, both to Calſinoand Eleanora, firſt ſeeking her, and then courting her Uncle for 
her: butall in vaine, forhee puts him off with diſreſpe&, and ſhee rejets him with 
diſdainzand when yet they ſee that his importunacy herein paſleth the bounds of rea- 
ſon, and exceedeth the limits of diſcretion and civility, then Czſſzro te]s him plainly 
that his Necce is married;and that therefore (in that conſideration) he forbids him his 
houſe and her company: which point of diſcourte fie(and a2A4/phonſo termes it of diſhe= 
nor) to him, he takes in ſoill part fromCaſſenothat exchanginghis reaſon into 1age.and 
forgetting himſelf to be a man,or which is more a gentleman,or which is moſt of all a 
Chriſtian,he again ſtrikes hands and agreeswith theDevill,and for meer deſpight and 
rage vowes that he will murther Caſſzzo : The Devill making him ſtrong in the vanity 
of this beliefe and confidence, that this ſpeech and ſuggeſtion of his, that his Neece 
Fleanorais married. is but fabulous and falſe, and that if he were ence dead, he could 
not impeach or hinder him from enjoymg the faire and rich Fleazorato his Wife, 
which 1s thg ſame prodigious baite and Jure whereby Sathan formerly drew, and be- 
trayed him to poyſon his Mother : the Devill ſtill ſo cloſely over-vailing his Conſci- 
ence and Soule,and fo eclipſing,and wincking his underſtanding and judgement,that 
as his band,ſo his heartis inured and obdurated tothe effuſion of innocent blood,and 
therefore he will not retire with grace, but onwards with impicty t6 the finiſhing of 
this cruellMurther ofCaſſzno;and although he had anitching defire,and an helliſh am- 
bition likewiſe toeffect it by Poyſon,yet in regard he was denied accefle to his houſe 
and company, as alſo for that he was unacquainted with any Apothecary or Phyfici- 
an of Yercely, hee therefore reſolves'with the Devill to doe it by a Carabine, which 
many times by night he wore and carried about him. There isnothing eaſier than to 
doe evill, and as ts the nature,ſoit is the policy of 'Sathan,as well to furniſh us with 
the meanes, as the matter thereof: For when we caſt our ſelves from Malice to Re- 
venge, and from Revenge to Murther, he then makes us induſtrious, firſt in the con- 
triving.and then m the execution thereof, butin the end God will ſo ordaine,that this 
helliſh policy ſhall rurne tomiſery. | 
- Alphonſd's malice againſt Caſſino will give no peace to his thoughts, ſo hee informes 
hi ;that every morning and evening hee is accuſtomed to walke alone ia his 
Garden, foran houre or two in his ſpiritual! Meditations, and therefore hee thinkes 
this afitplace(from ſome adjacent houſe or window) to ſhocte athim 3 when 9s 
likewiſe affared,'thatthere was a poore ſmall Taverne (not much frequented wi 
cnngnny)Sur ipfonondatencs indcompetionts « Garden, hee reſolves 
« | | to 
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to make cholle of that, and there to give end to this bloody buſinefſe,which his Beart 
ſo much defireth, foabandoned by God, and guided arid condudted by the D:vill,he 
about ſix of the clock in the evening rides thither,and tying up his Horſe to the door, 
hein a diſguiſed ſuite of apparell; pretending there to ſtay for a frierid of his, whichi 
promiſed to coine thither to meet him (and having purpoſely ſent away hisServants 
befoce him to Caſſal!) he goes up into the Chamber, cals for wine and ſomething to 
eate, the better to favour and colour out his ſtay there, when bolting the Chamber 
doore to him,he (putting aſide the paper Caſements, which they uſe in Fraly toexpell 
the fervency of the Sunne) from therice (according to his former intelligence) plain- 
ly perceives Caſſmo walking in his Garden,with his Hat in one hand,and his Breviary 
(or Prayer-book)) wherein he reads.in another,with which he was as bufie with God 
1n his meditations and devotions, as he was with the Devill, in charging his Carabine 
with a brace of bullets, and dreffing of his fire-lock, and priming of his powder 
touch-hole, when, 'withour the leaſt ſpark of grace, or feare of God , or his puniſh- 
ments, he lets flye at him 3 and the Devill had made him ſo expert a Mark-man, that 
as Caſſino was ſoftly comming on, walking towards the window, wherein he ſecretly 
and ſcelerouſly ſtood , both the bullets hit him right in the breſt a lutle below the 
left pap , whereof this harmelefle and religious old Gentleman Cſſino fel! preſently 
dead tothe ground, and none being inthe Garden with him (wherein I my ſelf have 
ſince ſomettmes beep)I could not underſtand,that he had the power or happineſſeto 
ſpeak a word : But we ſhall ſee, that this inhumane and bloody murtherer, ſhall not 
go farre before the judgements of God will ſurpriſe and oretake him. The manner 
whereof 1s thus. 

As ſoone 8s Alphonſo had given this bloody blow , and ſeen Caſ/zo fall dead to the 
ground, he unbolting the Chamber doore, preſently reſolves to take horſe and flye 
away, but God ordained the contrary : Foras he had againe put up his Carabine into 
his Belt, God —_— ſtruck him into a ſtupified ſwoon , whereof falling to the 
ground, the noiſe of his fall, the report of hisCarabine, and the ratling of his ſword 
and it, preſently invited the people of the houſe below,to ſee what had befalne above 


| tothis Gentleman, where finding himgroveling and gaſping for life, they (by Gods 


immediate direCtion) do think that he hath there ſhot and mutthered himſelfe;when 
deveſting him of hisapparell, and laying him in bed to ſearch for his wounds, they 
finde none 3 but yet it1s an houre before they perceive any tnotion, cr ation of life in 
him : And then opening his eyes, he with a diſtrafted look and amazed countenance, 
deeming himſelfe upon the very point of death; and that for his murthering of Caſſz- 
#0,the Lord in his judgement had infallibly ſtrucken him with ſudden death, he find- 
ing this foule and bloody at of his, tolie heavie upon his ſoule and conſcience, in 
this laſt Scene (as he then thought) of his life, he (rather raving then ſpeaking inthe 
heat of his madnefſle and diſtraction,cryes out againe and again, that he had murthe- 
redCaſſino : The which the peopleof the houſe are exceedingly aſtoniſhed to under- 
ſtand. And now by this time Ca{ſz#o is found dead in the Garden, and ſhot thoruw 
with a-brace of bullets. So his Neece Eleazorg is all in tears heteat, and all Yerrelie 
reſounds of this his lamentable murther. When Caſſino's friends _and ſervants 
make ſpeedy ſearch for the Murtherer, and finding a Horſe tyed to this little 
Taverne doore, they finde the Man, Wife, and Servants thereof in out-ctyes and 
amazement : Sothey aſcend the ſtairs,finde 4/phoxſo in bed;with his Carabine by Him 
on the bench, and his clothes on the Table, and examining the people of the Houſe, 
they report tothern this ſudden accident of his ſwoonitig, andithercin of his confefſi- 
on of the murthering of Caſ/m203 ſo they all praiſe and glorifie Godin that they bave 
ſo.ſoone, and fo readily found out the mhumane Authour, and Actor of this bloody 


_ ut. here before I proceed farther, I (in the name and feare of God) do requeſt 
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and invite the Reader totake notice of another remarkable (I may ſay miraculous) 
circumſtance of Gods mercy and glory, which likewiſe appears in this deteQion and 
confeſſion of Alphonſo, to be the cruell murtherer of this innocent, harmelefle Gentle- 
man Caſ/ino3 for he being no better than diſtracted of his wits, before God had cau- 
ſed and brought him to confeſle jt, which elſe he had neverdone,but that in the ago- 
ny and anxiety of his apt 9 ke ſpirits he (asI have formerly ſaid) thought himſclfe 
on the point and brink of death, and no ſhaddow of hope left him, either of this 
life or this world : Then, I ſay, as ſoone as he had confeſſed it, God in his good 
pleaſure and providence preſently reſtored him again to his perfeCt health, ſtrength, 
and memory 3 ſo that being put in minde, and againe remembring his confefſion,and 
ſeeing the eminency of his danger by the preſence of Caſino's triends and ſervants, 
who were there preſent about his Bed, toapprehend and carry him away to priſon 
for the ſame 3 he now with teares, and bitter oathes, and curſes, declines and recants 
what he hath formerly ſpoken thereof, and,rather asa Devill than a Chriſtian,in lof- 
tyand proud ſpeeches ſtands upon the termes of his juſtification , alleadging and af- 
F B14. to them farther that what he had __—_ confeſſed, or ſaid to them, concer- 
ning the Murther of Caſ65o,proceeded frorn the diſtemperature of his heart & brains, 
in that of his diſtraCtion,or elſe from the deluſions and temptations of the Devill,and 
nootherwiſe. But his own confeflion,the teſtimony of thoſe of the houſe who heard 
it, and the reſt of the preſumprions and circumſtancesare fo pregnant and apparint, 
that he js the undoubted murtherer of Caſſmo, as they beleeve not what he now ſa 

in his own behalfe and Apologie, or that it isany way the deluſions of the Devill, but 
the good-pleaſure of God, which brought him to this deteftionand conviction of 
himſelfe for the ſame : So they being deafe to his requeſts and oathes, they enforce 
him to draw on hisapparell, and then by order ofthe criminall Judges, they that 
night commit him to priſon , where the Devill having brought him, he now leaves 
him to himſelfe, and to his owne miſery and confufion , which it isto be beleeved, 
that the Lord hath ordained ſhall ſpeedily befall him. 

The next morning this Monſter of Nature Alphorſo, is called to his arraignment, 
where being by his Judges, charged with this foule Murther, the Devill hath as 
yet ſo obdurated his heart, as henotonly denies it, but conteſts againſt it with ve- 
hemency and execrations. $0 the Vintner and his Wife, and Servants, are produced 
againft him as witneſſes, whoacknowledge and confeſle his own confeffion thereof, 
as alſothe report of his Carabine, and the vicinity of their houſe, and proſpeR from 
the Chamber wherein he was, toCal/zwo's Garden, wherein as he was walking he was 
ſhot todeath. When the mournfull and ſorrowtull young Lady pleanors, is likewiſe 
brought forth asa witneſle againſt him, who informes his Judges, that 4/phonſo was 
a importunate Suterto her, both in his Mothers houſe at Cofſa#, asalſoather 
deceaſed Uncles houſe, here in Yercelie 3 adding withall, that (in her heart and ſoule) 
ſhe verily beleeves him to be the Murtherer of her faid Uncle. Burt ſtill he de- 
nies it with choler and indignation: Whereupon, the preſamptionsand circum<- 
ſtances hereof, being more apparant to his Judges, than the knowledge of this truth, 
they adjudge him tothe Rack, where at his very firſt torments thereof; he with tears 
confeſſeth it; and God is now fo mercifull tohis foule, as he ſeemes to be very for- 
rowfull and repentant thereof: ſothey ſeeing him guilty, pronounce ſentence againſt 
him, the next day to have his head cut off for the ſame and that nightthe Judges 
(out of their honourable zeale tocharity and piety)ſend him ſome Friers topriſen to 
bim,to direC his ſoule:to Heaven; who willing him to diſburthen his conſcience and 
ſoule of any other capitall crime, which he wengfet have committed in all the courſe 
of his life, to the end that it ht not hinder her paſſage and tranſmigration from 
Earth .to Heavenz He then and there reveales them , how he had alſo 
poyſoned his own Mother, the Lady Sophie, at Caſa#, for the which he likewi 
craved abſolution both of them and God. Whereat his Judges are — 
a amaz 
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amaz'd and aſtoniſhed, to ſee a Gentleman ſo degenerate, inhumane, and bloody, as 
to be the death of his owne Mother, of whom formerly he had received his life. 

The day following (according to his ſentence) Alphon/o is brought to the place of 
execution, clad in a black ſute of filk Grograine,and a falling Band,where aſcendin 
the ſcaffold, and drawne to much humility and contrition, by his ſecular Prieſts _ 
Friers, he inpreſence of a great concourſe of people, there made this ſhort ſpeech: 
That theſe two murthers of his, and eſpecially that of his own Mother, the Lady $0- 
phia, were ſo odious in the fight of God and Man, that he acknowledged, lie no lon- 
ger deſerved to tread on the face of the Earth , or tolook up to Heaven. That he 
knew not juſtly, whereunto to attribute this infamy and miſery of his, but to his con- 
tinuall n2glect and omiſſion of prayer, whereby he baniſhed himſelfe from God, 
and thereby gave the Devill too great an intereſt over his body and ſoul; that he de- 
fired God to forgive him, theſe his two foule and bloody crimes of Murther, as alſo 
that of his negle& of Prayer; and ſo (with tears in his eyes) beſought all who were 
there preſent,likewiſe to pray unto God for him : When againe beloechiog the ver- 
tuous young Lady Eleanora,to forgive him the murther of ber good old Uncle Caſſino, 
he often making the ſigne of the Croſſe, and recommending himſelfe into the hands 
of his Redeemer, bad the Executioner do his oftice , who preſently with his Sword 
ſevered his head from his body, and both were immediately burnt, and the aſhes 
throwne into the Riv-r of Ticino, without the wals of Yercelie, although his Judges 
were once of opinion, to {end his ſaid head and body to Capall, for the Judges of chat 
place - do their pleaſure therewith, for there poyſoning of his own Mother, the La- 
dy Sophia. ; 

F a thus was the miſerable (and yet deſerved) death and end,of this bloody and 
execrable Gentleman Alphoxſo, and in this ſort did the judgements and puniſhments 
of God befall him, for theſe his two moſt inhumane, and deplorable Murthers. May 
God of his infinitegrace and mercy, {till fortifie and confirme our faith by conſtant 
and continuall prayer (the want whereof was the fatall Rock whereon he periſhed) 
that ſo we may ſecure our ſelves inthis world, and our ſoules in thatto come. 
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Pont Chauſey kils La Roche 72 « Dxell. Quatbriſſon cauſeth Moncallier (ar Apothe- 
cary to. poyſon his own Brother Valtontaine, Moncallier after fals, and breaks his neck 

_ fromapaire of [tatrs. Quatbriflon likewiſe cauſeth his Fathers Miller Pierot to murther, 
and ſtrangk Marieta in her Bed, and to throw her body into his Mill-pond.  Pierot the 
{ory is broken alive on awheele , and Quatbriſlon firſt beheaded, then burnt for the 
amt. | 


A FRCHCOIOL: * | 


Ee may truly affirme, ' that the world'is in her wane , when 
Murther:is become 'the practice of Chriſtians, which in- 
deed is the proper office of the Devill; and how frequent! 
194: thoſe wofalt: accidents happen,we cannot think of, but wit 
'VI}oy' much horrour ; nor remember but with griete of minde;, 
and compaſſion of heart; For: its not to make our ſelves 
(2 |  wiltull Traitorgand Rebels to'God; to violate-his Divine 
= a | Majeſtie, in ſpoiling his true Image and reſemblance; yea, 
Lo 0 0009 0 » $3. is1t notthe highway of Hell? Butthat this age of ours pro» 
duceth ſuch Monſters of Nature, .reade we butthis infuing Hiftory , and it will ins 
forme us of..much | innocent blood ſhed, we. know not'whether more wilful- 
ly or wickedly. 77 


T isnotunknowne, that the Province of Little Britain was(long ſince) annexed 
and united to the flouriſhing Kingdome of France, by the-marriage of Charles the 


Eighth, with 4zxe the young Dutcheſle thereof, notwith(tanding that ſbe were 
0 075 B:0P *. MLS. formerly 
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formerly contrafted to Maximilian (Arch-Duke of Axſtria) where we ſhall under- 
ſtand, that in the City of Yarnes (formerly the Court and Reſidence of thoſe 
Britiſh Dukes) there of late years dwelt a Noble Gentleman (of rich Demaines and 
Revenues) termed Monſiexr de Caerſtaing, who by his Wife Madamoyſelle de la Ville 
Flanche, had two Sonnes, the eldeſt named by his title Moxſrexr de Quatbrifjen,and the 
youngeſt Monſieur de 7 al/ontaine : The firſt aged of twenty foure years, being ſhort 
and corpulent, the ſecond of twenty, being tall and ſlender; both of them brave and 
hopefull Gentlemen, as well in their outward perſonages, as in the inward perfeCti- 
ons, and endowments of their mindes; For in all reſpects, the care and affeQtion of 
thezr Parents , had made theireducation anſwerable to their births. Yaloxtaine (for 
the molt part) lived inthe Citie of Nantes (the ſecond of that Dutchie) with an Uncle 
of his named Morſienr de Maſſze , being Preſident of the Kings Chamber of Accounts 
which is kept there , who _— the Bals or publike Dancings (whereunto the 
youth of France are generally addicted) amongſt many other excellent beauties, 
wherewith that Citie 1s graced, and thoſe paſtimes and meetings honoured, he ſees a 
young Gentlewoman (being a ſtranger , and newly come to the Citie) ſoinfinitel 
rich in the exccllencies of nature, and the treaſure of lovelineſle and beauty, as (* with 
a kinde ct 1mperious commanding power) ſhe attratts all menseyesto behold.,to ad- 
mire, to afteCt her. So as although Yalfontaines youthfull heart and yeares, had never 
as yet ſtooped or ſacrificed to Love, yetat the very firſt ſight of this ſweet yong Gen- 
tlewoman, (whoſe name we ſhall not go far to know) he cannot retaine his enamou- 
red eyes from gadding on the Roſes, and ranging on the Lillies of her ſweet com- 
plexion, nor his reſolutions from enquiring, what her name and her ſelfe was 3 when 
being enformed, that ſhe was the only Daughter and Heire ofa rich and noble Gen- 
tleman, a Widdower termed Monſieur de Penelſe, of the Pariſh of Saint 47enaw, 
foure leagues from the City , and hername Madamoyſelle laPratiere, of the age of 
ſome ſeventeene, he at the very firſt ſight likes her ſo well, and loves her ſodeere- 
ly, that (if her interiour vertues come pot too ſhort of her exteriour beauty and fea- 
ture) he vowes he will be her Sutorand Servant; and ſo he attempts to court and ſeek 
her for his Wife. 

To which end, he(morelikea Tutor than a Pupill, inthe Art and Schoole of 
Love) isſo farre from negleCting any , as he curiouſly and carefully ſeeks all oppor- 
tanities and occaſions to- enjoy the felicity of her _— , and ſo (for themoſt 

rt) he conduts her to and from the dancivgs , fits and talks with her in her lodg- 

gs, meets herat-Church, -where as well at Veſpers as Maſſe , he accompanies and 
rayes with her , and(briefly) ſhe can difficultly be preſent any where, where heis 
6c abſent from her For by this time (which is ſcarce a maneth ſince he firftfaw 
her) -her peereleſle beauty , and el'd vertues and diſcourſe, haveatted 
ſuch amorous wonders1n his heart, as he vowes he muſt either live her Hasband, or 
dye her Martyr. Butſcethe providence and pros of God, for if /alfontaine ten- 
derly love our ſweet and faire Ls Pratiere, fo lefle doth ſhe him z for knowing himto 
be the Son ef his Father, and therefore a Gentleman of noble extration and worth 
and heingftine to be wiſe, diſcreet, and proper, asalſo remembring and marking, 
that he fervently and infinitely affedts ber , ſhe1s ſo delighted with his neat feature 
and perſonage, and raviſhed with the melodie of his diſcourſe, as albeit at firſt, her 
tongue be ſo civill and modeſt to'conceale her affeQion from him, yet her eyes (the 
nbaſſadours of her heart)cannotbutin dumbeEloquence;and filent Rhetorick be- 
wrey it him. So as (to omit the gifts,preſents,and ammne 2-1y Letters,which inter- 
changeably paſt between them) and which indeed powerfully afliſted to the ſympa- 
thifing and cimenting of their youthfull afteCftions, it ſufficeth that we take notice and 


' knowledge,that Yalfonteines preſence was La Pratiere 5 delight, & the enjoying of her 


nana Enn refed that ſhe in hfe-and death would remain his obedi- 
ent and faithfull Wi: and be berfaithfull and loving Huſband; only ſhe paegen o_ 
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carefully and reſpedtfully to conceale her affetion to him, and ſolikewiſe to obſerve 

her Father in ſeeking his conſent to their marriage, the which he promiſeth her ſhort- 

ly to performe 3 For as ſoone as La Pratiere hath left Nantes, and purpoſely retired 

her ſclfe hom? to her Fathers Houſe, at Saint Aignaw , frye is not many dayes 

behinde her, where he acquaints her Father Pernele,with his affeCtion to his Daugh= 

ter, ſecks her in marriage, requeſteth his conſent, and with many reaſons, fairly and 

diſcreetly endeavonreth to induce him thereunto, where for three or foure dayes he 

takes up his lodging and reſidence, under pretence to court the Daughter , whom 

we know he hath already won, but his ſute1s no way pleaſing, but diſtaſtfull to Pex- 

elle, who although he know, that Monſteur ae Caerſtainge his Father (as well for lands 

as blood) js every way rather his Superiour than his Equall, yet becauſe his Daughter ' 
LaPratiere1s his only Childe and Heire, and Valfontaine but a Cadet (or younger Bro= 

ther) therefore covetouſneſſe makes him aſſume this reſolution , that he will have 

none of him for his Son in Law:but this reaſon,and concluſion he conceals to himſelf, 

and (o(in generall termes) gives m_—— a cold and averſe anſwer, little better in 
effe@ than a flat deniall 3 and thus for his firſt Journey , Yalfontaine takes leave of his 
{weet La Pratiere, no way doubting but that his ſecond to her, will prove leſle diſtaſt- 
full and morefortunate, he leaves Nantes and rides home to V arnnes. 

Being arrived at Yaxzes, he acquaints his Father and Mother , with his affection 
and ſute to Madamoyſelle La Pratiere , the only Daughter and Heire (as we have heard 
of Monſieur de Pennelle,of Saint Aignaw,vhereunto(becauſe they know bim to be rich 
and noble, and his Daughter faire and vertuous) they give good approbation and al- 
lowance, when Valfoxtaine praying his Father to ride over to Monſfexr de Pennelle, to 
confer with him about this buſineſſe, whoſe preſence he hopeth will effeC&t that with 
bim, 'which he feares and knowes his poore power cannot : But his Father although 
he be very glad, to procure his Sonnes advancement and content by this match, yet 
being at that time much troubled with the Gout , heexcuſeth himſelfe upon his 1n- 
diſpoſition, and ſo defers off that journey to another time. Yalfontaine miſling of his 
Father, deems it rather expedient than impertinent, to entreat his Brother @natbriſ- 


ſon herein,to whom he fully relates what hath paſt between Pexmclle and himſclfe,bur 


withall conceales upon what termes he ftands with Za Pratiere, or that ſhe is any way 
his,or he hers,cither by contract or promiſe,to the end that he may have no juſt cauſe, 
either to tax her immodeſty , or condemne her indiſcretion, in ſo ſodainely giving 
her ſelfeto him. Qwetbrifſon very willingly yeelds to his Brothers requeſt; when (fol- 
lowed with a train and equipage wh re to their rank and quality , and armed 
with theirFathers Letter to Monſter de Pernelle)they take horſe and ride to 8aint Aig- 
naw. Now as it istheerrour (or nature) of Lovers to be (till unfecret Secretaries, m 
delighting to talk & prattle of their Miſtreſſes, whom they-eſteeme their ſoveraigne 
good.and chiefeſt felicity : So: all the way between Yarnes and Saint Aignaw, Valfon> 
taine could neither refraine, nor reſtraine his tongue from painting forth La Pretiere 
in all the excellency of her prayſes, and from extolling her beauty and perfeCtions 
above. the skies 3 -yeaz he ran {acurious a diviſion , ſo ample a comment an the 
wonders and rarity of her beauty;thar kis verball relation already prepared his Bro- 
thers eyes to beholda female Maſter-peece of Naturein La Pratiere3 but being arri- 
ved to her Fathers Houſe (a little before dinner time) and ſeeing, and faluting , firſt 
him, then her, at the very firſt encounter and ſight, his ſenſes are ſo ſurpriſed withthe 
ſweerneſle of her countenance, and ſo taken with the exquiſiteneſle of her feature,as 
he now, findes that his Brothers report and prayſes of hex come infinitely ſhort the 

dignity and excellency of her beauty. | 
Dinner being ended, and 9atbrifſon delivering his Fathers Letter to Pereelle,with 
whom making a ſlight and ſuperficiall conference, concerning his Brothers afteQtion 
and ſute-to- his Daughter,he turnes from him to her, who dying her milk white cheeks 
with a-roſeat -bluſh coentertaine him, he raviſhed with the delicaie of ſo amorons 
| an 
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2n encounter, and {weet object, could not likewiſe refraine from bluſhing to ſee her 
blufh, when enquiring of her, if ſhe nes totake the aire of the Garden (where 
her Father and hisBrother were already gone and atrended them) and ſhe replying, 
that his pleaſure therein ſhould be hers, 'he tyking her by her hand conduQts her thi- 
ther; where Yalfontaine m civilitie purpoſely walking aloofe off, becauſe he hoped 
and affured himfelfe, that his Brother ®watbriſſon now meant effeQually to ſpeak 
with his Miſtreſle in his behalfe,there being then no witnefles to their conference, but 
only the fweet Quiriſters of the woods (the Thruſhes and Nightingales) who pur- 
poſelyand pleaſantly ſate otrevery buſh and tree, to delight them with their melliflu- 
ous melody 3 the very firſt words he adminiſtred and directed to her was4 That if ſhe 
pleaſed to ſwear her tongue toſecrecy,to what he ſhould now ſay & deliverto her,he 
would revealeher a ſecret which ſhould —_ import her good.La Pratiere (won- 
dring at the nature of 9uatbriſſons firſt ſpeech and requeſt, and what it might meane 
arid concerrie) ſtood a little while mute and filent, not knowing what to conceive 
thereof, much lefle what to anſwer thereto : Burt at laſt conſidering that Yalfont cine 
was her Lover, and 9atbriſſor his Brother, ſhe imagined there-was ſome plot ſecretly 
compacted betweene them,that if her Father would not condeſcend to their deſires, 
that they had then reſolved to fteale her away from him, and foto make it a Clande- 
ſtine marriage: Whereupon (her affeQtion being deſirous to know the certainty here- 
of, and her curioſity ambitious to ſee this abſtruſe myſterie unlocked) ſhe grants him 
his requeſt, vowing to impole ſecrecy to her tongue in what he ſhould deliver,or in- 
traſt her with : When he kiffing her, and evaporating many far fetch'd fighes (as the 
Herauld to proclaime his affeftion) he telsher 3 thather incomparable beauty hath 
captivated his thoughrs, and made his heart both her Tributary, and her Priſoner 3 
thatheenvies his Brothers happineſle ;- in having the honourto ſee her before him- 
ſelfe. Thatas heis his Superiour in years,ſo he is in affetionto her,and that he knowes 
his Brother is as unworthy of her, ashimlelfe worthily beſtowed on her : 7s Pratiere 
(whoſe affe&ion and thoaghts ran a direQ contrary Cariere, leſtdreaming of that 
which" ſhe is now enforced to-anderftand) is fo aflifted , and withall ſo incenſed at 
theſe 'unexpeGted ſpeeches of Dxatbriſſons, that (her paſſion giving alaw tohercivi- 
licy) caſting a ſacw-whitevaile over hercrimſon cheeks, and bending her brow Gin 
Ffarrowes it ſeemed thatdiſcontent and chojler ſate now triomphant) her afte- 
ions fo fincere and entire to /afontaine, as ſhererarnes his difcourteous Brother 
<an}briſſon, this ſhort and” ſharpe anſwer 2 @xtbriſſox (quoth ſhe) to have offered 
the unkmdneſſcof yours to your friend, had been ignoble ingratitude,burto'doitro 
yohrown Brother,can be no leſſe'than treachery ; and therefore this know from me; 
tharteſteeme 2D primogenitorſhip as inferiour to Yalfoutaines Vertues, ts they are 
inaltrefpetsfuperiourw yours, wm not tied and wetlded my tongue to fi- 
len6e,'I would row preſentlypubliſhitto the world; to the admirationand dereſta- 
riowofallgood men, and ſo(with a look'ingendred of choller, arid derived from dif. 
dat) the haſtily and ſuddenly tripsaway from him,leaving him alone in the: Garden 
r10hisMuſes; Pwatbriſon biting his lip atthis _ repulſeof Da Pratiere, is yet reſo- 
Jute nvt thus toleaveher,when hoping'to finde herFather more traQtable and propi- 
tious3O his fine than his Daughter, he ſeeks him'out;and in fairtearms informes him 
ofhisaffeftion Bcluve to her;and 5 tas yy Brothers reſearch ofher) 
h&himſelfe infinitely defirethther to be hisown wife: Ol Peanelle(being more cove- 
was ofhis Daughters preterment, then any way carefill of hey -eontent) gives an at- 
rentive ant! plealing care wehis motion of @natbriſox;' and ts ſo delighted with the 
melody of his ſpeeches,as already in heart, he witheth her maijed ro him,but how to 
Ni 0eGHEotcners Vdlfort ainehe'knowes nor” on 00 nn 
1 "Now the better toeffe&;/and rocompuſle thisrauch!, ſorivach wiſhed of 'y4- 
brifſore ; and Ueſired' of Fenyelle, he (iti: the abſerice' of Falſontrine) ſends/for hjs 
Daughter into Wis Cloſet; ſhewes ber-what preferment and Happineſſe isnow offe- 
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red her, if the will forſake Yalfontaineand acceptof hiselder Brother $natbriſſox for 
her Husband: Ls Pratiere (both moved and grieved with thisher Fathers propoſition 

and ſpeech->) very humbly beſcecheth him 3 that if ever he will reſpe&her content, 

or regard her life, that Ya{foxtaine may be her Husband, and not @xatbriſſon, becauſe 

ſhe confeſleth ſhe loves the younger Brother, but that ſhe neither can nor will affe& 

the elder: Now although this her reſolute and obſtinate anſwer, doexceedingly af- 
fic and grieve her Father, prongpany that alittle time will prove capable to draw 
her.to his delwres, he ſecretly bids @athriſſor to ride home to Varner, to take his Brv- 
ther with bin, and ſhortly after to return againe to $4int-Aignaw without him , and 
and that heſvall inde no cauſe tofeare, or reaſon todoubt , but that he ſhall enjoy 
his Miftrisz the managing whereof, he prayes him to refer to his care in his abſence : 
Thus we ſee the Father and Daughter differentlyaffeted, he loves 9zatbriſon and 
not Yalfontaive,and (he Valfontaine, but not Patbriſſor, who grieving as much at the 
Daughters refuſall, as he rejoyceth ather Fathers conſent : He now venteth his ma- 
lice onthe Innocency, and his treachery on the integrity of his Brother, by acquaint- 
ing him,that hehath uſed his beſt power and art of ſolicitation towards Pexnele; and 
that he findes t impoſhble todraw him to reaſon; adding withall, that he is ſo farre 
from conſenting, that he ſhall obtaine his Daughter in marriage, as (apon the whole) 
interms enoughclear &apparant, ke futurely denies him acceſle to his houſe; Where- 
fore Brother (quoth he) becauſeI ſee-with griefe;that you ſtrive againſtthe ſtreame, 
and that in all actions and accidents whatſoever, the ſhorteſt errours are ſtill beſt, ler 

us to morrow take horſe and away, and let this indifferency be your reſolution: That 
if Gad haye; decreed it ſhall bea match, it then will be, otherwife not. Yalfontains 
heart bleeds at Permelles averſcneſle and cruelty, and his eyes overflow with tears, ſo 
ſoon to forſaks the fight and company of his Daughter, of his deareand faire Miſtris 

' LaPratiercbut (bring ignorant of all-his Brothers paſſages, and treacheries intended, 
end 'meant towards him) he holds it folly to impugne, or contradid his pleaſure,and 

fo reſolves to leave Saint-Aignaw, and depart home with him to Yarnes. 

Our faire La Pratiere, ſeeing all things bent to croſle her deſires, and her Yalfon- 
t4nes wiſhes, ſhe (out of her tender attetion to him) reſolves to give him a private 
meeting and'conference/when that very night (as her Father and his Brother were in 
the Beds ſoundly ing) ſhe ſends for him into her Chamber, where ſeeing him 
extreamely ponſive and ſorrowfullz ſhe bids him be cheerefull and couragicus, tels 
him thathe hath no reaſon to deſpaire; but to-hope;for that in life and death ſhe will 
be his, and-ontly his's and then informes him, that inſtantly upon his arrivall to” ax- 
as, ſhe will write avd:ſend bim a Letter, wherein ſhe willacquaint him with the paſ- 
ſage of a bulineſle, whereof he neithercan conceweor dreame , conjuring him now 
to enquire no farther what it is, for that her tongue was enjoyned to ſecrecy, and 
ſworne to filence,and ſo(with much chat,andmore kiſles) he giving her a Diamond 
Ring from his fingers,and ſhe him a paire of Pearle Bracelets from her armes,in token 
of hair mutyall conſtancy and affechon'eachto other, they (infinitelyagainſt rheie 
winds). are:enfarced to take leave. cach of other, and the ſucceeding motne being 
dine ; the two Brothers prepare; and diſpoſe themſclvesfortheir Journey. When 


break-faſt ended, *gocording-as-it»was. concluded betwixt Pennele and Quathbri 
Peionelle takes Halfontoincalide toa'window, and infhorttearmes prayes him, ps 


forth-to forbeare; his houſe, and refraine bis Daughters company, for that he hath 
ptoyided apather Husbend- for her; ſo having (everally and ſolemnly taken their 
Cangees, firſt. ofthe Father, and.thenof the Daughter, theytake Horſe and away. 
Now as they are riding home towards #aznes, as it isa'ſenfible and heart-killing 
griefe. to-La-Protiere y 10. foone ta be deprived of ber Valfontainrdeare and ſweer 
company, -{b. agaive ſhe cannot refraine from fimling, to fee how itpratefully and 
ſubtilly Suethrifſon goesto work to betray his Brother, aniſocking to obtaine her for 
himſelfe in-axeriagez but meaſuring the integrity of the. one, by t—— 
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the other, and likewiſe remembring her promiſe to YValfontaine,to write to himat the 
end of two dayesaftertheir departure, ſhe (by a confident Meſlenger) accordingly 
ſends him this Letter, 


La PRATIEKE to VALFONTAINE. 


MM: promiſe owes you this Letter, whereby F give you to underſtand,that I know wot whe« 
ther you have greater canſe to love me or wr gil Brother Quatbriſſon, ix regard he 
vowes, he affets me dearer than your ſelfe, and hath attempted to rob you of your Wife , and 
conſequently me of my Husband, and as this is ingratitude inafriend , joit muſt needs be 
wm in a Brother. f have heard his conrting and ſeen his complements tending that 
way,but for your ſake Trehſh theſe with diſt afte,theſe with negle@F.,and himſelfe with contempt 
and diſdaine. He hath won my Father to his will, but reſt you confident (my deare Valfon- 
taine) that he neither can, nor ſhall draw me to his defere. ' And becauſe true affeTion, eſpeci= 
ally in accidents of this nature, cannot ſtill be exempt of fear, therefore if any ariſe, orengen- 
der in your thoughts, let this diſſapate and #iſpell it , that although my F FY have bartfhed 
you his hou/e, yet his Daughter is Cl death) conſtantly reſolved to retaine and cheriſhyou in 
ber heart, and none but you; Manage this your Pratieres advice with diſcretion towards my 
Fatber, and not with choller towards your Brother,and be but alittle time a patient SpeFator 
of mty affeFion and conſtancy to you, andyou ſhall aſſurealy ſee hins a his ows ſhame, andyour 
glory; his affliFion, and your content and deſire. | t 


: LA PRATIER FE. 


Palfontaine having received ind read this Letter 3 the baſe ingratitude and foule 
treachery of his Brother £»atbriſſox, doth extremely afflict and torment him-3. yea, 
the knowledge and remembrancethereof,throwes him into ſuch paſſions of choller, 
and fumes of revenge, as once he reſolved to right himſelfe on him; by ſending him 
a Challenge,and fighting with him ; vowing that the bonds of nature were not by far 
ſoſtrong , as thoſe of affeCtion, .and:that hisBrother having given thefirlt cauſe of 
offence,and breach of amity betwixt them,it was no marvel that he took that courſe. 
and preferred that forme of proceeding to any other«Butthen apameconſideribg his 
deare La Pratic res injunction and prohibition from choller;hislaſtveaſon ore-ſwaied 
and prevailed againſt his former reſolution, when knowing himſel&infinitely obli- 

to her for her courteſie, and conſtancy ,- fo ſweetly exprefled to-him'in thishes 

eter, he can donoleffe, than return herananſwer thereof ih'requitalt,/!thewhich 
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Of all men of the world, leaſt thought that my Brother Quatbriſſon would huge pro- 
VJJSFoed my Rivall, in at tempting to love you, becuuſe he perfettHy knowes,\Paffel® yaw far 
alearer than the whole world; yee, this errour (or as you juſtly tera it, t 

is ſo odions, ſo tr ange tot, a5 it bell far exereeded E494 refd;! your ufc 
had not ſo conrteouſly revealed it tomein your Letter; the which 'T 
peruſe. Neither is it any thanks to him;that he miſſed of his 


4 fake » and diſ- 
'halbwou your Fas 


ud ary judecment;; and ſo 10 ma amcapable and rentror- 
your Father Honſe, I ans yet ſd happy, to recover ſofafo.d Harb dur atrdl Saxltary,. $c4 ſo pre- 
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ciens a Temple, as your heart In which regard it is every way fit , that your requeſts ſhouldbe 
to me commenAs, for otherwiſe my Sword had already, called: we Coward, if by this time Thad 
wot called my Brother to aſtrif and ſevere acconnt for this hjs treachery. 1 will flill obſerve 

owr Father with reſpe, though he refuſe toreſpe me with obſervance, and for wy ingrate- 
fuland treacherous Brother, ho may ad his own ſhame 4nd affieFion , but cannot conduce to 
content, or deſire, becauſe that muſt ſoly proceed from your ſelfe, ſith in the ſweet enjoying of 
you to my Wife, conſiſts the only content of my life, erdthe chiefeſt of all iy earthly felicity. 


VALFONTAINE. 


Some two dayes after that La Pratiere was made joyfull with this anſwer of het 
Valfoutaine » (he hath againe ſorrowfull newes of @vatbriſſons arrivall to her Fathers 
houſe at Saint 4igzaw, who had purpoſely givenit out to his Brother I at 
Vannes, that he rides to Heywhan. He here renewes his late (ute to the Father and 
Daughter,but he finds them bath in the ſame humours and reſolutions, he left them; 
he willing, and ſhe coy,he deſiraus to have him his Son in Law,and ſhe reſolute never 
to make him, but bis Brather Y/affaut«ine her Huſband. He profereth her many rich 
gifts and preſents, and a blanck to write downe what Jointure ſhe —— tode- 
mand, but ſhe peremptorily refuſeth itall, and bids him beſtow it on ſome other, of 
whom it may finde better acceptance z yea, I may ſafely ſay, and truly aftirme, that 
their affections are far more oppoſite, and contrary, then their ſexes, for the more he 
ſees her; he loves her, and the oftner ſhe beholds him,the more ſhe hates him3ſo that 
when he apparantly perceives, that ſhe deeply vowes to her Father,and himſelfe,on- 
ly to marry his Brother Valfontaine, or her Grave, he ſeeing his labour for the time 
preſent loſt, and his affection to her in vainez having nothing left to comfort him 
againſt the repulſe of this amorous ſute, but the conſtant friendſhip of her Father, he 
forrowfully takes his leave ofthem,and rides home to Vannesbut as cloſe as he bears 
this his Journey from his Brother Yalfortaine, yet La Pratiere holds her (elfe bound to 
lignifie itto him, the which the very next day (ſhe doth by her ſecond Letter, which 

ſpeaks thus, | 


| LA PRATIERE to VALFONTAINE. 
Hold it a part of my duty and affeion to advertiſe you, that theſe two dayes, Þ have beene 
ageine _— hd bor ſolicited by your unkinde Brother Quatbriſſon for mar- 
riage, but he hath found my firſt anſwer, to be mty ſecond andlaſt 5 Tea Theve ſonipt his vaine 
hoper in their bloſſomes, by fenifying to him and my Father, my infallible reſolution, either to 
wed you or any Grave, as 1 ink (except their hopes betray their judgements) the one is aſſu* 
red, end the other confident, that time will make it - uy to theWorld, that my words will 
prove deeds, and that the laſt will make the firſt reall - _—_ yorr /aid Brother will yet (not- 
withſtanding _ exerciſe his folly in my patience , and ſo maks himſelfe as ridiculous to 
me, as to # treacherowe, Þ (ont of the deare affeFion, and tender reſpe# which I heate 
you) will then fall on my knees to my Father , tohaſten his conſent to our marriage; that int 

ſeeking my content, you may therein finde your own andthis is my reſolution, wherewith if 

Jonrs concur and ſympathize, Heaven may, but Earth ſhall tot croſſe our deſires. 


La PRATIERE 


= vn recelves this ſecond Letter from his Miſtreſſe with ſmiles and frowns; 
with ſmiles to ſee her inviolable conſtancy and affetion, with frowns to behold his 
brifſons continuall malice and treachery towards him , the which copfi- 


and to ſee whether (by faire requeſtsand perſwafſions) he may reclaime ks rene 
we affecting 


dering (as sl{o becauſe it ſoneerely coneernes hidl) heteſolves to tax him thereof, 
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afleing his faite and deere LaPratiere,and ſo to give over his ſute to her, but firſt he 
knowes himlelfe indebted and obliged, to returne her an anſwer to this her laſt Lets 
ter, the which he doth in theſe termes. 


VALFONTAINE to LA PRATIERE 


| 11 is every way your affeion, no way your duty ( ſweet La Pratiere) which againe adverti« 
ſeth me of my Brother Quatbriſlons perſeverance in his treachery towards we , by ſeekin 
to betray and bereave me of your ſelſe , in whom my heart and thoughts imparadiſe their mo 
ſoveraigne earthly felicity and your reſolution in nipping his _ and your Fathers will, by 
eleFing me or your grave for your Husband, doth ſo raviſh my heart with joy , andſo rap my 
conceits in an extaſte ofſweet content, as Tam confident God hath reſervedLa Pratiere, tobe 
Valfontaines ſweet Wife, and he to be her deare Husband. But as I know not whether my uns 
kinde and treachtrons Brother, will yet farther bewray you his folly, in exerciſing your pati= 
ence with his importunity 3 ſo to ſave you that I :bour andpenance , which for my jake and 
love you are ready to impoſe to your ſelfs , I any both ready aud reſolved , not only to fall on my 
hnees t 0your Father, but al, to you# ſweet jelfs, that on! marriage be haſtned 3 for as your re< 
ſolution herein, is, andever ſhall be mine , ſo our hearts and thoughts mpathiſing in thee 
wiſhes, I hope that both Heaven and Earth have reſolved, not to crefſe, but ſhortly to conſume 
mate and finiſh our deſires. 


VALFONTAINE. 


ſtreſſe,he now reſolves to have ſome conference with his unkinde Brother,to ſee what 
a brazen face, he either will, or can put upon this his ingratitude and treachery : But 
Oratbriſſons policie will anticipate and prevent him z for he having his heart and 
contemplations deeply fixed on La Prat eres beauty,and having ranne overall the in» 
ventions of his art and affetjon, how to make her forſake her coyneſle,and ſo howto 
obtaine her for his Wife, he at laſt reſolves to faine himſclfe ſick , and ſo then to re» 
veale to his Brother Yalfontaine, that it is his deare and tervent affedtionto Le Pratierey 
which is the cauſe thereof. To which purpoſe he keeps his Bed, andin his perfe& 
health is twice let blood, thereby to look ill 3 when ſending for his brother to his 
Chamber, and exempting all other company thenee, he acquaints and informes him, 
T hat fince he firſt ſaw La Pratiere, he ſtill moſt tenderly loved her, and that he maſt 
now die, becauſe ſhe will not affe& and love him 5:\He prayes and conjures him (by 
vertue of all the ſame blood which equally ſtreamesin both their bodies) for the ſa- 
vingand preſerving of his life, that he wi:l now abandon his affection from her, and 
ſoyeeld himup all the power and intereſt that he hath,or pretends to have in her,and 
that in requitall thereof (if occaſion require) he ſhall ſtill inde him ready, not on! 
 toexpoſe all his means, but his deareſt blood and life at hiscommand : A requeſt ſo 
unjuſt, and a. propoſition ſo devoide of comman ſenſe and reaſon, as YValfort ine ob- 
Y ſerving it, and therein ſeeing his Brothers 1mpudency, now growne tothe height of 
z» baſencſle and folly,he exceedingly incenſcd thereat (with a diſdainfull look) returns 
1 him this ſbarpe and bitter, yetdeſervedreply. Was it not enough thatTI underſtood 
your treachery, by my faire and deare La Fratiere, in ſeeking and attempting to be- 
reave re of her, but that thou art thy ſelfe become ſo ſottiſh, tomake thy tongue the 
Advocate, as well to pleade and apologiſe thy treachery to me, as to publiſh thy 
ſhame to thy ſelfe, and to the whole world, in ſeeking and defiring me to furceaſe my 
affeQion to her, and torenounce my intereſt of her tothy ſelfe: No, no, baſe @uat- 
brifſon (for henceforch Thighly diſdaine to terme or eſteeme you my Brother) I give 
thce to underſtand and .that in heart, and in bononr ſheis mine,and I hers,and 
theretore you ſhall die and damne ,. before L will permit thee to 1orich thy (elfe with 
my 


He having thus diſpatched and ſent away hisLetter , to his ſweet and faire Mi> | 
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myloſle of her, whom I affect and priſe a thouſand times dearer than.my ſelfe, or 
than all the lands and treaſures of the Worldz when without any other farewell, 
he haſtily and cholerickly flings forth his Chamber from him. 

briſſon (ecing his Brothers furious departure, and remarking his peremptory 
and incivillanſ{wer to him, hee (in his heart and thoughts) vowes revenge, and 1n his 
reſolutions ſweares to make him repent it. To which effeft, furſaking his bed, and 
abandoning his counterfeit fickneſle, his choller hardly affording his patience three 
dayesto recover his bloud and ſtrength, but knowing his Brother to be now at Nantes 
with their Uncle De Mafh,he ſeekes outa deare and intimate friend of his named Mon- 
fieurLa Roche,whom ingaging to be his Second ina Duel| againſt his own Brother Yak 
; fontaine,they ride over to Nantes,when comming to a ſmall Pariſh,termed gs. Vallerge, 
within a league of the City, hee writes a Challenge, delivers it to La Roche, and fo 
diſpceds him away with itto his Brother. La Roche comes to Nantes, findes out YVal/on- 
taine at the Preſident, his Uncles houſe, being in the company of a very intimate 
friend of his, of that City, named Monſieur de Pont Chanſey, and delivereth him his 
Brothers Challenge faſte ſealed, the which hee haſtily breaking open, and peruſing, 
he findes that it ſpeakes this Language. 


QuATBRISSON to VALFONTAINE. 


N regard it js impoſſuble for both of us to enjoy the faire La Pratiere to Wife, therefore it 
| is fit that one of us die, that the other may ſurvive andlive,to be enriched with ſo precious 
2 a treaſure, and crowned with ſo ineſtimable a bleſſing and felicity which conſidering, as 
alſo becanſe my modeſt requeſts have(undeſervedly) met with thy incivill carriage. and been re= 
quited with thy malicious execrations, Therefore finde it not ſtrange, to ſee affeFion give 4 
Law to Nature, and mine honour to contemne thy contempt and malice, in inviting thee and 
thy Second, to meet me and mine with your ſingle Rapiers, to morrow twixt tw? or three after 
dinner, in « faire medow at the Eaſt end of Saint Vallery, within a little flight ſhot thereof, 
where thou ſhalt finde this Gentleman (whom I have prayed to be the Bearer hereof) who will 

afely condud thee to me, where Twill patiently attend thee , I expe no other anſwer but th 
ſelfe, neither doe I any way doubt (mmch leſſe deſpaire) of thy meeting mee, ſince by birth'I 
know thou art Noble, _ inclination pretenaest to be Generous. 


QuUuATBRISSON. 


Valfontaine ſmiles at the reading of. this Challenge, and inconceit laughing at his 
Brather @xatbriſſons erroursand folly, hee cheerfully turneshimſelfe to Ls Roche, to 
whom he {peakes thus. Mouſiewr Ls Roche, I make no doubt but you are @watbriſſons 
Second; to whom herepliesz Myeſpect to your Brother hath engaged mee there- 
unto, in ſtead of a more worthy,and yetL ingenioufly confeſle and proteſt (Sir quoth 
he) that I have promiſed no more to him, than (if occaſion preſented)I am ready to 
performe for your ſelfe. #alfontaine thankes him, and prayes him to returne his Bro» 
ther Buatbrifonthis anſwer, That to morrow at the appointed houre and place hee 


 willnotfaileto meete him : When entreating La Roche to walke with him into the 


next Chamber, hee told him, hee preſumed hee ſhould ſhew him his Second 3 when 
Valfentaine taking Pont Chanſey tothe window, he ſhewes him his Brothers Challenge, 
and prayes him to honour him in being his Second. - Poxt Chanſey (not out of any 
feare in himſclfe, but in loveto theſe two Brothers) as a Chriſtian Gentleman pro- 
fereth to ride overito @nathrifſon to Saint Valery, and touſe his beſt power oF en- 
deayours to take up and. reconcile theſe differences betweene them 3 but La Roche 
telles bim hee may fave that journey and labour, For (that to his knowledge) 9uat- 
briſſev is both reſolute aud irreconcileable' iathat quarrell ; whereupon Port Chanſey 
freely engageth himſelfe to 7 oſortaine, and fo mel two Seconds (though not as lo- 
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ving triends, yet as friendly and honourable Enemies) very ſecretly that evenin g 

provide their Rapiers, which done, L4 Roche ridesbacke to Saixt Yallery, acquaintin 
$atbriſſon with his Brother Yalfontaines generous reſolution, to meete and fight wi f 
hun the next day, as alſo that Port Chanſey is his Second : And although (by th einſti- 
gation of Sathan) that Choller and Revenge make minutes ſeeme houres,and houres 
yeares, ereit hath wrought his wiſhed effects; and effeCted his bloody defignes: So 
theſc our foure raſh and inconſiderate Gentlemen (more full of Valour than Ver- 
rue, and of Courage than Chriſtianity) the houre appointed for the Rendezvous 
approaching, and 9ratbriſſon with his Chirurgion, being firſt in the field, hath diffi- 
cultly made two turnes, before La Roche uſhereth in his Brother YValfont ajne, his Se- 
cond Pont Chanſey an'l their Chirurgion; -when they all tying up their Horſes tothe 
hedge, they (according to the cuſtome of Duels) doe all throw off their dublets, 
and each unbooting his fellow,they appeare intheir ſi]ke ſtockings and white pumps, 
as if they were fitter to dance Corazto's or Pavins, than to fight Duels. 

So the two Brothers firſt draw, and approach each other, and attheir firſt com- 
ming up, Yalfontaine (without being touched himſelfe) gives Qxatbriſſon a deepe 
wound 1n his right thigh, and if his Rapier had not beaten downe the thruſt, it had 
undoubtedly nailed him to the ground 3 at their ſecond encounter they are both 
hurt, 9»atbriſſor in the right arme, and Valfontaine of a ſcarre inthe necke, and heere 
they make a ſtand to take breath, @xatbriſſon not as yet iperng, nor / alfontaine tri- 
umphing or aſſuring himſelfe of theViCtory,and the 1ght and effulion of their blood 
is ſo farre fromrebating or quenching, as it rather revives their Courages with more 
ſpleene and animoſity, ſo they will againe try their fortunes 3 They now traverſe 
their ground, and approach each other,and although they are not lefle valorous than 

before, yet (tothe eyes of their Seconds and Chirurgions) they are now more cauti- 
ous in their plea, and more adviſed in chooſing and refuſing their ground, when Yal- 
fontaine breaking a thruſt (which his Brother preſented him) he then calling tomind 
the ſweeteneſſe of his La Pratieres beauty, and the foulneſle of his Brothers malice 
and treachery towards him, drives home a thruſtat him, which entereth betwixt his 
ſhort ribbes, and making the blood to guſh and ſtreame forth, doth ſoone quaile his 
courage; ſoas he whoright now thought himſelfe maſter of his Brothers life, now 
feares his owne, ſothat he thinkes he hath given. enough, if not received too much in 
counter-exchange, as well to ſecure his reputation from the ſcandall of his friends, 
asto warrant his Generoſity from the detraCtion of his Enemies, and therefore thro- 
wingaway his Rapier, he (with more wiſedome than honour) begges his life of his 
Brother, vowing henceforth wholly to forſake and leave him LaPratiere, and tolove 
him as dearely as formerly hee hated him deadly : Which cowardiſe of his, isſo 
farre from being reliſhed, or approved of the SpeQatours, as it proves the wonder 
of Yalſontaine, the laughter of Port Chanſey, the diſdaine of hisowne Second Le 
Roche, and the contempt of both their Chirurgions 3 but Yalfoxteine was as benigne 
as ®uatbriſſen was baſe and envious, and asnoble as he was treacherous,” and ſo u 
bikabmilfion he ſheathes up his ſword,gives him hislife;and with hishat in his hand 
embraceth him, andthus with many fraternal! words and complements, theſe two 
Brothers (in all outward ſhew) ate againe reconciled, and becoine perfeC friends : 
But the end proves all things. y 5-7 pa 

Now to follow the ſtreame of our Hiſtory; and the ceremonies of "Duels, we muſt 
paſle from Quetbriſſew and Yalfontaine the Principals,' to La Roche and Port Chanſey, 
their Seconds, to ſee in what ſhape they will come forth, and how they 'reſolve to 
beare themſelves in the conciuſion,and knitting up of 'this reconciliation; As for Port 
Chanſey, hee thinkes it no diſparagement orſhame to him now to refuſe to fight, ſith 
his Principall hath given his Enemy the foile, in giving him hislife z but contra- 
riwiſe, E2 Koche being Second to the Challenger, nortthe Pe engeds hee therefore 
holds itnolawfull 'plea'or excuſe for him to exempt himſclfe from fighting; -— 
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Chauſeys: modeſty ſeemes toover-vaile his valour with ſilence and indifferency,which 
the infalting. vanity'of 4 Roche doth fo far miſconſtrue , ache erroniouſ]y attributes 
it, rather to feare-#nd cowardiſe, ' than toreaſon or judgement. Theworlt of Pont 
Chfeytt malice veriteth no other {oeechevand la but that he will follow-and 
abide the cenſure of their Principals, whether they being their Seconds ought to fight 
er no;and accordingly he is'ready either to retire or advance; but Le Rocher mtempe- 
rate pallions(flying a higher pitch)with much -vehemmenoyand choller proteſterh;tha 
he cameinro the feld/purpoſely to fight,andinot to keepſheep, or to catch flies with 
his Rapier.' The twoBrothers'interpoſe ahd conſult hereon, and dojoyntly affirme, 
that becauſe they themſclvesare reconciled, and become good friends, they hold it 
repugnaht to reaſon and contradiQory to the right and nature of Duels, that their 
Seconds {hould once draw their weapons, much leffe fight ; Bur this neither doth nor 
can as yet ſatisfie La Roche, whoſe choller is now become fo boundlefſle, as he in lofty 
ermes elevateth Yalfortaines valour to the skies and dejetteth Dratbrifſons cowardiſe 
aslow as Hell, begging permiſſion of the one'to fight withtis Second, and peremto- 
rily informing the'ather, that he will fight, but both @xatbriſſon and Yalfontaine con- 
demn thoſe fumes;and this heat of La Roche,and are fo tar from applauding it in him, 
as they (in downright termes) repute it to temerity and rafhnefle, and not to magna=- 
nimity and valour yea, his impatiency hath ſo provoked and moved their patience, 
as (notin jeſt but incarneſt) they bandy theſe words tohim,that he glorieth ſo much 
1m his generolity, as in now ambitiouſly ſceking to adde to his valour, he ſubſtrateth 
from his judgement. When Port Chanjey (to retort and wipe off the leaſt taint or ble- 
miſh, whicheither La Roche, or the two Brothers might conceive, lay on his reputati- 
on)thinks it now high time to ſpeak, becauſe as yet he had ſpoken fo little,and prayes 
La Roche to finde out ſome expedient, either that they might returne as loving 
Friends, or fight it out as Honourable enemies, and that for his part he is ſo far from 
the leaſt ſhaddow of feare, 'or conceit of cowardiſe, as he tels him plainly , he ſhall 
finde his Rapier of an excellent temper,and his heart of a better : Whereupon vaine 
and miſerable La Roche, conſulting with nature, and not with grace; he to give end 
tothis difference, reſolves on an expedient as wretched, as execrable, the whichhe 
propoſeth to Port Chauſey and the two Brothers in theſe termes3 That the only way, 
and his laſt reſolution is, thata faire paire of dice ſhall be the Judge and Umpier be- 
tween them, and that'who throwes moſt at one caſt, it ſhall be in his choice either to 
fight or not to fight, whereunto Port Chanſey willingly conſenteth, although 9natbriſ- 
ſon and Valfontaine do in vaine contraditt and oppole it. But the decree 1s pa{t, and 
Le Roche (very officious in his wickednefle ,' and forward in hisimpiety) ſpreads his 
Cloak on the ground, drawes a paire of Dice forth his Pocket, and becauſe he was of 
the challengers fide, he will throw firſt , which he doth, and the fortune of the Dice 
gives him ſeven 3 Poxt Chauſey followes him and hkewiſc taking the Dice throwes on- 
ly five: Whereat Lz Roche graceleſlely inſulting and triumphing, with an open throat 
cryes out, fight, fight, fight; and ſo preſently drawes his Rapier. Port Chanſey ſeeing 
his enemy armed, thinks it no longer, either ſafe or honourable for him to be unar- 
med, when(yet with a kinde of religious reluftancy, and unwilling willingneſſe) he 
likewiſe unſheathes his Rapier, and ſo without any farther expoſtulation, they here 
approach each other : But becauſe (for brevities ſake) I reſolve to paſle over the cir- 
cumſtances , and only to mention the iſſue of their fingle combate, let me (before E 
proceed farther) in the name and feare of God conjure the Chriſtian Reader, here 
toadmire with wonder and admiration, at his ſacred Providence, and divine Juſtice 
which in the iſſue of this Ducllis made conſpicuous and apparant to theſe two raſh 
and inconliderate Gentlemen, the Combatants, and in them toall others of the 
whole world; For loe, juſt as many picks as each of them threw on the Dice,ſo many 
wounds they ſeverally received each from other, as Pont Chaujey five, and La Roche 
feyen, and he who ſa extremely deſired to fight, and fo inſatiably thirſted after Pos 
Ty | | Sf 2 Chanſey# og 
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Chanſeges þlood;; /is-now here/by him.najfled dead to-the round, -and his breathleſſe. 
cogps-all, gored and waſhed in his ownþlood, . A feartull example andreniarkable 
elident forall bloody, minged Gemlemen of theſe onr times, to-contemplate and 
0 4= becauſe wretched La,Reche, was ſo miſerable, as he hadno point oftimeto. 
{ce his errour, mo{park of grace t0 ggpom ted yo (nt ot & Sts 
_. ” @ubriſſonand.his Chirprgion (as ſorrowtull for his death,ds his Brother ia{fon- 
+zine 4s glad thereof) take qrder for bis(decent traoiportingto rhe Cutie3/ while /Val- 
ſans gipe congratulates with'Powt Chayſey for his goad fortune and vidtoty; who for his 
lafety flies0Blavetuotill the Duke of Ages (to whom he was homager) bad. procu- 
red and-{cnt him his pacdonfrom the;King,the which in few weeks atter he effected. 
Memieur ic Caerſtajnge, and M..dawoyſelle Ville-blanche bis Wife are advertiſed of their 
two Jons quaxrell at Saint-V ull, ey. and-of the eauſe and iflue theregf, who condemne 
@Ratbriſſon tor kusereachery a malice, and applaud YValfontaize tar ſo nobly giving 
at kis. Brother: his life , when it lay in.hig power and/plea ſure-ro have deprived him 
thereof, which newes is hikeyile ſpeedily conveyed fifſt to-Naxtes, and then to Saint- 
dignaw,where Pexnelle as much grievs at, Qwatbri/ſon foile and dilgrace.as his Daugh» 
tex our faire LaPratiere triumphs at ber/alfont-1xes wittoty , and becauſe ſhe willno 
longer be deprived of his preſence,whole abſcncedeprives herofall herearthly con- 
tentand Felicity, ſhe makes her prayers and tears become ſuch-jaceflant Orators, and 
importunate: Advocates to her Father, a»ſhe now drawes his free conſent to take Yat- 
fontajne for her Huſband, which at laſt.to their own unſpeakable joy, and the appro» 
bation and content of az] their Parents of exther lideytgat Sarrt-4ignay performed and 
conſummated, with much pompe and bravery. : I 
__, But albeit, Quatbrifſon (as we have formerly underſtood) have all the reafons of 
the world.,tobe tully and. fairly xeconciled to his Brother Yalfont aire, yea (and accors 
dipg tohis promiſe and oath)to affeCt him tenderly.and dearly , yet where the heart 
:+not ſantified and in peace; the tongue may pretend thuug}: not intend-1t 3 For the 
more he gazeth on his Siſterin law Ls Pratieres beauty , the more the freſhneſle and 
delicacy thereof, revives andinflames his laſciviousluſt towards her, when knowing 
her tobe aschaſte as faire,and being confident that he was out of all hope to receive 
any immodeſt courteſie, or fagmliarity from hen, .whiles her Husband his Brother 
Valfontaine lives, the Devill hath already taken ſuch full poſleflion of his heart , as 
(with a helliſh ingratitude and impiety)he wretchedly.reſolveste@ deprive himof his 
life, of whom as it were but right now he had the-happineſle to receive his own. 
| ©. As ſoonaswe think of reyenge we meerly forget ourſelves,bur when we conſent 
tomurther we abſolutely forget God 3 for that helliſh contemplation,and this inhu- 
mane and bloody ation, doe inſtantly work ſo wretchedly inus, that of Men we be- 
come Monſters, and (which is worſe) of Chriſtians Devils3 for thereby we make our 
ſelves his ſlavexand members. A miſery to whichallothersare not comparable, be- 
- cauſe thoſeare finite, in regard they have only relation to the life of our bodies, but 
this infinite in regard it occaſioneth the death of our ſoules : But all thisnotwithſtand- 
ivg, it is not.injeſt but in earneſt, that Dxatbriſſon aſſumes this bloody reſolution to 
murther his Brother V, alfontaine 5 For ſeeing that it wasneither in his power or for- 
tune to kill him.1n the Duell, he therefore holds it more ſafe,lefſe dangerous,to have 
bim poyſoned, and ſo deals with his Brothers Apothecary, named Moncallier, to un- 
dertake and. performe it, and in requitall thereof he aſſureth him of three hundred 
Ke ps 5ckruy Lav re halfein __ (by ves rm this yo of the Devill, 
this | Kk ot Hell, con promi im ily toeffect and performeit; 
thewhich hedetb, The manner thus. p ij | 
Valfontine within fix weeks of his marriage , findes his body in anextreame heat, 
rags ect it toanexceſle of wine, which he had the day before taken at Poxtivie 
nd-others for having hin too amorous and uxorious to his ſweet y 
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Praticre3. but it matters: not which exceſle of theſe two gave lum lus fickneſls, only 
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ſhall bleare the eyes of God, yet he intends todo thoſe of men, fromthe knowledge 
and deteCtion of this foule wi b- 
lat? countenance,on his rejoycing and triumphing heart, for the death of his Brother, 
the which he endeavoureth to publiſh in his ſpeeches and apparel; ſo he ridesover 
to Saint Aignaw to his Siſter in Law La Pratiere,condoles with her for her Huſband his 
Brothers death,and with his beſt oratory ſtrives to diflipate and diffell her forrowesz 
but (till her thoughts and conſcienee donotwithſtanding prompt her, that conſide- 
ring his former attection to her, and his fighting with his Brotherher Huſband for 
her) ſure he had a hand in his death, but in what manner or how ſhe knowes not,and 
ſo asa molt vertuous and forrowtull Lady , leaves the revealing thereof to the good 
pleaſure and providence of God; and the curious heads both of Nantes and V anne 
concur with herinthe ſame conceit and beliefe. 

But three moneths are ſcarce paſt over, {ince YValſontaine was laid in his grave; but 
Wuutbriſſon is ſtill ſo deeply beſotted with his own luſt, andthe beauty of Lz Pratiere, 
as he fcls his wit for folly, and againe becomesa Satorto marry her, having none 
but this poore! Apologteto colour outhis inceſtuous defires; that he will procure'a 
diſpenſation from Rowe to approve itz and that he hath already ſpoken to Yver Bi-. 
ſhop. of Reiwves to. thateffeCt , 'who was many yeares Penitentiary (or Almoner) to 
Pope Paxlys - Quintxs: And what doth this indiſcretion of his work with La Prattere, 
but. only: toincreaſe/herjealoufte, to confirme her ſuſpition, and to make her the 
more confident; that; her Huſband had been (till in this Workd if he had not been 
the means 1o ſoon toſfend himinto another: Wherefore ſhe rejeCeth both his ſute 
and himſelfe, 'tels himy-that ifhe can finde in his heart and conſcience to marry her, 
ſhe cannot diſpence with her ſoule toeſpouſe him , and therefore that hee ſhall do. 
| well to farcealſe his ſute, ;citherto the Popeor Biſhop; fith if it lay in their pow- 

ers, yet it thould never in her pleaſareto grant, or reſolutzonto effett it 3 but this per-= 
emptory; xefuſall of hers cannot yet caule 9yatbriſon toforſake and leave herz Forif 
bixluſ agdgegncupilgence. formerly made him previſh to ſeek her tor his Wife,now it 
makes him meerly ſottiſh and impudentto alter his ſute;and ſoto attempt and defire 
tamake berhis trumpet;But heliath no-ſooner defivered her this baſe and obſcene 
monon,; . but all the:-blood of har body ffafhing invher face, ſhe highly diſdaineth 
both ;his ſpeeches and {himſe}fe,: and yowingand:-ſcorning/henceforth ever mote to 
come into his company;;;{o ſhe irifotmes her Father of hisdifbonourable intent, and' 
unchaſte motion to hex,whotpridbimiclfoffquncivillandimpudent a gueſt, there-' 
upon (an ſharpe termes forbigs biax bis Houſe and. his Daughters company,as having 
hexeby, altogether made himſelfe:imworthytotnjoy the privited ge of the one,''or 
the honour. of .the other , .whoothis fweetand RY Lady/(to be nomore 
haunted with ſo laſciviouss Gngftand Spirit) being ſoug - 7 marrige by divers oy 
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bloody fact; for he puts on a mournfull and diſconſo- - 
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ble and gallant Gentlemen, ſhe among them all (after a whole years mourning for 
her firſt) makes choice of Monſtexrr de Pont oP for her ſecond Huſband, and mar- 
ries himz Quatbriſſon ſeeing himſelfe fo diſdainfully fleighted and reje&ted of Li Pra- 
tiere, he (as a baſe Gentleman, and difhononrable Lover) metamorphoſeth his affe- 
ion into hatred towards her , and vowes that his revenge ſhall ſhortly match ker 
diſdaine, and meet with her ingratitude, and ſo flies her fight and company as much 
as he formerly deſired it. But as the belt revenge is tomake our enemies ſee that we 

roſper and do well, ſo hequite contrary makes it his praCtiſe and ambition to do 
evill; for from henceforth among many other of his vices hedefileth his body with 
whoredome, and gives himſelte over to Fornication and Adultery,which hath taken 
up ſo deepe a habit in him, as it is now growne toa ſecond nature, for he wholly 
i at os. himſclfe to Queans and Strumpets, that be ſhe Maide, Wife,or Widow, 
his wanton eye ſcarce ſees any, but his luſtfull heart defireth, and his laſcivious 
tongue ſeeks. 

Now @atbriſſon (among many other) hearing that a poorePeaſant,or Countrey- 
man, termed Renne Malliot, of the pariſh of Saint Andrewes, three miles from YVaunes, 
had a ſweet and faire young Daughter, he therefore very lewdly reſolvesto ſee her, 
and to tempt her tohis obſcene deſires, when provoked and halled on by his luſt, as 
that was likewiſe by the Devill, he rides over to her Fathers houſe, and alighting 
from his Horſe cals there tor ſome wine, but with his Hauk on his fiſt,and his Laquay 
and Dogs at his heels, thereby the better to over-vaile and colour out his lafcivious 
defigne and intent : And that the Reader may the better and apparantly behold this 
countrey Virgin Marieta; (he was aged of ſome fixteene yeares; and towards her ſe- 
venteenth, tall and ſtraight, and rather a little enclining to fatnefle than to leanneſſe; 
her haire was ofa bright flaxen colour, and the of ſo freſh a beauty ; and Tweet deli- 
cate complexion, that her eyes were capable to inflame defire, and her chetks to en- 
gender and exat affettion,ſothatas it was a wonder among many to fitde ſodelicate 
a Countrey-laſle, it was alſo many wonders in one;to ſee how {ſweetly her rich beau- 
ty graced her poore clothes, whiles they (though in vaine) endeavour to diſgrace it. 
9natbriſſon no ſooner lees Marieta, but ſhe is ſo faire and amiable in his eyes, as they 
wforme him, that report comes infinitely ſhort of her beauty ; when burning in the 
flathes of his beaſtly concupiſcence towards her , his luſt ſo exceedingly outbraves 
his teaſon, that hiseyesand heart doalready do homagetohers, and heis ſo farre 
caught and inſhared in the contemplation of her freſh youth and beauty,ashe vowes 
to leave noart unattempted to obtain his luſtfull defires in enjoying of her virginity: 
To which end he very often & ſecretly viſiteth her, diſcovereth her his lewd deſires 
and affection, gives her Gloves, Bonlace; Lawne; worſted Stockings,arid the like tri- 
fles, thereby the ſooner to prevaile with her, when God knowes this faire poor Mai- 
def was ſochaſte, as yetſhe knew not what belonged to unchaſticy, ſuch wishet ob- 
ſcare dwelling, and innocent education, and yet behold the Devill was ſo buſie with 
her, and 9atbriſſon with the Devill, to draw and ptoſtitute'herto ſin, as ſhewas ſo 
farin love with bis gay clothes, =. 2p. 2G faire promiſes, rich pifts; and 


eſpecially becauſe he wasa Gentleman; that ina few weeks fho had hardlythe power 
crill indeayhimanys ing,no nother ſclfe. rhe 0 = "of, gamers 
"Bat whiles thus; 


Mother ure Chanwrett (! ; | _ 
h by her Daughters beauty) begins tomiſtruſt and feare that by his often vi 
ug voured to put a rape on hetverte, infſceking toinrich himnſelfe with the 
lofle maiden-head, the which to prevent, ſhe forbids himther houſe, ſhewing 
(that ſhe had rather dye; than livero ſee her Daughter made a Serumper, adding 

T, thatif hereupotthe didnce forbeare her houſe and het Daughters company, 
ſhe would forthwith Scquaine his Father Monfevy db Carfaivge therewith, alleadging 
that how cloſe ſo ever be bore himdeife, ſhe knew hin to be his Songe and Heire,an 
| termed 


fat layes cloſe ſiege tothe aſtiry of the Daughter, her 
(being of a quick wit and ſharpe a mn, meaſuring his 
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eermed 9u4tbrifſon;which'crofle ſpeeches of hersdo much affli& and perplex himh,and 

the more becauſe he {tes he cannot now approach Marieta, and whichis worſt of all, 

in regard he knowes not whom to emplay towards her, to win herto his defires : But 

at length remembring that he was well atquainted with an old Franciſcan Frier of 
Auroy, named Father 8ymplician, who many yeares begged the Countrey for the re- 

payring of their Monaſtery, and with whom he had often carouſed and been merry : 

He therefore holds him a fit Inſtrument and Agent for his purpoſe; arid ſo rides over 
to Awroy, and ſendsfor him to his lodging; where giving him good cheere, and well 
heating his head with wine, hethere from point to point diſcovereth this ſecret, and 
layes open himſelfe to him : So this old Frier loving his cups better than 
his Beads, and Morſfeur de Qxatbriſſon better thah his Guardian (becauſe he 
bad twice formerly expelled him the Monaſtery for ſome of his diſhoneſt 
and debauched prancks) hee freely engageth himſelfe to him, affirming 
that hee well knew both Father, Mother, and Daughter, having hereto- 
fore many times layen in their houſe, when he hath been overtaken, either by night 
or raine. 

Hypocrniſte 1s the Devils Maſk or Viſard, and there is no way fo ſabrle or ſinfull 
to deceiveas under the Cloak and Colour of Religion, and therefore it ts a moſt per- 
nitious and odious ſhame to Chriſtians , that thoſe who profeſle piety ſhould pro- 
phaneit. This good Fellow Frier Syayplician (taking the tide of tire, and the winde 
of opportunity) under the pretext of viſiting ſome of his Kinsfolks leaves Azroy, re- 
paires to Yaxres, and ſoto Malliots houſe in the Countrey , where purpotely faining 
himſelfe ſick, thereby to procure himſelfe the better colour for his ſtay, and the bet- 
ter means for the diſpatch ofthis love buſineſle for Monſieur ©xatbrifſon, there Maliot 
and his Wife Fane Chanmet(out of their reſpeCt to Religion, and reverence toChurch- 
men) entertaine him lovingly, and attend him carefully and diligently; thinking no 
coſt too much, norany meat, care or labour enough which they ſpent and beſtowed. 
on him But we ſhall ſee him requite this Hoſpitality , and repay this coartefie of 
theirs with a baſe ingratitade. | 

For in the abſence of the Father and Mother , this deboſhed Fryer teacheth their 


faire, Daughter Marjets a new Catechiſme; he tels her that Monſrenr $natbrifſong 


deeply in love with her ; that if ſhe will hearken to his affeCtion, and ſo become fle 

ble to his deſires, he will ſhortly ſteale her away from her Parents, and either main- 
taine her Gentlewoman-like in brave apparel! , or elſe marry her to forme rich Ser- 
ving-man, or Farmers Sonne, with whom ſhe might hve merrily, and at her hearts 
content all the dayes of her lifez adding withall , that it was pity her delicate freſh 
beauty ſhould be ſo ſtriftly and obſcurely mewed up in herFathers poorCotrage,and 
that it wasa ſhame to her to provean enemy to Nature, who had been ſo bountiful 
and ſo true a friend toher, with many more obſcene reaſons, and debofhed ſpeeches 
looking that way, the which (in modeſty) I cannot remember withorit ſhame, nor 
relate without deteſtation. $6 -this pandarifing old Fryer (depeneratiny from his 
habit, profeſſion, and name;) what with the honey, (or rather indeed the poyſoh) of 
his _—_— and promiſes, and the _ of forzegiftsand tokens which he delivered 
her from Quathriſſow, he drawesthis armelefle and innocent poore countrey Maide, 
ſo far.to forget her ſelfe, her Parents, and God; that in hope of rich apparell, and a 
good'Huſband, ſhe tels her Father S31plic/an; that the is wholl eb fos at cort- 
mand, and that for his fake and love ſheisabſohately reſolved to forfake her Father 
and Mother, and togo away with him ajiy night orday, whes he pleaſeth to fetch 
hers the which he ſbortly doth; and ſhe accompliſheth : And thus was the odious ih» 
gratitude'of this Fryer 8ya5pl;ziu#, towards honeſt Mallior and his Wife, for his good 
cheere; lodgi 
and Dat , whom they well hoped 
the ſtaffe and comfort of their Age: 


d have proved the joy of their life; and 
| Quatbrifſet 


entertainment, Shae and bereavethem of their only ehilde 


—— — 


they bitterly lament 
her loſe, and their own misfortunes therein. They complaine to all their Neighbours 
thereof,and leave few adjacent Pariſhes or Houſes unſought forher; yea her Mother 
Jane Chaumets griete and jealouſic tranſport her fo far,as vehemently ſuſpeCting that 
Monſieur de Quatbrifſon had ſtolne her away, ſhetrips over to his Fathers Houſe, and 
there (with torrow in herlooks; and teares in her eyes)acquaints both him and the 
Lady his Wife: thereof; who preſently ſend for their Son Q»atbriſſox before them. 
They ſhew him what an infinite ſcandall this foule fact and crime of his wilt breed 
him, and likewiſe refle& upon'themſelves, and all their Kinsfolks and Family. How 
the juſtice of God infallibly attends on whoredome and fornication,and that he hath 
no other true courſe or means left him toexpiate and deface it, but Confcflion, Con- 
trition, and Repentance, and'by returning the poore Countrey Girle againe to her 
aged and forrowfull Parents : But ®atbriſſor their Son (as a baſe deboſh<d Gentle- 
man) denies all, termes old Ma/iets Wife an old Hag and Devill, tocharge him thus 
fal{ly- with the ſtealing away ofher Daughter; and ſo without any other redreſfle or 
comfort, this poore Mother returnes againe home to her {orrowtull Huſband, and 
Dmatbriſſon ſecretly to his Nurſes, to frollhick and ſport it out with his ſweet and faire 
Countrey Miltris Marieta. 

But to obſerve the better Order and Decorymin the dilation and unfolding of this 
Hiſtory, leave we(for a ſmall time) this laſcivious young couple, wallowing in the 
beaſtly pleaſures of their ſenſuality and fornication, ' and come wea little to ſpeak 
how ſuddenly and ſharply (at unawares) the vengeance and juſtice of God ſurpriſeth 
ourexecrable Apothecary Moncall:er,who ſo wretchedly and lamentably(as we have 
formerly underl[tood) had ſent innocent Valfontaine from Earth to Heaven; by that 
damnable drug and ingredient of poylon. T he manner whereof briefly is thus: 

. Smatbrifſon (as we have al n) having exchanged his former aftedtion into 
' future malice and envie towayAghis Siſter in Law La Pratiere ; doth; ſtillretaine ſuch 
bloody thoughts agnnſther riking hands with the Devill)he (in tavourof three 
hundred Crownes more) hath againe ingaged his helliſh Apothecary Moxcalier like- 
wiſe to poyſon her, at his firſt adminiſtring of Phylick to bets which intended de- 
plorable Tragedy. of theirs is no ſooner projetted and plotted ofthe one; then pro- 
miſed ſpeedily to beaCted and performed by the other, to the end/(quoth thefe:two 
miſerable wrerches) to make her equall;-as in marriage, ſoindeath with her firſt 
Huſband Y alfontaine. -T hus Qatbriſſon longing , arid\Moncal/zer hearkning out for 
La Pratieres fir(t ickneſle, two: moneths are fcarce blowne over; ſince her mavtiage 
with Pont Chayſey; but ſhe is ſurpriſed with a peſtilent Fever; when he asa lovmgand 
kinde Husband (atthe requeſtof his lick Wife) ridesovertoV ares for'thisMonſter 
of his profeſſion and; time Moncallier, to come:with' him and gwe her phylick., the 
whicl/preſently (with as much treacherouseard, as feigned fofraw) he promilſeth to 
_ effect; and.ſoinwardly reſolves with the Devill;andhim(elfe'to:poyſon ber >butwe 
.. ſhall ſee here that Gods providence will favourably: perput the firſt,ahd his gootneſle 
mJ and mercy miraculoyſ] -preyent the ſecond«.1 51+ bog 9%. 107% 3: 18 4 
Y \- Moncallier ſeesthis his faireand; (weetPatient La Pratiere, buthe is yet ſofar from 
fhame or repentapce thathe hagl poyſoned her firſt Huſband;as (with a graceleſle ras 
a he confirmes his porno! utigulhkewtrerortipatch her (elf: 
bur. for.that time he conteutethhimaſelfe qnly to.draw {ix ouncesof blood fron her, 
york promiſerh to, xeturpe to her the next morning WwithPhyſick; [and thereintoin- 
inuate and infuſe the poyſon, But here (in the teaxe, and tothe glory of God) let 
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me requeſt the. Chriſtian Reader to admire and wonder with me at th2 {trangeneſle 
ofthish den and divine puniſhment of God, then and there ſhowne on this wretch- 
ed Apothecary Moygalier : For as he was ready todepart ,. and being on the top of 
ehe Stapres,, (next to, the Chamber doare where L4Pratierelay (ick) complementing 
ith her Huſband Pojrt Chauſey at bis farewell, he trips in his Spurs, and fo fals down 
Ce at the footthereofythere breaks hisneck,and which is lamentable and fear- 
full, he hath; neither the power or grace lefthim to ſpeak a word , much leſle-tare- 
pent his cruel! poyloning of Valfex#4ize, or to pray unto God ro forgive it him. And 
thus was the miſerable end of this-wretched Apothecary Morcal/ier , who, when he 
abſalntely, thought that that bloudy fat of his was quite defaced and forgotten of 
Gad, then God (as,we ſee) in his. due time remembred to puniſh him for the ſame, to 
his utter contuſion. and deſtructian, that as his. crime was bloody , ſo his puniſhment 
ſhould. be ſudden and ſharpe. | 
- Returng we nowagaine to @xathriſſon (who amidſt bis carnall pleaſures with his 
young and. faire Mgrieta) is advertiſed of Moyrcalliers ſudden and unnaturall death at 
$. Aignaw, whereat (reſembling himſelfe) be is ſo far from any apprehenſion or grief, 
as he exceedingly tziuwpheth aud: rejoyceth thereat 3 yea, he 1s as glad that he hath 
thus broke his neck, hecaufe he can now tellno tales, as ſorrowfull if now before his 
death he have not poyſoned LaPratiere, ias formerly he did her Husband YValfortaine 
bis Brother. Whiles thus @»athrifors joy, in enjoying Mariete, proves the griefeand 
diſconſolation of her Parents, for it is now;generally bruted in YVarxes, that Quatbriſs 
ſon hath ſtolne away Mall/iots Daughter Marieta, -whereof her Father and Mother be- 
ing ſorrowfully acquainted (he being weak and ſickly) ſhe again repaires to Monſenr 
ds Caerſiainge and. his Lady, and with teaxes in her eyesthrowing her (clfe at their 
feet » acquaints them with this publick report, humbly beſeeching themto be a 
means tothe Gentleman their Son, that he reſtore them their Daughter ; but they are 
in a manner) deafe to her requeſts,and ſq only returge her this generall anſwer,that 
ey will apaine examine their $an, and cauſe all their Tenants houſesneere about to 
be cn ſearched for her., jand this isall the redrefle and conſolation which this 
ſorrowfull Mother could get from themy Whereof 9x4tbriſes being advertiſed, he 
_ (vith much ſecrecy and haſte) about:-midnight, caulethPreyor his Fathers Miller, tg 
tetch Marigta away from his Nurſes houſe to his Mill, which is ſome quarter,af a 
League fram his Fathers Houſe, the which accordingly zeros efteCteth. The very 
next matning 2u4thbriſſon goes ſcoretly tothe Mill and viſits herzhe informes herhow 
her Parents have motind his againſt him,and againſt her ſelfe likewiſe; he bids her 
be of good comfort;that ſhe ſhall, want nothing, that he-will very ſhortly procure ber 
a better lodging, and proviile both for her ſafety and reputation, and fo continually 
frollicks it out, and there takes his pleaſure of her 3 yegz -he lies ſo often with her mar 
ny whole nights and'ſome dayes at this Mill, that at laſt her belly (wels, and both of 
them apparantly perceive that ſhe is with childe by him : whep poore ſoule, ſeeing 
her ſelfe as it were pentup in a priſon;that ſhe had na new apparell,vor was towardy 
any Husband yea, looking back into the fouleneſle of her fault, and: {ecing that ſbe 
had made her ſelfe the griefe of her Father and Mother, the laughter of the world, 
and almoſt the diſdaine of @xatbriſſon, who({urterting in his pleaſureswith her)begau 
ow to look leſſe familiar, and more ſtrange to her than accaſtomed, ſhe with mavy 
ſighes and teares repents her {elf of her errour;but how toremedy it;the knowes nor, 
As for Quatbriſſon, he ſuppoſing he had his Fathers Miller Pjerot at hiscommand, 
profereth him two hundred French Crownes to marry her 3 whereat this Meale-cap 
Miller (being a luſty. young fellow of ſome hye and twenty years old) could not at 
firſt refraine from bluſhing and laughing;zwhen ſeeing Marieta to be young and faire, 
he is ſofarre in love with her, asat firſt he wiſheth her to-his wikez but then againe 
conlidering that ſhe bath a great belly by his young Maſter , that he ſtill lyes with 
her, and that if he ſhould marry her, be would undoubtedly be more Maſter and, 
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owner of her than himſclfe,he prayes himtherefore to excuſehim, for that he is fully 
reſolved not to marry her. When @natbriſſon yet farther deſirous to draw him totake 
her to his Wife , profereth Perot a new Leaſe and Eſtate of his Mill from his Father 
for ſeven years, at his own coſt and charges. But this Miller (being a pleaſant joviall 
wag) tels his young Maſter that he had rather never heare the clacking of his Mill; 
than tolive to ſee himſelfe cornuted; and ſoupon no termes will'marry Marieta, but 
for any other ſervice,he {wearesto him,that he is,and ever will be wholly at his com- 
mand. Poore Marieta now ſecing her hopes grow ſmall, and her belly great, and con- 
ſequently her joyes decline, and her ſorrowes increaſe, finding that ſhe is now rather 
Oratbriſſons priſoner than his prize, and the Miller rather her Goaler than her Land- 
Jord, (the with many far fercht Gghes and briniſh tears) very paſſionately beſeecheth 
®natbriſſon on her knees, that he will ſpeedily either provide her a Husband, or per- 
mit her with her ſhamefull and ſorrowtull burthen to returne home to her afflicted 
and angry parents. Two requeſts, and both ſo — — ſhe to him) as if it 
be not in your power to grant me the firſt, yet I hope it will be your pleaſure not to 
deny me the ſecond. But Qwatbriſſox, notwithſtanding all theſe teares and prayers of 
Maricta,he is ſtill ſo vexed,as well with her importunity,as with the ſharp complaints 
of his own Parents, and the bitter lamentations and outcries of hers, that (in the heat 
of ſottiſh choller and ingratefull diſdaine) he flies from her, abſents himſelfe longer 
then accuſtomed, and thenceforth (by degrees) begins as much to loathe her, as he 
formerly loved her. Marieta perceiving this his unexpected and ingratefull unkind- 
neſle towards her.it pierceth her very heart with griefe, and her ſoule with deſpairez 
She requeſts the Millerto tell Morfrewr de Snatbriſſen that ſhe prayes him to ſee her,or 
to permit her toſee him 3 but he perceiving that his young Maſter ſlighted her, and 
that his hot affeftion was by this time waxed cold and frozen to her, he refuſeth togo 
himſelfe, and ſo ſends his Boy 3 But what doth this RIG of hers procure or 
efte& with £xatbriſſon, but only the more inflame his choller, and therein the more 
increaſe her own ſorrowes.and accelerate and haſten on her miſeries? For he bids the 
Boy tcl! her, that he is gone to Remner, and will not returne in a moneth; and withall,' 
he wils him to bid his Maſterto come ſecretly to him in the morning , at his Fathers * 
Orchard.So if ®zatbriſſons unkindneſle to Marieta formerly made her ſeem to be the 
piCture of ſorrow, Alas,now this his diſcourteous departure,and diſdaining either to 
{ee her,or once bid her farewell,makes her really to be ſorrow her ſelfesfor ſhe tears 
her haire, and (withy mournfull and ſorrowtull Ambition) endeavoureth to drown 
her ſelfe inthe Ocean ofher teares; yea, her griefes are ſo infinite , and her diſcon= 
tents ſo inſupportable (in that ſhe hath ſo deeply diſobeyed her Parents, and offen- 
ded God with her Fornication) asthe remembrance of theſe ſins and crimes of hers 
make her not dare to look up to Heaven for affiſtance 3 a thouſand times ſhe repents 
her ſclfe of her folly,and as often faith and diftaterh to her,thatſhe ſhould be as hap- 
as now ſhe ismiſerable, if ſhe againe were a childe, and not with childe, and that 
were againe as living in her Mothers belly, as now by this time ſhe findes her own 
poore unfortunate innocent babe is in hers. Sheas high as Heaven exclaimeth on 
briſſons ingratitude , and curſeth the name and memory of Fryer Syauplician as 
low as Hell, for thus betraying and ſeducing herto fin, which hath now brought her 
to miſery and diſconſolation z yea, her un cy is ſogreat, as ſhe cannot write 
for aſſiſtance from any where, or if ſhee could, ſhee knowes not from whom once to 
a_ , much leſſe ro receive it : butrather ſees her ſelfe reduced to ſuch extreme 
tion and miſery, that ſhe is every way far more capable to weepe or ſigh 
_— her ſorrowes to her ſelfe, then to ſpeak, or make them knowne to the 
world, . 

Whiles thus Mearieta is penfively and pittifully ecchoing forth her complaints to 
the bare wals of her poore Chamber , Pierot the Miller findes out his young Maſter 
2x«briſon, in the Orchard behind his Fathers houſe, according to hisappointment, 

| where 
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where betwixt this wretched and execrable couple the Reader muſt prepare to ſee 

2m conſult and conclide a moſt bloo ly and mournfull bufineſſe, which will both 
exact pitty, and command lamentation from the molt flinty and barbarous heart, yea 
ma word, from any living mortall man , whoſe prophane life and impiety hath not 
abſolutely made him a meere Devill. For 9zatbriſſon having thus ſatiated and ſur- 
fetted him(elfe in reaping his bealtly pleaſures of poore Marzete, and (as before) ex- 
changed his familiarity into malice, and his affeftion intoenvie towards her, knowing 
that ſhe will be a perpetuall eye-ſore to his Parents,and a continuall ſhame and ſcan- 
dall to himſelfe, as long as ſhe lives in this world, he therefore molt ingratefully and 
cruelly reſolves ſpeedily to ſend her into another ; and no conſideration whatſoever 
either of her youth or beauty, of her great belly, or of his quick childe within her, or 
of his own ſoule, can prevaile with him to the contrary : But the Devill is ſo ſtrong 
with him,that he 1s miſerably reſolute not to retire, but to advance ia this bloody bu- 
ſineſſe. To which effteR, he breaks with Pieret the Miller to attempt and finiſh it,and 
againe promiſcth him the Fee-ſiinple (or atleaſt a Leaſe of ſeven yeares) of his Mill, 
to finiſh it 5 which this bloody miſcreant (out of his hell1ſh covetouſneſle, and itching 
deſire to pleaſe his young Maſter) promiſeth toaccompliſh. They now conſult of the 
manner how to murther Marieta : The Miller attirmes 1t to be the ſureſt way (under 
fone pretext) to take her into the next Wood by night , and there to murther her, 
which 9atbriſſon contradifteth, becauſe (ſaith he) her dead body being found ſo 
neere his Fathers houſe, this her murther will refle& on him; and therefore to make 
fure work, he bids the Miller to ſtrangle her by night in her bed, and foto bury her in 
his outer yard, and there to clap a Wood-vine overher, whereon they both agree. 
When ſwearing perpetuall ſecrecy each to other, this execrable Miller here promi= 
ſeth 9uathriſſon to diſpatch her within three dayes at fartheſt. 

This bloody bargaine and compatt being thus concluded betweene them, Pierst 
the Miller returnes to his Mill, where poore Marieta (little ſuſpeRting or dreaming, 
what adiſmall (tratagem was plotted and reſolved againſt her lite) ſhe (finding com- 
fort from no where, and therfore ſeeking it every where) enquires of him if he came 
| from Monſieur de Caerſtainges houſe, and if his Sonne Monſieur 2uatbriſſox were depar- 

from Rexneras his Mill-boy had told her; who (here the better to lull her aſleep, 
thereby with more facility to finiſh his bloody defigne on her) tels her that he was 
gone thither, but that before his departure he had left ſecret word for him to uſe her 
courteouſlyin his abſence , the which he ſwore to her he would carefully performe z 
whereat Marietathanks him, but yet againe prying more narrowly into this Millers 
looksthan his ſpeeches, ſhe found that he now looked more ſullen and haggardly to 
her than accuſtomed , or elſe that either her conceit or his countenance and Phyliog- 
nomy deceived hertherein. But here (before I proceed further) let us remarke the 
ſtrange effeds, and events hereof;- For as dreames prove ſeldome true, becauſe they 
are as incertaine as their cauſes,which for the moſt part either proceed from the influ- 
ence of the heart, orelſe flow from the operations of the brain in their difterent pal(- 
fions of affeftion, Envie, Hope, Feare, Joy, Sorrow, or the like 3 So it pleaſed God 
that the very ſame night Mariets'dreamt, that Pierot the Miller killed her, and threw 
her dead body into the Pond; the which remembring the next morning, ſhe likewiſe 
remeinbred to acquaint him therewith , who (vile wretch and diflembling Hypo- 
crite) ſeemed to be in choller thereat, vowing and ſwearing to her with many oathes 
and deprecations, that ſhe was and ſhould be as fafe in his Mill, as if ſhe were either 
inthe Tower of Blyz, ofthe Caſtle of Blavet 5 which indeed are reputed to be two of 
the ſtrongeſt and moſt' important peeces of little Britayyz whereat poore Mariets 
again and again thankshim. But this notwithſtanding, I now here tremble to report, 
that the very. next infuin night (Marieta proving too true a Herauld and Prophe- 
teſſe, toiher owne immediate mournfull Tragedy ) as the night had given truczto 
her teates), and; ſlcepe-adminiſtred reſt to her eyes, as ſhe lay in her poore pale 
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bed, then this bloody villaine Perot the Miller wy ſecretly enters her Chamber,and 
ſoftly conveies a ſmall cord under her head, and faſtning it to her further bed poaſt 
(his ſtrength conſpiring with his malice) he then and there ſtrangles her dead giving 
her neither the power or time to cry , much leſle to ſpeak one word, and as ſoone as 
this Agent of Hell had bereaved her (andconſequently the fruit of her —_— of life, 
he within lefſe than an houre after (not to give thelye to her own dreame)c angeth 
his purpoſe in the manner of her buriall, and ſo (in her clothes as ſhe was) carries hex 
to his little Mill-boatin the Pond, where faſtning a great piece of an old broken Mill. 
{tone to her middle (or waſte) by a ſtrong new rope which he had purpoſely provi- 
ded, he there throwes her into the deepeſt place of his Pond, hoping, yea alluring 
himſelfe, that he ſhould never ſee nor heare more of her. 

The very next morning after the finiſhing ofthis deplorable fat, Prerot (the Mil- 
ler (not able to ſleep for joy) at the very break of day, diſpeeds himſelfe away with 
the newes hereof to his young Maſter @uatbriſſon, who heares and receives it with 
much content and joy , when (by his promiſe and oath againe aſſuring the Miller of 
his Mill) he the better to beare, and wipe offthe ſuſpicion which this Murther might 
refle& or caſt on him (if it ſhould ever hereafter come to be detected or diſcovered) 
rides away tothe Citic of Rexres, where the States Generall of that Province (which 
wein Exglandterme our Parliament) was then to aſſemble, where rejoycing that he 
had ſo happily diſpatched his clownith Strumpet Marieta,& Pierot the Millerat home 
likewiſe ſinging and triumphing at this his eaſe purehaſe of his Mill,they not ſo much 
as once look upto Heavenand God, or downe totheir own conſciences and ſoules, 
what this foule and deteſtable Murther of theirs deſerves. And not to gofar, by this 
time the Lord thinksit bigh time , to bring this their cruell Murther tolight , bya 
ſtrange (I way juſtly ſay by a miraculous accident, which at unawares and when they 
leaſt think thereof, will (amidſt their mirth and ſecurity) befall them. 

A moneth isnot full paſt over ſince this Murther of Marieta, but God (in his fa- 
cred mercy aud juſtice) is now reſolved tomake Monſiexr de Pont Chanſey (La Prati- 
eres ſecond Husband) to be the firſt meanes for the deteCtion hereof (and in that 
likewiſe afterwards. of the poyloning of Yalfortaine) who being one day at Y a2nes 
with three other Gentlemen, his frienas, he isdefirous to hunt a Duck with two of 
his owne Spaniels 3 And no Pond being ſo fit or neere asthat of Monſfenr de Caer- 

aignes,he makes choice thereof, but the Duck is no ſooner in the Pond and the Dogs 
after her, but theſe two poore harmelefle Curs fwimming eagerly for their Prey, as 
they cometothe place where Marieta's dead body was ſuack and tyed, :they inſtarir- 
1y forſake and abandonthe Duck, andthere pudling with their feet, -and ſnufflin 
-withtheir noſesinthe water,they moſt lamentably ſetup their tunes,and aloud houle 
and btrk eachat other, without departing or ſtirring thence, the which Poxt Chanſey 
and the other Gentlemen well obſerying , God inſtagtly inſpires their conceipts 
-with this apprehenſion, and their hearts with this jealouſte; that (peradventure) 
there was ſome body.cither accidentally or purpoſely drowned there, and that it now 
pleaſed his divine Majeſtieto make theſe two poore Dogs his Agents and Officersto 
diſcover it, whereupon they once reſolve to drawup the ſluce, and tolet ont all the 
water of the Pond, but firſt they reſolye to make another triall and experiment here- 
of, ſo for that time they take up their Duck, depart; and call ayay their Spaniels, but 
afterdinner they returne, and the Duck being againe put in, the Spaniels in the very 
ſame place do the like asin the morning, ſtill howling and barking moſtlamentably, 
the which indeed yeelds barſh & diſpleaſing mulick tothe trembling heart and guil- 
ty conſcience of this murderous Miller, but ſtill the Devill his Schoole-maſter makes 
himput a brazen face on his feare, Now this ſecond ation and demeanour of the 
"Spaniels, confirmesthe firſt jealoufie and apprehenſion of Pais Chanſey and his afloci- 
' ats, who (to vindicate this truth) are now reſolute in their former propoſition , and 
defire of letting out the water of the Pond , the which they-attempe to effect : But 
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chen this wretched Miller ſeeing himfelfe now ſo narrowly pur ro his trumps and ſhifts, | 
and therefore knowingric high timetopreverit them, at leaſt if he meant to provide for 
his owne ſafety and life ; hee with many humble and ſogred ſpeeches (not ſeeming any 
way totake notice of their apprehenſion) tells them, that he is a poore young ma 1; that 
ehisis hjs firſt yeare ofecting up bis Trade of a Miller for himſelfe, that ir beingnowv in 
the mid(t of a hotanddty Summer, his Pond will not receive in water againe for his Mill 
togae inawecke or twoafter, which willinfallibly begger him, and therefore (alttioſt 
with teares) he beſeecherh: them co defiſt from! their purpoſe, andnot to rurne'6tr the 
water of his Pond, yes hee ſpeakes ſo paſſionatly and pirtifally to them, ashis rea: 
ſonsprevatle wich the three ocher Gentlemen, bout with Pout Chanſey they cannor, but 
rather the more confirme his former [apprehenſion and beleefe, that ſure there was 
ſorheQne orother drowned, and withall God doth afreſh diſtill and infaſe into his img- 
ginations, thatrthis very Miller himſelfe might have ſome hand therein, norwithſtan- : 
dingalihis humble prayers and fmooth ſpeechesto the contrary : To which end Poet 
Chavſey the berrer to eff Gt his defire and reſolution, hee ( as a wiſe anddiſcreer Gentle- 
m4n) grants che Millerhis requeſt, when purpoſe!y ſending away his Servants, Duck and 
Dafs, he enquires of the Miller ifhee hav* any dice or cards in his Mill, who anſwereth 
himthat he hach cards;barno dice : So intorhe Mill they all fower goe, and play at Lans- 
knight far Caredeſcus, and the Miller (now raviſhed with Joy to ſee how his faire tongue 
hath kep: the water in his Pond) is wonderfull diligent co waite, and offti-ious to attend 
ther and their commands. =. 
. Bor they baviagplayedan houreyPoxt Chavſey now thinks it high time for him to effe&t 
his de6gae and reſolution, and then tells Perot rhe Miller, that he 1s very dry and chitſty, 
detnanding of himif there be any wine to ſelbneere his Mill, whorells chem there is none 
negrer then the Towne,” where hee.willingly profereth to goe and fetch ſome ſpeedily, 
which indeed is that very part and poigt whereat Fort Chauſcyonly aimed :* Sou hegives 
himmioney to fetchrwo grand pors of wine ; when chis inconfiderate and ſecure Miller 
(withourcicher feare or —_ ſeemes ratherro.flye then to run tothe Towne with Joy 
forje;thinking and affiiting that che ſtorme of his danger was now already'quire paſt and 
 blowne overs bur he isno ſooner our of ſight}, bur Pont Chaney preſently trhrowegupthe 
' Cards, and prayes the reſt of the Gentlemen to aſſiſt him in drawing up the [Jace and 
emptying che Pond, | for that his heart ſtill prompts him there is ſome one drow- 
ned therein, -whereunto they all give free conſene ; . ſo by that time the warer is halfe 
our; Loe ( with math admiration and pirtie) they behold a dead body floatingtherein, 
and yet faſtned with arope tothe botrome ot the pond, And prying more narrowly to 
d<ſcerne it, they (by the coars it wore) perceived itto be a woman, whom they cauſe to 
be taken up io the Mill-boar, but her fleſh is ſo riveld and withered with the water, and 
catetrand disfigured by the fiſh, as irwas impoſiible ro know what ſhe was, and ſhe ſtunk 
ſo-odionſly,asalmoſt none durſt approach her. Pont Chauſey (and his affociars) ſceing this 
wofall and lamencable ſpeacle,' andcomparing therewith the Millers earneſt refufall, 
notto.permit themro<mpty his pond-he here confirmes his former jealoufie, and now 
confidently faſpe&s him, either-ro be-the Auchor or Acorof this cruellmurthcr. 3 To 
which endihee and his affociars lay exact and curions waite for his rerarne with the wine; 
who comming therewith fromthe Towne merrily finging, end nor ſo much as once 
dreaming what had hapned at the Pond, hee afcending the rop of the Hill by the 
Whads fide, and efpying his Pond emptied, then the foulnefle of his tact and conſci- 
ence; and the eminence of his danger doth ſo terrifieand amaze him, that he {ers downe 
his pors of wine on the ground; and- (commitring his ſafery tothe celeriry and ſwift- 
of hisheeles) he with all poſſible ſpeed runsaway towards the centre ofthe Wood , 
the which' Pow Chavſey and the reſt- of the Gentlemen eſpying, they..needno other 
evidevcebur.chis his fighe,” to ptoclaime bimſelfe guiley ofchismurther, and ſo they 
ſpetdily ſend after him, , and wichin'one houre afcec he is found our,. yo _ 
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| ; wichltanding they ſhug him up cloſe in hig owne Mill, till irbe found 
aut wha this drowned murdered worpan 1s. ; Y 

The repc rt of this moyrafull accident «dily civulged in Fexzes, and bruted 
in the neighboar pariſhes, rhere area work of peaple, who from all parrs flock ro the 
pond, rabeſpeRagors of this dead woman ; and among the reft, won Mallet and his wife 
laws C boumet, no faoner underſignd hereob, but knowiog it to be a woman, and drowtied 
ig Mea/exr de Gorrfteinge pond, they excoedingly feare it is their Daughter Xcorvers, and 
to (ee the iſſue and euch hereof ſhe runs before, and he limps after as faft as he can, as if 
they ſkauld not come time enough to make themſelves miſerable, with the fight andob- 
je& of their miſery. Now they are ng ſooner arrived:to the pond, but they ſee allthe 
Peeple Rand aloofe from this murthered corps, becauſe of the ſtinch thereof ; butthey 
(hardned by their feare, andencouraged by their affeRion) doe willingly ruſh towards 
ic, har cannot as yet diſcerne what ſhe was, by reaſon the fiſhes had almoſt eaten away all 

 eſb from her bones, which therefore no way ſatisfying their curiofity and en 
they then fallro waſh away the mad and ozefrom her clothes, hapingtodraw ſome in- 
formation and light rom them, as glas they now inſtantly doe, for they find the Waſt- 
coat and two Petty-coars; that of ath calour ſerge, and theſe of greene andred bayes to 
be the very ſame which their Daughter Meoriets wore, when ſhe either fled, or was ſto- 
len fram them ; whereart croſſing their axrmes, and ſending their fighes to heavep, and 
their teares to earth , this poor affiited Father and Mother cry out that it was the dead 
body of cheir faire and unfortunate Daughter Mofiets, anddoubtiefle, ther either Moxſi- 
exy. 2a41hri//ou or Picrot the Miller, or both ofthern were: her Murtherers z whereatall 
the people 8dmire and wonder, every one ing theread as their ſeverall fancies 
+ and as they ſtood affeGed, or difaffeted ro Qrethrifſos., and the Mil- 


But Pogs Chanſes rides prefſecely to Yeuner ( leaving the other three Gentlemen 
his friends co.guard the Miller in his mill) and adverciſeth the Segeſhall, and the other 
wo. Jadgexofthia doplorable fact, fothey ſend for this Miller to. Favecr,and thenext day 
inlogbronghe defevo han, they examine and accuſe him for thus murthering of Ateri- 
cis, but” (having karat byanſwer and reſolution of the Devil ) hee with many birter 
oathes and curſes denies ir, depoſing and ſwearing that he never knew her nor ſaw her; 
bat this falſe anſwer and counterfeit coyne of his will no way paſſe currenc with his 
Judges, but they forchwith ordaine him to the Rack. Our wretched Miller Pierot is 
amazedandeerrified atche fight hereof, yea now his courage begins to. faike him, as fea- 
ring itt be.the trne Pralogne , and farall inger to hiadeath ; ſoheenduresthe 
ſipgle toxmentreabuablewell, but Reling the pinchesand tomtures of the fecond, and 
well knowing that his heart, Joyars, andpatiencecan never endure it, he then and there 
confeſſeeh to his Judges, that he was the only Author and a&os of this muriher, 8 thar he 
irangled hc r in his Mill, and then ſank hex in his becauſe ſhe would aoves conſtnr 
ox-yecld.to be his wife, buc ſpeakes nota word of Quethrifſen, og thar he had any way ſe- 
ducedortined him to commit it ; bac fed his exorbitane thoughts an@ erroneous hopes 
with the ayze of this vaine belgofe, That when ho was condemaed to dic' herein Feuer, 
= wed —  —— rar Pwumwwaary a hr _: 

w-kis young maſter was, 5 235 great 
andnoble friends, azhe hotneedito feare his. lifecBi ro theſe his weaks 
and poore hopes) rhe very: next morning when hegexpeded ro heare rhe ſonrence of 
death. pronounced againſthiam, his Judges ageigeiadjudge bing 101he rormones ofthe. 
Scarpines, to: know: ib Ave fox, or any other-were acceiſiep with him in 
this murther, when they: cquſo hisdefſt tor tobo burar fa ſoundly, as hoe wilt noven- 
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Fee Simple or Leaſe thereof toperforme it, that hee ir was who likewiſe tkrew her into 
the Pond, and that he alſo beleeyes ſhe was quick with child by his ſaid mafter. 

All Y azzes wonder and talke of Quetbrifſesr baſe ingratirade and cruelty, towards this 
filly and harmelefſe young countrey maiden Merje:s, yea this fouleand lamentable mut- 
ther, adminiſtreth likewiſe talke in all the adjoyning Townes and Pariſhes ; So this exe- 
crable miller Pleyot is by the Seneſhall condemned to be brokenalive on the Wheele, bue 
yet ( in regard of the neceſfirie of his confrontation) they deferre his extcation ill 
9watbriſſon be apprehended in Rewves, where the Seneſhall,and Kings Atturney Generall 
otYewzer, doe by poſt ſend away his accuſation to that famous Court of Parhament , 
where whiles hee is prauncing in the ſtreersof that Citie on his great Horſe, and rufliog 
in his ſcarlersand ſatcins, with three Lackies ( richly clad) art his heeles, the height of 
chis his pompe and bravery makes his ſhame the more apparant, and hiscrime the more 
foule and notorious; For then when he thought himſclte co be fartheſt from danger, loe 
the Juſtice and Providenceof God brings him neereſt toit ; for heisnow here by a band 
of Huyfiers (or Purſeyants) taken off from his horſe , apprehended and impriſoned 
bythe command of the Lieytenant Criminall of that great Court, who yer vainely 
repoſing on the fidelizy and ſecrecie'of Pjerot his Fathers Miller, hee ſeemes to beeno 
way diſmaid or daunted thereat , But when he heares his accuſation and inditement 
read, that Morieta's murthered body was found in the Pond, that Pierot the Miller was 
apprehended and impriloned for the ſame, and that hee had confeſſed him to bee the 
Author, and himſclfe the Actor of this her cruell murther, then I ay hee is ſoappalled 
anddaunted, and ſo farre from any hope of life, as he utterly deſpaires thereof, and pal- 
pably ſees the Image of death before his eyes : When ( withafew teares, and many 
fighes) hee here to his Judges confefſeth himſelfe robe the Author of chis foule fa&, and 
ſobegs pardon thereofof God ; forfrom theſe his grave and incorruptible Magiſtrates 
he isaffured and confident to findnone ; VWhereupon althongh foure of che Counſel- 
lors, and one of the Preſidents, were reſolved in regard of this his inhumane and baſe 
crime, to have him hanged, yer the reſtofthat wiſe and honourable Senate, knowing him 
to be Sonne and Heire toa very ancient Gentleman,nobly deſcended,they ore-ſway ard 
prevaile with the others, and ſo they adjudge him the very next day to haye his head cut 
off, alchough this his ſorrowfull aged Father Mozſcewr de Caerftainge,offered the one balfe 
of his lands to ſave hiz life, and likewiſe was a moſt importunate Suppliant to the Duke 
of Tremoville ( who then and there preceded at the Eſtares for the Nobility) to intercede 
| withchar Parliament for his reprivall, and with the King for his pardon, but in vatae ; 
For that noble Dak (conſidering the baſenefſe and enormity of this his inhuman fat)was 

too wiſe to attempt the one, and roo honourable and generous to ſee ke the other; So 
the very next morning 9»atbriſſos (apparelled in a ſure of blacke Sattir, trirnmed with 
Gold Lace) isbrought to che Scaffold ( at the common place of execution , which is 
ia the midſt of the Cirie) where a very great concourſe of people of all ſores, reſort and 
flock toſee him take his laſt farewell of this world, of whom rhe greateſt part and number, 

 lamentedandpitrtied, that ſo proper and noble aGentleman, ſhould firſt deſerve, and 
then receive ſg untimely a death : When after the Prieſts and Friers have here prepared 
anddireQted his ſoule, hee aſcending the Scaffold, with ſomewhat alow voice, and de- 
jeRed and forrowfall countenance, he delivered this ſhort ſpeech: .. 

Thar in regard he knowes, that ( now when hes totake his laſt leave of this life) co 
Charge his conſcience with the concealing of any capitall crime, is thedire& and true 
way to ſend his ſoule to hell in ſtead of heaven, hee will now therefore reveale, that 
heeis yet more execrable and bloudy, then his Judges thinke or know, or hisſpetatours 
imagine, for that he not only hired Perot his Fathers Miller tomurther Mariets, but al- 
ſo the Apothecary Mozce/ligr to poyſon his owne brother Yolfoetaine ; of both which 
foule and bloudy crimes of his, hee now freely confefſeth himſelfe guilty, and now 
from his hearr and ſoule ſorrowfully lamenteth ns repenteth them ; that his filthy = 
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and inordinate affeftion ro women was the firſt cauſe, & hisnegleR of prayer ro God the 
ſecond, which hath juſtly brought him to this ſhamefall endand confufion;$& therefore he 
beſetheth all whoare preſent to be ſeriouſly forewarned ofthe like by his wofull Fxam- 
ple and thar( in chriſtian charity )chey will now joynetheir devone prayers withhis:0 God 
for his ſoule: When onthe Scaffold praying a litele whiles filencly to himſelf kneeling, and 
then putting off his doubler, he commirs himſelfe cothe Exccationer 3. who ar one blow 
ſevered his head from his ſhoulders. Bar this puniſhment and death of Q»«tbriſ» ſuffi- 
c*rh not now to give full content and ſaritfaCtion to his Judges, who (by tis owne confeſ- 
fion) confidering his inhumane and deplorable poyſoning of hisown brother 7/fontaiee, 
they as ſoone as he is dead, and before he be cold, adjudge his body to be taken downe, 
and there burat to aſhes at the'foot of the Gibber, which accordingly is performed. 
Andhere our thoughts and curioſity muſt now returne poaſt from Reeves to Yewner, 
and trom wretched 9»stbriſſon tothe baſe and bloudy Miller Peres, whom God and his 
Jadges have now ordained {hall licewiſe ſmart for this his lamentsble murther on poore. 
and harmelefſe Marieta. Hee is brought to the Gal/owes in his old duſty mealy Suit of 
Canyas, where a Prieſt preparing him todye, bee (either out of impiery, or ignorance, 
or both) delivereth this idle ſpeech co the people, That becauſe Mariete was young and 
faire, hee is now heartily ſorry that hee had not married her, and thar ifhee had beene as 
wiſe as covetous,the two handred Crownes,or the Leaſe of his Mill, which his yonng ma- 
ſter Movnfievr 2eatbriſſ-wproferred him, might have made him winke ather diſhoneſty, 
and that alchough ſhe were not a true Maid co her ſelfe, yet thar ſhee might have proved 
atrucand honeſt wife to him, with many other frivolous words and lewd ſpeeches ren- 
ding that way z which I purpoſely omir, and reſolve to paſſe oyer in ſilence, as holding 
them unworthy eicher of my relarion, or the Readers knowledge : when not having the 
grace once to name God, to ſpeake of his ſoule, rodefire heaven, or to ſeemeto be any 
way repentant and ſorrowfaull tor this his bloudy offence, hee is ſtripped naked, having 
onely his ſhirt faſtned about his waſte, and wichan Iron bar hath bis legs, thighes, armes, 
and breſt, broken alive, and there his miſerable body is left naked and bloudy onthe 
Wheele, for che ſpace of two dayes, thereby toterrifie and deterre the bebolders from 
attempring the like wretched crime, And the Judges of Yeexes being certifyed from the 
Court of Parliament at Reeses,that 9uetbri//on ot his death charged the Apothecary AMon- 
calher ro have ( at his hiring and inſtigation) poyſoned his brother Yalfo #taive, they hold 
the Church tobe too holy a place for the body and buriall of fo prophane and bloudy a 
Vill-.ne: When after well neerea whole yeares time that hee was buried in Saint Fraxcis 
Church in that Towne, they cauſe his Coffin to be taken up, and both hisbody and ir co 
be burnt by the common Hang-man, and his Aſhes to bethrowne into the aire ; Which 
cothe Joy ofall che SpeRators is accordingly performed. 
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Vaſti firſt murthereth bis- Soune George, aud next pryſoncth his own wife Heſter, and being 
afterwards almoſt killed ty a mad Bulin the fields, bre revealeth theſe his two murthers, forthe 
which be 3s fir jt hanged,and then burnt. 


970 religions hearts, there can nothing be ſo diſtaſtefull as Sinne, 
WM. nor any Sinne ſo odious and execrable as Murther ; for it be- 
ing contrary to Nature ard Grace, the very thought, much 
$Z£#10f more the at thereof, ſrikes horrour to theip hearts and con- 
OY [off ſciences. Wherefore, ifthis fonle and bloudy Sinne bee fo 
$4 [off diſpleaſing to godly men, how infinitely moxe dereſtableis ir 
Nj then toGod himſelfe, who made all living creatures to ſerve 
8391 Man, and onely created Man purpoſely to ſerve Himſelfe ? 
7 © © 55 Ml Butas Choller and Malice proceed from the paſſions of men, ſo 
doth Murcher from the Devill ; for elſe wee ſhould not ſo ofcen and frequently ſeeic 
traced in moſt Countryes and Ciries ofthe World as we doe ; A mournfull Exam- 

ple whereofl here produce to your view and ſerious confideration. 


of 
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| He place of this Hiſtory, is Fribowrg(an antient city of 8wirzerle#d) which givesname 
\® toone ofthe Divifions( or Cantons)of that farmous and warlike country ; Wherein _ 
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diſcreet, and vertuous woman named Ho: b 
ledGleprah om Godl ſdnt tHe che lat 
and $rEXrie e ten yeutts fol 

Tytnpathized in mu- 


and loving f6tteach with 6ther, F4 
cuall and interchingtable h, they held and dnotfe of theft Neighbours 
ſorich incofiterit as cheniſclves ; for ſhe wis carefull ofher Family, 4nd hee very diligenc 
andindaſttious t& mairicatiie it ; both ofthety being chafts and continent in themſelves, 
very teligious towatds God, andexceeding charitable; aFable, and courrcons to all their 
Neighbours and Acquaintance, , onely they are fatemperate in their dri -king, as hee 
would nor, atid ſhte could notb# tainted wieh that beaſtly Vice of drunkennefle, where- 
unto that Country, and the greateſt part of that people, are but roo exceſlively addicted 
and ſubje@ : So that had Ygſi ſtill imbraced and followed thoſe Uercues in the courſe and 
conduction of his life, hee had not then defiled rhis Hiſtory with che profuſion of ſo ma- 
ff fans, mot beſptinckl&d it widtithe effuſidb of fo math ihngcent bleud, pot corite- 
quefichy hav adatfnilired f@ muttfforrowfo che Reader, If perifingdndknowingi: bf 
ds cOncary Carſes pfoduce coarrfiry Effefts, fo hfe (by this i polluting hicmſelfe 
with filthy and pernicious Company, it isn6 thrvell if he leave his temperancic to fol- 
low drankenneſfe, his chaſtiry ro commir forhiication andadulcery ; yea, it 1h no marvell 
I ſay, if theſe foule ſitines (a3 Bawdstorafe art revedge). extict ſuch powetin His hearr, 
and predominancie 1n his ſoule, as in the end todraw him to marther:for good men can- 
not receive a greater plague, nor rH6 devill affordor give thetn a worſe peſtilence, then 
bad company.lIt is the fatall Shelyes, and diſmall rocks, whereon a world of p:ople have, 
and doe daily ſuffer ſhipwrack ; yea, ir isthe griefe of a Kingdome and Countrey, the 
bane of our Age, and the corruption and poyſon of our Times + for it turnes thoſe who 
profefle and purfae ir, out of their eſtates and homes, which they are then inforced either 
to ſell, or ratherto give away touſurers and Cormorants,and conſequently which makes 
themſelyes, and their poore wives and childrenready ro ftarve and dye in our ſtreets, So 
this is now the cauſe of our Y9f, ard therefore it will be his happineſſe, ific provenot his 
miſery hereafter ; for afcerewelye yearcs time of a moſt peaceable cohabication, and 
Godly converſation betweene him and his vertgous wife Hefter, it is a thouſand griefes 
and pirties char ſhe moſt iow be forced tb ſee ſobrutiſh and beaſtly a Mizramorphoſis 
in her hasband 3 for he is to tort the tan which hee was, Hor the hiyband which ſhee 
formerly found him tobe. Hee loves neither his honſ tor his wife, but [tayes abroad 
every day with his whores, and then at night recurnes home to her ſtark drank, and in la- 
mentable ſort reviles and bears her, whereas heretofore he would rather have loſt his fc 
then have ſtruckenher, and whereas hererofore he affe&ted and foyed herfo dearely, as 
he thought he could not be kinde enough to her, now (in the extfavagancie of theſe his 
debo(hed hamours) he hates her 6 deadly +3 ht deemes and ſuppoſerh he cannot be ſuf- 
ficiently cracl to her, although her affe&tion be iſo fervent r6 him, and her care fo vi- 
gilant and reſpe&fall ofhim, asſhee gives him nothing but eicher ſweer words, rearcs, 
ſighes, lence, vr prayers ; yea, ſhe proves her ſelfe fo good a wdrhan to fo bad a man,ond 
ſo courreous and ferruonsa wife to ſounkinde and vitious a hutband, as to the eyes and 
jadgements of altheirkinfofkes and | rhe only na her praiſe and 
on rene mgm roo wand ery. © feaves no meanes un- 

yed, of ihvention hrand imatrempred, todivertatid came this fonle inunda- 
rjlon of his vice intorhe ſweet ſtrthinies of Verrue, and the pie riversof Godlinefſe: But 
Ahlas good woman, hercatefroves vittic, arid her affeQion and zeale irypoiſible herein, 
alchough her pale cheekes, mournfull eyes, briniſh teares, far ferche ſighes, religious pray- 
ers, endfipers prolrelioes, doe ſtill ſecond and accompany her indeavours in this her de- 
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mornings hte goes to her, and ro make bimiefe the more a difſembter ro his 
wife, and the tnore execrabte a rraytor to his ſonle, he fortifieth ardcoloureth our this 
his accuſtomed journey to his ſtfanipet with this falſe A ; that he goes roChrgin 
ro heare the Sermons of M'. 4brabam Tiffin, a vety famous and refigions her chere, 
when God and his ulcerated foute md conſcience know the contrary, aftd that rhis pre- 
rended exciſe of his is bat only a falſe cloak coovervaile his true Adultery, atd prophane 
Impiery : for he needed tot to haye formerly added whortort co his drankennefle, and 
now itigracieude, cratlry, and impiety to his VVhoydome, in regard rhe feaſtof thefe &. 
normouscfitnts and finnes affuredly have the power, and'will infattibly find rhe meanes 
ro make Him furorely as miſcrable, av now he fooliſhly ehinkes hinfelfe happy for cheſt 
his journepesro Cleranx 2r2 onely the Pilgrimage of his wancon Luft. $2hes is the Safnr 
of his voluptuous devorion, her horſe the Temple of his obſcene wiſhes, and Adaltety 
the oblarion and Sactifice of his laſcivious deſires, 

Wee candifficaltly avake our ſelves guilcy of a fonler fiqne bn earth, then toſtetne 
GnRified in our devotions rowards God, when we are prophme, or to indeayour ro #þ- 
peare fourit wichout, when we are rotten within in our filth & reſjgion;for as man js the 
beſt and nobleſt of atl Gods creatures, fo an hypocrire rowards God is the worſt of men, 
. yea or rather a devill and noman z for out hearts and a&ious, 2n1onr moſt retyred- 
thonghrs, and ſecret darling finnes, are as conſpicaon +nd tranſparant ro Gods eyes, as 
his decrees attd reſolutions are invifible toours, firh he ſees all things, and wee ſee no- 
thing when we doe ftior ſte him. Amiſerable hight ofimpiety, in making of onr ſelves 
fovliſbly Goners, and wilfully Hypocrites, and yeritis a tnore fatall and fe arcfull degree 
thereof, when we ſo d:lightin (inne andglory in hypocrifie, as to make Apologies for 
the ſame. 

But Yoſti not thinking either of Religion or God, frolicksit out with $4hyag his ſtrum- 
pet in Clerevx, whiles his owe vertuons wite Heſter weepes at home at Fribourg, and 
when he rerurnts thence, hee is ſtill ſo hard hearted and cruell to her, as he continually 
beats her. Now by this time George rheir Sonfe Is fixteene yeares of age, ofa mans cou- 
rageand ſtatore, and of a very pregnant wit ; ſothat as yoting as he is, hee hath beene 
long enough a forrowfall eye-witneffſe of his Farhers cruelty, in beating of his Mother; 
Hee hath formerly ſeene the lamenrable effects, and now hee falls on his knees to her,and 
(with teafes and prayers) beſeecherh her co acquainr him wich the trne cauſe therevf, - 
and froth whence it proceeds +; when his Vother (adding more confidence to his wiſe- 
dome then ro his yourh) from point to poinr fully relares it ro him, accordirgly as wee 
| haveformerly underſtood ; George burſt forth into forrowfull paſfions ar her reperition, 
and his krowiedge hereof, a3 not able co refraine From fighing to ſee her ſigh, nor from 
weeping to ſee her weepe , Hee as much grieves to be the Sonne of fo vicious a Fzther,as 
herejoyceth and glorieth to be that of ſo verraous a Mother, fo he makes her ſorrowes his, 
and here weds himſelfe to her quarrell ( with promiſe and oath)cither co right it with his 
Father, or to revenge it on $ahna, whom he knowesto be the origina!l cauſe of all theſe 
ſtormes andtempeſts, of all rhefe #MiRions 3nd miſeries which betall his morher, arid fa 
her himſſfe : He will no longer beachild, becauſe God and nature hath now made him 
2 man, the very next thme® he ſerv His Father Deac His Mother hefſteps to het aſſiſtance, 
and defends her from the ryrannle of His blowes, and then advancerh fo farre, as bee per- 
forines it wich an unwilling willing refiſtance of him, the which his Father rakes ex- 
ream(ly MI and cholerickly from him,gives him ſharp words, 8 menaceth him with birter 
blower. George his Son, firſt recornes him driefe rehearſa)] of che may and indignt- 
tics he ſtil offereth to his Mother, when proteſting of his obedience to him, he yet rel 
him, rhar he is willing to entertaine his words, butno longer capable to digeſt and re. 
celve his blowes.adding withall ( as a paſſionate Corollary )rhat ere long hee will viſit his 


Sely»8 in Clranx, mid nike Her feele a part oFher baſe cartiage, andil} defer- 
yy ode ee his Mother and himſelfe:Yg7#ismuch aftoniſhedat this anduciry and 
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boldnefſe of his Sonne, bur farre more ro heare him name and threaten So/ss, the very 

ught of which bis ſpeechesgrates him to his hearr, and grieveshim to his ſoule, ſo hee 
purs water in his wine, holds it for that timea vertue, to be no longer ſtormy bur calme, 
arld chen (chollerickly chreatning him with his finger) he departs to his chamber, leaving 
his wife and his Sonne conſulting inthe Parlour, how (with moſt affurance, and leaſt 
{candall) they may provide for their affaires. | 

he next morning, Feſ##his Father keepes his bed, and gives order, that neither his 

Wife or Sonne have admitrance to him, the which diſcourteſie othis, gives his Sonne a 
freſh and ftrong motive, to revive his laſt nights diſcontent againſt his Father, and his 
choiler againſt Sahws, when —_ his Mother the good morrow, and craving her blef 
ſing, he (purpoſely) frames an excuſe to leave her till ſheebe ready, and fo very private- 
ly takes horſe, and that morning aRs a buſinefſe, every way worthy of himſelfe, and in- 
deedfarre more worthy of laughter, then of our pitty. For it is not ſo much his malice to 
Salyns, as his affeftionto his Mother Heſter, which carries him and his reſolution to Cle- 
rawx ; where entring Sajy#6'5 houſe, he (with fire in his lookes and thunder in his ſpee- 
caryocatls her.whore and {tramper, chargeth her for abuſing his Father, and in him his 
Mother and himſelfe, His choller cannot retaine his patience,to heare her falſe anſwers & 
apologies to the contrary, but diſdaining as much rouſe his {word on a woman, as to foule 
iton aſtrumpet, hee takes his mans ſhore cudgell, and gives her at leaſt a dozen blowes 
on her back, armes and ſhoulders therewith, ſeriooſly vowing and ſwearing to her; That 
if ſhe forſake not his fathers company ,and uſe the meanes that henceforthhe doutterly a- 
bandon hers, he will ſhortly give her ſo bittera payment and requitall, as he will hardly 
leaye her either the will or power co thanke him for his courteſie, & ſoremounts his horſe, 
and preſently gallops home to his Mother, whom hee acquaints therewith, but yercon- 
ceales it from hi: Father, whereat ſhee ſeemes not tobe alittle joyfall, and yer heartily 
prayeth roGod, that this breed no bad blood in her husband, or preve either an incitati= 
onto hischoller againſt her ſelfe, or a propenfon of revenge againſt their Son, 

But this joy of Heſter and her Sonne George, proves the {ighes and teares of $9/yn9, who 
not accuſtomed toreceiveſuch ſharppayment, and uſage from any mans hands whoſoe- 
ver, it makes her extreame chollerick and vingictive, ſo that her ſtomack is ſo grear, and 
her heart ſo highly and imperiouſly lodged, Shar ſhewilinor ſuffer chis craell affront of- 
fered her by George Veſts, to goeunrequited ,, but yer ſhe will bee as adviſed and ſecrerin 
her revenge towards him, as hee was rafh and publick inhis towards her. To which end 
and purpoſe, ſeeing that Yoſti his Father came nor to her that day ( whereby ſhe judged 
he was wholly ignorant what had befallen her from his Son) ſhee that nighe writes him a 
ſhort Letter, and thenext morning ſends it home to Fribourg to him, by a confident meſ- 
ſenger of hers, who arriving there and finding him penſively walking in his Garden, hee 
reſpe&tfully delivezed it rohim, who breaking up the ſeales thereof, foundir ſpake thus, 


SALYNA toVASTI 


T all the inviolable love 88d tender affeition which it betwixct ws, I pray and conjure you tokave 
Bribun and come over to we with haſte and expedition to Cleraux, becavuie I have a great 
and important ſecret to reveale you, which equally concernes us, aud which 1 dare not to commit to 
pen and paper ; for that the relation and knowledge thereof needs wo other witneſſes but ovy ſelve. If 
you awy way neglelt this my adviſe, or deny, or deferve this ap ropef egrine be mine now,bus 
the prejudice and repentance yours hereafter. 1 write you theſe few lines with infinite «ſfiiGion and 
ſorrow, which nothing cas deface but your ſight, nor rexed) but your preſence, and when you come 10 
mee, prepare your heart and reſolntion, ts receive it from me, with farre more teares then kiſſer. 
| SALYNA. 
This letter of hers doth fo nettle 7483 with appreheafion and. feare, that his Son | 


hath offered her ſome violence and out-rage, az hee is almoſt as ſoone in Clrawe + 
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out ot Friboarg, where his Miſtreſſe $ahn4very paſſionatly and chollerickly informes him 


of his Sonnes cruelty cowards her, and (to adde the more efficacie to her: ſi peeches, che 
more power to her complaints, and che more ople tothe fire of his- angerand revenge) 
ſhe forgers not to paint:out.cohim( inalltheircoloars)che number of his Sonnes blowes, 
and che nature andquality of his threacs given her,, when watering her words with her 
reares, (he ſweares, chat if he ſpeedily doe not right and revenge theſe her wrongs upon 
his ſaid Sonne, ſhe willnever Kifſe, or ſee him more, Yſti takes theſe ſpeeches from $8 4- 
45 rongue, and placeth them in his owne heart ; yeahe hereat isſo chollerickly intended 
rowards his Sonne, and ſo ſortiſhly affe&ed to her, asconſulting with rage, but not with 
reaſon, and with Satan, not wich God, hee (to exhale her teares, and forogive conſolati- 
on to her ſorrowes) tels her;-That he loves herſo tenderly and conſtantly, as hee will nor 
faile to kill his Sonne for this incivill and inhumane fact of histowards her, $alyea is a> 
mazed and aſtoniſhed at this his unnaturall reſolution to his Sanne, the which (as vicious 
as ſhe is) ſhe abhors and condemnes in him as ſ@one as uaderſtands,So ſhe tells him plain- 
ly, that albeir ſhe have given him her heart and body, yet that ſbee is not ſoexempr of 
grace, or ſo-wretchedly inſtrufted in Piety, as to take away her ſoule from God, and 
therefore that alchongh ſheebe guilty of Adultery, yet ſhee will never be of Murther ; 
ſo in religious rermes ( worthy of an honeſter woman then. her ſelfe) ſhee powerfully 
ſeekes codifiwade him from this bloody and unnarurall attempr, as well co prevene their 
fatare wrongs and feares, asto ſecure their dangers and reputations, and ſo prayes him to 
ſceke our ſome other remedy and requitall rowardshis Sonne , the which he promiſech 
her, and ſeales it with ſome oathes and many kiſles, ſtayes and dines with her,and imme- 
diarly takes horſe and rides homewards. His Son Geoyge finding his Father ridden forth, 
and being aſcerrained that he was gone to Chrayx, to his ſtrampet $g/yns, where ſhee 
ſhould acquaiat him at fall with his bearing of her, hee fearing his choller, holds ic more 
difcretionthen diſobedience in him, totake his ſword with him for his defence ; when 
chooſing a good horſe our of the ſtable, he deemes it more ſecure and lefle dangerous to 
meethis Father halfeway, betwixr C/ergyx and Fribexrg, and therein the open Field to 
expect and attend what he had to ſayto him. Yf3ſeeing his Sonne George a far off come 
riding towards him, with his ſword by his fide, hee mach maryelleth thereat, when well 
knowing his courage and yalour, and that (as young as he was) hee had lately ar Shin 
acquirted himſelfe of aduell to his honour and reputation, hee therefore reſolves to make 
it a tongue and not a ſword quarrell with him, and fo they meet ; George doing his duty to 
his Father with his hat ofa nd his Father ſpeaking not angerly but mildly to him ; Their 
meddow conference which they then and there had betwixt them was thus. 

F#. What reaſon hadſt thoufo cruelly to beat poore $Salyns ? 

Ss. A rhouſand times more then you have to beat my Mother Heſter, 

Fs. Teilme why: \\ ' | 

So. The reaſon 15 juſt and pertinent, - becauſe that is your laſcivions whore, andeliis 
your chaſte and vertuous wife. | | 

Fe. Whathaſt thou goceen by this thy raſh choller in beating her ? | 

- 80, Notby farre formnch a8yotheye loſt by'ygur ſottiſh laſt in kiſkng her, 

-Fu, Trischy;Mothers jealonſe which hath ſawne and ſcattered theſe untruthsin thy 
belicfe. $4.88 "21 3 3N153 fri | 
--80: I pray:excuſe mes, for4hey are palpable and agparanc truks, and ſuch as it is whol- 
ether for your  policie.to, root thence, 

' Fs. Since when becameſtthon ſ@ fawcie and pecemptory 2. 
80. From thatvery time L oſt andexſtood you were become (o yicious, 
fs. I have a mad Sonne inthee, by ohiow 3iforind s ont; l 
-280/Tt wereagreathapp! rmy/Mother and my. ſelfe, if you proveda tamer 
 Hazbarid roſhesarid an honthter Fatherto me... 1 _ 
Fs, Ifchowfoliow choſe coutles, tahavechy Mather betterchen my ſelfe, LyowI will 
wholly difinheric thee. 80. 
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So, If you follow theſe courſes, to loye St berrer then my Mother, Throdr 
you will hortly confine ell your eftere, end difinherle your ſelfe ard er,. I ſweare 


- Fa. This word Strampetis very rife in thy month. 

$0. I wiſh to God that the thing were not ſo frequent in your hearr. 

Fs, Wilethou be friends with Sah#s, and reconcile thy ry to her ? 

$0. Y*s, when I fee you become an enemy to her, and a friend to my Mother, and 
your ſelfe, but not before. 

Fa, Why, Charity isthe erve marke of a Chriſtian, 

$0. ButlI affare you, ſoisnot Adultery and Cruelty. 

Fs. Shall I make peace betwixt thee and Salyns ? | 

So. No, butI would make ic the joy of my heart, and the glory of my life, if I might 
be ſo happy to knit and confirmea good peace betwixt your ſelfe and my Mother. 

Fo. Wilt thouattemprir, if I requeſtthee ? 

$0, Lwill, if you pleaſe tocommand me. 

Fo, I pray thee George doe. 

So My beſt indeavours ſhall herein wait on your defres, and dutifally follow your 
commands. | 

Fe. Batbe carefall to make my reconciliation with thy Mother eternal. 

$0. It can neyer ſubſiſt, nor proſper, if you henceforthreſolye ro make ir temporary, 
becauſe affeftion and amity which once receivesend, hadneyer beginning. 

Fg. Here I vow conſtantly a reformation of my life from all other women, and a per- 
petuall renovation of my affefion to my Wife thy Mother. | 

So. Godand his Angels blefſe this your converſion, and confirme this reſolution in 


you. f 

Fs. And God blefle thee my Sonne, for wiſhing and defiring ir. 

$0. Ithanke you Sir, bat humbly pray you likewiſe to forgive and forget this my 
boldnefſe to you in my Mothers behalfe. 

Fs, George, here in preſence of God I cheerefully and freely doe it from my hearr. 

80. Amen, Amew, Sir. 2 

This meddow conference thus ended betweene them, they ride home cowards Frj- 
bowrg, and by the way Yaftiwilleth and prayeth his Sonne, to finiſh this peace betweene 
him and his mother that very nighe, and to diſpoſe her fo effeftually thereunto, as thar 
they may make a merry fupper of ir, andall former differences betweene them, to bee 
then and there ended, a ever trampledunder foor, the which George his Sonne ro 
the beſt of his poſſible power cheerefally and j y promiſeth him ;, So home they 
come ; Yefti walkes in his Garden,and George finds out his Motherin her owne Chamber, 
being newly riſen from her prayers; wherein ſhe was ſozealous and religious as ſhe ſpent 
the greateſt part of her time. Here George informes his Mother Hefferat full, what confe- 
rence had now paſt int fieldsberwixthim and his Father : And (ina word) hee 
here a&s his part andduty fo well and diſcreetly, as he leaves no artnor perſwaſions un- 
attempted to draw her to this atronement with his Father. When ſhe at firſt conſidering 
the nature and quality of her husbands unkind and cruel uſage to her, ſhe foundan oppo- 
ficion hereofin her mind &areſiſtance in her will;8&careluQancy in hernature and judge- 
ment ; But at laft giving now her former diſcontent to charity, her paſſions as rom no 
forrowes to ſilence, herreſolations to religion, her roaffettion, her roob- 
liriow, end ber gricfe rmeo God, he (ater blake contleaion, n, and a ſhort expoſtulatt- 
on hereof berweene them) with a cheeretull conntenance rthankes her Sonne for his care | 

ended her haband in home wendor depd) i hr Ser rs per ——_ 

juſtly offe! nd int wordor as willing of peace and reconct- 
Ark wrt rm. as he can poſſibly defireor wiſh; -y Fontrjuns. wares Sonne 8s 
mn panon eg ords, would then have gone downe with him to her husband, there 
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diverted her ftremit ; For beiagexceeding carefull co pre ſerve his Mothers righit and re- 
putation, be prayes her a6 ſtay, alleadging thac be would preſently fetch and condutt his 
Father to her Chamber co hes, as bolding iemore requifireand juſt, that the dt linquenr, 
ſhould firſt fee and feekeghe parcy wronged, before rhe party ſecke the delinque ne 
whereat.the cannat refrainefrom failing, and then bids him goe : So George deſcends ro 
the Garden, and acquaines his+ather with his Mothers free diſpoſition,and cheerefull re- 
ſolution toa perperyuall peace with bim, whereathe feemes infinitly glad and joytull,and 
foaſcends her Chamber, and having ſatuted her, rells her, that he is very ſorrowfull 8nd 
repentant for his former ill carriage and unkindnefſe cowards her, whereof he prayes her 
pardon.and conſtantly vowes reformation ſorhis his vercnous and kind wiſe Heſter free- 
ly forgets and forgives Yofti her husband, and then hee gives her many kiſſes in requirall, 
and bids his ſonoe George to provide good cheere for Supper ; and the better to ſcale and 
ſolegznize this their reconciliation and atonement, hee bids him to invire ſome of ckeir 
Kinsfolkes and Neighbours to-bee prefent thereat, who were formerly acquainted 
wich their debates and differences ; where no good cheere and choyce wine is wanting ; 
So they are wonderfull frolick, pleaſant, and merry, all rc5oyce at this good newes, and 
bighly-appl:ud their Sonne George, for his diſcreer cafriage and care in the managing of 
this buſinefle. Thus all things ſeeme to be fully reconciled, and here Yafti drinkes many 
times to bis wife Meffer, 2nd (hee againe to her husband with much affeQion and joy : 
When ſupper being ended, their gueſts departed, and their Sonne George having recei- 
ved both of their bleſſings, they berake themſelves to their Chamber and bed. 

Now ( in all hnmane ſenſe and reaſon) who would once conceive orthinok, that afcer 
this Meadow copference of Yofti to his Son George, but that this his now Tablereconcili- 
' ation with his wife Heſter were true, and pronounced with much integriry from himſelfe, 
with deepe affeQion to her, and infinite zeale and devorionto God ; but Ahlasnoching 
lefle, for here I am inforcedto relate,thar /i che ſame night had not layen in bed by his 
wife five or ſix honres, but ſhe ( good woman) (leeping in her innocency, he (as a devill 
incarnate) wes waking in his malice and revenge, and langhing in his fleeve ro ſee how 
cunningly and ſubtilly hee hethlulled aſleep the courage of his Sonne, . with a Meadow 
conference, andthe jealouſie of his Wife witha Sapper, and afew ſweer words and kif- 
ſes ; When here againethe Devill blowing the coles cohis luſt, and marſhalling up his 
former obſcene defires and reſolutions, onely his body isin bed with his wife Heſter, here 
io Fribovrg, but his affeftion and heart is ſtill inthe boſome of his ſtrumper Salyna in Cle- 
ranx ; yea the devill I ſay, is now both fo bufie and ſo ftrong with him, that (as a heltih 
counſellour , and prodigious pen- man) hee writes downe this definitive ſentence in his 
thoughts, and fatal} reſolutionin his heart, That 84/ywshe will love, and his wife Her 
© he cannor, and chat ſhortly hee will give ſo ſharparevenge to his Son George, for his dif- 
obedience towards him, and for beating of his Se{y:za, as ſhe ſha}l have no further cauſe 
ro feare his cruelty, nor himſelfe hiscourag?; and becauſe he prefers her love to his own 
life ( as being dangerouſly inrangled and captivated in the ſnares of her youth and beau- 
ty) hee likewiſe reſolves to write and ſend her a Letter the very next morning. 

Nowjudge Chriſtian Reader, is noe this like to prove a ſweer reformation and recon- 

ciliation of 7afti to his wife and Sonne, fich theſe are the ſpakes which Giffaſe 2nd flie 
out from the fire of his luſt, and the farall lines which ifſue forth from the Centre of his 
dloudy hearc, and finfull fonle , forin che morningbefore his wife isvur'ofher bed, he is 
ſtirring, and writes this Letrer to Sa{znes, which hee ſends her bya truſty meſſenger. 
ww” VasTito SALYNA. | | 

Aw plotting of s buſezeſſe, which will infinitely import both ouy coments + ſs if thou wilt reſolve 
tp brooks my abſence, with as ranch patience, as Idoe thine with ſorrow, 1/hall finiſh it the ſcover, 
by the ſooner ſee thee. I have wet with an. Accident, whith Ithovught war wholly ims- 
dofſuMe for weeto ences with ; and though at Soft it brought me fe re ond offiiHton, yet at length I mas 
iefwred tebaterpuſe diſcretion, infleedvf-cournge, theichy to drow'[eeurity out of policie, which Z 
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Conld not hote for out of reliance ; for | muſt inforwe thee of this trwth that if my Zeohe and Fi- 
on 10 rar - 9 b co power awd conſideration then that of mine ownehrfe, I Ns 
with more f1cility «nd willing nes rather have h:z.ordedit for thy ſake, then hevt reſerved it ſor mine 
owne. But the miſts ofthoſe dowtts are #ow diſſipated, aud the elawds of theſe fearts blowne away . ox 
if not, I will ſhortly take that order that 4how ſhalt bave wo cauſe to ftare the owe,or 110 doubs the ot! er, 
IW bes 1ſhatl be 'o happy 10 ſee thee Thnow not, but if Fortune prove propitions tomy deſires and 'wiſher, 
my reiurne ſhall be «Fed with ar much celerity, ar tis eagerly longed for of me with 4ſſcFion and 
Pofficn. | | 


VAST. 


Sal;narcceivesthis letter of Yeſt# with equall feare and joy ; for as ſhe was gl4d to heare 
of him ard hisnewes, ſo ſhe was ſorrowful!, as tearing that for her ſake heſhould imbark 
bimſ.1fe ia ſome bloudy baſinefſe,, which might proove ruinovs tothem both : Arid al- 
chovgh her apprehenſion doe farre exceed herknowledge herein, yer her ſaſpicion will 
give her n0 truce, neither can her jealouſte adminiſter any peace eitherto her heart or 
mind, before (he be reſolved by Yaf#i of-the doubrtull and cifferent eroth hereof, She is ſo 
propbane and laſc vious, as ſhe can content her ſelfe ro make him guilty of Fornication ; 
Hut yer Religion hath left, ſome ſparkes ard impreſſions of Piety in her, that ſhe would 
(till have him innocent of Revenge and Murther : to which effeR, by his own meſſenger 
(he returnes him this anſwer. 193, 
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Ecanſe you deeme mee unworthy to kuow your Deſigner, therefore Thave aſſumed the boldneſſeto 
feare them,” in which regard and conſideration, find it n0t ſtrange that Twew intreat jou to in. 
grave in your h:art. and imprint in your eiemery, that Maliceis moſt commonly ſquint- ey'd, and Re- 
©enge ſtill blind : therefore if you will not ruine our affetions and fortunes, take beed that you imbruz 
#0t your heart or hand in innocent blond : for Myrther it a crying and 48 carlet fis, which God may 
forgive and make white by his Mercie, but will not by bis Iuſtice ; whereof this my Letter of Advice to 
you ſhall be a witneſſe betwixt God, your ſelfe, and me : and therefore, er you love mee, hazard not your 
life for my ſake., but preſerve it for your owne.” Ar it is is your will to make your ſtay from mee ar long 
or (hort as you pleaſe, ſoit ſh.;ll beim my pleaſure to judge thereof , andiherely likewiſe of your -ffeJi- 
on (0 me.. I wiſh Tcoxld be more yours then T am, and your ſel/e a1 often in my fight and company, at 
I deſire God projper youin your ſtay, aud me iny0ur abſence. - 
| " SALYNA. 


- Paſtibaving thus ſertledhisaffe&ion and affaires wich 8 alyng, he ſees with priefe that ic 
is now a!moſt impoliible for him to fee-her in Cleranx, becauſe of the vigilant and warch- 
fall eye of his Son George, over himſelfe ar d his ations here in Fribourg ; wherefore not- 
withſtanding her wholeſome and religious adviceto him to beware ot bload, yer his luſt- 
fall afeRionto her doth fo outbrave 8nd conquer his naturall love to him, that to ſatisfie 
his inordinatcancupiſcence, end to give content to his obſcene and beaſtly defires, hee 
voweshe will Chortly'ſend bim ro heaven in a bland y Coffin, Now the ſooner and ber- 
rer for him toconipaſſe and fiviſh rhis his deplorable ſtratagem, and unnatural] reſo!uri- 
onagainſthis forme, his connſellour the devill adviſeth himrhart he muſt for a ſhort rime 
niake wonderfull faire weather with bim, and gildover all his ſpeeches and actions to his 
wife Heſter, withrtuch reſpe& and courtefie ; - rhe which Yoft3 doth ſpeegily parin pra- 
Rice : So for amoneth or fix weekes rime, hee ſees nor Shes, bor all things (10 the eye 
of the world)*\goe- in great peace,. affeQion, . and -rranquillity berwixe. Father, 
Mother, and- Sonne, Bar this falſe Sunſhine will: be too foone o'reraken with - 
diftndll forme! and tempeſt |; \for:. what | religions 'or Chr'ſtizn ew foeyer Y-ftd 
oqrtpiaſipinabey ara thatm yet although hee bave God in his rongue, he neverthel-fe 
internally-cetricache Devillabour himin his hearr; ſo againe and againe he definicively 
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yowes and {wears to himſelfe, that his Son George ſhall notlive but die. Thus being re« 
ſolute in his bloody purpoſe, he likewiſe —— to adde policy to his malice againſt 
him , as thinking and hoping thereby , with more facility todraw him to the lure and L 
ſnare which (in his diabolicall invention) he hath ordained for his deſtruCtion, he fils \ 
his head with the fumes and honour of military aCtions, inflames his courage withthe 
enerofity and di cy lng a Souldier, whereunto as alſo to travell into other Countries, 
Fe knew that this his Son of himſelfe was already ambitiouſly inclined and affetted.At 
other times he repreſenteth to him, to how many dammages & dangers Idleneſle is ex- 
poſed and ſubject, and whata noble part and ornament it is in young men to learne 
Vertuesabroad,thereby to be the more capable to know how to practiſe them at home, 
and with what renowne and glory their Anceſtours have ado "nas beaten and ruined 
the Dukes of Burgandie, their profeſſed enemies, and now made themſelves and their 
Countrey famous to the greateſt Princes and Potentates of Exrepe , eſpecially to the 
Kings of France and Spaine, who theſe many years, and now likewiſe at preſent God.he) 
do equally court our affeCtions and ſervice, though not with the ſame orlike integrity. 
And theſe, and ſuch treacherous LeCtures, doth Yaft; (till reade unto his Son George, as 
often as he cals him into his company and preſence, untill at the laſt the fame and name 
of a ſouldier, and the honour of travell , have fo ſurpriſed his youthfull affeCtion, and 
ſeizd on his ambitious reſolutions, that at laſt he beſeecheth his Father to ſend him 
abroad, in ſome martiall ſervice, or generous imployment. But the Father being as 
cunning as his Son is raſh and inconſiderate, ſuffereth himſelfe of purpoſe to be earneſt- 
ly and frequently importuned by him to that efteQ ; the which he doth : When at laſt 
his Father promiſeth to ſend him to Rowe, to his Uncle Andrew Vaſti, who (he ſaith) 18 
 achiefe Captaine of one of the Companies of this preſent Pope Urbaz VIIL. his Guard; 
who was an old man, very rich, and without wife, childe, or Fs wan with him. George 
thanks his Father for thishis courteſie and honour, and importuneth him againe and 
ineto haſten this his departure and journey to Rowe to his Uncle,the which he then 
| promiſeth him : but yet the greateſt difficulty hereof is, how he may obtaine his 
Wifes conſent to this journey of her Sonz whoat firſt oppoſeth it very ſtrongly and paſ- 
fionately, as knowing her Son to be her only childe, her right arme, a great part of her 
ſelfe, the delight and joy of herlife, and the prop and ſtay of her age. But the Father 
leaves his Son to draw and obtain his Mothers conſent, as politickl Boa and fore- 
ſceing, that the leſle himſelfe, and the more his Sonne 8 Aram, her, the ſooner ſhe 
would grant it; the which indeed fell out as he expetted. Only whereas the Son reque- 
ſted to {tay foure years abroad, his Father gave him but three, and his Mother would 
grant him but two,whereunto at laſt both Father and Son were inforced to condefcend; 
and now this cruell-hearted Father provides his courteous natur'd Sonne George a new 
Sute ofapparell, a Horſe, and Money, and reſolves to accompany and bring him as far 
as Twrix 1n his journey; which courteſic of his,his Wife and Son take moſt lovingly and 
thankfully. The morne of George his departure comes, and becauſe his Mother the pre- 
cedent night dreamt that her Son ſhould die in this journey, ſhe was now exceeding 
forrowfull to let himgo and depart from her; but being againe fortified and rectified 
by the advice of her Huſband, and likewiſe vanquiſhed by the importunate requeſts 
and prayers of her Son, ſhe bedewes his cheeks with her teares, gives him much good 
counſell, ſome gold,and her bleſſing ; and ſothey take leave each of other,God putting 
apprehenſion into her heart, and the Devill aſſurance into her Huſbands reſolutions 
that ſhe ſhould never ſee her Son againe : And indeed 1 write with griefe, that we ſhall 
e very little farther in this Hiſtory, before we ſee her dreame verified, and her 
apprehenſion confirmed. The manner thus : | 
; For YVaſti (being privately as reſolute in;his malice and revenge to his Son, as this his 
$0n-is innocent in not deſerving it of his Father) is ſo far from bringing himto Twrin,as 
he will not bring him as tar as Geneva, but a mile before he comes to Lo/arna (where | e 
telsghis Son he would lye that night) the nightapproaching,and in a long narrow Lane, 
- Where he ſaw that no earthly eye could ſez him (being wholly deprived ofthe _—_ 
"% : ; Un an 


—OC— — 


wide fields,he (to provide for his ſafety)rides [wiftly to'Morger, andthere very ſecretly 
huſheth himſelfe up,pretending to bee ficke,and eight dayes being expired(which was 
the prefixed time and day,he gave his wife for his returne)hee by a contrary Rode waz 
of Rolleand Saint Clande,arrives home to Fribourg to her,” brings her word of the health, 
of her ſonne,and of the remembrance of his duty to her, and that heleft him well in T«- 
7in expetting the benefit of good com ae toy up'to Rome 5 whereat, harmeleſle 
loving Mother, ſhe weepes for joy,an yet rejoyceth in weeping- | 
And now for ſome ten dayes after his returne from afting this wofull and deplorable 
tragedy on his ſonne, hee keepes a good correſpundencie and decorum with his wife 
Heſter 5 but at the end thereof (ſolely forgetting his heart and ſoule, his Get and his 
conſcience,his promiſes and oathes, and his attonement and reconciliation(hee againe 
falls into the dangerous relapſe ofhis former old Vice; Whoredome and Drunkenneſlc; 
and yet counſelled by a better Angell then his owne, hee forbeares to beate- her,” as 
well ſeeing, and now knowing, that thereby nothing redounded: tohim, but ſcandal! 
and ſcorne trom all his neighbours, Friends,' and Kinsfolkes. But now his luſt is a- 
gaine ſo great, and his Jefires ſo fervently laſcivious towards Sala, that in Rtaying 
lefle then eight weekes,he thinkes hee hath ſtayed more then ſeaven yeares' from her; 
when pretending another journey to his Wife, hee rides over tOCleruix to her: 'Salyne 
gives him many kiſſes for his welcome, and a« many more for xcHatiig to her} thathee 
hath ſert away his ſonne George to Rome, and to refide and livethere :' forftheebei 
his Fathers ſtrumpet, her guilty and finnefull conſcience/made her ſtand in extteame 
feare of hims but yet amidſt her kifles and pleaſures with him, ( remembring-theite- 
nour and contents of his laſt Letter to her, and her anſwer thereof to him) herthoughrs 
are ſomething touched with doubt, and her minde affaulted and perplexed with feare, 
that the Father had played no faire play with his Sonne, but that in'regard of hisinve- 
terate malice to him for beating her, he might have” fent him to heaven, and-fiot to 
Rome. To Which purpole,ſhe Rakes and ſound, him every way, buthe isasoitiſtant to 
deny it, as ſhe curious to inquire afterit. So ſhee belie that hee had affumed no 
bloudy thoughts againſt his Sonne, ſhe is nat yet hoy d of grace, or; exethþt of 
ooodnefle, but ſhe gives him this religious caveat for'a Memento, which ſhe dehvers 
to him accentively and paſſionately, That if ſhe knewhe had' made away his/Sonne 
by any untimely end, orunnaturall accident,' or that he were any way acceſlaryeo auy 
prodigious diſaſter which had befalne him,” ſhe vowd toGod,' and ſwore tohim,; that 
ſhe would fpit in his face,difdaine his company, and rejeCthis afteftion and himſclte for 
ever;for that ſhe wasmoſtafſured and confident that God(in his due tine) wolildpoure 
downe vengeance and confuſion'6n thoſe whom the Devill had ſeduced and drawne 
toimbrue their hearts and handsin innocent bloud.Put 7 aft; is paſt grace,and thetefore 
ſightly pafleth over theſe vertnous ſpeeches of his vitious wo ae with'a denyall and a 
kiſſez and then they fall to their mirth and familiarity, and hee ſtayes there aſl-rhat 
day, and lies with her the whole night following; but {till $452 (reſembling her ſelfs 
and her profecſſion)is very fingrative of his gold,and he as ottiſhly ng in giving 
it toher,as ſhe is covetous tocrave and deſireit of him: fo ( after heha aro, him- 
{clte with his beaſtly pleaſures of $ahyna Y' hee the next day rides home to-his wife, 
who knowing where, and withwhom hee had beene, -and conſidering it to beethe 
firſt time of his new errour, and his firſt relapſe intohis old one, fincethew nannies 
on,ſhe ſaycs nothing to him todiſcontent him3but yet thinks and feares the | 
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retiring herſclfe into hex Garden (after many bitter ſighesand teares for theſe herim- 
merited croftes and calamities)ihethere grieves and repents herſelfe for p=rmitting her 
ſonne George to goe toRome,and a thouſand thouſand times wiſheth his returne to affiſt 
and comfort her. but. hex teares herein prove as vaine,as her wiſhes are impoſlible to be 
effected, although at preſent very needfull and neceſlary for her, 

For now Faſtiherhusband. ( to make her forrowes the more infinite, her hopes ths 
more deſperate,and her afflictions.the more remedileſſe ) fals againe to his old prattice 
of beating her, notwithſtanding all hislate oathes and new promiſes to contraryzbut 
hee the more ef; pecially, playes the:Tyrant with herin this finde, whenhe comes home 
to her from his cups and,whores;for ſhe knowes with griefe, that he retaines and enter- 
taines more then Salina, onely ſhe is too ſure that $alywa hath his purſe, his company, his 
affeftion,and his heartat her command,farre more then her ſelfe; ſhe ſendes her ſighes 
to heaven,and her prayers to God, that (out of the profundity of his mercy and good- 
neſſe)he would be pleaſed, either twamend her husband or toend her ſelfe;for griefes, 
ſorrowes,and afliictions are ſo heaped on her,and (like the waves of the Sea)fall ſo Faſt 
one upon thenecke of the other to her,that ſhe is weary of her Jife,and of herſclfe.When 
on a time after he had cruelly beaten her, torne off her head attire, given her a blacke 
eye and ſwolne face, and diſheveled and diſp1rpled her haire about hereares and ſhoul- 
ders ( making God her ProteQtor,and her Chamberher Sanctuary, exempting her ſer- 
vants who came to aflij{t and comfort her, and faſt bolting her doore)ſhe to herſelfe ve- * 
ry penſively and mournefully breathes forth theſe ſpeeches, 

O poore Heſter,what ſenſible griefe is it tothy heart, to thinke, and matchleſſe tor- 
mentsto thy minde,to ſee and remember,that:whiles thou art true to thy husband Yaſtz, 
he proves both ingratefull and falſe to thee, and that hee continually makes it his de- 
light and glory to hatethee who art his deare wife, purpoſely to beſtow his time and his 
= org yea tocalt away his eſtate and himfelfe, on lis lewd young [trumpet $alyna: 
O were hee more happy and leſle guilty in that laſcivious and beaſt] y crime, Iſhould 
then be le(ſe miſerable, and more _— andioyfull in the remembrance theteof. O 
how wretched is his eſtate and condition ! and therefore how miſerable is thine; in that 
hee wilfully forſakes Godand his Church to follow adultery and drunkenneſle, and a- 
bandoneth all picty and prayer,to ſhipwracke himſelfe,and (which is worſe ) his ſoule, 
upon all carnal] pleaſures & voluptuous ſenſualities;The w® grievingto ſee,and almoſt 
drowning my ſelfe night and day in my tearesto underſtand, I have none but God to 
afſiſt me in theſe my bitter afflictions and miſeries,and under God, none, but my bope- 
full Sonne George,left tocomfurt mee in theſe'my unparalleld calamities and diſconſo- 
lations. Therefore, O God,if everthou heardeſt the prayers, or beheldeſt the tearesof a 
poore miſerable diſtrefled woman, becauſe I can neither now ſee,nor futurely hope for 
any reformation, in the life and attions of my debauched and vicious Husband, bee(I 
beſeech thee) ſo indulgent and gracious to me,thy moſt unworthy Hand-maid;that &i- 
ther ſhortly thou returne me my ſaid Sonne from Rowme.or (i peedily take me to thy ſelfe 
in heavenzBut yet O my bleſſed Saviour and Redeemer,not my,but thy will be done in 

_ allthings. | 2 

tering thus (privately to herſelfe) vented her ſorrowes, but not as yet found the 
meanes.cither how to remedy or4ppeaſe them; becauſe her husband is no Changeling, 
. but is ſtill reſolutein this ingratefullunkindeneſſe and cruelty towards her, ſheisnow 
reſolved(though with infinite griefe 2nd reluCtation)to acquaint thePreacher of the pa- 
riſh,and ſome two of her husbands deereſt & neereſtkinsfolks to ſpeak with him againe 
and to acquaint them with his pernitious relapſe into all his old vices of drunkenneſle, 
whoredome,6 fighting,and to deſire them.to uſe all their poſſible power todivert him 
from it, wherin her ceſolution hath this iuſtexcuſe, that if they cannot work it,none but 
God can;Butall their care,atteftjon & zeale cannot prevaile with him';For he with the 
filthy dog returnes to his vomit, and with the hrutiſh ſwine againe to wallow in the durt 
and welter inthe mire of his former vices and voluptuouſneſlſe: - For now her husband 
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Vaſti is oftner at Cler,wx with his $a/yna, then at home at Fribourg with his wife, who 
(as formerly we have underſtood ) ſtill makes him pay deare for his pleaſyres, and as a 
ſubtle rooking ſtrumper,emptieth his purſe of his gold, as faſt as hee toolifhly filleth it, 
he being not contented to waſte his body,to N—_ his reputation, to caſt away his 
time, but alſo to caſt away hiseſtate,and himſelfeon her ; the'which his vertuous wife 
cannot but obſerye with ſorrow, and remember with griefe and vexation, but ſhee ſces 
it impoſlible for her how to redreſle it : For ſhee isnot capable to diſſemble her diſcor- 
tent to him ſopgivately, as hee publikely makes knowne his cruelty to her, wherefore 
her thoughts ſuggeſt her,and her judgement prompts her,to prove another experiment 
and tryall on him. To which end ſhe tels him, that if hee will not henceforth aban- 
don beating of her, forſake his old vices, and become a new man, and a reformed hus- 
band,that then all delayes ſet apart, ſhee will ſpeedily(by ſome one of herneareſt kins- 
folkes)ſcnd poalt to Koxve to his brother Captaine Andrew Yaſti, that her Sonne Georg: 
returne home to her to Freboxrg,the which ſhe is more then confident, upon the receipt 
of her firſt Letter,he will ſpeedily and ioyfully performe. 

Her husband Usſt is extremely galled with this ſpeech, and netled with this reſolu- 
tion of his wife Heſter, becauſe (wretched villaine as he 15)hee(but too welNknowes hee 
hath already ſent his Sonne to heaven ina bloudy winding ſheet, and therefore both 
feares and knowes,that by this his wifes ſending poaſt to Rowe, his deplorable and dam- 
ned fat will infallibly burſt forth and come to light,the which therefore to prevent, he 
( as bad and cruell hearted as the Devill himſelfe ) is execrably reſolved to heape 0fz 
upon Pelion, to adde bloudto bloud, and murther to murther z and ſo now to poylon 
the Mother his wife,as he had —_ piſtolled his and her only Sonne to death.O Heſter, 
it had beene a fingular happineſle tor thee, that thou hadſt not thus threatned thy hus- 
band Uaſti, to ſend to Rowe for thy ſonne George,but that thou hadſt either bin dumbe 
whenthou ſpeakeſt it, or hedeafe when hee heard itz for hereby thinking to preſerve, 
thou haſtextreamely indangered thy ſelfe, and hoping to make thy Sonne thy refuge 
and champion,l feare with griefe, and grieve with feare, that thou haſt made thy ſelfe 
the ruine of thy ſelfe. 

For Yaſti is {o ſtrong with the Devill, and ſo weake with God, in this his bloody de- 
ſigne,to murther his wife-Heſter,as neither grace or Nature,Religion or God, the feare 
of his bodies tortures in this life, or of his ſoules torments in that to come are able to di- 
vert him from it, he having no other reaſon for this his damnable rage, nor no other 
cauſe for this his ipfernall and helliſh cruelty, but this triviall and yet pittifull poore 
one,that his wife Heſter is an eye- ſore to him, becauſe his 8alyna is ſo to her. A wretched 
excuſe,and execrable Apologie, and nolefle execrable and wretched is hee that makes 
it- So he (turning his backe to God,and his face and heart to the Devill)provides him- 
ſelfe of trong poylon, and cunningly infuſing it into a muske Mellon, which he knew 
ſbe loved welland reſolved to cate that ear at dinner;ſhe greedily eating a great partof 
1t,before night dies thereof. When very ſubtlely he gives out to his ſervants and neigh- 

hae Mhes the dyed of a {urfet,in then and there eating too much ofthe muske Mellon; 
and ſoall of them confidently beleeve and report. | 

[Thus we have ſcene with ſorrow, and pnderſtood with griefe, that this execrable 
wretch Yoſt; hath played the part of a Devill,in poyſoning his vertuous and harmeleſle 
wife +: apharny now we ſball likewiſe ſee himplay the part of an Hypocrite to conceale 
It, as if 1t lay in his powerto blind-fold the eyes of God, as well, or as ealily, as to hood- 

winck thoſ of men fromthe.fight and knowledg therof.He ſeemes wonderfull ſorrow- 
full for his wifes death,digheshimſelte and his ſervants all in Elacke, provides a great 
dinger,and performes hep funerall with ——— ſolemnity. But notwithſtanding 
God lookes on.him with his eye of Juſtice, for both theſe his cruell and inbumane bar- 


barous murthers of his-{opne and wife, and therefore now (in his Providence) reſolves 
to puniſh him ſharpely and ſeverely for the ſame; As matke the ſequell, and it wilt tn- 
{[tantly informe us how. f | 


Our 
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.' Qur debauched and bloudy Yaftizimmediately upon his wifes death and buriall,doth 
without intermiſſion haunt the houſe and company of his laſcivious {trumpet $alynu 
at'Cl-raux+.a8if the injoying of her ſight, preſence, and ſelfe, were his chiefelt delight, 
and moſt ſoveraigne earthly felicity. He ſpends a great part of his eſtate onher,and'to 
ſatisfie her covetous and his luſtfull defires, he is at laſt enforced tomorgageand fell a- 
way all his Lands. For aslong as he had mony,ſhe was his,but when that failed him,cthen 
ſhe . ( as a right ſtrumpet,aCted a trae part of her ſelfe) failed in her accuſtomed kind- 
nefſe and familiarity towards him, and: caſts hjm off. | es 

+ The judgements of God,and the decrees of Heaveryare as ſecret as facred,and as tni- 
raculous as juſt, which wee ſhall ſee will now by degrees be apparently made goodand 
verified in this monſter of men,and Devill of Fathers and Husbands,7aſtz.For his man=- 
fon houſezand all his utenſills and moveables in Fribourg, are conſumed with a ſudden 
fire, ; proczeding froma flaſh of lightning from heaven; as alſo all his granges of corne, 
and ſtackes of hay, and yet thoſe of all his neighbours round about him are untouched 
and ſaf&Hiscorne alſo which growes in the field brings forthlittle or no increaſe, his 
vines wither and die away, all his horſes are'ftolne from him, and moſt of his cattell, 
ſheepe and goats,dic of a vew and ſtrange diſeaſe 3 For ding (asit were mad)they wil- 
fully and outragiouſly run theinſelves todeath one againſt the other 3 heeis amazedat 
all theſe has(tunexpefted)wonderful loflesand crofles,and. yet this vile miſcreant and in- 


burnane'miurtherer;hath his conſcience ſtill {ſeared up, his heart and ſoule lo ſtupi- 


fied and obdurated by the Devill,thathe hathneither the will, power,or grace to looke 
up'to heaven or God;and ſo toſee and acknowledge, from whom and for what all theſe 
afflictians and calamities betall high : He growes into great poverty, and againe toraiſe 
him and:hisfortunes,hee now knowesno other art or meanes left him then to marry his 
ſirampet-Shina, to whom he hath given great ſtore of Gold,and on whom ( as we have 
formerly-heard)he hath ſpent the greateſt part,of his lapds and eſtate. Hee ſeekes her in 
warriage,! thut (heating af his great loſles, and ſeeing of-his extreme poverty)ſhee will 
nit deropate fram hericlfe, but very ingratefu}ly denies and diſdaines him, and will 
not bencefarth permit, himto enter.into. ber houſe, . much le(le to ſee or ſpeake with 


him: hecjs wonderfull. binen and: galled-with: this her,unkind repylſe, 'and then is 
; driver todtich extrearpe-wantsand neceflity./ as he is inforced to ſell and pawne away, 


all choſe all trifles and things which are left him, thereby to give-himſelfe a very 
re maintenance. So( asa wretched Vagabond whom God h1d juſtly abandoned 
ecndtmity of hisdehits and-crimes,) he ndw roames and ſtragleth up and downe 
the ſtreets af Feibourg,amd'the country pariſhes and houſes thereabouts, without meat, 
mony,or triends,and whichis infinitely worſe then all, without God. But all theſe;hisca- 
lamities and diſaſters, are but the Harbingersand Fore-runners of greater, miſcrics an 
uniſhments, which are yow RON ___ condignely ptepared to ſurprize and befall 
fm 3 whereof the Chriſtian Reader is religiouſly prayed totake deepe notice, and full 
obſervation; becauſe the glory of God, and the Triumphs of his Revenge,in theſe his 


'Judgemenits, doe moſt divinely appeare,and ſhine forth to the whole world therein. 


Vaſti ona time returning from Cleraxx towards Fribourg ( where he had beene to beg 
ſome mony of meate of $alyna, either whereof ſhe was ſo hard hearted to deny him)the 
Providence and pleaſure of God ſo ordained it, That in the very ſame Meadow and 
place,and neere the ſame time and houre, which formerly he, and his Sonne George had 
their conference there(being very faint and wearyJhe lay himſelfe downe tofleep there 
at the foot of a wilde Cheſnut-tree 3 yea, he there ſlept ſo ſoundly,the Sunne being ve- 
| ex. xn could not heare the great noyſe,and out-cry which many people there a 

off made in the meadow, for the taking of a furious mad Bull ; T his Bull I ſay, no 
doubt but being ſent from God, ran direQtly to our (leeping and ſnoring 4/tz, tot him - 
twice upin the ayre on his hornes, tore his noſe, and ſo wonderfully mangled his face, 
that all whocame to his aſſiſtance held him deadzbut at laſt they knowing him to be 74» 


fiofFribewrg.,and finding him faintly to pantand breath for life againſt death,they take 


Uu3z off 
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oft his clothes and apparell, and thena pparantly diſcover and ſee, that this mad Bul with 
his hotrnes hath made twolittle holes in his belly, whereof at one of them a'ſtnall piece 
of hisgut hangs our, they carry him to the next cottage, and laying him downe ſpeech- 
teſle, they and himſelfe belecve, he cannot hve halte an houreto an end, and as yet hee 
ſtill remaines ſpeechleſſe 5 but atlaſt breathing a little more,and well remembring him- 
ſe}fe, and ſeeing this his diſaſterous accident, it pleaſed the Lord (in the infiniteneſle of 
his goodnefle Je open the eyes of his faith, to mallifie the flintineſle of his heart, to te- 
forme the deformity of his conſcience; / and to purge- and cleanſe the pollution of his 
foule z for now he layes hold of Chriſt Iefus and his promiſes, forſskes the Devill and 
his treacheries,and God now ſo ordaineth and dif of him, that for want of othex 
witnell-s (ſeeing himſclte on the brinke and in the 1awes of death ) he now becommeth 
a witneſle againſt himſelfe,and confeſleth before all the whole company, That he it was 
neefe Loſunna,who murthered his owne Sonne George with a Piſtoll,and who fince 
loned his owne wife Heſter 'with” a muske Mellon, for which two foule and inhumage 
Facts of his,he ſaid, he from his heart and ſoule begged pardon and remiffion of God. 
Here upan this his confeſkon, ſome ofche oP ride away-to F ribourg, and ac- 
quaint the Criminall Ofticers of 1uſticethereofz who ſpeedily ſend two Chirurgions 16 
drefle his wounds, and foure Sergeants to bring Yaſtthither alive, if poflibly they can. 
They ſearch his wounds,and ROY finde them Era they believe he may 
hvethree or foure dayes longer.So they-bring nb reed. a Cart, and there hee 
likewiſe confefleth to the Magiſtrates his two afi id bloudy and cruel Murthers, 
drawne thereunto as he ſaith, by the treacherous allurementsand temptations of the 
Devill : So the ſame day, they for ſatisfaQfon of theſe his unnaturall crimes, doe coti« 
demne him to be hanged , and then his body to be'burnt toaſbes; which'is accor- 
dingly executed in Fribourg, jn the preſence of a great concourſe 'of people, who came 
to ſee him take hislaſt farwell of the world; but they thinking and expetting that hee 
would have made ſome religious ſpeech at his death, heetherein' deceived their hop 
and deſires: for he onely prayed to himſelfe p—_ and then repeating the Lords 


rayer,and the Creed, anc arm mpogi ns. rx ouleto God, ind his body 29 Chriſtians 
na 


unall, without once mentioning or: his ſonne George ,' ' his wife Heſtey,. or his 
{trumpet $ahn4; he ( lifting up his eyesto heaven)was turned over3 and although (be- 
ing a tall and corpulent man) hethere brake the ropeand fell, yet he was found ſtarke 


dead on the ground. my 


And thus was the wretched life, and deſeryed death of thisbloudy Monſter of Na- 
ture Yaſt;.May we therefore reade this his Hiſtory to Gods glory, and to our owne re 
formation. | [221 Ain = xÞotn. 24M 
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RIGHT HONOVRABLE 
SIR TAMES STANLEY KNIGHT OF 
the!Bath, Lords buys Sonneand Heire apparant 


to Wilhkam Earle of Derby, one of the moſt ancicntKnights 
of the illuſtrious Order of the Garter. 


2M He firſt time that F had the honour to ſee and 
Ce lol ko your Lordſbip was in France, when you 
Rl then began your travels, accompanied with your 
Jl Noble and Generous Jounger brother Sir 
CAE. X- Robert Stanley, ( likewiſe Knight of the 
IE Bath)whonow liverwith God: And (if my fancy 
deceive nos my Judgement ) it is equally worthy both of my thoughes, 
and of your Lordfhips memory, to ſee bow propitious God hath ſince 
proved to your content, and remaines to your felicity, in ſo highly re- 
compenſing this your lofſe of a Noble Brother,vith the rich gift of 
a Vertuous Wife, your Right Flluſtrious I_ady, who © deſcen- 
ded from no meaner bouſe than the famous Dukes of Tremoville 
by ber \Father,and the Vittorious Princes of Orenge by her. Mo- 
ther.and who being tranſplanted from France, and ( in the Sacred 
Bunds of Marriag*) here matched and incorporated to your Lord- 


(hip 


' 
o 


— — _— 


um 


The Epiſtle Ledicatory. The 
ſhip,hath(by the Mercy and Providenceof God)in a few yeares 
brought gou many {peer (live roy: and Branclies to perpetu- 
ate ql ancient :NamE, and Honograble Family of the 
Stanfeyes: #6 en OS 2 S) 
And what are all theſe benefith 


Ind what efith\ f Nature, and. bleſcings of 
(Grace, which.Gedbarb lo opportanely ſent, and graciouſly given you, 
in and bF them, bilt juch, and ſo ſublime and tranſcendent, that they 
are firong proofes of bis Mercy and Goodneſle towards you, and 
1 doubt not but(in a pious reſolution) your Lordſhip reciprocally makes 
them the cauſe of 0ur eternall gratitade and thankfulneſſe to bis a- 
oil Maieſty: for the ſame. _ - - : 
tend indecd who can poſiibly have,or conceive a different thoupht, 
tharabſerves bow gour Lerdſhip condufts all your ations by Reabin 
and not by Paſsion : That as.30u efteeme Vertue, to be the chie.- 
feſt cartbly Honour, ſo.you likewiſe value Piety and Godlineſſe 
to be the beſt and moſt Soveraigne V ertues. T hat 30u are cdnfident,, 
that in Hearts and Soules whichare well and fairely endowed, 
Honour and Honeſty ſhould ftill bee T'nins,or inſeparable (fom- 
panions and [narviduals,becauſe the former without the latter ,us but 
ai fire of (raw td the Sunne-ſhine, and to ſhut up this point, that your 
Honour gives the chiefeſt funflions and faculties of 30ur Soule to 
God, andthe ſecond to the proſperity aad ſervice of. your Prince 
and Cov ntrey, that being the true marke of a Religious Chriſtian, 
and this of an excellent Subiet,and Honourable Patriot. 
" AndthisCmy good Lord)was the Originallcauſe,andtheſe are the 
prevailing Matives aud Reaſons, why F trench ſo farre upon yonr 
; oy Greatneſſe and Goodnefle, in proffering up this my 
Sixth and laft Booke of Gods Revenge againſt Murther, © 
your \A\{oble Protection and Pat ronage ; not that your T_ord- 
ſhip is the laft in my AﬀecCtion and Leale,' much leſſe in my Re- 
Peonove Obſervance : But that F could give no ſatisfaflion to 
my fel »beforef had prefixed your Illuſtrious Name, to this my 
unpolyſb?d Worke,and before F bad given apublike teflimony to the 
whole orld in generall,, and moreeſpecially to our.little world En- 
| gland 
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gland inparticular, what place and power your Honourable Birth 
and V ertues have deſervedly taken up in my heart, and worthily 
purchaſed.in my moſt reſerved and mtire affettion. 

The Hiſtories which this Booke relates, are memirable and 
mourneſull, and to give your Honour my opinion of them, they are as 
lamentable for the bloud) fats, as memorable for the ſharpe, yet juſt 
puniſhments infatted for the ſame;wherein Gods ſacred \uſtice and 
Revenge(mth equall Truth and Glory ) triumphed ore their 
wretched Perpetrators.I have caſt them in a low Region of languape, 
and therefore if they come ſhort of your Lordſhips accurateFudgement, 
myPrefumption in this myDedication to y0u,bath no otber bope 
of excuſe or pardon,then to ſtie to your Loraſhips innate Cioodaelle, 
and to' appeale to your known and approved Grenerofitie and Can- 
dor, as making it your Honourable Ambition to cheriſh Vertue 
in all men,and ro defend it againit unjuſt ſcandali, and malitious de- 
tratlion. 

Proceed my Lord as you have fairely and fortunately beganne, in 
the happy exerciſe and progreſſe of Piety, Vertue and Honour ; 
and as the hopes are now ours,ſo maythe happy fruits and effetts ther- 
of.infallibly flill prove your Lordſhips bereafter, untill u bave per- 
fetted and compleated you to bee a moſt Illuſtrious Patterne of 
Goodneſletn this world, and a glorious Saint in that tocome, the 
which none ſhall pray to God for with more true Leale, nor deſire 
ith more unfaigned AﬀeCtion,then 


Your Honours humblcſt 


dceyoted Seryant, 
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THE GROV NDS AND 


CONTENIS OF THESE HISTORIES 


HisT. XXVLI. 


Imperia for the love ſhee beares to young Morolini, ſeduceth and canſeth him ( with his two 
conſorts, Aſtonicus and Donatv) to ſtifle to death her old husband Palmerius in his bed ; 
Moroſini zisfortunately letting fall his gloves in Palmerius his chamber that night which 
he did it 3 They are found by Richardo the Nephew of Palmerius, who knowes then to bee 
Moroſinies,and doth thereupon accuſe him and his Aunt Imperia,for the Murther of his V n= 
kle, So they together with their acceſſaries Aſtonicas and Donato,are all foure of the x ap- 
prehended and hanged for the ſame. 


His T. XXVII. 


Father Juſtinian « Prieft, 4x4 Adrian as Inze keeper, peyſos De Laurier, who was lodged is bis 
houſe, end then bury him is his Orchard , where a moneth after a Wolfe digs bimn up, and dewoures 
a great part of bis body , which Father Jaſtinian and Adrian underſtanding, they flye upon the 
ſame, but ere afterward: bothof 1h:m apprehended and hanged forts. 
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H1IisT., X XVIII 
Hippolito ewrthereth Garcia is the fireet by night, for the which he 3s hanged. Dominica aad ber 
Chember-maide Deniſa poyſoveth her Husband Roderigo; Deniſa sfterwards ſtrangleth ber 
owns new borne Bebe, and throwe1 it into a Pond, for the which ſheis hanged ; o# the Ladder ſhe 
confeſſed that ſbe was acceſſary, with her Lady Dominica i» be poyſoning of her Hurband Ro- 
derigo z for tbewhich Dominica is opprebended, and likewiſe haoged. 


HisT. XXIX. 


$anQifiore («pon promiſe of warriage) gets Urfinawithchilde, and thes efterwerds very ingrate- 

end treacheroufly rejeGeth her, and marries Bertranna : Urſina being ſer;ible of this her 

diſgrace diſguiſeth her ſelfe is « Friers habit , and with acoſe of Piftol; kils SanQifiore ar he bs 
walking is the field, for the which ſhe ir hanged. 


H1sT. XXX. | 
De Mora treach:rouſly Rl: Palura is s Duellwithtwo Piſtols : His Lady Bellinda with the 


alde of her Gentlemas Kher Ferallo , pcyſoneth her Hu:band De Mora , and efterward: ſbee 
merrieth and evurthereth ber ſeid Hurbaud Ferallo is bis bed ; ſo ſhtir burat alive for this her 
left murther, #vd her ofber throwne into the aire for the firlt. 
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THE CRYING AND 


Execrable Sinne of Murther. 


—J____@O=W 


HisTrory X XVI. 


Imperia for the love ſhee beares to young Morofini, ſeduceth and canſeth him ( with his two 

conſorts, A ſtonicus ayd Donato) to ſtifle to death her old huchand Palmerius in his bed 3 

| Moroſini »isfor tunately lettink fall his gloves in Palmerius bis chamber that night which 

he did it 5 They are found by Richardo the Ne hew of Palmerius, who knowes them to bee 

Morofinies,and doth thereupon accuſe him and his Aunt Imperia,for the Murther of his V n= 

Ho they together with their acceſſaries Aſtonicus and Donato,are all foure of them: ap= 
ended and hanged [for the ſame. = 


oſe Intemperate and laſcivious affe&tions which ſavour 
more of Earth than Heaven, areſtill attended on with 
ſhame and repentance, and many mes followed by miſcrie 
and confuſion: For God being our Maker by Creation,and 
our Saviour by Redemption ; conſequently ſhould bee of 
ourloves' 'and affeftions, and the: true and ſole object, in 
whom onely they ſhould begin and terminate: For Nature 
muſt bee 'ahandmaide, not a Miſtrefle to Grace, becauſe 
God ( in his Divine decree and'creation of man ) hath 
| {IS made our bodies mortall, but our ſoules immortall. And 

the like Antitheſis which there is betweene Luſt and-Charity , the'fame there is be- 
tween finnefull adultery and ſandtified marrjage-But where our youthfull affeQions be- 
ginne in whoredome, and end in murther, ygs can bee there expected for an nr 8 
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but ruine and deſolation. Crimes no lefle th.'2n theſe doth this inſuing Hiſtory re- 
port andrelate : A Hiſtory Iconfefle, fo deploryble for the perſons, their fatts and 
puniſhment-, that I had lietle pleafure to petite it, andleffe joy topublilh it 5 © bur 
that thetruth and mane thereof gave, a contrary Law to -my ref6hitions,” in giving 
ita place among the reſt of my Hiſtories 3 That the #ght and knowledge of o- 
thers harmes, may the more carefully and coniciokably reach us to avoid and prevent 


our OWNne. 
F. 


He free Eſtates and Common-weales of 7{aly, more ally de E 
Seigniory of Venice (which for wealth and power gives placeto noother 
of Chriſtendome)holds it no degree of diſparagement;but rat 

y and hortGurabte verrue imthe1yNobles and Gent 

acultic and ptofeſſion of Merchants, the whiett they G 
itt Tttrkie, hd all other parts of thelevant Seas; with as ntuck profi rygo the ad- 
miration of the whole world , and the enyy of their private and publike enemies : of 
which number of Venetian Gentlemen, Seighiot Angels Moroſini1s one, a young man, 
of ſome twenty and foure yearesofage,;defeended of a Noble name and family,and(if 
reports bee trie)from whence ours here il E-gland derives their Originalt : Hee is tall 
and ſlender of ſtature, ofa lovely. ſanguine cofhplexion, a bright Cheſtniit-cotoured 
haire,butas yet adorned witha ſmall{þparitj6hGf a beard : He isaGtive of body,of a 
{weete carriage,and nimble wit,and a moſt pleaſing and gracefullſpeechzand hee is not 
ſo young ; but he hath already made two leverall voyages to Conſtantinople and Alexan- 
dria in both which hee reſided ſome five or ix yeares, and through his wiſdome and 
induſtry wonne ſome wealth, but more reputation and fame, in ſo much as his deport- 
ments and hopes,to the eye and judgment of the world;promiſeth him a fortune equal, 
if not exceeding his bloud and extraction. Holding it therefore rather a ſhame than 2 
glory as yet to marry,or which is a thouſand times worſe,to paſſe his time vainly and la- 
ſcivioully at home'among the Ladyesand courtifans of Venice, upon whome (by the 
way of 4 premonition and-precaution-.) hee faw {o many deboſhed young Gallants to 
caft away their eſtates and themſclves;hee aſſumes his former ambition to travell , and 
fo undertakes a thirtl yoyage-tp Conſtantinople: He embarkes-himlelfe upan'a good (hip 
named the Little Saint Marke of Verice,and 1n company of Seignior Aſtonichus , and $2- 
renior Philippe Donato, likewiſe two Foun Gentlemen, Metchants of Venice, of pon 

plea 


and intimate acquaintance(with a ant gale and mercy wind , they ſer ſailefFom 

Malanoca,the Port of that City;and fo direCt and ſhape away their courle for the lands 

of Corfu and zart, where they are toſtop , and takein ſome commodities , and from 

therice thorow the — by Capzdy and Cyprus, to the port of the Great 8cignior. 
1 


Bur a5 ten propoſe;ant} fpoſeth of all terreſtriall aQtzoris 3nd accidents? fo the 

are nts 6 2 by a ſtorme; and «> oem windes put Foo & Harbour and City of 
Ajitohia, a rich ; populotisand ſtrong City which belongs tothe oper whichis the 
Capitall of that Province of the Marcos Anconitonafrom whende it allies and takes its 
denomination , and wherein there are well neare three tho nd lewes ill reſident , 
Who paya great yearly Revenue'tb his Holineſfe |. The wind being as yet contraty for 


6ut three Venetian Gallants, and they knowing that our Lally of Laretto ( the gieats 
eft md rio{tfatnous Pilgrithage of the chriſtian world) was but fifteene ſmall mYes off 
the Countrey, whereas yet tliey had neverencher of them beehe”, they in meere de- 

_ Votion ride thither, theirſhip dow being faſt gnchored and mored in the-Peere of 4»- 
c6kt,which ſtands on the Chniſtian ſide, upon yhe Adriatiqne Sea , Valgarly tearmed 
£92 $7 wÞ (Fph GO 16 o00e BHI ys En. 


the gulfe of Venice. 
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And here it isneither my purpoſe or deſire to write much,either of the ( pretended) 
pietie of this holy chappzll of Loretto, which the Romaniſtsſay was the very Chamber 
wherein the Virgin Miry brought up her Sonne,our Saviour Ieſus Chriſtz or of her Pj- 
Fare which they hkewiſe alleadge was drawne by the hand and pencill of the Apoſtle 
S1int Luke,and both the one and the other , as they affirme miraculouſly brought over 
the Seas from Pale;$:ne by Ang=lls,and firſt placed by them on the hils ofRecagnati(three 
little milesthence ) and long lince by the ſaid Angels tranſlated and placed here in this 

; ſinall rowne of Lorcrio.But as for my ſelfe, this legend 15 too weakto paſſe current with 
my faith. much leſle toeſteeme itasan article of my Creed. Onely this I will confeſſe 
and ſay. That as it was devotion,not Curioktie which carried our Moroſeni,Aſtoricus and 
Donarothither. : ſo it was my curiofitie,not my Devotion which made mee to take the 
fight thereof in my Travells. Where in the rich and ſumptuous Quire of a ſtately Ca» 
thedrall Church,I ſaw this little old Brick Chamber(now tearmed the Holy Chappel) 
verie richly adorned with great vyarietie of maſlie Gold and Silver Lampes,and this Pi- 
ure of the bleſſed Virgin 1na ſhrine of Silver, moſt richly decked with Chaines and 
Robes, imbrotdered with Gold and ſilver , and ſet with pretious Stones of ineſtima le 
valew,which(oexprelle the truth in one word)bred much admiration 1n my thoughts, 
but no venerationatallin my heart.So [leave Loretto, and returne againe toour Hiſto- 
ry,which wasthe onely Relique that I brought thence. | 

The two firſtdayes, our three Venetian Gallants viſit this holy Chappell with much 
folemaity and devotion, where not to Jeſus the Sonne, but to Mary the Mother they of- 

| fer up their prayers, and pay their vowes of thankfulneffe for their deliverance from 
| the late ſtorme which put them and their ſkip in ſafety at Ancora. But the third day 


there betides an unexpeCted'accident to Moroſini, which will adminiſter matter and life 
; to this Hiſtory. He leaves his two friends and companionsin bed, and (teales away to 
1 theholy Chappe!, where being on his knees at his devotion, hee neere to him, ſees a 
: ſweet young gentle wornan likewiſe on her knees at her devotion and orilons very rich 


| in apparell, but incomparably faire and beautifull. Hee curiouſly markes her Roſeat 


h Lilly Cheekesher piercing Eye,the Amber Treſles of her Haire,her Alablaſter Necke 
$ and Paps, and her (treight and (lender waſt, all which made her to bee the P-ide and 
£ Glory of nature ;At whoſe ſightand contemplation. his minde is ſo ſodainely inflamed 
% with affetion to her,that he who her-tofore could not poſhbly be drawne to love any 
4 Gentlewoman, or Mayden, now deſpight of himſelfe (and of his contrary jnclination 


and reſolution)hee at firſt ſ1ght isinforced to love her, and only her. For the more hee 


6 ſees her,the more hee afte&t:; herzwhich engendereth ſuch ſtrange motions,and ſodaine 
ba paſſions in his heart, that the ſweetneſle of this ſy7cet objet, enforced his eyes ince(- 
- fantly to gaze on her both with affeftion and admiration. Our Morgſ7#i would faine 
4; haue boorded and ſaluted her there ,but that hee would not make Heaven ſo much 
Ht ſtoope to Earth, nor prophane the holineſle of his afteCtion and of this place with ſuch 
wy impietie, But at laſt ſeeing her toriſe from her prayers, and ſo todepart the ehap- 
A pell, hee could not, hee wouldnot ſo leave her, nor forlake the benefit of this 
po ſweet: opportunity to make himſelfe knowne to herz When withdrawing his devotion 
he from the old Lady of Loretto to give it tothis his young Lady ( andpretended Mi- 
ith ſtris) in Loretto,hee trippes away.after her, into the body of the Church,where ſeeing 
* her onely attended, by a well clad Boy and her young waiting Gentlewoman, (after 
fot on on both fides performed, hee there profereth her his {ſervice in theſe general} 
4 earmes. | | As: we 
"* -: Morefl know not ſweet young Lady,whether I may tearme my ſelfe happy or unfor- 
Az tunate, in being this motning-honoured with the g.cocmp ſo beautifull a Nymph, and 
"as Virgin as your felfe, becauſe in thinkipgto gain my ſoule,I feare I have loſt my heartin 


the amorousextaſies of that delicious Objet and contemplation 3 therefore beſeech 
you thinke' it not ſtrange, that-having received my wound from your beauty, I flie to 
t; : | | R.x 3 | your 
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your Courtelie for my cure and remedy thereof, and that ſeeing yowſo weakely guar- 
ded,Ipreſume to requeſt the favour of you, that you will pleaſe to accept of myCompa- 
ny torecondudct you to your home. 

This young Lady,ſ{ccing her ſelfe ſo much gazed on by this unknowne Gentleman 
in the holy chappell,and now ſo courteouſly ſaluted by him in the Church, ſhee could 
not refraine fromdying her Lilly Cheekes with a Vermillian bluſh, when having too 
much beauty to be too unkind,aud yet too much Coyneſle and modeſty at firſt to prove 
too courteous to him,ſhee(brooking her name well Jreturnes him this anſwer. 

Imp.Sir you being ſo happie to have given up your Soule this morning in your devo- 
tion to the bleſſed Lady of this place, 1 donot a little wonder, that you ſu ſoone pro- 
phaneit, by endevoring tomake mee believe, that you have loſt your heart inthe con- 
templationof ſo poore,and ſo unworthy a beautie as minezFor herein as you prophane 
your zeale to her,ſoyour affeCtion to me;fith that ſhould be more ſacred.,and thisnot ſo 
much faigned or hypocriticall. But ſuch wounds ſtill cary their cures with them, and 
therefore as my beauty was not capable to occaſion the one , ſo ſhall not my courtefje be 
guilty in granting the other : it my weake guard bee not ſtrong enough tocondu@ mee 
tomy home, my inocency and chaſtity are, as alſo to defend mee from the ſnaresand 
lures of thoſe Gentlemen, whoſe beſt vertue conſiſts more in their tongues then their 
ſoules, and more in their complements then their ations; Of which number fearing 
and taking you tobe one, and my fathers houſe being ſonigh, I ſhall not want your 
company,becauſe as I deſerveſo1I deſire itnot, and therefGre I will leave you, and yet 
not without leaving my thankes with you, for this your proffered favour, and unexpe« 
fed courtelie. 

Although Morgſzni could not refraine from ſmiling at this herſharpe and witty an- 
ſer,yet hee ſeeing his complement retorted,and his courtefie returned with a refuſall, 
hee could not yetrefraine from biting his lip thereat.But againe confidering herto bee 
exceeding faire and vertuous, and hoping withall that her father might likewiſe prove 
rich, hee would not diſgrace his breeding nor make himſelfe a Novice in Love to bee 
put off with this her firſt repulſe,but againe ſounds her in theſe tearmes. 

Moroſ.'My devotion to the mother of our Saviour doth not prophane, burI hope bleſle 
and ſanCtifie my affetionto you, and therefore if it bee not the cuſtome ofthe young 
Ladyes and Gentlewomen of Lorettotouſe ſtrangers with this diſcourteſie, I cannot be- 
lieve that you would purpoſly thusexerciſe your wit in my patience,by infliting on me 
this your unjuſt refuſall. As for your feigned ſhewes of Hypocriſie: Iam as innocent of 
them as you ſuſpe&and tearme mee guilty, and have no more ſnares or lures in profer- 
ring you my affeCtion and ſervice, than that which your pure beautie and chaſt vertues 
give mee. Neither am I ofthenumber of thoſe Gentlemen, whome you pleaſeto tra- 
duce and diſparage becauſe their hearts and tongues agree not, or for that their aCtjons 
prove not their ſpeeches,and complements reall;becaufe I as much diſdaineas you con- 
demne them; Therefore if you cannot give mee the courteſie, I pray at leaſt lend mee 
the favour,that Imay waite on you to your fathers houſe;whomel ſhall ever bee readie 
to ſervewith as much humilitie for your ſake, as to cheriſh and obey your ſelfe with af- 
fetion for mine owne. 

' This anſwer of Moroſ#i makes this young Gentlewoman ( whoſe name heand we 
ſhall anon know) as{weetly calme, as right now ſhe was unkindly- paſſionate, ſothat 
looking ſtedfaſtly on him,& compoling her countenance rather to ſmiles than frownes, 
ſhe rejoynes with him thus. | 

Imp. \t isthe cuſtome of the Ladies and Gentlewomen of Loretto, to uſe Strangers 
rather with too much reſpe& than too little favour, eſpecially thoſe Gentlemen who 
ſavour more of honour than vanity. If therefore I have any way wronged mine owne 
judgement,in ſuſpeQting or not acknowledging your merits, know I am yet as worthy 
of your excuſe as of your reprehenſion. And becauſe I underſtand by you, that you are 
C p 
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a ſtranger to this place though not to this Country, asalſothat you ſeeme to be ſoim- 
portunately deſirous and willing to conduGt me to my fathers houſe ; I will therefore 
give a contrary Law to my ownie will, and now make civility diſpence with my diſcre- 
tion by accepting of this your kind profter, and you ſhall not accompany mee thi- 
ther - him, with ſo much reſpect and zeale, as I will you with abſervange and 
thankes. 

Which kinde ſpeech ſhe had no ſoonerdelivered and Moroſi#i received , but hee 
againe cloſed with her thus : 

Morof. Sweet Lady,this courteſte of yours ſeconding your beauty; ſhall eternally ob- 
lige me to your ſervicezand in requitall thereof, I will ever eſteeme it my beſt happi- 
neflc to receive your Fathers commands, and my chiefeſt felicity and glory toexecute 
yours: When reciprocally exchang ing ſalutes, he takes her by the hand and arme, and 
very gracefully conducts her to her Fathers houſe, not farre off from this ſumptuous 
Church, and by the way thither ( among other ſpeeches and complements hee gathers 
from her that her Fathers name is Signior Hierome Bondito, and hers Donna Imperta,his 
only Daughter. Wherein he for the former fame of his wealth and the preſent ſight of 
her Beauty doth both delight and glory, as dreaming of a future felicity which he ſhall 
enioy in her ſight and company 3 whereof for the time preſent he hath farre more rea- 
fon to flatter than to aſlure himſelfe. 

Now we mult here underſtand that this Sigzior Bondino her Father, isa Gentleman 
of an ancient houſe and noble deſcent 3 and of a very great eſtate both in lands and 
meanes.,and withall he was exceeding covetous, as glorying more in his wealth thanin 
his generoſity,and more in his faire and beautifull Daugliter 7zperia, then in any other 
of his Children. Here Moroſ7ni brings Imperia home, and ſhe preſents him and his courte- 
fieto her Father, who receives him reſpectfully. and kindely thankes him for this his 
obſervance and honour to his daughter : who led by the luſtre of her eyes, and the de- 
licacy of her beauty, was ſoextreamely inflamed with affeCtion towards her, as at that 
very inſtant he proclamed himſelfe her Servant, and ſhe the Lady Regent of his hearc 
and deſires, and then it was that he firſt acquainted her with his name and quality,with 
his intended voyage to Conſtartinople,but chiefely with his conſtant deſire and reſoluti- 
on to ſeeke her in marriage both ofherſelfe and her father. Wherefore to contra@ this 
Hiſtory into anarrow Volumne,I will paſſe over his often courtings and viſits of her,as 
alſo thoſe ſweet ſpeeches,and amorous diſcourſes and conferences which paſt between 
them during the ſpace of three weeks;zwherein the wind proving contrary to his voy- 
age, proved therefore propitious to this his ſute and affeQtion. In which time he proved 
himſelfe ſo expert a Scholler(or rather a Maſter ) in the Art of Love,that he exchanges 
hearts with her.obtained her affeCtion and conſent to be his Wife upon his firſt returne 
from Conſtentinople,but yet it was wholly impoſiible either for him or her to draw her 
fathers conſent hereunto, although many times he ſought it of him with prayers, & ſhe 
with teares. For hemaking wealth to be the very image and idol of his devotion, and 
gathering that Morofi's birth farre exceeded his ſtate and meanes, as alſothat in his 
opinion;that his eſtate was yet farre greater than his capacity or judgement, hee would 
never hearken tohim, much leſle give way that hee ſhould be hisSonne in Law : but 
with much obſtinacy and reſolution, vowed that hee wauld firſt rather ſee his Daugh- 
ter married to her grave than to him, the which froward and harſh reſolution of his, 
makes our two lovers exceedingly to grieve and lament thereat. But how to reniedy 
it they know not. Morgſini now acquaints his two conſorts Aftonicus and Donato with his 
affe&ion to Ixperia,and brings them the next morning to ſee her, who highly commend 
his choice, and extoll her beauty and vertues to the skies; They in Moroſeni's behalfe 
deale effeQually with Bordinotodraw his conſent to this match,. mounthis prailes and 
merits as high-as Heaven,ant ina word, they leave no friendly office, orreaſons unat- 
tempted toperſwade and induce him hereunto,;but they ſpeakeeither ta.the wjade,or 
; to 
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toa deafe mansfor his will is 1s law,and thereforethey finde it a worke,not or ly of ex+ 
treame diffcultie, but of meere impoſibilitie toeffeCt it; for neither they nor Moroſini, 
can ſo much pray and exhort Bondin: to this match,as hee with ſharp words and bitter 
threates ſcekes to divert his Daughter from itzwhich pierceth and galleth theſe two Lo- 
versto their very ſcules. For by this time their afteCons and hearts are fo ſtrongly and 
firmelie united,that Izeperia loves Mo-oſini a thouſand times dearer than her owne life; 
and hee hernoleſle. & when they thinke of their ſeparation and departure each from 
other , the very conceit and thought thereof drawes even drops of blood from their 
hearts and an Occtn of teareg from their eyes. Bur becauſe they are more amorous 
then ſuperſtitious in their devotion and affeftioneach to other, and that(in their 
thoughts-and deſires)they ſacrifice more to the Altars of Yes then to that of the Vir- 
gin Mary;Therefore tortune more envying then pitrying them, and therefore reſolving 
to ſeparate their bodies as farre aſunder, as their hearts are nearely linked and com- 
bined together: the winde comes faire,and the Maſter of their fhip ſends ſpeedily from 
Anconato them to Loretto to come away,for that hee is reſolute to omit no time, but 
with all expedition to weigh Anchor,and ſet faile for Corfu. 

Moroſini recerves thisnewes with infinite ſorow , and Japeria with extreame griefe 
and amazement,ſo as if grace bad not prevailed with nature, and her obedience to her 
Father vanquiſhed and given a law tv her affeQion towards Moreſinz fhe could then and 
there have found 1n her heart to have left {ah and accompanied him in his voyage 
to Turkieand Conſtantinople, ſo ſweet was his ſight and preſence, andſo bitter was the 
veric thought of his abſence to her heart and minde; Here Moroſin; comes againe with 
his hat in his hand,and 7peria on her knees with teares to her father, that hee will grant 
they may contrat themſelves each to other before his departure, but he is deafe to his 

ſts, and inexorable to her teares and prayers.For he vowes he cannot,and ſweares 
hee will not conſent thereunto;And therefore here the Reader muſt conceive; for it is 
impoſible for mee to expreſle the thouſand part of the ſighes which he,and the teares 
which ſhe expends, at this their ſorowfull departure,in ſo much as I cannot truly define 
whether he then gave her more kiſles,or ſhee him teares.So here ſhe vowes toremaine 
unmarried till his returne, and hee both promiſeth and ſweares, that hee will returne 
within one yeare to her and marry her, the which the more authentically to ſeale and 
confirme,he gives her a rich Emerauld ring from his finger , and ſhe him a faire carka- 
met.of Orient pearles from her necke, with which the great drops of her teares trick- 
lingdowne her vermillioncheekes ſeemed to have ſome perfect ſympathy and reſem- 
blancezOf which interchangeable and mutuall contrat4ſtoricus and Donato are joyfull 
witneſſes, who ſecke to adde comfort and conſolation to theſe her unipeakeable ſor- 
rowes,and unparalleld afflitions,for this their ſep aration;whiles J-yperia in the meane 
time at the very.thought and confideraton hereof, (ſhe gazing un her Moroſni ) ſeemes 
to burſt her heart with fighing,and to drowne the Roſes and Lillyesof her beautis 
with the ſhoures and rivulets of her teares. So Moroſinz being againe and againe called 
away by Aſtonicus and Donato, hee then takesleave of Bondino.and then of his deere 
and {weet Daughter 7wperia,in whoſe heart and breſt hee imparadiſcth all his moſt re- 
ligious prayers,and treaſureth up all his amorous deſires hd wiſhes, and from thence: 
with his two faithfull friends and companions takes horſe for Ancena,where as ſoon as 
ow come:theirlong boat is a ſhoare and takesthem in,when the wind continuing ſtill 
exceeding faire,they are{preſently for Corfu & Conftantinople,where we will leave them 
floting upon the Seaz,expoſed to the favour and mercy of the windes,and according to 
the order of our hiſtory come wee againe to ſpeak of Bondino and of his ſweet and faire 
daughter 7mperia,to ſee what matter they will adminiſter us,and what Attions and' Ac- 
cidents they will produce. | gee Be? 
 Whiles our faire 7aperi. day and night weeps and ſighes for the-abſence of her dea- 
reſt and ſecond ſelfe Moroſin:,and with her eyes and hands ereftedto Heaven —_— 
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ally ptayes for his proſperitie and returne,her:old Father Bondiro allumes a dire,.con- 

trarie courle and rc{olution;for within two orthree moneths of Moroſ##i'sdeparturehes 
makes it his greateſt care and ambition to provide another huſband tor his daughter. He 

isnot ignorant of herteares and penſtveneſle for his abſence,and knoyes full well, that 

her ſolitarie walkes and pale thinne cheekes, looke (till conſtantly to him and never 

f-om him. - But he is radadunn that his old\covetoulſneſle ſhall prevent and dec cive this 

her young afteCtion, and that ty worke on the advantage of Moroſrnis ablence, his beſt 
and ſhorteſt courſe 1sto heave him out of her heart and minde, and contrariwiſe to pro« 
pound and place another Huſband in his ſtead. To which end his ſaid daughters beauty 
& his own wealth having already procured her two or three other Sutors,whoearneſtlic 
ſeeke her in marriage, hee likes none of them fo well as old Sergnior Palzterins a rich 
Merchant of Ancona.,aged of at leaſt fixty yeares;whereas his faire Daughter 7mperia was 
not above twentie foure, who was of ſo deformed and decrepit a perſonage and conſti- 
tution,that he-ſeemed butas a withred Ianuarietothis freſh Lady May,and his age but 
a frozen winter tothe fragrant flouriſhing Sommer of her youth and beautie.Batthis old 
dotard Pdlmerins(whois every way fitter for his owne graye than for 7petia's bet )-is ſo 
taken with the daintinefle of her perſonage, as hee hopes that her youth and her fathers 
age will ſtoope and (ſtrike ſail: to his wealthzand therefore he trickes and prides;him- 
ſelfe up both in his apparell and beard;as if Love had taken away much'of his age, now 
purpoſclie toadde it to his vanity and indiſcretion,fo he comes to Bowdino's houſe atLo- 
retto,and (eekes this his faire daughterin marriagd, where the conlidexation of hisgrent 
eſtate and wealth act ſuch wonders with her fathers heart and reſolution, that her father 
aud he have already ſwapt a bargaine that he,and none but he ſhall atarry his daughter, 


before as yethee have the happineſle to ſce her.But atlaſt her Father brings her to him, 


chargeth her with his commands to diſpoſe her ſelfe to affe& & marty hitn, & ſpeaks to 
her not only in the language of a father, but of 4 kingsforſuchis his pleaſure. Theſe ſpee- 
ches of her father, and the ſight of her old lover yet new futor Palmtrins, doth much a- 
maze and terrife his young daughter /zper;a:{o ſhe receives & hearesthole with infinite 
affliction and ſorrow,and him with much contempt and diſdaine; for ſhe rejedts his ſute 
and himſelfe,and boldly tells both her father and him,that Morofini is too deeply lodg- 
edin her heartz for any other of the world to have entrance or admittance, and there- 
fore(with {ighes and teares)ca(ts her (elfe at her fathers feet, and prayes him thac, hee 
will not force her to marry Signior Palzreriue whom ſhee attirmes ſhee cannot poſſibly 
aftect.much lefle obey.But her father is reſoluteto have it ſo,and therefore( paſling 0- 
ver all other reſpects and conſiderations) hee addes threats, to hjs commands, and ve- 
hemently chargeth her againe and againe to conſent thereto. But her abſent Merggvi is 
ſtill ſopreſent in her heartand minde, and fo freſh and pleaſing to her eye and memo- 
rie that ſhee cannot,ſhee will not forget him. Sb that forthis time her father canno 
moreenforce her to ſpeake with Palwerins,or draw her to'fee-him,and thus ſhe puts hia 
off for his firſt comming to Loyerto to her. I-periabeing now infinitely glad to haye thus 
given her father the foile, and old Palmrerins the repulſe, ſhee raiſeth a thouſknd new 
Trophees of joy,an1 victories of delight 1n her heart for the ſame,as if that outragious 
ſtorme and tempeſt (fo contrary and diſpleaſing ro hex heart) had received end almoſt 
as ſoone as beginning. T hus now rutninating on nothing lefle then on Palmerins,nor on 
nothing more than on her ſweet and deere Morofini,(to whomin his abſence ſhe ſacri- 
ficeth all che flarhes of her heart,and all the vowes, delites andwygbes ofher ſoule) ſhee 
paſleth away her time in perpetuall praying for his returnggt oe-Yhe | 


not the Lady,no nor any other Saint of Loretts unadored; ar wHEry yes. 
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two moneths hee returnes againe to Loretto,where hee isreceived with as much joyof 
Bondino, as with extreame diſcontent and ſorrow of his Daughter 7mperia, who now 
re ſoule can receive no peace nor trace from either of them, but they inceſlamlie 
Leda her as her ghoſts,and faile not dayand night to importune her for the conſumma- 
tion of this contraCt and marriage, but her heart is fo cloſe united & wedded to Moroſeri 
that itisas yet impoſſible for either, or both of them to divorce or withdraw her from 
him. Palzrerizs thinkes to gaine her by rich giftsand preſents,but ſhee refuſeth them all 
for the ſake of the giver, and her father now tempts her with ſweet ſpeeches and per- 
ſwalions,and then again, terrifies her with bitter commands and threats, hoping therby 
in the end to make her flexible to his deſires and wiſhes; But his daughter Imperia not- 
withſtanding all this (with a conſtancy worthy of her beauty, and every way equall to 
her ſelfe) reſolves to fruſtrate the ow of the firſt, to annihilate and make vyaine the 
expeCtation of the ſecond, and foto deceive the deſires and wiſhes of them both,and to 
keepe her heart wholly for Moroſeni, as ſhee hath formerly promiſed and obliged her 
{clfe to doe. | 
But although Pdlmerixs were heretofore the firſt time ſo eaſily beaten off with1mperias 
refuſall,hee will not bee ſothe ſecond, and therefore his heart and minde telling him 
that the ſweetneſle of her youth,and the delicacy of her beauty deſerve a ſtronger,and 
longer ſiege of his affetion.Hee(by the free adviſe and conſent of her father) reſolves 
to ſtay and burne all that ſommerin Loretto, hoping that time would change her reſo- 
lations and makethat feaſable in his Daughters affeCtion, which now in a manner ſeem- 
ed to bee impoſſible. Thus if Palzrer7ns ule his beſt endevours to beare and conquer 7; 
peria one waygnoleſle doth her father another way, for the firſt gives hera world of ſu- 
gred words and promiſes, and the ſecond of ſharp and bitter threates to effet it;Poore 
Imperia {ceing her ſelfe thus ſtreightly-and narrowly begirt on both fides.ſhee hath a- 


*gaine recourſe to her ſighes and teares,the only weapons left herinthe abſence of her 


Moroſini to defend heraffetion and conſtancie againſt the luſt of Palmerizs, and the 
power and tyrrany of her father Bondino. A thouſand times a day ſhee wiſheth that 
Conſtantinople were Loretto or Loretto,Conſtantinople, and as often prayes that either ſhee 
were in Moroſmi'sarmes,or hee here in hers.But Palmerins _ as obſtinateas her fa- 
ther was reſolute and furiousin this ſute and motion towards her, ſhee ſhut; her ſelfe 
upin her chamber , where ſeeming todrowne her ſelfe in a matterof this weight and 
importance,and what invention ſhee ſhould find out and praGtiſe,to abandon Palmeriys 
-and to call home her Moreſini to marry her, then which under Heaven ſhe deſired no- 
thing more,or towrite truer, nothing elſe.Soat laſt ſhee reſolves to ſend one purpoſe- 
ly te Conſtantinople to haſten his returne(whichnow wanted but alittle ofhis prefixed 
time of a yeare) when making choice of adeere friend of his of 4»conanamed Seignior 
Mercario.and furnifhing him with gold for ſo long a journey asto ſaile from Brundsſinm, 
.to Ragyſa.and fo from thence by poaſt to Conſtantinople, ſhee takes pen and paper, and 
thereon(as much with teares as inke) traceth her Morofenz theſe lines wherewith ſhee 
diſpatcheth him away. 


bl 


IMPERIA to MOR OSINI. 


Should betray my affe& ion to thee,and conſequently make my ſelfe unworthy of thine,ifby this 
Iz letter(which I purpoſely ſend thee by thy Friend SeigniorMercario)1did not now acquaint 
thee, with how mmch impatiency and ſorrow my ſelfe,and with how nmch ioy my Father brookes 
| thy long obſe 


ence:Thou knoweſt in what a ſweet ,&5 ſtrif Popathy of Love,our hearty are united. 

ng Moroſini byImperia,T am! confident that all thoſe Seas betweene Ancona and 
are not capable to waſh away the remembrance thereof, either from thy heart or 
&t holding it apart both of my duty and of my ſelfe, Tau enforced to command 


#J 


my ſoule. 4 


—-  —_ 


Hiſt. XXVI. © © Morofmi and Fmperia,,. 


454 


wy pen to relate thee, that my Father Bondino begins to exerciſe a point not onely of his wil, 


but of his power, yea T may juſtly ſay af his tyranny over me, toperſwade mee toleave my young 
Moroſint to wake me marry bis old Palmerius. Iz which regard az confideration,jf my poore 
beauty or merit have left any impreſſion in thy breſt or. memory, Tnow moſt heartily pray thee to 
leave Turky for Italy,an( Conſtantinople for Lotetto, and to make me as happy in injoyine 
thy ſight and preſence, as Tam miſerable without it. And when our Gochand my c00 fortune.ſhall 
permit this my innocent and ſorrowfull letter to fall into thy hands, thinke, yea judge with thy 
ſelfe,what an ingratitude;yoa what acrime it will be for thee not to bring me thy ſelfe but to ſend 
we any exenſe whatſoever to the contrary-Farewell my other ſelfe, my ſweet ſelfe, and may God 
and his Angells ever prove propitioms ro thy Deſires and my Wiſhes. 


IMPERTA-. 


Mercario(in three weekes time)arrives at Conſiuntinople,and findes out his friend Mg« 
yoſſni,to whom he deliveteth his Miſtris T-perzas letter 3 the which he firſt kiſfing,pre- 
(ently peruſeth it,and very paſſionately both rejoyceth and grieves thereat:So Moroſont 
very kindely feaſts his friend Mercaris there ſome cightdaies, and then returneth him 
home'with an anſwer, which inleſſe thana moneths time” he delivereth into 7wperias 
owne hands in Loretto, whois extreamely glad thereof, and then beamifying her ſnow 
white cheekes, with ſome crimſon bluſhes, ſhe hies herto her cloſet and breaking up 
haſtily the ſcales thereof, findes it traced and charged with this meflage. 


MOROSINT to IMPERITA. 


+ 7 Hy health nd 'conft anty makes me as joyfulli# the receit of thy Letter, as thy Father Bon= 
dino hjs diſreſpe@ to me, and love to Palmerins wakes me ſorrowful, for ſo deare and ten- 
der is the true affe F102 of my Imperia to her Morofini, and the ſintpathy of our hearts ſo ſweetly 
and ſacrealy united, that for my part not onely thaſe ſmrall rivers of the Mediterraneum and A- 
driatique Seabetweene Conſtantinople ard Ancona,but that of the vaſt Ocean is incapable to 
waſh off the leaſt ſenſe or memory thereof. But as in the aTFions and accidents of humane life, 
reputation and profit, deſerves ſometimes to be intermixed with pleaſure, becauſe the ſweetneſſe 
thereof is ſtill made ſweeter by its ſubſtance ani permanency. $0 by the Seigniory of Venice, aud 
by Landy their Embaſſadonr reſident here in Conſtantinople, ( contrary to my expeBationor 
merits )L am now made conſult of Alepyo. I cannot therefore ſoſooneleave Tarkie for Italy, 
which T infinitely deſire, nor in that conſideration ſoſoone intbrace and kiſſe my faire and deare 
Imperia,which above all the Crownes ard Scepters of the world 1 chieftly love and long for; but 
what this yeare cannot performe the next ſhall, and then ( all Aelayes aud excuſes ſtfapart) I will 
bring thee thy Morofini with as much true joy, as bee tranſported himſelfe from thee with bit- 
ter teares an unfained ſarrowes.in the meane time my hopes and heart tell me,that thy affetFion 
to me ſhall fur monnt thy Father (tyranny to thy ſelfe, and that thy _ and neerits are ſo incoms 
parably reſplentent that thoiigh Palmerins be he fajle, yet Morofini [hall live aft aye the Dix 
grbrt of? and the Lyve of thy Heart\ as Gbd 3s of thy Soule:0 then my deere aid ſweet Tra- 
pert: fe I 120 ix rar aur of a crtme'in me to ſend thee this letter of exonſe inſteed 
2 
J 


thee toy ſe r "I ſpeake it in reſence of God al bis Angels;that as thou art my 0+ 
Finhobal tte, and that Wt canſ# nbt be the theiſitdper Jo forrowfull x5 7 am 


moiferable ini Hhjt our ſhort yet too Tong ſehmeſtration! Farwell, Farmell he only Saint of my heart, 
and Goadeſſe affett;ons, api afſare thy ſelfe that no mortall man whatjoever or can be ſo 
with thy ROD Seroie ani Seo Wo 0k OO 107 
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Our 7aperia.} killeth this Letter a -thouſandtimesfor her Morofimi's ſake.who wrote 
and ſent it her, | and againe as often weepes to ſee,that he loved Honour and profit bet- 
ter then henſclfe, and Furkje better then 1taly, ſo whereas ſbee formerly hoped, now 
ſhe begins todeſpaire of his ſpeedy.returne,andeſteemes herſelfe as miſerable with- 
out him,as ſhe thought ta-have bene happy with him.She reads over his Letter againe 
and againe,.. aad then weepes as faſt as ſheereades,. at the very peruſall and confi- 
deration thereof; ſhee would faine draw comfort'from any part or branch of it, but 
thenhisintended (tay affords her nothing but difconfolationand ſorrow inftead there- 
of. Shee blames her owne misfortune, as much as his unkincneſle, and then againe 
knputes this 1mpatiency of. hers, moretoherfathers:cruclty,, than to. Moroſin;'s dif 
courtelie 5 ſhe loves him as much as ſhee hates Palmerizs, and hates herſelfe becauſe 
Morefini wt. not love her more, and Palmerixs le{le. But Moroſini 1s ſo firme)y ſeated 
andenthronized in ker heart, that ſhee is conſtantly reſolved to ſtay his returne, and 
rather to dye his victim'andmartyr,. thanto live Palgrerivs his wite. And here heraf- 
fetion aQts a great part in paſſion, as'thjs paſſion doth in Love, ſhee cannot refraine 
from enquiring of Mercario how Morofpxt lives,” and how hee lookes, who performes 
the part of a friend, to his friend; and. tells her that hee lives 1n great pompe and re- 
putation, andis the proptereſt and- braveſt young 'Gallant either of FYerice or Italy 
which hee ſaw in Conſtantinople, atthe report whereof, ſhee could not refraine from 
bluſhing and ſmiling, as if her delight and joy thereof were ſuch, as ſhe could not re- 
ceive or heare it, without theſe publike ' expreſiions and teſtimonies of her private 

zeale and interiour affeCtion to him 3 But all this notwithſtanding, whereſoever ſhee 
goes or turnes herſelte, her Father as her ſhadow, - and Palmerivs as her ſpirit, arene- 
ver from her, but ſtill fellow her in all times and places without intermiſſion. Iris a 
wonder toſee and conſider their obſtmacy to make it a match,.. and herreſolution and 
refuſall againſtit, asif they were wholly compoſed and made of commands, and ſhee 
of denials. In which interchangeable.comportmert, and difterent carriage of theirs, 
Wee mult allow fixe moneths time more paſt and {hidden away, where in deſpight of 
Palmerizs hisimportunities and her fathers power, ſhe ſtill remaines inflexible to them, 
conſtant toher Moroſini, \and trueto her promiſe;. Butatlaſtthis old luſttull Lover Pal: 
merius (who was fitter to kifle an image in the Church, then ſo ſweet and faire a young 
Lady as Jmperiain her bed)ſeeing that he had conſumed and fpent ſolong time in vaine 
by courting her, and that ſhe {lezghted. him and... his. ſuite as much. if -not more 
now; than-when he firſt meant and intended it they, /hee bethinkes himſclfe of a new 
policy and-propoſition to gaine her, which love cannot: ſo.much excuſe, as diſcre- 
tion juſtly condemnein him 3, Hee goes to her father Bonding,: and proffers him thatif 
hisdaughtexwill become his wite, that hee willinfeoffe, andendow her with the one 
Halfe of his ancs.and ve all the reſt of his eſtate and wealth into his hagdsand cuſto- 
dy,for higy to purchaſe her more. W hich great and unexpected proffer gf his doth ſolc- 
Pp] 49d fully weigh downe her covetous fatherto, Palwerizs his will and defire,as he con: 
anuy 


ſtantly tels higszthatin lien of this.bys great affe&t;on.and bounty to his daughter: he will 
ſpeedily uſe all his power.and Ren es herfully to difſol hertoaffect andcon- 
tent himz [To which end Bonding «SEM his daughter 1zperig. acquaints her with-this 
oo Ran AO aroqarry ae Palmer to ber if be ill rarry hinzhe yesbeforc 
r how ofnitly it will import biscontent, andberown goag and reputation and that 
fewGentlewomen of Loretto,or La uy the whole Marcaok 4uconitanada injoy by 
rich Fortes, thaybis puldom- and watch is age. 19 bes. Preferred tg the vaujey a2 
prodigality of Moroſin7, and that the firſt will aſſuredly. bring her mugh; content and 
roſperity,but the ſecond nothing elſe but poverty, ruine, and miſery, . and therefore 
emoſt impottunately conjures and commands her tocut and caſt off all delayesand fo 
thwith to diſpoſe her {c1fe to love and marry Palmerizs, or elſe he vowes for ever 


nee her for his Daughter,and go more toacknonledge bir: fe forher Father 
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A crueltie which (in my opinion and judgement) oaghe to be admired with pirtie, and 
pitried with admiration, and not to ſerve fora precedent and example to other Parents, 
becauſe this of Bowdizo's was grounded on farre more paſſion than reaſon, and coverouſ« 
nefle than vertne'; and which Nature hath all the reaſons of the world, rather to tearme 
tyrannie than providence or fatherly affe&ion in him. 

Oar 1mperis is, as it were, ſtruck dead with griefe and forrow, at the thunderbole of 
theſe her Fathers cruell ſpeeches cowards her,fo thar ſhee cannor ſpeake,nor yer weepe, 
for ſighing and ſobbing ,; bur at laſt encouraged by her owne vercne,as much as ſhee was 
daunted aud diſmayed by her fathers ſeveritie and cruelcie rowards her,ſhee (caſting her 
ſelfe ar his feer) with a trembling heart and faltering voice,returnes her heart and minde 
ro him in theſe tearmes. 

Honoured Sir,although my afflitions and forrowes are ſach,and ſo infinite, that I am 
farre more capable to weepe and ſigh, than to breathe or ſpeake chem forth to you, yer 1 
hold it my dutie, not my diſobedience, to acquaint you, that becauſe Marriages are firſt 
made in Heaven, before contracted or conſummated in Earth; therefore being fo happie 
firſt to love Moroſeni, before I was ſo anfortunare as to ſee Seignior Pa/meriws, 1 hope it is 
rhe pleaſure of God, that he hath ordained the firſt ro be my Husband, and conſequently 
my ſelfe never to be Wife to the ſecond : Iam proud in nothing but in my humilitie 
and obedience, and therein I hope I ſhall ſtill both triumph and glory, and yet I farre 
more under-value Paleerivs wealth rhan you doe Moroſent's vertues. If then you will not 
for my fake I humbly beſeech you for my Mothers ſake,or which is more, for Gods fake; 
ro make me Wife to Moroſos3, and not to Palmerizs, becauſe my heart and minde tells me, 
that I ſhall be as happie in che companie of the one,as miſerable in that of the other. In 
- granting me which juſt deſired fayonr and courteſie, my ſoule (hall become pledge and 
caution tor my heart,and my heart for my rongue,that you ſhal have no true cauſe either 
to renounce me for your Daughter, or todenie your ſelfe for my Father; And ro con< 
clude this my forrowfall and humble ſpeech, it is impoſlible for you co wrong me, bur 
you mnſt and wiil ex:remely wrong your ſelfe, by artempring and reſolving to enforce 
me to rhe contrarie. Bur if yet you will nor be ſenſible hereof, then I invoke God to be a 
juſt wirnefle, and Judge berweene us,of your cruelcie cowards me,and of my candid inno- 
cencie t9wards you,and my betrothed Spouſe Moroſini. 

Imperia had ne ſooner (with ſighes and teares) delivered this her ſpeech to her Father 
on her knees, bar (as if he had lighcning in his eyes, and chander in his congue) he ſud- 
denly ruſherh forch hercompanie; when, more to diſpleaſe her than ro pleaſe himſclfe, 
he looking backe on her, gives her chis ſharp anſwer,and cruell farwell : Minion (quoth 
he) I will very ſhortly coole thy conrage and thy tongue, and make thee know with re- 
pentance,whac ir is codiſobey thy Father, in making ſo much eſteeme of Merofie?, and to 
lierle of Scignior Pelwerivs contrarie to my adyiceand requeſt to thee for I ſay,confider 
well with thy ſelfe,and chon ſhalt then doe well ſpeedily to forfake this errour andobſti- 


nacie of thine, except thou reſolve to die as miſerable, as I defire thou ſhale live happie: 


Once more Girle, confider and remember what I have now ſaid to thee, and beware leſt 
Moroſfind prove thy ſhame,as much as Palererins will thy glory. Imperis weepes becauſe ſhe 
can weepe no more at theſe heart-killing ſpeeches of her Father to her, againſt her abſenc 

:$o being not well ſhe berakes her ſeſte ro her bed, and there againeconſules with 
God and her ſelfe,whart ſhe ſhall doe in this perturbation of minde and affliction of hearr, 
and then and there (with waking eyes) reades a whole nights LeQure to herſelfe of her 
obedience to her Father, and her affe&ion and conſtancie to the other halfe of her ſelfe, 

: when in the morning being prompted by herthoughes and defires,thar ſhe ſhall 
receive more delights and joyes from the laſt, than diſcontenrs from the firſt, ſhe ar her 
up-rifing reſolves againe to write away for her /oroſi#;,as hoping that his preſence would 
eafily diſpell and ſcarter all theſe her clouds and rempeſts, when diſpatching a priyare 


meſſenger to Ascons for Hercorio, ſhe againe earneſtly prayes him to undertake a ſecond 
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voyage for her,cirher to Aleppoor Conſtantinople, to her Moroſenj ; the which he then pro- 
miſerh : ſo thar night againe peruting over his Letter, ſhee then from point to point 
punually makes anſwer to it,and the next morning very ſecretly gives it to Mercario in 
her Chamber, and therewith rakes off a rich Bracelet of Sparks of Diamonds trom her 
right arme, and prayes him to deliverir to him as a token of her true affection and con- 
ſtancie, the which ſhee affirmes to him ſhall ever live and die with her. Mercario having 
received his commiſſion from Imperie, as alſo more Gold for the diſcharge and defraying 
of his Journey, he hires a ſmall Brigantine to franſport him to Corf#, and from thence em- 
barques himſcife on a ſhip of MarſeiHes, which accidentally ſtopped there, and fo ſayled 
firlt ro Aleppo; where beingarrived in lefe than three weekes,and finding his deare friend 
Moroſini to be Confull there for the Seigniorie of Yewice, hee ſecretly delivereth this 
Bracelet and Letter of Imperis to him in his ſtudie, where hee was then haſtily writing a 
diſpatch for Conſtantinople : But the arrivall of Mercarro, who he knew came from his dex- 
reſt friend and Miſtrefſe 1mperis, (for meere joy ) made him preſently tocaſt away his 
Hat and Pen, and fo to kifſe and receive this her Letter and Token from him, whereof 
with mach haſte'and more affection breaking up the ſeales, hee therein found couched 
theſe enſuing Lines. 


ImraxlAa to MoroS)INIL | 
If Had little thought (becauſe leſſe deſerved) that either profit or preferment had beene dearer to thee 
than Imperia,or that the Seigniorie of Venice,or their Ambaſſadowr Landy had had more power 
to ſtay thee in Aleppo, thas ſhe to have reqweſted or conjured thy retarne to Loreto; for if my poore 
beantie,or rich affeTion to thee,be of ſo low and baſe an efteeme, as thou preferreſt thy wealth and re- 
putation t0 it then 1 am as miſerable #s I thought my ſelfe happie in ivy choſe, and the ſweet neſſe of my 
deſires and wiſhes conſequently have end, as ſoont 8: they received a begiuning. And ſee what a palpabls 
incomgruitie,yes what au apparant contradiction there is betweene thy beart and thy pen, ſith fainedly 
endevouring to make me beleeve thou loveſs my kiſſes ef>embraces above all the Crownes and Scepiers 
3n the world, Tet am truhy enforced to ſee that thou loveſt Turky farre better thas Italy ,and art wel 
contented that Palmerius ſhowld love me better than thy ſelfe, for elſe thou wonldzſt never permit, that 
wy fathers tyrannie to we ſhould (in thy abſence) give a law to my affeion to bims,or conſent that Pal- 
merius ſhould be the Diamond, and thy ſelfe prove orely the foile of my heart and love: And if this in- 
gratitude of thine be not a crime, 1 know not what a crime is, nor how nor in what tearmes 10 define or 
ine thereof. Indge therefore with thy ſelfe(at leaſt if thou art not as wholly excerpt of judgement 
ar of love) what « poore halfe, yea,rwhat a (mail part I arn of thee, when by thy voluntarie abſence thou 
wilt wholh reſigne me up to another, and that Palmerius exuſt be my Haaband, when my heart 6nd 
ſoule, yea.,when God and his Angel: well know, 1 defere nothing under Heaven ſo much, as t0 live and 
die thy Wife, or elſe thou wouldeſt not have bezn ſo unkivd,to confine thy will or to hound thy obſtinacie 
to m0 leſſe than 8 whole yeares ſequeſtration and abſence from me, which fy heart were equall, or but 
the leaſt ſhadow of mine,thou wouldeſt deeme 1 containe as many monethi as houres and as many ages 
as moneths, But God forbid this diſconrteſie of thine ſhould prove ſo great 6 crmtie to me, or before 1 
know what belongs to fortunacie, I ſhowld be confirained to feele and ſuffer ſo much infelicitie. Come 
away therefore my deare Moroſini,and my ſighs teares.and prayers ſhall implore the Winds and Seas 
to prove propitiows to thy ſpeedie returae; and blathe not me,butthy ſelfe if thy abſence and my fathers 
obſtin 1cie bereave me of my ſweet Morolini, end thee of thy Deare. 
ImpERIA, 


Moroſini could not refraine from bluſhing at the reading of this his Miſtrefſe 7emperia's 
Letter, as/aſhamed to ſee what an exc2eding advantage her courteſie had gor of his 
unkindnefſe. Hee oftentimes kifferh this her Letter, and Bracelet, as the cwo ſweet 
pledges of her ſweeteſt love ang affeftion to him, the which hee vowes co require, and 
ſhortly co make his retarne, redeeme and ranſome the ingratizude of his long ſtay __ 

ar. 


—_ —— hd ——o—_ —_— 0 ww *— ou —— ——_— N———_ —_ — —_— 


f 
; 
. 
| 
I 


Hiſt. XXVI. Moroſmt and Fmperia. 


453 


her. Heſhewes this Letrer of hers'to his cwo old Camerados, 4ftonicws and Donato, (for 
their friendſbip and familizritic isftill fo great, as they cannor, they will nat forſake'each 
other) who infinicely tax his unkindnefſe,and condemne his inconſtancie, in ſequeſtring 
himſelte ſo-long from ſo'fweer and faire a Miſtrefſe as Tperis, Now for the ſpace of 
ſome ten dayes Moroſpni fealteth his friend Mercario in Aleppo, wherein he forgets not con- 
rinually to ſolemnize his Ioperis's health in the beſt and richeſt Greeke wines ; at the 
end whereof (very bountifally rewarding his love and paines, for ſooften croſſing thoſe 
dangerous Seas in his behalfe) he chargeth him with his Letter in anſwer of his, and in 
requitall of her braceler of ſparks of Diamonds, he retarnes arid ſends her a faire chaine 
of Gold, and a rich Diamond Ring faſtned to the end thereof, with apaire of Tarkiſh 
filver embroydered bracelers,and ſo commits him tothe mercie of the Winds and Seas; 
who in ſix weekes after arrives ſafely ro A#cone, and the nexr morning poſts away to 
Loretto, where repairing ſecretly to Bowdins's houſe, hee findes out his daughter Imperis 
alone, ſolicarily walking at the farther end of the Gatden arttong ranks of Sicamourand 
Olive trees : Who no ſooner eſpies Mereerio, bur all her blond flaſhing into her face for 
Joy, fhee ſpeedilytrips away towards him, who (after ſalutes) bidding him a thouſand 
rimes welcome home, and hee giving her Moroſta#r Letter and token, ſhee claps the laſt 
in her pocket, and haſtily kiſſing and breaking up the ſeales of the firſt,ſteps afide a pace 
or two,and therein findes and reades theſe lines. | 


MoxzosStnito IMmraxila. 


Hy ſweet beautie, end rich affeZion and conftaucie ſhall wot onely command my reſolution but 
my ſelfe , end it is impoſiible either for my profit or reputation to give but to receive a Law 
thereof ; for thy requeſt being to me commands, a4 conſequently thy felicitie and miſerie equally 


' wine, Iwill therefore ſhorten 6nd haften the time of my tay, and ſo convert « whole yeere into a few 


eonetly : For if Imperia be Palmerins his Wife, Morofini cas then never be either himſclfe or 
his owne friend, and to write thee the life of my heart, as thou baf# now the heart of thy ſoule, It is 
wot the ambition of 6 Conſularie diguitie, nor dll the treaſure of Tarkie, or the Indies, which ſhalt 
keepe 1w+ from enjoying of my faire anil ſweet Lraperia , i: who/e divine cheekes and eyes wy heart 
hath irperadized all my moſt! ſoveraigue earthly felicitie: ' 0 that 1 not onely denie but defie that 
Palmerjas,or any other of the world, is capable to love ber the thouſand part.or ſo tenderly or deerely 
a #1 ſelfe ,, to whoſe ſake and ſervice I will ſtil{ be found veddie 10 lay downe my beſt bloud and to 
proftitmte aud ſacrifice ory deereſt life: O then, my faire and ſweet [rmperia, live therefore my deere 
Wife, 6nd Morofini will. aſſuredly dye thyloving aud content Husbeed, and thow ſhalt briefely ſee 
that 1-will hote iogratitwde us much as thy inconfuderate Father lovei and intend cruettie towards 
thee, and make ther\as joyfull in my preſence, as thoa writeft me thow art affliitid and forrowfull in 
my abſence; I conie wy ſweet Iraperia, euid if I want Winder or $earto bring me to thy bleſſed pre- 
ſence, myſogbes hall emtreaſe the one,aud my teares ſupply and augment the other to effeF'it.- Prepare 
therefort thy beart andeyr1 to ſee and ſalnte me,as 1 doe mine armes and liprto ehnbrace and kiſſe thee, 
and 1h1th hope aud.reft confident, that my prayers aud conftaticit ſeconded by vhine , will make thy 
Fatbers obſfixacie vaine dud prove Palmerius his attewm)1i'avd hopes ridienlow&iu thinking to have 
thee z0 bir Wifeawbo ors dlreadje mie bychoiſe and promiſe, F130 


aid endif  — Monxos1nt, 
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This Letter-pf Morofioi#ffoordeng ſmall muficke tothe heart, or melodie tothe mind 
of our Taperia, forſhee ſweetly andoarctully ereafuretirup in her breft and memorie ; 
and now-in hope of hig (ſhort: reriztme, ſfieeCJeaves no Church nor Chappell in or abour 
Loreito un? (pray forir;2yea; ſheer is{o religious and yertuous, as ſhee gives 
her ſc lfe., wholly to prdyer; thei ſooner ro'obraime. it :© whiles (in the meane time ) 
her cruell,. Father: Bondipo! (; contratic to her 'expetation and deſires) curs her our 
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new.wworke, in reſuming his old reſolution to marry her to her.old Lover Polaverivs who 
ſtill loves her ſorenderly that for her ſake, he will notforſake Lonetto tolive in 4orone, fo 


'thathere the Reader is prayedto underſtand and know, that Boadivo finally, ( andonce 


for all ) cocaſt his daughter 7eperis and her affetion from Moroſns to. Palmerins, ſeeing 
thatall other meanes will not prevaile, heinfioitly debarres her ofher liberty, rakes away 
fromher, her chiefeſt gpparell and jewells (the delight and glory of young Ladies and 
Gentlewomen). avalſo her beſt viands and diet, and in. a,word jntreateth her ſo rigorou(s 
ly, 8s (upon the matter)hee makes her more his priſoner than his Daughter. zwperia who 
was never heretofore acquainted with ſuch ſharpe ſeverity and courſe enterrainemenr 
bites. her lip and. hangs her head hereat. But the more ſhee prayes her Father ro 
reſerve her for Moreſewi, the more tyrannouſly hee commands her ſpeedily to 
marry Palmeriss, {o that all her ſighes and rearesto the contrary doe rather exaſperare 
then appeaſe his indignation againſt her, and now ſhe finds the long Ray of Morofiri from 
her, not only toexceed her fart expeQation, but alſo his laſt promiſes to her in his Ler- 
ter, and is inforced to ſee, that her Father is ascruellas Polwerins is obſtinate and reſohate 
in his ſure toher. Shee hath nothing to comfort her but the memory and letters of Moro- 
ſini, and yet nothing doth ſo much confound her hopes and patience, as her Fa- 
thers cruelty in croſſing this her affeQtion. Bur at laſt delpairing of Morofoies recurne, 
and vanquiſhed by her Fathers tyranny , ſhe (with an unwilling willingnefſe ) is intor- 
ced to ſuffer her ſelfe ro bee oyercome by him, as alſo co permit the walles of her affei- 
on, and the bulwarkes and fortifacations of her conſtancy to be battered and razed 
downe, by the inceſſant ſolicitations, gitts, aydprayers of Palwerivs ; So that forget- 
ring her promiſe, and her ſelfe, and putting a rape on her former reſolution,  ſhee is at 
laſt contrated and.married to. him, or rather ro the calamities and miſerics which wee 
(hall ſhorely ſee will ealuethereaf.. Wh 955 oh 
Here now then this old dotard Pa/merinsis married to faire Zaperie,who eftcemes him- 
(clfe as happie as ſhe findes her ſelfe unfortunace in this match. His Age istoo old for her 
Youth, and her youth farre too young for his Age; Diſparicy of yeares ſeldome(or never) 
breeds any true content ar felicitic.in marriage, Hee cannot ſufficiently eſtimate, much 
lefle deſerve ar requite.the daipcies.af her yourh, ſorthararach muſt here needsimplore 
this diſpealation for mee of modeſty, toafinme chat bis.chiefeſt power was defire ; 
and his beſt performance but Juſt towards: berg forwhiltes every - nighe, as foone 
as he: comes to .bed ro her, bee falls i his Sleepe-; fo poore young Gencle- 
warman ſhee-tornes.to\her repentance, wary Arie her very heart and Cute) chat 
her huzbands bed were hez grave, andihat ber. had beene herfuncrall, A rhou- 
Gnd timesevery dayand night ſheenecyEtb her Fathers crueltie and (wich Meudghe 
ETE= 


condemaeihher.awoe levity and inconſtancy —y 
love bim ſe 
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Thus whiles 
Pelmerivs retainech and enjayeth our 1 
minde and afcRiav, \che arrowfaltconfider 


of hers {hee cannot remember 
infinize (ſhame, ſorrow, and repentance. 
be ſo amorons and kind to her, and © 
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that he leaves no coltunbeftowed on/her, aſwell in rich apparetl,aschainesand Jewells, 
wherein the Ladies and Gentlewomen of 7talychiefly pride themfetves. But this was 
not the co tent and felicity which our Imperia defired becauſe deſerved ; becauſe her 
freſh yonth, and her husbands feeble and frozen Age, caſt her heart on orher oppoſite 
conceire, and her minde on other different conremplations. 

Whiles thus Bondis0 and Palmerius as much rejoyce as Imperia mournes and grieves at 
this her unequall and diſcontented match,and Moreſiai confidently relying on the firme 
affeQion and conſtancy of his J-peria made hisſtay in Apo, ſome 10. months longer 
than his promiſe ro her, Heart laſt led by the ſtarre of her beauty and his owne affeRion 
ro her, leaves Twrkie, and (in company of his conſtant old friends 4ſtonicns and Dowato) 
ſecs ſaile for 7tafy, and purpoſely purs in with their ſhipinto Ancovs, where they and he 
are no {o fooner arrived, bur Mercerio finding him our, entertaines him with the wel- 
come of this ſorrowfall newes, that his Miſtris 7-periais now in this Citic of Ancons, 
and married roold Seignior F almerine, whereat Moroſini infinitely grieves and Aſtonicus 
and Donato much wonder, He is ſtricken at the heartat this ſorrowfull newe:,and (roo 
too ſoone for him)beleeves it with as much affliction as admiration. By this time hjke- 
wiſe is Imperis advertiſed of his and their arrivall,whereat ſhe ſeemes to drown her ſelfe 
in a whole deluge of reares ; yet not for ſorrow, but for joy of his arrivall. He imployes 
Mercarioto het to grant hima private viſit, the which moſt joyfully chenext nighe ſhe 
doth-1n her own houſe, her old husband being in bed and ſnoring faſt aſleepe. At Moro- 

feai's firſt fight and entrance into her chamber (where thee all alone privately ſtayes for 
him ) ſhe throwes her ſelfe on her knees at his feer, and with fighes, teares,and bluſhes 
begges his pardon for her unconſtancy in marrying Palmerins, the which ſhe no way at» 
tributes to his long ſtay, but rather to her Fathers cruelty and her own misfortune, Mo- 
roſent is as joy full of her ſight as forrowfull of this her errour, and ſo will not permic her 
ro kneele, becauſe hee ſees and knowes, and alſo afſureth her, that ſhee is ſtill the God- 
defſe ot his heart and affetion. Hee rakes her up in his armes, and there embraceth 
and freely pardons her, and ſothey reciprocally ſpeake each toother in the ſyeer 
language of love, I meane of kiſſes, ſighes, and ceares, with the laſt whereof, they a- 
 gaine and againe, bedew and waſh each others cheekes, as if love had made chem farre 
more capable to ſigh than ſpeake, and to weepe than figh : Here their old affeQi- 
ons revive, and flame forth anew with more violence and impetuofity. Shee hath 
no power to degy him any thing, nonor her ſelfe. For as he ſiweares to live her ſer- 
vanc, fo ſhee conſtantly vowes to live anddye his handmaid, and that his will ſhall 
ever be her Law ; and his requeſts in all chings her commands. Here his heare beares 
forlove, and her breſt pants for jay. For as hee promiferh her, that ſhee ſhall bee 
his ſoleandonly love ſo ſlie( willingly) forgets her (elfe fo farre. as ſolemnly to pro- 
reſt rohimy rhathee ſhall bee more her Husband than Palmerins, when with many em- 
braces and kifſes, they for that nighr part. 

The nexc morning Afor0ſc#i and his two conſorts 4ſtonicur, and Donato (by the fei- 
ned way of a rejoycing complement) doe vifit his young Miftris Iwperia, and her 01d 
husband Pelmerius, who (more out of hisowne goodneffe than their deſerts) bids them 
all moſt kindly and coorteouſly welcome. They congratulate with him for this his hap- 
py match with T»mperis, for which, old Palmerizs reſpeQtively thanks then, - but hee 
knowes not what dangerous ſnakes lurke nnder the greene leaves of this their preten- 
ded fairecburtefic., As for his Wife 7-peria, ſheeis ſo reſerved in her comportment, 
and ſo'coy«ir her carriage towards:them, that (according to the cuſtome of 7tah) her 
Husband can hardly' perſwade or cauſe her to'ſte'and\ſalate chem, the which arlaſt 
ſhee faintly-and: feinedly performes, rather: with an eye of difdaine than of re- 
ſpe&«- They all ſee-the yourg/Wife withiove and pity, but looke on herold Has- 
band with. coneempr:and envie!'s yer then aodthere in ftealth fees /mperis's 
heart inher £yts, when incounterchange,” thee knowes his heart by his C—_— 
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lookes and countenance : So Pdlmerins ( being as innocent as aged) baving diſcourſed 
with'them aboar their voyage, and about Twrkie and Conflavtineple, and courteouſly 
prayed them to be no ſtrangers to him and his honſe, whiles the contrary winds kepr 
them here in A#co89, which they readily and thankfully promiſe him.,they for this time 
take leayg eachof other, Afonichu; and Dowato highly applanding the beauty of Teppe- 
7ia,and Moroſini infinicely condemning and contemning the ſimplicity and age of her 
old husband Palmerivs. 

Bur this isnot all, for that very after-noone Morgſe#i (out of the intemperate heat 
and paſſion of his love ) by aconfident meffenger ſends to pray Imperia to meet him at 
three of the clock in her Garden, which was a pretty way diſtant from her houſe, rhe 
which ſhee joyfullygrants him ; and here ic is where they meer, and where am en- 
forced to ſay, that in the pavillion or banquerting houſe of this Garden, theſe our two 
youthfull lovers (after a thouſand ſweet kiſſes & embraces) firſt receaved each of other 
thoſe amorous delights and pleaſures, which modeſty will nor, and chaſtity and ho- 
neſty cannot permit mee to mention, as alſo for that theſe pils of ſugar are moſt com- 
monly candide in bitter wormwood and gall, and but toofrequently prove honey to 
the palate, but poyſon to the heart and ſoule. 

And here in this her Garden ( Ifay againe ) was the very firſt time and place 
where our faire mperia, who was ſo famous in Loyetfo and Ancons for herpictic 
and chaſtiry , forgetting the firſt, made ſhipwracke of the laſt, and where of 
a Gentlewoman of honour, ſhee loſt her honour, by. committing this her 
beaſtly finne of ſenſuality and Adultery.. When the winds, which were contrary to 
Moroſinies voyage . proved ſofayonrable and propitions to his laſtfall defires, chat he 
thinksof nothing lefle than of bis return to Yenice,nor of any thing fo much ac of his ſtay 
here in Ancone, With his faire and (weet love Imperis; who likewiſe finds lefſe contene 
and pleaſure in the company of her hizband Pa/merizs than ſhe hoped for, and now 
farre more in her dearefriend Moyofowi than the either dreamt or expe&ed : In which 
criviall regard, and finfull confideration, ſhe (in a manner) 'abandons the firſt, and 
gives her ſelfe wholly, oyer-to the will and pleaſare of che ſecond, and fo turning the 
cuſtome of theſe their laſcivious-daliances into a habir.,and thar into a ſecond nature, 
both in her Garden, and her owne houſe, ſhe very often (both by day and 
night ) commits this bitter-ſweer finne of _ Adaltery with” Morefio#, whereof 
a ſubcill young Nephew of Palemerins, of ſome cighteene yeares old , who 
was his filters Sonne, and termed Richards, takes exact andcurious notice , andonce 
among the reſt hee peeps .inatthe key-hole of his Auntschamber doore, andthere 
ſees her and Sceignior Avroſ##i on the bed together ,and in nolefle familiaricy than was 
requifice or conld be expeRed berwixr his Unkle her busband Pa/merixs and her ſelfe ; 
whereupon ſecretly envying and hating her, becauſe he was afraid ſhee ſhould beare a- 
way all,or at leaſt the greateſt parc of his ſaid Unkles Eſtare and wealth from him, 
( who for want of children, hoped that he therefore ſhould be his adopred heire) 
hee cherefore maliciouſly beares the remembrance of this obje&t and accident in his 
mind, with an intentthat when occafion ſhould hereafter preſent the report and know- 
ledge thereof to his ſaid Unkle he might juſily cauſe him whollyto heave and raze 
herout of his good opinion and affetion. As for Horofini end Imperis they ( not- 
withſtanding allthis /) doe ſtill firongly endeavour to bleare the eyes; of her 
Husband Po/zwerins, who ( thinking biswife tobe as chaſte as faire,. and rather: a Dis- 
#sthan a Z4is ) out ofhisgood nature dothſomerimes in his houſe feaſt Morofisi, and 
histwo Conforts Aftovices arid Dowgto: But they will _ pernitious and farallgueſts 
tohim, for erelong wee ſhallſee them requite this hoſpitality 'and courrefie of his, 
wh a prodigionrend mere Ma, 9g mn 0.0% rv 
ſounds of greatexpence and: igality of Moroſiei, isewo aflociares, 
for they here revell ir out in the beſt 


Taverges and companies of che Cirie, and not 
onely 
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onely exceed others, bur alſo themſelves, in the richneſſe and bravery of their appa» 
rell, but moſt eſpecially Adoriſisi, whole apparell is every way fitter for an [ralian No- 
bleman, than a Venetian Merchant. Our luſtfall and laſcivious Iperia is never well 
contented or pleaſed but in his preſence, and her husbands abſence ; and here to 
relate the truth of her heart, 2ſorofesi is more her Husband than Palmerizs,' or. rather 
Pal-nerins is but the ſhadow, and Morofisi the efſentiall ſubſtance of her Husband, and 
therefore ( I deſire the Reader ro know and remember ) chat in that regard and confi- 
deration I have purpoſely entituled this Hiſtory not tobee of Palwerins and 1mperia,bur 
of Moroſini and Tevperts. 

Moroſini, Aftonicury and Donato (in their lodging and chambers) have many times ma- 
ny private ſpeeches and conterences, whar pirtie it is that ſo ſweeet and faire a young 
Gentlewoman as I-peria, ſhould ( by the conſtraint ofher unkinde and cruell Fa- 
ther ) thus beclogged andchained in marriage ro ſooldadotard as Palmerizs, (tor 
amore favourable Epicherte their vanitie and folly could not afford to give him ) and 
Moroſeni ( in the dumbe eloquence and Logick of 1emperis's fighes and _ 
apparantly beleeves that ( in her heart and foule) ſhe infinitely deſireth and wither 
that Paleerivs were in Heaven, and himſelfe now her Husband here on earth in his 
place : Hereads as mach in her lookes and countenance, and is therefore confident 
that her heart and ambition aſpire to no ſweeter earthly felicity. Hee hath nor 
loſt his wir in his affection, nor wholly drowned his judgement, either in the freſh Ro- 
ſes and Lillies of her beauty, or in the reſplendent luſtre of thoſe ſparkling Di- 
amonds and ſtarres, her eyes. Hee knowes that his Eſtate is farre inferiour to his birth 
and extraction, und yet that his prodigalities and expences( both in Twr{ze) and 7taty are 
farre ſaperiour and above his eſtate : He would faine (therefore) find out the meanes 
to bears up his port, and conſequently - to preferye his reputation with the whole 
world, the which he eſteemes equall to his life, if not above ir, Hee knowes that Impe- 
ria is already more his Wite than her husbands, and is yery confident that he can make 
her apt for any impreſſion, and capable of any defigne, which may advance his owne 
fortunes, and confirme both their contents, whereunto conjoyning the ſweerneffe of 
her beauty, the excellencie. of her feature, and the exceeding great wealch of her 
old Husband, hee adding all theſe confiderations together, they here weigh 
him downe to hell and Satan, by terminating his thonghrs and fixing his heart upan 
this helliſh reſolution, to ſend him ſpeedily ro heaven in a bloudy winding ſheer ; 
and no other charicable thoughr,or Chriſtian conſideration can divert him from this 
inhamane and bloudy projet, neither can hee poſſibly reape any trace of his 
thoughts, or of his heart, before hee have attempred and finiſhed ir, 

To whichend, the very next night that hee lay and wantonized in bed with his 

(for God knowes her old husband lay bur ſeldome with her) and finding her 
excraordinarily to figh, hee layes hold of this advantage, and opportunitie, and very 
earneſtly demands of her what ayles her, whereat her congue then fled co her hearr, 
becauſe her heart was then flying from God tothe Devill, ſo ſhee continues her (igh- 
ing har is ſtill mute and returnes him no anſwer. - Tillat laſt Moroſfisj ſuſpeHing that 
in her which his hopes defired, and his defires hoped for, then I ſay what his demands 
coald nor obraine of her his kifſes doe, when ſwearing him to ſecreſie, ſhae (after ma- 
ny farre ferchr fighes) rellshim ; . that ſhe loves him ſo deerly andtenderly , as for 
his fake ſhee either wiſherh her ſeife in her grave or her husband Palmerixs in-heaven, 
which isthe (weet muſique and melody that Moroſisexpets, and: which tohis un- 
expreflable joy hee now receives from her, when paying her the principall and in- 
tereſt of thisher deereſt Love and affe&ion rowards him, with many kiſſes ; hee paſ- 
fionately .intreates her, chat ſhee will imploy him to finiſh thispleaſing rragedy, 
bat ſhee is againe mute herear, .and therefore hee againe more earneſtly enrreares her. 
to conferre this fayour on him z; Who then taking counfell ofher Luſt, _ 

elf. 
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hell, ſhee grants his firſt requeſt herein with ſilence, bur his ſecond with a free 
andcheeretullconſent, When (as two wretched and blondy miſcreants) they reci- 
procally ſweare ſecreſie herein cach roother, as alſo that they will ſpeedily diſpatch 
him, andſo in avery ſhort time after marry each other, and no longer live in A#coxg but 
in Venice, But whara farall, what a helliſh contratt was rhis, which they equally con- 
firme as well with oathes as kifſes, and how at one time doe I pitty both their youth 
andfolly, and hare their obſcene affefions each to other ; and their fovle crimes unto 
God herein ! They cannot content themſelves with luſt but with blood, for they are 
ſo reſolutely inhamane and impious, as they willneeds adde mutther ro adultery, as 
if one of theſe two foule ſinnes were not enough ſufficient ro make both of then) wter- 
ched in this life, ifnot miſerable in that to come ; butthe devill 1s ſo ftror:g with them 
as they vow to advance, & diſdaine torerire in the perperration of this deplorable byſt- 
neſſe ; So from the matter they proceed to the manner hereof. Morofinipropoſeth poy- 
ſon, bur Imperis reje&s this his opinion, as being dangerous both in the procuring, 
and adminiſtring. When ſhee propoundeth to have him ſtifled by night in his bed, 15 
the which after two or three pauſes and conſiderations, hee will ard freely conſen- 
tech. So hereon they both doe finally agree and reſolve. But becauſe Moroſeri 
knowes his Tmperia ro be a wiſe and weake woman, and therefore fitter for counſell 
than execution, and himſelfe alone peradventure not ſtrong enough (with ſafety) to © 
performe it without ſome other mens aſliſtance, hee therefore tells her that hee will 

likewiſe engage his fairhfull friends and companions Aftonicns and Donato herein. Bar 

Trmperia is extreamely againſt it, as grounding her apprehenſion and feare upon this 

Maxime. That as one is more capable and proper to keepe counſel! then two, ſo con- 
ſequently are two than foure. But when ( in anſwer hereof) hee yowes and 

ſwearesto her thatthey areno lefſe his faithfall friends and ſervants than hee hers , 
then (with much alacrity and joy) ſhee yeelds therennto, fo they confirming 
this their agreement with many oathes, and ſealing it with a world of 
kifſes, hee leaves this his faire ſweer-heart in bed, and at breake of day departs 
from her, and ſo hies him home to his owne Lodging to his two companions 
Aftonicurand Donato, who ( the premiſes conſidered) doe perfeQiy know, at what 
midnight Maſſe he hath beene, what ſhrine he hath viſited, and what Saint adored and 
prayed to. 

4 Some three houres after they all call for their breakfaſts, the which as ſoone as they 
have taken and ended, ( for ſtillas yet the winde is contrary for them to ſer ſaile for 
Venice) Moroſcai prayes them forthwith to walke with himup to the Dowo (or Cathe- 
drall Church) of that Citie which ſtands over it on a high rockie hill, andthere proud- 
ly lookes up toward the Mountaines of Loretto, and Recogagti, and downe tothe azurd 
plaines and valleyes of the Adriatique Sea (whereon Boreas rings his Northerne peales, 
and Neptuee danceth his Southerne Layolta's. ) So here in this famous Church, 
( which was built for offering up religious prayers ro God, and not for making up bloo- 
dy conferences and contrats to, and with the devill) Moroftui firſt acquainrs them 
with this buſinefſe, and with his, and his Tmperices moſt earneſt prayers, and affe= 
ionace requeſts for their aſſiſtance therein , Sirh the life of her old doating Hus- 
band was nolefſe their afflition and miſery, then this his death would infallibly 
prove their proſperity, triumph and glory , becauſe ſhee was formerly contraQedro 
himſelfe, long before hee married her -: which ſhee was enforced and conſtrained 
todoe through the cruelty and tyrannie of her Father. - Now as their needs not ma- 

ny good words and perſwafions to bafe hearts, and poſtnred and prophane ſoules, who 

of rhemſelyes arc already diſpoſed ro wicks:dnefſe, aud prepared to (infall ations; 

$0 (becauſe of Moroſeni'; old friendſhip and familiarity, of zaperiar beauty, and her 

old husband . Palmerivys his exceeding great wealth and riches) theſe two gracelefſe 

wretches 4ſtovicws and Dongte doe cheerefully promiſe Morofrwi, the very _ 


- 
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of their polible powers for the accompliſhment hereof, wherean they all three doe _ 


there ſolemnly and interchangeably give rheir hands and oarhes, as affo for erermall 
ſecrefie, Which done they rerame co their Lodging ;and at dimner(when they had puir- 
poſely ſent away their Seryants, as alſo thoſe of the honſe) they in'very grear glaffes of 
Albz1is wine, doe on their knees drinte healthsto the profperitie of chis their intended 
great boſinefſe: The whichafter dinner Morofini(with much j6y) fully relates to his 7wpe- 
ris, and ſhee (for her tu rgrs receives it fromhim'withnolefſe delight and 
exhilaration. Vhen being (as ſtrongly ſeduced and provokedby theirlafcivious defires 

as they were meerely propagated and engendered by the Devill who was the firſt and 
folc Author thereof) impatient of all delayes they conclude to finiſh this baſineſſe the 
ſecond night after, which (asIhave beene credibly informed in Ancops ) was theyery 
Eve of the purification of che bleſſed Virgin Mey fo famons and famouſed in Zorerto, and 
and hereon theſe our two laftfalland lewd Lovers Moroſisj and 7eperis doe give and rake 
exatt and cnrioos direQtions each fremother, bothof rhe honre and the manner ,thereby 
theberter todifſpatch it, with lefſe danger and more affarance and facilirie ; And rhey are 
ſo laſcivious in their wiſhes, fo vaine and prophane in heir hopes,ſo crucll and inhumane 
in their deſires, and(o fierce and bloody in their reſolations, as they chink every houre 
an.age before they ſee ir effefted. 

All ehis white our innocentand harmeleffe old Palmeriv;, albeit he have the will, but not 
the power to pleaſe his young wife Jevperis by _— yet by day ( yeaandalmoſt eyery 
day)he hath both the power and will to beftow fore rich gifrs and prefenrs on her, and 
toraine downe ſhowers of Gold into her hap, - as Jove did to his faire Dange, and as one 
way he held it his felicity co gaze & comerplate on the excellency of her pure beanty,ſo 
againe he made it his delight and glory to ſee her flant ir ont in rich} and brave apparell, 
and alſo to provide her the moſt rareft Viands and'daintieftdyet thar goid or filver could 
procure. But poore Palmerixs(all this coſt and conrtefte of thine to thy wife notwithſtan- 
ding) I am enforcedto write with equall pitey to rhee, and ſhame to her, lirtle doſtthon 
conceive or thinke, whata dangerous Cockatrice or pernitions Vipet thon harboureſt in 
harbouring hec in thy Houfe, thy Bed, thy Boſome, 
"The difmall night being now come, which theſe foure execrableperſons have defigned 
- anddeftined for the finiſhing of this deplorablebuſineſſe. It is no ſooner twelve ofthe 
Clock by Morofenies wateh,bur hee with 4 and Doweto{( with their Rapiers and 'Pi- 
ſtols withour any light)iflae forth their lodging, and preſently trip to Palmerivs houſe, 
where (according to promiſe ) rhey findehe fireetdoore dlittleopen and rmperia(asd fu- 
ry of hel )chereready toreceivethem, when although ir were arime and'phace farmore 
fitter for them to rremble than kifſe;yer ſo fervent is the fire of Morofiw# Bt Torperiar haftivis 


ous & fariousaffetion;asrthey cannot yet refraine n_—_ eachotherone, or twoat - 
yo 


teaft. When leaving Dopato(with his Rapier drawne)cloſe wirhim-the doore, togutard and 
make good againftalloppoſing andintervening accidents, Morofini leads Impertd by het 
right arme, & 4f#onjcus by the left, and ſofor rhemore ſecurity (purpoſely) leaving rheir 
ſhoesbelow with Doza und drawing on wollen pampes, they all three aſcend the ſtaires 
when ſhe (with wonderfull filence) firſt conduts then to her owne chamber (which'was 
ſame twodiſtant from => Cryroy amo the rn WH age | yodrncl 
wax candle borningon her table, and her prayer e by ir wherein(ſtill expe [ 
houre of midnight) ſhe filently read whiles the Devill held the candle ro her, here 
gives each ofthem a pillow to work this darnnable fat, e's (ently piven ſack order. 
that her basbarids Nephew Richordo, and all the ſervant the houſe; weregohetbb 
abovethree houres before : Thus this treachefous ſhe deyill Impein forTcanno more 
tearme hers woman,” much lefſe «wife, and feaſt of all 4 Chriftian)'is the farallgnidero 
bloody Meroſar and v/; who brings them firſt*rothe doore of her ofd His 
bend Palmporter his'Chamber, which ſhee hid purpoſely left liccleopen, andthen tor 
hisbed, : whois deeply” and ſoundly fleepingin hisinnocency rowards them, + _ 
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were bur top too wide waking in their invererate malice againſt him, ſhee keeping che 
doore, and Moroſivs ſtanding by one fide of the bed, and 4ftowicxs by the other, they there 
(in regard of his impotencie and weakenefle) doe eaſily ſtifle him ro death, not ſo much 
5 ering bim.eicher once ro crie orſcreech , and then to make ſure worke, they ſpee- 
dily and violenely chruſt a {mall Orenge- into his mouth, thereby the berter ro cover and 
i out this their yillavie ro the world, in making all men beleeve,thar it was Polmerins 
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himſelfe who bad pur that Orenge into his owne mouth, thereby purpoſely to deſtroy 
himſelfe ; when leaviog his breathlefſe body in his bed , they ſecretly ifſue forth che 
Chamber. and ſhe drawes faſt the doore after her;and ſo deſcends with them downe the 
ſtaires tothe ſtreert-doore, where with much triumph, joy, and thankes betweene them 
all, Moroſesi giving his 1mperis many kifles, and ſhee defiring them all three immediately 
to repaire to their Lodgings, and pot to tirre thence rill they heare from her, which ſhee 
protniſeth Moroſe#j ſhall be as ſoone as conveniently and poſſibly ſhee can , they depare 
home : When ſhee firſt ſoftly bolting rhe ſtreert-doore, and then her owne Chamber- 
doore, ſhee preſently (with much ſecuritie, and no. repentance) betakes her (elfe to 
her. bed, where ( vilde wretch that ſhee is ) ſhee no more wakes for griefe at-the 
life, but now fleepes for joy at the death of her old doating Husband Palaerigs. 
But wee ſhall not goe farre, before wee ſee God convert theſe her trinmphs into 
reares, and this her falſe joy into true miſerie and confuſion for the ſame : The 
manner thus. - 

, Whiles Moroſini, Aſtovicus, and Donato doe in their Lodging , for joy of this their 
bloudie fact, carowſe the remainder of the night, and the next morning keepe their 
beds till nine of the clock, without once thinking of God or Heaven , or of fearing 
either Hell qr Satan , 1mperis putting an Angels' face, on. her divellifly heart , goes 
(according to her accuſtomed manner) abour ſixe of the clock in the morning away 
with her waiting-maid, and her prayer-booke and beads in hand, to heare Maſfe at Saint 
Francis ( which is the Gray-Fryers) Church neereto the Jewes Street, with an intene 
ro ſtay there in her Oraiſons cill paſt eight. Bur ler che reader judge, with what a pro- 
phane zeale and prodigious and impiousdeyotion ſhe doth it as alſo farther know,that 
God who is the great Judge of Heaven and Earth (in his facred Juſtice) is now reſolved 


to bring this lamentable murthering of Polmerins to detetion and light,and toproclaime 
and pl ie tothe fight and knowledge of the world by a way no lefle ſtrange than 
remarkable. + : -- | 


Within lefſe than halfe an houre that Tevperis went away to Maſſe to Saint Francis 
Church, an Inne-keeper of Loretto, who dwelr there at the ſigne of the Crowne,named 
arrives there in Aucons to Polarerins houſe, with a Letter for him from his 
. who ſpeaking with his Nephew Richardo, hee delivereth and ſendeth 
to his Unckle; who then opening the Latch of his Chamber doore, hee 


he 
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rant the contrarie.. For Kichardo (who was of a pregnant wir, and of a (harpe and quicke 


apprehenſion) conſidering that theſe were Moroſeri's Gloves which hee found there in 
his Unckles chamber , and his memorie.now telling his hearr, what laſcivious daliances 
and obſcene embraces and familiaricie his eyes had lately ſeene and knowne betweene 
him and his Aunt -peris, as alfo that Gud hererofore prompted and informed his 
{oule, thar they both had an equall ſhire and hand 1n this Jamenrable murther of his 
Unckle, and that it was farre better for him juſtly co ruine her now, then ſhe unjaitly ro 
begger bim hereafcer : Hee therefore (with rearcs in his eyes) prayes the ſervanrs ro 
ſtay a licele while in the chamber with his dead Urckle tj] his retarne ; and then (with 
thoſe Gloves in his pocket.and this Letrer in his hand) he ſpeeds away to the Podeſtate 
(or criminall Judge) of this Citie, named Seignior Lxdovicws Ceranno, and in a paſſio- 
nate and forrowfull ſpeech makes him know as much as himſelfe knowes of this lamen- 
table marther of his Unckle Palmerins, for the waich hee ſtrongly chargeth AMoroſiei 
and his ſaid Aunt 1wprria co be the Author and Actor, and (» craves Juſtice on them 
both for the ſame. This grave perſonage is very ſorrowtall at this lamentable acci- 
denr, and likewiſe at this relation and accuſation of Richards, as well for the manner 
thereof, as for the qualicie of the perſons who he heares and fear2s are intereſted herein, 
when wa'king a turne or two, deepely contemplating hereon in his chamber, he ſirs 
himſ*Ife downe in his Chaire, 2nd then (bidding Richardo approach neerer to him) he 
ſerionſly d:mands of him th<ſe foure Queſtions. Firſt, if he were affured-thar theſe 
were Moroſfini's Gloves ; to which Richardo anſwered , he perfettly knew them to be 
his, for that he had ſcene him weare them three or foure ſeveral! times. Secondly, 
where Moroſeni was lodged in that Citie ; whereat he replyed, that he and his rwo afſo- 
ciates, Aſtonicus and Donato, lay at the figne of the Ship upon the Key. Thirdly, where 
he thought his Aunt T-peris now was ; whereat he tells him, ſhe is now in Saint Francis 
Church, in herdevotions, And fourthly, what Letter that was which he held faſt ſealed 
in his hand; when he alſo informed him, that this was the yery ſame Letter which he 
formerly told him of, the which Seignior Boedino (the Father ro his Aunt 1-peris ) ſent 
to his Ulnckle this morning from Loreto, by an Inne-keeper of that Towne , named 
Avtonio Herbas, whom he ſaid he had brought along with him to afhrme fo much, the 
which being called upybefore the Podeſtare, he upon his corporall Oath did ſo: when 
the Podeſtate raking that Letter from Richardo, and breaking up the ſeales rhereof, he 
findes it to ſpeake this languzge, 


BonDino to PALMERIUS 


T was 4 ſenſible griefe 10 me, when 1 firſt heard of Moroſini's' errivall from Turkie to An- 
cona ; but ferre the greater , when I ſince underſiand of his long and lingring ſtay there * 
end to write thee the trnth of my heart, my thoughts by day, and my dreamer by night, doe ſtill 
prompt and aſſure me, that at it is likely he will attempt ſomething againſt the Chaſtlitie of thy 
Wife my Daughter , ſo it «© not impoſſoble for hies likewiſe t0 plot ſomewhat againſt thine owne 
life., for by nature and inclination 1 heare be is very malicious anil'revengefull. "Tf be depart 
ſpeedily to Venice, then burne this Letter in Ancona (which I zow'ſend thee thave by my neigh- 
bour Antonia Herbas ;) but if he farther protrat? bis ſtay there, then ſpeedily bring 1hy ſelfe 
and thy Wife away to me here in Loretto; where my Houſe ſhall be'# SanGuarie-for her, and 
4 Coſile and Cittadel for thy ſelfe * Slight not this my carefull and tender advice to thee, but 
rather reſolve with confideace', that 8s God gave it firſt to my heart, ſo from wy heart 1'moſÞ 
affeFionately now ſend it to thee, TEL = 
} | 2B 0X5 1'N 04 


.: ThePodeſtate being aſcertained. of all theſe Evidences; from the confeflion of R3- 


chardo, the Gloves of Moroſini, the Letter of Boadino , and Ot” 
31 Herbat, 


- 
> 


* tina We 4 nn. TRIoATs a7 ESSE. . 


46 


464 


' Gods Revenge againſt Murther. Booke V 1 


Herbs, although hereupon he verily beleeves that Palmerins was ſtifled in his bed by his 
Wite Imperis and her lover Moroſisi, yet (38 a wiſe Judge and a prudent Magiſtrace) he 
will informe his knowledge of one important point more, for the better diquiſition 
and vindication of the truth of rhis deplorable buſineffe : He will not ſend any fub- 
ordinare Officer, bur a private friend of his, to the Hoaſt of the Ship upon th: Key, 
where Moroſini lodged, whoſe name he now knowes to be 8tephano Fundi, and that (in 
favour of a Cup of Wine ) he ſhould conrteouſly allare him home to his houſe and pre. 
ſence, the which that friend of his performes , where the Podeſtate then told him, 
that he hath beene informed by divers, that he is an honeſt man, and therefore in 
friendly ſort he prayes him to anſwer him the truth of three demands which he ſhall 
make unto him. Firſt, if Morofiei and his friends 4ſtovicur and Donato lay in his honſe 
all che laſt night, or if not when chey went abroad, and at what houre returned. When 
Fund; ( pertorming his dutie and reverence to the Podeſtate) cells him, that they all 
three went forth of his houſe together the laſt night wich their Rapi: rs, without any 
lighgs, a little after twelve of the clocke, and returned home againe alittle before rwo, 
as neere as he could gueſſe. Secondly, the Podeſtate ſhewes him rhe Gloves, and ask+ s 
of him, if he chought theſe were Aforoſtzi's ; to the which he anſwered, he did affure 
himſelte they were , for that he had many times feene him weare them. Thirdly, he 
enquires of him,if he knew where Moreſ#ni, 4ftonicus,and Dongio now were; whercunto 
he made anſwer , that after they came home to his houſe the laſt nighe, they merriiy 
carowſed and dranke in their Chamber till fix of the clock inthe morning, that they 
then went to their beds, and there as yet they all lay ſoundly fleeping, The Podeſtate 
having thus happily cleared all cheſe rubs, he makes no doubr they were the murtherers 
of Palmerius, and therefore reſolves ſpeedily ro lay ſure hold of them all. Bur he is 6 
ſolid and wiſe in his adminiſtration of Juſtice,as he will adde ſubtilcie to his power,and 
diſcrerion to his authoritie. Firſt therefore in friendly manner he confines F»gdi toa 
Chamber here in his owne houſe, to preyent-that he ſhould not returne home to tell 
tales ro Moroſini and his aſſociates, Then he preſently ſends away two of his owne 
{onnes, who were gallant young Gentlemen, named Seigaior Alkexandro and Thowaſo Ce- 
ranno (who were iguorant of all this matter) with his Coach to Saint Francis Church, 
and when they there ſee the faire Gentlewoman 7evperis to iflue for-h, then in courteons 
manner not to faile to bring her away in Coach with them to his houſe, arder pretext 
and colour,that the Lady Hozoris their Mother doth deſire to ſee arid ſpeake with her, 
and that ſhe will p!-aſe topaſſe one houre with her in her Garden, with whom and where 
ſhe (by the way of viſits) had formerly ſometimes beene. Theſe two young Gentlemen 
(in obedience to their Fathers commands) drive away to that Church , and preſently 
eſpic Imperig on her knees, who now riſeth and goes forth ; they follow her, and in the 
ſtreer,with their Hats in their hands,doe preſent their Lacy Mothers requeſt and errand 
to her, a+ wee have formerly heard.  1wperis knowing them to be the Podeſtatcs two 
ſoanes, ſhe ar firſt is ſo infinicely perplexed, grieved,and amazed herear, yea, ſhe is here- 
upon vexcd-and cormented in ſo ſtrange a manner , that with much perturbation of 
mind, ſhe now (through her foule and guiltie conſcience) lookes pale for ſorrow, and 
preſently redagaine for ſhame; ſo char in the turning of a hand, and twinkling of an eye, 
he exchangeth. the Lillies of her cheekes into Roſes, and thoſe Roſes as ſaone againe 
into Lillies.-But then (fearing her leaſt,when ſhe had all the reaſons of the world 
both codovbr and feare it moſt) ering chat the Podeſtate and the Lady his Wiſe - 
were her kinde and honourable good friends, and had now ſent their Coach for her, as 
alſo obſerving the faire carriage and courteous language of theſe two her young ſonnes 
cowards hers;ſhe then (being blinded by the Devill) doth fo wholly forget both her 
crime and her danger, her jadgement and her ſelfe, rhat rejeQing her feare, and com- 
poſing her countenance to a modeſt chearetulnefſe , ſhe willingly obeyes the Mothers 
commands, and accepts of the Sonnes courtefic, and ſo goes along home wich _— 
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their Coach, where being arrived, Theſe ewo young Gentlemen , doutſher and con» 
ducher up rothegallery, where notthe Lady their Mother , bur che Podefſtare their 
Father, (accompanied with rwo other grave Officers of juſtice atterd her comming. 
Their very firſt Gght is ſuftciently capable ro daunt her courage with feare, and to rrant- 
pierce her heart andfſoule with ſorrow z When the Podeſtare calling her to him , hee 
with a ſterne countenance. gives her this thundering peale for hzr gooadmorrow and 
breakfaſt. Thar he is ſorry roſee that fo faire a Gentlewoman as her ſelfe , ſhonld har- 
bour and enthrine ſo foule a heart, That her good old Husband Seigeior Polmer3usis this 
morning found ſtifled to death in his bed with an Orenge in his mouth, and tha: he borh 
thinks and eflures himſelfe, it is doneby her, and by her bloody Ruffan and Enamou- 
rato Moroſtni, tor the which he faith he is conſtrained (in honour to juſtice) to m+ke her 
Priſoner to the Pope his Holinefle, his Soveraigne Lord and Maſter , whereat this falfe 
hypocrite Jmperis (with a world of ſighes andreares cries our and tels him, that (he 1efe 
her old husband Pelmerix; in perfett health in his bed this morning, that therefore ſhee 
hoperh and craſteth in God he is not murckered, or if he be, rhat it muſt needs be done 
by his wretched Nephew R3chardo, who impatiently gapedand hoped for his great wealch 
andriches, or elſe by ſome Devill in his ſhape, of his ſeducing and hiring h'm thereun- 
to. That Meoroſeei is not her Rufhan or Enamourato, bat abrave Marchant by his pro- 
feſſion, and an honourable Gentleman of Yericehy birth and extration , and thar ſhze 
dares. pawne her life for his, that they are both of them as innocent of th's foule crime 
as the infants who were borne bur the laſt night, andchat ſhe hath farre more reaſon ro 
weepe -for the death of her hasband, than any way to feare her own life , becauſe 
ſhe knowes that God is the defender of innocents, and the prote@&or of the rig". 
reous, with many other paſſionate and fortowfull ſpeeches condufting and looking 
that way ; but theſe her ſpeeches and teares'tannot! prevaile with the Podeſtate, for 
both he and his two Collegues do yet firmely beleeve thar ſhe is guilty of chis inhu- 
mane murther ; So he impriſoneth her in a chamber of his own houſe tor thar dzxy, and 
intends atnight ro ſend her rothe common Goaſe of that City. Now as ſhe is led along 
berweene two Uſhers (or Serjeants through a lower roome , where all the Pod+ſtares 
Servants and ſome few others of theCity were flocked thicher to ſec her p fi by, ſhe in- 
finitely morecaring for her Mo-eſ6#i's life, and fearing his death than her own , iris her 
chance to efpie Aterceorio (whom we bave formerly underfiood ſhe ſent with her Eerrers 
to him to Conſtantinople and Aleppo, and knowing that the Serjzants wonld then difficale- 
ly permit her to ſpeak with any of che company, ſhe amidſt her teares berhinks her ſelfe 
of.# prerty policy; for as the paſt cloſe by Mercario ſhe parpoſely lers fall her gloves and 
wethandkerchiefe for him ro take up. che which he'doth; and as he was ſtoopingro «F- 
fe& ir; ſhe ſecrerly andſwiftly ronnds himin his eare thus, I pray go inſtantly npon the 
Kay to Morofenirlodging, and tell himthatLam apriſoner inthe Podeſtates houſe, for 
the bufinefſe he:knowes of, and therefore that he (and 4ftonirus and Dovats) *o ſpeedi- 
ly provide for their ſafety, as alſo thar'if T'had a thouſand lives T would willingly loſe 
and-facrifice them all for ropreſerve his, andrhat Iwill live and dye bis moſt loving friend 
and fairhfull handmaide , the which as ſoone as ſhe had uttered, ſhe isimpriſonedin a 
dark Chamber : where {he hath none but herguiley conſcience, the bare walles, and the 
two Serjeants for her miſerable comforters; and yethere (rhioking cobreath and draw 
ſome hope among all herdifpaire and ſorrowes, ſhe prayes one of the S2rjzants tore- 
poreher humble ſervice to the Lady Hoporie the Podeſtates Wife, and to pray her toob- 
lige:;and honourher ſo mach as toſee and ſpeak a word with her. Bur ſhe having beene 
informed by the Judge her Husband that he abſolutely held and beleeved her tobe rhe 
murtherer of her own Husband Seigzior Palmerins, ſhe was too honourable to grant 11;- 
perig-this i courtefie, andtherefore (in deteſtation of her'foule fi&) highly diſdained co 
afford her this charity andconſolation,' and fo flatly denies either to ſee or fpeake with 
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And now dothe Podeſtate, and his two Colleagues fir and debate in councell with 
themſclyes, how and in what manner to ſurprize Moreſiei, Aftenicue, and Dowato, for - 
alchovgh they are not ſure, yet by their abſence the laſt night from cheir lodging with 
Aorsſini they think that they two are acceflaries with him herein Firſt, they are of opi- 
nion to ſeize on their ſhip, which 18 at anchor in the Roade, rermedthe Realto of Ve. 
nice (a name I think derived and taken from the Merchants Exchangeofthat Ciry rear- 
med the Realto, or elſe from the Realto Bridge, which(for one Arch) is doubtlefſe the 
rareſt, faireſt, and richeſt Bridge of the world) which ſhip was of ſome three hundred 
Tunnes.,and bore ſome twenty peeces of Ordnance,and then preſently after to ſeize on 
themſelvesin their lodging. But upon more mature deliberation, they reſolve to aban- 
don this their opinion, and ſo roſcize on their perſons, butnot toarreſt or make ſtay 
of rheir ſhip ; and although their zeale ro juſtice, and haſte for theirapprehenfion be ye- 
ry great, yet Mercario out of his reſpeQs to 7wperis, and affetion to Moroſcei t on 
through the by-ſtreers and neereſt way to the Key ſo ſwiftly , as he had already ſecretly 
related him and his two conſorts the ſorrowfall newes which Tavperis ſent them by him. 
Whereat with fearc in their hearts and courages, and amazement intheir lookes and 
conntenances, they all three leape from their beds to their ſwords, diſcharge their 
. Inne, pack up their Truacks and baggage, and reſolve with all poſlible ſpeed ro 
flye co their ſhip, and then if not with, yer againſt the windes to-pur into Sea, 
and for their ſafety ro leave 4ncons, and fayle for Venice. Bur yer here Moroſints 
heart is perplexed with a thouſand torments to anderſtand of his Twperia's emi- 
nent and apparent danger, and with many Hels inſtead of oneto ſee that hee muſt 
now thus ſuddenly leave her deere fight and company, which hee every way 
eſteemes no lefſe than either his earthly felicity , or his Heaven upon Earth. Bur 
here againe violently called away by the importunate cryes of 4ftosicy; and Donato, and 
yet farre more by the conſideration of his own proper feare and danger ; Merc ariois no 
ſooner ſtollen away from them, bar they all three with their ſwords drawne ruſh downe 
the ſtayres with equall intentsand reſdlution toexchange their Inne for their ſhip, and 
thereby ro metamorphole their danger into ſecurity ; Bur they ſhall ſee rhat theſe 
weak and reeling hopes of theirs will now deceive them. For they finde all doores 
of their Inne lockt within fide , andfurrounded and beleagured without , with many 
armed Serjeants, Souldiers, and Citizens for their apprehenſion : And although Moro- 
ſon), Aſtovicws, and Dowato, were ſoinflamed with their youthfull blood and courage, as 
they - were once generouſly reſolved to ſell their lives deerely , and with their Piſtols 
and Swords to prefer an honourable toan infamous death, yer being farre oyermaſtred 
with numbers and therefore enforced to take a Law of the ſtronger, Whereunto they 
the ſooner hearken and conſent, in regard the Serjeants and Officers do politickly cry 
out tothem , and pray themto yeeld , as affirming that to their knowledge theirreſ0- 
lation and feare doth far exceed the danger oftheir offences. They make a vertue of 
neceſſity, and nnlocking the doores of their Inne and Chambers, do cheerefully yeeld 
pp their perſons, Piſtols,and Swords to the "_ Officers of Juſtice, whoas ſoone con- 
veigh them all three ro the common Priſon of that City ,- which wasthe ſame wherein 
our not ſo ſorrowfull as unfortunate 7wperis wazalready entred, and where to her unex- 
preſlible griefe,and Moroſi#i'; unparallell'd afflitionand difconſolation, ſach exatt charge 
was given of the Podeſtare, and ſach curious heed obſerved and taken ofthe Goaler, 
that he could not poſſibly be permirred eirherto ſee or ſpeak with her, or ſhe with him, 
the which indeed they conceived to be far more ſharpe than their crime, and infinitely 
more bitrer than the conſideration either of their feare or danger. | 

Now the newes of thefe lamentable accidents being ſpeedily poſted from Ancoss to 
Loretto , our Imperias cruell Father Bondiwo no ſooner is aſcertained thereof, Bur ſeeing 
his ſonne in law Poweriz: murthered in his bed, and his:Wife and his owne- only 
Daughter Imperis (with her Ruffian Moroffei and his rwo conſorts) to be impriſoned - 
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the authors, and attors thereof, he for the love he bore to her life and che tender pitry 


. and ſorrow hefelt of the infamy of her approaching death, ſaddenly fals ſick, and dies ; 


whereof his impriſoned daughter Tovperis underſtanding, ſhe (inregard of his former ſe- 
yerity towards her)is ſo much paſſionate, and ſolirtle compatlionarezas ſhe rather rejoy- 
ceth than lamenteth at ir, Onely the prayes God to forgive his loule of chat cruelty of 
his in enforcing her to marry Palmerins, which (he knowesto be the origin all cauſe , and 
farall cloud from whence have proceeded all theſe diſmall ftormes of »Mi&ion, and tem- 
peſts of untimely death, which the feares malt very ſhortly befallboth her ſelfe, and her 
ſecond ſelfe Moroſeas. 

Whiles thus Afonicus and Donatogrieve at their hard fortune and danger , and Me- 
roſes and _ do reciprocally more lament and ſorrow for their ſeparation thao for 
their impriſonment, and that the Podeſtate andother Officers of juſtice of 4»co:aarc 
reſolved firſt ro informe the Pope, and then ro expect his holincfſe pleaſure for the ar- 
raignement, and puniſhment of theſe foure priſoner, ir pleaſed Gad exceedingly to 
viſite the Towne of Loretto, and eſpecially the City of Azcons with the Plague, whereof 
many thouſands in a few moneths were ſwept away, ſo by ſpeciall commiſſion and order 
from Rowe, they (in company of divers other Prifoners) are conveyed co the City of Po- 
leguio, rwo ſmall dayes journey from Ancone, andthere to be arraigned and tried upon 
their lives and deaths; at which time as they paſt by the o!d, liztle Ciry of Tolentino 
where I then (in my intended trayels towards Rowe) lay upon my recovery of 2 burging 
Feaver,; When | fay, the nature of their crimes, and the quality of their perſons made 
my curioficy ſoambitious , as toſe2 and obſerye them in their evera!! Chambers of the 


Inne where chey that night lay which was at the figne of the Popes Armes, as for 4fori- 


cus a11d Donatol found them ro be rather (ad chen merry; Aforoſeni to be farre more mer- 
ry than. wiſe, and Jmperia to bee infinitly. more faire than fortunate, and all of 
them ro bee lefſe torcrowfall for their affiiion and danger, than for the cauſe 
thereof. | | 

Within three houres of their arrivall to Folzgezo they are all foure convented before 
the rwo criminall Jadges, who are purpoſely ſent from Rome thither, and arethere, and 
then ſeverally charged with this foule murther of ſtifling co death the old Signior Palme- 
ris 10 his bed, which all and eyery one of chem apart doe ſtiffely deny, Notwith- 
ſtanding that Fxzdi the Hoaſt, and Richardo the Nephew , give in evidence of 
firong preſumprion againſt chem , and alſo notwithſtanding of 0: oft#i's Gloves and 
Boxdinos L:tcer written to his Sonne in law Palmerins, and delivered by Herbas 2s we have 
formerly underſtood. Bat theſe rwo grave and prudent Judges, yer ſtrongly ſuſpeting 
the contrary, they will got be deladed with che airy words, and (ugred ſpeeches and prc- 
teſtz;ions of their pretended innacency, but conſult berweene themſelves what here to 
reſulye on for the vindication of this trath ; ſo at laſtthey hold ir expedient and requi- 
ſite firft toexpoſe 4toricer to the tormenrs of the Rack,the which(he being a ſtrong and 
robuſtuous man) he endureth , witha firme reſolution and conſtancy every way above 
himſelfe, and almoſt beyond belicfe, and ſtill confefleth nothing, bur his innccency 
and ignorance of this deplorable fat, whereof the Judges reſting nor yer fati-- 
fied, they within an houre after adjadge Dozeto to the rortures of the Scarpines, 


Who being a little timbred man, of a pale complexion and weak conſtitution of body, 


his right foot no ſooner feeles the unſufferable. fury of the fire, and his rormen- 
ters then confidently promiſing him all defired fayour from his Judges if hee 
will confefſe the truth, bur after ſome ſorrowfull teares, and pitcifull cries hee 
fully and amply doth, and in the ſame manner and forme, as in all its circumſtances 
we have formerly underſtood, The which when the Judges heare of, they cannor 
refraine, firſt from admiring and wondring thereat, and then from Jamentigg thar 


' perſonages of their ranke and quality ſhould be the authors and aQors of fo foule and 


lawentable'a murther, eſpecially of this faire Gn: vomen Imperis to her own good 
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old Husband Palmerins. Now by this time alſo are Moroſtei, Imperis, and 4ſtonicus acquain- 
ted with this fatall confeſſion and accuſation of Poneto againſt them for this murther, 
whereat they do infinitely lamentand grieve, becauſe they are thereby perfeQly aſſured 
that it hath infallibly made them all three liable, and obnoxions todeath, as alſo for thar 
their ſappoſed firme friend Dozatoproved himſelf fo falſe a man, and fo true a coward to 

' be the cauſe thereof, wherein they ſo much forger themſelves, as they do not once think, 

and they will not therefore remember, that the deteCtion of this their foule marcher 

proceeded immediately from Heaven, and originally from the providence and juſtice of 
theLord of Hoſts. 

The very fame afternoone, the Jadgesſent for Morofisi, Tmperia , and Aſtonicas to 
appeare before them in their publick tribunall ofJaſtice , where they firſt acquaine and 
charge them with Donatos confeſſion and accuſation againſt them for murthering of pal- 
everius , -whereat they are ſo far from being any way diſmayed or danted, asthey all do 
deny, and refell his accuſation, and ſo in high termes do ſtand upon their innocency, and 
juſtification. But when they ſee Donato broughtinto the court inachaire, (for his fiery 
rorments of the Scarpines, had ſo cruelly ſcorched, and pittifally burnt away the fleſh of 
the ſole of his right foot, almoſt ro the bone that he was wholly unable either to goor 
ſtand) and that they were to be confronted face to face with him, as alſo they beiog alſo 
hotly terrified and threatned by the Jadges with the torments of the Rack and Scar» 
pines, then God was ſo gratious to their heartsand ſomercifull to their ſoules, that 
they looking mournfully each at other, ſhe weeping, and they ſighing, and all of them 
deſpairing of life, and too perfe&ly affured of death, they all confefſe the whole truth of 
this foule fa of theirs, and fo confirme as much as Dongto had formerly affirmed of this 
their bloody crime of murthering Psmeriws in his bed ; when one of theſe two reverend 
and grave Judges immediately thereupon docondemne them all foure tobe hanged the 
next morning at the common place of execution of that City ; although Dosezo becauſe 
of his confeſſion hereof (in vaine) flattered himſelfe that he ſhould receive a pardon for 
his life; So they are all ſent back to their priſon from whence they came, where all the 
courtefee which the importunate requeſts of Aſoroin3, and the inceflant fighes and tears 
of Tmperia can obtaine of their Judges is, that rhey grant them an houre of timeto ſee, 
converſe, and ſpeak one with the other that nighcin priſon, in preſence of their Goalers, 
and ſome other perſons before they dye. When Moryfinibeing guided rowards her cham- 
ber, ſuch is the weaknefſe of his Religion towards God, and the fervency (or rather the 
exorbitancy) of his affeftiontowards her,that as he paſſeth from chamber cochamber. he 
is ſo far from once thinking, mnch leffe fearing of death, as he abſolutely beleeves he is 
going toa victory, andatriumph, here Xoreſi#j with a world of ſighs throwes himſelfe 
into his Teperis's neckand breſt ; and here Imperis with a whole deluge of teares imbra- 
ceth and encloy ſterechher Moroſisi in her armes, when aftera thouſand kiffes, they beg 
pardonone of another, for being the effentiall and aQuall cauſe each ofothers death, and 
do enterchangeably both kifſe and ſpeak, ſometimes privately, and moſt rimes pub» 
lickly before the ſpetators, that if thoſe reports be true which I firſt heard thereef in 
Tolentiuo,next in Foliguio, and laſtly in Rome, I fay rodepaint and repreſentir atlife in all 
ics circumſtances, I ſhould then begin a ſecond hiſtory, when I amnow on the yery point 
and period toend the firft, neither in my conceit isir a task either proper for meto un» 
derrake or pertinent for my pen to performe, becauſe (to ſpeak freely and ingenuouſ]y) 
I hold the grant and permiſſion of this their amoreus vific andinterview. in priſon be- 
fore they dye, to be every way more worthy ofthe pity than of the gravity or piety of 
their Judges. If therefore I do not content the curioſity, Iyer bopeT ſhall fatkfie the 
Judgement of my Chriſtian Reader,here briefly to ſignifie this their Timired hoore is no 
{ooner paſt, but to the ſharpe atfliAion of Morofisi, the bitter anxiery of 1mperis, they by 
their Goalers are ſeparated and confined to their ſeverall chambers, where (by the cha- | 
ricy of their Judges) they finde two Friers and two Nuns attendingrthem to Fee _ 
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ſoules for Heaven, und in alefſe yaine , anda more ſerious andreligions conference to 
enterraine both cheir time,and chemſelyes, from an earthly to the ſpeculacion and con- 
remplation of a divine and heavenly love, as aiſo from them ro Afonicus and Donato. 
Bat before I proceed farcher, we muſt ynderſtand ; that the ewo Friers have not 
beene with Moroſiei, and the two Nunnes with Ieperie above an boure, but by the two 
Judges there is a chiefe ſabordinare Officer of theirs ſent to priſon to tell Twperis , rhar 
her Uncle Seigaiar Alexandro Bondino, a great Senator and famous Judge of Rowe , hath 
obtained her pardon of this preſent Pope Yrbas the eighth. Bur ſhe is not ſo glad of chis 
newes, as{he ischen curious coenquire if her Moyoſeni be likewiſe pardoned, fo the Of- 
ficer rels her no, and char hee abſolately muſt ſuffer death , then ſhe weeps farre faſt+ 
er than ſhe rejoyceth, and affirmesthit ſhe will noc live bur dye. The Jadges ſend for 
her, and perſwade her tolive, but ſhe begs them as imporcunarely ro give Moroſini his 
life, as they doe her to accept and receive her own. They tell her they have nor the 
power to grant her the firſt, and ſhe replyes, that ſhechen hath nos the will ro embrace 
and entertaine the ſecond, They acquaint Moroſi#i herewith , whoby their order and 
by their ſelves do ſtrongly perſwade her hereunto, but her firſt anſwer and refolati- 
on is her laſt, chat ſhe will accept of nolife if he muſt dye, neicher will he refuſe any 
death conditionally that ſhe may live to ſarvive him. The two Friers and two Nunnes 
uſe their beſt arc and oratory roperſwade her hereunto, bat rhey m<er wich impoſſibi- 
liry co mike her affeftion to Moreſini, and her refolutioa to her lelfe flexible herenaro , 
Her lite is not halfe fo pretious to her as is his, for it ſhe had many as ſhe hathbar one, 
ſhe is both ready and reſolute to loſe and ſacrifice them all for his ſake, and would eſteem; 
it her feliciry that her death might redeeme and ranſome his like. The Jadges (our of 
their goodnefſe and charity) afford a whole day to invite and per{wade her hereunto, 
bur ſhe is till deafe to rheir requeſts, and (till one and the ſame woman, defirous ro 
live wich him, or conſtant andrefolute todyefor him. Therefore when nothing can 
prevaile wich her, becauſe dye he muſt, ſodye ſhe will; to the which ſhe cheerefally 
prepares her ſelfe, with an equall affe&ion and reſolution, which I rather admire than 
commend in her. 05194 
So the next morning they are all foure broughe tothe place of cemmon execution 
to ſuffer death. Where Dozato is firſt lifted up to the Ladder, who being faller 
of paine than words faid little in effet, but that hee wiſhed he had cither dy- 
ed in Cooftaniiuqple or Alepps; or elſe ſunke in the Sea before he came to Aacone; 
and not tq have here ended his dayes in miſcry and infamy. The next who was orde- 
red to follow him was #fonicws, who told the world boldly and plainly, thar hee 
cared leſle for his death than for the cauſe thereof, and thathe.loved Morofsilo perfet« 
ly and deerely, chat he rather rejoyced than grieved todye for him, only he repen- 
red himſelfe for afliſting co murther Peleerivs, and from his heart and foule beſeech- 
ed God to forgive it him, and ſo he wasturned over. Then Adorofesi aſcends the 
Lidder clad in a haire colour Satin face and a paire of Crimſon filke Steckings, 
with Garters and Roſes edged with filver lace, being ſo vaine in his carriage, ation; 
and ſpeeches, as before he once thought of God , he (with a warld of fighes) takes a ſo- 
lemne leave of his ſweet heart Jewperis, and wichall che powers of his heart and ſoule 
prayes her to accept of his life , and ſo co ſurvive him ; Hee makes an exatt and godly 
confeſſion ofhis finnesro God and the world ., and yer neyerthelefſe he is ſovaine in his 
affe&ion toward Ieperis, as he takes bart + | i: i/h;hea chooand lives hee 
would cheerefully loſe ghem all to \-.... 44 ſach was her 


deere and tender affeQion to hi;he Capirall City of Burgundy) named Mop; he lives; 
and yer ſhe <qually Fr ak 4 et ome} upwards , having beenatFfarcy 
ſhe hach not the powergtH,,qe) geycelers, and chaines of Pearle, for the which.oc My oy 
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Now although our Jeperis be here againe and againe ſolicited by the Tudges, Friers, 
and Nuns, ro — of her lite, yer ſhe ſeeing her other ſelfe Moroſoai dead, ſhe SER 
diſdainesto ſurvive him ; fhe hattvſo mach love in her heart, as ſhe now harh little life, 
and kfle joy in her looks and countenance. She aſcends he Ladder in aplaine black 
Taff-ra Gowne, a plaine thick ſet Ruffe, a white Lawne Quaife, anda long black Cy. 
preſſe vaile over her head witha white pair of Gloves, and her Prayer book in her hands. 
W hen being far more capable to weep than ſpeak, ſhe caſting a wondtifall {ad and for. 
rowfall look on her dead lover Aoroftai, after many volleyes offar fetchr fighes ſhe de- 
livers this ſhore ſpeech ro rhar grear concourſe of people who From City and Conntrey 
flocked thither ro ſee her andthem dye. Fre 

Good people: I had lived more heppy, and not dyed fo miſerable, if my Father Zoz. 
dino had not fo cruelly enforced me to marry Palmerins whom T could not love, andro 
leave Morofini., whom in heart and foule I ever affeted athquſand rimesdeerer chan 
mine own life , and may all Fathers whonow ſee my death , ' or (hal[Hereafter heare or 
reade this my Hiſtory be more pitifull and kfſecruell to their Danvghrers by hisexam- 
ple.'/1 do here now ſuffer many deaths in one to ſte that my Yeere' Morofiziis dead for my 
ſake, for had he nor loved me deerly and I him tenderly, he had never died for me, nor I 
for him, wich ſuch cheerfulnefle and alacrity as now we do. And here todeale truly with 
God and the World, although I conld never affe& or fancy my old hnsband Palmerins, 
yer now from my heartand foale I lament and repene tharever I was guilty of his inno- 
cent and untimely death , the which God forgive me, and I likewiſe requeſt yon all to 
pray anto God to forgive itme. And not roconceale or diflemble the truth of my hearr, 
I grieve not to dye. but rather becauſe I have no more lives to loſe for my Moroſeni's affe- 
Qion andſake. I have anddo devyourly pray unto God for his ſoule, and fol heartily 're- 
queſt and conjureyouall ro do for mine. Thus I commend you all to happy and proſpe- 
rous lives, my ſelfe to a pious and patient death in earth, and a joyfull and »lorious refur- 
retion in heayen, when ſigning her ſelfe ofcen with the figne of rhe Croffe, ſhe puls her 
vaile down oyer her face , and fo praying that ſhe might be buried in one and the ſame 
prave with Moroſi#3, ſhe bad the Executioner performe his office, who immediately turns 

r over. 

And ifreportsbe true. Never three young men, and one faire young Gentlewoman 
died more lamented and pitied than they. For Morofeidied with more refolution than 
repentance, and 7-peris with more repentance than reſolation, thus was rheir lives, and 
thas cheir deaths. May we extrat wiſdome our of their folly , and charity out of rheir 
cruelty, fo ſhall welive as happy asthey dyed miſerably,and finiſh our dayes and lives in 


as much contenrand tranquillicy as they ended theirs in ſhame, infawy, and confuſion. 
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HistrorkRy X X V I. 
Father Iuſtinian @ Prieft, aud Adtian a Iane-keeper poyſon De Laurier, who waz lodged iu his 
houſe, end then bury him in his Orchard; where a montih after a Wolfe digs bins wp, and devoures 


9 great part of his bod: ; which Father Tultinian aud Adrian wnderſianiing , they fie upon the 
ſowme, but are afterwards both of them apprebended and hanged for it, 


> 355 557 Here our hearts are given to covetouſnefſe , and cruelcy, there 
INS Nd ex) | is lirtie figne of grace, and thereforelefle hope of our proſpe- 
\ | | rity eicher in chis life, orthe next ; For choſe are fins which (o 
| eclipſe our jadgements, and obſcure and darken ourunder- 
| ſtandings, that we thereby run blindefolded, and headlong 
toall miſery and confuſion, and make our eftates ſodeſperate 
thar wee ſhall not deſerve tobe piried of others, becauſe wee 
I& Yo&/D would neither pity nor compaſllionate others ,, or. which js 
Wo 99005 + e Bf worle, ourſelves. A deplorable example whereof, this enſew= 
zilfpreſenc roourknowledge and confideration, inthe pexfopsof two exe- 
crable wrerches which did wilfully'caſt away themſelves , and their lives upoo foule and 
enormous motives: May 'we religiouſly reade'it ro the informationof our Conſcien- 
ces, the reformation of 6nr lives, | vice 20 = 


' A Rich Goldſmithof Djjo#(the Capirall City of Burgundy) named Monheur De Law- 
Iurier, aped of fSintthtetfore yerrs or upwards , having been at #fanchford Mort, 
id there ſold hit lewels! Bracelers, and chaines of Pearle, for the which.iie had chere 
received Tothe 1500 Oifwnes; a he returned homewatdawiuh all chat grear ſummgof 
Cc y! which he carried beks inde himio his Cloak-bag, 
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and ſome remaining jewels; and in a private leather girdle next to his body. It chanced 
that he fell ſick on the way ,. wbeteof finding himſelte jll and weak, and therefore both 
unwilling and anable to txavell, he 'got into.a poorecountrey Taverne upon the hi 
way, ſome five leagues off fromthe Towne of 8aliser, where he cook np his 1dging tor 
that night, and chere three other Merchanrs who were in his company (whereof one was 
of 4wxonm, and the other two of Trojer in Chempagee) very unkindely torſook him, and 
left him alone to himſelfe, His fickneſfle chat night conyrr. - goon gave him much 
paine and lictle reſt)henor liking his lodging, and fearing himlſelfe not ſafe there ; the 
next morning takes horſe, and yery ſoftly rides towards 84hynes, where he arrived about 
ſome two of the clock after dinner and went into the yery firſt Inne which he mer, at 
the exrreameſt end of the Towne, at the figne of S. Penis,whereot che Hoaſt of the houſe 
was named Adrjes, and his Wife 1ſebe/le, they were both of them about ſome forty yeeres 
old, yery ſhort of ſtatore , and weak of conſtitation of body, he of acole black connte-= 
nance, bur ſhe faire and ofa pale white colour , as for him he was of a diffolure life and 
carriage ,exrreamely givento wine and women. He was of poore parentage and borne 
to no meanes atall, bur ſhe was well deſcended, and broughrhim ar leaſt two chonſand 
Crownes to her portion in marriage, the which he had prodigally waſted, and deboſhed- 
ly ſpentand ſquandred away, in following of his vicious riots and obſcene pleaſures and 
prodigaliries : As for her, ſhe wasof a modeſt carriage and of a verruuus diſpoſition and 
inclination, ſo that by Antirhefis I may very well averre and aftirme, that his baſe vices 
made her ſweer vertnes the more apparant and conſpicuous, and her vertue his yices to 
all chat knew chem. She made chaſticy and picty robe rhe rwo ſweet ornaments, and Iu- 
meall yertuesof her life, yea to be the Elixar of her life, avd the life of her ſoule. Ir was 
therefore an extreame griefe to her heart, and a matchlefſe rorment to her minde, to ſee 
the ſordid ations and humors of her Hasband, as being every way more capable to piry 
than roremedy them. She grieved wſee how b*-cauſe he would not ferve God, ſhe could 
not ſerve him,and therefore that he had viciouſly ſpent ſo much, as now in a manner he 
had almoſt nothing more lefrro ſpend. The fight and knowledge whereof drownes all 
the plesſures of her life , infomuch as ſhe could ſacrifice ro norhing bur co ſorrow and 
repentance, and that which grieved her moſt and worſt of all,was to ſee rbar he diſdai- 
ned her adviſe and counſell, and that he was ſo farre from reformation, as his vices 
grew and encreaſed with his yeares : and had now not only taken upa habic bur a ſecond 
nature in the perverſity of his lewd ations and affeftions. All the Lilies ofher joyes and 
the Roſes of her content were turned into thornes of griefe, and briers and thiftles of 
her vexation, inſomuch as ſhe was farre more able to figh than to ſpeak forth her Cala- 
mities and miſeries. He loved not his houſe, and which was worſe he hated her 
company, yea his eſtare was ſo miſerable, ſo deplorable, as he never converſcd with 
God in prayer., ard very ſeldome frequented his Church , the Serviceor Sacraments, 
and 'to ſhew himfſelfe che more prophane, hee hared all Prieſts and/Preachers| of 
Gods holy word and ordinances, and loved none ſo well as his riotons and rpa- 
rag ccpen ions, the very bane of the heart, and the true poyſon and contagion of 
> Andinro this honſe, and to this vicious Hoaſt 4driee, is our fick De Lawrier entred, 
for the end of his fickneffe, and the recovery of his healch ; and I wrice rather with 
teares than-inke, chat ir was impoſſible for bimto haye entred into a worſe ;. bur ſuch 
was his fate, ſuch his misfortune. He likes rhe carriage of 7ſebels his Hoſteſle, farre 
better chanthe countenance or condition of 4dries her Husband ; bur as his diſeaſe gives 
hich no trace; ſo conſequently he can give no peace to his patience, He grieves 
fick in an umknowne place, and among , bur farre more to be fo farrevt 
from his owne houſe, \and from his only and ſonne Leewerds, whom hee 
loyes' farre' dearer than himſelfe. It is another afflitionco him ; chat his money agd 
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ſterh ro himſetfe, rhat che fight and knowledge thereof may engender him far more 
anger than ſecurity ; but he conceales and diflembles thar, far betrer than he can his 
ſicknefle, for he pars his lierle Casker wherein it is, "under his headand bolſter. He cau- 
ſeth 4drie» his Hoaſt co bring him a Phyſician, named La Motte, who ſeeing his water 
and feeling his pulſe, tels him he is very dangerouſly ſick ofa burning Feaver, the which 
to prevent, he lets him blood two ſeverall dayes following , and thengives him farre 
more hope than defpaire of his healch : Bat all chis notwithſtanding, De Lavrier 
findes himſelfe very weak, and his fickneffe rather mach to incteaſe , than any way 
ro diminiſh. As for Iſabel , according to the lawes of hoſpitality (which ought to be 
unviolable to all the world) ſhe rends him with much reſpec and diligence, andin a 
word, performes the part and duty, both of a good Hoſtefle, and of a good woman : Bat 
for her Husband 49d-ian, his thoughts and reſolutions ran another contrary courſe and 
Carriere; for he imagining De Laxrier to be rich , doth therefore verily hope and pray 
that he may ſpeedily dye in his houſe, or elſe he hath already ſwapt a bargaine with the 
Devill, ro murther him, thereby co make op the breaches and ruines of his poore and 
rottering eſtare. He findes it a work notonly of difficulty, but of impoſlibilicy, coknow 
what rich ſtaFe he hath in his Casket and Cloak- bag, becanſe he ſtill keeps it under his 
pillow z andyet gathering and wreſting from him, that he is a Goldſmith of Djjos, and 
that he came now from Franckford Mart, he therefore beleeves that he hath ſtore of Gold 
and jewelsabout him. His poverty and his coverouſnefle gives the ſwitch to the Devill, 
and the Devill gives the ſpur to him,to raiſe his uncharicable contemplation into bloody 
actions, and his thoughts and reſolurions as ſo maoy lines, runne to terminate in thisone 
only Centre, which is that of De Lavriers death. He ſets his wits and inventions on the 
Tenter hooks, todiscover this imagined Indies, but he findes him to be as cautious and 
ſecret in concealing, as he himſelte is curious tobewray it, He purpoſely keeps all com- 
pany from him, and will not ſo much as permit his Phyfitian or Apothecary to ſpeak a 
word with him, but he will ſtill be preſent to hear and underſtand it. He with oily words 
and ſilken ſpeeches, pryes into his deepeſt ſecrets, and purpoſely endevoureth to infinu- 
are and ſcrew himſelfe into his familiaricy. But De Lavrier doth rather feare than love 
him, and ſoeſteemes the revealing ofhis Gold tobe the accelerating of his danger, to 
the whichend , with many colourable excuſes and evaſions,he puts him off the know- 
ledge thereof. Bur he is ſo miſerable to ſee his miſeries approach, becauſe the violence 
and jmpetnoſiry of his Feaver doth every way advance,no way retire; andnow it is that 
his hopes of the recovery of his health do fade, not flouriſh, and rather quaile than pro« 
ſper.. He reſolves to be as religious as he is fick, and therefore prayes his hoaſt Ad7ias to 
bring him a Prieſt ro give him the Sacrament ; Adriasperformes hisrequeſt , but brings 
him a Prjeſt named father 7vſtivier, of his own humour and complexion, and who loyes 
Whores and Wine, better than he doth either Heaven or God; fo this unſpirituall Fa- 
ther gives him the extreame Union, and prepares him for his journey and cranſmigra- 
tion from Earth to Heaven. His continuall vanities and prodigalities have likewiſe made 
him poore; ſo being equallwith Adrian both in vice and poverty,he is likewiſe equal,and 
ſympathizech with him in hope and defire to repaire his indigence, and to enrich him- 
ſelfe by the ſuppoſtd treaſure and death of De Lawrier. But as this deboſked Prieſt is ma» 
lirious in this his policy, ſo heis alſo polirick inthis his malice: for imagining that Adrian 
levels and aimes with him at the ſame Batt and Mark ; he dares, but yet will not acquaint 
him with his bloody purpoſe, ro contra a helliſhleagne and confederation with him, 
for the violent diſpatch, and inhumaneand untimely diſpeeding of him away from earth 
roheaven, Whiles thus De Lawriers ficknefſe and weaknefſe encreaſeth, and his Prieſt and 
Adriaes covetouſneſſe begins wholly ro weigh downe their ſoules and reſoſutions to 
haſten his deplorable death ; as the Prieſt is ready to break his minde to Adrian, how and 
in what manner they ſhould finiſh and compaſſe this bloody bufinefſe, 49rias contrary- 
wiſe, yea, anddite&tly contrary to the rules of Nature, andLayes of Grace, _ - 
minde 
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minde hereof to his vertuous and Religious Wite 1ſabefs, whom he ſeeks todraw in as 
an actor in this mournfull, and as an agentin thiscruell Tragedy, He is as gricelefle as 
impudent in this foule and fatall atrempr of his ; for he ſers upon her with the ſweereſt 
ſpeech, and ſmootheſt perſwaſfions, thateither art could ſuggeſt , or the malice of the 
D-vill invent or dj&tateto him, and therein everandanon, leayesnotto conveigh and 
diſtill in hex minde, yea, and ro imprint in her memory their forepaſt wealth, th-ir pre- 
ſence poverty and miſery, and the undoubred great riches of gold and jewels which D: 
Lawrier h2d with him., in that (as formerly we have obſerved) he very carefully day and 
night kept his Caſkez under his pillow, and in a helliſh eloquence repreſents unto her 
the facility of this fat, eitherby Poniard, or poyſon, adding withall,. that the danger 
thereof wouid infallibly dye with him, with a thouſand other damnable alluring ſpceches, 
conducing and looking that way , which I am farre more inclinable to ſilence than ex- 
preſſe : Bur wretched villaine, and execrable miſcreant that he is, he ſpeaks nota word, 
nonot aſyllable of God, or his juſtice, of heaven or hell, or of the foulenefſe of that fa, 
or the jaſt revenge and puniſhmear incident and due thereunto. 

His vertuous wife 7ſabe#fa is 2mazed and aſtoniſhed ar this bloody and inhumane pro» 
poſition of her husband , and all crembling , with fi;hs and reares, receives it from him 
with nolefſe true aff Qion and ſorrow, than he delivered it her with cruelty and impiety. 
Her cheeks were as red for ſhame, as his were pale with envie thereat ; when God in- 
fuling as much goodnefle into her heart and tongue, as Satan had cruelty into his ſoule 
and reſolutions, ſhe fell on her knees to his feer, and witch her eyes and hands ere&ed to- 
wards he:yen, delivered him this vertnous and religious ſpeech ; That ic was with infi- 
nite griete and »mazement that ſhe underſtoodthis his bloody poſition to her, which he 
knew ſhe could derive from none bur hell and Satan : She repreſents rohim (with much 
griefe and paſſion) that as puniſhment is ever the rewardof fin, fo that of all finne? 
murther was the fouleſt, and the moſt pernicious and diabolicall. She tels him farther. 
that coverouſneſie is the root of all miſchiefe, that for her part ſhe is as thankfall co God, 
as he is difpleaſed with himſelfe for their poverty, and that fe would ever chooſe rather 
tolive in want, than todye in ſhame and miſery, and which is worſt of all, either to live 
or dye in the horroucs and terrours of a guilty and u'cerated conſcience, Thar ir isa pro» 

hane and prodigious impiety to violate che lawes of hoſpitality , but a fearful, yea, a 
horrible crime, to kill any oae under our own roofe, and who(in the righr of hum «airy 
and Chriſtianiry) comes to us for ſhelcer and protection. When riſing againe from her 
knees, ſhe takes him about the neck and (bedewing his cheeks with her tears) conjures 
and prayes him, by the remembrance of her youth and beaury,which had formerly been 
ſo deere an4pretiousto him, by the memory ofcheir fixteene yeers ſweer cohabiration 
and converſation together in the holy Eſtate of Wedlock , yea for his own ſake, for his 
ſoules ſake. and for Gods ſake, that he would defic this Devill, which thus wicff bis two 
bitter ſweetpils of Coyerouſnefe and Murther mocked and ſought ro betray him : and 
that therefore (inthe name and feare of God)he would henceforth reſume, and put on 
acon(tant and religious reſolutien, no more toſeduce her, or to ſuffer himſelfe tobee 
ſeduced by the Devill in imbruing their guilty hands in the innocent blood of this honeſt 
and harmelefſe Goldimith De Lezrier, whom God hath now made their gueſt and lodg- 


. er; Indoing whereof (quot ſhe) rhe ſame our ſacred Lord and God, (in his due time) 


wilbe graciouſly pleaſed to increaſe our eſtare and means, and to blefe our poverty with 

ty. But her Hasband 4drias (as a moſt wretched villaine takes this godly refudſall 
anddeniall of his Wife in ill part, andin requitall and conſideration thereof, henceforth 
looks on her with a ſquinteye, I meane withan eye rather of concempr and envie than 
ofaffeRion z but at board, and bed, yea day and night he haunts her as a ghoſt, andnever 
leaves purſaing of her with his prophane and imporrunace ſolicitations to draw her con- 
ſent tothe aQing and perpetrating of this bloody baſineſſe,; but God fo wellaffiſted her 
minde and thoughts, with the grace of his holy Spiric, and fo divinely fortified her hoe 
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and ſoule wich his ſacred feare, that ber Haybands ſweerperſwaſions could notgaine, nor 
his chreats or aenaces obraine any thing ofher, bur {tiilſheanſwered thismurtherons 
requeſt of his, ſomerimes with religious refalals, and then againe wich pzſfronate amd 
peremprorydemials , and therefore rhe more rhatſhe fees her hasband bene ro'mali 
and hate De Lewrier , the more devored and refolare ſhes co reſpet andrendhim ; Fin 
bearing a carious, a carefail, and a vigilanteye over himduring all che rimeofhifs fick« 
nefle, ro ſcethar no diſaſter whatfoever might befall him in her hooſe. 

Adrian mifling ofthis his purpoſe anddefire in his Wife, he is yet @haſty and vio- 
lent in this his bloody malice towards De Lewrier, that meaſuring of Farker Tufliviao the 
Prieſt, by himſelfe, and finding a conformity in their deboſhed vices and inclinations, he 
the ſooner hopes to finde a ſympathy in their affetions and reſolutions , and therefore 
alchough he be a Prieſt, yet knowing him to beextreame poore, he therefore the more 
caſily beleeves, that the hope of Gold and Silyer will act wonders with him, and make 
hia att wonders for the obratving thereof. 3 

Upon theſe hopes, and this confidence, he delayes no time,but on a Monday morn- 
ing repayres tohis houſe, and aftertheir morning cups, celling himhe hath a ſecret of 
great importance to reveale him, he rakes him into a htrle Groveof Walant treeshe- 
hinde his houſe, and there ({wearing him to ſecrecy) reveales himthis his bloody buſ- 
nefſe , where this vitious Prieſt 7»ſiznias, in hope of De Zowries wealth neededno prear 
labour or indultry to bedrawne to make one in this deplorable Tragedy. For had not 
Adrian now opened it to him , ſuch was his inſatiable thirſt anddefire of gold, rh 
with blood, that the next day he was fully reſolvedtodoe ir co him, ſo he freely conſents 
to him herein, and ſweares to affiſt and ſecond him in murthering of De Lawriey,and the 
tye and conditionof this theirhelliſh bargaine is, chat whar gold, ſilver, or jewels the 
ſhall finde him to have, they will inſtantly after his death equally divide and ſhare be- 
tweene them; and hereunto like twobloody heibhounds, they interchangeably. give 
hands, and ſolemnely {weare each coother. Nowfrom the matter of thistheir bloody 
defigne andrefolution, they proceed tothe mannerand time thereof, but chey then are 
preveated therein, For Father «ftivies: lictle Boy which was accuſtomed co anſwer 
him at Mafſe comes thither haſtily and with his lictle wine poron his finger tels him, chat 
rhere were many perſons who ſtayed for him beforerhe Altar on their knees and earneſt- 
ly enquired for him to ſay Mafſe, whereupon they borh referre the conclufion hereof to 
the very next morning, and in the very fame place and Grove, but at leaſt an houre ſoon- 
er ; Soaway goes 4drias home to his houſe, and away likewiſe trips Farher 5##5io9 wich 
hisSurpleſſe under hisarme and his Breviary(or Marines Book )in his hand totheChurch, 
where every one may imagine what a prophane ſacrifice, his bloody heart and hands 
offererth upto the Lord. | 

They this night thinking of nothing burofgold and blood, in the morning they 
(impatient of all delayes)come at the aforefaidtime and place of their rende2yous where 
they preſently fall totheir former conſulcarien of the wanner andtime of murthering 7g 
Laurier, firſt, they propoſe toſtab him in his bed co death; but this chey reje&, becanſe 
"the blood would appeare in the ſheers, bed, and chamber; So they reſolye to'poyſort 
him, and to this end Adriawbuyes the poylon, and Father Isfieice will pive and admini- 
Ger ic to him in a Wafer or 4gaws Dei,the which he is ſometimevaceaſtorned to give him 
inhis ſicknefle : Buthere Father Ivſ/inies ſuggeſterh another donbt ; and propoferh atio- 
ther defigne, which is, that 4drias muſt likewiſe draw in his wife ro make one ite 
this bloody conſpiracy and murther , orelſe hee alledgeththar it can neverbee ſafe for 
them to attempt or effect it ; Adrien anfwereth him thathe hath hererofore with his beſt 

er and art ſought to ſeduce his Wife hereunto , bur char he findes ic wholly 

todraw her tothis conſent: Bur Father ſoſtinjas will yet make anorher tfiall and ex+ 

iment on her himſcife, ſo he and her husband 4dHos (ot afreſh on her, toallire her ty 
bringar leaſt her onſear, ifnot her hand rothe murthering of De Lavrier. But our ſweet 
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and vertuous 1ſebeÞg is (tillone and the ſame woman, for ſhe heares theſe bloody ſpeech» 
£8 and perſwations of theirs with infinite diſcontent and deteſtation. Shee is roo much 
a Chriſtian to bee ſo much a Devill co conſent rothe murther of this honeſt man ; and 
therefore (with a world of tears and prayers) ſhe ſeeks ro divert them from ir, bur eſpeci- 
ally her Hasband, becauſe (quoth ſhe) the ifſae thereof will infallibly prove ruinous to 
them both. They are both much grieved atthis herreſolute repulſe and deniall,and yer 
to make a yertue of neceſſity , and tocaſt the berrerglofſe and varniſh on their villany, 
they now falſly ſeeme to be diſwaded from thismurther , by the ſight of her rearesand 
the conſideration of her requeſts and prayers; wherefore with a prophane and helliſh 
diflimulacion) they tell her, that God by her religious ſpeeches and diſſwaſions hath now 
made them wholly ro abandon that bloody attempt of theirs againſt De Lawrier, as alſo 
the very thought thereof, and therefore they conjure her to keep and ſweare ſecrecy 
berein from all the World, the which ſhe willingly doth. Bur yet her feare promprs her 
heart, that this hamane converſion, arid religious reſolation of theirs is only falſe and 
feigned, as every way favouring more of diſhitmulation chan truth. In which regard ſhe 
feares with ſuſpition, and ſuſpeas with doubt, that no leffe than honeſt and innocenr De 
Lawriers life, lyes now atthe (take of their bloody malice and envie. 

Here Father Iuſtivi2#, and Adrien (to make ſmooth and cleere work) do conclude 
and reſolve that 7ſabeZa muſt be ſpeedily removed from $alizes to ſome place in the coun- 
try without once ſeeing or ſpeaking with De Zaurier when a favourable occafion ſeconds 
their damnable intents and deſires herein : for now there isunexpectedly brought them 
word, that ber own old Father who dwelt ſome foure leagues off from Salines is v 
ſick and not like ro live z, whereupon Adries preſently diſpatcheth away his wife 1ſabePs 
to him, and with her theirfervartmaide Gracets. But before her departure ſhe is deſfi- 

\ rous to ſee De Lawrier, andtotake her leave of him 3 but her husband will by no meanes 
permit her ſo ſhe goes from her home, and from him into the couptrey, with a ſorrow- 
fall and a trembling heart, as far more tearing DeLewriers unnaturall death, then doubr- 
ing of her Fathers naturall caſe. Forher heartframes her ſo many apprehenſions, feares, 
and rerrours;z that her Husband and Father 7»ftizian are fully reſolved tomurther and 
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make away De Lewriey, as the abſolutely and forrowtully beleeves, that he ſhall never ſee 2 
her more nor ſhe him. Poore DeLawrier takes his Hoſtefle 7/abe/lar fadden and unexpected w 
departure from him very penſively and heavily, and far the more in that ſhe could notbe " 
permicred tro ſee him before ſhe went, -He holds it for a bad preſage, and farall Omen to ” 
him, in regard ſhe was as diligent asher husband diſtruſtfullto him, for that her care and tt 
carriage towards him: pleaſed hint asmuch as his harſh lookes and ſoure countenance a 
diſcontented him ; and now it is that Godfirſt imprints in his heart and thoughts, a fear- o_ 
full ſaſpition and a ſaſpitious feare, that his Hoaſt Adries, and Father 1»ſtinign the Prieft, a 
have affuredly ſome dangerous and execrable plot, both againſt his gold and his life. For cl 
he now ſees himſelfe-reduced, to:this: miſery:and deſpaire, that he'can be permitted 4 
to ſee nobody,-nor. no body roſee him, except only they two. He prayes them both, p 
that his Phyſician Ls Motte may cometo him toconfer with him abour the ſtate of his - 
ficknefſ:., bur they malitjouſly.and wilfully.deoy ic him, and tell him hee is gone into » 
Frexce; This refuſing anſwer of theirs doth now very mach appale and daunc our Gck 


and diſcontented De Lawrier, ſo-char-bis feare encreaſeth with his ficknefle, 'and his fick- 
nefle wich hisfeare, Every day and tight brings him more cauſe of diſpaive , than hope 
.of conſolarion,andaimoſt eyery moment he witheth his zold and himſelfe in Dzjos with 
his Sonne Dw Poot, or he here in Selives with him, to comfort him with his fighe and pre- 
ſence. He. ſtill conceales his gold and jewels from this Prieſt and his Hoaſt , with the 
greateſt artand carehe can, and yet he; thinks and feares that their jealouſie thereof is 
not only the jon, bur. will ccelerationof his danger, for he very 
often ſees them privately whiſpering together and ſtill he obferves ſome bad ſigneand 
fatall apparition-in- rheir looks: and:countenances , which infallibly cell him thatsllis 
KS not 
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not well, And alchough chey yer give him ſome ſweer words and ſugred ſpeeches, yer 
he notwithſtanding the more beleeves th:t they are candide in wormewood and conf: 
&edingall ;and thatthey are noather bur falſe andflattteringSunne-(hines, which por- 
cend ſome enſuing cruell tormes and diſmall cempeſts towards him. Once he was min- 
ded ro'writeand ſend to Dijosfor his Sonne, bat then he as ſoeneTefolves the contrary, 
as finding it ro reliſh moreofdanger than diſcterion , as welbfor the marter which his 
Lerrer might conraine, as aifo for the party who ſhould carryirehicher ro him. Bar leave 
wehimelictlerohis weaknefle, and (icknefſe; tohisdonbts,: and feares, and to hisfot» 
rowes, cal and perplexirics, and come.we againe to ſpeak of wretched 4drias his 
Hoaſt, arid phane Father I»ſ733ias the Prieft ,) roſee inwhit ſhapes they will come 
forth ro aR their bloody pares upon che ſtage of this hiftory. | "JF | 
They areboth of them ſo inhumane and cruell in their reſolution to murther poore 
fick De Laxriey, that neither the confideration of heaven nor hell is capable ro reclaime or 
divert them from this their bloody atrempr. As for his helliſh Hoaſt 44rias, heis ſo wil- 
fall and haſty in his malice, as he rels Father 7s/#icies, that they delay roo long from mur- 
thering De Lovrier,and that it is high time, yea morethan time forthem ro diſpatch him, 
But for Father Ivſtinias who wasno lefſe malitious in his ſubrilcy, but yer farre more ſab- 
tile in his malice cowards De Lewrier ; He, I ſay, maturely conſidering thar it were both a 
folly: and a madnefſe for them to marther him before they firſt knew he were rich, and 
that he had fome ſtore of gold about him, he therefore in ſweet tearms and phraſes pa- 
thetically adviſech him to write and ſend for his Senne Ds Popt.go come over to vifitand 
comfort him; whea likewiſe the better co guild oyer his ſpeeches with the more pleaſing 
and palpable ſhew of affetion he proffereth to ride to Dijos himſelfe todeliver it him 
with his own hands. Our poore lick De Lgwrier taking this Prieſts kinde advice to him in 
good part,thereupon firſt thanks him for this hiscourtefie,but then againe deemingiand 
fearing that it proceeded more from falſe treachery, than from eny true or reall affe&ion 
to him, he begins to grow cold therein, and fo rather to reje&, than imbrace and follow 
that reſolution; burar laſt weighing and confidering his ſicknefſe by hiz danger, and his 
gold and jewels by both, asalſo if he ſhoald chance todye or miſcury there, that his Son 
were then conſequencly ruined inthe lofle thereof; he thereupon changeth his reſoluti- 
on, and preſently reſolves to write and ſend oyer to Dijos for his Sonne, and to that end 
requeſteth Father I»ſtivien to excuſe him , +and ſo prayes his Hoaſt 4drianto undertake 
thac journey andbufinefſe , the which he willingly and cheerefully granreth. Now the 
reſt of that day and the greateſt part of the next night De Laurier lyes tuminating and 
muſing in his bed what he ſhould write to his Soniae ,, and nolefſe doth Father IwFizion 
and Adrian to think and know what he would wrice him; the next mornicig ; fix of the 
clock having ſtrucken, De Lawriey takes his pen and paper,and with a weak and trembling 
hand writes his Letter ro his Sonne: An houre after, 4driewcomes into his chamber 
red and ſpurred to receive his commands, whom he bad ro rake and ride his owne 
r(e, then gives him foure double Piſtols ro defray his journey, and ſo ſeales and gives 


him chisenſoing Lerrer, and prayes him and his Sonne Ds Popt to make all poſſible ſpeed 
back from Dijos to him. 


Aaa De 
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Du Lauzizx to Dn Poxr. 


ou! ſeven week: ſince from Franckford Merte, I fell fickst Salynes where I ftill ty: 
} I very weak tu boch and conch diſcontented in minde is the houſe of wine Hoaft Adrian (the bearer 
berevf) whom I purpoſely ſend over to thee, to pray #nud command thee to come ride hither to me with 
68 poſrible ſpeed : I have here with me in gold and Tewelt to the valew of one thouſand ſyben bundred 
Crownes, and ( for ſome private reaſon) I feare that weitherit nor my life it ſaft bug ; Cone awsy 
with as intent tofiude me dead or djing. Comceale this Letter from all the world, L.#0: this Meſſe 


ger, but truft him not , God proſper my bealth, andever bleſſethy proſperity. 


DE LAuKkiEk. 


As ſoone as De Lavrier had delivered hiz Hoaſt 4dries this Letrer,and he taken leaye 
of him, Father I»ſtivias begs leave of De Lavrier to ſee 4drieorake horſe. Bur alas theſe 
two lewd Villaines do deceive his honeſt hopes, to performetheir own treacherons 
intenrs and purpoſes ; for they flpe toa low parler , and then lock and bolt the doore 
tochem; where (as it the Devill had thrownethem on coverouſneſſe, or coverouſnefſe 
on the devill) rhey haſtily break up the ſeales of DeLaxriers letter ro his Sonne (which 
we have already ſeene and underſtood) wherein they glur and ſurfer their hopes with 
joy of this new defired treaſure and diſcovered Indies, and fo they preſently ſacrifice je 
to the fire, and wretchedly reſolve ro make that very ſame inſuing night to be the ye- 
ry laſt of De Lawrier: tine and the firſt of his eternity.” To which end 4drias buſhechthim- 
ſelfe up privately in his houſe from the fight of all che world, and eſpecially from De 
Levriers knowledge, and ſohere he ends his pretended, but nor his entended journey ro 
Dijon , before he began ir: And he having procuredexceeding ſtrong poylon there- 
with that night to ſend De Laurier ro Heayen whereof giving alitcle to his great old ma-- 
Give Dog in a peece of bread for a triall, he therewith preſently fell dead tro the ground; 
he likewiſe ſends away Thomas his Oltler adayes journey intothe conntrey upon ſome 
feigned buſinefſe, ro the end hee ſhould bee nowirnefſle of this foule and cruel! fat of 
theirs, and then all things being firſt by che Devill, and then by theſe his rwoexecra- 
ble agenrs prepared'in a readinefle ; Farther Iuſtiwias goes up to De Lavriers chamber, 
and treacherouſly entertainesbim with the hope of his recovery of his health, che haſte 
of Azriess.journey , and conſequently with the ſpeedy returne of his Sonne D# Font to 
him from Dijor. Bur I write it with truth and griefe , that De Lawriers heart and minde 
ie preoccupated wich too many obnoxious apprehenſionsandfeares, and raken up with 
too much doubt and defſpaire ro the contrary ; For as moſt ſickneffesar;d diſeaſes are 
moſt commonly devanced and preceded by their ſympromes, fo all char day andall 
that eveving he fonnd a ſwimming in his head , and bis fight obſcured and dai kned,.3 
if ſotne black ſcarfe , or farall cloud had beene drawne and cxrerded before his eyes. 
His hearc likewiſe pants, beats, and trembles within him , as if ic and his ſenſes were 
in a fations mutiny each with other at this their direfull departure and fatall ſe queſtra- 
tion. For ſtill his feares and donbes informe him, and his apprehenſionsand deſpaire 
prompt him, that either Father 7uſtisies the Prieſt, or his Hoaſt Adries, or both of them, 
had conſpired to murther him, the which hee once thought to have revealed to Fa- 
ther Jaſtivjas, but yet againe hee dares not, as holding it more folly rhan diſcre- 
tion, and that it might therefore produce him more danger than ſafery , hee neither 
can nor will earany thing that day , and his beart and minde is ſo inceflantly perplexed 
with feare , that hee feares hee ſhall norour-live the next enſuing night: And now in- 
deed comes that ſorrowtull and diſmallnight , wherein theſe two bloody Villaines have 
fully reſolved to poyſenhim, 4dries having in a lower roome the poyſonready, and Fa- 


”" 6s” as 09” CY W. VU © 


7 8 > 


* 


| «af 


Hiſt, XXVII, - «Adrian antfubella a79 


ther Inſtivian above, almoſt ready ro call for it: Whiles thus rhe Candlein De Lawrtere 
chamber burnt dimme and obſcure, as diſgaining toſee, orbee accefſiry ro focraell 
a murther z neare about-rwelve of checlock of thar night hee awakes ont of his ſorrow- 
fall diſtracted flumbers, and prayes Father 7vſt#z7an to give him alitrle (poonefull or two 
of warme wine, in a ſmalſearchen pot wherein he was nſed rodrink ; when chis mon- 
ſter of men rejoycing for this firopportunity, he ſteps foreh ro his bloody companion 
Adrian , takes the poyfoned wafer from him , and powres the poyſon from ir inro this 
{mall black por of wine, and fo wares it a lictle by the fire in De Lawrfrs chamber, and 
then gives ittohim ro drink, the which he as greedily as innocently doth, whereof, af- 
rer many ſtrong convalſionsand ftraglings, he wichin one houre after dieth, having nei- 
ther the meanesto urterone word, or the power'to ſcritchor cry, and yet for feare and 
doubt hereof, like rwo furies, or Devils incarnate of Hell, chey with the bed-ſtavesram 
in a great holland rowell into his mouth, rhathe may tel no tales, when God knowes 
chat deadly ſtrong poyſon had wrought its operation before, made a full conqueſt of his 
life, and given up his ſoule into the hands oft his Redeemer, of whomhe hadtermerly 
reveivedir. / 

As ſoone as theſe.rwo. wretched miſcreants have diſpatched this lamentable bnſi- 
neſſe, chen they reare off his ſecrer leathergirdle full of gold from his waſte, and chen 
break open his Casgket which was ander his pillow , wherein (before his breathlefſe bo- 
dy was halte cold) they finide thisaforeſaid great ſamme of gold and jewels , the which 
they preſently divide,and equally ſhare betweene them, when having curiouſly ſearched 
his purſe, pockets, doubler, and hoſe, they make a great fire, and immediately 
burne it all, as alſo his Riding Coat, Casket , and leather Girdle, yea, and his 
Hat, Band and Cuffes, rhatno marks might remaine either of it or him, and likewiſe 
carne his Horſe into the” open field and high-wayes, to ſeek for the fortune cf anew 
Maſter z ſo wiſe (as they thought) were they intheir villany , and fo induſtrious and 
cautious in this their diyellifh craelty and inhumanity. By this time, as the murthered 


_ corps of De Lawrier growes cold, theſe two Fators of helllikewiſe begin to provide 


for his buriallz fo a lictle after two of the clock , they dig a pitin Adrien Orchard, 
next adjoyning to his houſe , and ſo giving him no other winding ſheer or coffin but his 
ſhire,they ſecretly and filently carry down his body berween them, and there bury him, 
and ro make all things fare, they cover over thepit, or his grave with greene rurfes, 
that no morrall eye might cake ſuſpicion or notice thereof. This bloody bnfineſſe 
being thus afted and perpetrated by theſe two execrable wretches , Father 1»ſfinian 
and Adnan, whonow ſarfer in gold, and wallow in jewels, they preſently dight chem- 
ſelyes into new apparell, and coſtly ſuits, andthenday and night haunt and frequent 
the Tavernes and Stewes, as if they wilfally meant ro drowne themfelyes in all ſorts of 
ungodly riors , prodigalities and yoluptuouſnefſe , whereof their neighbours , yea, 
all Sahner take exact obſervation and knowledge, as wondring at the manner, bur 
farre more at the cauſe thereof, of from whence it ſhoald proceed. 
Sorhe three weekes being paſt over , Adrian now holds it fir to ſend home for his 
Wite Iſabella to Salynes, the which kedoth , who much wondring at her husbands un- 
ſtomed bravery, ſhe preſently enquires of him for Monſiexr De Laurier, as if ſhe had 
farre more cauſe to doabt and feare of his datiger, rhan any way to affiite her ſelfe of 
bis ſafery and welfare : When, hee putting on1a brazen face, arid ſteeling and rempe- 
ring his rongue wich equall falſehood and impiety, telsher that he departed thence ſafe 
and well ſome ten dayes fince; that be gave him fifty Crownes for the charges of hisen- 
rertainment and lodging, and for a token of his love, had likewiſe left her and Father 
, to each of them twenty other Crownes in gold}: But his wife 7ſabel/a) out of 
her goodnefſe and piety) deeming theſe ſpeeches of her Hasbands robe as falſe as fa- 
rall; and verily ter; and fearing, that he(with the aſſiſtance of Farhex Jef) 
good old man to an Wy death and grave; ſhee borſts 
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forth into immoderate fighes and teares, as ſuſpeCting all was not well, yea, fearing no- 
thing more, and beleeving nothing leſſe, than that which hee affirmed to her herein, 
He proffers her the twenty Crownes in Gold, bur (good vertuous woman) (he fearing 
it to bee the hire and price of innocent bloud, her tender conſcience is too prevalent, 
and her harmeleſle hearr and ſoule too powerfull with God to accept thereof, and there. 
fore ſhe refuſeth it with as much diſdaine and diſcontent, as hee endeavoureth rogive ir 
her with affeQion and defire. And that the Reader may the more fully be informed of 
her integrity andcharity herein, I meane to the preſent memory and well wiſhes of ab 
ſeat De Laxrier, whom ſhe ſilently feares is forever abſent, both from this lite and this 
world ; ſhe never goesintothe chamber where he lay fick, bur ſhe ſacrificeth ſome ſighes 
to ſorrow in his behalfe, and her imaginary apprehenſion of his death , makes her 
mourafully conceive, thateither ſhee {till ſees his living picture, or his dead ghoſt and 
repreſentation, ſach was her charitable care of him, ſuch her Chriſtian feare. for 
him. | 
We have ſcene this deplorable and crnell murther committed on the harmeleſſ> per. 
ſon of old De Leurier, by theſe rwo members of Satan, Adrian, and Father Iuftizias 
the Prieſt, and if rhe cruth deceive not my hopes, we ſhall norproceed much farther in 
#rhbis their hiſtory , but we ſhall ſee Gods juſt jadgements miraculouſly rorefplend and 
forth in his puniſhments on them for che ſame : For I may. properly.tearme mar- 
ther and puniſhment to be individuals and companions, in zegard the one followes rhe 
other, asthe ſhadow doth the body, as the firſt derives irs originall from Satan, fo doth 
the ſecond from God, to whom (in a language of blood) ir (till cries forreſtauration 
and fatisfation. But neverthelefſe God is as ſecret as ſacred indiſpoling of the man- 
ner and time thereof, and in ordainingby whom , - when and how hee will 2Mi& and 
execute it: Itis no falſe axiome in Philoſophy, bar a true cenett and maxime in Divi- 
pity ; That God who made all things, ſeer and governes all things, and that nothing can b.e cou- 
cealed from ths eyes of his ſacred Power and djvine Providence : All the foure Elements are the ' 
miniſters of his juſtice, yea, Men and Angels, the 8anne, Moone, and Starres;the fowles 
. of theayre, andthe beaſtsofthe field prove many times the Agents of his revenge; of 
which laſt ſort and nature, the Reader (ro Gods glory , and his owne information and 
admiration) may here obſerve a lively example, and receive amoſt powertull prefi- 
denr ; but whether more ſtrange for the truth, or rare for.the {trangenefſe thereof I 
know not, ard therefore will not define, For the ſame day.moneth next after, thar 
Adrian and Father I»ſtinian had buried the dead body of De Lewrier , behold a huge and 
rayening Wolfe (being lately arrouſed from the adjacent vaſt woods) ſer king up and 
downe for his prey, came into Adriess Orchard nextadjoyning tohis houſe (purpoſely 
ſene rhither by God as a miniſter of his ſacred juſtice and revenge) who ſenting ſome 
dead carrion (which indeed was the dead Corpes of De Lawrier, that was but ſhallow- 
ly buried there in the ground) hee fiercely with his pawes and noſe tears up the 
Earth , and art laſt puls and dragges it up, and there rill an boure after the break of 
day remaines devouring and earing up of the fleſh of his armes, legges, thighes, and 
burrocks. Bur (as God would baye it) he neyer tonched any part of his face, bur leaves 
ic folly undisfigured ; When inſtantly ſome Gentlemen hunters of 84/4zes, and che 
neighbour Pariſhes, being aſcertained by ſome Peaſants in the fields, rhat che Wolfe was 
paſt that way, they cloſely follow him with their Dogs and Hornes, and fo atlaſt finde 
him in Adrian: Orchard,eating as they think, of ſome livingbeaſt or dead carrion, But the 
Wolfe being terrified with. the noiſe ofthe hunters loud ſhoutes and cryes, asalſo of 
their -Dogges fierce yawling and bawling, preſently forſakes his prey , and ſayes his 
life by his flight, althouz2h che Dogges and many Peaſants do eagerly purſue him 
Whiles all che Gentlemen (as if led by the immediate finger of God) with their Javelins 
and Boreſpearesin their hands, ruſh intothe Orchard to ſee and finde our whereon the 
Wolfe had preyed, when loe (contrary totheir expeations) their amazed eyes _ _ 
: c 
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forced to bebold the piti-ull ſp:&ecle, and lamenrable gbj-& ofa mangled dead mans 
body. miſerably devoured and eaten by that ſavage, Wolte ,- and the which they ſaw he 
had digged and torne up, as they fully beleeved from. his untimely grave: They 
therefore at firſt ſtand aſtoniſhed with griete, and amazed for ſorrow at this prodi- 
gious and' deplorable fight, and yer ſach was their living compunCtion to this dead 
corps, and conſequently their zeale ro Godsglory and jaſtice, asconfidently beleeving 
that hee was proditoriouſly murthered by fome inhumane perſonor perſons ; that the 
odious ſtinchof this long buried body, could not hinder them from approaching to ſar- 
vey and behold ic; They finde the greateſt part of the fleſh of his body devoured by the 
Wolfe, but (as before) his face whole and unragched ; when they fee (and extreamely 
grieve 20d ſorrow to ſee) that it was 2 grave old man with a long whice beard, bur ſo be- 
ſmeared with earth and duſt as they could not refraine from fighes and teares robehald 
ir, Here they ceaſe ro pariee the Wolfe, and becauſe neither of chem knew this poore 
and miſcrable dead carkaſe, they therefore ſtepto the other endof the Orchard, and 
there conſulc whar is fit tobedone in this lamentable buſinefſe and accideor. Bur their 
opinions as ſo many lines concurre and terminate in thiscentre , that abſolutely thig 
dead body was crueily murthered, and there by the murtherers privately and filent- 
ly buried. They farther vehemently ſaſpe& and beleeve,: that becauſe it was buried in 
Adriens Occhard , that therefore ic was apparantly probable , it was bee with his Wife 
and Servants who had murrhered and buried him there , wherefore to keepe cheſe 
ſuſpeted bloody Birds in their Cages, they (as wiſe and judigious Gentlemen) place 
a ſtrong Guard of their Servants and Peaſants to watch the doores and windowes of 
Adrians houſe , that none iſſue forth thence, and they themſelves go preſently to the 


Criminall Judges of the Towne, and acquaint them with this lamentable obje&. 


and accident. 


Inthe meaneour harmelefſe and vertuous 7/abella, hearing theſe lond ſhouts and out- 


cries at her doores ſoſoone in the morning , ſhe in the abſence of her Husband ; (who 
lay forth of his houſe chat night deboſhing and revelling with his cups and Queanes) 
fearing that all was not well, and therefore her amazed and ſorrowfull heart, nor wil- 
ling ro know that whereof ſhe was iafinitely defirous ro be ign rant, ſhe lay ſtill bitter- 
ly Gghing and weeping in her bed , becauſe her thoughts and minde, her ſalpicions and 
feares told her , that this unſeaſonable alaram andnoiſe might deſcend and refle& from 
ſome fatallnewes which had beryded De Lawrier,and if this ſtorme and cempeſt fellnoton 
her, yer alas ſhe extreamely feares and doubtsic would fallon Adrias her busband, whom 
ſhe vehemently thoughe and feared had imbraedand imbarhed his hands in the inno- 
cent blood of.this honeſt man. As for Thowes her Oftler, and Graceta her Maide , al- 
though this nnaccaſtomed noiſe made them ſuddenly forſake their beds and apparell 
themſelves ro receive their Miſtris commands how they ſhould beare themſelves in this 
hyrly burly, yer becauſe they were white with innocency, yea, ſo innocent as they knew 
nohurt, or thought of danger, they only deemed, that it was either ſome nnlawfull af- 
ſembly of Peaſants, or elſe ſome caſt and disbanded Souldiers from Flanders, who 
came to rob their Maſters houſe or Poultry in his abſence, wherefore meere feare here- 
of, kept them from eicher opening the doores,, or looking outat windowes, By this 
time the Gentlemen hunters bring the criminall Judges on the place to view thisdead 
body, and withthem come a grearaumber of the. Neighbours and Inhabiranrs of Sahnes 
todo the like, and amongſt the io the Phyſitjan La Motte(of whom this Hiſtory hath 
already made mention, and heofallthe reſt knowes the dead body, and therefore with 
mach paſſion i apr if Jag Par it wasa Goldſmith of Dijoz named Mon{ceur De 
Levrier, who lay long fick bn 2; houſe, and chat he bad formerly given him Phy fick 
there, and ſo }<ſaidandaArimed tharhe 
"Iragin was brought to ſome pacim 
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The Judges therefore beleeving the report of this tioneſt Phy ſitian Lo Morte, they 
canſe the remainders bf the fleſh of this dead body tobe ſearched and viſtted, the which 
they finde without any wounds. And yerneverthelefſe deemifig both 4drjan, his Wite 
Iſabella, and their Servants, tp be the murtherersof chis honeſt man , rhey break open 
the doores, and miſſing 4drias they ſeize on his Wife 7ſabeFa, as alſoon her Ottler 
Thomas, 2nd his Maide Gracets, and thenbring them tothe fight of this dead body with 
whoſe murther they flatly charge them, and enquire whar is become of Adrian himſelfe. 
Ar rhis unexpected ſforrowfall newes and obje& , Tſabef/a is all in reares, yea ſhe is fo 
extreamely perplexed and afflicted, as wanting all other affiſtance and comfort ſhee im- 
plores that of God. She tels them rhather husband Adrieslay not at home with her the 
laſt night, and freely and plainly affirmes torhem; rhat chat dead body was Monſi:ur De 
Lawrizy a Goldſmith of Dijon, ' who lay long ſick in her houſe as he came from Franckford 
Mert . but how he came to his endorby whom, ſhe rakes heaven and earth to wicnefſe 
ſhee knowes nor, and with this her depoſition do her Oftler and Maide concurre and 
2gree in all proofes and circumſtances. The Juigeslikewiſe canfing a curions ſearch 
to bee made in Sahzer for Adrian, it was found ont thatthat nighr he lay in Father 
Jaſtinians houſe the Prieſt, and rwo whores in their company drinking and revelling all 
night, and upon the very firſt report they heard of De Lawriersunburiall by a Wolfe, 
they both (galled with goilty conſciences) berake themſelyes co rh+Ir heeles , and left 

heir twoStrumpers ro their repentance. Their flight proclaimes their gui'rinefſe 

of this murcher to aff the world, eſpecially to the Judges. Who upon knowledge 
thereof ro; finde ont the truth of this deplorable diſaiter, they adjudge 1/.bells, Thomas, 
and Gracefa to the Rack : is for Thomwerand Greceta,, their innocency makesrhem brook 
rheir rorments with 2dmirable parience and conſtancy, for rhey can never be drawne to 
reveale that of which they are ignorant, nor to accuſe themfelves of that whereof they 
are not guilty. Bur for Tſebe/ls,the inceffant prayers and imporrunare requeſts and fo. ici- 
tationsof many ofher honeſt neighbours. doth ingrave ſach deep impreffions of her ver- 
tacs and piery , and of her ſweer inclination and diſpoficionin rhe hearts of the Judges, 
as they chang rheir reſolutions againſt her and ſo diſpence with herfor chat rorture: when 
ſending every way abroad to purfne Adrien and Father Iyftinjan, they content them» 
felvesro keepthe Miſtrig,the Man, and the Maide ctoſe priſoners. They are ſoadviſed in 
their judgements,and ſojudicions in their adviſe, asrhey ſpeedily ſend away poaſt to Dj- 
jon to acquaint D# Pont the Sonne , with this difaſterons accident which had berided his 
Father De Lavrier berein Solynes, whoar the firſt alarum of this ſad unexpeRted newes, 
ſeemes now to drowne himtelfe in his teares therear, and fo thereupon rather co flye 
than poaſt away from Dijow to Suhynes wherehe confers with the criminal! Judges of thar 
Towne, who teport to hmm the flighrof Father 1»fti:ias and Adries.as alfoof their impri- 
foning of his Wife 1ſabetts, ofher Maide Gracets, and her Oftler Thomas, in whoſe houſe 
his Facher lay fick. So Du Popt vifirs the dead ftinking mangled body , and findes irto be 
rhar 'of his Father, wherearnatnre and dary preſctibe bim ſo powerfull a law , as at the 
fight chereof , he burfts forchinro' many bitter reares and lamenrable cryes and paſſions, 
When giving him a decent andfolemnhuriall in the next Chnrch, he informsthe Judg- 
es, that co his knowledge, his Farhef had good ſtore of gold and jrwels4bour him, ſo he 
entreats them, thar Adries and Farther Twiſsiov; houſes maybe curiouſly ſearched for the 
Gme., which is performed, bor finding no part rhereof,and both of then fled, he is confi- 
gent in his hearr, rhatrheirflight prodaimes them Farhers murrcher and con- 
wo o_ Raproodare Aer hr ofa ? Kr ibly Co eoories thereanto. 
herenpon he repairs ngaineto the and with many importaniries prayes them 
that all ehrec'of them maybe purtothe Rack for the ſme; thereby ro%ole and finde our 
the rrurhof thislamenr4ble accident, the Judges approve of Ds Postslivitg affe &jon 2nd 
zeale ro his dead Father, bur (as im OraclesandOff wt yrs" aro 
him thar they haye already cauſed Thowsr and Grorets to be rack Bue they 
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both heve ſtrongly juſtified their innocency of his Fathers murther, by ſuffering their 
cormenes with incredible fortirudeand patience. And as for rheir Miſtris 1ſebe/a, they 
cell him they arc fully reſolved andaffared, har ſhe was abſolutely innocent, as well tor 
that ſhee was many dayes abſent with her Farher in the coontrey ,” when by all like- 
lyhood and circumſtance, his Father was murthered, as alſo becauſe the generall 
yotes and voices of all her neighbours reported her tobe a very vertuqus and rehi- _ 
gious woman, and that therefore in their hearts and conſcieaces, they maſt needs 
exempt and free her from choſe tormenrs, Buc they told him farcher , chat in hes 
nour to juſtice, and to ſee what God and time might produc2, they would de- 
raine them all three in Priſon for the ſpace of three or foare moneths., in which 
meane time concurring with him in opinion that Father I»ſtinja# and Adrias undoubr- 
edly were the murtherers of his Father De Lawrier, they therefare pzrſwade 
him with all poſirble ſpeed and diligence to purſue rhem vp and downe the 
Countrey, untill hee had deteRed, apprehended, and broughe them to juſtice z 
the which D# Post doth , . but wich ſuch extraordinary zcale and haſt, chathee forgat « 
fi:gular circumſtance, of no meane importance, the omiflion whereof mighe very 
well have made his reſearch of them vaine. For hee forgac at 8alyzes to take with 
him their Pictares and Eftgies whereby to finde chem out in che Countrey , with 
farre the more caſe and facility , whereof hee afterwards much repented him- 
ſelte. 

As for our two execrable wrerches, farher Iuſtisias and Adrias,their guilty thoughts 
and conſciences (like ſo many Ghoſts and bloodhoands) ſo incefantly purſued them and 
ſtopified cheir jadgemenrs chat reſolving to flye and fave chemfelves, ftromrhe freeCoun= 
ty, into Swirzerland, they huſh chemſelves op the day for ſhelcer in ſome chick grove 
or. Wood, and travelling all night from Sahzes, they notwithſtanding, the gexc 
morning (to their unſpeakable feare and vexation) ſaw themſelves againe within a 
lictle league thereof, and in this manner chey for ſome eighr nights following, rravel- 
led a foot through unknowne wayes and Woods, and yet here let the Reader be- 
hold and obſerve the wonderfull juſtice of God cowards them; for at the end thereof, 
they are notas yet fully gone ſeven leagues off from 8lyzer, and they could nor aſcend 
the leſt hill or hillock , but rhey looking back behinde cheat, the Towers, and Turrers 
of 84hwer were (till apparent and conſpicuousrothern , as it chey purſued and followed 
them, che which indeed ftruck extreame feare to their guiley hearts, and infinite terrour 
and amazement to rheir foule and rrembling conſciences. But this circumſtance of 
Gods wrath and revenge towards them , is forchwith ſeconded and followed by a- 
nother, wherein his divine providence and juſtice miraculouſly appeares and ſhines 
forth (with infinite luſtre and glory) to all thoſe who ſhallireade, or .heare this 
hiſtory. For the renth evening after their fliche from Sheer, they being excream- 
ly wearied and tired wich their foot cravels (for horſes they-dared not buy any) and 
within a mile oF entering into a great Wood, they in a faire plaine, ſeeing nobod 
preſent, they athaſt eſpyedan erring hoſe, without Rider, Saddle, or Bridle : whic 
refolvingoſeize on thereby to recreate their wearied limbes and bodies, they approach 
end furprize him. And then dries knowing him well robe De Lawyiers horſe, which (we 
haveheard chey had formerly tarned off in 84yner the ſame night wherein chey murche- 
red his Maſter, they extreamely joyfull of this unlooked for good forrune, make a hal- 
ter of their girdles and garters, and ſo caſting their cloakes under them, they 
both ride away on him, and night drawing on, they hope to recover the 
"Towne of Poxtariin before break of day; Bur God is here ſtrongly bent againſt 
them , ſo that this horſe which they cook for the cauſe of their joy , will very 

ſhortly prove 'the matter of their miſery, and that which they chought would be 
matrer of their afery will fall our to produce their inevitable danger and con- 
For God (in his-revenging juſtice) carrying cheir horſe, and hee m_ 2 
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ſtraying and masking That night through contrary Wayes and lanes, they the nexe 
morning at break of day'to their unſpeakable griete, do ſee themſelves three prear 
Leagues off from Pozterlin, when their foule facts and confciences.make themtill ſo 
trembling fearfull, that every buſh they beheld, every bird they heare, 'andevery leafe 
they found wagging, they think are ſo many Scrjeancs come to arreſt them, as alſoeve. 
ry tree they ſaw, they confidently beleeve are ſo many Judges come to ſentence 
and condemne them ro dearth for this their cruell marchering of :De Lawrier, (ach 
was their prodigious deſpaire, ſuch was their ominous and farall feare for the 
ſame. 

Bur here their horſe (orecharged with this foule and monſtrous burthen) be- 
gins to faile chem; ſo che more hee leſleneth his pace, the more it increaſeth their 
apprehenſion and feare : And here they conſult what to doe, whether to retire 
with their Horſe into the next Wood till night, or elſe to advance towards Pow- 
tarlia, Bat their Bread and Mecate failing them , and they ſeeing the coaſt cleere, 
they therefore reſolve to ride thicher, and farre the ſooner doe they aſſume and im- 
brace this reſolution ; becauſe as yet they knew it was timely in the morning, andcon- 
ſequently few or no people ſtirring. Now to diſpatch their journey the ſooner, Adries 
is content to walke on foot , and Father 7»ſtiniastoride, and both of them are equal 
ly reſolved to put cheerefull faces on their perplexed and trembling hearts. Andhere 
as I will not ſay it was their bad, but their juſt forrune, which condufted them 
within lefſe than one League of Poptariis, . without being eſpyed or ſeeneofany: So ir 
was likewiſe: the providence and Iuſtice of God , at that very houre andplace firſtto 
bring Du Pont in fight of them , who in two dayes was parted from 8e#nes, and in all 
that time had left no Hamler, Village, or Towne, unſoughr to finde out and apprehend 
theſe murtherers of his Father ; Now as hee drawes neere them, his eyes tell him, 
that the horſe whereon one of theſe rwo men ride, was ofthe very ſame haire and ſhaps 
as was that of his Fathers, which ſtruck ſome ſuſpicion and apprehenſion in his hearr, 
that ſare theſe were Father 1ſiniazand Adrias, and farre themore becauſe by hisha- 
bit hee knew that hee who rid was a Prieſt. The better thereforeto be fully affared 
hereof, hee reſolves rooutridethem, thereby the more narrowly to obſerve bath che 
horſe and them , the which hee doth. Hee paſſeth by them and viewes them with his 
countenance purpoſely compoſed more of negle& than of obſervation rowards them. 
When perfe&ly knowing th= horſe (by his two white feet, and white Starre in his 
forchead) to bee his :Fatheis, and therefore they by all conſequence and appea- 
rance 'tobee his murtherers, then I ſay nature and grace infuſed a (ecrer relacta- 
tion into his heart and foule, whether hee ſhould more grieveor rejoycetoſeethem; 
Now as heis loth to leaye them behinde him, fo he bethinks himſelfe of apretty policy. 
For riding ſome hundred paces before them, he deſcends from his horſe, ties himup to 
the branch of a tree, caſt downe his ſword and riding coate in the high way, un- 
crufſeth his points, and ſteps within the hedge, as if hee purpoſely meant toecaſe 
himſelfe, but indeed it was to haye them paſle before him, that ſo hee might in- 
compaſſe them as two murthering Wolves in a Toylez Art his deſcenc from. his 
horſe (as guilty. conſciences arc; ſtill afraid of all things). Father I»ſtinias and Adries 
firſt begin to feare this Stranger as being ſent to apprehend them, and fo reſolve 
to truſt to their heeles.and the woods for their ſafety, but, when they (ee his Sword 


and coat in the way, and himſelfe within the hedge with his hoſe downe , then 


they againe take courage and heart. at grace,-and fo proceed onin the way towards 
the Towne, bur ſtill they logke: back on him asf the faulencſie of their fac. cop- 
tinually made their feares and dangersthe more.eminemt; This is carefully and corioufly 
obſerved of. D# Port, who(now comes after them a ſoff trot) contentinghimſelfegoſce 
.them a flight ſhot before him as; well knowing that his horſe was farre nimbler and 
Nvifter than theirs, and that therefore he aright terch thenyup ar his pleaſure. Byahis 
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crime they two arrive at Fontarlis, which they enter ; where (being bungry and feare- 
fall, and their horſe weary and hungry) they take upone of the next Innes, which is at 
che figne of the Tygre where thinking themſelves free of him who followed them, they 
recommend their Horſe rorhe Oltler, and calling for ſome Mutton, Bread, and Wine, 
chey there privately huſh themſelves up in their Chamher, But the vigilant eye and care 
of Dy Pout ſees where they are entered, ſo he puts up his horſe ro anotber Inne cloſe by, 
and preſently with much filence and celcriry, crippes away to the Tygre Inne where they 
are , and knowingthem to bee above the ſtaires in their chamber co break faſt , he cals 
for the Hoaſt thereof, takes him intoa cloſe low roome next the doore z tels him thar 
the Prieſt and the other man which entred his houſe right now ; h:d cruelly murthe- 
red his Father in $4hzes , and therefore moſt carteovſly and earneſtly praycs him, to' 
ſtep preſently 'and ferch the Criminall Officers of that Towne to apprehend chem for 
the ſame, and till his and rheirrecorne, that hee will give him two of his ſervants ro 
gaard rhe doores that they eſcape not away ; The Hoaſt of chis houſe in deteſtation of 
this- foule fact of theirs, afid ro the honour and reputation of himſelfe and his houſe, 
ſpeeds away to the Offi-ers who preſently arrive withhim , rowhom Ds Pont ſorrow- 
fully and paſſionarely relates, thac this Prieſt named 14tinizp, and this Adrian who was 
an Inn: keeper-of Sahzes and now above, had very lately in his own houſe, murthered 
his Facher De Lawrier, who was a Goldſmich of Pijos, ſtript and robbed him of much 
gold and jewels, and then buried him in his Orchard, and therefore (with reares in his 
eyes)-conjures them to do him juſtice by ſpeedily apprehending them for the ſame, the 
which chey «s ſoone grant him, So they all aſcend totheir chamber where they finde 
them deepely ripling in their caps, aſmuch devoide and inſenfible of danger asof 
grace. Here Dn Pont (with equall paſlion and forrow) ſtrongly chargeth them both 
with the murcher of his Father De Lawrier, as alſo for robbing of his gold and jewels and 
for burying of him in the Orchard. But theſe twd bloody factors of Hell, with a world 
of ſtouc looks, impious oathes and fearefull afſ-verations, vow and {weare the contrary, 
So the Officers take them afide and examine them ſeverally hereon, Bur they can re- 
ceive nothing from them bur peremptory denials and prophane execrations, The'which 
Dw Pont hearing and underſtznding he (wich much affetion ro his Father, and diſcreti- 
on to himſelfe) ro vindicate and know the trarh hereof with the more tacility and the 
lefſe time, encreats the Officers to ſearch chem both narrowly for his Fathers go!dand 
jewels, whi h by Gods dir-Ction they do, the one after che other, when they finde quil- 
red up in their doublets and hoſe, ſtore of gold, and ſomerichjewels and rings, and 
yet theſe two bloody Villaines deny this murther' of cheirs with much audaciry 
and impudency, '{wearing that chey found this treafure in a Casker in the high way 4 
lictle League beyond Sahjves. Bur this lye of theirs is as falſe, as their murther aod rob- 
bery of honeſt old De Lawrier was roo trac, which Gad (in his mercy and juſtice) will 
briefly bring tolightand puniſhment far ſooner thantheſe bloody milcreancs eicher chink 
or feare of. Bk 
Du Pont (all this notwichſtanding) conſtantly affares theſe Officers, thar all this 
gold and jewels, and much and many more were his Fathers, and therefore are now 
his both by righr arid propriety , as being his onely ſonne and childe , and ſodemands 
poſſeſſion thereof. Burt rheſe Officers mildely deny this requeſt of his, rell him they 
muſt take them by an Inventory, and ſo rogether with che rwo priſoners to ſend them 
to the Judges of 8ahner under whoſe juriſdiQion they aff: med they were, So for that 
night they commit Farber: Infineon and Adries to rwo teverall priſons, where they 
ſhall finde leafure though not enough corepenc this foule andlamentable fa& of theirs. ' 
Wrich was no ſooner done. but Dx Poet (having thanked theſe Officers of Pontar- 
lin) ſends away a Poaſt to Sewer to acquaint the Judges thereof, of his apprehending 
of theſe the two Murtherers of his Father, whom hee earneſtly beſoughr to ha- 
ſten their execuiſons; ſo according to his requeſt at the end of two dayes theſe rwo 
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Priſoners are ſent for, and brought from Pow#erlis to 8e/ymer, and there impriſoned, 

The very nexc morning the criminal] Jadges ſend for them toone of their houſes, 
and firſt ſeverally private, and then publickly by confrontation, examine ther on 
this cruell-murther and robbery, but the Devillis ſtiLſo ſtrong with them, that wich 
much courage and yehemmency, they continue and ſtand firme in their negative reſoſn- 
tion and deniall ; but De Laurier being now found and knowneto havelayen ſome feyen 
weeks fick in 4driees houſe, as well by the confeſſion of TſabeBs his Wife, of Gracets her 
Maide, and of Thowss their Oſtler, as alſoot the Apothecary La Motte, then his body found 
buried in the Occhard , and 4dries and Father I»ſtin;es their ſudden flighr npon the 
ſame , and now laſtly; his horſe, gold, and jewels found upon them in Portarlis by the 
Officers of that Towne, and hjs Sonne Du Poxt, were evidencesasbriphr and apparanc 
as the Sunne that (in honourcojuſtice and inglory co God from whom all true jaftice is 
derived) theſe wiſe and grave Jadges of 8aliner , dorejeftrheſe denials of 4d4325 and 
Father In{izige, as falſe, prophane, and impious, and therefore that very inſtanc 
adjudge them both to the Rack, at the hearing of which ſentence they ſeerhe to he ap- 
palled anddaunted, but they being advertiſed that 7ſabeFahis Wife was likewiſe Impri- 
ſoned for this fat, ſhe fer her part, by ſomefriendsof hers makes ſute ro the Jadges, 
that ſhe may be permitted roſpeak with her hasband , and ſodoth Father 1»/i#ignthar 
he likewiſe may ſpeak wich her. But the Judges hold both of theſe their requeſtsto bee 
vaine and impercinent, ind therefore flatly contradift and deny them. 

So Adrian is firſt broughtto the Rack , who though hee bee weake of conſtitution 
yet hee is {tjll fo ſtrong in his villany;, as hee will not bee perſwaded or drawne to con- 
feſſe ir, bur with much courage of body, and animoſity of minde, ſfaffers himſelfe ro 
be faſtned thereto , whereof the Judges being advertiſed, they in their diſcretion hold 
it expedient todelay his cormenes for a time, and (© firſt to make triall of Father Tuſtini- 
aw, to ſee if theſe his tormenrs will make him lefſe ſtour, and more flexible in the con- 
feſſion thereof. Wherein (l write it with joy) their jadgements nothing deceive them, 
for at the very firſt wrench of the Rack, God is ſo mercifulll to his ſoule, ' and fo pro» 
pitious' to his new converſion and repentance, that he then and there confeſſeth this 
lamentable murther , in all its branchesand circumſtances (as we haye formerly under- 
ſtood) aftirmes only himſelfe and 4driss to be the”Auchors and ARors thereof, ſweares 
that 1ſabells, Gracets , and Thomas were every way innocent chereef, and had no hand 
or knowledge therein whatſoever. Whereupon the Jadges ſend againe for 4drian, and 
cauſe him anew to bee broughrto the Rack, but frſt they hold ir fit to confronthim 
with his bloody companion Father 1u/i#ias , who boldly affirming, and conſtantly 
confirming all his former depoſition to him in his face to be ſincere and true. A4dries is 
amazed and daunted therear, avalſoatthe ſighr of the Rack which was againe prepa- 
red and brought for him, when the Devillflying from him, and he caſting his heart 
and ſoule ar the ſacred feet of Gods mercy, he there very ſorrowfully confirmed all Fa- 
ther T»ſtivians confeſſion to be true, and chen falling on his knees, he (wich many bitter 
ſighes and reare) faid againe and againe aload; that his Wife , his Man, and his Maide 
were as truly innocent , 2s Father 7yfiniav and himſelfe were alone truly guilty of this 
foule and crueli murcher and robbery of De Lavrier. When their Judges, aſmnch rejoy-' 
cing atthe deteQion and confeſſion of cheſe their crimes, as they lamented anddereſted 
their perpetrationsthereof, They condemne them both to be hanged che next morning 
and becauſe Father T»tizia had violated his ſacred Qrder, and 4drias the humane and 
Chriſtian Lawes of Hoſpitality, their bodies afcer tobe burne to aſhes. 

So as ſoone as-Farher 1»ſtivias was degraded of his Sacerdotall Order, 8nd habit, 
and committedrto the ſecalar powers, he togerher with Adrias were forthat nightretur- 
ned cotheir priſon andrepenrance, where twoPrieſts, and one Fryer of theorder of 

the Iacobines prepare their ſoules for Heaven againſt the next morning, It wasa griefe to 


Ifabellas 
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Iſcbellas heart, to heare that he was guiley of this foule and lamentable marther, buca far 
greater torment and hell ro her minde to underſtand that hee muſt ſaffer death for the 
fame, and that ſhee ſhould neither ſee nor ſpeak with him any more eicher in this life, 
or this world. . Againe, looking from him to herſelte, as ſheeconld nat. hope for his 
like. ſo ſhee thoughe ſhe had ſome ſmallcauſe, or at leaſt ſcruple rodoubt and feare her 
own\.. in negard.ir-lay. at the cartefie or cruelty of her husband and Father #*tiaies , for 
that (as wee. baye formerly underſtood) they acquainted her wirh cheir intencs and de- 
fices ig emurthet, De-Lavricr ,; and ſhee revealed irnot.. Bur yer (nevertheleſſe) in the pu- 
Ney'ok her heart, and the candide innocency of her ſoule, ſhe commits the ſuccefſe borh 
of her life,anddeath to God, and norbeing able to ſleepe away any part of that night for 
ſorrow, ſhe as a religious woman,and a moſt yertaous wife) pafſeth ouethe whole obſcu- 
rity chereof, in the brightnefſe of heavenly ejaculations and prayers, which fromthe 
profundity of her heart, ſhee profercth up ro Heaven both for her husband and her 
ſclfe. 

Very early the next morning, before Father Is/tisies and Adria> went ro their 
execution ; Dx Pet, and (at his requeſt) the Judges repaire to the Prifontothem ; 
where he and chey enquire of him , co what valew of gold and jewels they had raken 
from his dead Father, who tell him, that inaletter which his Father had written co 
bim co Dijon, and the which they had ſapprefſed and burnt, hee therein mentioned 
the valew of one thouſand ſeven hundred crownes. And being againe demanded by 
him, whit and where was become of all rhat great ſumme in gold and jewels, they freely 
and ingenuouſly tell him, that one third part thereof was taken from them, by him and 
the Officers-of juſtice in Po#terlis , and another third hee ſhould finde hiddenin ſuch 
and ſuch ſecret places of their houſes, and for the other third part, they bluſhed not to 
confefſe and averre, that they had ſince paid ſome old debts and bought ſome new appa- 
rell, and ſpentche reſt thereof upon their whores, and other of their voluptuouſaefſe 
and prodigalities. So the Judges and Dy Post ſpeed away ro Adrian and Father Inftieiant 
hoaſes, where they finde the gold and jewels according to their confeſſions, the which 
rog2ther withthe other former part taken from rhem at Pezterlin (both which amounted 
ro ſome 11 or 1200 crownes) theſe wiſe and honeſt Judges deliver up unro Ds Peat, who 
receives it from them with joy and thankfulnefſe, but asa good Sonne rejoyceth farre 
more at the now approaching deſerved deaths, of theſe two bloody and cx*<crable wrer- 
ches, father 7»ſisiavand 4drizn,the murcherersof his goodold FatherDe Lawrier,of whoni 
ſome twenty and fiveyeers before, he had the happinefle to receive his life. 

Some two houres after, which was abont cenne of theclock in the morning theſe 
aur two condemned malefators are brought to the place of execution, where a great 
concourſe of people of 8alyaes , and the countrey thereabours atrend to ſee them finiſh 
the laſt Scene and Caraſtrophe of their lives. The firſt who aſcends the Ladder is 
Adrien, who ſpeakes litcle ; Only he rakes ic to his death, that his deere wife 7ſabe//s, his 
S-ryant Maide Graceta, and his Oftler Thomas, are as abſolurely innocent of this murrher 
of De Lavrier , a3 he himſelfe here againe confefſeth be is guilty thereof. He prayes God 
to forgive him his fonle fat, and beſeecheth all that ar- preſent to pray to God for him, 
and for his wretched. and miſerable fonle, che which he knowerh hath greatneed and 
want of their prayers , when caſting his handkerchiefe over his face, and privately end- 
ing ſome few prayers to himſelfe be is rurned over. Inſtantly after him Father 1#inies 
mounts the Ladder, who (in his lJookes and countenance) ſeemestobe very repentant 
and penicent for this his foute and hainons fa, the which he prayes God toabſolve and 
forgive him, hee here againe cleeres 1ſabella, Gracets, and Thema; of this marther. Hee 
much lamenterch that he bath ſo highly ſcandalized the ſacred order of Prieſthoud in his 
crime and perſon; and therefore beſeecheth all Prieſts and Churchmen either preſent or 
abſent to forgive it him z when repeating ſome Ave Harter, and ofren making the figne 


And 


; ofthe Crofle, he was likewiſe turned over. 
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And thns was the miſerable life and death of this impiousPrieft , and wicked and 
bloody Hoaſt, and in this ſharpe manner {did God juſtly revenge himſelfand paniſh them 
with ſhame and confufion for this crnell and lamentable murther. Immediately after 
which'executdon of theirs, the Judges ſetonr yertnouyand innocent 1ſebe#s, andher 
maide, and Oftler free from their undeſerved indurance and troubles , whereat al} the 
ſpeQators,do'as mach praiſe God for the liberty of the three laſt, as they deteſt the foule 
crime, andrejoyce ar the juſt puniſhments of the two firſt > If we makegood uſe of the 
knowledge of this ſortowfnll hiſtory, the profit and conſolation thereof will be ours, and 
the glory Gods, which God of hisbeſt favour and mercy grant us. Amen. 
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Hippolito ee7theretb Gartia in the fireet by eight, for the which be ir hanged. Dominica and 
ber Chamber-maid Deniſa poyſoveth her Hwrband Roderigo , Denila afterward; ſtrangleth 
bey owne new-borae Babe. aud thrower it into s Pond for the which ſhe is hawyed : On the Ladder 
Hhe confeſſed that ſhe war arceſſarie, with her Lady Dominica, in the poyſoning of her Hwrband 
Roderigo ; forthe which Dominica is apprehended, aud likewiſe hanged. 


Ow eafily doth malice and revenge enterinto our hearts, and 
how difficulrly doe we expell and baniſh it thence ;/ and'what 
doth this promiſe, or rather threaten unto ns, bur char ir is 4 
wretched figne and reftimonie, chat che Devill hath more 
wer wich us than God, that we more dearelyaffe&t Narure 
than Grace,and Earth than Heaven? In many finnes there is 
| ſome prerence ot ſhadow of pleaſure, but in Murther there is 
— (1. rione, excepr we defirethar it fhoald bring griefe and repen- 
——<If tance to our hearts, horror and terror ro our confciences, atjd 
miſerie and confuſion toour ſoules ; which indeed, deſpight 
of our earthly policie and prophane prevention, it will infallibly both ſhew and brihg us. 
Bur (to ſhew our wickednefſe in our weakenefſe) chrough the (lye ſabtilrie and trecherie 
of Satan, we thinke we aQ arid perpetrate it fo ſecterly, that ir cannot be found our of 
men;nor dereted or puniſhed of God, Wherein,whar ſocriſh fooles and foohſh mad+ 
men are we, thns to deceive and berray our ſelves with falſe hopes and ertoneons ſug- 
geſtions? for alchovgh men may be deladed and not ſee ir, yer can God be mocked, or 
will he be blinded and deceived herein? O no, his decrees and refolacions are ſcerer 
and ſacred, and rhoughinviſibte ro our eyes,yet ERIITT and ation$are tranſparent 
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co his :* For he (in his all-ſeeing providence) reſerves to himſelfe the manner and rime, 
how and where to puniſh it. As reade we this approaching Hiſtorie, and ir will confirme 
as much, in the lives and deaths of ſome bloudie and inhumane perſonages, who 
were borne to honour, and conſequently to have lived more happie, and died lefle 
12nominiouſ]y. 


IB the rich and populous Citie of Grawado ( which Ferdi#esd and 1ſabelle, King and 
Queene of Spaiez. 42v0 1492, lo famouſly and tortrinately conquered from the Moyes) 


there (within theſe few yeeres) dwelt an ancient Lady, named Dons Alicia Cervamiells, 


who was deſcended of noble parentage , and by herlate Husband, Dos Pedro deCardings 
(dying a chiefe Commander in the Weſt 72dzzr ) ſhee had two children, a tonne-and a 
daughter ; he named Doz Garcia, and ſhee Dowa Dominica ; hee of ſome ewenrie yeeres 
of age, and ſhee of ſome eighreene ; hee tall, of itature, but ſomewhat hard-favoured, 
and ſhee ſhorc, bur exceeding faire and beautifull. Their Mather Cervestells being tot 
left rich by her deceaſed Husband, did yet bringup theſe | why children very honows 
tably and-verruouſly, and mainraiped them exceeding gallant in their-apparell, cheagh 
ſhee clad her ſelfe the worle for it, for their ſakes." Shee obſerves her ſonne Don Gorcis to 
be of a mild diſpoſition, and very wirtie and judicious ; bu for her,dgughter Domjvica, 
ſhee ſees with feare, and feares with griefe, that her wit will come ſhart &f-her beaurie, 
and herchaſtirie of her wit : in which regard and conſideration, ſhee loves himberrer 
than her, and yet beares (o vigilanr.an eye over her ations, that as yer ſhee keepes her 
wichin the liſts of modeſtie, and che bounds of obedience, as holding ir farre traer diſ- 
cretion to make her more beloyed than feared of her, or rather that feare and love by 
tarnes might a their ſeveral! parts npon the Theatre of heryourhfalt hearrand refolu- 
tions, There is an old rich Gentleman of that Cirie nobly deſcended, tearmed Don Hip« 
polito Sevino, commonly knowne and named onely Dos Hippolito, aged of ſome threeſcore 
and tenne yeeres.and much ſubje& ro the Gour, a diſcaie better knowne rhan cured, and 
which loves rich men as much as poore men hare it : And this old Hippolito, in the froſt 
and winter of his age, falls in love with our faire foung Lady Domieice ; and (o by the 
Lady che Mother ſeckes her daughter in marriage, As for the Muther, ſhee loves Hippo- 
lito's Gold betrer than her daughrer doth his age,and affe@s his lands as tmuch as ſhe haces 
his perſonage. Bur Don Gercia,at the ofren requeſts of his filter, being at laſt yanquiſhed 
dy her importunirie, ſoanechangech his Mothers opinion and good etteeme of Hippolito, 
and ſ© they all three give him the repulſe and deniall. Bur his affe&tion to this delicare 
freſh young beantie makes him more perverſe and obſiinate than his age, ſo he will rake 
no anſwer. for an anſwer, nor a refuſall for a refuſe from them, bur will or niil frequenc 
their compagie dayly, and their houſe almoſt hourely ; they are all chree ryred with his 
ſoctiſh incivilitie, and doting importunacie, eſpecially Dowizics, who meaſuring his age 
by her youth, and knowing him to beftarre fitter for his Grave than a Wife, ſhe therefore 
ſcornes him as muchas he loves her : bat yet ſay ſhee what ſhee will, or doe her Mother 
and Brother what they can, yet they cannot free their houſe or ſhift theirbands ot him; 
alchough they many times make him looke upon bare walls, cantent hirmſelfe to conyerſe 
with the meaneft of their ſervants, and.ſo to rerurne, without ſeeing either of Mother, 
Sonne,or Daughter, , = ———_— 

But Domisics holding her beantie and yeeres now to be worthie of a Hosband, ſhee is 
ſoincviil and inconrinent, as ſh-e prayes her Mother to procure and provide her one : 
For (10 ofe herowne words) ſhee ſaith, ſhee is wearie to he elone,ond live fingle, and fully re- 
ſotvea no longer either tq trifie away her time , or to caſt away her youth and beawtie. Her Lady 


Mother (in moſt vercuous tearmes) checks her impud=ncie,blames her impudicitie, and - 


condages,charitſhee forſake thoſe immodeſt homours and inclinations,and fo ferye and 
feareGod religiquſly,cthea chere is nodoubt but in good time he(of his propitious favour 
and goodacfſecomards her). wilt proyide her one , when turning from her Daughter, 

| pigs | rhe 


=——_— 
_ 


Hil XXVII. Roder iv0 and Dominica. | 491 


OS —— —— Cr eopo—_ _ e—mta—— 


UMI 


the very teares of furrow fall abundantly from herold eyes, to ſee her thas immodel(t, 
chas irregular and wanton, as doubring and tearing thar in the end ic will prove ominous 
and fatall co her. 

Bar her laſcivious Danghter Domiaica 13 not contented with this generall anſiver of 
her Mother; for ſhe is yer ſo vainly imprudenrt,and fo vitiouſly impudent,as ſhee impor- 
cunately prayes her Brocher Dos Garcia effeCtuaily and ſpeedily to folicice her Mother ro 
p-ovidz her a Hashand , whereact he rather laughes, than gives eare. Bar when againe he 
raminares and conſiders with himſzlfe his her foolith levicie and wantonnefle, fearing 
the worſt, and to th» end ſhee mighr not hereafter prove a diſgrace to herſelfe,a ſcandal! 
ro their houſe, and a dilhonour ro their bloud, he (caking rime ar advantage) breakes and 
treats with his Mother hereon: who concurring in opinion with him .returnes him rather 
her conſene than her denyall ; che which he reports co his immodeſt Siſter Dowinica,who 
is thereac as joyfull as before (hee was diſconrenred, 

Not long afcer ic fell oat, that Dominica with her Mother going on a great Holy-day in 
the morning to the Church of the BeaediZine Monkes, and being behind her on her knees 
to her Bzades and Oraiſons, her deyorion was ſo cold and her zeale fo frozen rowards 
God, as ſeeing a very proper young Gentleman{richly apparel!ed) likewiſe there on his 
knees to his prayers not farre from her ; (hee as a poore (I may fay as 2p:ophane) Chri- 
ftian, beckons her Mothers man zo come to her,and whiſpers him in the eare,thar he dif- 
creetly goe and enquire what that young Cavalier is, whom (hee deſcri-s t2 him by his 
apparell,and efpecially by a rich Diamond Ring which he weare: on his finger: H-r Mo- 
thers man demanding of the G-ntlemans ſeryants, returnes ſpeedily to his young L2dy, 
and te]ls her in her care, that it is Dos Roderige, ſonne and heire to Doz Eminnel de Cortes, 
whereat her luſtfall affeftion makes her heart leapz and dance wirhia her for jw ;, for fo 
incivilly unchaſt is ſhee in her defires and wiſhes, that at his very firit fight thee d-fires 
him for her Hushand, before any other man of the world, yea. betore any ocher earihly 
felicitie. Whereupon ſhee yowes, thar her Mother ſhall have no rrace, nor her Brother 
any peace of her, before they powerfully make this motion of marriage for her ro Dos 
Rod:rigo; who being ofren ſolicired and provoked by her importunate requeſts, they 
conſult hereon,and both of them approve and defire it,as holding ita march «© qually ho- 
nourable to them both, The Sanne will have his Mother firſt co breake the ice »f this 
motion to Dos Roderigo, but the Mother will have her Sonne firſt to performe that office 
to him,and foto take a faire occaſion to invite him home to her houſe ro ſp=:k with her, 
the which Dos Garcia performes, and deales herein ſo effeQtually with Dow Rodrigo, thar 
home he comes with him: The Lady Cervaztel/s(after many complements and ſpeeches) 
preſencs this motion tohim. He ſees the young Lady Dominica, her Daughrer.and finding 
her to be exceeding faire and witrie, he likes and loves her, and fo cakes ime ro adviſe 
hereon with his Father,forthe Lody his Mother was formerly gonero Heaven. Roderigo 
breakes this motion to Don Exxaexel, his Father; who not pleaſed cherewith,feekes ro dt- 
vert his ſonne from irt,in regard he knowes that her Mother Dona Cervastella is verv poore 
andofa weake eſtate,as being much incumbred with che greatdebrs of her deceaſed Hus- 
band. Roderigo alledgeth to his Father, his true affetion to the crae beautie and vertues 
of Dominice,and that her deſcent and blond is no way inferiourto his. But his Father be- 
ing ofan exceeding coverous diſpoſition, will have wealth co over-ſway beautie.,and riot 
beantie wealch,and fo is reſolute to heare no more of this motion ; wherear his ſonne Rs- 
derigo bites the lip,and is mach diſcontented. Yet neverthelefle, he hath caſt his affe&ion 
ſo deepely and firmely onthe freſh and delicate beautie of Dowinica,thar holding ic to be 
the Gold of Nature, and ſhee the Qaeene and Phoenix of Beaurie, he cannor, he will nor 
refraine,but very often frequents Dong Cervantella's houſe, and her Daughters companie : 
Towhom (notwithſtanding his Fathers diſtaſt of her) he yer gives farre more hope chan 
deſpaire,thas he will be her Hasband, which raviſheth her with delight,her Mother Doug 
Cerventells and her Brother Don Garcia with content. 
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Bat the order of our Hiſtorie invites us for a while to leave Dow Roderieo, to feaſt his 
eyes and ſurfet his chonghts and contemplations on the Roſes and Lillics of his Miſtris 
beauric, and againe to returne to ſpeake of our old Dotard Hippoſizo; who now (led by 
bis laſt and voluptuous deſires, as they are by the inſtigation of the Devill) comes to per- 
forme and at a bloudie and deplorable part on the ſtage of this Hiſtorie. Hee ſees with 
priefe,and grieves to ſee that hee is refuſed of the Lady Dominice, whom hee loves farre 
dearer and tenderer than his life ; and underſtanding that Doz Roderigo de Cortez, doth: 
{till frequent her companie, hath gained her affeCtion, and ſhall ſhortly marrie her, hee 
thereupon taurnes his reaſon into rage, converts his judgement into revenge, and fo ' 
reſolves to murther him by night, as ſoone as hee findes him to ifſue forth of the Lady 
Cerventelld's houſe ; the Devill making him ſtrong in the vanitie of this beliefe and con- 
fidence, that hee being once dead, undoubtedly the faire Dowinice will fall for his ſhare 
and Wife. So hee is reſolute in this his bloudie and damnable deſigne, and conſults 
with himſelfe,whether hee ſhould doe it by himſelfe,or by ſome ſecond inſtrument; but 
finding it dangerous to effect ir by another, becauſe hee muſt then commit his life to his 
courreſie,and ſeeing that his Gonc had now forſaken him,hee therefore reſolves to doe 
it by himſcife. Bur firſt hee thinkes it not improper, rather pertinent for him, to write ' 
Roderigo a Letter; the which hee doth in theſe tearmes, and ſends it him by one of his 
owne confident ſeryants. 


Hirrorrire to RepitrlG0O, 


WE thou informed but of the kundreth part of my deare affetion to the faire young Lad 
Dominica, and reciprocalty of bers to me, thow wonldſt ( if not ont of honour, yet out of 
Judgement) ſurcesſe thy ſuit to her, and wot make thy obſtinacie ridiculows, by thinking to obtine 
ber to thy Wife : and although ſhee feede thee with the ſuger of many ſweet proteſtations and pro- 
miſes to the comtrarie, yet if 1 have any ejer in my head, or thou judgement in thine, to diſcerne the 
irmth hereof, thou haſt farre more reaſon to relje upes the integritie of my age, than the vanitie and 
Inconſtancie of her youth : And wert thou not a Gentleman whom 1 love for thine owne,oud honour 
for thy Fathers ſake, 1 had not ſo lowg permitted thee to frequent her companie, nor ſo often to con- 
verſe with her, to the prejudice of xy content and thy + vm © And if this friendly Ambaſſedowe 
of my heart , my Letter, will not yet induce thee to leave her to me, whom Heaven and Earth, God 
and her Mother have gives we :, I will then, either by thy Father, or by the nſuall conrſe of Iaſtice, 
take that order with thee thereis, as ſhall redownd as much to my honony and fame, as to thy infemie 
and diſreputation. 
HigeOLtTtoO: 


Roderigo having received and read this Letter of Hippolzto, hee cannor refraine from 
ſmiling and laughing, to ſee his ſottiſh errour and ridiculous ignorance herein ; for hee 
perfetly knowes, that both Domipics and the Lady Cervantel/s her Mother are long 
ſince reſolved to heare no more either of him or of his ſair, and therefore hee holds it 
more worthie of his langhter than of his obſervation, likewiſe to ſee, that this'old 
Dotard, when Nature is readie to wed him to his Grave , thar his luſt ſhould yer be 
fo forward, to defire tomarry ſo young and beautifull a Lady as Domnics : The-which 
confidering, once hee thought to- returne him no other anſwer bur-filence ; bur at 
laſt, reſpe&ing his age and qualicie more than his indiſcretion or power, after hee had 
ſhewne his Lerrer to Cerwantella, ro: Dowinice, and her Brother Dox Garcia, who all 
concurre in opinion with. him, to make it the publike obje&, as both it ard-bim- 
ſelfe were the private cauſe of their generall laughter, hee calls for Pen and Paper, 
and- (rather with contempt than choler) by Hippolito's owne ſervant retwnes' bim 
this anfwer. 
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RoDER1GO to HIPPOLITO. 


Jvc a ſmall reaſon to doubt of thy ous to the young Lady Deminica , es to beleeve that 
hers is reciprocally ſo to thee, and therefore T ſee no juſt canſe in honour or ſolid ground in 
Indgement to ſurceaſe my ſute towards her, much leſſe to deems my obſtinacy ridiculons in hoping = 
fo obtaine her to wy Wifes And altbough it be in thy pleaſure , yet it is not in thy power to make 
wee doubtfull of ber faire words, or to . all in queſtion, or ſuſpition her ſweet promiſes and prote- 
ſtation: to mee, ſeth that were to prophane the purity of my z.eale to ber, and of ber true and for 
ecre y_ to mee, the which yet to doe thee a enrtefie, Twill rather excuſe than condemne in 
thee, becauſe I am confident it exceeds thy knowledge, though not thy feare , aud in this behalfe 
and aſſurance, thine eyes cannot ſo much prevaile with my Indgement, but that 1 will more rely 
ypon the integrity of her youth. than the vanity of thy Age. As for thy love to me, or honour to my 
Father, when Ifinas it ſo, Twill acknowledge it to be as true, as now I conceive it feigned : but 
for thy threats to mee in thinking thereby t0 make mee forſake the converſation and company of 
that faire and vertuous young Lady,T doe rather pitty than eſteem them , and every way more 
contemne than care for them, Aſſuring thee that I cannot poſſibly refraine from laughter, toſee 
thee ſo deveid of common ſence, as to think: t0 be able, either to ſcarre mee with the power of the 
Law, or to daunt me with the prerogative and authority of my father in making mee to jorſake 
her whom in life and death,I neither can nor will forſake,reſolve therefore henceforth to prevent 
thy infamy «ud diſreputation, for I will bee left to evy ſelfe to eſtabliſh meiwe owne content and 


bonoxr, as I pleaſe. 


— we * = hay —w_— pag _ 


a> TH Tt Www FF ww = #7 


RODERIGO. 6.68 


Hippolito upon the receit and conſideration of this peremptory letter of Dox Rode- 
rigo, 18 ſoinflamed and incenſed againſt him to ſee that (perforce) he will make him 
weare a /i//ow Garland, as (without any more delayes or expoſtulations)underſtand- 
ing himto bee that very ſame night which hee received his Letter, with his Lady Dowi- 
#icaather mothers houſe, the Devill cauſeth him to gather all his malice, ' wits and | 
ſtrength together about him that nightto murther him as he ifſueth forth to goe home, «.J 
which bloody ſtratagem of his toeffect and finiſh, he chargeth a piſtoll with three bul- 
lets and hee waites his comming thence : but Dox Garcia accidentally iſſuing forth all 
alone privately to goe vitit a friendof his not farre off, this wretched old villaine Hip- 
polito taking him to bee Roderigo lets flye at him, and all three bullets pierce his body, 

{o hee falles downedead to the ground. The blow is heard, and the breathleſle b 

of Don Garcia is found reeking 1n his blood, whoſe mother , fiſter, and Dox Roderigg 

are amazed and aſtoniſhed at this deplorable dilaſter, and ready to drowne themſelves 

mM intheir tcares for {orrow thereof. So Aoderige leaving ſome Neighbours to comfort 

ec them, hee takes order to finde out the murtherers,and goes himſelfe ſpeedily through« 

ng out the ſtreet to that efiet; When the good pleaſure and providence of God diredtchis 

It courſe tofinde out this old execrable wretch Hippolito going lirping and limping in the 
1d ſixeet, having throwne away his Piſtoll, and only holding his darke lanthorne 1n his | 
be hand, which then (the better to colour out this damnable fatt ofthis) hee opened to \ 
ch | bght him Aoderigo. meaſuring things paſt by the preſent; and finding Hippolito-there ' 
at in the ſtreets all alone,at this undue and uaſcaſonable houre of thenightz God prompts 
ad his heart with this ſufpition, that hee in likely-hood was the murtherer of Dox Garcia; 
all and ſolayes hold of him, and cauſeth him to be committed to the priſon , notwith= 
m- {ſtandingall the entreaties;meanesand friends, which hee could then poſſible make 
er, tothe contrary. The next dayall&ravadorings and reſounds of this murther , and of 
im the ſuſpiion and impriſonment of Dow Hi | for the ſame, when the Lady \Cervan- 
tells goes tothe Criminall Indgesof the City and accuſeth him for the ſame, and with 
w, od paſian, followes it cloſe againſt him; and although Hippolito at his 
fc examiastion denies it,yet being by his nes ludge adjudged to the ſs 
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for the ſame, hee at the very firſt ſight thereof confeſleth ic, for the which bloody and 
lamentable crime ofhis, hee is ſentenced the next day to be hanged although he prof- 
fered all his eſtate and meanes to ſave his life 3 Butthe zeale and integrity of his judges 
was ſuch to the ſacred name of Tuſtice, as they diſdained to be corrupted herewith. 

So the next Morning this eld bloody wretch Hippolito 1s brought to the common 
place ofexecution , where a very great concourſe of people repaire from all parts of 
the City to ſee him take hislaſt farewell of the world , moſt of them pittying his age, 
butall cendemning the enormity of this his foule and bloody crime.-He was dealt with 
by ſome Prieſts and Fryers in priſon, whoſe Charity and Piety, endeavoured to fortifie 
his heart againſtthe feare of death , and to prepare his ſoule for the life and joyes of 
that tocome. But the Devill was yet ſo ſtrong with him, that hee could not be drawne 
to contrition nor would not bee either periwaded or enforced to repentance, or to 
askeGod, or the world forgiveneſle of this his bloody fat, but as helived prophanely, 
ſo hee would dye wretchedly and deſperatly , for on the Ladder hee made a fooliſh 
ſpeech, the which becauſe it ſavoured more of beaſtly concupiſcence and luſt, than 
of Piety or Religion, I will therefore burie it in oblivion , and filence, and ſo hee was 
turned over. 

Come we now to ſpeake of Dow Emanuell de Cortes, the Father , whounderſtanding 
of his Sonne Roderies hiscontinuall frequenting of Dona Cervantella's houſe , and her 
daughter Dominica 's company, and now hearing ofthis murther of her Sonne toher 
doore, his owne Sonne being then therein preſent; he is much diſcontented therewith; 
and becauſe he will ſequeſter him fromher ſight and provide him another Wife, hee 
ſends him to Aſzales,a manor houſe of his, ſome tenne leagues off in the Countrey, with 
a ſtrong injunction and charge, there to refide till his farther order to returne : Roderige 
1s wonderfull ſorrowfull thus to/leave the fight of his faire and deere Miſtris Dowizice, 
and(to the view of the world) no lefle is ſhee, ſo hee tranſporteth only his body to 
Aſnalos, but his heart hee leaves with her in Granado. But a moneth is ſcarce expired 
after his departu re, but the Lady Cervante//a(by the death of her Son Dox Garcia, wan=- 
ting a-man to conduct and governe her affaires , eſpecially her law ſutes, wherewith 
(as wee have formerely heard)ſhe is much incumbred, ſhee thereupon ( as alſo at the 
inftsnt requeſt of her Daughter) writes Koderigo this letter for his returne. 


CERVANTELLA to RODERIGO. 


S thou tendereſt the proſperity of my affaires ,. and the content and joy of my Daughter, I 

\. requeſt thee ſpeed/ly to leave Aſnallos, andto returne to reſide bere in Granado, for I 
wanting my Soune Garcia, who was the joy of my life, and ſhee her R oderigo who art the life 
of her joy, thou muſt not finde it ſtrange, if my age , andher youth, and'if my Law ſutes and ber 
love affetions and deſires aſſume this reſolttion: Thy Father is a Noble man of Reaſon , and his 


Sorne ſhall finde this to bee arequeſt both honourable and reaſonable , except thou wilt ſo farre 


publiſh thy weakeneſje to the world, that thou doeſt more feare thy Father than love my Dangh- 
zer, for our ſhonſdeſt once permit thy obedience to hineſo farre to give a Law to thy affetFion 
t0 her, then wilt ther. make thy ſelfe as unworthy to bee her Hurband, as Idefire it withzeale, 
and ſheg with paſſien: Shee is reſolved to ſecond this my letter with one of her owne tothe, to 
which 1 referre thees God bleſſe thy ſtay, and haſten thy returne. 's 229977 
Sned 0 rotst ir fy in ſo! $7: CERVANTELLA. 
Domtinicareſolving to make good her promiſe toher mother, and that of her mo- 
therto Roderigo,ſhe withdrawes her: ſelfe toher chamber to write,and knowing her 
mothers meſſenger ready todepart,chargeth him with the delivery of her letter toher 
lover Rederigo, and tocaſtthe better luſtre and varniſh over her affe&ion, ſhe takesa 
Diamond Ring from her finger, and likewiſe ſends it him for a token of her love, 
4 F712 p! g7ovl DomINICA 


094 


” nw 


GP R__Y 


a Jy has} 


* FF —- — 0” WW _—_ wy 'Y WWW ww wr Mr ww WW WF UT F Wo PTY ws 


_ _- 3 C3 2 Ak... 2. io. Bu 
- 


ww HH 


" Lo») 


pwrity and candonr of my affe@ion,to thinks that I any way preferre my obe 


U—— 


ren Sy 


OO CD 


Hit. XXVIIE. Rederigo and Dominica. 495 


DOMINICA to RoDERIGO, 


A $ the death of my Brother Don Garcia made me extreame ſorrowfull , ſo this of thy ab= 
lence made mee infinitely miſerable, for as that nipt my joyes and hopes in their bloſſomes, 
fo this kills them in their riper age and maturitie. When Ifirſt received thy love , and gave and 
returned thee mine in exchange, Thad well thought thou hadſt affeFed ms too dearly ſo ſoons to 
leave my ſight, and to baniſh thy ſelfe from my company, but now Tſee with griefe, and feele with 
ſorrow that thou loveſt thy Father farre better than mee , and delighteſt to preſerre his content 
before mine, for elſe thou hadſt not made me thus wretched by thy abſence , who am as (it were) 
but entering into the happineſſe of thy preſence. If thou canſt finde in thy heart to obey his cont- 
mands, before thou grant my requeſts, then come not to Granado,but ſtay ſtillin Alnallos,but 
if the contrary, then leave Aſnallos, and come to me* in Granado , where I will chide thee for 
thy long ſtay , and yet give thee aworldof thankes and kiſſes for thy ſs ſoone returne, and as my 
heart and joule doth defire it , ſo the proſperity of my Mothers affaires doth likewiſe want, and 


" therefore crave it. Indge of the fervency of my affcFion to thee, by thine to my ſelfe 5 and then 


thou wilt ſpeedily reſolve to ſee thy Dominica, who deſires nothing ſo much under Heaven as to 
have the happineſſe of thy ſight , andthe felicity and Honour of thy Company. 


DOMINICA. 


Roderigo receives theſe their two Lettersreputes that of the mother to much reſpett, 
and this of her Daughter to infinite affteCtion, ſo as the very knowledge and conſidera- 
tion thereof makes him rejoyceyn the firſt, and triumph in the ſecond, and therefore 
knowing himſelfe tobe a man, and paſt a child, and that as hets bound by nature and 


' reaſon to obey his father, ſo heis not tyed to'bee commanded by him beyond jt, 


wherefore he reſolves to give content tothe mother for the daughters ſake, and to the 
daughter for his owne ſake, and ſo by their owne meſſenger returnes them theſe an- 
{wers; That to the Lady CervantePa ſpake thus. 


RODERIGO tOCERVANTELLAs 


So winch tender the proſperity of thy off rires and thy daughters content and joy,th.at my reſolu- 
tions ſhall ſs diſpoſe of my ſelfe towards my Father 5 as verie ſhortly I will ſee thee with reſpe&# 
and obſervance, and viſit her with affeFion and zeale; for this deſire of hers and requeſt of thine, 
is ſo honourable, ſo reaſonable, as my Father ſhould be guilty of unkindeneſſe, to deny the one,and 
my ſelfe of ingratitude mot to grant the other Or if he will yet continue-to croſſe our affetion:, 
Twill then make it apparant to the worldythat Twill not feare him the thouſand part ſo much as I 
will love her, and that Twill ambitiouſly ſtrive andxeſolve to make my affetFton to her.to equal- 
lize thy teale and her paſſion to me;and that I cannot” receive a greater felicity and bonour,thatt 
to ſee her myWife,and my ſelfe her Hurband, 1have given att anſweretoher Letter , and very 


ſhortly Twill give her my ſelfe every way anſwerable to her merits , to thy expe@Fation and my 


promſe . | | 


R ODERIGO, 
His Letter to Dominica was charged and fraughted with theſe lines. 
RoDERIGO to Dom! NIC A. . 


T 0 deface thy ſorrawes for thy Brother: death and thy miſeries for my abſence, and likewiſeto 
| pee thy joyes in thett bloſſomes,and thy hopes in their riper-age antl maturity, Tam fully 
reſdroe very ſhortly to grant thy requeſt ti leaving Aſnallos,to live & die with thee in:Grana- 
do, and thou doeft offer a palpable wrong to the truth, and an immerited diſparagement to the 


ence to wy Father, 
before 


\ 
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before my affeFion to thee, or conſequently his content to thine. Thereof prepare thy ſelfe to kiſſ 
wot to «$4 mee, for elſe I will ke jo chide and not to kiſſe thee phat gubie Zy beſt 
devours ſhall waite on the proſperity of thy Mothers affaires, and my beſt love andſervice ſhall 
eternally attend on her Daughters pleaſure and command:,and judge thou if my zeale to thee,alge 
not exceed thine to my ſelfe, fith Earth is not ſo deere to mee, as the Honour of thy ſight, nor 
Heaven 45 the felicity of thy company. 
R.ODERIGO. 


Hee hath no ſooner diſpatched theſe two Letters to his Miſtris and her Mother, but 
the very next day aſter hee enters into a reſolution with himſclfez that hee ſhall not 
doe well ſo ſoone todiſoblige and diſobey his father , by ſo ſpeedily precipitating his 
returne from Aſnal/os to Granado, as urging this reaſon to his conlideration, and propo- 
ſing this conſideration to his judgement, that Domrinica's afteCtion and beauty can dif- 
ficultly make him rich, but that his Fathers diſcentent and diſpleaſure towards him 
may eaſily make him poore: Whereupon reſolving tocheriſh his conſtancy to her,and 
yet to retaine his obedience to him, hee holds it no finne if a little longer hee diſpence 
with his conteat,and promiſe to temporize for his diſcretion and profit, as grounding 
his hope upon this confidence, and his confidence upon this preſuming infallibility, 
that his Lady and Miſtris Dominica is as chaſt as faire, and will prove as conſtant to him 
as ſhe is beautifull in her ſelfe. But ſhe is a woman.,and therefore ſhe may deceive his 
hopes.and he is a man,and therefore it is poſlible that her beauty may betray his jadge- 
ment, the which prediction and onkete (to his griefe and ſorrow, and to her ſhame 
and miſery) wee {hall ſhortly ſee made true and verified, the manner thus. 

Dominica (as wee have formerly underſtood)being of a wanton diſpoſition and car- 
riage, and very unchaſtly and laſciviouſly enclined, ſhee finding Roderigoes ſtay in 
Aſnalles to exceed his promile and her expeCation , ſhee cannot live chaſt , ſhee will 
not remaine conſtant in his abſence, but hath a friend or two, I meane two proper 
young Gentlemen of Graznado,to whom ſhee many times privately imparteth her amo- 
rous favours and affteCtion, the which ſhee atethnot fo cloſely, but the Lady her Mo- 
ther(being a Lincy-eyed, and curious obſerver of her attions) hath notice thereof,and 
thinking to teclame her from this foule ſinne of fornication and whoredome , which 
threatens no lefle than the ruines of her fortunes,and the ſhipwracke of her reputations 
ſhe firſt attempteth to perſwade her by faire meanes with teares and prayers; but ſee- 
ing {hee could not thereby prevaile with her, then ſhee gives her many ” camel ſpeches 
and bitter threats,and menaces,as wholly to deprive her of her Fathers portion, and ej« 
ther to make her ſpend her daies in a Nunnery, or end them ina Priſon. That ſhee is 
notworthie to trexd upon theface of earth, or looke up to Heaven begauſe this her 
foule crime of fernication.,, - makes her odious to God,and an infinite ſhame and ſcap- 
dall toall her Parents and friends in generall, and toevery one in particular,with many 
ether reaſons looking and conducing that ways the which for brevities ſake, I reſolve 
toomit and bury in filence. 

But this lefuze of the Mother prevailes not with the Daughter, but rather inflames 
thanquencheth the fire of her inordinate and laſcivious luſt;the which ſhee perceiving, 
and to prevent herowne {candall inthat of her danghters, ſhee (as a applet Mother 
anda wiſe Matron)meweth herup in her chamber, where Dominic (for meere griefe 
and coller (to ſec her ſelfe thus debagd of her plealures in the reſtraint of herliberty) 
ſhee groyes very ſicke,lookes exceeding wanne, pale and thinne , and ſo keepes her 

d,: thewhbichthe LadyCernantell4takes for. 4 fit occalion and opportunity againe 

| ta:write tO Radenigoto\baſten hisreturne toGranedo, as doubting leaſt her 
| Belly ſhould chance to (well. and grow big in bis abſence. This her Letter 
hor derige, reported ber minde, and repreſented her defires to bim intheſe tearmes- 
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CnnvanTtella to RopariGO, 


Hou doeſt thy ſel/e no right, but me and ny Daughter infinite wrong, in ſtajing ſo long from 
Granado, in regard i! is comtrarie tothy promiſe, to my expeFation, and to her deſerts and 
merits : For her affetion is ſo eptire and fervent to thee, becanſe ſhee conteives and hopes that thin? 
(in requitall)) is ſo to her,that ſee hath this many moneths langviſhed in expetation of thy returre,, 
whereof now beginning to deſpire., that deſpire of hers hath ſtracke ber into ſo dangerows 4 con- 
ſumption , that I feare it will ſhortly prove fatall to ber : for alreadie. the Lillier have basi/hed the 
Roſes of her cheekes, yea, her cheekes are grawnethinne , and thoſe ſparkiine ſtarts, her eyes, have 
loſt a great part of their wonted luſtre aud glory: ſo if thy affeion will not, yet pitty ſhould move 
thee to haſten thy ret»rae, to ſee and comfort her, eſpecially ith thou wilt ſcarce kwow her when thou 
ſeeſt ber ;, iu r:gard I may (almoſt) juſtly affirese, that ſhee is no longer Dominica , but rather the 
living Anatomie of dead Dominica. How thou canſt anſwer for thu her ſickseſſe to thicze honour 
(which « cccaſioned by thy unkindneſſe) 1 know not ; but ſmre Iams if ſhee goe to her Grave before thou 
come to her, thox canſt never ſufferientl anſwer it to thy conſcience nor 1hy conſcience 10 God. Tn her 
fcke bed, thou art the onaly Saint towhom ſhee. offereth up ber devotions :, and. therefore it will be 6 
miſerable ingratitude inthe, to permit her to dye. thy Martyr. 

| CazavaAntaiilta, 


Arthe receit and peruſall of this Lerter, Rodepigg'is infioitely ſorrowfull , eſpecially 
when he conſidereth, that it is onely Domigics'; deere affetion to him, and his long ſtay 
from her, which hath occaſioned hex fichnefſe : whereupon his Jove conſulting with his 


: honour. his honaur with his conſcience,and liscopſcjience wkh God, hee conjureth the 


Meſſenger to.rerurne ſpeedily to. Granego, toghe Lady Cernantells; and her Daughter Do- 
mizica,trom him, and to affare them, thagall buſipefle of the world fer apare; hee will be 
there with chem the next. day, and brjng them the-anfwers:af;their Lecters himſelfe ; 
whereat, at che meſſengers returne, they both of them exceedingly rejoyee. Roderigo 
now (according to his promiſe) comes to Gyre#gdo,viliteth Cervagie//a,and his.fick Miſtris 
Dowisics; (ahates the one withcomplements, the ether with kifſes. .,Domieics intending 
togive him her body, butnot her hegrt,gifſembleth her affetion to bim, and frownes on 
him-exceedingly, as if her love to hin, and his to-her, were: dearer, to ber than all the 
world, and-farremore precious than hevhife.. Bat contrariwiſe, Roderigo intends as hee 
ſpeakes,and ſpeakes as hee.ingends ; yea, hee is fo fingere and reall in-his affection to her, 


as ſhee-is countexteit ay: pant o Soglorying in-her beaucie, and trium- 
phing in her youch,hee with much diffguitic obraipes his Eathers conſent, and warxies - 
her, their Npptials being ſalemnized in Gravodo with ſtate and;braverie, anfwerable to 


their deſcentsandqualiries; but hee will. knde a wanton Lajsfor a conſtant Lycrece, and s 
laſcivious Phryae for a chabte Pegelope.;. Never Hasband bore himfelfe more reſpetfully, 
lovingly and courtegully.ro his Vife,chan doth Radqigo ro Ns Domiaice; for be thinkes 
UNEAET fare cannot be cumous,nor ker apparell coſtlycnoughtfor her ; yea, ſach way his 
tender reſpe& of her,and affeion to;heg, that he willingly permicted her.t@ goe where 
ſheewould,and ro come when.ſhee pleaſed ;; contzatie tocheguitqme of Sparne; andge- 
Tally of moſt $panizrds, who hold it farre more folly than aeGtiontogive this licenti- 
ous freedoms, ang, libertie,to:their Wives, which wee doe:inZeg/ed and: France 5 the 
which wee ſhall fee verified in,our young Bride Domjaice : for-the mpge her Husband 
Raderig loves hey,the more ſheeſlights bim z.and the. more hee reſpe&g her, the more 
eneglets and contemaes-him-: whereat hee;prieves, his Mother in-law Cernantella 
ſtormes, and his owne Fathes Don Emanuel ds Cort6%repines and murmures Bur as it is la- 
bour in vaine 59 chipk rougake an #rbfopian white;loall of them cannot reclaime Domipica 
to.love her Husband, nor ſcarce to lye with him. He conceiyes infioite. griefe herear, 
which breedes him a lingring conſumption in earneft, as his Wife Dominice-was yo "Xe 
mM | pofleſſe 
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poſſefled of one in eaſt z whereat ſhe the more hates him, in regard the extremitie of his 
ſicknefſe and weaknefſe will nor permit him to performe the rires and duties of a Hus- 
band towards her : but ſhe need nor care, much lefle grieve therear, for ſhe takes her ob- 
ſcene and laſcivions pleaſures abroad, whiles her deare ſicke Hnsband (for griefe of body 
and mind) is readie todye ar home. He bewayles his hard forrune in marrying her, bur 
yet loves hero tenderly and dearely, as he will not ſpeake ill of her himſelfe, nor (offer 
any other to doe it either in his preſence or her abſence. Yea, her love is ſo frozen to 
him.though his be ſtill conſtantly and fervently inflamed ro her, as ſhe difficoltly ſees him 
once in three dayes,nor yet ſpeaks two words with him when ſhe ſees him; and ver when 
he is ſo happie to obraine her ſfaght and companie, he ſo exceedingly rejoyceth therear, 
rhar it ſcemes to himyhis paine for that time gives him peace, his ſorrawes truce, his (ick- 
nefle eaſe, his heart comfort, and his thoughts conſolation. But Dogisics hath not de- 
ſerved the leaſt part of all this trae affection and courtefie from him hererofore, much 
lefle will ſhe require it to him hereafter,except ina moſt ingratefull and bloudy manner, 
which is thus, 

The Devill reſolves to trouble the harmonie and ſerenitie of their marriage, or rather 
our Dowivica hath helliſhly derived and drawne this reſolution from the Devil, to poyſon 
her Husband; and the ſooner ſhe fixeth her minde upon this infernall Ingredient, and 
ſerteth her barbarous crueltie upon this devillifh Drug, becauſe the violence of his con- 
ſumprion having alreadie made almoſt an Anatomie of his body, ſhe therefore flatrereth 
her ſe Ife with this opinion, that no ſtiſpirion ar all can ſeize upon the beleefe of any,that 
he is poyſoned, much lefle of his Father, or her Mother. Shee cannot procure poyſon 
herſelfe ; and therefore, albeit ſhee be very unwilling to acquaint or imploy any other 
herein, yet ſhee is enforced therennto, Of all her acquaintance, ſhee thinkes ſhee may 
more ſafely entruſt and'repoſe this great ſecret with her Chamber-maid Desiſa; for ba- 
ving formerly made her accefſarie toher ſinnes of Fornication and Aduleerie, (bee thinks 
ſhee may with lefſe difficultic and more eaſe now draw her to concesle and participate in 
this Murther with her: the which the berrer and ſooner ro effeRſhe gives her fiftic Duc- 
kats, and adding thereunto many ſweet perſwaſions, and ſugred iſes, of her conti- 
nuall care and affeRion for her preferment, this wretched miſerable Wench yeelds her 
conſent thereto, ſo they give their hands, andſweare ſecrecie each to other, the Devill 
laughing art this their bloadie compaR@ and capitulation. 

So (without either the grace or feare of God)they are reſoſuce in this their rage, and 
outragious in this their barbarons crneltie, thinking every minnite a moneth, and every 
day a yeare,before they have finiſhed and etrared this lamenrable bufinefſe : So this 
Farie, this ſhee-devill Downeice, being as rmpavient in her laſcivions luſt to her ſelfe, as 
in her deadly malice to ber kinde and honeſt Huzband Roderige. ſhe makes Deniſs ſecretly 
rd procure ſome ſtrong poyſon, from ſome remote huoope Apothecarie, and not 
onely cauſerh bur ſees her to pur ic inito ſome White-broth for him, which the Cham- 
ber-maid brings; and the Wite and'Miſtrefſe gives to her Hysband , in the mornin 
before he was out of his:Bed, nnder pretence and colonr of fome comfortable Broth, 
and/hor Meat ; whereof ( O priefe tothinke it !-O pittie eo report it?) before night 
he died thereof. And Dow-Emennel de Cortez, Wis Father,” being ar that time rid 
bis hee (rehing che oppoetanile un achrantage Of his 4K, lore the drrer to 

e(c-king the opportun -advantage of his abferi ereby the better to 
over-veile this her fonle and blondie fa) doth ſpeedily cauſe this his breathlefle body 
to be encoffined, and ſo buried ſomewhar privately, bur not in thar ſolemne manneras 
was requifire-eirher for his qualitie,or her ————— tothe opinion ofthe 
Lady Cervantella. her Mother who mach'g id fearedatthis ſudden death of her 
fonnein law Roderigo,as leſt her daughrer his Vife, had roo haſtily & ontimely 
ſent him ro Heaven ina blondie winding-ſheet; This mournfall Tragedle thus 2&ed, our 
wretched Dowiujes;of a diſcontented Wife, is now become a joyfull and frolike Widow - | 
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and now her exorbitant luſt and laſcivious defires breake pale, and range, both beyond 
the boapds of chaſtitie, and the limics of diſcretion : for ſhee will hearken ro no advice 
nor follow any counſcll trom the Lady Cervantells her Mother , but forſakces her houſe 
and her fight chegreateſt part of the day, and which 1s worſe, many whole nights, ta 
keepe companie with rhofe vicious Gallants and deboſhed young Gentlemen, of her for- 
meracquaiatance and familiaritie, wich whom ſhee delightech co loſe her honour,to caſt 
away her choſticie, and.co thipwracke her reputation, if not her ſoule , when neicher 
thinking of Gad,or her Conſcience, of Heaven or Hell,of her. murthering ſelfe,or mur- 
thered Husband, ſhee ſo incefſamly (without any intermiſſion or repentance) abandons 
her ſe}fe to her prophaneand- beaſtly whoredomes, that in a very ſhort time ſhee makes 
her ſelfe'r laughter of che worſt, and the pittic,of the becter and moſt vertuous ſore 
of people of, Graezdo ; yeagherattions are ſo devoid of Graces, and replearof impierie, 
war owne Mother 14, athamed to ſpeake wich. her, and Don Eexanuel de Cortez, her 
a 


erin law, tofee here; 1+ 1 
Agd. here, (tzan Reader, lex me requeſt thy curioſitie to obſerve, and thy pietie 
to.remarke,h x.degrees)the indignation and juſtice of God falls upon this deboſhed 


young Lady, for $96. foal nefle of theſe her crimes, the very crie and ſent whereof hath 
pierced the windowes of Heaven, and are now aſcended rothe eares and noſtrils of the 
Lord of Hoſts, ca draw downe condigne vengeance on her for the fame, yea, and at thoſe 
times whenſhee leaft dreames or chinkes thereof, and when ſhee is in the very prime of 
her prophanegeſſe, and the chiefeſt ruffept her laſcivious jollitie and volupcuous ſenſu- 
alice; The manner whereof is thus; | + .(, 

. Two monerhs are ſcarce expired; fince{hee ſent this her Husband Rederigo thus un- 
timely and crpelly to bis Grave,bac having as it were drowned her Wirs and Sences, her 
Reaſon and Judgement, yea, her Heart and; Soule inche Ocean of her beaſtly luſts and 
luſtfull defiresand picaſures,(þut to her owne ſhame; to thegriefe of her Mother, and the 
contewpr and anger of her Father in law de Cortez). hee marrieth Don Lewes de Andrada, 
one of her former Favourites and, Paramours, for her Lover I cannor, and theretore I 
will nor tearme him, a very proper Genzleman of bis perſonage, bur every way as de- 
boſhed and yitious as her fclte and: therefore a fit Hysband for ſuch a Wife. That ſhee 
wud 1 ds the contrarie'; but hoping chat her wealth ſhould ſupply his wants, 
and repaire the.ryinesof his decayed fortunes, wes that which ſolely induced him to 
becor n< ker Hg and.; Batatlaſt, when he ſaw her wealth ro come ſhort of his expeQa- 

10n, and her lyſtfull deſires to exceedir, then he chinkes ic high time to be wiſe, in nor 
ing the.example of hjs Predeceflour Roderigo: in his carriage and condution to- 
wards This bis kſovious Wife Domivics;, ſo he holds a ſtrict hand over her, and ina 
manner makes herno better than a Priſoner to her Chamber,and a Scholar to her Booke 
ind.N eedle,.in (ach ſort, that ent ande unchaſte thooghrs are now bounded in her 


* 
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new Husbands jealouſie; and pent and jimmured up in her owne griefe ard diſcontent : 
For chus he realpneth with himſelfe, char. although formerly he made her his Curtizan, 
yet naw he willnor permic that ſhe make-him a Cuckoid ;' then he was her Friend,now 
herHusband ; and then ſhe was anſwerable for ker owne life and ations ro God, bur 
now he is both for his owne and for hers.: Bur this; her preſent affliction and miſerie js 
but the ſhadow and leaſt part of her fature : for 4»dreds her Husband being as reſolute 
in reforming her, as ſhe was neither ts digeſt orendure it, he the berter tocurbe her in- 
continencie, and to debarre her from anymore returning to her former lewd pravks, and 
deboſhed life and converſation, he keepes her very ſhort of Money, rakes from her moſt 
of her beſt Appaxell, and all her Rings, Chaines, and Jewels, which the Ladies of 
ow ( wore than any others of the world ) hold to be a great part of cheir earthly 

citie. - ., Lek | | 

Dominica is amazed, yea all in teates, to ſee this ſtrange alteration of her forrune, and 


. 
» 


"Xx. 
4* > 


Goas Revenge againſt Murtber. Booke V | 


in A#drada's hardnefſe rowards her : ſhe ſpeakesto her Mother, to reconcile her ro her 
Husband : but having ſhut up this her ſecond march without her knowledge or conſent, 
the rejects and abandoneth her from her favour, to ſeeke her owne fortune, as ho!din 
her onworthy of che bloud which Natore , and the edncation which God and her (elfe 
had given her. She was cruell to her firſt Hasband, and therefore no maryell if the ſecond 
prove unkind to her ; yer he doubting of her fecrer malice rowards him, he apprehends 
her revenge, 2s much as he her labricitie. He will not adde faith ro her dif 
ſembling promiſes,nor hazard beliefe ro her trecherous reares and kifſes, but keepes her 
fil rather as a priſoner than a Wife, and more like a Criminall than a corrpamion : and 
yet ascloſe and retired as he kept her in his houſe, his vigilancie & jealoufic was enforced 
co meet with thi unknowne misfortune, that he was no ſooner abroad, bat ſhe had ano- 
ther friend or ruGian ar home, with whom ſhe very ofren & very diſhoneftly familiarrzed, 
inſomuch, that ſhe had infallibly murchered her ſecond Husband, as ſhe had formetly 
done her firſt, it God (our of the ineſtimable treaſare of his mercy and goodnefſe) had 
nor prevented her rage.arid diſappointed and diſlipaced her blondie defigne and revetge 
by another accident as monrnefall as miracuſous, and wherein the juſtice and providence 
of God doth equally refplend and ſhine forth unto us, for our inftruQtivn, with a moſt 
divine power and heavenly inflaence. | 
For we muſt here know and underſtihd.rhat the fifty Dackats which De-jſe bad given 
her of her Lady Dominica for conſenting to poyion her Maſter Roderigo, gave her new ap- 
pareli, and they likewiſe procured her anew Suitor or Sweet-heart, natred Hugs, (who 
made ſhew to marry her, but intended it nor) with whom ſhe wanronized fo often; as in 
a ſhort time ſhe became guiltie of a great Belly , rhe which ſhe concealed from all the 
worid, except from Hego, the farherof her unborne child ; who npon norice thereof, 
either for feare of preſent puniſhment, or of futare danger,or that he ſhould be cooftrai- 
ned ro marry her, and fo ro maintaine her and herchild, when he had rot meanes to 
meintaine himſelfe, he fled from Groneds to Afartis, withont taking bis leave of Dexiſa, 
or any way acquainting her therewith; andnow,when it is coo late, chiswrerched wench 
exceedingly grieves thereat , when knowing his recurneuncertaine, his affeQion:ro her 
doubtfall, her ſelfe poore, and her Lady and Miſtris Dowinics as then not able to main- 
raine her or ker child,ſhe affames another bloudy reſolarion,which is,chat as ſhe was for- 
merly acceffarie to the poyſoning of her Maſter, fo ſhe now will be a AQor in. 
murchering and making away of her owne child as ſoone av it ſhall be borne, and neicher 
conſcience nor her feare are able ro diverr her from this her bloadie and damnable pur- 
poſe. For being provoked thertunto firftby her ſhame, then by her neceſficie, bur chiefe- 
ly and eſpecially by herfarall Counſellor and inſtigator the Devill, ſhe being delivered 
(almoſt a moneth before her time) of a faire young ſonne, as ſoone as ir had cryed once, 
(ro bewaile his owne miſerie and his inhumane morherscruelrie){he as an execrable fary 
of Hell ftranglcs ic giving him his mournfall and untimely death in that very ſame houre 
and inſtant which God and her ſelfe gave. ir life, andthe very farne evening wraps irin « 
cleane white linnen cloth, and wick a packchred/ryes a grear ftone thereunto, and (che 
Devill giving herſtrength) the very fame nightcarriesic halfe a mile off ro a Pond with- 
out the Eaſt gate of the Cirie,where ſeeing no body preſent to ſee her,ſhe (not as a mo- 
rher,no not a3a woman. but ratherasa fury of Hell) there throwes ic in, which before her 
thence preſently ſanke ro the bortome. 

And here ler us behold and contemplate on the wonderfull mercie and' judgement of 
God, in ſo ſpeedily revealing this deplorable and cruel murther of this harmelefle and 
innocent hrtle new-borne babe, whom ſo newly brought from! the adulcerace 
wombe of his pirrilefſe mother, ſhe malicioufly caft into that Pond, giving ir death for 
life, the Pond forirs Cradle, a Banke of Mud and Oze for irs Bed and Pillow, For o 
the inſtanr of Deziſe's deliverie,and | erivgand' ing of chisher infanc Babe 
intoche Pond; God (torevengethis foule and bloadie fat of hers) "deprived her of dif- 
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cretion and jadgement to returne for that night to her 7 wg houſe, for ſhe thinking 
to make fire and ſound work for her own reputation and ſafery,ſhe that yery nighe takes 
up her lodging in the next poore Inne, which was at the ſigne of Saint Tohar head, wherg 
to the Hoaſt and Hoſtefle , ſhe pretends lamenefſe by the receit of a fall. Bar God wi 
give her Hat ſmall time to reſt andrepoſe her ſelfejn the guilcineſſe of this her crael{n 
of nuirthering her wn innocent new borne babe, for within ane hapre ater, aGroome 
riding ro water his horſe in the ſame Pond, his horſe ſngffeth and ſtarts exceedingly, 
pawing in the water with his farther fore foot, - and many times thruſts downe his 
therein. The Groomegives him.the ſpur and (witch robring himoff, but in vaine, 
the horſe the mote paweth with hisfoor, and ſaufferh with his noſe , yea fo long tillar 
laſt (ir ſeemes) the packthireed heing broken the white clothappearesand flotes uponthe 
water, which the Groome upon the ſtrange beþayiour ofhis horſe (but indeed by the im» 
mediate providence and pleaſureof God , who then and there was well pleaſed to make 
this reaſonlefſe beaſt an inſtrument ofhis glory in the dereRtian of this cruell murther) 
cauſerh to be ferchedathore , where opening the cloth 1n preſence of ſoine others, who 
flock thicher tothe Pond fide to ſee whatthis may be, They finde a ſweer young infane 
boy, whoſe boy was as white asthe ſnow, with a flaxen coſoured haire,a cheerfulllook, 
acherry "ip, and ſome blacknefſe abour his throat and neck,whereby they gueſſed itto þe 
newly borne and ſtrangled of fore Strumpet his Mother, whomeodete@ and finde our, 
they ſearch all the adjagenc houſes, and at laſt finde qur Devſa in her Inne, when the Offi- 
cers of Soom a Midwife and ſome three and foure elderly women to ſearch her, 
they (deſpight of hef reſiſtance or prayers tgthe contrary) give.in #vidence againſt her 
chat ſhe was that day delivered ofa childe, fa the is impriſoned, andthe next day brought 
eo her arraignement , where (threaened witkthe Rack) ſhe confeſſerh the firangling of 
her childe, and che chrowing of ic into this pond, for the which foule and inhumane fa& 
of hers, ſhe is che next day condemned Oe banged : When defirous ro fave her foule 
though (through the inſtigatiori of Satan) ſhe hath miſerably caſtaway her body; ſhe en- 
treateth that Father Kuffocea Prieſt of her <5 mga be ſent to her in Priſor,, to 
prepare het ſoule for her ſpiritualljourney to heaven, whois accordingly ſenther, Who 


after a long and a rdigious exhortation to her, falling on this poinc,. that ſhe ſhould do 
well to dish her ience of any other capicallcrime which ſhe in all the whole 


conrle of her ſife mi ht have comm ed, az afhrming that rhe revealing thereof, exceed- 
ingly rendet] roGodygloty, and the felicity of her own ſoule, ſhe (with reares and fighs) 
deepely thinks thereof that nighrin priſon. Now the next morning thee js brought © 
the place of execurion, whete « great number of people flock together to ſee her end, 
ind chete on the Ladder aftex lee had againe confefſed the ſtranglingof her Infgnr and 
her throwing of it. into the Pond, ſhe Tikewiſe then and there confelled , That ſhee 
was acceffary and conſented with her Lady Downjea, th poyſpa hes Maſter Roderigo, 
which hee affirmed. they both effe&ed in the fame manner as wee, bave formerly 
nnderftood, The confeſſion of this her other foule murther, as ;alſq.of her Lady 
Donthalca ,_ doth mach amaze her Andicot and aſtoniſh her Judges; who-ro cleere 
and vindicite the truth hereof, they cauſe ber to deſcend the Ladder, and-to ben 
confronted with her ſaid Lady Domizics, who by this time in the midſt of her ſe- 
curity is likewiſe apprehended and brought before the crimihall Jadges, where 
contrary to her expetation being enforced to underſtand the effe&t and tenoiir 
of her Chambertmaide Deziſe, confeſſion and accuſation againſt her for the 'poy- 
foning of her Husband Roderigo , (hee with much paſſion and choller rearmes 
her Witch and Devlll, and curſeth the houre that ever ſhee foſtered op fo peſtilerit 
a Viper in her houſe ro eat out her owne heatt and life, when with mote 'cort- 
fidence arid boldnefſe than contricion and repentance (being firſt by her judges threit- 
ned with the torments of the Rack) ſhe cenfeſſerh het ſelfe likewiſe tobe'guilty of 
marchering her firſt hazband Koderigo.So Deniſe's _— lsalcered, for ſhe iz eondemmed 
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her Chri 


ts be hanged forher firſtmurther, and her dead body after to be biirne'to aſhes for her 
ſecond, and the Lady Do-minirgto be hanged for poyſoning her hn: band, which newes ſo 
reſotmds and rirtles through all the ſtteers and cornersof Granddo, that alinoſt all the 

6 thar Ctieflock the next morning to the place of ut 9 o" to ſee this cruell 
MRreſſe and her bloody Chamber-maide, take their laſt farewell of this World, for the 


= 


Lidy Pominicomult likewiſe dye, notwithſtanding her Mother Cernante/le's teares,, and 
hepfiband anhate's imporranare requeſts and paſſionate prayers to her Judges'to the 
c —_ + — 


©" And firſt Deniſe is cauſed'to aſcend the Ladder, (who was a tall and comely young 
woman) t6 whom God was f6 tmercitull to her ſoule, that there with many bitter fighes 
and teares, ſhe was wonderfull ſorrowfull for theſe her two foule murthers, -eſpecially 
forthat ofher pabtt Infantbabe, whom ſhe had almoſt as ſoone diſpatched out, as ſhee 
ates, into the World : Sheearneſtly beſonght all her auditors and ſpeQators.to pray 
vhto God toforgive her, and'to be mercifull to her ſoule ; ſhe affirmed that her Lady 
Domhinies's enticements and gold firſt drew her to be acceſlary to the poyſoningat her 
Maſter Roderigo, the which againe and agaihe fromher heart andfoule ſhe prayed God to 
pardon her ; when entreatingall young people, eſpecially all FOE Omen, to be more 
wiſe and religions, and leffe prophene and bloody minded, by her example z and now 
recommending her foule into the hands of her Saviour and Redeemer,ſheis turnedoyer, 
When immediately after this our wretched Lady Demjeice.is likeiſe brought.co her 
execution, whomthe yanity ofher heart, and the impuri $20 prophaneſſe of her ſoule 
had purpoſely digit in hebeſt reſi drieſt appar Fhigh # purple Fr ughe 
Velvet Gowne, and a curious great lacedRuffe , with all things @lfe ſacableto it; bue 
which is lamentable to ſee, and fearfull ro:confider, the \was as carelefle of herſoule,as cu» 
riousof her body; forthe Prieſts and Fryers In her Priſon could notab | bg 
her impiety, but as there, ſo here on the gqder, ſhe enters.intomari 
and curſes, as well againſt her ſecond husband Andrade, . as agait 
Deniſe, who ſhee ſaid was now rather gone to the Devill than ro God 
grace, no ſhew of ſorrow, nor figne of repentance could appeare in her 
in her ſpeeches, forpoyſoning ofher firſt Hasband Roderige, bur with. 
—_— there uttered many other lewd andlaſciviousſpeeches,the whic 
Anditors to heare, and therefore I wilttiot defile my Pen, or 
Readers religious and chaſte hearts wich the knowhedgs theregts ſl this miſe; 
wretched Lady was turned oyer the Ladder,who made her death anſi oc 
neſſe and enormity of her life, [being not ſo happy 


maide Deziſs, and I feare me asexemptofgrace and 
her. Bur Godisthe Lord ofJuftice and Fs 

The youth'andbeanty of thiscruell andi: eLady] 
ny; birt her foule fact abborred and derefied ofall who were pr 


we who reade her Hiſtory, cheriſh her vercues by the ſight and 
in Foricom ole wit religion and Piexy,o lhe ive /the 
thereof, Amen, © Yor las Fo n 
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HisTory XXIX. 
SanQifiore (wpon promiſe of marriage) gets Urſina with childe, and then afterwards very ingrate« 
fully and treacheronſly rejeZeth her, and marritth Bercranna. U-ſina being ſenſible of this her 


diſgrace, diſguiſeth her ſelfein a Fryer; habit, and with a caſe of Piſtolt kils Santtifiore as be is 
walking in thefieldr, for the whichſde# banged. | 


a T is apooreprofit, a wretched pleaſare, for the ſatisfation 
\ ofcholer and revenge, to imbrue oar hands in the innocent 
\ 2 blood of ourneere kindred, fith in ſeeking to wound him, 
OY we more properly kill our ſelyes in ſoule and body ; ſtriking 

9 him (who is the figurative Image of God) we preſumptu- 
S928 ouſly ſtab ar the Majeſtie of God himſelfe , by whom out 
 ſoules muſt, without whom they can never be ſaved. There- 
fore if we will not know as we are men, yer we onght firme- 
ly both ro know and beleeve as we are Chriſtians , thatre- 
venge and murtherare the two prodigious twins of Sathan, 
the laſt being engendred and propagated of the firſt , and 
both from Hell: For revenge 1s nor halfe fo ſweet in che 
beginningas bicter in the end, nor murther by many degrees fo pleaſing as it proves per- 
nicious to her Authors, as this enſuing Hiſtory will verifie, and make apparant unto us. 


WES 


Er your thoughts be carried over thoſe high hils of Europe, the Alpes, and Appe- 
nins, to the noble and famous City of Naples, the head andcapitall of that flouri- 
ſhing kingdome (and from whence it receives and derivesits denomination) a City ex- 
ceeding rich, populous, and faire, andgraced and —_— with more Nobility and Gen- 
| EC 2 iy 
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cry of both Sexes, than any other of 7taly whatſoever. Wherein of very late yeeres (when 
the Duke of 8 //#ne was Viceroy thereot) there dwelt two rich and beaurifull young Gen- 
tlewomeo, the one named Dona Yrſivs Placedo, the only Daughter and Childe of Seigaior 
Aguſtivo Placedo,and the other Done Bertranna de T ores likewile the only childe and daugh- 
ter of Seig#ior Thomaſo de Tores, the firſt native of Fereszolo, in Pxhia, and the ſecond of Mg. 
terane inCalabria,bothof them being exceeding rich and well deſcended Gentlemen, who 
with their wives and daughters forthe moſt part built up their reſidence in Naples, bur 
eſpecially all the winter time. Now becauſe rheſe two young Gentlewomen (whom 
henceforth we will tearme by theinChriſtian and not by their Surnames) are two of the 
chiefeft Perſonages which give life to this Hiſtory , therefore I hold ir not impertinence 
for me, ſuperficially to give the Reader their different charaers and delineations; Yrſius 
was paſt the twentierh yeare of her age, and Berfravsz entringinto her eighteenth. Ying 
was tall and (lender, Bertra#ns ſhort and ſomewhar crook-backed : Yrſins was the fairer 
of the two, but Bertraznaby far the fubciller and wiſer. Y7fivs was of a deepe Amber haire, 
but Zertrenns of a coale black: and to conclade this point,Yrſeus was affable and curteoug, 
bat Bertreaze coy, proud, and malitious. 

The cruth and order of this Hiſtory maſt here informe us ,,thatalthough theſe two 
rich young Gentlewomen had diversbrave Gallants , who were ſatorsto them for mar- 
riage, yet none of them ſodearely and paſſionately loved 7rſiws, as the Baron of Sax7ifr- 
ore of Copua ,a very rich young Nobleman, but far more proper than wiſe, and withall far 
more laſcivions thanrich, nor did or could Bertrenns in her heart and minde affe& any 
other but the ſaid Baron : neither was it poſſtble for her Father De Toresto perſwade or 
draw her todefire any other Nobleman or Gentleman for her hasband than him. Thus 
we ſee SaniFifiore deepely to love Yrſins, and Bertram him, but not he her z and we ſhall 
not go far till welikewiſe ſee whar effeQs theſe their different affeQions will produce. 

Whiles /7ſi# is aſſured of SenZifiores love to her, Bertrauss contrariwile by her ſelfe 

and her friends makes ither chiefeſt care and ambition to perſwade and draw him to for- 
fake Yrins, and to love and marry her ſelfe, bar ſhe will finade more oppoſition and diffi- 
culry therein than ſhe expedts, Tryeit is, ther although the Baron of 8ar&ifore docon- 
rinually frequent Placedoes houſe, and his daughter Bertranns: company, yetunderſtanding 
and conſidering with himſelfe, that Bertragws honoured him with her conſtant love and 
affe&ion, he therefore held himfſelfe in a manner bound ſomerimes to ſee and viſit her,al- 
though indeed it was every way more to content and pleaſe her,than himſelfe, where al- 
beit char her policy to her ſelfe,and her affeQion to him, gives him many quips and jerks 
of his Miſtris Yrfivs, yet his reparation and diſcretion makes him comporr his ations 
and ſpeeches fo equally rowards Bertrawne, that although he give her little canſe cohope, 
yet he gives hernone todeſpaire of his love and aFeftion to her, inrequitall of hers to 
him, and upon theſe and no other tearmes ſtand SexFjfore and Beriranns. Bur as for Yrſi- 
a, her hopes and heart of SauZifiorer affeQion to her, ſailes on with a morepleafingand 
joytull gale of winde, for ſhe loving him as deeply as he doth her dearly, ſhe accounts her 
ſelfe his, and he hers : as we may the more particularly and perfe@ly perceive by foure 
Love-letters of theirs, which ſecretly and interchangeably paſt betweene them; the 
which for the Readers berter farisfa&tion I thought good here toinſer and publiſh, 
whereof his firſt to her ſpake thus. 


SANCTIFIORE to UR SINA. 


T He 8weetmeſſe of thy beauty and the excellency of thy vertuer hove ſo fully taken up my thoughts, 
and ſo firmely ſurpriſed and vanquiſhed my heart, thet 1 am ſo much thine both by conqueſt and 
duty, as I know not whether I do more affe@ or honour, or more admire or adore thee ; Wherefore if 
thou art as angoraghay/ 2 and ar loving to me as 1 em faithful to thy tlfe , thes returne methy 
heart, ar Inow give and ſend thee mint, and fore thy ſelfethet wy aff: Gian is ſo inflate and entire 
fo 
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10 thee, that I love awd deſire thee @ thouſand timer more than mine own life, and will efleewe my death 
beth ſwces and happy, if thow wile henceforth live mine by purchaſe, as I am #ow thine by promiſe. Thy 
will ſhall be my I1w; and as:there is 6 God iu Heaven, ſo Unrlina hath not ſo fervent @ Lover, of cou- 
ſtant a ſervant os Earth 6s her _T 


mw ww — FU 7” RQ*sz 


ps @ WW > & SS WW 


UMI 


SANCTIFIORE, 


Frfines anſwer hereunto was couched in theſe tearmes, 
3 \ 
URSINA to SANCTIFLIOKE, 
FF thy keart be 8s full fs eHop, as thy Letter it of flattery to we , I ſhould then h.ve as juſt cauſt 
thazkfully to beleeve that, as mow 1 have to ſmſpeiF and feare this ;, For the iniquity of our times, 

and the miſery of many former exanples do prompt aud tell me , that moſi men love more with their 
tongues, thaw with their b:arts , aud that they al! kwow far better how to profeſſe thes preſerve their 
affetions azd fidehitie to their Miſtreſſer. Ar for me, judge with thy ſelfe how curteons and loving 1 
am to thee, for if Iperfe@ly knew that thy Letter were the true Ambeſſadonr, and nnfeigned Eccho of 
thy heart, I would both ſay aud promiſe thee, that Iwould love thee, and none but thee : Make ny ſelfe 
tby wife, whew aud 61 ſcone a1 thou wilt pleaſe tobe my Hurband, for is life and death I here now pro- 
wiſe thee to be more thine than mine own : _ me of this doubt, and free me of this feare,and then 
mavage this afſeFion and favour of mine with diſcretion, and requite it with fidelity to thy 

URSINA, 


The Baron of S$axifiorer ſecond Letter to her contained this language, 


SANCTIFIORE to URSINA, 


A S Tam not guilty, ſo t am not anſwerable for other mens crimes of infidelity, but do as juſt h de- 
teſt and ſcorne, as you unjuſt feare thera in me, That my affe&ion is pure and ſacred, aud 
ſhall be inviolabletothee, be God my Indge, and my heart an#conſcience my witneſſes: The: etore to 
reſolv: thy doubt, and to free thy fearethereof, I vow by the preneſſe of thy beanty, and by the dignity 
of thy vertwer , that both my former Letter and alſo this , are the true Ambaſſedours an1 Ecchoes of 
my heart, and which is more, of my ſoule. 1will ſhorth kiſſe thee for ty love to me, then love thee for 
thy kiſſes, and efter embrace and thank thee for both, gnd when I faile of wy affe@ios and fidelity 
to thee, may God thes faile of his grace and mercy to my ſelfe. I will make my ſ:lfe thy deere Hurband, 
and thee my ſweet Wife, when thos pheaſeſt to crowne 6nd honour me with that ſweet joy, and to reviſh 
my heart with this defired felicity. 
SANCTIFIORE- 


Privas anſwer heretinto was traced intheſe termes, 


URSINA to SANCTIFIORE. 


Eljine on the purity of thy affeiHon , and the preſervation and perfor mance of thy c y ts 
RY the which Hep rand God for Indge , and thy heart and —_—_ or—_ 
thereof, I wow freely acknowledge my ſelfe to be thy Wiſt by purchaſe , and thew to be my Husband by 
Promiſe, and do therefore wholly take we from my ſelfe eternally to give my ſelfe to thee. 1 dejire the 
enjoyauce of thy company and preſence, with a1 much impetiency ar thou longeit for mine, and thow 

ſhalt fiade, that 1 will make is my chiefeft care and ambition to love thee, and my greateſt glory to ho< 
#0xr aud obey thee , and let both of us beware of infidelity exchto other , for God will aſſuredly puniſh 
ple juſtice, requite it with revenge " and revenge it with miſery on the Deljuquenir and 0 ffen- 
URS1NA 
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- therefore utterly refuſethtoblemiſh or (hipwrack 
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By the peruſall and conſideration of theſe foure precedent Letters, we may plainly 
perceive, whats frme promiſe, and ſecret contratt there was paſt betweenethe Baron 
of Sanifiore and the Lady Yrfes, and how fervently and fweetly they had given them- 
ſelyes each ro other in the promiſe and affurance of marriage , ſonot contented to have 
gotten the Daughters good will, hee in yery honourable faſhion and tearmes likewiſe 
ſeeks her Father Seigeier Placedoer conſent thereto , whom though for ſome few moneths 
he foand to be ayerle and oppoſit to his defires therein, yer upon 8e#Fifiores importunate 
intreaties and his Daughter Yyſ#e7 frequent teares , hee arlaſt conſenteth to this their 
marriage, only he delayed the conſummarivn rhereoffor ſome ſecret reaſons, and conſi- 
derations beſt knowne to himſelfe , the which I cannot publiſh, becanſe I could never 
gather or underſtand them. Whiles thusthe'Baron of SuaGifiore remaines in'Noples, his 
long ſtay, great traine, prodigall expenfesthere, and his abſence from Cops where his 
lands and means lay,made him bein ſome diſtrefſe and want of money, and ner knowing 
how co procure it there, thereby to ſupport his fame and repuration wich his pretended 
Fatherin Law, and alſo with his intended Wife his Daughter , ir greatly perplexed and 
troubled him ; bur at laſt he ſawhimſelte reduced to this extremity, thathe was enforced 
co borrow of one Nobleman and Gentleman of his friendsto pay another;a courſe which 
he well ſaw conld not long endure and ſubfiſt, without clamoroufly calling his repurati- 
on in queſtion , The which toprevent, knowing Seig#ioy Placedo to be a hidebound, and 
cloſe fiſted old Gentleman, who loved his gold far berter than his God, and that if he of- 
fered to borrow any of him, he would abſolutely refuſe and deny to lendir him, and that 
it was not impoſſible, but rather very probable,rhat hereby the prodigality of the one, and 
the covetouſneſfſe of the other might prove a great blot and hindrance to this his marri- 
age, he therefore as a deboſhed and vicious young Nobleman, deſpairing of the Fathers 
love,reſolves ro make fare work with theDaughters affeQion,who with a thonſand amo- 
rous ſpeeches, and laſcivious lures,daliances and temptations, he ſeeks todraw her to his 
laſtfull defires, and fo by uſarping on her chaſtity(which is the honour of Ladyesand 
the glory of Gentlewomen) to have carnally knowledge of her before he were married 
to her. Yrſ8a{who loved her ſweetheart SanuTifore far dearer than the whole world,and 
yet her honour and chaſtity a thouſand times more deere and precious than her own life) 
infinitely grieves and wonders at this his intemperancyiand obſceniry;when (as 4 chaſte 
and vertaous Gentlewoman) ſhe wick ſighs and tears layes before his eyes and cooſidera- 
tion,and repreſents to his hearcand ſoule, the lewdneſle of his defire, rhe impiery of his 
requeſt, the foulenefſe and odiouſnefſe of this fat both roGod and Man, the lofſe ofher 
reputation and honour, both wich her Father and withall the VVorld,and thar in the end 
it would affaredly prove the break-neck of their mariage, and conſequently the raine of 
both their contents and fortunes,asalſo that ſhe is ready to be his Wife, but diſdaineth to 
prove his Strumper, with many other wiſe and godly reaſons tending that way , and 

her chaſticy, by participating with him 

inthe ſhare of this laſcivious and impious fin of fornication,andindeedit had been a hap- 
pineſſe and glory. very worthy both of her ſelfe, and of her honourable old Father,if ſhe 
had lived inthe purity, and continued in the piety ofthis chaſte and verruous reſolution. 
But this laſciyious Baron 8a»#fpre ſeeing his luſt ſo ſtrongly oppoſed by her chaſtity, 

he is ſo far from grace & fromGod,ss he blerh his violence and impernofity there- 
of, asalſo of his lures andprayers, ofhis art and policy, toenrich himſelfe with her loffe 
of that ineſtimable andirrecoverable jewell her Virginity; io that day and night ſhe can- 
not be in quiet for him, norhe wichoncher; barſtili he followes her as her ghoſt and 
ſhadow, and withmany falſe oathes and feigned fighes and tears doth bewirch or rather 
minſtralize into her eares and heart, that his deſire of this ſweet pleaſure which he re- 
queſtech from her,proceeds wholly from his render affe&tion to her, and ſo witha thou- 
ſand laſcivious words he makes fo large and ſo impious an Apology to her for this his ob- 
ſcene requeſt, thar becauſe 00% { wend eoppeadanmg 2 ohopeg kr" | 
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well knowing that the expreſſion and publiſhingthereof, will every way prove unprofi- 
table to the Reader, and no way ng butdiſpleafing coaGrd, when this weak and in- 
conſiderate Gentlewoman, loving himfar deerer than her ownlife, and confidently re. 
lying on his ſworne affection'and fidelity to her, which he ſop ately;and ſo often had 
reiterated to her, ſhe ſoraſhly and fooliſhly permitred her be weighed down,over- 
come and vanquiſbed with the importunacy of hisrequeſts andfoathes;rhat ir was neicher 
1a her power or will codenyhim any thing, nonot her ſelfe;: but as ſhe formerly had gi- 
yen him the.fullcommand of her heart, nowſhelikewiſe gives him the free uſe and poſ- 
ſcſſion of herbody. Thus iS ax&ifiore bereaves and unparadiferh his Miſtris Y-fes of the 
moſt preciogsjewell which ever Lady Nature gave her, I ngeatt her chaſtity and honor, 
bur both of them (hall ſhortly paydeere for theſe their birtenfwweer pleaſutes (or rather 
ſins) of ſenſuality and fornication, and ſhall redeem and ranſome them with no lefle than 
ſhame andrepentance :-The manner whereof is thas.  _ +1 i 

Afterhe had cthusdefloured and taken his obſcene pleafureof his young and beaurifull 
Miſtris, and ſtayed an houre or two'complementing wich her, he then takes his leave of 
her, when triumphing mare inthe conqueſt of her ſhame, and his folly, than in his own 
repentance for occaſioning the one and committing the other, he wichin a week or ewo 
afrer againe makes her ſoflexible and tractable to hisdefires, as hee three or foure times 
- more familiarly wantonizeth with her in this laſcivious manner, and ſhe with him;as not 
contented toſtaine and blemiſh, bat wholly rodefile and pollute themſelves in this their 
beaſtly finof concupiſcence & fornication.But here now begins his infamy, and her grief 
and miſery : For (as a bale Nobleman) he forgetting his oathes and promiſes to her, and 
her extraordinary love and affeftion to him, and which is more,his honour and himſelfe, 
and his ſoule,and his God,he (by degrees) nowbegins.tofreez in his affeQion to her, vi- 
ſicech her ſeldome, and then but faintly and coidly., and when (with equall bluſhes and 
rears) ſhe motioneth him to marry her, he is citherdeafe to her requeſts, or elſe anſwe- 
reth her ſo impertinently and ambiguouſly,as (with much perturbation of minde and af- 
fli&t1on of heart) ſhe begins to ſaſpe& and doubt with her ſelf, char ſhe hath more reaſon 
to feare, than cauſe to hope of his fature affetionatd fidelity cowards her. Neither is her 
feare vaine,or her judgement and apprehenfion deceived of him herein : for as men love 
noſegayes in the morne, and throw them away ere night, ſo this ignoble Nobleman 8 ae- 
Gifore after hee had ſurferred and fatiated hisdefire ofthis his intended and contrafted 
Wife Yrſins, hee in lefſe than three monerhs after, is ſoingratefall and treacherous to- 
wards her, as ina manner he abandoneth her Fathers houſe, and forſakes her ſight and 
company. leaving her nothing cocomfort her , but her fighes, reares, andrepencance, 
and which is worſe, a growing great belly, as the rae ſeale of her preſent griefe and ſor- 
row.,and the undoubted pledge and preſager ofher furure ſhame and miſery, which cor- 
mentsand terrifies her heart and ſaule,bur how to remedy irſhe knowes not. And now 
(with as much ſpeed as vanity and infidelity) away goes S«e&ifiere to his other ſecond 
{ſweet heart Bertrenwa, who not for her beauty,bat for her Fathersgrear wealrch,8& hisown 
preſſing wants,he now ſeems to affe & court a thouſand times more familfarly and ten- 
derly than before, whereof ſhe is infinitely glad and joyfull.For having a long time loved 
him in her heart and minde,and therefore defiring nothing ſo much under Heayen,as to 
ſee him her husband here on Earth,and having tothat end her ſecret eyes and ſpies evety 
where abroad apon his life and ations, ſhe is at laſt adyertiſed, that there is ſome great 
diſtaſte and difference fallen ont beeween him and the Lady /r/ces, as alſo that being far 
from his home, he wanterh monies to defray his Port and expences in Nopler, ſhe being 
of « ſharp wir and deepe judgement, thinks that the laſt of his defe&s was the cauſe of the 
firſt ,, and that peradyenture SeaGiforehavingattemptedto borrow ſome money of her 
Father Selgnior Placedo,and receivedthe repulſe, he therefore was fallen out, and become 
diſpleaſed and diſconrented wirh his Danghter : And although her conceir and judge- 
ment-miſſed ofthe truth herein, yet the better to eſtrange $48&iflore from Yyſivs,and con- 
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 ſequently the more powerfully and ſtrongly counite and cye himcoherſelfe, ſhe well 
knowing chat herown Father Ds Tores exceedingly loyedhim, and defired him for his 
Soa in Law, as much as ſhe did for her Hasband-: ſhe therefore as much in loveto him, as 
in diſdaine and malice to Frfi#s, doth under hand deale fo polirickly , and yet fo ſecrerly 
with her Father co lend SeoZifore ſome monies , that he meetringhim the very nexr day 
in his houſe, hee-takes him afide in his ſtudy androldhim, chat in regard'of his abſence 
from Cepuz, aud his long ſtay and great ces herein Neples, it was rather likely than 
impoſlible chat he might wane ſome and therefore he freely lent; and then and 
there layd him downe 500double Piſtols : addingwirhall, chat if he needed more, he 
ſhould have what he pleaſed, and repay k himagain when he pleaſed, & rthatif he would 
honoar him ſo much as tomarrty his Daughter » hee wonldgivehim allthe lands and 
wealch he had. | 
This great courtefie of De Toes tothe Baron of SanGifore hee held wasredoubled to 
him in the yalae, in that helen ie hi ſofreely and andemanded, as alſo for that ir came 
ſoopportunely & ficly ro pay hisdebrs, and ſatisfie his wants ,asafter a longand feſpe&Riye 
complement berweene them, $enBifores neceſhity ſo eaſily prevailes with bis modeſty, 
that hee moſt thankfully rakes this gold of DeTores,” and likewiſe gives him more hope 
than deſpaire to his motion'of marrying his Danghter the Lady Bertranws ; wherewich 
theone reſts well atisfied, and rhe other exceeding well contented. This point of conr- 
telie being thas performed betrweene them, SaxZifores joy thereof was ſogreat, Imay 
fay ſo boundlefſe, as he preſently findes out his new Miſtris Bertreezs, and with a frolick 
countenance and cheerefnilvoice,relates her, how much her Father had obliged him and 
from point topoine what had paſt berweene them, and immediately after no lefle doth 
her Father, the mufick ofwhich newes was fo pleaſing toherminde, and ſoſweer to her 
heart and thoughts, that ſhee hereuponflattersher ſelfe wich a confident hope that hee 
will ſhortly marry her, and in this hopedoth he ſtill feed and entertaine her, being ſel- 
dome orneverfrom her, bur ever and ation borh rogerher billing and kiſfing, drowning 
his judgement ſo wholly in her compaty,and his heart ranging and dreaming fo fully on 
her yoathand beauty,and on her Fathers great wealth and eſtate, thar hee hath nor the 
grace, nonor which is leſle, the willor good nature, once to think of hispoore deſolate 
and forſaken Yrſi#s, of whom in her turn I come now to ſpeak. 
We have formerly underſtood with ſorrow, and our forrowfoll and unfortunate Yy- 
fna hath toher griefe tootoo ſoone ſeene, how unkindely 8axZifore hath uſed, and how 
baſcly and treacherouſly abuſed her ia che points ofher honor, and his infideliey; and yer 
all this notwichſtandiog, ber love and affeion is ſtill fodeere and conſtane ro him, and 
her hopes ſo confident of him, thatall this diſcourreſie of his tober, is only but torry 
her patience, and that confidering what familiarity bath paſt betweene them, ir isimpo(- 
fible for him eo bee ſo craell hearred rowards her, as in the end not to marry her. She 
hath likewiſe acquainted him, thar ſhe is with childe by him, and when all other reaſons 
and perſwafions faile, ſhe hopes this will prevaile to reclaime hisaffefion to her, and 
to induce himtotake pittyof her, and compaſſion of his uaborne babe within her. Bur 
ro refell and diſſipate all theſe her flattering and deceirfull hopes, and which is worſe, to 
make her loſe al hopes of this her deſired happinefſe and gaod fortune from him, hisnew 
contrated and inceflanc familiarity betweene himand.che Lady Bertranna, is not ſopri- 
vatly carried and huſhed vpin filence betweene them, burſhe hath ſecret and ſorrowfull 
noticethereof; which ſo inflames her minde with hor jealouſie, and likewiſe sfli&s her 
heart with cold feare and apprehenfion ; that ſhe hath ſeduced and drawne his affe&ion 
from her co himſelf;as alſo rhat he will urcerly forſake her ro marry Bertre8n2;that ſhe fn]- 
ly beleevs that the wind'of his diſcourteous abſence from her proceeds from this point of 
che compaſſe. Wherefore fearing that which ſhe already knowes, but far more that which 
ſhe knowesnot of this their berweene them, all her hopes of $«#7iforcare 
almoſt vaniſhed and baniſhed, andher heart is asic were wholly deprefſed and weighed 
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downe with birter griete and ſorrow thereof. She dares acquaint no body with her diſ- 
grace, much leffe her father, and her looking on her great belly doth bur infinitely avg- 
ment her ſorrowes and increaſe her afflitions, in regard that that which ſhould have 
beene the cauſe of her joy and glory, ſhe now knowes will ſhortly prove the argument 
of her ſhame and miſery. A thouſand times a day, yea I may truly fay as many times as 
oures, ſhe wiſherh ſhe had beene more chaſte and lefle faire, and nor ſo eaſily rohave 
arkned ro Serfifiores ſagred oathes and temptations , as to have loſt her honour and 
fortunes in ſeeking to prefſerverhem in her affeRion to him, ſhe would faine draw com- 
fort from all theſe her calamities, or fromany one of them, and yetſheeknowes nor 
from whom except from her 89a#&ijfiore , when preſently ſhe checks her folly, and re- 
proves her ambition for tearming him hers, when ſhe beleeves ſhe hath far more cauſe 
to fear than reaſbn to donbr,thar he already is,or ſhortly will be Bertra#ngrhusband. And 
yet _agaige., . becauſe the excefſe of her ſorrowes hath more eclipſed her joyes than her 
judgementand more dulled and obſcured herheart than her underſtanding, therefore 
jadginginamaſter piece of her policy it ſhee can ſequeſter and reclaime her 843 &ifiore 
| and ſoreraine him to her ſelfe in marriage, ſhe to that end,that very mor- 
naggor. Scheffievo her fathers Coachman (whom ſhe knew to be faithfyllro her) 
and raking offa rich Diamond ring from her tinger which Sasijore well knew, ſhe bade 
him finde our che Baron of Saeifiore at his lodging,or elſewhere, codeliyer that Ring as 
atoken of her loveto him, and cotell him thar ſhe infinitely deſires him cohonour her 
with his preſence at her Fathers honſe ſometimes in the forenoone. Seboſiiguo accordingly 
finds out the Baron, and delivers him his young Miſtris Ring and meflage, by whom he 
returns this anſwer ; Commend me to the Lady Yrſea,and tell her I will be wich her im- 
mediately after dinner. Whiles thus our ſorrowfull Fries (betwixt hope and feare,griefe 
and conſolation) prepares to receive him, he arrives to her in his own Coach, and her Fa. 
chers ſeryants atrending ſor him, condu@ him up to her chamber, where compoſing her 
countenance to affefion, and yet to ſorrow, ſhe meers himat the door, and conduQts him 
to the window which anſwereth & looks into the garden, where he giving her only one 
flight kifſe, and ſhe abſenting her Fathers ſervants, ſhe burſts forth into tears and ſighs. 
She complaines of the coldnefſe of his affeQion, of his longabſence from her, of the 
violation of his oathes and yowes to her, and of her great belly by him , which ſhe tels 
himhe way better ſee than ſhe conceale. bur eſpecially of his deepe promiſe to marry her, 
praying him ro ſet downe the time and place when he will performe and conſummate je, 
and chat it would infallibly prove his ſhame and infamy,if he forgar bimſelfe,his honor, 
and conſcience, to forſake her, and marry the Lady Bertraung, whom {he affirmes ro him 
with ceares, that ſhe underſtands is the Miſtris of his thoughts and heart, and the Queen 
Regent of his deſires and affe&ions. When this baſe Baron is ſocruell hearted taher, as 
(preferring his fury tohis affeion, and his paſſion to his compaſſion) he replyes nor a 
word toall the former parts and branches of her ſpeeches and complaints, bur only tothe 
two laſt he gives herthisthuandring and hearr-killing anſwer : Know Y-ſie that T have 
nſed all lawfull and poſſible meanes with my Parenes rodraw their conſents that I mighe 
marry thee, bur it is out of my power ever ro obtaine it of chem, and without it I will ne- 
yer marry : as for Berirees, ſhe isnot ſo much thy inferiour in beauty, as ſhe is thy ſupex 
riour in yertues, therefore provide thou for thy fortunes, a *d fo will I for mine, when 
witha look (which ſayoured no way of love, but wholly of contempr and indignation) 
he haſtily throwes her her Diamond Ring, and withour once kiffing her or bidding her 
farewell. ſaddenly ruſheth forth her Chamber , wherein he leaves her to her ſelfe and 
her muſes,and ſo takes Coach and away,vowing to himſelfe as he went forth the doores, 

that he will notbe Father toa Baſtard, nor Husband to a Whore. 

Herelet all vertnons Ladies and Genelewomen, and all true heartcd and generous No» 
blemen and Gentlemen judge,if this $ax@ifore did not ſhew himſelfe a moſt baſe Noble- 
man & a cruell hearted tyrant rowar@this ſweet and anforcanare Gentlewoman, fich the 
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ration of her youth and beanty in her (cIfe , of her render love andaffeRionto him, of 
his oathes and promiſes to be her husband , of rhe lofſe of her honour and fortunes, yea 
fith che fight of her leane' and thin cheeks whereſn the Roſes and Lilies ofher former 
beauty were withered with her ſgrrowes and his infidelities, ahdthe fight and confide- 
ration of her great belly which he had given her, together with her birth; and quality; 
and the infiniteneſſe of her fighes, prayers, ſobs, and reares, could draw no more reaſon 
or compaſſion from him towards her. tha _ 
And now i is , thar ar the fight and oonfideration ofthis his barbarons crnelty'to- 
wards her , her'very heartand foule is wounded and pierced thorow wirh forrow ,' arid 
now itis chat ſhe looks back on her former folly and errour, and'on herpreſtnr aflifon 
and griefe, and on her future ſhame and miſery, and now it iy'tharaeeming him loſtts 
her for ever; and her ſelfe conſequently ruined without him z that her ſorrowesand mi- 
ſeries are ſo grear, ſo infinite, that ſhe is ready to drowne her ſelfe in herteareg and moſt 
willingly defirousto forfake this life and this world to flye np to Heaven aildagi© ode - 


on the wingyof her ſighes arid prayers. But alas poore ſonle, thou art 
to be yer ſo happy , becauſe theſe thy «MiAtionsand forrowes do as it 
gin; therefore thou muſt prepare and arme thy ſelfe to ſufter them wickr pe 
end them in leffe paſſion, and more repentance and piety. "- WRO'J "257 
Alt this ignoble Baron triumph in this his cruelty cowards his former love 
Vrſias, and wn neg poaſt away and acquaint his new one Beriravne therewith, whos 
much rejoyceth , as the other bitterly weeps and laments therearz yerficcording to* 
order) I muſt againe ſpeak of our ſorrowfull Y-f2s, who harh other mote monrnfull 
parts, and lamentable y_ to at upon the ſt-ge of rhisher hiſtory. Who having 
thus received the repulſe and refuſall from h-r treacherous lover 8a8&fore, ſhe (within 
a moneth after) wich 4 forrowfull heart and courage, reſolves (as well as ſhe may)ro dif 
pence for a time wich her teares, and toprovide for her reputation, ſhe hath as yet ac- 
quainred none but 84»ifiore with her diſgrace of her great belly , for neither her kiaf- 
folks, friends,neighbours father,or his ſervants, do as yet know it; ſhe is of a weak body 
and feeble conſticution.& rherefore ro conceale this ſcandall from her Father,as alſo from 
all the world, and to provide for the lying downe of her great belly, the'holds icrequi- 
fire to diſcover this grear and important ſecret but only to one; and fo to crave the aide 
and aſſiſtance of this confident boſome friend. To which end. ſhe thinks none ſofir for 
herpurpoſe, and therefore makes choice of no other, but of an old Aunt of hers, who 
was her Mothers Siſter named Dows Mellefants, who being a wiſe and rich widdow wo- 
man, dwele at Patzeole ſome ten ſmall miles diſtant from Naples, a place o famons for 
ics ſubterranean grots, vaults, and water-works, when inyenting an excuſe ro her Father, 
which was as worthy of her art and policy as ſhe was every way anworthy of theſe her 
croſſes and sfflitions; ſheetels him that itis notunknowne ro him how ſhee hath along 
rime been weak and (ickly,thatthe aireot Neples isneither wholeſome for her,nor plea- 
fing to her,and becauſe ſhe hath often dreamt ſhe (hall in a lietle time recoverher former 
health in Putzeole, ſhe hambly beſeecheth him that he will ſpeedily ſend her thither to 
live ſome ſmall time there with her Aunt Me/efaots, her Father Segnzor de Tores, whoſe age, 
contentment, and joy, lived chiefly inthe youth, proſpericy and healch of this his only: 
childe and daughter, makes her will and defire hereinto be his, when not knowing any 
thing of the diſtaſte thathad paſt berweene his danghrer, and the Baron of SaxGifire, or 
ofhis affeftionrothe Lady Bertreuns, he demanded of her when you are at Putzeole whar 
ſhall become of the Baron of F re, to whom (rather from her apronſtrings chan her 
hearc) ſhe recurnes this witty and ſpeedy anſwer,if Sas&ifore love me,he will then ſome- 
times leave Naples and vifit me, or ifhe do nor, I will not love him ; whichreply of hers 
pleaſed herFather ſo well that he cauſerh her to fir up her apparell and baggage,and with- 
in three dayes after, (attended on by a Chamber maide, and a Man of his, ſends her away 
to Patzeole in his Coach to his Siſter Me/ffante,where being arived ſhe ſpeedily and ng 
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with this great ſecrer of her great belly , which ſo much imports her reputation, ordif- 

grace, and alſo with all the circumſtances thereof, and ſoprayes her beſt love and af- 

fiſtance tqher herein,the which ſhe faithfally promiſerth her, adding wichal,that becauſe 

ſhe isof her own blood, ſhe will regard and love heras her own childe,telling her thar ſhe 

highly commended her policy, for thus blinding the eyes of her Father, and for leaving 

Napler,to come lay down her great belly wich her in Parzeole;yer ſhe could not chuſe bur 
blame her: for-the cauſe thereofinſuffering her ſelfe robe thas abuſed and betrayed, by 
ſobaſea Nobleman as the Baron of $a2Gjfore bur then againe ſhe excuſeth that errour of 
thisher Neece upon the freſhnefſe of her yourh, and beauty, andbids her feare nothing, 

but to reſolve rob: here cheerefall; couragious, and merry with her, 

Here we ſee our beanrifull 77ſfeo fafe at Purzeole, underthe wings and prote&ion of 
her Aunt Mebifanta,andfar off from the eyes of the knowne or ſuſpeRed rejoycing ene- 
mies of her diſgrace; lodged inadainty houſe, adelicare ayre, having variety of curi- 
ous ſweer garments, and-dainty rancks and groves of Orenge and Lemon trees ro walke 
in, well atrended on; andfaring moſt delitiouſ]y;and who therefore would beleeve,that 
ſhewouldnot now4quite abandon her former ſorrowes and tears, and wholly rejz& and 
caſt off charbaſe Baron of 8297ijfore who'fo ingratefully had ruined, and fo reachieroally 
had firſt forſaken and reje&ed her; bar herein Patzeole we ſhall ſee her performe nothin 
lefle; for althoughſhe yer hold himtobe intangÞd it the ares of Berrranws: beaky, of 
the temptarionyof her Father de Torts wealth, yer ultipinng his heart and affeRions og 
own,and meaſuring him by her felfe, -ſhe Ril}oveFhinr(o de#fely rhat ſhe neyerchelefſe 
beleeves he cannot hace her ſo deadly as to rejetand repndtife her to marry the faid 
Bertranna ,' when the more to forrifie her beleefe and re; thereof, ſhe very often 
againe reads oyer his two former Letters which -we haye hearPind ſectie, and'therein 
finding; tharby his conſcience and ſoule, andby Heaven andby Ood, tie hiJ bound Hith- 
ſelfe to marry her, and to tive and dye her faithful! husband ſhe then beleeves that no 
man, much -lefſe a Nobleman , and leaft ofall a Chriſtian wife ſo'prophane and impi- 
ons (without any cauſe or reaſon) to violate all theſe his great oarhes and promiſes ſo 
deeply made, and ſo religiouſly atteſted unto Got; 'whetefore although chis Baron of 
8a2Fifiore were abſent fromher, yer ſeeing him till preſefit jt her eyes and hearr , ſhe 
therefore (in confideration of the premiſes) dortryer conrititually fo plead for him againſt 

her ſelfe, and for his affeQtion and fidelity to heragainſther ſaſpition and diffidence of 
him,that he yer flattersher ſelfe with-4 conceir that in the end hfs conſcience will fo call 
home his thoughts, and God his-confcience, that he will marry her felfe;; and none bur 
her ſelfe. Againe, conſidering him ro be the Father of her unborne babe, ſhe thinks her 
ſelfe.a very unkinde and nnnaturall mother , it ſhe ſhould nor loye him for her childes 
ſake as well as for his own, and that God wonld neither blefſe her nor her barthen, ifſhe 
ſhould any way negle& or omit him ; upon the fonndations of which reaſons, (truly and 
courreouſly laid by her,bur'ſo falſely and treacherouſly by him) ſhe thinks ir a Wa 
and an excellent, expedient for her,to {ek to reclairtie him to her by a Lerter;the proofe 
whereof fince his defe&ion from her; ſhe had not ayer praiſed or experienced, but as 
ſhe began cofall on this reſolution , her hope and defpaire of 84x&foreavd yetherlove 
and affection to him, "make her meer and fall on adonbrfall ſerople, Herkier ſhe ſhoald 
write kindly or cholerickly to him, but atlaſt herafeAion to lim, deatting and excu- 
fing his infidelity to her, and her loveaydconrtefie giving a fayoarable cdhRruftion to 
his cruelty towards her, (he holds it more behovefulll for her defire, and his returne, to 
write to him paſſionately and effetuilly, but not harſhly or ſeverely, and ſo to take the 
ſweet andfaire way which ſhe deſired, bar notthe ſharpe andbitrer which he deſerved ; 
- when flying to her cloſer, ſhe(full of griefe and teares) writes him this enſaing Letrer,the 
which wichout the knowledge of her Aunt Me//ifasts ſhe ſends him to Naples, byher 
traſty meſſenger Sebsftiawo her Fathers Coachman. ' | *f Olds 46g a 
” | p b Ve % F; 


FI 2 


 Gads Revenge againſt Maurtber. Booke VI. 


throw wy ſelfo at thy feet (ag Jowerjf] 


URSINA to SANCTIFIORE. 


" I] TO preſerve thive ows hongyr, 92d prevent mine owne diſgrace 4nd ſhawn, 1 have left Naples 
n to ſojowrae here for a time in Purzeole with the Lady Mellifanta wine Anat, where thy pre- 
| ſence will moke me 81 truly jo;full and happy, a: I feele and krow my ſelfe infinitely miſerable 
without }t ;, For although of late (but for what canſe, or reaſon, God knowes, I | 258 not) it hath plea- 
ſedthee to exerciſe my affection and patience jn thy diſcontent z, zet in regard I am thy Wife by pur- 
chaſe, fith thowart my Harband by promiſe, whereof the copies of thy former Letter: will informe and 
rexember thee, that thow mageſt Gad the Judge, and thy ſople aud conſcience the witneſſtr, I cannot 
beleevy thot thox art ſq irreligious, or that thon beareſt me ſo litile lope, or ſo pruch alice, tomake 
thy ſelfe guilty of ſwch foule y 10 we, and impicty towards God, and 1 appedte to them all if my 
tender and untainted affe iow 10 thee have wot every way deſerved the contrary at thy hands. 4gaine, 
«4 is hoping to marry thee I gave thee my heart, ſo is «/[wrence and confidence thereof, thou did(t lthe- 
wiſe bereave me of av honour, and therefore if the connterpane of that coutrai7 do any way fade or dye 
is thy memory, yet reſt confident that the Originell liver fiill is Heaven, as the 48d ſeale there- 
doth now ia my uwhoppy wombe here os Barth , miſtake me not my deere SanQtifiote, for I write 
not this goth jar malice, but opt of true oe ts thee, to the end that thou mayefi thereby ſeriouſly 
coufdgr, end religiouſly remember with thy ſelfe , what I arn to thee, thou 10 my ſelfe, and what that 
vgfortuncte innocent unborge babe is any belly 1; to y1 both. And although 1 am thy wife before God, 
yet 1 will now is all kunilleg wake en ſclfe thy hagdmaide, and withaworld of ſigher and teeree 
con}d) to conjure and beg thee ;; By my poore beauty which once 
, by the memory of my loſt virginity, which thou wreſtedft from 
deepe other, vower, aud promiſes which thon ſo 
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will 
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WUnsina, 


Her mefſenger Sebeftiany arives privately at.2lopler and finds out the Baron of SundZifiore 
in his chamber by the fire,to whom he gives and delivers this Lecrer,who at firſt (know- 
ing from whom it came) ſtood « pretry whiles mufing and conſulcing with himſelf, whe- 


ther 
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Hiſt. RXIK. wn Smnftifore nd Urjrna 


| _ Sr 


therhe ſhould read or burne it, bur atlaſt he breakes up the ſeales thereof, and with 
much adoe affords himſelfe the time and parience to peruſe it, which baving done,a}- 
though he no way merited to receiveſo ſweet and loving a letter from Y-ſn4  yernot 
bluſhing for ſhame,but looking pale with envy and malice thereat, he Feel forth a 
difkainkal frown,and tearing theletter in peeces,throwes it into the fire, whentur- 


- ning himſelfhaſtily rowards Sebaſtiaro who ſtood neer him and ſaw all that hee had 


done, he in great choler ſpake to himthus, Tell thatproud and fooliſh gipglet Yrſina 


_ that diſdainher as mach as ſhee writes ſhe loves me, and thar, as now; ſo ever hereaf- 
ter I will returnno other anſwerto her and her letters, but contemprand fence, 


when to exprefle his greater fury, Sebsfiawo was no ſoonet forth his chatnber, buthe 
very haſtily chrows faſt the door after him, & im this farions & cholerick manner doth 
this baſe 8au#ifiore receive the love and entertain the letter ofour ſweer & forowfall 
Urſa. 
ng as muchyrieving as admiring at the incivill choler and rage of Sand#:ft 
ore, prefenrly leaves Naples,and carrieshome this poore news and cold comfort to his 
yong Miſtristhe Lady Urfnaat Patzeole, the which he faithfully and punually dehi« 
vers to her, 'who expefted fiothing lefle but direftly the contratry thereof. She is a+ 
mazed to underſtand this his diſdainefull,barbarous, 8 cruell anſiver,and infinitly per- 
plexed in mind, that he ſhould firſtteare then burn her letrer,and for converting his 
pen into Sebaſtianves tongue for hisanſwer thereof;Bur above all thar word of his gig- 
ger kild her very heart with ſorrow, to think rhat for all her former courteſies ſhewed 
him,he ſhould now arlaſtrepay her with this foule ingratitude and ſcandalous afperſi- 
on, at the ſorrowfull though ahd conſideration'Wwhereof, reſolving to make her piery 
exceed hiscraelty ſhecould not refrain from bed&wing her roſeatcheeks with many 
p_ reares/ hor fromevaporating this heavenlyejaculation from the profundity of 
heart; and the centre of her ſoul ; God forgive the Baron of Sax@ifore, and be mer- 
cifull ro me Vines ___ and wretched finner, had ſhe contintied in this godly mind 
andrefolutionſhe had donewell, bur alas (notwirhſtanding che whiolſome comfort & 
councell ofhetaunt Melefanza)we ſhall ſhortly ſee her run a cohtrary courſe & cariere. 
It is a common phraſe and proverb that misfortuhe ſeldom comes alone, which we 
hall now ſee our ſorrowfull Urſiue will venifie by her deep fighes, and confirnie by her 
bitter teares'for this diſcourtifie of $a#Fzfore towards her , for ſhe hith ſo deep- 
ly nailed itinher mind, and rivered it in her heart, that it begins to injþaire her health 
and ſtrength, and conſequently to pervert and alter the conſtirution ofher body , fo 
that where as her poore unborn babe had lived buit one fullmonrh within her,ſhe now 
finds ſo many ſuddain throws, and unacuſtomed convulſions, that ſbe is ſpeedily con- 
ſtrained to betake her ſelf to her bed,when calling upon her aunt Me/tefanto,8: withall 
poſſible haſte ſending away for the midwife,ſhe after many ſharprorments; and bitter 
cryes and groanes (tothe great perilland iminent danger ofher life) is delivered of a 
very pretty litre ſon, which God ſends into the world dead born ; now although ſhee 
want no curious care comfort and attendance from her aunr,in this her ſicknes and ex- 
rremity, yet ſhe weeps bitterly,and 7 amy for the abortive birth and untimely death 
ofher poore innocent babe, and infant, and becauſe her aunt ſees, that this laſt ai&i- 
on and ſorrow ofher neece doth infinitly enicteaſe and revive her former, and that ſhee 
alſo conceives a wonderfull feare in her heart, & ſcruple in her conſcience that ir is 6n< 
ly her immoderare griefe and ſorrow which hath kild her child, -rherefore as a diſcreer 
matron and wiſe Lady, ('to remove thisarticleout ofher neecesbeliefe and riemory) 
tels her plainly and freely,thar ſhe js exrremely deceived in that point &doubrof fear, 
and that it isnot her ſorrow, but the baſe ingratitade'and treachety ofher falſe lover 


- 


Sen@ifore' to her ſelfe which kild her child within her ; Atartandyet/a true fpeech, - 
which Urf#ancither will ſoſoone, nor can ſo eaſily forger,as her aunt MeV/efonts hath ' 
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needlefſe vanity or ſuprefluous ceremony in her {elf : For {he deſires to kiſt her 
breathleſſe innocent babe for his ſake,which ſhe doth, when giving it achouſand kifles, 
then waſhing his face with her teares, and lamenting and grieving that ſhe conldnor 
brearh life into it with her ſighs, ſhe recommends it againe toher aunt, and ſhe the 
Game night toits ſecret anddecent buriall. : 

Whiles thas Ur/i»e remaines very weak and flick in her bed, yet ſtillher heart and af 
fe&tion looks conſtantly on $4x#ifrore as the needle of the compaſle doth to the north, 
notwithſtanding all his baſe ingratitude , and cruelty fromitime to time ſhewed eo» 
wardsher, and becauſe it isa thouſand griefes and pitties that ever he ſethiseyes on 
her,or ſhe on him, and as many ſhames for him, firlt to ſeduce and rhen to betray her, 
therefore who would any way commend her for continuing of her loveto him, orra- 
ther who would not infinitely blame her of folly, and condemn hef for want of wit, 6 
judgement, ever any more either to hope or hearken after him : And yer this filly 
yong Lady is ſo bewitched to him as in the very middeſt ofher {icknes & ſorrows, and 
contrary to all ſence and reaſon here breaks forth a {parkle & flaſh of her policy in her 
ſelf, and ofher affefion rowards him z She neicher can, nor dare truſt any otherbur 
Sebaſtiano her coachman, with this great ſecret which ſo much imports her honor.or 
diſgrace,or with this her meſſage with SanFifiore from whom (though in vaine ) ſhee 
expects ſome hope and content, when exempring all from her chaniber ſhe cals him 
her beds ſide, and ſwearing him to ſecrecy, for want of ftrengeh to write chargeth him 

eſenely to ride poaſt to Naples againe to find out the Baron of $42G&:zfre and to tell 

imfrom her, that ſheher ſelfis extream fick, and not bke to.live,thatſhee is delivered 
of his and her Sonne who is dead born, and therefore that ſhe begs him; that for Gods 
ſake he will ſpeedily come over to her,becauſe for his good,8& her concene,ſhe infinithy 
deſirerh to diſcharge her mind and conſcience tohim before ſhe. go to heaven z So Se 
baſtiano, (in diſcharge of his duty, and his Ladies command. ſeems rather :to fly than 
jouk to Naples, where ariving & SauFifiores houte, and'findinghum within; he ſends 

im up his name by one of his men, as alſo that he molt carneſtly defitesto ſpeak a word 
with his Lordſhip: but $a»@ifore knowing who it was,andthierefore imagining from 
whom he came,bids his man carrySeheſtionp back-this anſwer that hewill neither ſpeak 
with him, nor ſec him. Sebaftienc is perplexed with.this his fhort-and ſharp reply , but 
becauſe his meflage is of great importance, asalfofor that he exceedingly reſpeterh && 
honoreth his yong Lady and miſtris, he reſolves nor to retutnto herasa fool;to which 
end, at the foot of the ſtaires he enquiresof another of his ſervants when he thinks his 
Lord will go forth, who tels him he willtake eoach within half an houre , whereof 8+ 
boitia#obeing exceeding glad, he thinks ic beſt to ſtay for him in the ſtreer, where(with 
mma iglancy Oe) jency) he attends bis ing, ſoar laſt heſees him iſſue forth 
wW 


whom he is ſel- 


a5 much asin him lies romake it to beas well her langhrer, ashisown contepr & ſcorn. 
. Now,hereere proceed farther; I khow theres n0 chriſtian whatſoever , bur thar 
ave heed Gale, will yon within lintcee che reading oftheſt croell, barba- 
2u3-and- helliſh (pcechs-ofthis baſe hearted Nobleman, againſt our forrowtfull and 
in hearing admy(elfia penniog and relating them: do Itearmbin Nobleman? © ler 


Hiſt. KRIS. . — Saline and Urſin. It3 


mee (with raſþe&t and repentance) revoke tharnobleritlefrom SentHifiore,an Ive . 
him his dane; ler me tearm him as he 1s a monſter of men, orif hewtl;a noble ndro gi 
yikahn, or whether he willot ao, a4 meer ry , or elſe adevill in the ſhape of a man, 
eo Uſefuchingrarefull exyelryes, andhelliſhaCtions anid fpeeches agaitift theſe two in- 


nocent perſons, who cottrariwiſe in' the bigheN Gees ved fromhitn all manner 
ofaffotion,reſpett, chariey; pirty and Y. 5 bark nlook 6 himſelf as well 
ws he can, yet (God betty whuſd #5 trek tis tot impoſſible for him in the endto 


deare forthele his foule infidelities and erttdrits. 
Return wenow to Seb4ſtiano who(by thistite ) is ebb ro Putzeole whereof 
he profenty ſends up norice to his Amy Iree's and nes #a who ſtill keeps her 
di{conrent and ficknes at the hewts'ofh iSarfivall, or rather ho- 
ping that he Rr eehad brought her ſorne good newsfroth het Shi Hfore . ſhe without any 
regardto her weaktieſſe and ficknes)riſerh frorhtherbed by the fire, atidcalsher chamm- 
ber maid forher night gown, which having #r4#11 on; ſhebidsher for a whiles re ab- 
ſeneher ſelf, and to ſend up her coachman S-bafddvo to Her,” and although in his for- 
rowfull looks and countenance ſbe may already tacirly fads large lefttre of the bad 
news he btings her from $49@5/ore , yer ſhe el hitti to her,and bids htm ſpeak on:bur 
alas he ſpeaketh'too ſoon for her , for (with a tfalring mf tremblitlg voice) hee tels 
her the harſh-entertainment, which SanGifoort gaveto himanyd his meſſage i in Naples, 
and the inhuthane and croell anſwer which h&bzd himrerarh' to her inPurzeole,wich- 
out any way adding or diminiſhing a wotd theteof'; the which asfoonas ſhe under- 
ſto0d, ſhe for the extremity ofher griefe and ſorrqw Gor, downherhead, and roſe 
ſing her armes1tereth this paſſionare ſpeech : pu $i pPth® thar $4nÞifiore 
Ithusaboſeme, or js chis che favor which't tatiſt e4p&& of himi'iti requitall of 
thoſecxttaord) nary cotirtefies he hath Drendidnr n— walking up and down 
her chamber, ſhe thanks Sebaſtiano, and pivir)gt hitri old for his ns, bids tim 
to lexveher, roſctd up her aunt Me prog ta irhber ths der 
bed; who hercyponratying gup phat here herfhr chefittle 
had ofherowit health, but more for her fookiſtiteates, ar TILInY 
der theyhad faldherhi fer bed ahd thar V/fiaithad Met 2id, 
ſhee - aunt toſhur her chamber doore, and thehtp fir Fel fide 
for: it heed ſome ſecrers of importance 10 veveale wn her ; when with k $thetk 
ne (ſiphes ad bares Padkwinggt e roſes and fifiesofhet freſh and rn Sor the 
eee Hom pol point',  whar had rlow 4gait paſt berwern San2iffore: 4nd 
herfelf, yp this Sine: win of Schaftiitnd wo/hithar Naples. Het anjit Mebefunts 
hnghs 25 mich at this folly of her neece Urſin#, as ſhe her ſelf weeys at herown ſor- 
rowsandaffiitions, artd having as mach w xstheotherk4d weaknes, the fakes bold 
ro call her ſot, and foole, tocare for him who conrertned and ſcomed fier,and for fet- 
ting that to her heart which he did at his heel, ow ſhe advanced furtherin this her pal- 
fionate choler to her antl faid, He fle neece, ſl your ſorrows to buy more courage ond 
wit, and ſo becauſe that baſe] Baron S andHifiore ons and defies Syo0s him1 ph 
oy n,' ard do thiefike ro him, afharp Ny RT pious (a 
How conveyes toltier heart; and it exudate heir ro rey 
et fer aint Mellefo>ey bath non: forp SE 
dowt', with ira eS "VA "tows 
re rk eries attefcruties ri/Her ep fo.titicas 
cheir on 


; 


weeps becanſe the carr weep no tnore there ee hating 
' 0itSafid horoftopes wet&fath, vhizr @ Sent WasBoth' to" hate” het', (0 was'h 
notwithſtanding, (as. yer) ro'affe@? amd lovehim;. © 
Fe 4 Vrſina; Iris true indeed, that theleaſt of theſe dais. , and KS of 
rhee,are cauſes enough of all thy teares and ſorrows; bur yet the confide- 
ration aut comparing ofthoſe with theſe, —_— and leads me to rhis — char 
2 new 
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I know not whether he be. more tobe blamed for committing the firſt, or thoufor | 
permitting the ſecond, in regard theyare every. way'more worthy of chy- ſcorn than 
of thy care, and of thy contempt than of thy affliqion. - Hisingratitude, andcrimes to 
thee I know are many mquantity, and yery baſe and odious m quality,yea their num- 
ber is ſo great and their narure ſo fou};thattheir. recapitulation cannotbegrawn with- 
in a ſmaller,nor their repetition contraſted in a lefler or narrower volume than this;he 
hath betraid his love, violated his faich,and falfified his oathes and promiſes to thee; he 
hath bereaved thee of thy virginity, torn and burntthy lerrers , diſdained to ſee thee, 
called thee gigglet and whoxez thy innocent babe baſtard, and which is worſt of all, he 
hath wilfully, and cholerckly wiſhed borh of you ta the devilly ſojudge with thy ſelf 
Urſine,if all theſe be norkgir motiyesfor thee ſtillto love Sex@ifore , or rather it they 
be nor juſtrealops and proyocationsfor thee now at laſt to hate him; or'if thou think 
they be nor enough to work &eltabliſhchis meramorphoſis in thee have bur a lirtle Pa- 
rience, and it is not. impoſlible for thee to find. more to affe&. and finiſhit;' fornow 
whiles her aunt, MeVefantais rating &.ratling her tor not caſhng off her heart & hope 
from SenGifiore; and Yr/eaa (an.counter-exchange)chiding her aunt becauſe ſhe can- 
not indure that lheſbould eernallyJoye bim, here fals outan unexpected accident 
(within a moneth afcer {lie had prettily recovered her healthand ſtrength) which we 
{hall preſentlyſce will work. and produce ſtrange effetts both in her heare and mind as 
alſo in her affeftions and rgfalutions towards her SenF&ifiore,tor as yet(privatly toher 
ſelf )ſhe many cimes ſo rearmes and {tiles him. | | 

Ona fair afternoon, wheathe Spghar glorious lamp of heaven): hadinhis fiery 
gliſtering chariot taken leave of the ſouth, and was pooling towardstheweſt, to 
view the Arlanrick ſeas, as the. Lady Mebefante carried her,neece Urſineforth inher 
coach to take.the ayxe,andgorecreate her ſorrowfall ſpirits "Ig agreat walk of orenge 


+,ordetly-and pleafantly growing upon th koof > chriſtallbrook abo 
trees,orderly:and plealantly growing upon the alinec by ut a 
mile from Poodale, the py Ms ha hooke the coach)eſpicd two horſemen gal- 
»pping diretly towar ira whenZ ws flattering her ſelf with hope, and therefore 
aluſbing for jay,thatirwas her Sa8Jifiere , whowas purpolly comefrom.Naplesto- 
LW Akt therforecries out to her coachman Sebeſffiexoro ſtay the 


coach & to arrend.and expe them; when preſently ſheſers her hopes deceived, and 
herjoyes ended as ſoon.as began, for was a ſervant of Melefantes who from 


Purzeole condutted ET 0/efans TVant other father Placedo's who came from 

aples with 4 letter from:him to her, whereupon the aunt much wondering, and the 
Sr Jain bulineſſe. might be, they both deſcend the coach; 
and Yr pe toner fachers letter from his man, ſhe ſteps alittle afide from her aunt 
Mellefents, Fs eakingwupthe ſeal thereof; (direftly contrary to her expeQation 
and deſires) finds theſe lingstherein. _ x 
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Frſina hath no ſooner read this letter, but every member of her body crembles for 
| Wiefe and vexation therear, yea her ſorrows are ſogreat , as ſhe cannot lpeak a word, 
when being ready tofall ro the ground, her aunt: Melefanta ſteps toher afliſtanceand 
{o do thetwo men, bur they have all of them much ado ro ſupport her up , when at 
laſt wringing her hands, and looking up ſtedfaſtly to heaven, ſhee throwing her lerter 
to her aunt toread, utrers forth this bitter exclamation againſt SanTifiore ;, and hath 
this baſe Nobleman at laſt required all my love, with this'monſtrous ingratitude and 
rreachery! O why dol live to ſuffer ir? and O wherefore ſhould helive for offering ir 
rome ? her aunt reads herlertter and in deteſtation of 84x@F:rfores baſenes,ſhe ads fuell- 
tothe flame ofher neeces choler againſt him, but ſhe nezdsnor, for chis very laſt a&t of 
his marriage with Berirenra, ſers her all in fire and revenge agamſt him, yea her heart 
15abſolutly diverred,andraken away from him, as heretofore ſhenever loved him ſo 
muchas now ſhe hates him ; Ce ſweares to herſelf, thar ſhe will make him pay deare 
for this his ingratitude and rrechery rowards her , and limits her revenge with no lefle 
than his death for ſo baſely abuſing and deceiving her, ſhe but now threw away his ler- 
rer for ſorrow, but now {he again takes itup for joy , becauſe ir cals her home ro Na- 
ples, whereas ſoone as ſhe arrives, ſhe againe and againe reſolves and vowes with her 
ſelfe that ſhe will murther him her ſelfe, or cauſe him ro be murthered by ſome others : 
her aunt MeVefarnta by all ſweet meanes andper{waſions ſeeks to pacifie her diſcontegr 
and fary, and fo toappeaſe and coole the raging tempeſts of her heart: bur ſhe ſpeakes 
 toadeafe woman, who is not capable, eirher of counſell conſolation or reaſon, for her 
maliceand revenge againſt SanEifiore have ſo fully raken up her hearr and foul, and fo 
abſolutely ſurpriſed her thoughts and poſſeſſed her reſolutions, that ſhe neirher reſolves 
bs nor thinkes of any thing elſe, bur how and in what manner ſhee may murther him; ro 
which end ſhe takes coach for Parzeole , there packs up her baggage, conceales her 
bloody intents and reſolutions towards 84as@iffore from heraunt Melefanta,thanks her 
molt lovingly ayd courteouſly for all her care of her, and affeftion roher, the remem- 
brance whereotſhe affirms ſhe will beare to her grave, and from thence ro heaven, and 
fo within three dayestakes leave of her, andrptaraesto Naples to her father, who re- 
ceives her with much content and joy, and1s very glad ofthe recovery of her health, 
and yer. perceives ſome ſecret diſcontent lie lurking in the furrowes of her browes; 
but ſhe difſemblerh it both ro him and the world, and fo beares her (elfe fairly, modeſt- 
ly and remperarly rovrards him in her ſpeeches and ations , who allthis while is every 
way ignorantof her diſgracefull great belly , as alſo of the birth and buriall ofherin- 
fant child. She isno ſooner come to Naples, but her deadly malice and revenge to 
$anGifore wil give no truce to her chaughts,nor peace toher reſolutions, for her hearr 
having conſpired wirh the devill, and both of them againſt God' ro diſpatch him to 
» Heaven; ſonow fromthe marter ſhe falstothemanner , and from herconſalration to 
the praftiſerhereof. She firſt thinks ir beſtro ger him poyſoned, to which end wirhin 
ten dayes after her arrivall ro Naples ſhe ſends for her owne Apothecary named 4z10- 
w/o Rowancy,and having ſworne hum to ſecrecy profers him rwo hundred duckatons to 
poyſon her mortall enemy the Baron of SanTifiore, but Romancy is roohoneſta man 
andrtooreligious a Chriſtian to nndertake it, and ſo utterly refuſeth her, and rejeferh 
her profer ; and then and there with many godly reaſons and pious ſpeeches, endevo- 
reth to diſwade her from thisfowle and bloody fat, but he fpeaks either to the wind 
or to a deafe woman , for ſhe is reſolute notto retire but ro advance 1n this her cruell 
and inhumanedeſigne, onlyſhehere agame ſtrongly conjures this honeſt Aporhecary 
to ſecrecy, the which he ſolemaly promiſerh. od 
\ Unſeagis ſtillimplacable inher malice and revenge againſt Sax@ifore, the which re- 
vives with more vidtence, andflamesfordh with: rhe greater imperuoſity , when the 
herſecret/fpies) is given to underſtand tharhe triompheth inher affliftion and 
| Cant al,and reputesithis chiefe{tcontant andfelicity to have ere&edtherrophees - 
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his joy upon the ruins of her honor and the demolitions of her reputation and fame, 
as alſo that ſhe and this her diſgrace is now become the publike laughter and private 
ſcorn and glory of his prondand ambitious wife Bertranna : fo ſhe cannot endure the 
thought, much lefſe digeſt rhe remembrance and confideration hereof, and therefore 
ſhe ſpeedily reſolves to reduce her wahtious contemplation into bloody ation to- 
wards him, and to try another experiment and concluſion thereof. She in a pleaſant 
morning ſomwhat ſooner thanaccuſtomed , walks alone with her waiting maid in her 
fathers curious and dainty garden, but not to pleaſe her eyes with the delicious fight 
and ftagrant ſmell ofthe great variety of rare and fair flowers wherewithit was richly 
adorned and diapred;or ro recreat and delight her ears with the melifluousditties and 
madrigals of thoſe ſweet quiriſters ot the aire, the nightingals; thruſhes, and lennots, 
who far chanting of ſome ſweet divifion in ſome trees of this garden , and on ſome 
branches of theſe trees; or to preſerveher ſelt from the intemperat heart of rhe ſcorching 
Sun beames; and therefore either to paſſe her time, cither in ſome ſhaddowed walks 
and arbours, or to fit her ſelf down by ſome curious chryſtall founraine, with all which 
delights and rarities this her fathers garden was deliciouſly inriched and embeliſhed; 
O no, nothing leſſe, for ſhe was reſolute ro make her ſelf more miſerable, & not fo hap- 
py, becauſe her thoughts were wholly bent on blood, and her refolutions, on the 
murther of $an&Gifiore at what priceor rate ſoever. Having therefore formerly miſt of 
her Apothecary Romancy to poylon him, ſhe elfe knows not any fo fit or proper to dil 
patch him as her truſty coachman Sebgftiano, who (as we have formerly underſtood) 
was both an eye and an eare witnes of this his baſe and ignoble cruelty towards her, 
wherefore ſhe by her waiting maid,ſends for him into the garden to her,8 with many 
ruthfull looks, and forrowfull ſighes, having firſt commended and applauded his fide- 
lity, to her, and then ſworn him to ſecrecy to what ſhe ſhould now relate and deliver 
anto him, ſhe rels him,thatſhe'cannor live except that baſe Lord SaxFifore dye, and 
therefore ſhe profereth him an hundred Spaniſh double piſtols of golg, it he will either 
murther him by night in the ſtreets with his rapier';' or piſtoll: him to death abroad 
in the fields, athis firſt ſeeing and megeing of him, to the which ſhe very earneſtly 
praiesand requeſts him. Sebsſ#3a#0 as amnazed at this bloody propofition & entreaty of 
hisyong Lady Urſin, whomhe ever held tobe more charicable;8e not ſo cruell hearted 
to any one of the world, and although he be poor, yet he is ſo honeſt, vertuous and re- 
ligious, as he highly refuſerh to diſtain his hearr,ordip his hands in innocent blood for 
anyilveror gold whatſoever. So in humble (and yer in abſolute) tearms, he gives 
her the deniall, and (with teares in his eyes) prayes her to deſiſt from thisher cruel! 
purpoſe, becauſe he affirmes to her, thar the end of murther proves moſt commonly bur 
the beginning of ſhame, repentance, miſery , and confuſion to their authors ; ſoſhe 
bites her lip, and hangs her head for ſorrow, art this his repulſe and refuſal} ;; -and yer is 
ſo cautious and wary mn her ations, as ſhe makes him again ſweare ſecrecy to her in all 
things, which now doth, or hereafter may concern this buſinefle, the which he faith- 
fully promiſeth her,provided,thather commands and his ſervicebe every way exem 
of the effuſion of innocent bload; and rhe perperration of murther , ro thewhich he 
conſtantly vows to her, it is impofiblefor him ever to beſeduced or drawn , and ſo he 
takesleave of herand leaves her ſolitarily atone in the garden to her muſes; bur yet 
as he was ifſning forth ſhe again cals him ro her , and ſtrily chargeth him firſt care- 
fallyand curiouſly to inform himſelf, and then he her , of San#ifiores molt fre- 
quent haunts, and walks without theCitty , the which he likewiſe promiſerh herto 


_ Qurmaliciousand revengfall Vrſn#:isnot contented to receive the deniall from 
her Apothecary Rowazcy, and the repulſe froin her coachman Sebaſtiavo, about the fi- 
nithing of this deplorable bufines,bur withont making any good uſe of their honeſt & 
religiqus diffwwafions ofher from it, or without once looking OWE 
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heaven or-hell ſhe as a fatall membver;& prodigious agenrof 84thzz,is (till reſolute to 
proceed herein; for heis{till ſo (freng wich her Heare;becaulſe her faithand ſoul arefo 
weak withGod,that ſhe ſees not heffelf ſo oft& in herlooking glas with delighr,as ſhe 
both ſees, 8& finds San@ifiore in herheart andmyind with deteſtation; for her mallice to 
him hath quite expelledall reaſon, /& baniſhed charity and piery in her (elf, and con- 
fequently now madeher memorative and capihtt ofnothing but ofreyenge and blood 
rowards him; - which takes up every pare, and iſurpes every-poine borh of her time; 
and ofher ſelf}, and works ſoftrange ('I may father truly ſay fo miſerable?) a meta- 
morphofisin her , -as if ſhee were now wholſp'eompoſed of one, or both of theſe 
rwo impiousand diabolicall vicesy fo rhat toment'ſeemsa yeere,, and every 
day an age roher , before ſhe hachdifparched wmi'for heavery;/ ſhe now ſees thar ſhee 
cannot (with ſafery ) employ any other herein bir her ſelf; and therefore day by day 
calhng upon Seboſi:av0 to know of hirm, where $a9@ifores aſtral haunts & walks were 
ourthe citty', hee at: laſt rels. her! thar hes Fully affuret#;-thar moſt mornings and 
evenings he rakes his coich and ſometimes his'page, 'butmany times-alone, and ſo 
gocsa mile our ofthe cittie beyondthe gate whith looks/towards Saint Gerzraimes , 
and there ima dainty groveof Olives and Otengetrees { Her a ſmall Tiver fide) he 
with his book in his hand ,, arid his/fpaniell dbp'ar hishedls pafſerh an honre or two 
alone in his private contemplariong his coach being ſomerimes out of fight from hitn, 
and (omerimes returns to the Cittygand ſocomesand fercheth him back again; which 
reportis noſooner heard and andRood of Vrſas from hercoachman, bur ſhe recei- 
verh it wirh much joy, andenrertairs ic wich/infiniite content and dele@ation ; ſhes 
therefore ſo cruell in herchoughts; andiſoderterminare arid bloody in her reſolution 
asſhe will protrat no time, barſhe ſpeedily berhinks her ſelf of a helliſh ſtrarag ind 
policy (no lefſe ftrange then cruell ywhichthe devill himfelffaggeſted, and found ouit 
for her, to wreak herinvererate malice8iafernall revengeitriyurthering of Sen@ifiore, 
the manner whereof isthus; 167 70992 1971; Os! ULEOTE OFT 
She very ſecretly provides her ſelf of a friexs cvitipleat weed, 'as a ſad ruſſet gown'% 
coule, .with a girdle of a knotty rope; and woodden fandalls; proper to the order of 
the Bonzes homer (which'isthe reformed one of tharof Saitit Francis ) with a falleneg- 
ligent old beard, and haire for his headſatablero'the fame; 'andin one of rhe pockets 
of this frock,ſhe pur a ſmall beggingbox, 'ſactras thoſe friers wſe to carry in Citty and 
country when they crave the charitable almes anddevotiod of well difpoſed people; 
as alſo a new breviary(or ſmall maſſe book)of the laſt editioniand form of Roxve,bou 
upin blew turky leather richly guilt, bur in the'other pocket thereofſhe pars a Couple 
of ſinall ſhort piſtols which ſhe had ſecretly putloined our of het father Placeds'rarmo- 
ry, andhad charged each'of them with a brace of bullets, faſt rammed down, with 
priming powderin the pans, and all theſe farall trinckets, ſhee (with equall filence and 
treachery)packes and ryes up cloſe in the gown, expeQing the time and houreto work 
this her craell & lamentable feat on innocent $4#&ifiore, who little thinks or dreams 
what a bloody banquet hisold love,8&& now hisnew enemyUVyſie is preparing for him. 
And here I write withgriefe rhat it was the ruefday after Palm Sunday, (a time and 
week which the blefſed pafſion of our Saviour Feſw chrip , makes ſacred and famons, 
and which all trile Chriſtians in his commemoration onght to keep holy, and riot ro 
polute or defile it with barbarous andbloody facrifices) when our tnaſculine monſter, 
rather our femall fury Vrſina, being aſſured by:Se#6aſtiano that the Baroti of $4nFifiore 
wasthart day about three of the clock after dinnergone outalone in his coach ro bis a- 
foreſaid uſuallplace of walking a mile of the cirry mm the fields;ſhe infinite glad of this 
defired occaſion and longed for opportunity; bids 8ebaſti##omake ready his coach , & 
filently to leave him withour the-poſtern gare of her: fathgrs garden, and fo pte- 
ſently ro-come up ro het chamber to her, the which he'as ſoon performs; to whomſhe 
now(praphinely and treacheroufly ſayes)Sebeſtines, (by the favor and miercy of _ 
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L have now exchanged my. crudly into. courteſie.gowards the Baron of Sandifore, 
anddoe therefore preſennly reſolvetg givehima merry meecing inthe fields, wherear 
before our departure and xerurne, [ know chonwiltrejoyceand laugh heartily ar the 
ſightherect; the which indeed was yary, welcomeand plealiftignewes to8ecbaſtiano, 
to whom ſhe then gives 5his lictle fardell, and { purpoſely leaving her waiging-maid 
behind her, ſhe cheerefully, and ipeedily followes him, to-the coath,,: whereiabeing 
ſeared and the -licrle tagdell likewi@ within by her, ſhe bids/hjm drive away withalt 
ſpeed to findiour Seadifigre,' the whigh (armed wah his innoeency) hejoyfully doh. 
Naw as they are come within zwoflight ſhotsofhim , Urffma bids Sebaſtiano nor to 
proceed farther, but ragdrive in. the-e9qch into7fome cloſe ſhadowed placerour of the 
high way, where chey might ſce San@ifpre, butgorGas yet) to be either ſeene or eſpi- 
ed of him; which accordingly hedeth;, where ſhe deſccnds her-coach y drawes off her 
owne apparell, and ſo puts.on ber fake friersapparell,, asalſo the haireandbeard, ha- 
ving madeandprepared allthings fie:gnd ready before, and here likewiſe ſhe folderh 
upithe treſſes and tramelsof her ownehaire under it, and hath purpoſely ſhaved away 
the haire of a little part af.thecrowneofher bead; and all this whiles hercoach man Se- 
baſtiano turnes her chambex-maid here ja-(hÞ fieldszO make her ready, where be cannot 
refraine from exceedingly ſmiling epd-hoghingzoſec wharaſtrange metamorphoſis 
this now is, that his young L ady Vrfiadishere:bacome an old frier, burſtill it hides 
and conceales her two piſtols carefulytznber poeker from him, as alſo-her bloody de- 
ſignes and intenttowards $8&5fergand wh wasevery way a$innocent, as 
hgher (elfe and only her ſelfe. is gyilgy:ghereots Now being all.in a readinefe, ſhe our 
of her other pocket takes her almeg/box; apdiliolds-it'in ohe of her hands, and her 
my (orbreviary) in kigrpcher ,.and{0 caking} leave of hercoachman; and (with a 


bling cheerfull countenance )-tharging him to pray for her good forrume, and 
eedily to bring up hexcoachto ber jſasſooh 35 he ſees her waye her white handker- 
cher towards him ; fo, asa jolly old frier, away this ſhe devillfoftly trips towards Sas 
Jifiore having piery in hepdgoks;butpro ueltyinderheartand 
intentions dia tet x eh IP refrain from langhing co ſee 
this great change, and aleeration:in his young Ladyend miſtris, bur diredtly beleevini 
that the inmeziment went amapingeormitking, fuch was bis ignorance that he 1 
thought, or dreamt that ſhee-went tocomnic murther , or what devill washere vailed 
and ſhroaded under this friers weeds;* -5:r1! vid nn x | 
So (wichmore afurancethan tear,and withfarthore impiety thangrace ) ſhe goes 
on towards Sewfifiore who. was thete alone walking and reading, ro whom approa- 
ching, and giving him «dycke or. two; the holding up her begging box, and counter- 
feiting an old fryers vopcF, prayes him for the bleſſed VirginrMeries fake, and alſo for 
holy Saint Fregcis ſake ro beſtow fomerthing on himfor their fociery and order; which 
$4x#3ifore(beingalone, agbaving fenst back hiscoach co the citey) reſolving ro do, he 
ſceingthac fair new breyiacy in the fajers- hands; he fairly takes it fromhim; and care- 
fally viewerhand peruſeth it, whichbeing'thatwhich Vr/i»«aimed and looked for,ſhe 
for manners ſake(but indeed purpolelyand maticiouſly) tepsbehind him, 8 very ſoft- 
Yung eu neet lier iſtolsous.Afher pocker which was: already bent; ſheele- 
$itat  vayreinesofi@beckoded ſolertsfyathim , whereof he preſently was 
mg to the ground, when {thedevill makibg: hee nimble and dexterous in her 
makice)io the turning of ahand, ſhewhips ourthe other piſtoll out ofher pocker, and 
ro make ſurework with him likewiſe itn his breſt; and ro make her inve- 
terate malice andrevengeto him the more contpici 6 arr toall che world, 
25 neer as ſhe could gneſſe co his very! hearc, bk . Mrathmp ace by her 
fonre bullets Soo7ifiore ffll-immediatiydead rothe ground, having neither che power 
ay pry rep" pulling offher falſe beard, diſcovered 
to himas heewas dying; and ſpurting him moſt —— 
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with her foot gave him this cruell farwell, ſach deaths ſuch villaines deſerve, who tri- 
urnph & glory to bertay harmlefſe & innocent Ladies; which having acted and faid,ſhe 
waving her hand kercher to her coachman, he comes pro her with hercoach as (wikt as 
the wind,who is all a mazed & in teares ro behold this wofull accident and lamenrable 
ſpettacle;for deſcending ſpecdily from his coach, he finds cheBaron of $:42&ifiore dead, 
and his ſoule already fled and aſcended from earth to heaven,to whom his Lady Y+f14 
ina graceleſſ inſul:ing bravery) ayes, rejoyce with me Sebaſtiaro, thar Ihavenow fo 
bravely and Portdinacely revenged my ſelt on this baſe and treacherous Baron 'San@ifie- 
re; but honeſt $edaſFieno, (being as fill of true griefe, as ſhe was of falſe joy ) replyes 
and rels her j Ol-rnadamne ! whar have you done? for this is no cauſe, and rhefore no 
time to rejoyce but rather to lament and mourn for this lamenrable fact and crirhe of 
yours, andnot to difſemble youthe truth; as much as you (in this farall friers frock) 
did meyourbloody intencions, I have far more reafon ro fear than cauſe to doubr, 
thar your murthering of the Baron of San@&ifere ; will provethe ruin and confuſion of 
your ſelf, except God be graciouſly pleaſed ro be more mercifull to'you, than you have 
been to him ;" therefore Jook from his danger and misfortane ſpeedily ro. provide for 
your ow ſafety; which as ſoon as he had ſaid, he (in the friers weeds) ſpeedily takes 
her up-in the coach, and then drives away afull gallop tothe ſhidoyred thicker from 
whencethe came, where ſhe caſts of her friers apparell, beard,hair,box and book ,as al- 
ſo the two piſtols, thewhich they rwo wrap up all in thegown, & throw it intoa deep 
dicchor precipice,and {© he helps her ro pur on all her own apparel! and atrire and then 
with more haſte than good ſpeed drives home arrain toward Naples,and it was a diſpu- 
rable queſtion, wherherour bloody and execrable wrerch Y-ſin2 niore rejoyced, orher 
honeſt coachman Sehaftianolamenred & prieved at this unfortunate 8, deplorable fact. 
We haveſeen with what a malicious courage;and adefperate and prophane reſok:ti- 
on, this cruell hearted Gentlewoman Orfingbeth in the habit of a ftier)murthered this 
unfortunate Baron Senifiore, and the reader ſhaſtnot gomuch furcher in this hiſtory 
before(ifnot in thE me moment, yerin the ſame houre ) he ſee the ſacred juſtice of 
God will ſtipriſe andbring her to condigne puniſhment for the ſame, as if the laſt (as 
indeed it is) were co-infident and heredirarytothe firſt , or asif it were wholy impoſ- 
fible forher to rejoyce ſo much here on carth for that, asGod and his Angels do both 
eriuamph and glory in heaven for this. | 
© Godsjiidgements areas Juſt as ſacred, and as miraculous as juſt : fo thr all people 
ſhould ratheradmire it with awfull reverence, than any way neglect it with a prophane 
preſumption. But our wretched Urſa will nor make her felf ſo happy to he of the 
firſt, but rather ſo miſerableto be of this ſecond rarick ; for ſhe wholly defpiſeth Gods 
juſtice ; and#fo abſolutely forgers God himſelf, as ſhe neirher thinks of __ ſhe hath 
now done, what ſhe now is, or which is worſt of all what hereafter ſhe may bee ; bur 
rather (as an inconſiderate and wretched jipfie ) laughs in her eeve for joy , rohave 
thus happily bereaved SanGifore of his life, whoſo lately and ſo rreacherouſly had 
bereaved her of tier honor and chaſtiry. Whiles thus ſorrowfull.$:42/34a30 is hurrying 
away his joyfull mrirtherousyong Mrsthe Lady Urſinen her coach towards her father 
Seignior Plackdo's robſe'iin Naples, as thinking to makehis way the ſhorter & ſecurer) 
hedrave his coach ofi/a narrow path by the ſideof a hif,. it ſo pleaſed God ( inhis fa- 
cred providetice)as oftiis two coach horſes, thar ofthe our fide fell ſhear over cheparh 
and drew his fellow hoſe; the coach, the Lady Yr/iz ," 4nd her coachman Sebaſt?ans 
down the hilt after him; ' with which ſuddain terrible fall the coach was ſhatrered and 
torn in peeces, ſhe brakeher right arme ( wherewith ſhe had diſcharged rheſe rwo pi-. 
ſtols) and he his left leg, {6'that ſhe had the power bur tiot the will, and he the will but. 
nor the power to ſtepto her-ifiſtance,only he leaps fromrhe coach box to'the groumd 
onhisrighrleg b, and with his knife cyrs off the- ſtayes and trappitg$of his bogs 
br 


tharthey intheir amazed fiiry might rior draw the coach ahdrhemiſelves” after © wy 
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and yet ſuchis her impengtency and his affliton, as ſhe here wasnor half fo much tex- 
rified, as hee perplexed and aſtoniſhed at this their misfortunare diſaſter, the which 
though (he ſleighred, asonly looking down to her ſelf, yet he deemed and conceived 
it to beno leſle than ablow from heaven,as looking up roGad, and-rherefore that ic 
was a fatall Omen, portending ſome diſmall calanuties and afflitions which were im- 
mediarly to ſurpriſe and beride them, | 

As thus diſtrefſed Yr figs, and her lame and forrowfull coachman Sebstizno, fate 
down on the bare ground , rather able to behold, than ro know how to: help one the 
other; and they both grieving to ſee their coach lye.torn on thelce fide ſhore of 
the hill, and their two coach-horſes (without hurt or feare) licentiouſly playingtheir 
friſkes and figaries below in the vallies , neither he nor ſhe knew what courſe to take 
for their preſent conſolation and fafety,and ſo toprevent the umminency of their dan- 
ger, bur at laſt ſhe raking ſome ten double piſtols of Spaniſh gold outofher pocket, & 
giving it him, ſhe again makes him ſwear ſecrecy , never to reveal what he had ſeen her 
perform to 8anFifiore, the which( with more relufancy than willingnes ) he doth, 
Then as it was agreed between them, he by ſome loud cryesand holla's ſhould call in 
ſome contadines (or country labourers) to their aflſtance, whomthey ſaw a good di- 
ſtance off very bufily working in the vines, the whichas he was about to doe, loGod 
(in his ſacred providence)ſo ordained, that the Baron of San@iffores coach came ratling 
above them, where they two fate comfortlefſe and forrowfull npon theground ; and in 
the coach was his page Hieromao, who therewith wasgoing to ferch home the Baron 
his maſter, who perfectly ſeeing and knowing the Lady Yrfns, and her coachman Se- 
baſtiano, and ſeeing her coach lye by her all reverled, and ſhattered and torn to peeces, 
grieving at thisherdiſaſter, he for the reſpe& he bore her for the Baron his maſters 
lake, ( whom he knew formerly lovedher) rakes his coachman with him, and fo de- 
ſcends down to her aſſiſtance, where being more fully acquainted, of the breaking of 
her arme, andher coachman Sebeftiens{ leg, he very humanclyand courteouſly prof- 
ers her his Loxds coach, and his beſt ſervice to.condudt and carrythem; both home to 
her father Seigmor Placedo r houſe jn the-citty, little thinking ardreaming, that ſhes 
came from ſo cruelly murtbering his kind Lord and maſter Sg#ZFiffore , or thathis 
breathleſſe body lay now expoſed as aprey tothe fqwls of the ayre in the field. 

Sebaſtiano is much perplexed & grieved,bur his LadyYrſas infinitly more atthis un- 
expeRedencounter,6& ning nenng ions e.coach & coachmanwhich 
threatned her no lefle than fear, and thus fear no lefſe than immynent danger 8& confufi- 


- 


on, eſpecially.co herſelf, if not tohim, when looking wiſtly and ſorrowfully each on 


other., they know-not how.to bear themlſelvesin theunfortunacy of this accident, nei- 

ther: dare ſhe accept , vel ow $ how-to refuſe this proffered-courtelie of the 

page Hierazymo., Bur at laſt (d potrot herſelf) ſhe is enforced to imbrace thisop- 
ing avertue of neceſlity, 


res far exceedin gher bapes, and 
__— her ſelf & her life now 
j vesto provide- her a ſwift coach 
« houſe in Putzeole be Fog 
x than here-at home with her- 
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but conrrariwiſe, we ſhall ſee that Gods now reſolyed todecriveboth her hopes,atid 
herſelfe herein, to her ntter ſhame and confuſion. (145713 3502 DN 11212691 

© The page Hieroxymo being ſorrowfull for his Lady Y-fn45 misfortutie, and yer ex> 
ceeding glad that he had the happines & good fortune to perform her this faire office, 
and friendly'courteſie toher, henow bids his coachman driveaway ore the fields te 
thar pleaſanr grove to find'out their Lord & Mr.Sa#@ifiore,where being arived he de- 
Kends his coach & with his vigilant eye looks abour every where for hin;when alashe 
hath ſcarce goneforty paces off, bur(direMy contrary to his expettation) he finds him 
there dead onthe ground and moſt lamentably all gored, atid engrainedinhisown 
blood, arthefight whereofhe'burſts forth into many bitter reares and vur oryes,, yea 
hee chrowes away his hat, andreareshis haire for griefe and"forrow hereof, and no 
leſſe doth his coxchman. They are here both of them ſo amared- with griefeand aſto+ 
aiſhed with ſorrow at this latienrable ſpectacle and accident ,- as rhey ( for aquareet 
bfan houres rime)knownotwhat to rhink or ſay- hereof, as wherher this their Lord 
and maſter had herekild himſelf, or were murthered and robbed by theeyes, but ar laſt 
ethns ſorrowfull page Hieronymo, will ſtay alone weepitig by the breathlefſe body of his 
Lord and M 8&fofend away the coachmaniin his coach ſpeedily toNaples,ro acquaint 
their Lady Dons Bertranvs'; atid her father Seignior ds Tores With this id and forrow- 
fallnewes , whereat ſhee almoſt drownevher ſelfe in teares , and he very bitterly la- 
ments and forrowerh forits ſo ( cane Ly of any hope comfort or conſolation) 
they do borh of them rake coach and dive away intro the field, where ſhe almoſt mur- 
therethher eyes with herreares, toſee her deate Lord and hnband lie thus murthered 
in hisblood: They hereſce none m ſight of him, neither do they know any body but 
themſelves that hath ſeen him 4 fo by whom,ot hbw he is kild they cannot as yet either 
tonceive of imagin, when the fathier begs datighter to waſh and bedew' her dead 
hibands cheeks with her teares, he himfelfe gallopseway in his coach to'Naples and 
brings rhente ouewith him the crirviynall officersoFhuſtice;firſt ro now arid then ts 
beeyewithefſes ofthis ſad anddeplorableactidenſt;'ar the hearing and Fight whereof, 
(innate &iiſtice)they cannorrefraii from ocquallywondering Bcgrievibg ar it, whett 
(t54R the part and daty ofthemſelyer)rhey taut the coachman to {pred his cloak on 
the ground, thento remove the dead &rp&from is blood, and to hay him thereon, & 
rhiey crpthimee we Ye they had purpoſely brought with them ) to ane- 
pairell andſearch his body for wotinds, who finds and ſhewes them, that hee'was ſhor 
with two piſtolt bultersin his backe; and other two in his breſt (when miſſing hkewiſe 
of his purſe they all of them do confidently beleeve,that undoubtedly he was mnrthe- 
ted& robbed by rheeves, The which the berrer rodiſcover,rhe judgesferid their ſerg- 
afits, & ſcryants,6De Tores likewiſe ſends the page 8 his coachman ſearching & foou- 
regal overthe adjacent fields ro apprehend and bring before them all thoſe whom 
rheyfind thete; who are ſo far fron tmeeting of many perſons; Wrhey all ofthem bring 
Mmbut one poore ragged boy (of fome twelve of fourteen yeeres old ) who ſome two 
tiundred paces off, kept a few cows (which yeelded milke tothe city) and him they 
find fiecing within a hedgein a ditch whom they bring along wich them to the judges, 
wliore hoioes this dead body lying on the ground before them, whereat poor filly boy 
ho nay tony - feare, Jes a * LO! rh I | 

© The judges demand hisname of him, telythem he iscdlled B arthofowes Sponay, 
they further enquire oftfimwharthis father is, and where he dwels, who replies bar? 
father isa poore butcher namedPedro Spandy and dwels Naples in Saint Fohns ſuburb 
which the judges afrerwards find vey then theſe grave pages petceiving the poore 
boy t6 be baſhfixll and timorous, they thereforebidhimbe'of goodcheer, andto feare 
nothing for the which hethinks them both wirheap and kneg/'T wk 1 they enquireof 
tim ifhefaw any one to come ner & kill che geritleman,ro whontin plaitiand ruftick 
reatrhes he feered chem, that from che hedgowithio which He kept hifatherd cows, 
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he ſaw this gentleman walke alone by himſelf atleaſt an houre with a book in his hand 
reading, and that then he ſaw an old frier cometo him; who as he thought 

ſome almes of him, whom he ſaw, E—_— wo Poe ICE Ong kild 
him, for he then,and thereupon preſently ſaw the gentleman fall to the ground, they | 
again demand of him what afterwards becaryge of this frier, who tels the judges, thata 
coach came up inſtanely to him and carried him away, bur where he knows nor, They 
aſke ofhimwhy he had not cryed out againſt the fryer, when hee ſaw hee had kild 
this gentleman, ro whom hee makes anſwer that he dared not doe it, for feare leaſt he 
would then likewiſe have killed him with his piſtols. The judges farther demand of 
him, whether this were « white, a black or a gray frier,to whom he anfwers that he was 
neither of them, but that he wore a minime, or ſad ruſſer gown and hood. Thereupon 
they thought ic fir, again to demiand ofhim how many horſes this coachrhad , andof 
whar-colour they were, to whonthe affirms that they were' ewo black coach: horſes, 
when the judges to conclude this their quzre. and his examination, they demand of 
him what coloured cloak this coachman wore, wbo.telsthem he worea red cloak,and 
a$he thought ſome white laces upon it, the which this pregnant poore little boy Bartho« 

lomes had no ſooner pronounced and ſpoken, butSan7;fores page Hieronyme cryesout 

and relates to the judges. to his Lady Bertra»na,and her father 8cignior de Tores,where 

and in what manner and accident he ſome two houres ſince found the Lady Urſfons,8& 

her coachman Sebeftiano,whom he ſeriouſly affirmed wore a red cloak with white laces 

and that her two coach horſes, which they ſaw.ſtraying below in the valley were coale 

black, right as Bartbologweo had deſcribed eakling further that her coach was bro= 

ken.with a fall, as alſo her right arme and his leftleg, and that ont of reſpe& and pit- 

ty to her, he had carried both her,and him,hometo her father Se#gnior Place do's houſe, 

bur he affirmed he ſaw no frier cicher in their fighror company, all which relation of 
his, was likewiſe there confirmed to the judges by:theBaron of SeaFifiores own coach- 

man, who was alſo there preſent, the which evidegce of theirs as ſoone as the Lady Ber- 

#ranns oyer heard, ſhee with a. world of fighesand teareg,” (as if ſhe were ſaddainly 


inſpired and prompted from aunt ata aA a6y we 6: to her father,and then 
tothe judges, that God and her conſcienge told her, that doybtleſſeUrſre was this des 
viliſh frycr,and her coachman Sebeſ#eno the ve! ſame damnable fellow who had here 
thus cry marchered her Lord and huſband, when throwing her ſelfon her knees to 
rheir feer; ſhe very earneſtly begs juſtice of them, againſt themfor theſame, who part- 
ly concurring in the epinion and beleefe with them, they doe here moſt ſeriouſly and 
olemaly promiſe it her. | Oh me; wy int 2 
To which effett, theſe reverend judges, leaving her father ,.her ſelf,” and her page 
and coachman decently to convey her husbands dead body home to-their houſe ni 
Naples, they themſelves make great haſte thither before, and preſently ſend their ofi- 
cers and ſergeants to Seignior Phaceds's houſe, there to apprehend the Lady Urſfin9 his 
daughter,& their coachmanSebeſtiano,whom they both opportunelyfind ifſuing forth 
his gate mafreſh hackney coack ſpeedily fiying co Putzeole to her aunt Mellefants for 
protection andSanQuary, fo thele fierce and mercilefſe ſergeants doe preſently diyert 
andalter their courſe, yearhey furiouſly and ſuddainly raſhupon them,apprehend and 
conſtitute them cloſe priſoners in the common goale of that citty, placing them in two 
 ſeverall chambers, totheend they ſhonldnot prattle or tell tales each to other; where 
they ſhall find more leafure then time, bothto remember what they have done, and 
. likewiſe to know what hereafter they muſt doe. | 
_ Whiles thus all Naples generally reſound and talk of this mournfull fa&,and deplo- 
rableaccident, and:Seigrior Placedoparticularly grieves at theſe his daughters unex- 


pected crofles and calamities;asalſo of thoſe of his coachman.s , the which hee 
| can far ſooner lamentthan remedy; our ſorrowfull widdow Bertrewne (with 
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lemne and Rtatelyburiall- in the Fucillafites Church of Naples, cotreſpondent to 
hisnoble degree and quality; And thetiwithin' two daics after , at her catteſt and 
paſſionate ſolicitation rothe Judges, Yrfine and her coachman S:ba#ians; arc fe- 
verally convented beforethem, in their chief Forum, (or tribunall) of Juſtice, and 
chere ſtrongly accuſed by ber,and charged to be the atichors and actors of this cru- 
ell murther, committed on the perſof of SanHifiore her husband, the which both of 
them doe ſtourly deny with much vehemency atid confidence, and when the little 
boy Bartholomeo, is face to face called into rhe Court, to give in evidence againſt 
them, he there maintaines to the Judges, what he bad formerly depoſed rothem iti 
the fieldes, but ſayes he thinkesnotrhar this Lady was that fryer, nor canhe tru- 
ly ſay that this was the coachmati who carried him, although when his cloake was 
ſhewed him, he could nor deny but tt was very like ir , but Bersranna having now 
ſecretly intimatedand. made known tothe judges, all che paſſages that had former- 
ly paſt betweene Ysn2 and her husband San#fore, as his getting of her with child, 
and then (contrary to his promiſe) refuſing ro marry her, they doe therefore more 
than halfe believe,that it was herdiſcontent which'drew ber to this choler,her cho- 
ler to this revenge, ang herrevenge to this murehering of him, as alſo (thatin fa- 
vour of ſome gold) the had likewiſe ſeduced and drawne her coachman Sebaftiano 
£0 be conſenting andacceſfary hereinwith her : whereupon the nexr day they will 
beginne with him, and ſothey adjudge him tothe racke, rhe rorments whereof he 
endures with a wonderfull fortitude” and patience, fo that (remembring his oath 
of ſecrecy to his Lady Yrſze) he Cannot thereby be drawneto confeſle any thing, 
but Cenyes all, whereof ſhe having ſecret notice, doth nora little rejoyce and in- 
ſult rherear, now the very next ctiſuing morning, /7ja her ſelfe, is likewiſe adjud- 
ged and expoſed to the racke, the ivrenches and tormenrs whereof, as ſoone as ſhee 
ſenſibly feeles, God proves then ſo propitiotis and tnercifull ro her foule, rbather 
dainty body, and tender limbes cannot poſſibly endure or ſtiffer it , bur then and 
there ſhe to her jndges and tormentors, confefieth her ſelfe robee rhe ſole aythor 
and aQor of piſtolling to death, the Baron of San#ifiore, in'the ſame manner, and 
forme, as we have already underſtood in all its circumſtances,. bur in her heart and 
{ou'e ſhe ſtrongly affirmes to ther, thather coachman Sebaſ{iano was nor acceſlary 
with her hercin, upon which apparant and palpable confeflion of hers, her jadges 
(in honour to ſacred Juſtice, and fer expiation of this her foule crime ) doe pro- 
nounce ſentence of death againſt her; thar ſhe ſhalt the next morning bee hanged 
| attheplace of common execution), hotwithſtanding all the power and teares of 
her farher, andkinsfolkes to the contrary. | 
. So ſheis returned to her priſon;whete ber father(not being permitted to ſee her 
that night) ſends her two Nuns, and rwo'friers, to prepare and dire her ſoule for 
heaven, whom in a little rime, through Gods great mercy, and their owne pious 
perſwaſions, they found ro.be wonderfull hiimble, repentant and ſorrowfull. Shee 
privately ſends word to her coachmian Sebeftiano, that ſhe is rhankfull to him for 
his reſpe&t and fidelity roher onthe rack;and wils him to'be afftired and confident, 
that ſhee being to dye ro morrow 7 her ſpeech ar her death , ſhall no way pre- 
judice, bur ſtrongly confirmethe ſafety and preſervation of his life. Thus grie- 
ving 'farre more ar the fouleneſſe of Her crime}; than at the infamy and ſeverity of 
her puniſhmear, ſhe ſpends moſt part-of rhe night.and the firſt part of the morning 
ia godly prayers and religions medirations, and ejacularions, when, although her 
ſorrow full'old father Seignior Placedo, by his noble Kinſman the Prince of Saler- 
no; made offer tothe Viceroy; the Dike of Ofuns, the freegift of all kis lands ta 
ſayethis hisdaughiers life;/yerche ſtrong ſolicitation of rhe firſt , and che great 
patenC the laſt proved vaine, agd fruitlefle;, for they found ir wholly impoſſible 
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So about tenne of the clock. in the morning , our ſorrowfull #7ſins, is ( be- 
tweene two Nuvrnes ) brought to ber execution place. z: clad in a blacke wrought 
Velvet gowne, a grecne Satrin, petticoate, a great laced ruffe, her head drefled 
up. with ruffes and Roſes of greene ribbon, with ſome artificiall Flowers, all 
coveted over with a white ciffres.vaile , and a paire-of /plaine white Gloyes on 
her hands; when aſcending the ladder, ſhee, to the great confluence of people 
who came thither to ſee her rake her laſt farwell of rhis life , and this world, (wich 
1 moutnfull countenance, and low voice ) delivered them this ſorrowfull and re- 
ligious ſpeech. W 
Good people , T want words to expreſle the griefe of my heart, and theanxic- 
ty and ſorrow of my ſoule, for imbruing my $ inthe innocent blood and death 
of the Baron of SenFifiore, although not to diſſemble but to confeſle the pur2 truth, 
hee becraied his premiſe to mee of marriage , and mee of my honour and chaſtity 
without it , whereof I beſeech Almighty God, that all men (of what degree or 
qualitie ſoever)may hereafter bee warned by his examplc,and all Ladics and gentle- 
women deterred and terrified by mine. I doe likewiſe here confefſe ro heaven and 
carth, to God and his Angells, and to you all who are bere preſent, that I alone was 
boththe author and aQor of this foule murther , and that my coachman 5eboſtiane, 
is no way conſenting or acceflary with mee berein, and that albeit I once promiſed 
and proffred hima bundred oO pit of Spaniſh gold to performe it, yer hee 
honeſtly and religiouſly refuſed both me and it, and ſtrongly and patherically diſl- 
ſwaded me from it, whoſe good,and wholeſome counſell I now wiſh to God (from 
the depth and center of my ſoule), I bad then followed, for then 1 had lived as hap- 
pic, as now I die miſcrable.' And becauſe it is now no time, bur bootlefle for mee 
either to palliate the truth, or to flatter with God, or man, the worſt of his crime , 
hee being my ſervant, was the leſt courtefic hee owed to mee, I bcing his miftreſſe, 
which (after with my owne bands Ihad committed that deplorable fa) was to 
bring mee bome from the fieldes ro my- Fathers houſe , and for affiſting mee to 
caſt the Friers frocke, the falſe beard and baire, the almes box, breviary, and two 
piſtols, into rhe next deep /pir, or apr oak os adjoynivg, where (as yet) 
they ill lye: for this my haynous » (the very remembrance whereof 
is now grievous and odious unto mee) I aske pardon firſt of God, then of my 
owne Father, and next of the Lady Bertranns, and if the words and pray- 
ers of a poore dying Gentlewoman have any power with the living, then - 
ſeech you all in generall, and every oneof you in particular, to pray unto God, 
that hee will now forgive myfinnes in his favour, and hereafter ſave my foule. in 
his mercy, thewhich as ſoone as ſhee had ſaid, and uttered ſome few ſhort prayers 
to her ſelfs, ſhee (often making the ſigne of the croſſe)takes leave of all the world, 
when pulling downeher valle Omer fart, over her eyes and face, and creQting 
her bands towards heaven, was turned over, now, as ſome of her ſpe@ators 
rcjoyced at the death. of fo cruell and bloody a female monſter, fo the grea- 
teſt part of them, in favour of her. birth, youth and beauty , did with a-world of 
reares, exceedingly lament and. pitty her , bur all of them doe highly deteft and 
execrate the bal. ingratitude, infidelity and treachery of this ignoble Baron 
of Sanfifiere towards. her, which:no doubt was the prime cauſe, and chicfeſt mo- 
tive which drew her to theſe deplorable and bloody reſolutions. : 

As, for her honeſt coachman; Sebaftiane, alrbough his owne. torments on the 
racke, and now. this ſolemneconfeſſionof his Lady Yrpne at herdeath had fuffici- 
ently proclained and vindicated bis innocency :in this murther of Sanfifiere;;; yer 
ſuch was - his widdow Zertrannes. living affeRion to her dead husband , atid her 
ceadly malice to living SebaFiexs, for thinking, bimeo bee guilty, nay 
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hereunto with his Lady 71s, that her power and malice ſo farre prevailed with the 
integrity of the Judges , for the further diſquiſition of this truth ,as they now again 
ſentence hjm ro the double torments of the racke, the which hee againe likewiſe 
endureth with a moſt unparalleld patience and conſtancy', without confefſing any 
thing, the which his Judges wondring to ſee, and admiring to underſtand , and 
having no ſubſtantiall proofes, or reall and valable evidences againſt him, they 
now fully abſolve andacquirt him of this his ſuſpeRed crime , when being moved 
in Charity , Juſtice, and conſcience to yeeld him ſome reward, and ſatisfa&tion, 


' for thus infeebling his body , and impairing of his health by rheſe his | ſharpe 


and bitter tormentrs , they therefore adjuge the plaintiffe widdow Fertranns to give 
him - handred Duckatons , whereof ſhee cannot poſſibly exempt or excuſe 

herſelfe. | 
And thus lived and dyed our unkind Baron San#ifiore, and our cruell hearted young 
Lady Yrſina, and inthis manner did the ſacred juſtice of God requite the one, and 

condignly revenge and puniſh the other. Now by reading this their hiſto- 

ry, may God (of his beſt favour and metcy) reachus all, from 
our hearts to hate this Barons levity, and from our 
ſoules to abhor and dereft this Ladyes 
cruelty and impiery. 
AMEN, 
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De Mora treacherouſly killeth Palura in « duelwith two Piftols, His Lady Bellinda with 
the aid of her Gentleman uſher Ferallo, poyſonech her husband De Mora, and afrerward ſhee 
martieth, and then murthererch her ſaid Husband Ferallo in his bed, ſo ſhe is burme alive for 
this her laſt murthzr, and hey aſhes throwne int6 the aire for the firſt. 


&\ N the general! depravation of this age, it is ho wonder, that 
»  maly (infull ſoules are ſo tranſported by 5athan and their own 
&) out-ragious paſſhons , toimbrue their guilty hands in che in- 
S&=2I60 nocent blood of their chriſtian brethren ; and it were a great 
- SJ bappineſle and felicity romoſt countryes and Kingdomes of 
= <5 Europe, if they werenor ſometimes infeed with the conta- 
gion of this bloody and crying ſinne, which with a preſump- 
tuous band ſeemes to ſtrike at the Majeſty of God himſelfe , 
in killing mari his creature, but becauſe wiſhes availc little, 
| and for thatexamples are more powerfull and prevalent, and 
prove the beſt precepts tothe living ; therefore I here produce a lamentable one of ſo 
inhumane a condition, that by the knowledge and conſideration thereof , wee may 
know how to deteſt the like, and roavoidthe temptations in- our ſelves. 


N the famious Kingdome of Portugall, and within a very little feagte of $tremos, 
one of the ſweeteſt and faireſt citiesthereof, there (within theſe few yeares) dwelt 
anoble Gentleman of ſome fifry fix yeares old, named Dan Alonſo De More, nee 
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anddeſcended from one of the beſt and famous bouſes of that Kingdome ,'as being 
Nephew to that great and wiſe Don Chriftopherde Mrs, of whom the Hiſtories of 
Spaineand Portugall make ſo often, and/fo hcnourable mention, andalthough hee 
were by his Anceſtors and Parenes, left very rich-in Lands and poſſeſſions, yer his am- 
birion and generOſity carried him'to ſerve his King Philip, third of Spaln, in his wars 
of Aﬀeicaand Flanders, wherein hee ſpent the greateſt parrof his time, and of him- 
ielfe, won many renowned laurels, and Marſhall Trophees of honour,.and as an cx- 
cellenc Cavalier left behind him many approved markes and teſtimonies of his true va- 
lour and magnanimity.Bur (as a[l men are naturally conſtant inunconſtancy, and ſub- 
je& and co-incident tO mutations, and thar the-world tilt delights to pleaſe us with 
changes, and to feed Our fancies and affeQions with different enterpriſes and reſolu- 
tions ) ſo our De More at laſk, cals home hjs thoughts and bimſcligfrom warreto 
peace, and now relolyes to ſpend rhe remaindetgf his agg;in as much qgſe and pleaſure 
as formerly he had done the heat and ſtrength gt his youth,in tumalts ad Combuſti- 
ons , he now ſees that there is no life nor pleaſure comparable to that of the countrey, 
for here the lweetnefle of the imbalmed aire; thedelicacy of the perfumed and ena- 
meled fields, the _— paſtime of bawking and ar | in gon and nminter- 


rupted accefſe which we have togrrs in qur ſtudy , and ro God in rgtipyous prayers and 
meditations, makes it ro be nolefle, then either carthlyparadife,Gt a beaven upon 
carth, For the campe (deſpite of Commanders) abounds with all kinds of infolen- 
cies, and impieties, the citie (deſpite of Magiſtrates) with all ſorgs ofzvice, deceit, co» 
verouſneſle and pride, and the court (deſpire'of good Kings /and Princes) too often 
with variety of hypocriſie, perfidiouſneſſe and yanity. To his owne great manner 
houſe neere Stremos, therefore isour De Hors retired, witha reſolution forever,there 
toeretand build up his reſidence, making it his greateſt delight to have his hounds 
and grayhonnds at his heeles , and ſee his bauke on his fit. Now the Alaramsof 
warre no longer take up his thoughts and time, neither doe the drums and trumpets, 
' and the ratling peales of rhugder pf-muskets and cannon, diſtract his dayes pleaſures, 
or cut his nights ſweet ſleepes end flumbers in pieces. He is not addifted ro women, 
bur hates them as much as they love men, hee ſpurnes ar love,and (ina diſdainfull con- 
tempt thereof) tearms Yeawa Vhore, and her ſonne Cupid a boy, and which is worſe 
a baſtard, in aword, he profefſeth himſelfe tobe as great,and as mortall an enemy to 
beauty, as beauty is many timesto'chaſtity, and never thinkes himſelfe happy , but 
then either he is out of womens company , orthey not inhjs. He is ſo farre from any 
affeing marriage, as he pittieth it in others, and for ever abjures and derteſts ir in 
bimſelfe, he compares ſingle life toroſes and Lilyes, and wedlocke to bryars and thy- 
ſtles, and therefore :athef, 

ſirefle in his houſe, to over maſker him. 

Bur it is not for mento preſume to point our their. owne deſtinies : fithwe arc but 
the ſlaves of time, as time is the ſervagt of God, and therefore ( inthis regard ) our 
aQjons arelubje& to Heaven, nottocarth, and ro Gods appointment,rather than to 
our purpoſeszor to prejagpoſe and think the contrary, is # preſumption, every way un- 

i 2 man, + fre r0rey of a Chriſtian, fith nature is ſubje@ to grace, and 

'out earthly paſſions and reſolutions muſt till Koope toa ſacred power , and ever ſub- 
mit and proſtrare chemaſclyes toa divine providence, and ſupernatural predominancy: 
it is therefore folly,. not wiſedome: and fimplicity; not diſcretion in De Mora gene- 
rally to proclame. hate tro women, for that be is the ſonne of awoman, orto 167. Hark 
and diſdaine marriage, in regard þe is the fruit and off-ſpting of marriage, for thts to 


violate and pull downe the temples and altars of Love, is obſtinately to oppoſe na-' 


ture, and propbanely to ſubvert the inſtiturion of God himſelfe in Paradiſe, but bee 
ſhall nor continue long in the claudsof chis error. wt | rat 
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and purpoſely retired herſelfe.to-give way'ro approaching Phahai,"(who' it' his fiery 
charior, with his gliſtering beames _ to ſalute and' guild the rops of the higheſt 
woods and mountaines) De Meraattended by halfe adozen of neſtique ſervants; 
goes into the ficldsto hawke and hunt, whiere having/Killed one' Wt, and {et up ano- 
ther, all his ſervants -feft him alone, and with the hougals purſa@the* bare, who trip- 
ping through the launes and thickers, rhe'hils: and vilfleyes,, HR Teads them ſuch a 
dance, thar in lefle thanan houwe, his ſervants'and hisgops werexlittle league our of 
his ſight, whereat being exceedingly offetided and aripyy, and fatre rhe more; for thar 


" he was left all alone; he nor erontry, —_— of delude aw4y the rediduſteſe of 


the time, ſate himſelfe downeupon rhe fide'of 2 faite hill , 'at the foot of a pleafarit 
grove of beech, and cheſnat trees; whoſe curted-rops ſhEltred bitn' fromthe ſcorching 
rayes of the funne; and there rakes deliphe to 'behoMi' How many frequetirwindings), 
and twning meanders, the heighbouring chryſtal! river made inthar pleaſant, valley, as 
a/ſo toſet how ſweetly: the troops'of fnow white fearhceted ſwans? proudly rafficd therr 
plumes, and difporred themfelyes therein; intheir Majeſticall#id ftarcly bravery,and 
how wany malitious Fowlers,borth in boars atid 6n the Birkes of that ſweer River, were 
curiouſly watching with their ficry picces w morcher theſe intiethtwarry gueſts who 
frequetued there, avd alſo how: the parxenttAnglers' (with theijr treacherous hookes 
and baites) betrayedrmany haxinelefle fifhesy ro xmhelt wadeſerved? deaths. When De 
Hors, (:mpaticnrof his ſolitarinefle) lifleningarit ris cafe; ft mighterrher beare 
the loud cry and-voyees of bis hounds;ordlfe the fhrilf'veboundingecc ocs of his ſer- 
vants himting hornes: bee looking up xonard'theKie;, beheld'aderyn , ſofcly foaring, 
and proudly hovering over his hdad, as.if{Hle eaffic phrdſelyro bjdtefianceto Pe Mer 
rs, and bis goſhauke which be beleton his fiſt, gae6orſequently/r& dare and chalenge 
ittoanairy combat; whereat De Aer; wt | 14/4 difdatningrthat bis 
hawks and himſblfe (houldbee-chavourbraved” dy? fo 4 Tapaa he tmmannerly a ſea 
fowls ;- hee ſpecdily:tifethop;/and (betwixtchdler and pleafiire) lers flye his hawke 
at her ; but theheon ſtretcherty her pirmibns;, arid packs 'on Her feathered failes fo 
nimbly and providly, that ſometimes ſoanng-atoftinrtbearre, Tomerimes deſcending, 
and ſtill looking backe with ſcorne onthe "gofhawte; as if fee purpoſely tooke de- 
light and ſport , to ſeewhar-infinire royle and paine;'this malicious and ravenous 
hawke tooke tO ſurpriſe anddevoure het; {o the fiifterthe heron flew from the hawke, 
the ſwifter the hawke redoubled her flight, and ruggeU/awiy after her, whe it being 
unpoſfible far NeMors ro reclaime his hawke, cither with” his-hoka's or lure, at Liſt 
bach bawke and:beron flew quire/our of his fight, and which js 'worle; he' was ſo un- 
fortunate; as neverafterhecould ſceeither of chemagaine. * © 


De Mors being; firſt wp 17 Pam cer atid offended for the abſence 'of bis ſervants 

andhaunds, hee -now doubly” cmaged: with griefe and choler for the we of his 
oſbawke; aridthearefore curſerh theheron for rhus ſeducing and betraying bet away 

| bim; when wearying bimſelfe to run from Hill teovale tohayencwes of her, and 
intheend, feeingboth bis labour and hawke loſt, he betakes hitmſelfe to the aforeſaid 
grove, and (with much -diſcontent'and choler) firſt cafting his bat and lure ro tbe 
ground, herhen likewiſe cafts himfelfe thereon to repoſe him, {till grrending and ex- 
pe&ing his hunters. | bat O00] T4 12 

He had not remained there above halfe an houre , bur cloſeby him paſſed an aged 
counrrey Gentleman, indifferently well appartelled, with a er fvcantifal) young gen 
rlewoman following him, clad ina crimſon raffers peticoate , and waſte*coare trim- 
med with filver:lage, with a large cutworke plaine' band , her flaxen baire adorned 
with-many knots of ayhite andcringfonribbon, covered with ablacke ciffres vaile, ba- 
 ving arolingamorous6ye,.(ithe true index of defire ahd Juſt) berfnowwhire painting 
breaſty'open, bac'dnlya licrlebidden andovervailedwith curious tiffney, whoſe white 
Ppuriryz/berpure white percent azure) infinitely out-braved and excel- 
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led.:She had ber waiting maid attending on her,and hea ferving-man bearing his cloak 
and rapiet after him, who that morning were ſome three leagues from his owne' houſe 
© take the freſh aire in tbat pleaſant and delirious grove, without the bedge where- 
of he had lefrbis cotach, this.countrey gentleman I ſay, paſſing by.De More, and well 
and perfe&ly knowing him,be agcording to his duty,and the others merits,reſpe&fully 
ſaluted him by his name, and the young gentlewoman who followed bins, likewiſe 
gave him a low and graceful cqurteſic. De More ſurpriſed with the ſaddenneſe of their 
arrivall, add. the ſweetneſle of theſe their ſalutations, rifſeth up, and' having firſt ſalu- 
ted him, and kifſed ber, be praies his name, who: tels him that hee is a gentleman thar 
dwelt ſome three leagues off,. tearmed Emanuel de Curſoro : De Mere:demandsof him 
if this young gentlewoman berbis kinswomanor his m_— who-rels him ſhe is bis 
daughter ; when De More againeenquires of him, if ſhe be married or no, and what 
nameand age ſhe is W, Curſororeplics that ſhe is unmarried, of ſome twenty yeeres of 
age, and her name Rellinds, 'De Mera againe tels him,that be is very bappy inhaving fo 
ſwcer and faire a yaupg gentlewoman to lis daughter, wherear the father ſmilerh for 
joy, and the dayghter bluſherh for baſhfulneſſe and modeſty, De Mord againe: queſti« 
onerh Cur/oro, if anybuſineſſe brought him thither that moining;who tels him he had 
no buſineſle , but only: came thither with his danghter ro-rakerhe aire, andthar hee 
bad left his coach without the, hedge, ſo.they walke ſonierurnes in this plea- 
fant , and fromthence De fora could not poſlibly refraine from gadding and ga- 
zing his inamouredeyes, on the roſes and Yllics of Bellindes {ſweet and delicate beau- 
ty ; when De ord acquaints Curſoro with:his misfortunes,how thar ——_ became 
orth a hunting, that he had loſt his mgp,his hounds; and his hawke , and that this 
three boures hewas;there left alpag and hadno newegof them , they together make 
many walkes, turnes.and returness, VVhen De Mora, led by the luſtre of Bellindarlove- 
Iy attra&ive,and rollingeyc, he ever andanoh proffercttsto lead: arid conduR her by 
the arme, the w 2h Curſors modeſtly, and reſpectfully rexcuſerh;! as holding it tro 
great an honour for, De Hors to give, and his daughtet:to receive : here Curſor profe- 
reth De Moya to lend him his coach rocarry him bometo bis houſe, bur De Atora free- 
ly and thankfully refuſerhir, and jn.counteretchange of this courtefie, proffereth Cur- 
foro and his daughter to accompany andcotdutrherm:totheir coach, the which un- 
deſerved:kindneſſe;Curſoro modeſty refuſech of him, Thus (in. point of honour and 
courteſie) they alongitime ſtand ſttivingand'comp >menting, till at laſt De Mora hea 
ring the cry of bis hounds, his importunity yanquiſherhCwr/ero's modeſty, and ſo,will 
or nill, he conduQs him to hiscoach , and likewiſe leads his daughter Bellinds by the 
armeand hand, and by the way-dath at leaſt-uſurpe , and-ſReale many amorous- kifles - 
from the cherries other fiycer lips; and damaskeRoſes of her pure and delicate cheeks, 
wherear ſheis more admired then pleaſed. As they are thus going rowards Cxrſoro's 
coach, De Mord hounds and ſervants arive all ſweating and blowingywho (intredemp- 
tion and requitall of their long ſtay) doe preſent their Lord and-Mafter with a brace 
,of bares, anda wildewhite fawne which they bad kild , whereof hes being excceding 
lad, he very joyfully beſtowes the bares on Curſors; and the. white fawne on his faire 

al cer Fellinde, who from thenceforth , he ſwcares'/ſhall bee his -miſtreſſe, and his 
love ; Curſero 18 too modeſt, and his daughter too baſhfull- ro accept hereof, 


_ ; ſo theya long time xefule theſe his preſents, with many: dilatory-:and complemen- 


xcuſes.. But at. laſt De,More. findes out a meanesi 'and medium to reconcile 
Aiflerence | . according to; his 'owne; will and .defirez; forthee peremprorily 
{weares t  Curſare, and his 'daughter Bel/inda, that: chey ſhall receive theſe poore 


preſents from him, and.thar..in ill hereof, hee will to morrow come! over 


to his, bouſe, . and. cate-his pare, of them to dinner,with them; upon which :con- 


"dition and tcarmesg Curſero thankfully receives the hares, and: likewiſe cauſerh Þis 
\ -_ GaughterBellinde ro doe the fame by. the fawne, the:which (with-a, very low pul 
Bm: "8 | | : - 
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obſervant courteſie) ſhe doth : ſohe condu@s them on to their coach, and by the 

way wrings her by the lilly whicehand, plajes with the looſe trefſes of her fiveer baire, 

her bluſhing cheekes, dimpled chinne, downie paps, and Alabaſter necke, when ta- 
king leave of C#rſoro, and a ſolemne conge of his faire daughter Bellinds, which hee a- 
gaine ſcales and confirmes'with many new kiſſes, they take coach and away , and De 

More with his ſervants and hounds returnes home ro his houſe. 1 

Thus in alittle rime wee ſee an extraordinary alteration, yea a wonderfull change 

and meramorphoſis in de 34574 , but whether more ſtrange or ſuddaine I know nor , 
for inthe morning be went forth a free-man, arid now before night, comes home a 

{lave, and a captive. Hererofore he ſpurned at love, and diſdained beauty, and now 
the very fitſt fight of our faire Bellizds (ers fire to his blood , and flames to his heart : 

ſo thathis old blood is paſſionately and amorouſly inflamed with this new beauty, for- 
merly be(inderifion) tearmed Cupida little boy,now he holds him tobe a great God; 
then he called Yenwa Whore, but now herecants that Atheiſme, and repents kimſelfe 
of that blaſphemy, vomired forth againſt her diety z and rearmes her a celeſtiall and 
ſacred Goddeſle ,'yea now in his heart and thoughts, he eres altars to the firſt, and 
conſecrates all his vowes tothe ſecond. The ſmall and ſtreight waſte of bis honoured 
Bellinds, rogether with her ſparkling eyes, and ſweet cheekes and bluſhes , doe amaze 


- his mind, a& wonders in bis heart, and caſts his ——_ intoaconfuſion of many 


amorousraptures and extaſies, yea the conſideration of her ſweet youth , and rhe re- 
membrance of her freſh and delicare beauty, doe (in his conceit) ſeeme to make his 
age young, and to give the lye tothoſc infinite number of white haires, which rime 
had ſnowed on his head, and ſhowred on his beard. He a thouſand times repents 
himſelfe of his former errour and crime in living ſo long fingle, and is now aſſured and 
confident, that there isno earthly pleaſure , or 9s delight, comparablero the 
heart-raviſhing kiſſes and embraces of his ſweer Bellinds :-he is ready to lay downeall 
his lands, and lifeat the feer of her commands and ſervice, and eſteetnes bothof them 
ro poore, for the purchaſing of ſo.ineſtimab ell; whom ( in his derermina- 
tions and reſolutions) he bath already a oj is yoo of his heart, and confir- 
med and crowned the Soveraigne Empreſle of. his ſoule, and the ſacred Goddefſe of 
his defires and affe&ions. Hethinks not of the great diſparity and Antirheſis betwixt 
his Geeliding aptconttny fragrantand flouriſhing youth; not what an unequal dif- 
ference, and diſp ion there is betwixt His fifty (ix , and her twenty yeercs. 
Hee will not conſider what a poore Sympathy and palpable Anripathy there is be- 
tweene ſuch a January and ſuch a May, but diſdaines ro enter into confideration 
wich himfſelfe, that he is every way fitterfor lis grave, than her bed, and for death , 


than marriage yea hee flatters himſclfe ſo farre in his affefion to her, as he hopes . 


hee ſhalldee the joyfull Fatherof many pretty children by her , ſo rbat hee 1s fo 
deepely enamoured with the ſweet yourh of our Bellimds, and bis heart fo faſt 
Chained and entangled+in the trefſes of her haire, and rhe ares of her alluring beau- 
ty ,-tharhee upon his firſt ſight of her inceſſantly rhinkes of her by day, dreames 
of herby night, and neither thinkes nor dreames of any rhing bur of her, and of his 
love-to her: ſo now hee advaticerh and raifeth the ſtandards of Yenw and Cnpid , 
as high as ever bee formerly dejeed them, and delights in nothing! more, yea 1 
may truly ſay, in nothing elfe , bur in feafting his eyes and ſurfeirting his hearr 


upon the heavenly 7des of ber Angelicall face and feature, hee thinkes ſo much of 


love, as if he were now wholy compoſed of love, and} rherefore purpoſely made to 
love Bellinds, and none but her.. His hawkes and hounds ate now as farre out of bis 


mind', as hee is our of bimſelfe, and no other delight or recreation whatſoever 


cantake up any place in his heart or thoughts, becauſe love hath already rane up 


all. He revokes to mind, how Macerevs was transformed into a Bird , for ſpeak- 
ing agaiaſt Yezzs, and' that it is nor his Eaſcalone robee ſo deepely plunged and 


ror- 
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tormented in love, but that the greateſt —_— Philoſophers, and Kings of the .. 


world, (and as poets affirme, the Gods themſelves) have beene ſubjeaed, andvanqui- 
ſhed wich this paſſion, and ſo conſtrained them to make it their chicfeſt delight and 
glory toadorne the temples and alrats of Cupid, with the oblations of-their fighes , 
and the ſacrifices of their teares. > 
Thus our De Morabeing (atthe firſt ſight wholly enflamed with love towards his 
faire and beautifull intended miſtreſſe Bellinds, hee ro ſeeme farre younger than hee 
is, hee is ſovaine in his affeion, as (contrary to his cuſtome) hee ſhaves his beard , 
delights himſelfe in anaſh-colour ſattin ſuit and cloake,with a white Beaver har,and 
aharband of Diamonds, a rich plaine cut-worke band, and a paire of greene {ilke 
ſtockings, with gartersand roſes laced with filver, ſurable thereunto, and. ſo ro pers 
forme his promiſe to Curſoro, takes coach the next morning , and' rides overtohim, 
but not ſo much to tafte of his good cheare, as to feaſt his enamoured eyes on the 
delicicus rarities and dainties of his daughter Bellinds's beauty, where hee findes his 
entertainment and good cheare, at leaſt troequalize, if not to exceed his birth, ranck, 
and expeRarion : but this is not the end, and obje& of his vifir, nor the ſunume and 
riod of hisdeſires ; dinner being ended, hee acquaints Cur ſoro with his affetion to 
bis daughterZellinds, and his ſyit to ſecke and obtaine ber for his wife, Carſd70 won- 
ders that ſogreat a Lord ſhould deſcend ſo low from himſelfe to ſeeke fo tneane a 
young Gentlewoman as his daughter in marriage. But finding Pe AMorato bee in 
carneſt, and not in jeaſt, and underſtanding that bis age was deepely and paſſionately 
enamoured of her youth and beauty, hee therefore thankes him for that undeterved 
honour of bis, promiſeth him his beſt affiſtance towards his daughter, and gives bim 
nodeſpaire, butall hopeand afſurance , that hee ſhall ſhortly. obraine and enjoy her 
for his wife. De More having thus won the affeRion' and conſentof the Father, hee 
now ſeckes thar of the. daughtet, hee takes her apart in his parlour, where, ofan old 
man) hee playes the young oratour and lover, and in ſweet tearmes, and ſugred: phra- 
ſes and ſpecches ſcekes ro gaine ber;for bis wife , but- Bellinds more conſidering De 
Mora his age , than the grearne his nobility or eſtate, ſhee bites the lip, and 
hangs the head at this his motion, yea, and ſeemesto be as averſe , as he was forward 
Inithis bis reſearch, and purſuit. Her father layes his commands on her to embrace 
this match and no other,heconjures her now to confirm, and nor tocaſt awayher good 
fortunes in marrying this great Nobleman,and vowes that he wil forever renownce her 
for his daughter, it ſhediſobey him herein, ſo heconducts her.iftto the arbour of his 
garden, and there freely and courteouſlyagain gives Ne 4fors the opportanity and be- 
nefit ro ſpeake with ber,and the deſired happineſſe to kiſle her, bur Bellindais as much 
perplexed in mind; as theyare obſtinate in rheir motion towards her, when(compo- 
ſing her countenanice, rather to ſorrow than joy, arid to mourning than: mirth-)i ſhes 
makes a modeſt excuſe toher, father, gives:no abſolute or ;peremptory denyall ro: Do 
Afora, bur fairely and diſcreetly craves of both of thema monetbs-time 9frefpite to 
reſolve on this great buſineſle,' which ſhe faith, ſomuch importsher:happiriefſeor ber 
miſery, ber content or heraffligion, whichanſwerand requeſt of hers, both her farher 
and De ors finding ſo full of diſcretionand reaſon, they ſeverally grant; and joynt- 
ly conlent to-give her, but jn all this jprerim; ſuch was Pe Hore's deare and tender at- 
fe&ion to Bellinds, thathe viGts her mapy times in perſon, andvery often with his 
-richgifts and preſents, as. holding it no irregular way, but a pertinent and prevalent 
courſe, firſt ro makea breach ina young ladyes mind and affeion, and they to enter 
and take poſſeſſion, both of her body andof her ſelfe. fr hit | 
But before I procced further in the narrationand progreſle of this hiſtory, I muſt here 
unlockeand revegle a ſecret myſtery tothe reader of no ſmall conſequence and.impor» 
rance; for he muſtunderſtand, that our Fellinds is not ſo chaſte as faire,nor ſo honeſt as 
hereducation, youth and beauty preſtppole and promiſe her robe, for hermother be- 
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being dead, and her father giving her too-muech liberty , and too little vertnous coun- 
{c|l and exhorratidn, ſhe for two whole yeeres bath bin inlove witha ponre\ yer with 
a very. proper anereſolue young gentleman, of ſome twenty five yeeres of age, being 
ancigbbour of her Farhers, named Dot Fernando-Painra, who being deepely enamon« 
red of: her; had laineſoclofe, ſo conſtate andſofttong a fiege to ber chaſtiry,' as (not 
roconceale the trarh) firſt unknowne t6 her father,chea ro De MHore,and next to al' che 
world, he had unparadiſed:ber of her-maiden-head; and undes colonr and hope of mat- 
riage, bad very ofcen tane his luſtfull uſe and pleatare of her body; bur hisTtleanes be- 
ing very {mall, and her belly not growing great, 'ſhe was nor yer fully ref6ſtd , bur 
therefore ſti]l delayed tomarry.bim true it is, that her farber Crſoro was forrtierly ac- 
quainted with Pelvrs'saffe&ion and'defire ro marry his daughter , bur as hererofote 
his-poverty made himreje&bim fer his formeinlaw, ſonow the conſideration of De 
Moras's great wealth and nobility, makes him fully'to diſdaine him', and commands 
bis daughter likewiſe ro doe the ſame. Bur ſhe not conſidering the premiſes, ahd 1o- 
ving Palurs's yourh, as much as ſhe hared De Mora'5age, ſhee was neverthefeiſe fo'i9- 

| conſtant by nature,and ſo proud and ambitious by ſex,as ſhe could find inter ltart and 
reſolution, rather ro bea rich Lady, thana poore Gentlewoman , atid fo to feave P4- 
lars to.eſpouſe, and marry Pe Afora : bur firſt her Crime and her conſcience makes Ler 
ſend for Pslwa,and ſeriouſly to corifider atid debate hereon with hint, which they;doe, 
fo Palurg perceiving by Bellind.5 lookes, and obſerving by httfþeechts that Pe 4tora's 
wealth was farre more powerfull wirh her; then his poverty ; arid that ſhe norwithſtan- 
ding fillaimed co keepe him for her hugband, and himſelfe for her, friend), Hetar'taſt 
tels her, har bewill conſenrand conterithimſelfethat ſhee ſhall miiry, Dun 4tnſo de 
Mera, conditionally that ſhe will firſt fairhſully promiſe bit; to gtzac Das 
him cbree requeſts, and articles, Soſhe bids him propoſe fin *to het, rhEwhith hee 
dothto this effe&&Frft,chat be ſhall ſtillliave the aſe and pleatare of her d5dF/28 here- 
tofore, and as often as he-pleaſerh': ſecondly,rhat from timeto rice ſhe ſhall beſtow 
ſome comperency of De Mora wealth on himyto fupport his weake eftare/atid pover- 
ty ; and thirdly, thatif De 2foradye before him , that wirkin three moneths after his 
dearh, ſhe ſhall chen marry him. 05. EY * ., 
VW hich three'unjuſt demands, and'fitigodly condirions of Palura's, his fweer-heare 
Belli»ds (betwixt ſighes and ſmiles) invinediarely grants him,yea,ſhe ſcales them with 
many cathes,-andconfirmes themwith a world of kiffes, and ro adde the niore piety 
(I may truely ſay, the more prophaneſſe) to this their contra& and artotiethefir , they 
fall to the ground'on their knees, and- invoking God and. bis 'AVgets for- witneſſes 
hereof, they wich their handy/and kiſſes, againe ratifip and'covfirme it: but poore ſin- 
full foules, how doth Sathanabuſe you, and yout interaperare and faſcivious fults be- 
ray ydu> for God will not be mocked, and his Shy Angels cannot, bee deltided by 
theſe your -blaſphetmicg ahd impieties, for you ſhall in rheend fee wiz priete;, and 
ſeele with repenrance, thao this vicious league, and obſcene contidit of yours, will 
produce you nothing bur ſhame; miſery; and confugon of atlfides. © 
_ Bythis rimejs 1Belarber moneth expited , which fhe gave het Pirher and De Hors 
for ber reſolution of -martiage; and nowdbe they borh of them'r&paire to her, to un- 
derſtagd andreceive ir, when ber prideatidambition, 'having farre more prejired and 
diſpoſed her tongue, rhan her affe Kion, ſhe(as-if hewere a þt pee \ Yea, a Djans 


for chaſtity) making, a lowreverence roher Farler; and: a great telpe&full courrehe 
10-DeMors, delivers her: reſolution to then in theſe reatmes* thirin humble obedi- 
ence $0 her. Father, and true affe&i01 and zee rs Dim Alwiſo De Aforh,Gud hath now 
Jodiſpoſed ber hearrandwind, that ſhe 8teſ@lyed ts wairon His commands; and t 
bebishand- maidand wiſe, whenſoeterhe apt eaſe come himſelfeh&t Lord an 
husband::This(anfwerof Bliinda'is ſoples age Father and fo ſives and delitj- 
ro:PeMira;\ har inacteprance of Herleve,)andteqtticalt of hercon Ge Be phes 
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rrying ſopoore and young a Gentlewoman , others praiſing and applaudirg het 
ortune, in matchipg wi 


rb $a Xn 


, whereof it were his bappi- 
deſire to wake bis glory prove bis ſhame, 
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diſcretion makes lovers happy, and that ſecrecy is the true touchſtone, yea the very life 
and ſoule of love, they therefore eſteeme and keepe the ſecrets thereot as if they were 
facred,and think that no morrall eyes but their own canſee or know it: Bur yernorwith- 


"3 ſtanding all this, De Morarjealons feares in the deteRion, are ſtill as great as their care in 
the preventionthereof, for the very next night after Polursr departure from his houſe, 
P> he purpoſely abſenteth and excludeth his Wife from his bed, and the next morning, cal- 
T ling her intoche Garden after him, and cauſing the doore to be ſhar, he then and there, 
| (with lightning in his looks and thunder in his ſpeeches) chargeth her of adultery wich 
c Palura. But this young ſtramper his wife Be/inds, at the very firit hearing of thisſad and 
y unexpetednewes, di les ſo arrificially with her Husband, and ſo prophanely with 
d Gad, as ſeeming to difſoſve and melt into teares,ſhe purgerh her ſelfe hereof, wich many 
I ftrong vowes,and cleereth Polere wich many deepe affeverations. Bur this fanatick Ty- 
n rane, and frantick Monfterjealonfic, (which for the moſt pare, we can ſeldome or never 
T, kill,before irkill us) had wroaghe ſach ſtrange impreſſions in the brains, & ingrayer4{uch 
'O extravagant chimcera's in the heart and beliefe of old De Mors, that (notwithſtanding his 
th. wives oaths andearsro-the contrary) he yer ſtill vowesto himlelfe, and her, that ſheis 
10 gailty ofadaltery with Pore, and therefore chargeth her that henceforth ſhe dare nor 
- ſec him, or receive him inro her hoafe orcompany: Be/tieds herear (to give her hnshand 
ry ſome conrencin her own diſcontent) makes a great ſhew of ſorrow, and an extreame ap- 
W parition agd\ exteriour apparance of griefe :. th&fends'for her father Curſors, acquaints 
le him with the unjuſt wrong and indignity which her Lord and Husband hath offered her, 
T- and prayes him to interpoſe his authority and judgement with him for their reconciliati- 
_ on ; who ſeeing himſelfe ſolicited and ſonghtto by his own blood, and by his daughters 
as hypocrifie,beleeves her to be as innocent as her husband De Morz thinks her guiley of this 
ON foule crime of adultery with Paleys, and ſo undertakes to ſolicit and deale with his ſon in 
ry law-De Moys to that effe&, which he doth, bur with no defired ſacceffe , ſo that finding it 
ar 


tabeaknorry and difficulebuſinefſe,and upon the whole no lefſe than a Herewlees Jabour, 
ks becauſe of De Morar wilfall obſtinacy , and perverſe creduliry : hae therefore prayes for 


Ie, both of them, and rhus leaves them and their difference crotime and to God : and upon 
C- theſe unfortunate termes doth old De More, his young wife Belliedg,and their marriage 
lat now ſtand. | 
Qs - | Inthemeatie time Zellinde, (who ſaffers doubly both in her pleaſure and her repurati. 
U- otfhivnoryet ſo-devoide of fenſe, or exempt of jadgement,bat ſhe will ſpeedily provide 
py for che one, andfecure che other. To which effet (ſeeming forrowfully obedient to her 
1s Husband) ſhe thinks it not fit that her Palvrs ſhould for a ſeaſon approachher houſe or 
res her jelfe  wherefore by a confident mefſenger ſhe ſends him this Letter. - 


' BELLINDA t PALURA, 
- JITE & AQ DL VS 
Mz Huthaul hath diſcoowed our offeitions , and is confident that I love thee farre better thas 
x hirein ar hrs; nothiey deceived, ſo I rowjure thee by the preſervation of thy fidelity 
and havour,to forbeore xy hawſe #14 ſight for ſorve 100 ronethr in whichinteries 1 will uſe my chiefeſt 
er; 48d the wiewoff of my | power #0 caline the ſloywes and termpeſtt that jealouſie hath reiſed 
Re a ar aber tn be futtedeerl wiſh - 
ing, 4d ageiue work ous comttnte aud defirer, for though thou art abſexit from ove, yet 1 am fill pre- 
ſent with thee, iv albeit my Mwrhaat De Mors hovie wy bads; yet Palura, and nove but Patara 
betbuoy bars, knoweth Go4;to whoſe beſt favor and mntrcy, 1 affe Fionatcl and zcalonſlyrecom.- 


Bet 4it1inDda: 


” 
- 


Þilkes-recevesckds Leiter; and ho \hie forch waxy dezpe fighes ae the readiog 
thereof, yet hee gineriemuny ee tes for br re ſe wh wh and fenrie him 
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he knowes not whether he hath more reaſon tocondemne De Moras jealoufie, or tocom- 
mend his Lady Bellinds's2ffeftion and conſtancy ro himfelte; 'and becauſe he reſolves to 
prefer her content and; honour equally with hisown life , therefore hee will diſpenſe 
with his laſtfull, and laſcivious pleaſures for arime , purpoſely ro give her beaury and 
merits their due for ever. ſoinrequirall of her affe&ionare Leteer , he (by her own me({- 
ſenger) rerurns her this kinde and curteous anſwer. | 


PALUORA to BELLINDA 


Il Am 4s ſorrow full that thy hushand De Mora hath diſcovered our affeFions, as truly joyfull chat 
then loveſt we far better thas bimſelfe, wherefore to prevent his jealowſie and equally to preſerve my 
fidelity with thy honour, and thy honour with my life, know ſweet and deare Bellinda that thy requeſts 
are my commands , and thy will ſhall eternally be my law, in which regord I will refrain: thy houſe ail 
thy long prefixed time, and ſo forbeere to ſee thee, bus never to love thee, becauſe thy ſweet and divine 
beauty, it ſo derpeh ingravenin my thought: and imprivied in my ſonle, that the farther I tranſport 
my body from thee, the weerer my afſeFion brings my heart to thee. Twill adde mychiefeft wiſhes to thy 
beſt rt, awd my beſt prayers to thy chiefe(# power, that o litth tie may workonr conteat and defires : 
bat became there is no 10rment nor death to languifſhing, wor wo langviſhing to that of love, therefore 
I ſhall think every moment « moneth, awd every bovre 8 jeere before we againe kiſſe, end imbrace : 
conceale this Letter of mine from all the worldwith as much care and ſecreſie , as 1 ſend it theewith 
fervent Zeale, and tender affeFion. i, 


4 PatUura . 


The peruſall of this Letter and the aff &ion of Pslvrs demonſtratedin this his reſolu- 
tion, makes Bell/inds 35 glad, as the jealouſic of. her Lord and Husband De Mere ſorrowfull, 
and now ſceing his rage ſoreaſonleſle, and his malice andobſtinacy fo implacable'to- 
wards her,ſhe abandgneth her ſighs and rears,reſolves to make triall of a contrary experi- 
ment, and ſounder a female face aſſuming a maſculine courage and reſolution, ſhe lights 
him and his jealouſie,as muchas he doth her and her levicy,andbears her ſelfe more high» 
ly and imperioufly cowards him than ever ſhe did heretofore, bur this animoficy of Zel- 
hadaproduceth nor that good effect which he expeRs from her Husband De More, for he 
actriburing rhispride of hers to proceed from ſome bad counſell given her by ariaion Pe- 
lura, it doth the more joflame his jealoufie, and exaſperate and ſer fire tothis indignation, 
both cowards her and him. TVET. | ab 

Whitcs Bellinds ſtands upon theſe tearms with her Hnyband De More, his brains{as fo 
many wheels and ſphears) are inceflantly rolling and wheeling abour the Orbe of jealou- 
fie,to finde cat the marrowand myſterie-of this laſcivious league betweene his Wife and 
Palzrs,in the agication and condudGipn whereof, he is as ſecrer, as ſhe fimple and incon- 
ſiderace, his policy isro finde ont any letter or lecters of Palnrstoheraudher Claſt and 
Caxketare the only places.as he ſuppaſerh for her to hide and conceale then iv. $6 on a 
Monday morning, as his Lady Belhiads is goneto the Pariſh Charch to-heare, Maſie;. hee 
purpoſely ſtayes ac home i» eQ chiz his ſecret intent & purpoſe, andilea.veryprivarely 
enters her chamber,and his jealoufic makes him ſainduſtriaugof locks (miths hooksand 
Iaſtrumencs to open apy.lock. Sq hee firſt rcfalyes to try. and open that of her Cloſer, 
which when he was on the very. point ro do,caſtiogaſide higeps, heſeescbe-Tawny Da- 
mast Gown which his Wite wore the.day before, wherefgre be flyesro ig.co.ſearch and 
rifle the pockets thereof for her keyes. Now Belliedas haſte and devotion ro the Church 
wasſo great, as both ſhe and her waiting Gentlewoman, had forgocren the keyesof her 


Cloſerand Cabinet , and lefr them in one of the pockers of her ſaid Gowne, where her 


hasband De More finds them, wherearbeing exceeding) he tlape vÞbi 
iaſramcnrs, and(wichequal jealouſe anc hatJopemr ſtar ey 


hooks and 
cr cabiner, 


wherein 


elolcgthe 


wy 


| 
[ 
j 
1 
1 


Hiſt. XXX. De Mora, Ferallo, and Bellinda. 


wherein leaving nothing unſcarched, he at laſt findesthe very ſame Letrer of Palarato 
his Wife Belliada, which we have formerly ſeenand underſtood,the which (as the richeſt 
relique of her heart and the moſt precious jewellof her concent and atfe&ion, ſhe had ſe- 
cretly enſhrined and treaſured up ina ſmall crimſon fatin purſe embroydered with gold. 
He reads it over againe and againe, bur for that which ſaid, I ſhall chink every momenr a 
moneth, and every hourea yeere before we againe kifſe and embrace, this line, I ſay, 
his extreme jealoufie makes him to reade over at leaſt as often as ithath ſyllables, for this 
Lecter and this branch of this Lerrer confirmes his jealoufie, and now makes him fully 
affured and confident, that his Wife and Palura have defiled his honour, and his bed, by 
committing adultery together ; when yowing a ſharpe and ſpeedy revenge hereof, he 
(wich a panring heart, and erembling hand)layes the velver purſe againe in the cabiner, 
then locks ir,as alſo her cloſer and chamber doore, having firſt left the keyes again in the 
pocker of his Ladies gowa,and ſo comes down intothe hall, among his ſervants, as if he 
were happy to know char, which it is his miſery, becanſe he cannot be Ignorant thereof. 

By thistime his Wife the Lady Bellied is retarned from Church ; he dines with her, 
and yet he cannot difſemble his diſcontent and malice againſt her ſo arrificially , bac thar 
ſhe obſerves ſome diftemper in his looks, and extrayagancy 1a his ſpeeches; bur ſuch is her 
pride,as ſhe is no way eicher carious or carefall chereof, nor as much asonce ſurmiſeth of 
what he hadnow performed and ated. Dinner being ended, as ſoone as ſhe berakes her 
ſelfe ro walk in the allies , and arbours of her delicate garden, her husband De More, and 
his jealous and bloody reſolutions are walking a contrary way ; he is ſo netled with jea- 
loafie,and (tang tothe heart with malice and revenge; as he aſcends to his armoury, takes 
down an excellent ſword and belt,acafe of pocket Piſtols,cach whereof he chargeth with 
two ballers,cals for Emmanxel de Ferallo his Ladies Gentleman-aſher, who was a very pro- 
per young man both of his perſon and hands, bids him to cauſe two of his beſt great ſad- 
dle horſes ſpeedily robe made ready , and wils himto accompany him to the Towne of 
Arraiallos. Ferallo performes this order of his Lord, and then rels him that he will go in- 
to theGarden,and acquaint hisLady and Miſtris with his abſence,and to receive her com- 
mands before his departure, but his Lord commands him to the contrary, and neither to 
ſce or ſpeak with her ; ſothey take horſe and away. Now within halfean houre after, the 
Lady Be/lznds returns from the Garden , and anderftanding of their departure, who (in 
regard of the ſuddennefſe and unexpeRarion thereof_) knowes not what to fay or think 
thereof, or whither,or about what buſineſſe they are gon ; bart ſhe neither once dreames 
nor conceives ſo much'asa thought, that her hagband De Mors had found her ſweet hearr 
Palerg's Letter, much lefie chat he had any malicious or deſperate attempr,ſo ſuddenly co 
put in ex-cucion againſt him for her regard and cauſe, as to ride to Arraiallos to him, ro 
fighe with him, 

The youth and beauty ofhis young Wite and Lady Bellinds, arming him with jealon- 
fie, and chisjealouſfic with irreconcileable malice and revenge againſt Palvrg, he cruelly 
reſolving to make his body and life pay deere for ic, rides away towards his houſe neere 
Arraiallos, and ſtaying ſome halfe a quarter of a League from ir in a faire green meddow; 
ſends his man FereFoto him , and prayes him ſpeedily to take his horſe, and come ſpeak 
with him chere,abour « buſinefſe which much imports his good. Feral/o (knowing leaſt of 
this quarrell,whereofhis Lord and Maſter De Moys thought moſt) finds out Dos Palzrg at 
his houſe,and in reſpe&full rermsdeliyererh him his meſſage, which Palurennderſtanding, 
his guilty conſcience makes him exceedingly to doabt,and wonder of De 4/ors's intenti- 
on and reſvlarion herein; bar his laſtfull heart and affe&ions, looking more on the young 
Lady Bellindsthe wife, than on the old Lord De Mors her husband, he ſpeedily (withoar 
any ſervant of his) rakes horſe and rides away with Fera/lo tohim in the meddow, where 
Be Mora (on horſe-back) impatiently attended his comming. Salatacions being here en« 
ded betweene them, (which Pairs obſerves in De Aors to bee more ſhort thancere- 


monious,and more abrupt than reipeatfull) De Mors on! ry Man Fera/lo to him; and pri- 
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vately comminds him to ride a meddow or rwo off,and not to dare offer either to ſtirior 
draw, whatſoever he ſee paſſe berwixt him and Pal#rs, the which his Man Fera/lo obeyes, 
but with mach wonderandadmiration what this buſinefſe might meane or produce be- 
rweene them. Here De Mora very paſſionately and cholerickly , chargeth Palura for abu- 
fng and diſhonouring of him, by commirting adalrery with his wife Belinds, the which 
Palnra retorrs to him as a fonle ſcandall,and falſe aſperfion,and (as an honourable Gentle. 
man) in his ſpeeches and anſwers to De Mors, makes his own innocency, and his wife the 
Lady Fellindas chaſtity very apparent and probable : bar theſe feigned excuſes and falſe 
oathes and ſpeeches of Palvrs dono way ſarisfie, bur rather the more incenſe rhe jeatoufie 
and inflame the malice and revenge of De Mora againſt him , whereupon he ſhewes him 
hisown Letter, and with much bicternefſe and vehemency demands him ifthat his own 
hand wriing dotiot —_ convince him of adnlcery with his Lady. Pelura isamazed ar 
the ſight of this his Letter, ſo chat bluſhing for ſhame, he cannot here yer refraine from 
looking pale with griefe and anger therear, neverchelefſe he will not be ſo ingratefull ro 
rhe beavty and affection of Belinda to think that ſhe hath betrayed him, by delivcring up 
this his Letter ro her Hasband, bar rather (giving a good interpretation and conſftraGion 
ro the purity of her intents and affetions towards him) he beleeves with confidence, 
that he had ſiniſterly and ſurreptiriouſly berrayed her thereof, wherenpon to forrifie her 
repuration,andto vindicate and cleere his own innocency,he (with high words and loud 
cracks) proteſteth this Letter to be falſe,ſuborned, none of his,and thar ic was written by 
ſome Witch or Devill, and ſentby ſome treacherous enemy of his, purpoſely to affront 
him, and rodiſgrace his yerraons, chaſte, and inriocent Lady Bellinde; bar theſe feigned 
palliating excuſes of his,cannort paſſe carrant with the jealoufic and revenge of De More, 
who now (to reduce contemplation intoa@ion)rtels Po/xrg that nothing bur his dearth 
can expiate and fatisfie thishis crime, apdrherefore (on horſe-back as he was) drawes his 
ſword, and bids Palurs dothe like. The which Polurs bearing and ſeeing, he equally for 
the preſervation of Belifzds: honour, and his own life (as a brave and generon Gentle- 
man) likewiſe drawes, as highly diſdaining to have his youth and courage outbraved by 
chis old Cayallier : bur here before they begin to fight, Palwwowith many ſtrong reaſons 
and patheticall perſwaſions againe and againe prayes De Xfors to defilt from the combar, 
andco reſt ſatisfhed with the trarh of his Lady BeZizdzr honour, and his own innocency in 
this their ſuppoſed and prerended crime of adaltery : bur he ſpeaks ro che winde , for De 
Aeorereturns him blowes for words. 
The event and fortune of this their combat on horſeback is, that-in two ſeyerall 
meetings and incounters, Peixys hath received no wound , but given De Mors two, the 
one in hisneck,and the other in his1eft arme, whereofhe bleeds ſo exceedingly as he be- 
gins to deſpaire of rhe viRory,and with his Piſtols ro proyide for his own ſafety and life; 
they by a muruall conſent divide themfelyes a lirrle diſtance off co breathe. When Polurs 
_ reining his horle a lictle roo ftrair,& his horſe being hor & farions, and by meer ſtrength 
and force tarning rc:and, De Afore with bis watchfall and vigilant eye taking the advan- 
rage of this favourable accident , {when Polwo never once dreams or thinks of Piſtols) 
ſpeedily puls his ewoPiſtols forth hispocker, and moſt baſely and rreacherouſly, with 
the firſt ſhoors him thorowthe head, and with the ſecond inro the reines of his back, of 
which mortall 'wounds'he preſently fell off from his horſe dead rorhe ground, having 
neither the torepent his ſins, nor the grace or happinefſe ro pray unroGod for 
the falvation'of his own foule, and thus was the untimely end, end lamentable death of 
this valiantyonng Cavallier Palers, - | 

7" De More ſeeing Polvyadead, and baving more reaſon ontwardly to rejoyce In this his 
vigory, than inwardly inthe cauſe and manner thereof, he waves his handkerchiefe to 
his' Man Feraflo to come to him (who was an eye witnefſ and ſpectator and Co-mate) 
which hee"prefently doth to whonrhe ſpeaks thus, firſt acquaint Palurgs ſervants mm his 
houſe, thar 1 have flaine rheir Maſter in a duel , chen ride home andrell my m_ = 
7 ; : y : 


Hiſt XXX, De AZora, Ferallo, and Bellinda, 541 


Lady Be{lizgs, chart I have fenc her Ruthin and adulcerer Po/urg to Heaven,and wichin fix 
dayesatcer come away tome co Lisbone, whicher 1 am now poalting, when throwing 
him ſome gold for his journey he rakes leave of him and away,acd art the very nextTown 
dreflech his wounds which prove hopetuil and noc dangerous, 

Now doth Ferailo (accordinz to his Lords commilſlion and order) informe F alura: 
ſervants of his dearth, and of his ſaid Lord and Maſters victory, bur (tur his honour and 
reputations fake) corceales that he baſely and rreacherouſly kild him with his Piſtols : 
chey are extrem-ly Torrowfall for this his misforrunate end : fo whiles they ferch home 
his brearhlefle body, and prepare for his decent buriall ; Fera!lo rerurnes bome and truly 
and puncually r:latcs to his Lady Bel/ieda the iſſue of this combate; as alſo of his Lord 
De Moras ſpeeches which he commanded him co tell her, who poore Lady is all in reares 
tyrihe death of her lover Palura, and well the might in regard ſhe loved hima thouſand 
times dearer than her own lite, {- upon the receir of this ſorrowfull newes, ſhe ſhurs her 
ſette ap in her chamber , and for many dayes together, bergriefe and lamentarions for 
his dearth are fo infiaite, as ſhe will admirc of no company, counſel], or conſolation whar- 
foever, ſhe confidererh how deeply the misfortune of chis diſaſter will ſcandalouſly re- 
fleft on her honour, andfallon her reputation, and therefore vowes torequite Paluras 
death ſeverely, and co revenge it fbarply on the life of her Husband De Xors who was his 
murcherer, at leaſt when ſhe ſhall be ſo happy, or rather ſo miſerable ro ſee him returne 
to her from Lisbone, She exceedingly wondrethar his ſecrer malice, and ſudden indig- 
nation and reſolution towards Palzra, but more ar the cauſe thereof, and from what poinr 
of rhe compaſſe, or part of hell this furious winde ſhould proceed, when ar laſt having 
nothing elſe capable rocomforr her;or to give truce to her ceares, bur the fight of Pals- 
rar aforeſaid Lecter ſent ro her, the which ma render affetion to him, ſhe for his ſake had 
ſo often peruſed and kifſed ; ſhe therefore. paſſionately and penfively fliesto her cloſer, 
and wich affeftion and forrow ro her ca cofeaſt her eyes with the fighr, andtode- 


light and comfort her heart with che pe thexeof, when (contrary to her expetation) |. 


ſhe findes the letter raken away , her other papers diſplaced, and. her jewels reverſedin 
her cabinet, and then ſhe knowes for certaine, rhat it is her hnsband De Mora , who had 
thas rifled her cabiner, and who had bereaved and robbed her of this ſweer Letter, 

which (next to Paluras fight and preſence) was rhe chiefeſt joy of her heart, andthe 
ſweeteſt felicity 'and contenr of her minde, che which conſidering , the cherefore ab{ſo- 
lutely beleeves, thar the dereRion and peraufall of chis Lerrer, was the ſole c2uſe ofher 
Lord and Husbandsjealogfe.as that was of her ſweet Palurar:death., wherin indeed ſhe is 
nothing deceived, for ſome ſrx-weeksafter,he recrarns home toher from Lis bone, where 
(infavour of his Noble birth and diſcene, of his many grear friends, and ofahuge ſumme 
of maney.) he (in abſcnceof rhe Yhad obrained his pardon, from the Chawber.of 
char City, and the very firit ſalacations that he gave his Lady Bel/iods, (che which, Iknow 
norwhecher he detivered to her with more conrempr; or choter) was thus. 

Minion (quoth he) how many prayers and orayfenshaft rhon fajd forthe foule of thy 
Ruffian and adulrerer Palara?when ſhebeing exceedingly gatied ro rhe heartwirh theſe 
his(candalous fpeeckes, ſhe perto juſtific her own honour agdiinnocency,diflcmblesher 
griefe for Palurgs death,;as much as herjcealous Hutband triumphs and infutrsrhereat,and 
fſoframes him thisſhorc reply, that Po/prawasnor:beradulcererghut a Gendeman of ho- 
nour,,and cherefore ſhe beſought God co forgive himkis own hevnous fin and execrable 
crimefor fo fouly and baſely-murchering ofhim.' De:2M626 hevled with this his Ladies apd- 
logie and juſtification, which he kneiv tobeas falſeas ber, and Pa/nrer crime ofadulteny 
was true, he produceth chis letter coher, rhca reads ir her, andhi1 a greatrage and fury 
immediacely reares and burns ir before herface ; now althougb the Gghtand | 
ofthis letter, a$alfo her Husbands burningcherot doth exceedingly vexand 


our 
Lady Belſiuds, yet ſhe was hetewith no way daunred, bar againe very boldly'tels him;thar 
ſhe/cannor prevent any Gentleman to wrireand fend her a{.xrter, arid although inche 
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concluſion of this hisLetcer co her had ſimply and finiſterly mentioned kifſes and embra- 
ces, yet ſhe peremptorily vowed and ſwore to him, the firſt had not exceeded the bounds 
ofciviliry,nor the laſt violated the lawes and rules of honour, ſo wiſe and politick was ſhe 
in her anſwers, and ſo falſe and hypocricicall i her jaſtification towards her husband, 

The which he well obſerving, and underſtanding, as alſo with whar a pleaſing grace 
the ſpake it, his own luſtfall age, yet ſtill dotingon the freſbnefſe of the youth and beauty 
of this his young wife, ſeeing that Palura (who was the cauſe and objeR of his jealouſie) 
was now removed and dead, he therefore for the preſervation of his own honour and re- 
purari5n in that of his Ladies, doth content himlſeltfe fo far as to bury the greateſt part of 
his diſcontear and jealoufie againſt her,in the duſt of oblivion,or in that of Palura's grave. 
and tothat end he affords her his table ſtill, and his bed ſometimes, as if chat obligation ot 
courrefie, would reclaime her laſcivious thoughts, and againe call home her wanton de- 
fires tochaſtity and honour, neverthelefſe the berrer to effect and compaſſe it, he much 
reſtrains her of her former liberty , and debars her the company and fight of all Gentle- 
men whatſoever chat come to his houſe. A peeviſh caſtome, which the hasbands of 
Spaine, Porcugall,and Italy, tyrannically aſe cowards their Ladies, whereas contrariwiſe 
the Ladyes and Gentlewomenof England and France,are far more happy,becanſe more 
chaſte and honourable towards cheir Husbands inufing, andnot abuſing this their liber- 
ty and freedome. 

Bellinds with a watchfall eye, and a wanton heart obſerves theſe paſſages and com- 
portments of her hasband De Moratowards her, and in ma 4.4 at them, but 
becauſe her laſcivious minde inceſſantly els her , that there isno hell co that of a diſcon+- 
rented bed, therefore hating his age as much as he loyes her youth, her Palr9being dead, 
ſhe forthwich reſolves to make choice of another lover, ' and at what rate ſoever not ro 
trifle away her time, and her youth idely, but to pale it away in the amorous delights of 
carnall yoſuptuouſeffe and ſenſuality. To which effeft miſſing of other Gentlemen (and 
therefore enforced to make a yertue of neceſſiry) ſhee forgetting her ſelfe and her ho- 
nour makes choice of Fers/lo her own Genrleman-uſher,a man every way as proper as ſhe 
is faire, and as well rimbred as ſhe is beaucifull; and neere of her own years, whichas yer 
hadnot exceeded one and twenty : to Ferellotherefore ſhe freely imparts her affeions 
and favours, who as freely receives andas joyfully and amoroully entertaines both her 
andthem, fothat. to writethe beſt of truth and modeſty, I muſt here affirme, that as he 
wasformerly his Ladyes Uſher,now he makes himſelf his Lords followerzand (unknown 
to him) very ofcen ties her ſhooe-ſtrings and takes up her mask and gloves for her, and 
many times when the old Nobleman is aſleepe, then this ignoble couple of unchaſte lo- 
versare waking totheirobſcene pleaſures, and ſecretly ſacrificingup their laſcivious de- 
fires to wanton C#pid the fonne, and to laſtfull Feew the Mother , bur they ſhall finde 
wormewoodintermixedin this honey, and gall inthis ſagar. | 

For three monethseogether our Belieds the Miſtris, and Fero//othe Man , drowne 
themſelves in the impiecty of theſe their carnall delights andpleaſares, :as ifrhey made ic 
their felicity and glory: to conribue the practiſe and profeſſion thereof, bur at the end 
and expiration ofthis time, as cloſe asthey beare this their adulrerous familiarity from 


DeMora,itcomes to his knowledge by an unexpe&ted accident and means, for the Reader 
aſt underftand was beretofore diſhoneftly familiar, with his Lady 5etliade: 


zicing Gentlewoman named Heradia, whom (under pretext and colour of marriage) he 
had many times uſed, at his laſciviouspleaſure, ſo that Herodia ſeeingthat Ferallor affeRi- 
ons were now wholly ted from her ſelfe ro her Lady Be//inds,and that he lighted 
and diſdained her,to embrace and adore the other, ſhe is ſo inraged alouſic ar che 
knowledge and confideration thereof, as the cals acounſellin her heartandchonghes, 
what to do herein, how topreventit;, and againe: how co reclaime , - and regaine Ferallo 
and; his \affeRion, from her Lady roher ſelfe, and ſhe is ſo inflamed withjealoufie ro- 
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before ſhe have effected ic; co whicherid;having ran vver a whole world of remedies and 
expedienrs, the at laft tefolves on this, to acquainther Lord arid Maſter De More wich 
this unchaſte and obſcene familiarity, berweene ' his Lady Be/tinds and her lover Feratlo, 
and her rage is ſo oucragions as with infinice malice.and celericy thee perfornmies ic. 'Ar 
whichunexpeRed and unwelcomed newes, our old Lord De Mora hath now his heart 2 
new ſeton fire with jealoufie and malice boch cowards his Lady, and her aſher Fe-allo, ſo 
that he as ſoone belecevesas underſtands this their adaltery without ever making a ſtand 
either roconfider the truth,or troexamine the circumſtances thereof, wherenponto make 
ſhore work , and to provide aſpeedy.remedy for this nnfortonare diſaſter, and diſeaſe; 
he without ſpeaking word of ic, eicher to his Lady Ze/lfieds, or to Feralls, ſuddenly ca- 
ſheerech him from his houſe and ſervice, and in ſuchdiſgracefull manner, as he wilknor 
fo much as permit him to know the reaſon hereof, or to ſee, or rake leave of his Lady and 
Milſtris,and from thenceforch De More lookes on her with infinite contempe and jealon- 
Ge, For it gals him to che heart, farft co-remember her diſhonour, and diſhonefty with 
Palers, and now far more toknow that ſhe is doubly guilty thereof with her owre do- 
meſtick Servant and Genrleman-uſher Feral/o, wherefore hee againe reſtraines her 
of her liberty, and hisjealouſie fo far:exceedes the bounds of judgement, and the 
limirs of reaſon, as hee will difficultly-permit her to ſee any man, or any man to ſee 
her , bur as rivers ſtopped doe ſtill :degorge: with more violence , and overflow 
with more impetuofity, ſo Belfiede takes this new jealoufie of her old husband , 
and this ſudden exile and baniſhmeart of Feral her lover and Geneleman-u(her 
in. excreme ill part, and (after ſhee-hath wept and fighed her fill chereat,, ſhee then 
beleeves the prime and originall canſe thereof, toproceed from the malice and jealoufie 
of her waicing Gentlewoman . Herodis : whereforebeing infinicely deſpighted and in- 
cenſed againſt herzſhe (in het deare love and afetion to Fetells) to requice her husbands 
courtelie, very diſcourteouſly turns her.away; andfor ever baniſheth her, her houſe and 
ſervice, and to wricethe trath, Ferelo likewiſe in hatred and malice to Herodio. will from 
thenceforth neicher ſee nor ſpeak with her more. But to verifie the Engliſh Proverbe, 
that love will creepe where it cannot go, alchongh De Mors baniſheth:Fer«//d from his 
houſe, and reftrainerh his Lady Be/hiads of her liberty in his hoaſe, yet ſometimes by. day 
and many times by nighe, they(by che aſſiſtance of ſome ſecretagents or Ambafladours of 
loye) doin the arbours of the Gardens , andin fome other out roomes of the houſe very 
amorouſ]y meer, and moſt laſcivioufly kifle and embrace together. They hold many pri- 
vate conferenceson their anlwfullaffeRions, and many ſecret conſultations apon their 
unjuſt diſcontents : fo at laſtboth of chem joyning 1n one wicked heart and minde, and 
(as marcers are (till beſt diſtinguiſhed by their conrraries) finding each orhers company 
ſweet, and their ſequeſtration and ſeparation birrer, they ſo much forget their ſelves and 
their ſoules, and ſo mach flye from Heaven and God, tofollow Stan and Hell, as both 
of them beleeve and reſolve , they cat have no trueor perfe& content on Earth before 
Ds. Hors be firſt ſentroHeaven ; now upon thisbloody defigne they agree, and upon 
this helli(ſb ploc they fully refolve, only che gordian knot which-muſt combine and linke 
faſt rhis foule bufinefſe is, that De Mors being dead; 'Bellinds mult fhortly after marry het 
7 yr ne Al 'whereanto with as much joy as vanity ſhee cheerefolly con- 
enteth, when: they are ſoprophane as they ſeale this cheir ungodly.concra@ with many 
oathes, and ratifie and confirme it with a worldefkifles',. and then ofall violent dearhs; 
they, reſolveonthat drug ofthe Devill,,poyſon; oa without either the feare or grace of 
God, they of Chriſtians metamorphoſes and make themſelves Devils, and FereHobaying 
| pe ir way and abtilly in diet drink and broath adminiſtrethic on- 
her Lord and Husbangd. Be. Moro, which nt re TO: vertueand operation, he 
ithin leſſer chan\foure mpagrhs diesthereofs, when wich much c>ſt and a wonderfull 
exteriour ſhew of griefand ſorrow, ſhe gives hima ſtately faneral, very anſwerab'e to the 
laſtre of his name, andthe qualicy.othis dignicy.and honour but God in his due ties 
i W 
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of all b her Gencleman-uſber Fers//o; bur ſack luſtfull ard 
bloody hu narnes wayn rs rye me rec AA 
For fix monerhscogerher, Ferallo' night keeps correſpondency.in the 
ance of his affeQions to hisold Lady and Miſtris, and now hisnew wife 3:/hads, 
and alchougbthey are anequall in birch and rank, yer marriage havirg now maderheih 
equall, they nnitually kifſe and imbrace with as mach content as defire, but arche end of 
this ſmall parcell oftime , ſatiery of his nxorioas _—— and pleaſures makes him n 
le&fall,and which is worſe conrempcible therof,(a baſe ingraticude,bar eoooften ſubjek 
ro men of his inferiour rank and qualiry;and which the indiſcretion of Ladyes of honoby, 
very ofcen dcare for, as it many cimes with infamy, bur ſtill with reper. 
eance) ſothat for ten nigbes, and ſoinetimes for fifteene together he never kifſed or in} 
braced her ; which unkinde ingraticude of his, and reſpeGtiefie unvaluation other youth 
and beauty, asalſoof her rank and means makes the Lady Belfieds his wife'to be astiotih 
choler towards him, ashe is cold inaffeftion and love towards her. Bur toaftend rothe 
headsfpring of this his diſcourteſie towardsher', and fotofetch and derive it fromity 
own proper oviginall, we muſtknow thatFera/o was ſo vitious, inconſtant, and baſs; is 
now he is deeply inlove with a newwtaiing Gemlewoman of his Ladiesnamed< . 
=s, a ſweet yoang Maiten, of formbeighreeneyearsof age, tall of ftarureand flender#F 
body, and whoſe beauty was every way ascleere and pure gyher.name, 'and yerwhoſt 
maiden-head (with a fewrich preſentsand many poote flattering oachvand falſe prom. 
ſes) he had ſecrerly: parchaſed andgotren from her; yea his affeRionwas ſo ferret to 
her thar partofrheday'icould nor corirent his kuſtfull defires, bur he fovgers hirnfelfefo 
far, as before htvLatties noſe, and almoftin her fight;he maſt lye with her whole niptits, 
and which is worſe,' almoſt every Dight wirhour ſo much as once thinkingof hisown 
wife the Lady Beltsds, orcicherloving whar ſhe cared for, or caring forwhat the foved. 
\Bur- Bellieds eſteems has felfe rgogood aGentlewoman, 'and too great a Lady to be 
thos out braved lors Somme. ( be rw arid therefore coti- 
her heart weoo well lodgedyarid too high fixed and ſeared inthe degree of het 
bigh diſcenc thus coreceive and fuſferan affront, by a manof folow a beginning and ſoIg- 
noble a andexcration.ashowas ard whom he hadraiſed from nothing, and tort 
ferred and honoured him/wirh heraffg&ion, and bed, and of her ſervant made himthet 
hosband, when for che fpace of fix'monerbs rogecher having continually uſed che beſt of 
her arg;andche chiefeſtofher her ſweeteſt perſwaſions, and her moſt ſiigredp! 
ers and ſolicitarions ro make him abandon her Maide Chriffotss, and ſoaguin to yec 
Him and his affeftion from Her q3her ſ6lf,bur ſecing ail her care vain, and her 
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diſgrace of ſo unkinda nature, and diſcourteous a quality, as ſhe highlydiſdaines long to 
ſuffer or digeſt ic at his hands. So that ſeeing no hope of amendment, and therefore de- 
ſpairing of any reformation thereof in him , ſhe reſumes her former bad and bloody 
choughc againſt him, and ſo peremptorily and definitively reſolves ro murther him. Her 
jealoufie makes her thus malicions, her malice thus revengefall, and her revenge thus 
bloody hearted and handed towards him. She cannot be content topace,but ſhe willride 
poaſt coker confuſion by heaping crime upon crime, & murther tomurther,ſhe hath for- 
merly poyſoned her firſt husband De fore, and now ſhe reſolyesto ponyard to death 
Feralloher ſecond, as if one of theſe ewo bloody finnes and crimes were not enough capa- 
ble, to make her as truly miſerable , as ſhe falſly thinkes her ſelfe happy, in the perfor- 
mance and execution thereof.Bur theſe are the bitcer fruirs of jealonfie and the ſharpe cf 
feQs ofcholer,malice,and revenge which moſt commonly ſtreame and proceed from it. 
Whiles thus her quondamGentleman-uſher, and now her unkind and difloyall husband 

Feralls(withourt feare or care)is wallowing in his beaſtly pleaſores and ſenſuality with his 
ſtrumpetr Chriſtalins,this his nngodly wife,and revengefull Lady Belfinda (with as much ſe- 
crefie as rreachery )isin requicall thereof preparing of. him a bloody banquer ; yea (6 
haſty is ſhze in her rage,and ſoourragious in this her revenge towards him,as ſhe willno 
longer be abaſed or defrauded by him,bur thinksevery houre an age, before ſhe have diſ- 
patched him for heayen. She will no more be controuled and over-maſtred by him who 
) was formerly her ſervanc,and who firſt reputed ir his greateſt happines to kifſe her hand, 
before ſhe vouchſafed him the honour to kifſe her lips, or which is more, che feliciry to 
4 imbrace her in herbed. She now ſees with griefe, that he hath betrayed her in betraying, 
; and conveying his affection from her toher maid: Chriftalina, and therefore alchough ſhe 
hath caſt away her favours on him, yet of the two.ſhe vowes rather to caſt away him than 
her ſelfe. Nograce, no religion, not her conſcience, not her ſoule, nor the confideration 
of heaven or hell can difſwade or keepe her from this her bloody purpoſe, or divert her 
from the perpetration of this inhumane and cruell marther : bac the very firſtnighe thar 
he leaves her maid Chriſta/lzus and lies with her ſelfe, ſhe (being purpoſely-provided of a 
very ſharpand keenrazor, which (he put in one of her glaves, and claptir under her pil- 
low)at breake of day as he lay in bed ſoundly ſleeping and fnoring by her, ſhe as a devill 
incarnate cuts his throat, and leaves him ftruggling in the bed, and weltering in his blood, 
withour once having the power tothink,to ſpeake of God. | 

Thus we have ſeen the bloody malice, and infernall fury and revenge of this execrable 
young Lady Belkizds, ini fo lamentable and cruelly murthering her firſt and old husband 
De Mors, and now her young one Ferglls, and becauſe the perpetrationof theſe her inhn- 
manecrimesand faQs are ſoodiousro God, that their knowledge hath already pierced 
the'clouds,/and their fight aſcended rothe facred preſence and tribunall of God, there- 
fore his all-ſeeing,andall-potent glorious Majeſty;being as imparriallin his jadgements, 
as divine in his decrees, hath already ſharpned his ſword of juſtice, and made ready hie 
arrowes of revenge, ſpeedily ro inflit and give hercondigne puniſhment for the ſame, 
yeaand far ſooner than either ſhe thinks or dreames thereof. V 

She having thus difpatched this bloody bufines, and ſecing her busband Ferd/ls lis 
brearhlefſe inthe bed by her, ſheriſerh up, and che betcer to colour ont,and overvaile this 
her inhumane and monſtrous villany, ſhe takes this her dead hnsbands Rnife out of his 
pocker,and goring it all in his blood,ſhe leaves it on his pillow by him, thereby (with as 
much hypocrific as treachery) co infinnare a beleefeatid confidence intht opinion of all 
men,that he had there murthered him(ſe!fe ,and that infallibly'ke was the author and ator 
ofthis his own deplorable death,which having performed, ſhe rakes on a fine cleane hol- 
lend ſmock; and puts off her cambrick one that ſhe wore , which as a fatall marke of her 
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cruelty, and aprodi banner of her inhumanity , wasall ſtained and engrained over 
with her husbands , and wrapping it up very cloſe together, ſhe therein likewiſe 


envellops and enwraps her bloody razor,and ll ſoa two pount braffe weight, ma" the 
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berrer to makeit finke,for ſhe reſolves thar very morning to throw it intoa pond: ſo ſe- 1 


— 
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cret is ſhe incontriving,and ſo polirick in the concealing of this her cruell faft. The morne 


advancing to fix of the clock,which was dark,clondy andobſure,as if(by the ſecrer appoint- 


went , and ſacred providence of God ) that the Sunne ( with his gliftering beames ) ab- 
horred co beho!d fo pirtifull and lamenrable a ſpeQacle. Be/lieds hath no fonner apparel- 
' led her ſelfe, but triumphing in this her falſe vitory and bloody conqueſt, and giving the 
muethered body of her hnsband a farwell, compoſed of many curſes and execrations, ſhe 
ſoftly iffaerh forth, clapping her bloody ſmock and razer in her pocket, the which (to 
make ſure worke ) ſhe had tied faſt with one of her blew filke garters , then lockes the 
chamb-:r doore , and very ſecretly and ſurely conveyes and throwes in the key within 
fide, and then deſcends to the garden, where calling Helkens ( another of her waiting 
Genclewoman to her )ſhe bids her ferch her prayer book, and thus away ſhe goes towards 
their pariſh-Church of S. 1#lians on foot, which by comparation was ſome halfe a ſmall 
league diſtant off their houſe, and forbids any man ſervant to waite or atrend on her thi- 
ther. She is not a furlong off, but the morecloſcly to finiſh her defigne,ſhe there purpoſe. 
ly ſends away her maid Hellezs to the parifh-Charch before her with this invenced and 
colonrabie errand to ſeeke out her own Prieſt, father Sebatia#,and to prepare him then to 
fay maſſe to her, the which Hellena doth, Now the midway bertweene her houſe and the 
Church isa great deepe pond, by the which ſhe is to paſſe , bur a lictle before ſhe drawes 
neere it, a pooreold maimed Souldiour, being caſbiered from the Gariſon of rhe Caſtle 
of Caſtcayes(named Roderigs)rravelling towards his home, and ſeeing thisLady all alone, 
and obſerving the ſweernes of her beaury,and the richnefle of her apparell,and attire, his 
poverty inforceth and incourageth hin roreque ſt and begge an almes of her , the which 
wich much hamilicy he dorh. Bor the Lady Be/li#dg's heart and thoughts, were ſo ruch 
ſurpriſed andtaktenop with craelty,as ſhe knew nor what belonged co chariry,and ther. 
fore haviog other buſines and windmiles' in her head, ſhe is ſo offended with Rogerigo's 
begging importunicy.as flatly refuſing rogive him any almes. ſhe forgers her ſeIfe ſo far, 
2s in ſtced thereof, ſhe gives him many harſh words,and ar laſt ſends him away with ſome 
vnkind andfeule fpeeches , rhe which poore Rogerige, tooke foill ather hands, thar ( in 
che fumes ofa Souldiour ) he once thonghe ro haverrequired ir either on her perſon, or 
her apparell;; har'rhen againe( by her port and bravery ) deeming herto be fome great 
neighbouring Lady , who that mornivg had purpoſely left her followers -to rake the 
ſweernes ofthe aire, and therefore fearing his danger more than he loved his profit, hee 
abandoneth rhatcholerick and infolent refolation of his, when taking his leave of her, he 
ſome two burslengths from her betakes him to fir downe ar the foor of agreart Pine apple 
Tree, where he might {ce her, but not ſhe him ; andhere looking after her with an eye 
of diſcontent and indignation,he be wailes his wants and bard fortune, and alſo condem- 
neth the obduratenefſeat rhisunknoweri Ladies uncharirtable heart cowards bim,and in- 
quiring afrerwards of a milke-maid which paſſed by what ſhe was, he is informedtharſhe 
isthe Lady Bel{izds widdow to the dead Lord 4Alowſo De More, and now wife ro Dos Emma» 
all de Ferallo, who hereat dothnor a litcle both grieve agd woftfder,that ſorich and grear 
a:[.ady was guilty of fo much uncharirablnes. By this time ſhe being arived tothe pond, 
looking about her , and beleeving that no mortalt eye had ſcen her ſhe thereinthrowes 
her bloody ſmockand razor (which as formerly I have Gaid ſhe had ryed faſt together with 
oneofher blew filke garters) and the ponderofiry of the brafſe wEight made ir inſtantly 
to:finketorhe borrome; whereof ſhe being infinirly joyfall, awayhe cripsrothe Pariſh 
Charch;and rhere heares Maffe, and mumbles ourmany 4ve Msrier, and Pater nofters 10 
her ſelfe ; bar the whole world in generall,and che reader in particular may imagin with 
whata foule conſcience, anda prophane and ulcerared foule , ſherhenandthereperfor- 
mesthishergdevorion; >: | 0 {3 Un 5 ffs ,' þ 
| Naw. alth this oar wretched Lady Belliedabave murthered this herſecond hus- 
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71n rhe pond, with ſuch admirable care and privacy , that ſhe thinkes it wholly impoſſible 
for all thz earth co reveale ir; loc if earch cannor, yer now Heaven will. $y here before T 
«proceedefurcher,letme inthe name and feare of God, requeſt the Chriſtian reader here 
10 admire and wondet wich me, at the mercy and goodnes, and at the providence and 
-pleaſare of God in his miraculous derteQtion, and condigne reyenge and puniſhment 
thereof, for he muſt know andunderſtand, that ic ſeemesGod had purpoſely brought, 
*placed and ſeated this poore old weary maimed Souldiour Roderigo at the foot of this 
Pine Tree,to bea happy inſtrament of his praiſe,and a true Sencinell,and diſcoverer both 
For his facredjuſtice and divine hononr:for here although Be/lieds carried away her hearc 
and charity from him,yet(as if guided by ſome heavenly power, and celeſtiall influence) 
Roderizo could nor poſſibly carry away his eye from her, but as cloſely as ſhe threw this 
bloody cloth into the pond, he efpies ir, and which is more, very plainely and palpably 
diſcernes the whitenes and redoes thereof, when conſidering and thinking with himſelfe 
rhac this gallant proud L»dy Br#;nJa might be as unchaſte and liſcivious as ſhe was faire, 
& as vitious as ſhe was young ;God(with his immediate finger imprinted in his thoughts 
and ingraved in his hearc and mind, char either herſelfe, or ſome one of her waiting 
Gentlewomen had had ſome baſtard, and that ſhe had murthered ic, and oow throwen ic 
into the pond,and was ſoſtronply poſſefſed of this conceir and belicfe, that neither day, 
or night, nor nothing oncer Heaven covld poſhbly beate him from ir, but for a whiles he 
reſolves to conceale this conceitro himſelfe, as referring rhe truth thereof to time, and 
che iſſue to God, 

And here the order of cur Hiſtory calles ns againe from Roderigo to Belinda, who as 
ſooneas Maik is done, ( with her waiting Gentlewoman Hella) rerurnes home to her 
hoaſe,and by that rime they arive there ir is nine of the clock, where (pateing a pleaſanc 
face upon her falſe heart; and a ſweer counrenance upon her ſoy led and ſinfull ſoul-)ſhe 
preſently inquires for her husþand Dos Ferallo | her ſervants make anſwer thar they have 
not ſeen him co day,and that they thinke he is ſtill-in bed, whereat fhe muſing and won- 
dering,in r2gard he was not accuſtomed toſ]:epe at ſo highan houre, ſhe therefore ſeads 
fome of her ſervants ro his chamber to ſee if he be ſtirring bur finding his chamber doore 
locked,and calling aloud ro him they can ger no anſwer from him,the which they recurne 
and report to their Lady Bellinda,who ſeeming exceedingly to doubt and grieve therear, 
ſhe(farmore perplexed in countenance than heart)aſcends with them againe to her hus- 
bands chamber, where they all call and knock aloud at rhe dore to him, and ſhe far louder 
than them all,bur in vaine, for ſtill they heare no newescircher of him or from him,wher- 
at ſhe begins (outwardly ) ro tremble with apprehenſion and feare, and fo commands 
them to force open the doore of his chamber , which they inſtantly doe, where they ſee 
their Lord, & ſhe her husband Feraltoto lic breachlefſe in his bed, all begored and rocking 
in his hot and warme blood, with his chroat car, whereat his ſ:rvanrs for true griefe, & his 
Lady Be!lzs{4 for falſe ſorrow make alzumencable crie, and a þitrifull oat-cry in his cham - 
ber,which is over-heard in all the houſe, bar eſpecially the Lady Be/kedz her {elfe,who fo 
arcificially difſembled her joy,and fo paſſionarely makcesdemonſtration ofextreme grief 
and afAi&tion, for this deplorable death of her Lord and hasband,borh to her ſervanesand 
to God, thar ſhe is all in teares, and .cannor becauſe ſhe will nor be comforted thereat:they 
tiad che chamber doore locked, the key within fide, and his owne bloody knife on his 
pillow ,and cherefore they eafily reſolve and conclude charthis their Lord and maſter, 
Ferallohwth willfally made himſelfe-away , and is undonhredly the author of hisowne 
death; which opinion and reſolution ofthe ſervants, their Lady and miftris 34lindz( ſe- 
cretly to her ſelfe)reliſherh wich mach applauſe, and approbarion, and to make her affli- 
Qions and forrowes the more apparanr ro them,anid in them conſequently rothe world, 
ſhe doch norrefraine from exceſſive weeping and Fghing. They leave the dead corps un- 
tonched inthe bed, ro acquaint che'criminall Corrgddorer'of Stremos with this pirifull ac-' 
eident, whocome,- and being amazed at EY difafter and accident of _ 
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they viewing the iofinity of his Ladics teares, and the ſorrowfull complaints and excls- 
mations of his ſervants, as alſo conſidering their ſeverall depoſitions and examinations, 
and ſeeing they found his chamber doore faſt locked, the key within fide, and his owne 
bloody knife by him on his pillow , they all concurre with them in opinion about the 
manner and quality of hisdeath,and doe abſolutely beleeve and affirme,rhar he hath deſ- 
perately made himſelfe away, which opinion of theirs is preſently received, voyced, and 
rumored in Stremos,and in all che adjacent pariſhes and country : and yet many curious 
wits(in regard of Bel/iadsr yourhfall affeRions, and wanton diſpoſition ) ſpeake very dif. 


ferently hereof, And now doth this our forrowfull young widdow, ( the berrer roſoup- - 


pore her fame and reputation to the world )bury this her ſecond hasband Ferao with all 
requiſite ceremony,and decency. 

But as the juſtice, and judgments of God(condufted by his divinepleafare, and inſcra- 
table providence )doth many times goe on ſlowly, bur fill ſoundly and ſarely, fo wee 
malt here againe produce and bring torth ogr lame old Souldiour Rederigo toatt another 

rt ON the ſtage and Theatre of this hiſtory. He is ſtill the ſame man, and ſtill retzines 
hi ſame former opinion, that nndoubredly ic was ſome dead child, or baſtard which he 
faw the Lady Belliads to throw into the pond, and his heart inceſſantly prompted by his 
ſuſpition,doth ſtill confidently ſuggeſt and affure him,that char bloody cloth of hers con 
tain: d ſome ſecrer, and inyelloped ſome ſhamefull myſtery towards her, which he thioks 
all the water of the pond conld not deface or waſh away : ſo that he now underſtanding 
of hcr husband Ferallo's diſaſterous bloody end, doth no way diminiſh, bur rather every 
way augment this his ſuſpition and jealouſie hereof, We muſt farther underſtand, that 
Roderizo(the better to refreſh his body, to repleniſh his purſe, and to repaire his apparel), 
ſtaies ſome three weekesin Stremos,and although he be a Souldiour and have his ſword 
by his ſide, yet being our of ationand pay, he is not aſhamed to begge the almes and cour- 
relies of che Gentlemen, Ladies and Gentlewomen both in and neere aboae that City. 
Among the reſt underſtanding of the Lady Bellieds's greatwealth and dignity,he there- 
fore hopes, that her new ſorrowes and mourning for the untimely death ofher husband 
willnow-make her as compaſſionate to his poverty in her hou(2,as lately ſhe was diſcour- 
teous and uncharirable tohim in the fields: whereupon he repaires thither to her, buc for 
three daies together, he is not.ſo happy to ſpeake with ber, or to ſee her, bur being till 

reſt by his poverty, and agyne emboldned by the conſideration of whar he ſaw her caſt 
ahh the pond, he the fourch day finds her walking in the next meadow adjoining to her 
houſe , attended by two of her men-ſervants, andewo waiti tlewomen all clad in 
mourning apparell: when (with a boldnefſe worthy of a poore diſtreſſed Souldiour)he ad- 
ye tothe Lad polls, where (interrupting her private walkes,and diftraQting her 
crer thoughts and meditations ).he wich much obſeryance againe begges ſome charicy 
of her, wherear fhee being offended, becauſe her heart and mind neither thoughr, nor ca- 
red for an old Souldier, bur were wholly fixed on ſome defired new Gallant young hus- 
band, ſhee very cholerikly diſdaines him and his requeſt, and with much paſſion and in- 
(to nſc her owne worgs ) commandeth her fervants to ſee this bold beggerly 
Souldiour þ- pabeniLy 5 away,both from her and her houſe. Roderigo hearing theſe her 
ſcourtenas ſpeeches, and ſeeing her ſervants unkind uſage and entorcements 


d ſwears to himſelfe to 


which tbe unjaſily derained from him, and 
to entertaine any invention or i 
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whatſoever, which might heave her out ofthe quier enjoying and policſton rhereof,and 
theredy procure her ucter grace and ruine. He repaires rohim;and ſecretly ( yer con- 
ſtantly)zcquaints him z that ſome three weekes (ince, and the yery morning, chat Dow 
Ferallo was fond murthered in his bedghe ſaw the Lady Belliwds his wife ro throw a white 
and blaody linnen cloth intoche pond, which was fome halfe quarter of a league from 
her bouſe : wherein Godand:his conſcience rold him, ſhee had wrapt and drowned ſome 


baſtard infant either of hers,or one of her waicing Geatlewomans, adding withall chat he 


could nor poſhidly have any peace ofhis thoughts before he had impartedittohim, co 


the end, thac he might reveale ic to che iminall judges ( or Corigidores )of Stremos to 


hunt our'and exzmine the twurh thereof. 

Dow#Goſper de Mora doth as much rejoyce as wonder at this unexpected newes , and be- 
cauſc his invererate malice to his aunt (in law)BeHiads periwades him rather to beleeve 
than doubrirtherefore(as malice is (till natarally ſwitcand proneto revenge)being con- 
fidenr ofche truth hereof, he leaves all orher buſtnes, rides over to Scremos and acquaints 
the Corigidores herewith, and raking Roderigo likewiſe along with him, heallfo failes 
not very reſolately to affirme,and moſt conſtantly ro confirme ir to them ; which theſe 
wiſe and grave judges under{tanding,they in honour ro Gods ſervice and glory, and in 
trae obedience to hisſacred juſtice (wichour any delay or procraſtination)rake Dos Gaſper 
d: Mora,che old Souldiour Roderigo,and ſome three or foure expert Swimmers along with 
them,and with haſt and ſecrefie ſpeedaway tothe pond; wherein after thoſe Swimmers 
had b-ene a quarter of an houre , and curiouſly busked and dived in moſt places thereof 
ro find out this cloath, at laſt{by the mercy and providence of God ) one of them diving 
far berrer chan the reſt,ſees and finds it,and ſwimming with his left hand,bringsir a ſhore 
in his right hand co the Corigidores, who much admiring and rezoycing rherear, cauſe ir 
preſently to be opened, where ( contrary to all their expeAations, )they find no dead 
child,bur(:s we have formerly underſtood)a cambrick ſmock,as yer all ſpotred and ſtain-. 
ed with blood, andryed faſt with a blew filke garter,and in it a very ſharp and bloody ra- 
z0r, with a br.ſſe weight tyed in all this purpoſtly to finke it in the pond. The Corigido- 
res,Gaſper 4: Mora,8& all the reſt,are amazed and aſtoniſhed at the fight of cheſe bloody e- 
vidences, when Rederigoagaine conſtancly ſwearing rorhem,rhar he ſaw the Lady Bellinds 
(with her owne hand-):hrow this lictle Imnen fardel] into that pond, the very ſame mor- 
ning that her ku:band Dos Ferallo was found murthered in his bed zand the malitiouscu- 
riolicy of Gaſparde Mora bere finding the very ewo firſt and laſt letters of her name in the 
cambrick ſmock,the Corigidores then concurre in one opinion ( as ſo many lines which 
rerminate in one Centre) thar yer infallibly it was ſhe andnoother, who had ſo cruelly 
murchered her husband Ferelloin his bed. Whereupon taking this bloody ſmock,razor, 
and garter wich chem,rhey with much zeale and ſpeed poaſt aw ay ro the Lady Bellinds's 
kouſe, ro apprehend her for this her foule and lamentable murther, where craell hearted 
and ]:iſcivious Lady, ſhe isfo far fromthe conſideration of grace, or the thought and ap» 
prehenſion of any feare,as ſhee feares none, and which i work of all, hoc the power and 
jaſticeot God himſckfe ,cor ſhe is ſo immodeſt in her.heart,fo luftfall in her converſation, 
as (notwithſtanding her black mourning attire and'apparell ) char her firſt hnsband was 
bar lacely dead, and now her ſecond not as yer cold in his grave,yer(wich great variery of 
muſick)ſhee is here now in her houſe finging, dancing and reveliing wich divers young 
Cavallicrs,and Gallants both of the Ciry aod country, «s itthe bad noother 
or buſines, but how to make choyce of a third husband, who might amorouſly pleaſe her 
taftfa'l eye and heart,and of no lefle chan a paire of Paramonrs atid favorites who ſhould 
laſciviouſly content her wanton defires and affeQions. | 

Bat theſe wancon vanities, and vaine and laſtivious hopes of the Lady Bellinds will 
now deceive her:for now rhe Lords appoimed doe time is come, wherein for theſe her 
two horribl- murchers commitced on the perſons of her two husbands, his divine and ſa- 
cred Majeſty is tcſolyed to powre down his on—_—_ and to thander for:h his judg- 
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ments aponher,to her ntcer ſhame and confafion. The Corigidores refalgtely enter her 
hoafe, and then and there canſe the Sergeants to apprehendhier priſoner,whereat being 
ſuddainly am2zed,and infinirely cerrified,ſhee weepes, fighs, apd cries extremely. Buc 
thoſe Cavalliers,(l meanethoſe her ſuppoſed lovers,and prerendtd fayorites) who were 
there finzingand dancing with her, neither can'ordarecither afhit , or reſcue her. Now 
che p\umes of her pride and jollity are ſuddgiply dejected and falletrro the ground, yea 
her muſick is turned ro'mourning, her ſingi&#0:&5hes , and her dancing triumphes ro 
; reares: 'Theenormiry of her crimecauſe the (CO UM&r5 © ju ice 7t© ſee her conveyed to 
priſon, wihouc any reſpett of her beaury,or regatgotheg d quality, where ſbe hath 
more leifure given her ro repent;than meanes howto r theſe her misfortunes. 
The next morning ſhe is ſent for before her judges, whoroundly charge her for cruelly 
murchering her husband Dow Feralto'in his bed, rhe whichwith many teares and nathes 
ſhee ſtourly denies, then they ſhew her thoſe bloody evidences, her cambrick ſmock, the 
razor,her blew garter,and the braffe weighr,and alſo produce ag:d contronr Roderigo with 
her ; who as before he had affirmed, now he ſwears, he ſaw her throw this bloody linnen 
fardell into rhe pond,the very morning that her husband Dos Feralls was found murther- 
ed in hisbed; and alchough ar che ſighrand knowledge hereof, thee is ar firſt wonderfully 
appalled and dannred therewith, yer her courage is ſo ftour, as ſhee againe denies it with 
many prophane and fearefull afſeverations, and delighrech ro heare her ſelfe make a tedi- 
ous juſtification,and a frivolons apology to her judges for her innocency.Bur thoſe grave 
and prudent Magiſtrates of juſtice, who ( in zeale to Gods glory ) have eyes nor in yaine 
in their heads, will givenobeliefe cicher ro che ſweernes of the Lady Belliads's youth, or 
tothe fugar of her ſpeeches and proteſtations,bur for the vindication of chis crime,and of 
this truch, they adjudge her the very next morninz to the rack, where ( ſuch is her fe- 
male forticude)4s (hee permits and ſaffers her (zlfe ro be faftned chereunto, with infinice 
conſtancy and parience;as diſdaining char the tormenrs rhereof, ſhould extorr any truth 
from her tongue to the prejudice of her reputation, and rothe ſhipwrack ofher ſatery 
and life,bur herein ſhe reckons roo ſhort of God, and beyond her ſelfe ; for ſhe conſider= 
eth nor that theſe rormenes are truly ſent her from God, and this her courage fal(ly lent 
and given her from $athen;for at the very firſt wrench of therack, androuch of thecord, 
finding it impoſſible chat her render body and dainty limbs, can endure the craelcy of 
thoſe cortures, God pats this grace inro her heart, that with niany figbes and ceares, (hee 
prayesher judges and rormentors ro defiſt, and ſo publikely confefſerh_thar ic wasſhe,and 
only ſhe who had murthered her hasband FeraHo, and cut his throat in his bed with that 
yery ame razor. . | { Akt 
Upon which confeſſion of hers ; her judges (glorifying Godfor the dereQion of this 
ciuelkmurther ) they ( for expiation thereof) doe forthwith adjudgeand ſentence rhis 
wretched and bloody Lady Belliad2, to be the next morning burae alive wicthour the 
wallesof Stremos, ar the foor of the Caſtle, which is che deſtined place of death for the 
like crimes and offendors,fo ſhe being by rhem then againe recarned to priſon, that nighr 
(in'Chriſtian-chariry they ſend her ſome Prieſts and Nunnes, ro direR and prepare het 
ſoule to heaven; for rhis herbloody and unnaturall crime was ſo odiousto men, and ſo 
execrable to God, tharſhe could hope for no pardon of her life from her judges,althoogh 
ber ſorrowfall old father C#rſoro, with a world of teares threw himſelfe to their feer, and 
offered chem all his lands and meanes to his very ſhire toobraine it for her. 
: AllStremos and the country thereabours reſound and calke of this cruell murthering of 
Ferallo,as alſo of his Lady Bellieds'rcondignetondemnation we death for the ſame, andthe 
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| ofhexliſe be iecondatedchicherby «Sin « Quire Nanon! her right hand nd in 
ncis Frier 00 her lefr,whojointly charge her upon perill of damnarion,to digburchen 
| herepaſtivnce and foule before ſhodye,of apy other capirall crime whereof ſhe knowes 
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next morningat eight ofthe clock, they all repaire under rhe Caſtle wall co ſee rhighxes. . 
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her ſeife guilcy,the which ſhe ſolemnly and religiouſly promiſerh chem;abour nine of che 
clock. ſhe is bronghr to the take, where ſhe ſees her ſelfe empallted and farronndec firſt 
with many fagors, and then wich a very great concourſe and conflaence of people, here 
ſhe is ſo irreligious in her vanicv,that ſhe had caſt off her blackes and mourniog, and pyr- 
poſely dighred her ſel;e in a rich yellow fatin gown, wrought wich flowers of filver, a 
large ſer ruffe ahour her neck, and her head covered with a pure white riffney vaile laced 
and wrought with rich cur-worke, as if ſhe cared morefor her body than her ſoule , 24 if 
her pride and bravery would carry her ſooner to heaven,thanher prayers and repentance: 
or as if th prodigall coſt and luſture thereof, were able ro diminiſh either her crime, or 
her puniſhment in the eyes and opinions of her ſpe&ators.But contrariwiſe, the yery firſt 
fight of her ſweer yourh , and pure and freſh beanry, and then the confideration, of her 
foule crime, for marthering her owne hasband, doe operate and worke differently upon 
all cheir 2fe&ions and paſſions,ſome picrying her for the firſt bur all more juſtly condem- 
ning her tor cheſ-cond. When as ſoone as cheir clamorous ſobs and ſpeeches were paſt, 
and blowen over, and that both the Frier, and Nun had cane their laſt leave ofher, then 
(after ſhe had ſhed many tears on earth,and ſent and evaporated many fighes to heaven) 
ſhe wringing her hands ( whereon ſhe had a paire of ſnow white gloves ) and caſting up 
hereyes rowards God.at laſt, with a faltering,andfainting voyce ſpake thus. 

[et is my crime and your chariry good people which hath condutted you hither to ſee 
me a miferable Gentlewoman here to dye miſerably. And becauſe it is now no longer 
tim? for me,rodifſemble either with God or the world, therefore to ſaye my ſovle in hea- 
ven,though my body periſh here in earth, I (with much griefe,and infinite ſorrow ) doe 
truly and freely confefſe bothtoGod and you, that I am not only guilty of one murther, 
bar of ewo:for as I now lately cut my ſecond husband Fera/{o's throx, ſol was ſo vild and 
wretched herctoſore, as ctopoyſon my firſt Lord and husband De More. At which report 
and confeffion of this cxecrable Lady Bellizdz ( in regard of the greatnes of her Lord De 
Aors'; deſcent and Nobilicy)all this huge concourſe ofpeople(who are ſencibly rouched 
wich griefe and forrow)makea wonderfall noiſe and oat=cry therear, and now in regard 
of this foule and double crime of hers, they looke of her with far more contempr, and 
farleſſe pirty than before.Butſhe being as patient as they are clamorous herear,and ſeeing 
theircries, now againe cried down, and well nigh drowned and huſhed upin filence, re« 
colleing her rhoughrs,and againe compoſing her countenance, ſhe againe very ſorrow- 
fully continuech her ſpeech torhem thus. I well know,and indeedT heartily grieve to re« 
member,thar theſe ewo foaleandcreell murthers of mine, make me unworthy either co 
tread on the face of earth, or to looke up tothar of heaven, and yetin the middeſt oftheſe 
my miſeries I have this conſolation lefr me; that in favoar of my true confeſſion and reli- 
gious repentance rhereofto God, that Godcan be as irduſgent and mercifullto me, asI 
haye beeneimpious and finfullco him; the which chatI may obtaine, I beſeechyouall 
whoare here prefenr, to joyne yonr prayers with me, and ro God for me, and this isthe 
laſt charity which 1 will beggeandimploreof you. Now becauſe example is powerfull, 
and no example ſoſtrong and prevalent, as the words ofthe dying to the living, therefore 
(ro Gods glory,and mine ownſhame)giveme leavetorell yon that two things eſpecially 
brought and induced me to-commir theſe foule murthers , as they have now juſtly 
brought me hither to ſaffer death for commitcing them , firſt my neglet of prayer, and 
omiſſion to ſerve and feare God duly as I ough 


and following of my laſcivious and laſtfull pleaſures, which I ought nor to have done. 
e and praQice 


The negle& ofthe firſtproved the bane of my ſonle, andthe performa! £ 
of hel, penn: and poyſon of my life, EA e two fins conjoyned and 


lincked rogerher,enforce me now heret dys, with much miſery and infamy, as with- 
out them 1 might have lived (and perchanee lived )in peer Fora ore and prof= 
my 
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t to have done. Secondly, the affeQing - 


. .O therefore good people, beware by my woeku | ime be your 
> nag fall your rifing,and my ſhipwrack your ſafety. As I beare not —_— 
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79 my tongue, ſo I will nor beare malice in my hearr./Thereforetrom my heart I forgive Ro- 
der ige for telling Geſper de Hor he ſaw me caſt ſome bloody linnen in the pond. I alfo 
forgive Goſper de Mora for informing the Corigidores thereof; and they for ſo juſtly con- 
demning me to death. I alſo pray my father and parentsto forgive me theſe my foule 
crimes, and both co pardonand forget the diſhonour and ſcandall which the infamy of 
my death may refle{t and draw onthem. And now recommend you all to Gods beſt fa- 
vour and mercy,and my foule co receive ſalyation in bis blefled kingdome of glory. 

The Lady Bellieds having finiſhedthis her ſpeech, the hearing and confideration there- 
of engendred muchpicty and compaſlion in the hearts, and cauſed a world pfteares in 
the eyes of the beholders, and now ſhe prepares her ſelfe for death. Here ſhe rakes of 
her rings from her fingers,and her pearle bracelers from herarmes, and (as a token of her 
love) gives chem toher waiting Genclewoman Helless, who is preſent and not far from 
her,moft bitrerly ſobbing and weeping becauſe ſhe can weepe no more for the death of 
this herdegre Lady and Miſtris, whonow repeartes many private prayers and 4ve Mgries 
to her (elfe, when raking « ſolemne,and forrowfull farwell ofa)l the-world.ſhe pulsdown 
her vaile over ber ſnow-white cheekes, ang then often croſſing her ſelfe with the figne 
of the crofſe,and faying her laſt iu wenn twer;the executioner (with a flaming torch) ſers 
fier co the ſtraw ard fagors, whereot ſhe preſently dies, and in lefſe than an |< after, 
her body is there conſumed and burnt to aſhes, at which ol} that great concourſe of 
peop!e and ſpeRators,(in favonr to her youth and beauty )as much aff<Qing the piery of 
her dah , 45 they Hare and deteſithe cauſe thereof, I meane the infamyy and cruelty of 

* her life, doe with far more ſorrow than joy give a great ſhont andout=cry. When the 
ot thar City now opon knowledge of this Ladies firſt horrible crime of poyſon- 

[a9 56 firſt Lord and hu+band Das Aloaſs De More, they in dereſtarion thereof, being 
not able roadde,cither worſer infamy,or more exquifite,and ex<m corments to her 
living body, they therefore partly ro be revenged on' her dead afhes, doe cauſe them 
coriouſly robe gathered up,and ſo in the (awe place(by the common hang-man ) before 
all che people, to be ſcattered and throwenin the aire, wherearthey rejoyce, and praiſe 


- $od.to fre rhe world fo fairlyridof fo foule and bloodya female monſter. 
| And thus was ;the untinielyy (and yer deſerved)end of this laſciviousand cruell hear- 
F. ted Lady Bebiadoand in this ſharp manner did the Lord of Heavenandearth eriumph 


fn is joſt-revenge and puniſhments againſt her, for theſe her rwo foule and inhumane 
all men, and eſpecially for 
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ader;%ve cannot ſufficiently bewailg the Iniquity 
worſt dayesof,the workd,in which theory» 
in of Murther takes ſoample;and ſo bloody 
dnfor we can now ſcarce turne gur eare or eye any 
werſhall be enforce), either to heare with pvty 


alt Wnot ſo much degenerated fypm | 
lb 4h ” bes ſoules. to thinke that v ..- 
* IT & 2d: > or we the ſheepe of bi: Pa- 4Plal.23# 
> "earch x 
ko Atheiſts; t oe ..Eves. There wereng Hluaven,to ravard the Rixh- cMathy as. 
teas: ir 1,12 pmmiſ) the ungotlly, Butif we will © ann ere 7 
venandÞts d erect our {oule#rom Satan to God; . (E426 | 
then not onely ſee what engend&7F3,2338 Dubolicall patdon in us, but allo its,,xe 


30 


meanestodeteſt and roote it ou; monty 3m | 
To which end it is requiſite, walWeonhide& at our encthies, who oppoſe our tran- 
quillity in thislife, and our felicif{@ghat to come,are neither ſo few innumber, wit ſo 

| weake 1n power, that wee ſhou] in e our klvesable to vanquiſh,ere wee fight, with 
Fi them, for wee have to encounter with the' bewitching World, the alluring Fleſh, ane 
| theinticing Devill: not with thre&fimple Soaldiers or poore Pigmies, but with'three - 
valiant and puiſlant Chief-taines, ſubtill to incampe, dangerous to aflaile, and power- 
full ts hoghts W,. I; $3: $710; | 

The World, thar it may bewitchus to its will,aſlailes us with Wealth,Riches, Dig- 

nities, Honours, Preferments, Sum»tuous houſes, perfumed Beds, Veſlels of gold and 
filver, pompous Apparell; Deliciow; fare, variety of ſweet Muſick, Dancing , Maskes 


and Stage-playes, delicate Horſes, rich Coaches, and infinite Attendanty with athou-  , 


C. 


{and other nticements and alluremients. | vl 

The Flefh preſents 'n&vith Youth, Beauty,The * [uſt of the eye, and the pride of life. with a 1 tohn 2; 

*Inordinate en ard liftivions deſires, with a pietcingeye;a vermillion cheeke, golden *Fol3eje" 
haire,and 'Hender wafte>#nd althbongh it diſcover us notalltheſe perfeCttions of nature - * 

| in one perfonage: yet, he ſhewes us moſt of then in divers, and then if any thing want '* 

to captiviteotir affeQ ions , wee ſhalt hearerhem marry their Syren voices, to their © 

owne Lutesand Vialtsor their darieiti feete 'to thioſe of others: or it this will not ſat- 

| Hee, then Peffuming,; Potdering, Cri ping, Pajnting ,, Amorous kiſſes , Sweet {miles, 

| Sugered ſpeeches,: Wanton embritings,/and Laſeivious dalliance , willundertaketo 

play a Worldintove. Ott the other fide;Strength;Nimbleneſſe; Agility of body, Sloth, -- LS og 

3 Luxury, 3-2 
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Vaſtiis oftner at Cleraux with his Salyna, then at home at Fribourg with his wife, who 
(as formerly we have underſtood) ſtill makes him pay dearefor his pleaſures, and as a 
ſubtle rooking {trumpet,emptieth his purſe of his gold, as faſt as hee tooliſhly filleth it, 
he being not contented to waſte his body,to ſhipwracke his reputation, to caſt away his 
time, but alſo to caſt away hiseſtate,and himſclfe on her; the which his vertuous wife 
cannot but obſerve with ſorrow, and remember with griefe and vexation, but ſhee ſees 
it impoſſible for her how to redreſle it : Fur ſhee isnot capable to difſemble her diſcon- 
tent to him ſoprivately, as hee publikely makes knowne his cruelty to her, wherefore 
her thoughts ſuggeſt her,and her judgement prompts her,to prove another experiment 
and tryall on him. To which end ſhe tels him, that if hee will not henceforth aban- 
don beating of her, forſake his old vices, and become a new man, and a reformed hus- 
band,that then all delayes ſet apart, ſhee will ſpeedily(by ſome one of her neareſt kins- 
folkes)ſend poaſt to Rowe to his brother Captaine Andrew Vaſti, that her Sonne George 
returne home to her to Fribourg,the which ſhe is more then confident, upon the receipt 
of her firſt Letter,he will ſpeedily and ioyfully performe. 

Her husband Uaſtz 1s extremely galled with this ſpeech, and netled with this reſolu- 
tion of his wife Hferecuu (wretched villaine as he is)hee(but too wellknowes hee 
hath already ſent his Sonne to heaven ina bloudy windieg ſheet, and therefore both 
feares and knowes,that by this his wifes ſending poaſt to Rome,his deplorable and dam- 
ned fat will infalhbly burſt forth and come to light,the which therefore to prevent, he 
( as bad and cruel] hearted as the Devill himſelfe) is execrably reſolved to heape 0//z 
upon Pelion, to adde bloud to bloud, and murther tomurther 3 and ſo now to poyſon 
the Mother his wife,as he had lately piſtolled his and her only Sonne to death.O Heſter , 
ithad beene a fingular happineſle for thee, that thou hadſt not thus threatned thy hus- 
band Uaſti, to ſend to Rome for thy ſonne George, but that thou hadſt either bin dumbe 
when thouſpeakeſt it, or he deafe when hee heard it; for hereby thinking to preſerve, 
thou haſt extreamely indangered thy ſelfe, and hoping to make thy Sonne thy refuge 
and champion,I feare with griefe, and grieve with feare, that thou haſt made thy ſclfe 
the ruine of thy ſelfe. | | 

For Yaſtiis fo ſtrong with the Devill, and ſo weake with God, in this his bloody de- 
{igne,to murther his wife Heſter,as neither grace or Nature, Religion or God, the feare 
of his bodies tortures in this life, or of his ſoules torments in that to come are able to di- 
vert him from it, he having no other reaſon for this his damnable rage, nor no other 
cauſefor this his infernall and helliſh cruelty, but this triviall and yet pittifull poore 
one,that his wife Heſtgy is an eye- ſore to him, becauſe his Salyne is ſo to her. A wretched 
excuſe,and execrable Apologte, and nolefle execrable and wretched is hee that makes 
It. 'So he (turning his backe to God,and his face and heart to the Devill)provides him- 
{elfe of ſtrong poyſon, and cunningly infuſing it into a muske Mellon, which he knew 
ſhe loved well;and reſolved to eate that day at dinner;ſhe greedily eating a great part of 
it,before night dies thereof. When very ſubtlely he gives out to his ſervants and neigh- 

bours,that ſhe dyed of a ſurfet,in then and there eating too much of the muske Mcllonz 
and ſoall of them confidently beleeve and report. 

Thus we have ſeene with ſorrow, and underſtood with griefe, that this execrable 
wretch 79ſt; hath played the part of a Devill,in poyſoning his vertuous and harmeleſſe 
wife Fr hor now we ſhall likewiſe ſee him play the part of an Hypocrite to conceale 
It, asif 1t lay in his power to blind-fold the eyes of God, as well, or as ealily, as to hood- 
winck thoſe of men from the.fight and knowledg therof.He ſeemes wonderfull forrow- 
full for his wifes death,dights himſelfe and his ſervants all in blacke, provides a great 
dinner,and performes her funerall with extraordinary folemnity. But notwithſtanding 
Godlookes on him with his eye of Juſtice, for both theſe his cruell and inhumane bar- 


- barous murthers of his ſoune and wife, and therefore now (in his Providence) reſulyes 


to puniſh him ſharpely and ſeverely for the ſame; As marke the ſequel}, and it will in- 
{tantly informe us how. 


Our 
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* Ourdebauched and bloudy Yaſt;;immediately upon his wifes death and buriall,doth 
without intermiſſion haunt the, houſe and:company of his laſcivious ſtrumpet $.4yn4 
at Cl raux, asif the injoying of her ſight, preſence, and ſelfe, were his chiefelt delight, 
and moſt ſoveraigne earthly felicity. He ſpends a great part of his eſtate onher,and ro 
ſatisfic her covctous and his luſtfull deſires, he is at laſt enforced to morgage and ſell a- 
way all his Lands.For aslong as he had mony ſhe was his,but when that failed him,then 
ſhe ( asa right ſtrumpet,aCted a true part of herſelfe) failed in her accuſtomed kind- 
nefſe and familiarity towards him, and caſts him off. 
| The judgements of God,and the decrees of Heavenyare as ſecret as ſacred,and as mi- 
raculousas juſt, which wee ſhall ſee will now by degrees be apparently made good and 
verdigh in this monſter of men,and Devill of Fathers and Husbands,/7aſti.For his man» 
ſion houſe,and all his utenſ(illsand moveablesin Friboxzrg, are conſumed with a ſudden 
fire, proceeding froma flaſh of lightning from heaven: as alſo all his granges of corne, 
and ſtackes of hay, and yet thoſe of all his neighbours round about him are untouched 
and ſafe. His corne alſo which .growes in the field brings forth little or qo increaſe, his 
vines wither and die away, all his horſes are ſtolne from him, and moſt of his cattell, 
ſheepe and goats,dic of a newand ſtranye diſeaſe 3 For bring (as it were mad)they wil- 
fully and outragioufly run themſelves todeath one againſt the other 3 heeis amazed at 
all theſe his(unexpetted)wondertul loſſesandcrofles,and yet this vile miſcreant and ins 
humane murtherer, hath his conſcience ſtil] ſo ſeared up, his heart and ſoule ſo ſtupt» 
fied andobdurated by the Devill,that he hathneither the will, powex,or grace to looke 
| up to heaven or God,and fo toſee and acknowledge,from whomand for what all theſe 
5 afflictions and calamities betall him : He growes into great poverty, and againe toraiſe 
him and his fortunes, hee now knowesno other art or meanes left him then to marry his 
ſtrumpet Sahna, to whom he hath given great ſtore of Gpld,and on whom (as we have 
formerly-heard)he hath ſpent the greateſt part, of his lands and eſtate.Hee ſeckes her ir 
marriage, but (hearing of his great loſſes, and feeing of his extreme poverty)ſhee will 
not derogate from herſelfe, but very ingratefully denies ahd. difdaines him, and will 
not henceforth permit,.. bim to enter into her houſe, much leſle to (ee or ſpeake with 
him : hee is wondextull bitten and galled with: this her yokind repulſe, and then is 
driven to ſuch extreame wants and neceſlity; , as.he.js inforced to ſell and pawne away, 
all thoſe ſnnall trifles and things which are lett him, thereby to giye himſelfe'a very 
poore maintenance. So (as a wretched Vagabond whom God hid juſtly ahandoned 
furtheenormity of hisdeliCts and crimes) he now.raames and ſiragleth up and dawne 
the ſtrgetsof Fribourg,and the country panſhesand houſes thereabquts, wuhout mea 
mony,or triends,and which is infinitely worſe then all, without God. But all theſt hjsca= 
lamities and diſaſters, -are but the Harbingersand Fore-runners of greater miſeries and 
uniſhments, which are now ſfyddenlyang,condignely prepared to ſurprize and befall 
bien 3 whereof the Chriſtian Reader is rel1g1onlly prayed totake deepenotice, and full 
obſervation; becaulſc the glory of God, and the Triumphs of his Revenge.,in theſe his 
Judgements, doe moſt divinely appeare,and ſhine forth to the whole world therein. 
Vaſti ona time returning from Cleraux towards Fribourg ( where he had beene to beg 
ſome mony or meate of Salyna, either whereof ſhe was ord hearted to deny him)the 
Providence and pleaſure of God ſo ordained it, That in the very ſame Meadow and 
place,and neere the ſame time and houre, which formerly he, and his Sonne George had 
their conference there(being very faint and weary)he lay himſelfe downe to ſleep there 
at the foot of a wilde Cheſnut-rree 3 yea, he there ſlept ſo foundly,the' Sunne being ves 
ry hot,that hee could not heare the great noyſe,and out-cry which many people there a 
farre off made inthe meadow, for the taking of a furious mad Bull 3 This Bull I Tay, no 
doubt but being ſent from God, ran direCtly to our {leeping and ſnoring 74ſti. toſt him 
twice upin the ayre.on his hornes, tore his noſe, and ſo wonderfully mangled his face, 
that all whocame to his aſſiſtance held him dead3but at laſt they knowing him to be 74+ 
ſti of Fribourg,and finding him faintly to pau and breath for life againſt death,they _ 
u3 0 
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oft his clothes and apparel, and then apparantly diſcover and ſee,that this mad Bul with 
h1>horaes hath mace twolittle holes in his belly, whereof at one of them a ſmall piece 
of his gut hangs out, they carry him to the next cottage, and laying him downe {[peech- 
ile, they and himſelfe beleeve; he cannot hve halfe an houreto an end, and as yet hee 
ſtil remaines ſpeechleſ: ; butatlaſt breathing a little more, and well remembring him- 
ſcife, and ſecing this his diſaſterous accident, it-pleaſed the Lord (in the infiniteneſle of 
his goodnefle)to open the eyes of his faith, to mollifie the flintineſle of his heart, to re- 
forme the deformity of his conſcience, and to purge and cleanſe the pollution of his 
ſoule , for now he layes hold of Chriſt Ieſus and his promiſes, forſakes the Devill and 
his treacheries.and God no ſo ordaineth and diſpoleth of him, that for want of other 
witneſl-s (ſecing himſelfe on the brinke and in the 1awes of death ) he now becommeth 
a witnefſe againſt himſelfe,and confeſteth before all the whole company, That he it was 
neere Loſanta,who murthered his owne Sonne _ with a Piſtol, and who ſince poy- 
ſoned his ©wne wife Heſter with a muske Mellon, for which two foule and inhumane 
fatsof his,he ſaid,h< from his heart and ſoule begged pardon and remiſſion of God. 
Here upon this his confeſtion, ſome of the company ride.away to Fribourg, and ac- 
quaint the Criminall Officers of 1uſtice thereof 3 who ſpeedily ſend two Chirurgions to 
dreſle his wounds, and foure Sergeants to bring Yaftz thither alive, if poſlibly they can. 
They ſearch his wounds,and although they finde them mortall, yet they believe he may 
live three or foure dayes longer. So they bring him to Foray in a Cart, and there hee 
likewiſe confeſleth to the Magiſtrates his two aforeſaid bloudy and cruell Murthers, 
drawnethereunto as he ſaith, by the treacherous allurements and temptations of the 
Devill : So the ſame day, they for ſatisfaCtion of theſe his unnaturall crimes, doe con- 
demne him to be hanged, and then his body to be burnt to aſhes; which is accor- 
dingly executed in Friboxrg, in the preſence of a great concourſe of people, who came 
to ſee. him take hislaſt farwell of the. world, but they thinking and expeGting that hee 
would have made ſome religious ſpegch at his death, hee therein deceived their hopes 
anddeſires: for he onely prayed to himſelfe privately, and then repeating the Lords 
rayer,and the Creed, and recommending his foule to God, and his body to Chxiſtian 
buriall, without once mentioning or naming his ſonne George , his wife Heſter, 'or his 
{trumpet Salzza, he ( lifting np his eyesto heaven)was turned'over3 and although (be- 
ing a tall and corpulent man) hethere brake the rope and fell, yet he jyggs found ſtarke 
dead on the ground. a, | 4 
*- Andthuswas the wretched life, and deſerved death of this bloudy ſter of Na- 
ture 7aſtz.May we therefore reade this his Hiſtory to Gods glory; an ur oWne re- 
Formation. © ' a” 


IP 


The End of the Fifth "Booke. ; «x6 


TO THE 


RIGHT HONOVRABLE 
SIR TAMES STANLEY KNIGHT OF 
the!Bath, Lord Strange, Sonneand Heirgapparant 


to William Earle of Derby, one of the moſt ancientKnights 
of the illuſtrious Order of the Garter. 


E221 He firſl time that F had the honour to ſee and 
1G Re ol 420 your Lord/bip was in France, when you 
1 EN Sol ben began your travels, accompanied with your 
"FPS EM : Noble and Generous younger brother Sir 
Ant &&.1 Robert Stanley, ( likewiſe Knight of the 
EEE Bath)who now liverwith God: And (if my fanc 
Jy fancy 
deceive nos my Fudgement ) it is equally worthy bothof my thoughts, 
and of your Lordfhips memory, to ſee bow propitious God bath fance 
proved to your content, and remaines to your felicity, in ſo highly re- 
compenſing this your lofſe of a Noble Brother with the rich gift of 
« Vertuous Wife, your Right Flluſtrions I_ady, who t deſcen- 
ded from no meaner bouſe than the famous Dukes of 1 removille 
by ber Father,and the Vittorious Princes of Orenge by ber Mo- 
ther,and who being tranſplanted from France, and ( in the Sacred 
Bonds of Marriag?) here matched and incorporated to your Lord- 


(hip 
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ſhip,batb(by the Mercy and Providence of God)in a few yeares 

brought you many (weet Olive Plants and Branches to perpety- 
ate your ancient Name , and moſe Honourable Family of the 
 Stanleyes: '-- F, . 

And what are all theſe benefitr of Nature, and bleſsings of 
Grace,wbich God bath /o opportunely ſent,and graciouſly given you, 
in and by them,but ſuch, and ſo ſublime and tranſcendent, that they 
are ſtrong proofes of his Mercy and Goodneſle towards you, and 
1 doubt not but(in a pious reſolution) your Lordſhip reciprocally makes 
them the cauſe of your eternall gratitude and thankfulneſſe to bis ſa- 
cred Maieſty: for the ſame. 

eAnd indeed who can poſiibly bave,or conceive a different thought, 
that obſerves gp ou Lordſhip condufts all your ations by Realon, 
and not by Pais10n : T hat as 30u efleeme Vertue, to be the chie- 
feſt eartbly Honour, ſo.you Hemi value Piety and Giodlineſſe 
to be the beſt and moſt Soveraigne V ertues. That 30u are confident, 
_ that in Hearts and Soules whichare well and fairely endowed, 
Honour and Honeſty /bould ftul bee T'nins.or inſeparable (om- 
panions and [ndrviduals,becauſe the former without the latter, us but 
as fire of (raw to the Sunne-ſhine; and to ſhut up this point, that your 
Honour gives the chiefeſt funftions and faculties of Jour Soule to 
God, andthe ſecond to the proſperity aad ſervice of your Prince 
and Conntrey, that being the true marke of a Religious Chriſtian, 
and this of an excellent Subiet,and Honourable Patriot. 

Aud this (my good Lord was the Originallcauſe,andtheſe are the 
prevailing Motroes aud Reaſons, wby F trench ſo farre upon your 
Lordſhipi Greatneſſe and Goodneſle, in proffering up this my 
Sixth and laſt Booke of Gods Revenge againſt Murther, 20 
your Noble ProteCtion and Patronage ; not that your LLord- 
[hip is the laſt in my AﬀeCtion and Leale, much leſſe in my Re- 
ſpects and Obſervance : But that F could give no [atisfafion to 
my ſelfe,beforeF had prefixed your Illuſtrious Name, to this my 

unpoliſbed Worke,and befere F bad given a publike teſtimony to the 
whele world in generall, and moreeſpecially to our little world En- 
F gland 
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gland inparticular, what place and power your Honmrable Birth 
and V ertues have deſervedly taken up in m9 heart, and worebily 
purchaſcd in my moſt reſerv:d and mure affettion. | 

The Hiſtories which this Booke relates, are mem:rable and 
mourne/ull, and to give your Honour my opinion of them, they are as 


lamentable for th? bloud) fats, as memorable for the ſharp?, yet juſt 


puniſhments inflitted for the ſame;wherein Gods ſacred iuſticeand 
Revenge(wth equall I ruth and Glory ) triumphed ore their 
wretched Perpetrators.I have caſt them in a low Region of language, 
and therefore if they come ſhort of your Lordſhips accurate Fudgement, 
myPreſumption tn this my Dedication to yon, hath ng other bope 
of excuſe or pardon,then to fite to your Lordſhip) innate Coodaeſſe, 
and to appeale to your known and approved Gzeneroſitie and Can- 
dor, as making it your Honourable Ambition tocheriſh Vertue 
in all men,and o defend it a; ainfl unjuſt ſcandal, and malitions de- 
traction 

Proceed my Lord as you have fairely and fortunately beganne, in 
the happs exerciſe and progreſſe of Piety, V ertue and Honour ; 
and as the bopes are now ours, ſo may1the happy fruus and effetts ther - 
of.infall;b!3 ſtill prove your 1_ordſhips hereafter, untill t bave per- 
fetted and compleated 30u to bee a moſt Illuſtrious Patterne of 
Coodneſſein this world, and a glorious Saint in that tocome, the 
which none ſhall pray to God for with more true Lieale, nor defire 


L 


with more unfaigned AﬀeCtion,then 


Your Honours humbleſt 


devoted Servant, 
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THE GROV NDS AND 


CONTENTS OF THESE HISTORIES 


HisT. AAVL 


Imperia for the love ſhee bearer to young Morolini, ſeduceth and cauſeth him ( with his two 
conſorts, Aſtonicus and Donato) to ſtifle to death her old hnsband Palmerius in his bed ; 
Morolini aisfortunately letting fall his gloves in Palmerius bis chamber that night which 
he did it They are found by Richardo the Nephew of Palmerius, who knowes them to bee 

+ Moroſinies,and doth thereupon accuſe him and his Aunt Imperia,for the Murther of his Vu» 
kle,. $0 they together with their acc2ſſaries Alconcus and Donato.are all foure of thex: aþ= 
prehended and hanged for the ſame. 


WiST. ALSFIL 


Father Jaftinian a Prieſt, 4J Adrian an Ine keeper, peyſon De Laurier, who was todeed in bis 
houſe, and then bury him iz his Orchard ; where a month after a Wolfe digs bim up, and devoures 
a great part of his body , which Father Juſtic1an and Adrian underſianding, they flye pos the 
ſame, but areafterward: bothof then appreh:nd:d and hanged forit. 


H1isT. X XVIII: 


Hippolito ewrthereth Garcia is the ſtreet by night, for the which he is hanged. Dominica and her 
Chamber -m ide Denifa poyſoneth ber Husbaud Roderigo; Deniſa sfterward: irangleth bey 
own new borne Babe, and throwes it intoa Pond, for the which ſheis hanged ; on the Ladder ſhe 
confeſſed that ſhe w.4s acceſſary, with her Lady Dominica in the poyſoning of ber Huiband Ro- 
derigo z for thewhich Dom'nica zs apprebended, and likewiſe hanged. 


AI19YT, ELK. 


Sandtifiore (»pox promiſe of marriage) 2ets Urſina with childe, and then efterwerds wery ingrates« 
fu'ly and treacheroufly rejeGeth her, and marries Bertranna : Urſina being ſenſible of this her 
diſgrace diſguiſeth her ſelfe in a Friers habit , and with a caſe of Piſtols kils S$anRifiore as he is 
walking in the fields, for the which ſhe is hanged. 


H1sST. XXX. 


De Mora #reach-ro»/ly kils Palura is 6 Duellwith two Piſtols : His Lady Bellinda with the 
aide of her Gentleman Mher Ferallo , pcyſoneth ber Husbaud De Mora, and afterwards ſhee 
marrieth and murthereth her ſeid Hurband Ferallo is his bed ; ſo ſheis burat alive for thit her 
laft murther, and ker aſhes throwne into the aire for the firit. 


X x GODS 


Hiſt, XXVI. 


GODS REVENGE 


AGAINST 


THE CRYING AND 


Execrable Sinne of Murther. 
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HisTory X XVI. 


Imperia for the love ſhee beares to young Moroſini, ſeduceth and canſeth him ( with his two 
conſorts, Aſtonicus and Donato) to ſtifle to death her old hushand Palmerius in his bed 3 
Morolini zvisfor tunately letting fall his gloves in Palmerius his chamber that night which 
he did i They are found by Richardo the Nephew of Palmerius, who knowes them to bee 
Moroſinies,and doth thereupon accuſe him and his Aunt Imperia,for the Murther of his Vu= 
kle, So they together with their acceſſaries Aſtonicus and Donato,are all forre of thexz ap- 
prehendedand hanged for the ſame. 


Hole Intemperate and laſcivious affeCtions which ſavour 
| moreof Farth than Heaven, are ſtill attended on with 
ſhame and repentance, and many times followed by miſerie 
and confuſion: For God being our Maker by Creation,and 
our Saviour by Redemption , conſequently ſhould bee of 
ourloves and affeftions, and the true and ſole obje, in 
whom onely they ſhould begin and terminate: For Nature 
muſt bee a handmaide, not a Miſtreſle to Grace, becauſe 
God ( in his Divine decree and cteation of man ) hath 
made our bodies mortall, but our ſoules 'immortall. And - 
the like Antitheſis which thereis betweene Luſt and Charity , thefame thereis be- 
tween ſinnefull adultery and ſanCtified marriage.But where our youthfull affections be- 


ginne in whoredome, and end in murther, what can bee there expected tor an iflue , 
|, Rx 2 but 
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but ruine and ceſolation. Crimes no lefle than theſe doth this inſuing Hiſtory re- 
port andrelate : A Hiſtory I confefle, fo deplorable for the perſons, their fatts and 
puniſhment-, that I had Jixtle pleaſure to penne it, and leſle yoy to iſh it 3 but 
that thetruth and manner thereof gave a contrary Law to''my relolutions, in giving 
it a place among the reſt of my Hiſtories 5 That the ſight and prrory'yem. of o- 


thers harmes, may the more carefully and conlcionably teach ys to avoid and prevent 
our Owne. $7 


% 


He free Eſtates and Common-weates of 77aly, more eſpecially the famous 
Seigniory of Venice (which for wealth and power gives place to noother 
of Chriſtendome)holds it no degree of diſparagement, but rather an hap- 
py and honourable vertue in their Nobles and Gentlemen, to exerciſe the 
| facultie and profeſſion of Merchants, the which'they Generally perforaie 
in Tirkie,and all other parts of the levant Seas, with as much profit as glory,to the ad- 
miration of the whole world , and the envy of their private and publike enemies : of 
which number of Venetian Gentlemen, Seignior Azgels Moroſini1s one, a young man, 
of ſome twenty and foure yeares of age,deſcended of a Noble name and —_——_— 
reports bee true)from whence ours here in Erglandderives their Originall : Hee is tall 
and ſlender of ſtature, of a lovely ſanguine complexion, a bright Cheſtnut-cotoured 
haire,butasyet adorned with a ſmall apparitionof a beard : He isaGtive of body,of a 
ſweete carriage,and nimble wit,and a moſt pleaſing and gracefullſpeech;and hee is not 
ſo.young, but he hath already made two ſeverall voyages to Conſtantinople and Alexan- 
driain both which hee reſided ſome five or ſix yeares, and through his wiſdome and 
induſtry wonne ſome wealth, but more reputation and fame, in ſo much as his deport- 
ments and hopes,to the eye and judgment of the world, promiſeth him a fortune equal, 
if not exceeding his bloud and extraction. Holding it therefore rather a ſhame thana 
glory as yet to marry,or which is a thouſand times worſe,to paſle his time vainly and la- 
{civioully at home among the Ladyes and courtiſans of Yenice, upon whome (by the 
way of a premonition and-precaution ) hee ſaw ſo many deboſhed young Callants to 
caſt away their eſtates and themſelves,hee aſſumes his former ambition to travell , and 
ſo undertakes a third voyage to Conſtantinople: He embarkes himſelfe upon a good ſhip 
named the Little Saint Marke of Venice,and in company of Seignior Aſtonichus , and Se- 
zonior Philippe Donato,likewiſe two young Gentlemen, Merchants of Venice, of his deare 
and intimate acquaintance(with a pleaſant gale and merry wind , they et ſaile from 
Malanoca,the Port of that City;and ſo direct and ſhape away their courſe for the iſlands 
of Corfu and zant, where they are toſtop , andtakein ſome commodities , and from 
thence thorow the Archipelagus , by Candy and Cyprus, tothe port of the Great Sergrzor- 
But as men propoſe,and God diſpoſeth of all terreſtriall actions and accidents ſo they 
are overtaken by a ſtorme, and with contrary windes put into the Harbour and City of 
Ancona, arich , populousand ſtrong City which belongs tothe Pope , and whichis the 
Capitall of that Province of the Marca Anconitonu,from whence it aſlumes and takes its 
denomination , and wherein there are well neare three thouſand Tewes ſtill reſident , 
who pay a great yearly Revenue to his Holineſſe . The wind being as yet contrary for 
our three Venetian Gallants, and they knowing that our Lady of Loretto ( the great» 
eſt and moſt famous Pilgrimage of the chriſtian world) was but fifteene {mall mes off 
inthe Countrey, whereas yet they had nevyereither of them beene , they in meere de- 
yotion ride thither, their ſhip now being faſt anchored and mored in the Peere of Az- 
coxa,which ſtands on the Chriſtian ſide, upon the Adriatique Sea , Vulgarly tearmed 
thegulte of Venice. ces 
An 
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And here it isneither my purpoſe or deſire to write much,either of the-{ pretended) 
pietie of this holy chappell of Loretto, whichthe Romanilts ſay was the very Chamber 
wherein the Virgin Mary brought up her Sonne,our Saviour Teſus Chriſtz or of her Pi- 
ure which they hkewiſe alleadge was drawne by the- hand and pencil! of the Apoſtle 
Sint Luke,and both the one and the other , as they aftirme miraculoutly brought ovet 
the Seas from Palejtine by Angelle,and firſt placed by them on the hils ofReca2nati(three 
little milesthence ) and long lince by the faid Angels tranſlated and placed here in this 
ſinall towne of Loretto But as for my ſelfe, this legend 1s too weak to paſle current with 
my faith, much leſle toeſteeme itasan article of my Creed. Onely this I will confeſle 
and ſay.Thatas it was devotion,not Curiokitie which carried our Moroſini,Aſtonicus and 
Donatothither : ſoit was my cuntolhitie,not my Devotion which made mee to take the 
fight thereof in my Travells. Where in the rich and ſumptuous Quire of a ſtately Ca- 
thedrall Church,l ſaw this little old Brick Chamber(now tearmed the Holy Chappel) 
verie richly adorned with great varietie of maſlte Gold and Silver Lampes,and this Pi- 
&ure of the bleſled Virgin 1aa ſhrine of Silver, moſt richly decked with Chaines and 
Robes,imbrotdered with Gold and filver , and ſet with pretious Stones of ineſtima le 
valew,which(to expreſle the truth in one word)bred much admiration in mythoughts, 
but no venerationatall in my heart.So [leave Loretto, and returne againe toour Hiſto- 
ry,which wasthe onely ReliquethatI brought thence. 

The two firſtdayes, our three Veretian Gallants viſit this holy Chappell with much 
ſolemnity and devotion, where not to Jeſus the Sonne, but to Mary the Mother they of- 
fer up their prayers, and pay their vowes of thankfulneſle for their deliverance ' tack 
the late ſtorme which put them and their ſhip in ſafety at Ancona. But the third day 
there betidesan unexpected accident to Morofini, which will adminiſter matter and life 
to this Hiſtory. He leaves his twofriends and companionsin bed, and ſteales away to 
theholy Chappe], where being on his knees at hisdevotian,' hee neere to him, ſees a 
ſweet young gentlewoinan likewiſe on her knees at her devotion and oriſons very rich 
in apparell, but incomparably faire and beautifull. Hee curiouſly markes her Roſcar 
Lilly Cheekes,her piercing Eye,the Amber 'Treſles of her Haire,her Alablaſter Necke 
and Paps, and her ſtreight and (leader waſt, all which made her to bee the P.jde and 
Glory of nature ;At whoſe ſight and contemplation;his minde is ſo ſodainely inflamed 
with affection to her,that he who heretofore conld not poſſibly be drawne to love any 


Gentlewoman, or Mayden, now deſpight of himſclfe (and ot his contrary inclination - 


and re{olution)hee at tir(t ſ1ght isinforced to love her, and only her. For the more hee 
ſees her,the more hee atteCts her;which engendereth ſuch ſtrange motions, and ſodaine 
paſtions in his heart, that the ſweetnefle of this ſv:cet object, enforced his eyes ince(- 
{antly to gaze onher both with affection and admiration. - Our Moroſ7#i would faine 
haue boorded and ſaluted her there ,but that hee would not make Heaven fo much 
{toope to Earth, nor prophane the holinefle of his afte&ion and of this place with ſuch 
impictie. Butat laſt ſeeing hertoriſe from her prayers, and fo todepart the chap- 
pell, hee could not, hee would not foleave her, nor forlake the benefit of this 
{weer opportunity to make himſelfe knowne to her; When withdrawing his devotion 
from the old Lady of Loretto to give it tothis his young Lady ( and pretended Mi- 
ſtris ) in Loretto, hee trippes away aſter her, into the body of the Church,where {ceing 
her onely attended, by a well clad Boy and her young waiting Gentlewoman, (after 
falutes on both (ides performed,) hee there profererh her his lervicein theſe generall 

Tearmes. | 
Moreſ.l know not {weet young Lady,whether I may tearme my ſclfe happy or unfor - 
tunate, in being this morning honoured with the ſight of ſo beautiftil] a Nymph, and 
Virgin as yourſelte,becaufe inthinking to gain my ſoule,l feare 1 have loſt my heart in 
the amorous extaſies of that delicious Object and contemplation ; therefore [ beſeech 
you thinke 1t not ſtrange, that having received my wound from your beauty, I flie to 
L SK $ Your 
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your Courtelie for my cure and remedy thereof; and that ſeeing you ſo weakely guar- 
ded, preſume to requeſt the favour of you, that you will pleaſe to accept of myCompa- 
ny toreconduct you to my home. 

This young Lady,(ceing her ſelfe ſo much gazed on by this unknowne Gentleman 
in the holy chappell.and now {o courteouſly ſaluted by him in the Church, ſhee could 
not refraine fromdying her Lilly Cheekes with a Vermillian bluſh, when having too 
much beauty to be too unkind,aud yet too much Coyneſle and modelty at firſt to prove 
too courteous to him,ſhee(brooking her name well Jreturncs him this anwer. 

Imp.Sir you being ſo happie to have given up your Soule this morring in your devo- 
tion tothe bleſI-d Lady of this place, 1 donot a little wonder, that you ſu ſoone pro- 
phane it, by endevoring to make m.e believe, that you have loſt your heart 1n the con- 
templation of ſo poore,and fo unworthy a beautie as mine;For hercin as you prephane 
your zeale to her,fo your atieftion to me;fith that ſhould be more ſacred,and this not fo 
much faigned or hypocriticall. But ſuch wounds ſtill cary their cures with them, and 
therefore as my beauty was not capable to occaſion the one, ſo ſhall not my court: fie be 
guilty in granting the other : jk my weake guard bee not ſtrong enough tocondutt mee 
tomy home, my innocencyand chaſtity are, as alſo to defend mee from the ſnares and 
lures of thoſe Gentlemen, whoſe beſt vertue conſiſts more in their tongues then their 
ſoules, and more in their complements then their aCtions3 Of which number fearing 
and taking you tobe one, and my fathers houſe being ſonigh, I ſhall not want your 
company,becauſe as I deſerveo I deſire itnot, and therefore I will leave you, and yet 
not without leaving my-thankes with you, for this your proffered favour, and unexpes 
ted courtelie. ' | 

Although Morgſzxi could not refraine from ſmiling at this herſharpe and witty an» 
ſwer,yet hee ſeeing his complement retorted,and his courteſie returned with a refuſal}, 
hee could not yet refraine from biting his lip thereat.But againe conſidering herto bee 
exceeding faire and vertuous , and hoping withall that her father might likewiſe prove 
rich, hee would not diſgrace-his breeding nor make himſelfe a Novice in Love to bee 
put off with this her firſt repulſc,but againe ſounds her in theſe tearmes. 

Morgſ'My devotion tothe mother. of our Saviour doth not prophane, burT hope blefle 
and ſanQtifie my aff-&ionto you, and therefore if it bee notthe cuſtome ofthe young 
Ladyes and Gentlewomen of Lorettotouſc ſtrangers with this diſcourtetie, I cannot be- 
lieve that you would purpoſly thusexerciſe your wit in my patience,by inflifting on me 
this your unjuſt refuſall. As for your feigned ſhewes of Hypocriſie: Iam as innocent of 
them as you ſuſpe&and tearme mee guilty, and have no more ſnares or lures in profer- 
ring you my atfeCtion and ſervice, than that which your pure beautie and chaſt vertues 
give mee. Neither amT of the number of thoſe Gentlemen, whome you pleaſe to tra- 
duce and diſparage becauſe their hearts and tongues agree not, or for that their ations 
prove not their ſpeeches, and complements —— I as much diſdaine as you con- 
demne them; Therefore if you cannot give mee the courteſie, I pray at leaſt lend mee 
the favour,that Imay waite on you to your fathers houſe;whomel ſhall ever bee readie 
to ſerve with asmuch humilitie for your ſake, as to cheriſh and obey your ſelfe with af- 
' feCtion for mine owne. 

This anſwer of Moroſini makes this young Gentlewoman ( whoſe name heand we 
ſhall anon know) as ſweetly calme, as right now ſhe was unkindly paſlionate, ſothat 
looking ſtedfaſtly on him,& compoling her countenance rather to {miles than frownes, 
ſhe rejoynes with him thus. 

Imp. It is the cuſtome of the Ladies and Gentlewomen of Loreto, to uſe Strangers 
rather with too much reſpeCt than too little favuur, eſpecially thoſe Gentlemen who 
ſavour more of honour than vanity. If therefore I have any way wronged mine owne 
judgement,in ſuſpecting or not acknowledging your merits,l know 1 am yet as worthy 
of your excuſe as of yceur reprehenſion. Arp becauſe I underſtand by you, that you are 
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a ſtranger to this place though not to this Country, asalſothat you ſeeme to be ſoim- 
portunately deſirous and willing to conduct me to my fathers houſe ; I will therefore 
give a contrary Law tomy owne will, and now maxe civility diſpence with my difcre- 
tion by accepting of this your kind proffer, and you ſhaltnot accompany mee thi- 
ther to him, with ſo much reſpeft and zeale, as I will you with obſervance and 
thankes. 

W hich kinde ſpeech ſhe had no ſooner delivered and Moroſeni received , but hee 
againe cloſed with her thus : 

Morof. Sweet Lady,this courteſlie pf yours ſeconding your beauty, ſhall eternally ob- 
lige me to your ſervicezand in requitall thereof, I will ever eſteeme it my beſt happt- 
meſlſc to receive your Fathers commands, and my chiefeſt felicity and glory roexecute 
yours: When reciprocally exchang ing ſalutes, hetakes her by the hand and arme, and 
very gracefully conducts her to her Fathers houſe, not farre off from this ſumptuous 
Church, and by the way thither ( among other ſpeeches and complements hee g1thers 
from her that her Fathers name 1s Signior Hierome Bondino, and hers Donna Tperia,his 
only Daughter. Wherein he for the former fame of his wealth and the preſent (ight of 
her Beauty doth both delight and glory, as dreaming of a future felicity which he ſhall 
enioy in her {ight and company 3 whereof for the time preſent he hath farre more rea- 
ſon to flatter than to aſlure himſelfe. 

"Now we muſt here underſtand that this Sig177or Bondino her Father, isa Gentleman 
of an ancient houſe and noble deſcent and of a very great eſtate hoth inlandsand 
meanes,and withall he was exceeding covetous, as glorying more in his wealth tharin 
his generoſity,and more in his faire and beautifull Daughter 7zzperia, then in any other 
of his Children. Here Moroſ7#i brings 7zperia home, and the preſents him and his courte- 
fieto herFather, who receives him reſpecttully and kindely thankes him for this his 
obſervance and honour to his daughter : who led by the luſtre ofher eyes, and the de- 
licacy of her beauty, was ſoextreamely inflamed with affection towards her, as at that 
very inſtant he proclamed himſelfe her S-rvant, and ſhe the Lady Regent of his heart 
and deſires, and then it was that he firſt acquainted her with his name and quality, with 
his intended voyage to Corſtantinople,but chietely with his conſtant deſire and refoluti- 
on to ſeekeher in marriage both ofherſelfe and her father. Wherefore to contra@ this 
Hiſtory into a narrow Volumne,I will paſſe over his often courtings and viſits of her.as 
alſo thoſe ſveet ſpeeches, and amorous diſcourſes and conferences which paſt between 
themAuring the ſpace of three weeks; wherein the wind proving contrary to his voy- 
age, proved therefore propitious to this his ſute and affeCtion In which time he proved 
himſclfe ſo expert a Scholler(or rather a Maſter ) in the Art of Love,that he exchanged 
hearts with her,obtained her affection and conſent to be his Wife upon his firſt returne 
from Conſtantinople,but yet it was wholly impoſlible either for him or her to draw her 
fathers conſent hereunto, although many times he {ought it of him with prayers, & ſhe 
with teares. For he making wealth to be the very image and 1dol of his devotion, and 
gathering that Moroſei's birth farre exceeded his ſtate and meanes, as alſo that in his 
Opinion,that his eſtate was yct farre greater than his capacity or judgement, hee would: 
never hearken to him, much leſle give way that hee ſhould be hisSonne in Law : but 
with much obſtinacy and reſolution, vowed that hee would firſt rather ſee his Daugh- 
ter married to her grave than to him, the which froward and harſh reſolution of his, 
makes our two loversexceedingly to grieve and lament thereat. But how to remedy 
it they know not. Moron; now acquaints his two conforts Aſtonicus and Donato with his 
afteion to 7»peria,and brings them the next morning to ſee her, who highly commend 
his choice, and extoll her beauty and vertues to the skiesz They in Moroſni's behalfe 
deale effeftually with Boxdinotodraw his conſent to this match, mount his praiſes and 
merits as high as Heaven,and in a word, they leave no friendly office, orreaſonsunift- 
tempted to perſwade and induce him hereunto, but they ſpeake ether to the winde,or. 
te 
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hell, ſhee grants his firſt requeſt herein with ſilence, bur his ſecond with a free 
and cheerefull conſent, VVhen (as two wretched and bloady miſcreants) they reci- 
procally ſweare ſecrefie herein cach roother, as alſo that they will ſpeedily diipatch 
him, and fo in a very ſhort time after marry cach other,and no longer live in Azcons but 
m Venice, But what a farall, what a helliſh contraft was this, which they equally con- 
firme as well with oathes as kiffes, ; and how atone time doe I pitty both their yourh 
andfolly, and hate their obſcene affeftions each to other ; and their foule crimes unto 


God herein '! They cannot content themſelves with luſt but with blood, for they are 


ſo reſolutely inhumane ard impious, as they willneeds adde murther to adulrery, as 
if one of theſe two foule finnes were not enough ſi;fficient to make both of them wret- 
ched in this life, if not miſerablein that tocome ; butthe devill is fo ſtrong withthem 
asthey vow to advance, & diſdaine toretire in the perperration of this deplorable buſi- 
neſſe ;So from the matter they proceed to the manner hereof, Moroſinipropoſeth poy- 
ſon, bur T»peria reje&s this his opinion, as being dangerous both in the precuring, - 
and adminiſtring. When ſhee propoundeth ro have him ſtifled by night in his bed, to 
the which after ewo or three pauſe s 2nd conſiderations, hee will and freely conſen- 
terh. So hereon they both doe fin-I'y 2treeand reſolve. Bur becauſe Moroſori 
knowes his 7wperia to be a wiſe 2nd weske woinan, and therefore fitter for connſel! 
than execution, and himſelfe aloiie” peradvi nture nor ſtrongenough (with ſaferv) to 
erforme it without ſome other mens aſſiſtance, hee rherefcre tells her that hee will 
ikewiſe engage his faichfull friends and companiors Aſtenicus and Donato herein. But 
Imperia is extreamely againſt ir, as grounding her «p,r+henfion and feare npon this 
Maxime. That as one is more capable and proper to keepe counſell then two, ſocon- 
ſequently are ewo than foure. But when (in enſwer hereof) hee vowes and 
ſwearesro her thatthey areno leffe his faichfull friends and ſervants than hee hers ; 
then (with much alacrity and joy) ſhee . yeelds thereunto, fo they confirming 
this rheir agreement with many oathes, and ſealing it with a world of 
kifſes, hee leaves this his faire ſweet-heart in bed, and ar breake of diy departs 
from her, and ſo hies him home to his owne Lodging to his twacompanions 
Aſtoxicus and Donato, who ( the premiſes conſidered ) doe perfeQiy know, at what 
midnight Maſſe he hath beene, what ſhrine he hath viſited, and what Saint adored and 
rayed to. 
: Some three houres after they all call for their breakfaſts, the which as ſoone as they 


have taken and ended, ( for ſtillas yet the winde is contrary for them ro ſer faile for . 
 Fenice) Moroſinj pray*s themforthwith to walke with himup to che Domo (or Cathe- 


drall Church) of that Citie which ſtands over iton a high rockie hill, and chere proud- 
ly lookes up toward the Mountaines of Loretto, and Recagnati, and downe tothe azurd 
plaines and valleyes of the Adriatique Sea (whereon Boreas rings his Northerne peales, 
and Neptuwe danceth his Southerne Layolta's. ) So here in this famous Church, 
( which was built for offering up religious prayers to God, and not for making up bloo- 
dy conferences and contracts to, and with the devill) 4orsff#3 firſt acquaints them 
with this buſinefſe, and with his, and his Tmperiaes moſt earneſt prayers, and affe- 
Qionate requeſts for their aſſiſtance therein ; Sich the life of her old doating Hus- 


*þand was 'nolefle their affiiftion and miſery, then'this his death would infallibly 


provetheir proſperity, triumph and glory , becauſe ſhee was formerly contr2&edro 
himſelfe, long before hee- married her : which ſhee was enforced and conftrained 
todoe through the cruelty and tyrannie of her Father. Now as their needs nor ma- 
ny good words and perſwafions ro baſe hearts, and pollutedand prophane ſonles, who 
of rhemſelves are already diſpoſed to wickednefſe, and prepared co finfall ations: 
So (becauſe of Moroſisi's old friend(hip and familiarity, of wperias beauty, and bcr 
old hasband Palmerivs his exceeding great wealth and riches) theſe two gracelefle 
wretches 4ſfovicws and Donato doe cheerefully promiſe Moroſeui, the very urmot} 
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of their poſſible powers tor the accompliſhment hereof, whercan they all three doe 
there ſolemnly and interchangeably give their hands and oathes, as alſo for ecernall 
ſecrefie. Which done they rewurne to their Lodging zand ar dinner(when they hadpur- 
poſely ſent away their Servants, asalſo choſe of che houſe) they in very greac glafles of 
Albanis wine, doe'on their knees driate healths co the proſperirie of this their intended 
great buſin<fſe: The which after dinner Morofomi( wich mych joy) fully relates to his Twpe- 
14s, and ſhee (fer her part)underſtands and recezves ic from him with no lefle delight and 
exhilaration. When being (as ſtrongly ſeduced and provoked by their laſcivious deſires, 
as they were meerely propagated and engendered by the Devill who was the firſt and 
fole Author thercof) impatient ofall delayes they conclude tofiuith this buſinefle the 
ſecond night afrer, which (as I have becne credibly iaformed in Avcogg ) was the very 
Eve of the purification of the bleſſed Virgin Mary f.» famous and tamouled in Lererto, and 
and hereon theſe our ewo luſtfalland lewd Lovers Moroſesi a':d Imperis doe give and take 
exaQ and curious directions each from other, bothot che hoc and the manner, thereby 
the berter codiſpatch it, with «fe danger and more affurance and facilitie ; And they are 
ſo laſcivious in their wiſhes, ſo vaine and prophane in their hop:s,{o crucll and inbumane 
in their defires, and fo fierce and bloody in their reſolutions, as they think every hoare 
an age before they ſee ir effected. 

All this while our innocent and harmelefle old Palmerins, albeit he have the will,bur nor 
the power tovleaſe his young wife Jeperis by night, yet by day ( yeaard almoſt every 
day Yhe hath both the power and willto beſtow ſome rich gifts and preſentson her, and 
ror-ine downe ſhowers of Gold into her lap, as Teve did to his faire Dange, andas one 
way he held ir his felicity to gaze & contemplate on the excell: ncy of her pure beauty,ſo 
againe he made ir his delight and glory to ſee her flant ir our in rich and brave gpparell, 
and alſo to provide her the moſt rareſt Viands and dainticſt dyet that goldor filver could 
procure, But poore Palmerivs(11 this coſt and courteſte of thine to thy wife notwirhſtan- 
ding) I am enforcedto write with ©quall pitty to chee, and ſhame to her, little doſt thou 
conceive or thinke, whata dangerous Cockarrice or peraitious Viper thou harboureſt in 
harbouring her in thy Houſe, thy Bed, thy Boſome. 

The diſinall night being now come, which theſe foure execrable perſons have deſigned 
and deſtined for the finiſhing of this deplorable buſinefc. Ir is no ſooner twelve of the 
Clock by Moroſeaies watch,bur hee with 4ſtonicus and Dongto(with their Rapiers and Pi- 
ſtols without any lighe)iſſue forth cheir lodging, and preſently trip to Pulmerins houſe, 
where (according to promiſe ) they fiad rhe tireec dowre aliccle open and Imperia(asa fp- 
ry of hell):here ready to receivethem, when although it were a time and plac* far more 
ficter for them to tremble chan kifſe;er ſo fervent is the fire of Moroſist & Iperies laſcivis 
ous & furious affetionas they cannot yer refreine from giving ezch other one, or two at 
leaſt. When leaving Dozgto(with his Rapier drawre)cloſe within the doore, to guard and 
make it good againſt ail oppoſing and intervening acciderts. Moroſint l-ads 1wperia by het 
right arme, & Aftoaicas by the lefr, and ſo for the more ſecurity (purpolſ: ly) leaving their 
ſhoes below with Dozato,and Crawing on wollen pumpes, rhey all three aſcend the ſtaires 
when ſhe (wich wonderfull fileace) firſt conduftsrhem to her owne chamber (hich was 
ſome two diſtant from her (husbands)where the windowes being cloſe ſhut, and aſmall . 
wax candle burning on her table, and ber prayer booke by ir wherein (ſtill expeRiog the 
houre of midnizhr) ſhe filently read whiles the Dev1il held che card'e ro ter, ſhee there 
gives each of them a pillow to work chis damnable fa, havirg ſilently given ſuch order, 
that her husbands Nephew Richardo, and 31! the ſervants of the houſe, were gone tobed 
above three hcures before : Thus this treacherous ſhe- devill 7zwperza ( for I can no more 
tearme her a woman, wuch lefle a wife, and leaſt of all a Chriſtian) is the fatall guide ro 
bloody Moroſez 3nd Aftonicur, who brings them firſt ro the doore of her old Hus» 
band Palmerius his Chamber, which ſhee had purpoſely left a little open, and then to 
his bed, who is deepely and ſoundly {l:eping ta his innocency towards them, as they 
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were bur too too wide waking in their invetetare malice againſt him, ſhee keeping the 
doore, and Moroſini ſtanding by one fide of the bed, and 4ſtosicus by'the other, they there 
(in regard of his imporencie and weakenefle) doe eaſily ſtifle him to death, not ſo much 
as ſuffering him either once to crie or ſcreech , and then to make ſure worke, they ſpee- 
dily and violently chruaſt a ſmall Orenge into his mouth, thereby the better ro coyer and 
colour out this their villavie ro the world, iri making all men beleeye,that it was Palorerins 
himſelfe who had put that Orenge into his owne mouth, thereby purpoſely to deſtroy 
himſelfe ; when leaving his breathlefſe body in his bed, they ſecretly iflue forth the 
Chamber. and ſhe drawes faſt the doore after her,and ſo deſcends with them downe the 
ſtaires to the ſtreer-doore, where with much triumph, joy, and thankes betweene them 
all, Moroſiai giving his 7-peris many kifſes, and ſhee defiring them all three immediately 
to repaire to their Lodgings, and not to ſtirre thence till they heare from her,which ſhee 
promiſeth Moreſ#nj ſhall be as ſoone as conveniently and poſſibly ſhee can, they depart 
home : When ſhee firſt ſoftly bolting rhe ſtreer-doore, and then her owne Chamber- 
doore, ſhee preſently (with much ſecuritie, and no repentance) betakes her (elfe to 
her bed, where (vilde wretch that ſhee is) ſhee no more wakes for griefe at the 
life, but now ſleepes for joy at the death of her old doating Husband Polmerius. 
Bur wee ſhall nor goe farre, before wee ſee God convert theſe her triumphs into 
reares, and this her falſe joy into true miſerie and confuſion for the ſame : The 
manner thus. | 

Whiles Moroſn3, Aſtozicur, and Donato doe in their Lodging , for joy of this their 
bloudie fat, carow{e the remainder of the night, and the next morning keepe their 
beds till nine of the clock, without once thinking of God or Heaven , or of fearing 
either Hell or Satan ; 1peris putting an Angels face on her diyelliſh heart, goes 
(according to her accuſtomed manner) about fixe of the clock in the morning away 
with her waiting-maid, and her prayer-booke and beads in hand, to heare Maffe at Saint 
Francis ( which is the Gray-Fryers ) Church neere to the Jewes Street, with an inten 
to ſtay there in her Oraiſons ill paſt eight. Bur let the reader judge, with what a pro- 
phane zeale and prodigious and impious devotion ſhe doth ir; as alſo farther know,that 
God who is the great Judge of Heaven and Earth (in his facred Juſtice) is now reſolved 
to bring this lamentable murthering of Palmerivs to deteRtion and light,and toproclaime 
-and publiſh it to the fight and knowledge of the world by a way no lefle ſtrange than 
remarkable. 

Within lefſe than halfe an houre that 7ezperia went away to Maſſe to Saint Francis 
Church, an Inne-keeper of Loretto, who dwelt there at the ſigne of the Crowne,named 
Antonio Herbas, arrives there in Azcona to Palmerius houſe, with a Letter for him from his 
Father Bendizo; who ſpeaking with his Nephew Richardo, hee delivereth and ſendeth 
up the Letter to his Unckle, who then opening the Latch of his Chamber doore, hee 
no ſooner entereth, but with his foot hee ſtumbles at a paire of rich Gloyes , which 
raking up, and knowing them to belong to Seigaior Moroſini, becauſe ſome two or three 
dayes together hee had ſeene him weare them, hee with a ſmile claps them into his 
pocker, and ſo giving his Ulnckle the good-morrow, hee advanceth up ro his bed, to 
+ deliver him this Letter : When withdrawing the curtaines, hee (contrarie to his ex- 
pettation) findes him dead,and well-neere cold in his bed, with a whole ſmall Orenge 
in his mouth ; whereat hee makes ſo lamentable and forrowfull an out-crie, that the 
noiſe thereof brings up two ſervants of the houſe, ro enquire and know whar the cauſe 
thereof might be: Who being likewiſe ſad ſpe&ators of this their Maſters ſodaine 
and*unforrcunate death, they conceive and beleeye, that hee had voluntarily ſtop- 
ped his owne breath , and deſtroyed himſelfe by putting this Orenge in his mouth, 
and thar his face" being blacke and ſwollen, was onely his owne ſtrugling for life 
a23inſt death ; which opinion of theirs , in common ſenſe and reafon was. probable 
enough, if God had not here reſolyed co diſprove it, in verifying and making appa- 
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rant the contrarie. For #3zchardo (who was of a pregnant wir, and of a tharpe and quicke 
2pprehenſion) conſidering that cheſe were Aoroſeai's Gloves which hee found there in 
his Unckles chamber; and his memorie now telling nts hearr, what laſcivious daliances 
and obſcene embraces and familizritie his eyes had harely ſeene and knowne berweene 
him and his Aunt 1m7eris, as allo rhat Gyd heretofore prompted and informed his 
ſoule, char chey both had an equall ſhare and hand in this lamentable marther of his 
Lackle, and that ic was farre better for him jultly ro raine her.now, then the unjuttly to 
bezger him hereafcer : Hee therefore (with ceares 1n his eyes) prayes the ſervants ro 
ay a lizcle while in the chamber with his dead Unckle til his retaurne ; and then (with 
thoſe Gloves in his pocket,and chis Letrer in his hand)) he ſpeeds away tothe Podeſtate 
{or criminall Judge) of this Citie, named Szignior Ludevicus Ceranzo, and in a paſlio- 
nate and forrowfall ſpeech makes him know as much as himielte knowes of this lamen- 
rabl- marcher of his Uackle Palmerins, for rhe which hee ſtrongly chargeth Xorofet 
and his ſaid Aunt Impyris to be che Author and Aftor, and {> craves Juſtice on them 
both for the ſame. "This grave perſonage 1s very ſorrowfull at this Jlamenrable accj- 
dent, and likewiſe at this relation and accuſation of Richards, as well for the manner: 
thereof, as for che qualitie of the perſons who he heares and tear2s are intereſted herein, 
when wa'kiny a turne or two, deepely contemplating hereon in his chamber, he ſics 
himſ:}fe downe ia his Chaire, and then (bidding Kichardo approach neerer to him) he 
ſeriouſly demands of him theſe foure Queſtions. Firſt, if he were afored thar theſe 
were Aoroſeui's Gloves ; to which Richardo anſwered , he perfectly knew them to be 
his, for that he had ſeene him weare them three or foure ſeveral! times. Secondly, 
where Moroſfni was lodged in that Citie ; whereat he replyed, that he and his two afſo- 
ciates, Aſtonicus and Donato, lay at the figne of the Ship upon the Key. Thirdly, where 
he thought his Aunt Ioperis now was ; whereat he tells him, ſhe is now in Saint Francis 
Church, in herdevorions, And fourthly, what Letter that was which he held faſt ſealed 
in his hand; when he alſo informed him, thar this was the very ſame Lerrer which he 
formerly told him of, the which Seignior Boadino (the Father to his Anne 2peria) ſent 
to his Unckle this morning from Loreto, by an Inne-keeper of that Towne, named 
Antonio Herbas, whom he ſaid he had brought along with him to attirm* fo much, the 
which being called up before the Podeſtare, he upon his corporall Oh did ſo: when 
rhe Podeſtare raking rhat Letter from Richardo, and breaking up the ſeales thereof, he - 
findes ito fpeake this languzge, 


BoxnvDino to PALMERIUOS 


T was 4 ſenſible griefe 10 me, when 1 firſt heard of Moroſini's arrivall from Torkie to An- 
LL cona ; but farre the greater , when I ſence underſtand of his long and tinzring ſtay there : 
and to write thee the trath of my heart, my thowghts by day, and my dreames by night, doe ſtill 
prompt ard aſſure m?, that as it is likely he will attempt ſomething againſt the Chaſtlitie of thy 
Wife my Daughter , ſo it « wot impoſſible for him likewiſe to plor ſomewhat again(# thine owne 
life , for by nature and inclination 1 heare he is very malicious and revengefull. Tf ke depart 
ſpeedily ro Venice, then burne this Letter in Ancona (which I now ſend thee there by my neigh- 
tour Antonio Herbas ; ) but if he farther prozrat# his ftay there, then ſpeedily bring 1hy ſelfe 
and thy Wife away to me here in Loretto; where my Houſe ſhall be a SanGuarie-for her, and 
8 Caſtle and Cittadel for thy ſelfe : Slight not this my carefull and tender advice to thee, but 
rather reſolve with confidence, that as God gave it firſt to my heart, ſo from my heart I moſ# 


affetionately now ſend it to thee. 
BoxDiNno. 


The Podeſtate being aſcertained of all theſe Evidences, from the confeſſion of x3- 
chardo, the Gloves of Moroſizi, the Letter of Boxdino , and the acknowledgement of 
Herbes, 
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Herbs, alchough hereupon he verily beleeves thar Polmerizs was ſtifled in his bed by his 
Wife 1mperis and her lover Moroſini, yet (as a wiſe Judge and a prudent Magiltrate) he 
will informe his knowledge of one imporrcant point more, for the better diſquiſicion 
and vindication of the rruth of rhis deplorable bufinefſe : He will not ſend any ſub- 
ordinate Officer, bur a private friend of his, to the Hoaſt of che Ship upon the Key, 
where Moroſini lodged, whoſe name he now knowes to be Stephano Fundi, and that (in 
favourof a Cup of Wine ) he ſhould courteouſly allare him home ro his houſe and pre- 
ſence, the which that friend of his performes ; where the Podeſtate then told him, 
that he hath beene informed by diyers, that he is an honeſt man, and therefore in 
friendly fort he prayer him to anſwer him the truth of three demands which he (hall 
make ane NG hs if Moroffet and: his friends 4ſtonicus and Donzto lay in his houſe 
all che laftnight.gos if not, when they went abroad, and at what houre returned, When 


Fund; (per ng Mi bor and reverence to the Podeſtate) rells him, that they alt 


three went forth of IMs houſe rogether che haſt night with their Rapi-rs, without any 
lights, alittle afreryelye of the clocke, and retarned home againe a lictle beforerwo, 
as neere a$ he could guefſe. Secondly, rhe Podeſtate ſhewes him the Gloves and'aske s 
of him, if he thought cheſe were AXoroſtni's ; to the which he anſwered, he cid affore 
himſelfe they were , for that he had many times ſeene him weare them. Third!y, he 
enquires of him,if he knew where Morsſ#n3, 4fionicas,and Dongto now were; whereunto 
he made anſwer , that dfter they came home to his houſe the laſt nighe, chey merrijy 
carowſed and dranke in their Chamber till fix of the clock in the morni-g, thar they 
then went to their beds, and there as yet they all lay ſoundly fleeping. T be Podeſtare 
having thus happily cleared all theſe rubs, he makes no doubr they were the murtherers 
of Palmerins, and therefore reſolves ſpeedily to lay ſure hold of them all. But he is 5 
ſolid and wife in II of Juſtice,as he will adde ſubtilcie to his power,ar d 
diſcrerion to his authoritie. Firſt therefore in friendly manner he confines Fx#4i oa 
Chamber here in his owne houſe, to. preyent that he ſhould not returne home co cell 
rtales.ro Moroſiomi and his affociates, Then he preſently ſends away two of his owne 
ſonnes, who were gallant young Genrlemen, named Seignior Alkexandro and Thowaſo Ce- 
ranzo (who were ignorant of all this matter) with his Coach to Saint Francis Church, 
and when they there ſee the faire Gentlewoman 7eperis to iflue for h, then in covrtcons 
mannernot to faile to bring her away in Coach with them to his houſe, under precexr 
and colour,that the Lady Hezoria their Mother dorh deſire to ſee and ſpeake with her, 
and that ſhe will pleaſe to paſſe one houre with her in her Garden, with whom and where 
ſhe (by the way of viſits) had formerly ſometimes beene. Theſe two young Gentlemen 
(in obedience to their Fathers commands) drive away to that Charch , and preſently 
eſpic I7peris on her knees,who now riſeth and goes forth ; they follow her, and in the 
ſtreet, with their Hats in their hands,doe preſent their Lacy Mothers requeſt and errand 
to her, as wee have formerly heard. 7wperia knowing them to be the Podeſtates rwo 
ſonnes, ſhe at firſt is ſo infinitely perplexed, grieved,and amazed herear, yea,ſhe is here- 
upon vexed and cormented in ſo ſtrange a manner, that wich much perturbation of 
mind, ſhe now (through her foule and guiltie conſcience) lookes pale for ſorrow, and 
preſently red againe for ſhame; ſo thar in the turning of a hand, and ewinkling of an eye, 
ſhe exchangerh the Lillies of her cheekes into Roſes, and thoſe Roſes as ſoone againe 
into Lillies. But then (fearing her danger leaſt, when ſhe had all the reaſons of the world 
both codoubt and feare ic moſt) confidering that the Podeſtate and the Lady his Wife 
were her kinde and honourable goad friends, and had now ſent their Coach for her, as 
alſo obſerving the faire carriage and courteous language of theſe two her young ſonnes 
towards her; ſhe then (being blinded by the Devill) doth ſo wholly forget both her 
crime and her danger, her judgement and her ſelfe, chat rejeQing her feare, and com- 
pofing her countenance to a modeſt chearefulneffe , ſhe willingly obeyes the Mothers 
commands, and accepts of the Sonnes courrefic, and fo goes along home with them in 


their 
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their Coach, where being arrived, theſe rwo young Gentlemen , douſherand con- 
dufQher up rothe gallery, where not the Lady their Mother, but che Podeſtate their”. 
Father, (accompanied wich rwo other grave Officers of jaftice attend her comming. 
Their very firſt Gght is ſafficiently capable ro daunt her courage with feare, and to rranſ> 
pierce her heart andſoule with forrow z When che Podeſtace calling her ro him , hee 
with a ſterne connrenance gives her this chandering peale for her goodmorrow and 
breakfaſt. Thar heis ſorry ro ſee that fo faire a Genrlewoman as her ſelfe , ſhonld har- 
bour and enthrine ſo foule a heart. That her good old Hasband Seigeior Palmerius 1s this 
morning found ſtifled ro death in his bed with an Orenge in his mouth, and chat he both 
thinks and aſſures himſelfe, ir is doneby her , and by her bloody Ruftian and Enamou- 
rato Moroſisi, for the which he ſaith he is conſtrained (in honour ro juſtice) to make her 
Priſoner to the Pope his Holinefſe, his Soveraigne Lord and Maſter , whereat this falſe 
hypocrite Jeperia (with a world of ſighes andrteares cries our and tels him, that (heleft 
her old husband Palmerixs in perfeRt health in hisbed this morning, that therefore ſhee 
hoperh and traſterh in God he is not murtkered, or if he be, that ic muſt needs be done 
by his wretched NephewRichardo, who impatiently gaped and hoped for his great wealth 
and riches, or elſe by ſome Devill in his ſhape, of his ſeducing and hiring him therean- 
to. That Yoroſess is not her Rufhian or Enamoarato, but a brave Marchant by his pro- 
feſſion, and an honourable Gentleman of Yezice by birch and extration; andrhar ſhee 
dares pawne her life for his, that they are both of them as-innocenr of this foule crime 
as the infants who were borne bur the laſt night , and that ſhe hath farre more reaſon to 
weepe for the death of her hasband, than any way to feare her own life , becaufe 
ſhe-knowes that God is the defender of innocents, and the proteQor of the righ- 
reous, with :'many other paſſionate' and forrowtull ſpeeches conducting and looking 
that way; but theſe her ſpeeches and teares cannot prevaile with the Podeſtate 'for 
both he and his two Collegues do yet firmely beleeve that ſhe is guilty of this inhu- 
mane murther ; So he impriſoneth her in a chamber of his own houſe forthat day, and 
intends atnighrro ſend her rothe common Goale of that City. Now as ſhe isled along 
berweene two Uſhers (or Serjeants through alowerroome ,  whereall the Podeſtates 
Servants and ſome few others of the City were flocked thither to ſee her paſſe by, ſhe in« 
finicely moreciring for her Moreſeni's life , and fearing his death than herown , icis her 
chance to eſpie Atercorio (whom we have formerly. underſtood ſhe ſent withher Letrers 
to him to Conſtantinople and Aleppo, and knowing that the Serjzants would theri difficult. 
ly permic her to ſpeak with any of the company, ſhe amidſt her tearesbethinks her (elfe 
of a pretty policy ; for asſhe paſt clofe by Mercerio ſhe purpoſely lersfalther gloves and 
wethandkerchiefe for him corake up. the which he doth z and as he was ftoopingro'ef- 
fect it, ſhe ſecretly and ſwitrly rounds himin his earechns, Ipray go inſtantly npon the 
Kay to Moroſen#'s lodging, and tell him thatI am apriſoner.inthe Podeſtates houſe, for 
the bufinefſe he-knowes of, and therefore that he'(and 4ſtonirus and Doxats) do ſpeedi- 
Iy provide for their ſafery , as alſo thar if I had athouſfandives I would willingly toſe 
and facrificethem all for to preſerve his, and that I will live and dye bis moſt loving friend 
and faichfull handmaide, the which as ſoone asſhe had urrered; ſhe is impriſoned in a 
dark Chamber : where ſhe hath none but her gnilty conſcience, the bare walles,/ and the 
two Serjeants for her miſerable comforters; and yethere.{hipking ro breath and draw 
 ſomehopeamongall her diſpaire and ſorrowes, ſhe prayes one of che Serjeants rore- 
porrher humble ſervice to the Lady Hoporis the Podeſtates Wife, and ropray her toob- 
lige and honour her ſo much as toſce and ſpeak a word with her. Bur'ſhe having beene 
informed by the Judge her Husband that he abſolutely held and beleeved her tobethe 
martherer of her own Husband Sejgnjor Palmerins, ſhe was too honourable to grant 1y;- 
peris-+this courteſie, and therefore (in deteſtation of her foulefatt) highly diſdainedrd 
afford her this charity and conſolation, 'and fo flatly denies either ro fee orfpeake with 
ek rt! . | FTE EA, 
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And now dothe Podeſtate, and his two Colleagues fit and debate in councell with 
themſelyes, how and in what manner to ſurprize Moroſini, Aſtowicae, and Dowato, for 
although they are not fure, yer by their abſence the laſt night from their lodging with 
Morofini they think thar they two are acceffaries with him herein Firſt, they are of opi- 
nion to ſeize on their ſhip, which is atanchor in the Roade, rermed the Realto of Ve- 
nice (a name I think derived and taken from the Merchants Exchange of that City tear- 
med the Rezlto, or elſe from the Realto Bridge, which(for one Arch) is doubtlefle the 
rareſt, faireſt, and richeſt Bridge of the world) which ſhip was of ſome three hundred 
Tunnes,and bore ſome twenty peeces of Ordnance,and then preſently after to ſeize on 
themſelyesin their lodging, But upon more mature deliberation, they reſolve to aban- 
don this their opinion, and ſo toſeize on theirperſons, batnot toatreſt or make ſtay 
of their ſhip z and although their zeale to juſtice, and haſte for their apprehenſion be ve- 
ry great, yet M/ercariopurt of his reſpeRs to 7mperia, and affection to Moroſii tripped on 
through the by-ſtreers and neereſt way to the Key ſo ſwiftly , as he had already ſecretly 
related him andhis two conſorts the ſorrowfull newes which 7eperis ſent them by him. 
Whereat with fearc in their hearts and conrages, and amazement in their lookes and 
countenances, they all three leape from their beds to their ſwords, diſcharge their 
Inne, pack up their Truncks and baggage, and reſolve with all poſſible ſpeed to 
flze to their ſhip, and then if not with, yet againſt the windes to pur into Sea, 
and for their fafery.to leave Ancons, and ſayle for Venice. But yer here Moroſini's 
heart: is perplexed with a thouſand torments to underſtand of his Tmperis's emi- 
nent and apparent danger, and with many Hels inſtead of one to ſee that hee muſt 
now thus ſuddenly leave her deere fight and company, which hee every way 
eſteemes no 1efſe than either his earthly felicity , or his Heaven upon Earth. Bur 
here againe violently called away by the importunatecryes of 4fonicys and Dongto, and 
yet farre more by the conſideration of his own proper feare and danger; A4ercariois no 
ſooner ſtotlen away from them, but they all three with their ſwords drawne ruſh downe 
the ſtayres with equall intents and reſolution toexchange their Inne for their ſhip, and 
thereby to metamorphoſe their danger into ſecurity; But they ſhall fee that theſe 
weak and reeling hopes of theirs-will now deceive them. For they finde all doores 
of their Inne lockt withia fide , and furroundedand beleagured withour , with many 
armed Serjeants, Souldiers, and Citizens for their apprehenſion : And although Mors- 

ſoni, Aſtovicus, and Donato, were ſoinflamed with their youthfull blood and conrage, as 
, they were once generouſly reſolved to ſell their lives deerely , and with their Piſtols 
and Swordsto prefer an honpurable toan infamous death, yer being farre oyermaſtred 
with: nambers and therefore enforced to take a Law of the ſtronger; Whereunto they ' 
the ſooner; hearken and conſent, in regard the Serjeants and Officers do politickly cry 
out tothem,, and pray themto yeeld; as affirming that to their knowledge their reſo- 
lation and feare doth far exceed the danger oftheir offences. They make a vertue of 
neceſſity, and unlocking the dooresof their Inne and Chambers, do cheerefully yeeld 
up their perſons, Piſtols,and Swords to the Popes Officers of Juſtice, whoas ſoone con= 
veigh them all three to the common Priſon of that Ciry , which was the ſame wherein 
ovir not ſo ſorrowfull as unfortunate 7operia wasalready entred,' and where to her unex- 
preſſible griefe,and Moroſeni'runparaltell'd afflitionand diſconſolation, fuch exatt charge 
was given of the Podeſtate, and fach curious heed obſerved and taken of the Goaler, 
that he could not poſlibly be permitted either to fee or ſpcak with her, orſhe with him, 
the which indeed they conceived ro befar more ſharpe than their crime, and infinitely 
more bicrer than the conſideration either of their feare or danger. | 
' Now the newes of theſe lamentable accidents being ſpeedily poſted from 4zcong to 
Loretto , our: Imperias cruell Father Boxdjeonofooner is afcertained thereof, Bur ſeeing 
— his fonne in law Palwerizs murthered in his: bed, and his' Wife and his owne only 
Daughter Imperia (with her Rufftian Morofi#3 and his two conforts) to be impriſoned as 
Na the 
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the auchors, and aftors thereof, he for the love he bore ro her life and the render pitry 
and forrow he felr ofthe infamy ofher approaching death, ſuddenly fals ſick, and dies ; 
whereof his impriſoned danghrer Imperis underſtanding; ſhe (inregard of his former ſe- 
verity towards her)is ſo much paſſionate, and folittle compaſlionate,as ſhe rather rejoy- 
ceth than lamenteth at it; Onely ſhe prayes God to forgive his ſoule of that craelry of 
his 1n enforcing her to marry Paleverins, which (he knowes co be the origin all cauſe, and 
fatallcloud from whence have proceeded all theſe diſmall tormes ofafflition, and tem- 
pe\ts of untimely death, which ſhe feares muſt very ſhortly befall both her ſelfe, and het 
ſecond ſelfe Moroſeni. | : 

Whiles. thus 4ftowicir and Donato grieve at their hard fortune and danger, and Mo- 
roſini and Imperia do reciprocally more lament and forrow for their ſeparation thao fot 
their impriſonment, and that the Podeſtate andother Officers of juſtice of Anco+g are 
reſolved firſt to informe the Pope, and then to expett his holinefle pleaſure for the at- 
raignement, and puniſhment of cheſe foure priſoners, ic pleaſed God exceedingly to 
vilice the Towne of Loretto, and eſpecially the City of Ancoye with the Plague, whereof 
many thouſands in afew moneths were {wept away, ſo by ſpeciall commiſſion and order 
from Rome, they (in company of divers other Priſoners) are conveyed to the City of Po- 
legaio, rwo (inall dayes journey from Ancons, andthere to be arraigned and tried vpon 
their Jives anddeaths; at which time as they paſt by the old, lietle Ciry of Tolentino 
where I chen (in my intended travels towards Rome) lay upon my recovery of a burning 
Feayerz When, I fay, the nature of their crimes, and the quality of their perſons made 
my curioficy ſoambitious , as to ſee and obſerve them in their ſeverall Chambers of the 
Inne where they that night lay which was atthe figne of the Popes Armes, as for 4font- 
c#s and Dogatol found them to be rather (ad then merry; Aforofeni to be farre inore mer- 
ry than wiſe, and Jeperia to bee infinicly more faire than fortunate , and all of 
them to bee lefſe forrowfall for their affiiftion and danger, than for the cauſe 
thereof. 

Within three houresof their arrivall co Fol#gsio they are all foure convented before 
the two criminall Judges, who are purpoſely ſent from Rome thither, and arethere, and 
then ſeverally charged with this foule murther of ſtifling ro death the old Signior Palme- 
rivs 11 his bed, which all and eyery one of them aparr doe ſtiffely deny. Notwith-. 
{tanding that F#2di the Hoaſt, and Richardo che Nephew , give ih evidence of 
ſtrong preſumption againſt chem, and alſo notwithſtanding of Mor-oftei's Gloves and 
Bondinos Letter written to his Sonne in law Palmmerins, and delivered by Herbas as we have 
formerly underſtood. But theſe ewo grave and prudent Judges, yet ftrongly ſuſpeRing 


' the contrary, they will por be deluded with the airy words, and ſugred ſpeeches and prc- 


teſtations of their pretended inhocency, but confalt berweene themſelves what here to 
reſylve on for the vindication ofthis trath z ſo ar laſt they hold it expedient and requi- 
ſite firſt coexpoſe 4ſtopicas to the torments of the Rack, the which(he being a ſtrong and 
robuſtuous man) he endurerh , with a firme reſolution and con(tancy every way above 
himſelfe, and almoſt beyond beliefe, and ſtill confefſerh nothing; but his innocency 
and ignorance of this deplorable fat, whereof the Judges reſting nor yer fatic- 
fied, they within an houre after adjudge Doggto to the rortures of the Scarpines, 
who being a lictle timbred man, of a pale complexion and weak conſtitution of body, 
his right foot no ſooner feeles the unſufferable fary of the fire, and his rormen- 
tors then confidently promifing him all defired favour from his Judges if hee 
will confefſe the truth, bur after ſome ſorrowfull reares , and pitrifull cries hee 
fully and amply doth, and inthe ſame manner and forme, as in all irs circumſtances 
we have formerly underſtood, The which when the Judges heare of; they-cannor 
refraine, firſt from admiring and wondring thereat, and then from lamenting thar 
perſonages of their ranke and quality ſhonld be the authors and aRors of fo foule and 
lamentable a murther, eſpecially of this faire a Ay: Imperis to her —_—_ 
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oid Husband Palzerivs. Now by this time alſo are Moroſtat, Imperis, and 4ſftowicur acquain- 
ted with this farall confeflion and accuſation of Pongto againſt them for this marther, 
whereat they do infinitely lamentand grieve, becauſethey are thereby perfeRly aſſured 
that ir hath infallibly made them allthree liable, and obnoxious todeath, as alſo for that 
their ſappoſed firme friend Dopstoproved himlelt fo falſe a man, andſo true a coward to 
be the cauſe thereof, wherein they ſo much forget themſelves, as they do not once think, 
and they will not therefore remember, that the detection of this their foule marcher 
proceeded immediately from Heaven, and originally from the providence and juſtice of 
theLord of Hoſts. 
The very ſame afternoone, the Jadges ſent for Moroſini, Imperia , and Aſtonicus to 
appeare before them in their publick cribunall of Juſtice , where they firſt acquaine and 
charge them wich Dopatos confeſſion and acculation againſt them for murthering of pal- 
merius , whereat they are ſo far from being any way diſmayed or danted, asthey all do 
deny, and refell his accuſation, and ſo in high termes do ftandupon their innocency, and 
jaſtification. But when they ſee Donato broughtinto the courc inachaire, (for his fiery 
rorments of the Scarpines, had ſo cruelly ſcorched, and pittifally burnt away the fleſh of 
the ſole of his right foor, almoſt ro the bone that he was wholly unable either to goor 
ſtand) and that they were to be confronted face toface with him, asalſo they being alſo 
hotly terrified and threatned by the Judges with the rorments of the Rack and Scar- 
pines, then God was fo gratious to their hearts and ſomercifull cotheir ſoules , that 
they looking mournfally each at other, ſhe weeping, and they ſighing, and all of them 
deſpairing of life, and too perfefly aſſured of death, they all contefle the whole truth of 
this foule fat of theirs , and ſoconfirme as much as Donato had formerly affirmed of this 
their bloody crime of murthering Pelmerizs 10 his bed ; when oneof theſe two reverend 
and grave Judges immediately thereupon do condemne them all foure robe hanged the 
next morning at the common place of execution of that City ; although Dopato becauſe 
| ofhisconfeſſion hereof (in vaine) flattered himfelfe rhat he ſhould receiye a pardon for 
his life; So they are all ſent back to their priſon from whence they came, where all che 
courtefge whichthe importunate requeſts of 4ſoroſinz, and the inceſlant (ighes and tears 
of Imperia can obtaine of their Judges is, that they grant then an houre of timeto ſee, 
converſe, and ſpeak one with the other that night in priſon, in preſence of their Goalers, 
and ſome other perſons before they dye. When Morofinibeing guided towards her cham- 
ber, ſuch is the weakneſſe of his Religion towards God;, and the fervency (or rather the 
exorbitancy) of his affeftion towards her, that as he paſſerh from chamber cochamber, he 
is ſo far from once thinking, much leffe fearing of death, as he abſolutely beleeves he is 
going toa victory, andatriumphy here orsſivi with a world of ſighs throwes himſelfe 
-into his Iperis's neckand breſt ; and here Imperis with a whole deluge of teares imbra- 
ceth and encloy ſterethher AMoroſini in her armes, when aftera thouſand kifſes, they beg 
pardon one of another, for being the efſentiall and auall cauſe each ofothers death, and 
do erterchangeably both kiffe and ſpeak, ſometimes privately, and moſt rimes pub. 
lickly before the ſpeQators, that if thoſe reports be true which I firſt heard thereof in 
Tolentino,nextin Foliguio, and laſtly in Roe, I ſay rodepaint and repreſentir atlife in all 
i:s circumſtances, I ſhould then begin a ſecond hiſtory, when I amnow on the yery poine 
and period toend the firft, neither in my conceic isir a task either proper for me to un- 
dertake or pertinent for my pen to performe,becauſe:(ro ſpeak freely and ingenuouſly) 
I hold the grant and permiſfion of this their amorous viſirandinterview in priſon be- 
fore they dye, to be every way more worthy ofthe pity than of the gravity or piety of 
their Jadges. If therefore I do not content the curiofity , Iyer hope I ſhall farisfic the 
Judgement of my Chriſtian Reader, here brieily ro ſignifie rhis their limited houre isno 
ſooner pſt, but to the ſharpe afliQion of Moroſizi, the bitter anxiery of Imperis, they by 
their Goalers are ſeparated and confined to their ſeyerall chambers, where (by the cha- 
rv of their Judges)rhey finde rwoFriers andtwo Nuns attending them to prepare their 
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ſoules for Heaven, and in alefſe vaine , anda more ſerious and reiigions conference to 
encertaine borh their time.,and chemſclves, from an earrhly co che ſpecalacion and con- 
templation of a divine and heavenly love, as alſo from chem" ro Aſtonicus and Donato. 
But before I proceed farther, we muſt underſtand , that the two Friers have not 
beene with Moroſies, and the two Nunnes with Twperis zbove an houre, bur by the wwo 
Judges there is a chiefe ſabordinate Officer of theirs ſent co priſon to tell Zwperis , that 
her Uncle Seignior Alexandro Bondino, a great Senator and famous Judge of Rowe, hath 
obtained her pardon of this preſent Pope Yrbas the eighth. Bur ſhe is not ſo glad of this 
newes, asſhe isthen curious toenquire if her Moroſeni be likewiſe pardoned, ſo the Of- 
ficer tels her no, and that hee abfolucely muſt ſuffer death , then ſhe weeps farre faſts 
er than ſhe rejoyceth, and affirmesthat ſhe will not live bur dye, The Judges fend for 
her. and perſwade her to live, but ſhe begs them as imporcanarely ro give Moroſiai his: 
life, as they doe her to accepr and receive her own. T hey tell her chey have norrhe 
power to grant her the firſt, and ſhe replyes, that ſkerhen hathnor the will ro embrace 
and enterraine the ſecond. They acquaint Moroſtui herewith , who by their order and 
by. their ſelves do ſtrongly perſwade her hereunto, but her firſt anſwer and rcfoluri- 
on is her laſt, that ſhe will accept of nolife if he muſt dye, neither wi!l he refuſe any 
death conditionally that ſhe may live to ſurvive him, The rwo Friers and ewo Nunnes 
uſe their beſt arc and oratory roperſwade her hereunto, but they meet wich impoſſibi- 
lity ro make her affe&tion to Moroſen3, and her reſolution to her ſelfe flexible hereanto; 
Her life is not halfe fo prerious to her as is his , for if ſhe had many as ſhe harhbar one; 
{he is both ready and reſolute toloſe and ſacrifice chem all for his ſake, and would eſteen; 
k her felicity that her death might redeeme and ranſome his life. The Jadges (our of 
their goodnefle and charity) afford a whole day to invite and perſwade her hereunto, 
bar ſhe is ſtill deafe ro their requeſts, and ſtill one and the ſame woman, defirous rg: 
live wich him, or conſtant andrefolute rodye for him. Therefore when nothing can 
prevaile with her, becauſe dye he muſt, fo dye ſhe will; to the which ſhe cheerefally 


prepares her ſeIfe, wich an <quall affeQion andreſolution, which I rather admire than 
commend in her. 


So the next morning they are all foure brought tothe place of common execution 
to {offer death. Where Donato is firſt lifred up to the Ladder , .who being fuller 
of paine than words faid little in effe&t, but that hee wiſhed he had cicher dy- 
ed in Conſtantinople or Aleppo, or elſe ſunke in the Sea before he came ro Ancons, 
and not to have here ended his dayes in miſery and irifamy. The next who was orde- 
red to follow him was 4ftonica, who told the world boidly and plainly, that hee 
cared leſle for his death than for the cauſe thereof, and that he loved Moroſpaiſo perfett- 
ly and deerely, that he rather rejoyced than grieved todye for him, only he repen- 
red himſelfe for affiting ro murther Pelwerivs, and from his heart and ſoule beſeech- 
ed God to forgive it him , and fo he was turned over. Then Aoroſesi aſcends the 
Ladder clad in a haire colour Satin fate and a paire of Crimſon filke Stockings, 
with Garters and Roſes edged with filver lace, being ſo vaine in his carriage, ation, 
and ſpeeches, as before he once thought of God , he (with a world of aghes) rakes a ſo- 
lemne leave of his ſweet heart Jewperis, and withall the powers of his hearr and ſoule 
prayes her co accept of his like, and ſo to ſurvive him ; Hee makes an exa& and godly 
confeſſion ofhis finnes to God and the world ,, and yer neverthelefle he is ſoyaine in his 
affection toward Imperis, as he takes both to witnefſe, that had hea thouſand lives hee 
would cheerefully loſe them all to Gave and preſerve hers. As for 1zperis, ſuch was her 
deere and tender affe&ion to him, as ſhe would faine look on him, as long as he lives, 
and yer ſhe <£quilly deſires and reſolves rather todye rhanto ſeehim dye, and becauſe 
fhe harhnntthe power, therefore the turns her face and eyes from him,and will not have 
the will roſee him dye ; when he having ſaid his prayers and ſo recommended his ſoule 
into the hands of his Redeemer, he is alſo turned over, 


Zz 3 Now 


470 Gods Revenge againſt Murther. Booke VI. 


Now although our Imperis be here againe and againe ſolicired by the Indges, Friers, 
and Nuns, to accept of her life, yer ſhe ſeeing her other ſelfe Moroſeat dead, ſhe therefore 
diſdainesto ſurvivehim ; fhe hath ſo much love in her heart, as ſhe now hath lirtle jif+, 
and lefſe joy in her looks and countenance. She aſcends the Ladder in a plaine black 
Taffcra Gowne, a plaine thick ſer Ruffe, a white Lawne Quaife, anda long black Cy- 
prefſe vaile over her head witha white pair of Gloves, and her Prayer book in her hands, 
When being far more capable to weep than ſpeak, ſhe caſting a wonderfall ſad and for- 
rowfull look on her dead lover Aorofini, after many volleyes offar ferchr ſighes ſhe de- 
livers this ſhort ſpeech to that grear concourſe of people who from City and Countrey 
flocked thither to ſee her and them dye. _ 

Good people: I had lived more happy, and not dyed fo miſerable, if my Father Boz. 
dino had not ſo cruelly enforced me to marry Palmerins whom I could nor love, andro 
leave Morofini,, whom in heart and ſoule I ever affefted athouſand rimesdeerer than 
mine own life, and may all Fathers whonow ſee my death, or ſhall hereafter heare or 
reade this my Hiſtory be more pirifull and lefſe cruell to their Daughters by hisexam- 
ple. I do herenow ſuffer many deaths in one to ſee thatmy deere Moroſeni 18 deed tor my 
ſake, for had he notloved me deerly and I him tenderly,he had never died for me, nor I 
forhim, with ſuch cheerfalnefſe and alacricy as now we do. And here todeale traly with 
God and the World, although I conld never affe& or fancy my old husband Patmering, 

/ yer now from my heart and ſoule I lament and repent that ever I was guilty of his inno- 
cent anduntimely death , the which God forgive me, and I likewiſe requeſt youall ro 
prav anto God to forgive it me. And not toconceale or diflemble the trarh of my hearr, 
I grieve not to dye. bat rather becauſe I have no more lives to loſe for my Moroſon?'s affe- 
Gion andſake. I have anddo deyoutly pray unto God for his ſoule, and fol heartily re- 
queſt and conjure you all ro do for mine. Thus I commend you all to happy and proſpe- 
rons lives, my ſelfe to a pious and patient death in earth, and a joyfalland -lorious refur- 
re&tion in heayen, when ſigning her ſelfe often with the fig::e of the Crofie, ſhe puls her 
vaile dewn over herface, and fo praying that ſhe mighcbe buri-d in one and the ame 
grave with Moroſesi, ſhe bad the Executioner performe his office, who immediately turns 
her over. 

And if repores be true. Never three young men, and one faire young Gentlewoman 
died more lamented and pitied than they. For Morofsi died with more reſolution than 
repentance, and 7mperia with more repentance than reſolution, thus was their lives, and 
thus their deaths. May we extra& wiſdome our of their folly , and charity out of their 
cruelty, ſo ſhall welive as happy as they dyed miſerably, and finiſh onr dayes and lives in 
as much contentand tranquillity as they ended theirs in ſhame, infamy, and confuſion. 
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Father loftinian @ Prieſt. aud Adrian an Iene-keeper pozſon De Laurier, who was lodged is his 
houſe, and then bury him in his Orchard, where a mozeth ajter a Wolfe digs him np, and devonres 
8 great part of his bod» , which Father Taſtinian ard '\drian anderſiauding , they flie upon the 
Jame_ but are afterwards both of them apprehended and hanged for it, 


Here our hearts are given to coverouſnefſe, and crae!ty, there 
1s lictle ſigne of grace, and thereforelefſe hope of ovr profpe- 
rity either in this life, or the next ; For thoſe are ſins which ſo 
eclipſe our judgements, and obſcure and darken ourunder- 
ſtandings, that we thereby run blindefoided, and headlong 
to all miſery and confuſion, and mike our eſtates ſodeſperate 
thac wee ſhall nor deſerve tobe pitied of others, becauſe wee 

/ would neither pity nor compaſſionate others, or which is 
Eo 0 0 00.0 » © Af worle, ourſelves. A deplorable example whereof, this enſew+ 

ing Hiſtory wiltpreſent toour knowledge and conſideration, in the perſonsof two exe- 

crable wrerches which did wilfully caſt away themſelves, and cheir lives upon foule and 
enormous motives. May we religiouſly reade it to the information of our Conſcien- 


ces, the reformation of our liyes, 


Rich Goldſmith of Dijes (the Capirall City of Burgundy) named Monſieur De Lax- - 
ff N-rier, aged of fome threefcore yeers or upwards ,, having been at Franckford Mart, 
and there fold many Jewels, Bracelers, and chaines of Pearle, for the which he had there 
received ſme 1900 Crownes ; as he rerurned homewards with all that grear ſammeof 
money, converted imodouble Piſtols, which he-carried behinde him in his —_ | 
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and ſome remaining jewels; and in a private leathar girdle next ro his body. Itchanced 
that he fell ſick on the way, whereof finding himſelte ill and weak , and therefore buth 
unwilling and unable to travel, he got into a poore countrey Taverneupon the high 
way, ſome five leagues off fromthe Towne of Salines, where he rook up his 1 .dging tor 
thatnighe,and there three other Merchants who were in his company (whereof one was 
of 4»xone, and the other two of Troer in Champagee) very unkindely torſook him, and 
left him alone to himſelfe ; His ficknefle that night increaſing (which gave him much 
paine and little reſt)henot liking his lodging, and fearing bimſelfe not ſafe there 5 the 
next morning takes horſe, and very ſoftly rides rowards 8ahynes, where he arrived abouc 
ſome two of the clock after dinner and went into the yery firſt Inne which he mer, ar 
the extreameſt end of the Towne, at the ſigne of S. Peaz7,whereot che Hoaſt of the houſe 
was named Adrjas, and his Wife 1ſ«be/la, they were both of them about ſome forty yeeres 
old, very ſhort of ſtature , and weak of conſtitation of body, he of acole black connte= 
nance, bur ſhe faire and ofa pale white colour , as for him he was of a diffolace life and 
carriage ,excreamely given to wine and women. He was of poore parentage and borne 
to no meanes at all, bur ſhe was well deſcended, and bronghrhim at leaſtrwo thouſ:nd 
Crownes to her portion in marriage, the which he had prodigally waſted, and deboſhed- 
ly ſpent and ſquandred away, in following of his vicious riots and obſcene pleaſures and 
prodigaliries : As for her, ſhe was of a modeſt carriage and of a vertnvus diſpoſition and 
inclination, ſo that by Anritheſfis I may very well averre and aftirme, that his baſe vic-s 
made her ſwecr yertuesthe more apparantand conſpicuous, and her vertue his y ces to 
all that knew them. She made chaſtiry and picty tobe the ewo ſweet ornaments, and lu- 
meall vertuesof her life, yea to be the Elixar of her life, and rhe life of her ſoule. Ir was 
therefore an extreame griefe to her heart, and a matchlefle torment ro her minde, to ſee. 
the ſordid ations and humors of her Husband, as being every way more capable to pity 
than toremedy them. She grieved to fee how becauſe he would nor ſerve God, ſhe cou'd, 
not ſerve him,and therefore thar he had viriouſly ſpent ſo much, as now ina manner he 
had almoſt nothing mare lefrro ſpend. The ſight and xnowledge whereof drownes all 
the pleaſures of her life , inſomuch as ſhe could ſacrifice ro norhing but co ſorrow and 
repentance, and that which grieved her moſt and worſt of al},was to ſee thar he diſdai- 
ned her adyiſe and counſell, and rhat he was ſo farre from reformarion, as his vices 
grew and encreaſed with his yeares : and had now not only taken upa habir but a ſecond 
nature in the perverſity of his lewd ations and affections. All the Lilies of her joyes and 
the Roſes of her content, were turned into thornes of griefe, and briersand thiſtles of 
her vexation., inſomuch as ſhe was farre more able to ſigh than to ſpeak forth her Cala- 
mities and miſeries. He loved nor his houſe, and which was worſe he hatred her 
company, yea his eſtate was ſo miſerable, ſo deplorable, as he never converſed wi.h 
God in prayer, and very ſeldome frequented his Church , the Serviceor Sacraments, 
and to ſhew himſelfe the more prophane, hee hared all Prieſts and Preachers of 
Gods holy word and ordinances, and loved none fo well as his riotous and roa-* 
wy Iompanions , the very bane of the heart, and the true poyſon and contzgion of 
the ſoule. 

And into this honſe, and to this vitious Hoaft 4drjas, is our fick De Lawrier entred, 
for the end of his ficknefle, and the recovery of his health ; and I wrice rather with 
teares than inke, that ir was impoſſible for himto have entred into a worſe ; but ſuch 
was his fate, ſuch his misfortune. He likes the carriage of 7/@be//s his Hoſtefſe, farre 
better than the countenance or condition of 4drian her Husband , but as his diſeaſe gives 
hira no truce, ſo conſequently he can give no peace to his patience. He grievesto bee 
fick in an unknowne place,” and among ſtrangers , but farre more to be ſo farreof 
from his owne houſe, and from his only childe and ſorne Leowerdo, whom hee 
loves farre dearer than himſelfe. Ir is another aflitionto him ; that his money and 
ſome jewels are here, andnot art his home, and ifhis judgement faile him not, he ſug- 
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geſteth ro himſctfe, rhat the ſight and knowledge thereof may engender him far more 
danger than fecurity z bur he conceales and diſſembles chat, far better than he can his 
ſicknefle, for he purs his little Casket whereio it is, under higheadand bolſter. He cau- 
ſeth 4drie» his Hoaſt co bring hima Phyſician, named Ls Motte, who ſeeing his water 
and feeling hiz pulſe, tels him he is very dangerouſly ſick of a burning Feaver, the which 
to prevent, he lets him blood two ſeverall dayes following , and thengives him farre 
more hope than deſpair , of his health : Bat all chis notwichſtanding, De Lawrier 
fiades himſelfe very. weak, and-his ſickneſfe rarher mach to increafe , than any way 
to diminiſh. As for 1/abel/a , according tothe lawes of hoſpitaliry (which ought tobe 
unviolable to all the world) ſhe rends him with much reſpe& and diligence, andina 
word, perform?s the part and duty, both of a good Hoſtefle, and of a good woman : Bat 
for her Husband 44-3an, his thoughts and reſolutions run another contrary courſe and 
Carriere,\ for he imagining De Lawrier to be rich , doth therefore verily hope and pray 
rhat he may ſpeedily dye in his houſe , or elſe he hath already ſwapt a bargaine with the 
Devill, ro murther him, thereby co m:ke up the breaches and ruines of his poore and 
rotteriog eſtate. He findes it a work notonly of difficulty, bur of impoſlibilicy, to know 
what rich ſtaEe he hath in his Casker and Cloak- bag, becauſe he ſtill keeps it under his 
pillow; andyer gachering and wreſting from him, that he is a Goldſmith of Dijos, and 
that he came now from Franckford Marr, he therefore beleeves that he hath ſtore of Gold 
and jzwelsabour him. His poverty and his coyetouſceſſe gives the ſwitch to the Devill, 
and che Devill gives the ſpur to him,to raiſe his uncharitable contemplation into bloody 
ations, and his thoughts and reſoularions as ſo maoy lines, runne to terminate in thisone 
only Centre, which is that of De Lavriers death, He ſers his wits and inventions on the 
Tenter hooks, todiscover this imagined Indies, bur he fiades him to be as cautious and 
ſecret in concealing, a3 he himſelte is curious tobewray it, He purpoſely keepsall com- 
pany from him, and willnot ſo much as permic his Phyfitian or Apothecary to ſpeak a 
word with him, but he will till be preſent to hear and underſtand it. He with oily words 
and ſilken ſpeeches, pryts into his deepeſt ſecrets, and purpoſely endevoureth to inſinu- 
ate and ſcrew himſelfe into his familiarity. Bur De Lavrier doth rather feare than love 
him, and ſoeſteemes the revealing of his Gold co be the accelerating of his danger, to 
the which end , with many colonrable excuſes and evaſions,he puts him off the know- 
ledge thereof. Bur he isſo miſerable to ſee his miſeries approach, becauſe the violence 
and impetnoſiry of his Feaver doth every way adyance,no way retire; and now it is that 
his hopes of the recovery of his healch do fade, not flouriſh, andrather quaile than pro+ 
ſper. He reſolves to be as religious as he is ſick, and therefore prayes his hoaſt Adrias to 
bring him a Prieſt co give him the Sacrament ; Adriasperformes his requeſt , but brings 
him a Prieſt named father 1»ſtizies, of his own humour and complexion, and who loves 
Whores and Wine, better than he doth either Heavenor God ; ſo this unſpirituall Fa- 
ther gives him the extreame Union, and prepares him for his journey and tranſmigra- 
tion from Earth to Heaven. His continuall vanities and prodigalities have likewiſe made 
him poore; {'» being equall with Adrian both in vice and poverty,he is likewiſe equal,and 
ſympathizeth with him in hope and dc fire to repaire his indigence, and to enrich him- 
ſelfe by rhe ſuppoſed treaſure and death of De Lawrier. Butas this deboſhed Prieſt is ma» 
lirious in this his policy, ſo heis alſo politick inthis his malice: for imagining that Adrian 
leyelsandaimes with him at che ſame Butt and Mark ; he dares, but yet will not acquaine 
him with his bloody purpoſe, ro contrat a helliſh leagne and confederation withhim, 
for the yiolent diſpatch, and inhumane and untimely diſpeedingofhim away from earth 
toheaven, Whiles thus De Laxriers fickneſſe and weaknefſe encreaſeth, and his Prieſt and 
Adrians, coverouſneſſe begins wholly to weigh downe their ſoules and reſolutions to 
haſten his deplorable death ; as the Prieſt is xeady to break his minde to Adrivn, how and 
in what manner they ſhould finiſh and compaſſe this bloody buſineſſe, 4drias contrary- 
wiſe, yea, anddire(tlycontrary.to the rules of Nature, and Lawes of Grace, breaks Fs 
minde 
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